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ABSTRACT

In a second edition, this book reports on the Aquinas
College, a Catholic, coeducational, liberal arts college in Grand
Rapids, Michigan. The original text on the steps taken by the college
to remain vialkle during the difflgult circumstances of the seventies
is supplemented by an épllcgue in which the results of the Aquinas
College reassessment of its mission, role, and scope and subsequent
initiatives are discussed. The college initially focused on its
heritage, continuing strengths, and aspirations and later sought to
achieve its aspirations in VLEW of conditions prevailing iz the
external environment. It is concluded that the seli-study resulted in
new ideas for institutional development, and the overall process
became a vehicle for implementation of a number of programs and
development of an accreditation regort. Every faculty member was
assigned to cne of five study groups, and each group had three
student members. Study-group members visited other campuses and took
rart in campus-wide retreats to compare recommendations. It is
claimed that the institution’s new continuing education missicn was
implemented with a minimal amount of disruption because of effective
internal corpunications. (SW)
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Foreword

in 1972, Alexander W. Astin and Calvin B. T. Lee wrote The Invisible Colleges, a Carnegie
Commission study that considered the outlook for the private, nonselective institution. A year
iater, Norbert Hruby, President of Aquinas College, a Catholic, four-year, liberal-arts institution
in Grand Rapids, Michigan, wrote A Survival Kit for Invisible Colleges. His book described in
detail the steps that Aquinas College took to remain viable in the difficult circumstances that
were predicted for the seventies. This second edition is offered because the Aquinas College
approach hag well withstaod the test Df time and has Iost none of its reievam:é for threatened

the Aqumas Couege reassessmem of ns mlSS|OFI role. ar\d scope and subsaquem lﬂltlallVES
are discussed by the present writer, a Senior Associate at the National Center for Higher
Education Management Systems (NCHEMS).

This new edition of Survival Kit appears at a time when the question of survival is being
asked not only at nonselective, private, poorly endowed colleges such as Aquinas, but also at
many state-supported institutions as well. Quastions about mission, role, and scope inavitably
follow. However, interest in redefining mission, role, and scope also may arise during an
accrediting process, orsvhen priorities are being established, or when plans are being drawn
for institutional development. While these are not necessarily survival issues, the approach
taken at Aquiras College to mission, role, and scope planning may well prove valuable at
institutions less starkly or immediataly threatened.

One aspect of the Aquinas College experience is especially noteworthy—the approach
taken when the viability of the institution's mission, role, and scope was examined. The initial
focus was on the institution—its heritage, continuing strengths, and aspirations—rather than
on forces and conditions in the external environment. When Aquinas College understood what
it was and what it wished to be, ways then were sought to achieve its aspirations, in view of
conditions prevailing in the enveloping environment. in a time of growing pessimism abcut the
future of higher education, this account of one institution’s determination to acquire the ability
to provide new and needed services to its community as a means of survival is worth telling.

J. Kent Caruthers

E—'
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Dedication

This is not a scholarly book. It aves not have a bibliography, and if I
counted correctly, there are only thirteen {Gurnotes, one graph, and three
iables. It is not a report on research, or, if so, only in a remote sense.

If this book had a bibliography, it would not be a list of books and
articles. It would be a list of names. The names would include those of
friends, a few enemies, some acquaintances and colleagues, and even some
people I have never met, but they would be the names of people who in
onc way cr another have taught me whatever I know about education and
educational administration,. _

This is really a buok about educational administration, Educational ad-
ministration is action. This is 2 how-to-do-it book, then, which deals with
one of the thornier problems in American higher education today: the
invisible college.

I enjoyed writing this book.

[ dedicate this book to my faculty, who will understand why.

ix
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1
The Odds on the
Invisible Colleges

There is no reason to suppose that Alexander W. Astin and Calvin B. T.
Lee are not good and kindly men. They are probably gentle with dogs and
permissive with children. What more can one ask? Well, I for one might
wish they were somewhat less adept at phrase-making. Invisible colleges
are invisible enough without being called invisible.

Invisible colleges are in jeopardy. Asiin and Lee say so. 8o does Paul
Reinert. So, too, does Earl F. Cheit. William Jellema’s statistics are hard to
refute. None of them claims that jeopardy inevitably results in extinction,
but neither does anyone deny that jeopardy makes an excellent pirecon-
dition.

