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_ r he uuiversity of Tennessee trains its gzaiuate
stn&ents ta become composggtion teachers by requiring them’to assist
eenpasiﬁian instructors ¥ th the teaching of their classes, to grade
- papers, to .confer with students, to compute ‘final averages, and to
plan dai;g classes. 'The graduate assistant is also allowed in the
course of ‘a year to work closely with three different 1nsftuctér§,
and thezéfare three different approaches to -the teaching of "
campnsitian, Graduate assistants are evaluated by the 1nstzucte:§
that they assist and those who receive high evaluations are -promdted
10 the stage Qf teaching assistants Those who do not demonstrate the
_potential for being effective ‘teachers are offered the option -of
continuing as research assistants or af working with a Tennessee
—-press’ publication, so they can at “least continue to work toward their
* degrees and stili receive financial assistance. For those graduate 3
assistants who are made teachjing assistants, the process of

:eparatian continues with the tutorial and evaluators/advisor
programs. In Eheftutafial teaching assistants and ianstructor disc uss‘
the problems that arise based on their own teaching exper;ences.

- Finally, by having an evaluator/advisor, the student benefits from
‘the experience of a tested instructa: while also confronting
independently and e;sentially, without dizect supervision, the
- teaching of campgsitian% (HQD) R . X
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“We ? teachers c:f English ‘and Americ% language nd

1itarature face the 80's with an interesting perspectlve "

als in other

5 N

'Vpuor fhetgrlcal and verbal skills and 11ttle understandlng

o sgc;ess'im any field. The problem is aceuta, and the salu%k

33 and .-

‘tion. evasive. 'waeveri if I ‘may VlDlatE HARBRACE

 appgal:tQ'thé authority of Pogo, ' we have met the

about how threatenlng these defi cie hciea are to their future

enemy and.

ﬁhe éﬁéﬁf'is'usfﬁ; Fgr one Df the many reasons that our

¥

quote. We cgddle students Wlth 1nta1

‘as their 1dgas shaw some Egtentlal fD

&N 'h'~ : and how he/she is sayiﬁg it when evaluatlng the quallty of a

and often 1nccmpetent instructors and teaching a

U
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R Astudent's;writiﬁg;l We allow 1nto the clas sroom un

students are so weak With language' skills-is that we simply

. are not dglng the JDb We are praduclng';éagths-ﬁhg do

ble gfammaf as long
ing effective and
- ’the£r sentiments are at least appraaching arigiﬁality, pro-

'_pc)ga't‘i ng the new myth that we can separate what one is saying

ta’nts ths

”ualified

not knnw the dlff' e between a direct ijectiand a direct

_ i' Fd];&i ol view or aginions siated in this ﬂcu:u
: b not necessarily reprasant nﬁ‘nciﬂl NIE'

L




i

wQuld be better eff teking a gaed eem ceiticn eeurse then'
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L ¥teaching one, therebf ffeeing eur experienced inetruetere
‘ e ,

T to carry the really taugh to teaeh ceursee eueh es ipttpﬁ\

L ‘

N ‘ l e

;“duetion to léterature eephamere survey ef weetern werld \
ffllterature‘ eﬂd greduete semlnare thet ccnsiet ef a eerles

ff%:jgf papere delivered by the studengs teklng the clees.jﬁweely\,'f

. aeeept the uee cf nen ete__ard J{;lecte.i ndeed we eneeurege \ L

%.it, in ecademle eituetlﬂgs;eelling fqr Writteh werk ~Oh yes, ' .
fv rlendiwelreiy heavily'oggthewuse of overhead p;egeetere, » _fi \,
o, éeievieiene; tape reéérdére;'eﬁythiﬁg that keeps us from
:,ﬁ'“heving tc're;y ee,a%d?the:éﬁy deméﬁstrate;iﬁ cut:ewﬁ_té%ehiyg
Whet the effective ueefcf 13ﬁgﬁege"ie all about, this in :
reepenee to the m;steken philesephy that - ‘a fist’ full ef handa
outs can replaee e mlnd full of knewledge - |

7

. Hew_ean we evcld.theee errors? We begin by aekne

ing thet cne Df the most 1mportent funct1ens that a gred-ate

3
eempeeltleﬂ 1n$tru tere, thls the easy etep, the one we heve fjvq

taken. The mere diffleult step is finding beth an approprlate

and effeetlve methed of dcing so without turnln’

. | v
classes into experlmentel laberaterléi Not such an eeey faek

" as the f;fetf The purpeee of my prese%tatleﬁ is" te dleeuee'
vthe';reining program employed at the Unlver51ty cf Tennessee.v P
‘:fer theipfeperatlen of co PDSlthﬂ 1neﬂruetore, I w;ll not’ .