As the president of a college that con:orms precisely with their two
criteria ¢ size and selectivity, I cannot deny that my college is invisible.
You may never have heard of Aquinas College, or you may confuse it with
any of several other insfitutions which also take the great Thirteenth-
Century Dominican philosopher-theologian’s name in vain.

Aquinas College is a Catholic, coeducational, liberal arts college located
in an attractive residential neighborhood on the east end of the city of
Grand Rapids, Michigan. Its seventv-acre campus has been called the most
beautiful in the state of Michigan, with its woods, two ravines, streams,
and pond. Once the estate of a wealthy lumberman, the campus today
makes limited use of the original buildings. Six buildings have been built
since 1954 to house most of the activities of the college. Thus the plant is
modern and safe if architecturally unremarkable; it does not face the
preblem of early obsolescence,

Grand Rapids is a city of 200,000 with a metropolitan area encom-
passing again as many. Located in western Michigan, it is the second largest
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highly diversified industrial, commercial, and financial center. Its dis-
tinctive “Farmers’ Market,” open six days a week, is testimony that Grand
Rapids is not far removed from the soil. Its starkly handsome downtown
vrea with an 2 1exander Calder stabile as its focal point is close to the Grand
Rivzr in whest valley the city lies. Grand Rapids is a proud, conservative,
and imposing city—with all the social problems that American cities are
heir to, though they tend to remain below the surface except for occa-
sionzl oatbursts.

In addition to Aquinas there are several other post-secondary schools in
the Grand Rapids metropolitan area. Most distinguished of these is Calvin
College (liberal arts) and Seminary (home base of the Christian Refoimed
Church). Grand Rapids Junior College (third-oldest junior college in
Amarica datinﬂ back to o ?e-WorIci War I days) Grand Valley State College

c1ty) Davenpart C‘oliege (formerly proprletary busmgss college now
seeking regional accreditation), and the well- regarded Kendall School of
Design are all thriviﬂg institutions Three of the major state univefsitie:s

gan State Umversny, and Western Mlchlgan Unlvgrslty Thd,s, as 1t can be
seen, educational competition in Grand Rapids is brisk.
Althcugh thare is no medical school in Grand Rapids, the city Js a

‘Grand Raplds has more than five hundred churches Strongest by far
are the Christian Re‘ormed and the Roman Catholic, following the ethnic
division of the city into dominant Dutch on the one hand and Polish,
Italian, Lithuanian, and Irish on the other. Main-line Protestant churches,
fundamentalists, and Orthodox maie up the rest of the Christian com-
munity. There is a small Jewisii population represented by two congre-
gations, Fecumenism has good roots in the community.

Racially Grand Rapids is more than eighty-five percent white, about
twelve percent Black, and there is a small scattering of Spanish-speaking
peonle and Indians.

Thus Grand Rapids is a city of homes, churches, and solid businesses,
located in one of the more beautiful parts of the Miclwest. Water and
winter. sports predominate, but golf and tennis are major participant
sports in this c,:rnfortable middle-class middle-America community—‘ a
good piace to IIVE as the resudents always say. Indeed It is.

and was both a wamen ;ollege and coeducatlonal jumcr colleg& before. it
became the four-year coeducational college it is today. Curious as this
sequence cf developments must seem to those outsidz Catholic higher
education in the United States, it was a not unusual pattern. It traced the
evolution of the Grand Rapids Dominican Sisters’ vision of their mission,
First, it was necessary for the Sisters to educate tiieir own young women
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for teaching in the parochial schools of Michigan. Then it was seen as
desirable to invite young laywomen 1o share in ihe educational experience.
Third, the move downtown in 1931 and the coeducationalizing of the
institution were extraordinary departures for the time (making Aquinas
the first coeducationz} Catholic liberal arts college in the ceuntry). Finally,
the expansion of the junior college into a senior college was more or less
inevitable, for the atrainment of a four-year status just before the out-
break of World War II filled a void in western Michigan. Aquinas was the
first Michigan four-year Catholic institution serving men ar  women west
of Detroit.

In its early days, the faculty of Aquinas College was predominantly
religious, the vast majority of whom were Dominican Sisters of Grand
Rapids. A small cadre of Dominican priests of the eastern province of the
Order of Preachers taught religion, philosophy, and an occasional secular
subject while looking afier the chaplaincy and the liturgical affairs of the
College. A handful of laymen were among the first full-time teachers in
*he institution. As time went on, the number of laymen increased, of
course, until the 1960’s by which time laymen outnumbered both Sisters
and priests on the faculty and assumed several key administrative posts.
By the end of the 1960’s laymen and laywomen held about sixty percent
of the faculty posts and perhaps two-thirds of the administrative positic:
1m:luclmg (m 1969) thg pre suﬂenc-y
since it became a senior c@llege thsrty ycars agn With fewer taan two
hundred Full Time Equivalent students during the War years, Aquinas
showed its first major increase in the post-War years of the G.1. Bill to a
plateau of about five hundred. There was a decline in the early 1950,
then steady and rapid growth from four hundred in 1952 to 1,200 in
1962, During the last decade enrollment has been moving irregularly up-
ward to Its present level of just under 1,450. This final statistic, however, is
misleading, for include in the 1,442 FTE students in 1972-73 were almost
two hundred fewer young people in the 18-to-22-year-old category than
there were in 1967-68. In other words, Aqum..a has sufferec the same
decline in the recruitment of high schooi seniors as have most invisible
colieges—and for the samc reasons: constantly rising tuition charges neces-

sitated by inflation and increasing competition for these young people
from the public junicr and senior colleges which under-price this private
college by from $1,000 to $1,400 per year. Yet the number of FTE
students hus increased over the past four years. Obviously the additional
students are not in the 18-to-22-year-old age group. (See graph, p. 4.)

Who are they then? Therein lies the reasor: for this book.

Aquinas College is, to be sure, an invisible college. Application of the
Astin-Lee tables discloses that Aquinas is on Selectivity Level 3 (SAT V +
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M mean scores between 926 and 997)' —almost precisely at the mid-point
among the 918 private four-year colleges in the study.?

Of Aquinas College and similar institutions, then, Astin and Lee have
these dark, foreboding words to say:

If the state college and the junior college can be regarded as the second-class

citizens of higher education, then the invisible college is the third-class citizen,

the unassimilated, the “‘outsider.”” It faces most of the same problems as the
other two but always on a more severe scale. Because the invisible college is
private, it gets only limited support from the state, Because it is unknown, it
suffers in the competition for federal grants, Because its financial resources are
pitifully scant, it cannot make attractive offers to students needing financial

help. A state college, with its low tuition and government aid sources, is in a

much better position to attract such students. Because the invisible college is

church-related in a society that is increasingly secular, it must grapple with
the question of retaining affiliation or severing the bonds with its parent
church. ...

Of all institutions of higher education, invisible colleges are the most likely to

Their data are impressive, their logic sound, their findings reasonable,
but their reading of the death warrant is, | believe, premature. Against the
great weight of their evidence—and that of other serious researchers in the
field—a case must and can be made. This Survival Kit is an attempt to
make a case, to offer a solution.

Actually the woods are full of people with solutions. These solutions—
these “survival kits”’—seem to have one thing in common: they are all
essentially negative and defensive. Almost without exception they indicate
ways in which colleges and universities in financial jeopardy can and
should save money, not earn more money. They are strong for new
management techniques and the resultant economies. Excellent! 1 am
second to none in my admiration for better management (my board had
better believe it). When additional revenue is mentioned at all, it is always
described as some kind of subsidy, usually from the government. Again
may | hasten to add that I find no fault in government subsidy for private
higher education. But 1 do deplore responses to our plight that are ba-
sically contractionist and bearish, when in fact the whole world lies before
us to be conquered. o

Where do we begin? Right where we are. We begin with an assessment
of our present personnel and materiel resources. We recognize our respon-
siblities to the student clientele we now have. Then we adjust our stance
so as to recognize our responsibilities to other potential student clienteles
whom we have not previously served. :

Now, any adjustment of stance threatens the rhetoric on the first page

AW, Astin and C. B. T. Lee, The Invisible Colleges (New York: McGraw-Hill Book Company,
1972), Table 1, p. 4. :

3Jbid., Table 4,p. 9.

*Ibid., pp. 10-11.

N. 14



of the college catalog. Most often, however, the holy writ on that page turns
out to be sacred fiction after all, but it is sacred to someone, and it cannot
simply be sloughed off. It can, however, be put on ice until such time
as the irstiution finds its new identity. A new first page of the catalog
may have to be written to match the new reality. in the meantime interim
editions of the catalog can begin with page 2.

Any assessment of our college as it is today is apt to reveal that it has
certain predictable assets and liabilities.