banter in detailethe vaf%?us pres and eone.of the pregram—% L
'they may very well be obvious--but I w111 conclude w1tQ what o

I see as the two ehief merits of the eyetem 1te p:egmetle'
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the tgaditi?nal degree pragram in language and 1iterature
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that the éepértment}maintains. \ f!f‘f/:v

'}:-t ,  When the Department af Engl;sh at- the, Univer51ty of

i Lo

Tennessee was authegiéed to g:ant a Phé in 1§45 46 funds

fy¥fwgfg¥ngv1déd fcr twenty graduate assistaﬂtshipstv‘Fram Eﬁé%l>! g

very;beglnning, these GA s Were g;ven the fespgn51bllity of |

‘assist;ng experlenced eomp651t13ﬁ teaghers with their fresh—

'man classes._ In the mid 7D's the‘GA pragfam Expanded to'

fralsa.include a tutarial fer f1rst year teaéhlﬁg assistants=—ﬁﬂ%

13 5 H a

pramoted s and first year Phd students whc\ccme with an

MA—*and ‘an evaluatar/adviscf pregram for first aﬁd sgccnd
YEEI.TA»S- Flnally, 1n 1979 the requirement was added that

every%Phd candldate must serve as a teachlng aSSlStaﬂt for

at least one year th;s;in response to the many MLA JOB .

l_ INFDRMATION LIST entrles calllng for exparlenced ccmpDSLtlon
- ¥ g i .
1nstrugtcrs and the IRS tagtbreak for that Dne:year of ST
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required teachlng
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1; ' In~essence the Un1Ver51ty éf Tennessee English DePaft-’

{ment GA is an appremtlce the teach;ng ass;stant be;ng the
. journeyman, The graduate asslstant s respcnsiﬁlllties are
Slmply to asslst a CDEPDSlthn 1nstructar Wlth the teachlﬁg

of hlS/th c%ass,rthe gradlng of papers, and the ccnferrlng

w1th students these . b31ng the thzee substantlve areas of , .

"v-vr«‘h'l» o

ccmcern fﬁ!f -any compésltloﬁ 1ﬁstructer as. Dppcsed to the

"

s

7 . T
mcre menlal‘tasks of farmulatlng a syllabus, computing of .
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'flﬁal averages-—although the GA may well be asked to assess




; ths HARBRACE systsm,_which dsmlnstss sll the spprosshss to

o *“'Ei!hsps even mers lmpsrtsnt the GA is slléﬁséﬂiﬁ”thsf‘

ts'sllsw ths GA to bsssms csmfcrssbls with ths msrs diffisult
f’\"aaf L
sspssts of tsschlng ssmpssitisn snd thsss w1th ‘which hs/shs‘ ’

=,

might nsed the msst assistance in msstsring S

scursg Qf s yssr ts wsrk slsssly with thrss diﬁﬁsrsns x:

1nstrustsrs sﬁd thsrsfsrs, thrss d;ffsrsnt sppfssbhss‘ts

ths tssching of csmpssitlsn. And in each situstlsn ths GA

L ]

hss the sppsrtunity to 1ssrn s variation of one bsslc systsm

ths tssshing sf ssmpssitlsn ussd by Unlvsrs;ty sf Tsnnsssss

for ssufsss@
S = Y

. lsasn ffsm sxpsr;snssd 1nstrustsrs “and ts gain ths necessary

. % . . . .
‘rsspsnslbls fsr thsss studsnts : L s

lnstructsrs. Thls aspect of ths pragrsm is- crucrsl . No° sn?,

“ spprsssh sr-systsm.ls, sf course, sbsclutsly sorrsstr What

is 1mpsrtsﬂt is that ths 1nsxpsr1sncsd Gk-lssrn a systan )
lgns with which hs/shs can become comfortable uslng By‘

ssrv;ng as an,appﬁgﬂtlgeiﬂlth thrssgdlffsrsnt ;nstrustsrs,s

hs/shs‘ssss‘thsvvsrisntamstﬁsds’sf using'HARERACE wsrks

: w1ﬁh sssh snd can thsn chssss those mstHsds thst bsst serve -,

i #

hlslhsr purpssss sftsr sssumlng ths csmplsts rsspsnslblllty -

‘In sthsrtwsrds, ths GA hss the sppsrtunlty to

'p rience: ‘to sllsw hlm/hsr to msks ssuﬂd decisions. bsssd on

’s,ld;bsskgrsund sf dssllng w1sh'studsﬁts:bsth in and out

sf the slsssrssm thls w1thsut tﬁs prsssurs sf ‘being ssmplstsly

I
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Z’s srs-svslustsd by} fnstrustsfs thsg they‘sssist
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thsss whs rsssiVs high svslustisns srs prgmstsﬂ to ths LoNT
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jQurDEyman'stage si tsaching assistant | Thsss who ds not