First, the liabilities, Those of the economic variety are all too familiar.
The Astin-Lee recital of them above will serve our purpose here, with one
additional pointed comment. Their acknowledgment of the fact that most
invisible colleges are church-rejated may suggest that church-relatedness
somehow means financial support from the church. Of the 275 or so
Catholic colleges and universities in the United States fewer than a dozen
receive any direct aid from the Church. Sponsorship by a religious con-
gregation—for example, the sponsorship of Aquinas College by the Do-
minican Sisters of Grand Rapids—is not to be confused with support by
the Church. The religious congregation is itself an independent and auton-
omous corporation which receives no financial support from the Church.
Like the Catholic college or university, the Catholic religious congregation
has the basic freedom to starve, in its own way and on its own time.

Church-relatedness, then, is most often not to be taken as a financial
asset. There is no pipeline from Rome, or even from the local chancery
office.

Let us look to the non-economic liabilities of our college.

(1) The first page of the college catalog. ‘

(2) The rest of the catalog too, sometimes. See Chapter 2.

(3) The deeply ingrained: conservatism of a majority of the faculty. It
is doubtful that a case could be made that liberal arts college faculties are
nore conservative than any other group of people of comparable age,
education, and status in the community, but no one will ever be able to
convince me that they are less conservative, Their conservatism is not of
social or economic or political ideology. On the contrary they frequently
form the leit flank of any social, economic, or political movement. Con-
sequently they are seen by the world at large as a radical element in
society. If the world only knew! If the world could only see them in their
native habitat, it would realize that most academics are strict conservatives
with a fierce resistance to institutional change—if the institution to be
changed happens to be their own.

(4) The concamitant fear of change. This is to be foiind everywhere
except in the student body or so goes the legend, but I doubt it. Invisible
colleges are not Berkeley, In fact, I doubt very much that Berkeley is

may treat this liability as well as the one before as crypto-assets, at least in
part. They are natural insurance agi’nj the madness of innovators.



(5) A general unaw::2ness of opportunities for alternative educational
ventures in the outside community. After all, how can our college be
aware of other opportunities when its centuries-old tradition has delimited
its range of vision to liberal arts education for the young? It would be like
suggesting to a railroad that it i in the transportation business instead of
the railroad business.

(6) A lack of key staff personnel with an awareness of such oppor-
tunities. Naturally. What would an adult educator, for instance, be doing
on a liberal arts compus? With whom would a community education man
go out to lunch?

(7) A general loss of heart. Hard to imagine the source of the recent
defeatism, really, Certainly it could not be the current literature, could it?

Now the assets.

(1) A dedicated faculty. This is much more than AAUP rhetoric.
Faculties of invisible colleges are dedicated—dedicated to the institution
and, even more importantly, to the students, not merely to their own
coreers or thLil‘ agademic: dis;ipline or their v sc:;m:h Since in all likeli—

seeular 1115t1tut10ns.

(2) Idealism. Closely related to their sense of dedication is their sense
of idealism, of commitment to service to mankind. Proof lies in their
willingness to suffer smaller compensation and harder labor to support the
institution and the ideals for which it stands.

(3) A hungry faculty and administration. The very sense of jeopardy
net unly sobers the idealist; it also starts the juices of invention.

(4) Freedom of action. The invisible college, being poor and non-
prestigious, has nothing to lose by experimentation, Being independent, it
has no outside force to obstruct its experimentation. Being small, it has no
cumbersome bureaucracy to combat. A good idea in the morning can be a
reality in the afternoon.

(5) A “favorable” smdemafaculty ratio. 1 still recall with a pang akin
to heartburn that in the last North Central report on my college, within
the same paragraph, we were congratulated on our “favorable” student-
faculty ratm (12 to l) and chided f’or c:ur then precarious f‘inantial con-
wamed about the future: there would not have been any Ygt seen
differently, the low student-faculty ratio .5 an asset, for it indicsates that
the faculty, our most valuable asset, being under-utilized, can be invested
in new enterprise!

Incomplete as these lists of liabilities and assets are, they ought to be
enough to set the wheels turning. Though the llabllltlES ocuthumber the
assets seven to five, the way things have been going lately for the invisible
colleges, seven-to-five is good odds. Let us take heart and move on.
Remember: We have nothing to lose but our deficit!

" 18



2
The Ordeal of Change

How well is your invisible college performing its mission?