N :
dsnsnsgrsts thf pstsntisl fsr bsing sffsctivs tsschsrs not:
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just écnmpesitisn tsashs:s,'sre cffered the aptisﬁ of santinu—

e

;,ssssr h sssistsnts~sr of: wcrking with s Tsnnsssss~;gmw

=

prsss publicsfisn somsthing out of the slsss:ssm ss thst t?‘~s:1;

éhsy can st 1ssst ssntinus ts wsrk tcwsfd thsir dsg;sss snd _f:
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”“thst st Tennsssss nst sll grsdusts sssistznts are sssumsd ts

"y
bs déStlﬂEd for ths ‘clagsroom slmpiy beca

. ing’a gfsduszs dsg;ss in litsrstu:s or 1sﬂgusgs In fsct

if I might sdd a short dlgrssslcn, the UﬂlVEfSlty sf Tsnnsssss
*Engllsh Dspsrtmsnt fssulty has sstlvsly tried ts serve ths

purposss of thsir grsdusts studsnts by hslplng them prepare

fsr and find Jcbs as tsshnlssl writers, ss publishing house L
'sdltars sgsﬁts stc., snd in athsr pDSltlQﬂS thst ‘requ uire a-
:thcraugh bsckgrsund in 1angusgs snd/sr litsraturs., This

’1nd1;ect1y appllss ts ths purpose of prspsring csmpsslt;an

%

iﬁstruststs bscsuss by helplng these studsnts, Tsnnsssss does

i
%

nst prsducs grsdustss whc thlnkfcnly about tsaching,asvsn

thsugh thsy are. nat tempsfamsntally prsizred-fnr that, job.

e made tssehing

* 1

- Far thsss grsdusts sssistsnts who
- asslstsnts, hcwsver ‘the prccsss of prspsrstlsn csntinussf'

with ths tutsrisl snd svsluatsr/sdvisar prcgrsms

psrt sf ths prsgrsm because it i, ths iny course arisntsd
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still rscslvs finsncisl sssistsnss. th%‘this psints up is o

se thsy are ﬁﬂ%su= -
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e implieetiee‘heing tq eeme extent teught te teeeh

!hy inetruetien felee idee te say. the leeet. lHewever

\’-ﬂ‘

!?f' beeauee ‘the preeeee ef eliminetien hae*fh a degree femeved

theee peeple whe do, net shew the inherent talente needed fo

heing en Effeetive teeeher thie preblem ie ekirted eemewhet Ik

A

T Generelly, fherefere the tuteriel is- not e eeuree -of inetrueﬁ

Vbtien,# Rether,'it ie{e fefum 1n whieh TA‘e end a, senler qﬁ%gg&v
inetrueter diecues.the prebleme encountered in everythiﬂg -
' from greding pepers te eetting up an effeetlve eyllehue Ih -
?e sense, venyth;ng releveﬁt to teaehing eem3351t1en is f51f
geme;v-ivt the merit ie thet the dieeuseiens are elmest elweys
beeed on the experieneee the TA's heve hed in their own
Y a0 . :

‘*teeéh;ng

Dne restrletlen -i the- tuterlel is eentered on the effert

te heve e11 the flret ar TA' 5 teeeh durlng;a term the eame

%rees thet are offered at UT ; Thue,

!#éfthe,tuter;el-eah'be:ge,

determined in'its contept

of the five freehman c

;d teward a CE“EELH eeuree end ean be -

hy the course the TA's ere teeehlng

at the time. Fethexemp;i, my flfst_yeer-ee a TA et Tennessee,

we all -taught technical jwriting et'the!freehhanllefel, eeﬁething’~

about whieh eéeentijlly ,ohe of us knew»enythiﬂgr The tuteriei@_ -

therefere heeame a eaﬁerﬂtreted course in teehnieal writ;ng,

: was tEught hy an experle:ead teehnleel wrlter end effered-

~ \

the basics in eubgeet mett:

. fi We used as e text‘ the: text we
¢ e 5
(-eut a week eheed of our ele es.

|

The dne real asset he

L 1, . .
- were teaching and eteyed'

is that ‘the tuterielieen‘be_flexs

®
A}

_ihle? eerv1ng the. speeifle\’eede ef}theﬁiﬁ'e as they move iﬁte :
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_f‘the pregrem stkTennessee.' Msinly, the tuteriel sheuld snd ,--f-i
(;,dees fill in. tﬁe geps left by the GA pregrsm As a. GA the g» )

*student hss IEsrned sbeut grsding, 1eeturing, and eenferriﬂg

; f In the tuteriel he/she esn leern the mere menlsl tesks ef

'ff”fer ell ‘the flrst snd seeend ‘year TA's. Ihe relstienship

’ assigning tepies, hsﬂdling lete pepers, sﬁd sueh es thst ,;

"Last, there is ehe assignment ef an’ evafueter/sdv1ser

Zbe2ween the TA and the edviser/evelueter is net the same es S

. [

;thst between GA end supesvising instruetef Ner can the_

ii

i oo

“ reletlenship fEslly be prescribed In essenee the evelueter/}f.l‘

_edv1so: s purpese is to visit the TA s elessfeem ge over i

the TA's _P§ pers te check the grsding, snd to study (2_ TA's .
student evaluatlbns. ‘Ihen the “two . Werk tegether te 1nterp:et

the ebservetlnns ef the adviso or/e sluster and the other meter—“f
ial. to determlne the strengths snd weaknesses ef the TA in
hepes ef 1mprev1ng hls/her tesehlng Whet 1t sll bells down
e to- is that the Z& hes the eppertunity te beneflt frem the

| knewledge and ex?erlenee of a proven eempesltlen 1nseruetar

Agsln,-t > ;A8 evelueted and the sereening proc

continues, - Theff'TA's who do not at this stsge‘demunstfste
;the sbillty to ds effeetlve tesehiﬂg are encouraged snd same—

_iﬁg pregrsmi Fl'se there is the evef present HARBRAGE systemi

'iessee use’ 1t snd in s11~f‘

teught. Also, there is almost a eempl te feeus ensleernlng .
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;ffaﬁ.axpsfisﬁcs-v‘As ‘a- GA ths studant,lsarns=fram sxpsrisncs
1 ;ths three mcst diffisult aspscts af taachlng campasitian-
i'lgrading, lsctnring,,and sanfsrring In’ ﬁhs tutarial IA 8 ”>

rand instructar%d;scuss the prablsms that ariss basad an thElf:
k awﬁ tsach;ng sxparlanass._ Finally, by having an svaluatar/

Ah
. . i

ths stu&snt bansf1ts from ths sxpsrisncs of a tsstad
Tk

’la alsa canfrantlng lndspandently and essentially

‘Tdvisar,r

”\lnsttuctar
‘ withaut diraat supervision ths tsachlng of ccmpasltlan,
”Qafi‘ Thls amphasis on axpsrisncs points up the real bsnsflt
ha tra;ning pragram, it is vsry much pragmatic 1n dssign
Ih .studant lsafns by daing,rnat by abstractly cancsptualiaing
- what tsschlng is all abaut as wauid be ths case in other more
psdagcglaal trainlng programs . ussd at athsr 1nst1tutlans Tha .
HARBRACE system taa is praémattc in its apprcach to the |
tsaahlng af rhatérlcal grammatlaal and lsslcal skllls I o
call this an- assst because’ whatavar else teaching is, whatavsr |
'alss one mlght say in tha abstract about taachlng, and sspsalal-
ly whatsvar slss ths tsashlng of campasitlan anta11s, no one
can deal with tsachlng sffsctlvs autlining, dsmanstratlng
affaatlvs tha51s ssntsncas, or declding on apprcprlats gradlng
standards Wlthcut sntarlng 1ntc that very spsclal relationship
that s31sts between teacher and studsnt It is a unique rela-
t;anshap with saah studsnt nat one that can bs canssptuallasd
any more than san ths psrscnal;ty of an lﬂleldual be rsallzsd;
“in the abstract. This acknawladgmant of the nacssslty of
'sxpafisnas is the undsrlying foundation that makes the University-
abesnnassss training prag;am sffsstlvs_

3
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Finelly, let me eonelude by eddreeelﬁg one further
::ieeﬁe Tenneeeee hee reteined a very Eredltienel degreg pre- f
:: grem deepite ‘the reelieetien E; the feeulty thet their greduﬁ =

ates will be teeehing eempee;tien not . Shakespeare teehnieal
writing, net T, S, Elint remediel etudiée, not Cheueer Why? ’
EIf §he reelitiee ef the BQ'e iﬁeure thet most new Phd. 's.will
7 face a teeehing Leed ee heevily geered tewerd serv;ee werk
\‘bdees the pregrem net ehange? “Simply thie. . The beet weapon
we heve in eembetlng the elmest illlterete entering etudente|
" is thet We eureelvee develep a eemplete epprec15t1én for the'
effeetive use of lenguage the splendid etrueture of Peund ]
CANTOS ,- the eelerful dietien ef Ehekeepeere 8 MAEBETH the
:_Jelmplielty of laﬁguege of Milton. While the UT Phd. w111
therefere, have a wealth of teaehlng experienee to draw upon,
%Ehe will alee heve been expeeed to great 11tereture great ldeee,
end great writere Thie, ebeve evefythlng elee w;ll make ! |

I .

him an effeetlve teacher,