If it is doing it commendably, move on to Chapter 3. If it is doing it
very badly, perhaps euthanasia is the answer. If nobody knows, then it
behooves us to find out. How? By self-study, of course,

Basically there are two approaches to institutional se]f-study One is
deductive, from the general to the particular, The other is inductive, from
the particular to the general. Everyone since Francis Bacon knows that the
inductive is the more scientifically reliable way to get at reality; yet every-
one, perhaps including Francis Bacon, tends to act otherwise. It is some-

“how easier, perhaps more comforting, for the analyst to take as his or her
point of departure some safe truths and dependable generalities. They
serve as criteria or touchstones fo iest the data,

In a sense the regional accrediting associations have tended to institu-
tionalize the deductive mode of institutional self-study. The institution
under examination is called upon to state its own objectives, then to -
measure itself against those stated objectives. Certainly this is a more
sensible approach than the primitive checklist of standards to which the
institution must arbitrarily conform, but implicit in the newer approach
are the same “safe truths’ and “dependable generalities.”” What institution
under the pressure of justifying itself to its regional accrediting agency will
not fall back on the conventional wisdom? Is it not more secure, at this
time of all times, to abide by the teachings of the Elders?

Just how “safe” and “dependable” are these truths and generalities?

American higher education subscribes, unconsciously or subcon-
sciously, to a long list of half:truths, which make conifortable generalities
on which to base the enterprise. Discard them and what have we left?

S 1y
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Nothing but hard and intractable facts, plus a host of opinions and preju-
dices by which we live and work our way toward immortality.

My objection to the deductive approach of institutional self-study is
that it inevitably falls back upon venerable half-truths and outright fal-
lacies. A deductive self-study may have to be used to sati:fy the regional
accrediting agency, but.it ought not satisfy the administration of an in-
visible college. Too much is at stake. Survival is at stake. A hard, straight
look at reality is the only sensible course,

“I accepted the presidency of Aquinas College,” the Master Plan of the
Self-Study of Aquinas College (February 26, 1969) begins,

institutional self-study in the belief that the attainment of educational excel-
lence iz not possible without thorough, accurate and objective self-
knowledge: . . .

The Questions Aquinas Faces

question, The first question is whether Aquinas deserves to survive. , . .

This course of study is to examine Aquinas’ present condition in the light of its
past in order to chart its future, What we are setting out to do is to test the
viability of a private, coeducational liberal arts college which claims to be
Catholic, even Christian, We want to see what difference an Aquinas College
education makes to its graduates, We expect to uncover failures and deficiencies,

gaps between aspirations and achievements. Above all, we hope to gain a better
insight into the heart of the matter—what kind of college ought Aquinas

I went on in my Master Plan to outline the methods and organization
by which the Self-Study was to be conducted. We would undertake an
opinion-sampling and fact-gathering operation by means of elaborate,
anonymous questionnaires to be distributed to students, faculty, alumni-
alumnae, and their spouses. We would also draw on data already available
at the college and on the experience of others through readings and visits
to other colleges and universities.

The deliberative work of the Self-Study was to be done by study groups
in five areas: governance, faculty rights and responsibilities, student rights
and responsibilities, teaching resources and theory, and learning resources

was.to sit on that group, but he or she must be called to talk to the group
about his or her function. All faculty members were to belong to one
group, and each group was to have, according to the initial plan, three
student members with full rights of participation. The budget of the Self-
Study would be managed by an executive committee, and administrative
activities would be delegated to a director, both under the supervision of
the President.

Each study group was to work to a schedule of three phases. In Phase I,
each group was to determine, by means of a strictly inductive approach,

18



what the questions were which it would have to answer and by what
“means it might best answer them. Phase II would involve gathering and
studying the answers to the relevant questions and would end in the
submission of a final written report by each study group. Midway through
each of these two phases, an advisory board of outside: experts who had
consented to help in this effort would visit the camus, meet publicly
with each group, and help each group to reach and aintain an objective
approach to their problems.

In Phase 111, the advisory board would visit the campus again to partici-
pate in the session at which all study groups would make their final
reports. I concluded the Master Plan with a brief description of how the
recommendations would be legislated into action: “At this point the key
- recommendations of the Study Group on Governance which deal with the
decision-making apparatus are presented to the plenary session of the college
community for ratification. Once this structure has been established, then
all other recommendations of the five study groups are referred to appro-
priate decision-making bodies as agenda—for appropriate action.™

Fifteen months, millions of statistics, $35,000, and countless man-
hours of faculty, administration, and student labor later, the Self-Study
ended—on May 2, 1970. :

This is not the place to chronicle the ordeal of Aquinas College from
February 1969 to May 1970. Salient events in that period need to be
recorded, however, if the process of inductive self-study is to be under-
stood in both its strengths and weaknesses.

The Self-Study followed the outline set down in the Master Plan very
closely. Two significant deviations, however, did occur. First, Iy the fall
of’ 1969 students were playing a much more important role in the study
group called for in the Master Plan there were > from five to twenty in each
group; the total number of actively participating students probably
reached seventy-five or eighty. Second, the simple statement of a hope i in
Section IV of the Plan—*Other colleges and universities will be visited”—
became the pivotal episode of the Self-Study. Let me explain.

In February 1969, there was little expectation that we could find any
outside money to finance the Self-Study. I knew, from previous expe-
rience, that foundations and government agencies take little interest in so
internal an enterprise as a self-study. Nevertheless we applied to the Grand
Rapids Foundation for some $14,000 to finance off-campus exploratory
probes. The Foundation responded affirmatively, and in early fall our
wistful hope became a firm part of our master plan. Had the Foundation
not responded, we would have had to forego the off-campus exploration
at a cost that we could not have foreseen at that time. There was no way
that we. could have responsibly financed the off-campus exploration
pmject On June 30, 1969, we had ended our fiscal year with a deficit of
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$60,000, first in the recent history of the College; and we were entering
on a new fiscal year with a projected deficit in excess of $410,000 (the
actual loss a year later was $260,000). Certainly this was no time to fund
junkets out of the operating budget!

Phase I of the Self-Study started somewhat traumatically. In a two-

inflict some new ones, but for the most part the questions, asked anony-
mously, were serious and pointed. The 4,500 cards were sorted into five
categories, to match the five study groups—governance, faculty rights and

theory, and learning resources and theory. The study groups were thus
provided their basic agenda by the whole college community.

Six weeks into Phase I the advisory board came on campus for its first
of three long week-end visits.! The effect was electric. This first contact
of the Aquinas community with the distinguished panel went far to
making the wounded forget their wounds; and the real interest of the
panel in Aquinas impressed even the skeptics. The week-end ended in 2
kind of euphoria. Nothing more had really been achieved than that both
College and panel had got to know one another, but it provided the lift
needed to carry the community forward into Phase II. The agenda of the

of the academic year a few weeks later, the Aquinas community dispersed,
knowing that over the summer Phase | would be completed and that upon
everyone’s return in the fall, Phase II would begin.

The major questionnaires were all designed during the summer, and the
alumnus(a)-spouse questionnaire was administered. When the colle -
assembled in the fall, Phase Il did begin on schedule. No one could have
foreseen the {roubles that lay ahead. Announcement of the Grand Rapids
Foundation grant was cheering news, and most of the students and faculty
found their questionnaires interesting and provocative. But when the
study groups got down to the serious business of coming to grips with the
issues implicit in their agenda, they found the work tedious, time-
consuming, and frustrating. The inductive approach was proving difficult
and unrelenting. Without the comfort of some time-honored touchstones
they struggled with masses of unwieldy data. They were cager to offer
answers to the problems which had surfaced but not to do the hard work
needed to document the answers. In short, they wanted to go deductive,
and when they could not, they were baffled. :

'The Aquinas College Self-Study advisory board was comprised of Dr. Robert Blackburn,
University of Michigan; Rev, Carl Hangartner, 8.J., St. Louis University; Dr, Ann Heizs, University
of California; Dr, Nevitt Sanford, Wright Institute; Dr, George Shuster, University of Notre Dame;
and Dr, John F. A. Taylor, Michigan State University,
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As the first semester proceeded and Phase Il wore on, the level of
frustration mounted, but it was not until everyone returned from mid-
year break in early January 1970, that matters came to a head. The
approach of the second visit of the advisory board (which was expecting
progress reports) and a spring deadline on study group reports probably did
as much as anything to precipitate a show-down meeting of the study
groups and the administration. Long-suppressed suspicions that the whole
Self-Study was really just a charade and that tucked away somewhere
there was a grand design for the future of Aquinas College came into the
open. Somehow these fears and suspicions were temporarily allayed, but it
was obvious that they remained just bereath the surface.

It was at this critical moment that the first off-campus visitation team
was organized and made ready for a foray toc another college. (This was to
be the first expenditure of the Grand Rapids Foundation money.) Five
members of the faculty—ar extraordinarily apt cross-section of the
Aquinas faculty, it should be noted—selected Eartham College as the site
of their visit. Each member of the team had a particular area of interest to
~ explore. The Earlham administration graciously consented to put the

college at the disposal of the Aquinas team members.

The team spent three days at Earlham. On the fourth it returned home
and held a debriefing session with all members of the Aquinas community

- who cared to hear; about-a third of the faculty and several students were
“present. They came to” hear how an off-campus visit of this kind was
managed, for soon thez}”' too were to go on the road. The evening was a
memorable one. The reporting team members were enthusiastic about
what they had seen and heard; their listeners were fascinated. They plied
the team with questions when the formal presentation ended. At the close
of the evening there was the beginning of a new hope in the Self-Study.
The grapevine carried the news all over the campus the next day. Not all
suspicions disappeared, but a new tide began to run.

A few days later the advisory board arrived on campus for the second
long week-end. Again its presence gave everyone a lift, but the tone this
time was much more serious than it had been the preceding April. The
progress reports were uneven, and the response of the panelists was mixed,
but there was endugh good work evident to warrant a growing feeling of
encouragement.

By this time the computerized results of the several questionnaires were
beine duplicated and distributed to the study groups, and meetings of the
groups were getting more frequent and longer. Plans were moving ahead
very rapidly now on the off-campus visits. Lee Jacokes,? director of the
Helf-Study, suggested that instead of scattering the visits over the rest of
the spring we ought simply to call classes off for a week and make all the
vigits at once.

IMr Jacokes, a yourng psychology instructor—and, significantly, a clinical psychologist—carried
the heavy burden of the directorship with distinction.

-'T# !"~,f§'7
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So it was that the second week of March 1970 was set aside, Twenty-
eight collegt:s in the Middle West and East were identified by the study
groups as having one or more aspects of their operations which were of
interest to one or more of the study groups. The matters of interest. were
everything from governance to dormitory living styles, from curriculum to
counselmg systems, frc)rn teachmg methods tD learnmg rgsourcg cent\:rs
tices worth sgemal on-site study were the f‘allowmg Amherst Antloch
Baldwin-Wallace, Beloit, Bennington, Carleton, Findlay, Grinnell, God—
dard, Hampshire, Hillsdale, Hiram, Kalamazoo, Kenyon, Knox, Lawrence
Umvers;ty, Michigan State University, Mount Holycke, Oberlin, Shimer,
Thomas More, Valparaiso University (Christ College), Wayne State Uni-
versity (Monteith College), Webster, and the Wniversities of Chicago (the
College), Massachusetts, Michigan, and New Hampshire.

The president or dean of each of these institutions was called and asked
if our teams would be welcome. Without exception the proposal was
greeted with friendly interest; in every case our visitors were accorded the
red-carpet treatment, Twenty-eight visiting teams varying in membership
from one to eight—faculty and students and a few administrators—fanned
out over the northeastern quadrant of the United States on March 9,
1970. Three days later they returned to spend the fourth day of the week
within their study groups briefing each other on their findings; on Friday
the whole college community gathered in a plenary session to share their
experiences,

During the day-long meeting on Friday, a remarkahie discovery was
made. Those who had gone forth five days before thinking that Aquinas
was very nearly a perfect college were now having second thougnts after
having spent three intensive days on another campus. On the other hand
those who had left with the idea that Aquinas was an abomination came
home feeling that maybe it had a few things to recommend it. In short,
the experience of exploring another college tended to have a broadening
effect on both the optimists and the pessimists, and a leavening effect on
everyone. By the end of the day on March 13, 1970, it could be predicted
with some degree of certainty that the Self-Study, which seemed a near-
disaster six weeks before, would generate some good results after all.

The work of the study groups was now in high gear. April 25 had been
set as the deadline for all final reports and May 1-2 as the dates for the
fir-! visit of the advisory board, at which time the final reports would be
evaluated by the panelists. Study groups which had been working sepa-
rately on ceriain projects now joined-forces to synthesize their recom-
mendations. Reports—including a long minority report from one member
of the governance group—were submitted, duplicated, and distributed to
the college community, previewed at a preliminary plenary session on
April 28, and reviewed in depth on May 1 and 2 in the presence of the
advisory board. The Self-Study gé%finally Over, -



What the Self-Study had produced was two hundred or more recom-
mendations, graded as to priority but no more. Nothing had really yet
heen decided. There were only recommendations, and these needed to be
legisiated into being if they were to be anythmg more than just pipe-
dreams for Aquinas,

The 1959 Master Plan was _necessarily vigue on how this legislative
action was to take place. It said: *‘At this point the key recommendations
of the Study Group on Governance which deal with the decision-making
apparatus are presented to the plenary session of the College community
for ratification. Once this structure has bee:; established, then all other
recommendations of the five study groups are referred to appropriate
decision-making bodies as agenda—for appropriate action.”

This sounds like a sensible statement except that it ignored a ceniral
political fact of life at Aquinas College~viz., that there already was a
faculty constitution. This faculty constitution had been fought for long
and hard by the faculty until it was finally accepted and ratified by the
board of trustees in the spring of 1968. This constitution gave extra-
ordinary (virtually exclusive) powers to the faculty on practically all af-
~ fairs of the College.

. The solution was obvious. Legislating could not be done by “the new
decision-making structure.” It had to be done by the old. It had to be
done by the faculty under its 1968 constitution, The irony of this situa-
- tion, of course, was that the greit thrust of the Self-Study recom-
mendations on governance was tiiat the students should have a much
greater role in decision-making. Thus the faculty had to legislate a new
structure which would make the students fuil partners in the enterprise
but at the expense of Faculty Power!

An extraordinary meeting of the * culty ‘was called on May 6, 1970. It
was an extraordinary meeting at an extraordinary moment in the history
of American higher education. The Cambodian incursion had just oc-
curred a week before; the killings at Kent State were two days old; the
killings at Jackson were about to occur. While the whole educaticnal
establishment seemed about to go up in flames, Aquinas College was
having the most important faculty meeting in its history.

By no means oblivious to what was going on in the world outside, the
faculty was convened at 9 a.m. on May 6. Sitting with the faculty was a
panel of fifteen students, the most active student participants in the Self-
Study. The panel was granted permission to participate with voice; it was
also gra’nteid permission tc) take a vote within itself or, *‘ach 1ssue brought
be taken before the fac:ulty votEcl on each 1ssue, thus the Studen’, yote was
bound to have great persuasive power.

Once the role of the students in the meeting was established, the
faculty began to deal with the “‘highest priority” recommendations ema-
nating from the Self-Study study groups. Hour after hour the process
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went on, everyone intent on maintaining the momentum of the last four

months and especially the last three weeks. With only brief breaks for

meals, the faculty and the student pane! labored for thirteen hours.
Finally at three minutes past 10 p.m., the meeting was adjourned for lack
of a quorum, hut by that time history had been made. Following is a
summary of the matters legislated on May 6, 1970:

(1) A new bicameral governance structure was mandated under a new com-
munity constitution to be drafted—to supersede the Faculty consti-
tution and the student constitution.

(2) A more flexible curricular structure was adopted which is intended to
give students greater freedom of choice and a more per=zonalized aca-
demic experience,

(3) Degree requirgmgnts were reduced and simplified,

(4) Interdisciplinary and multidisciplinary concentrations were added to
the list of conventional majors.

(5) Departmental status was granted ?o such new fields as geography and

, religious studies making possible majors in these areas.

(6) Flexible scheduling of classes was provided for,

(7) A new grading system (A-B-C-No Credit) was instituted.

(8) Several new “individualizing practices”—e.g., life experience credit,
credit by examination, independent study, off-campus study, etc.—
were authorized for all students at Aquinas.

(9) Machinery for continuous curriculum review was invented.

(10) Machinery for quick approval of experiments in curriculum and instruc-
tion was devised.

(11) A new degree in general education (without a major or concentration)
was approved. '

(12) Divisional organization of the College to replace the conventional
departmental structure was encouraged.

" (13) A clear mandate for increased recruitment of and services for disad-

vantaged minority students was issued.

{14) Regulations on student life were markedly relaxed.

{15) Student rights were given additional safeguards.

Impressive and interesting as this day’s legislation was, it is not offered
here as a matter of any particular importance outside Aquinas College.
What occurred at Aquinas College in 1969-70 was a rapid and massive
updating. This updating might well have taken other forms than it took,
and it would have been equally valid. What is important is the manner in
which it occurred. It occurred through inductive self-study; it occurred
through the democratic process within the limits of existing constitutional
boundaries; it occurred without administrative fiat (except for the
launching of the Self-Study iiself) and. without administrative inter-
ference. _ ,

This kind of self-study, harrowing and precarious as it was ai ... "5,
nevertheless provided a useful vehicle for the entrance of a new president.
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Instead of autocratically mandating certain changes the new president by
means of the Self-Study was able to have his facuity and students tell him
the course they wanted to pursue. Thus he could lead in a direction that
was pre-determined to be acceptable to a large working majority of the
college community,

There is more that needs to be said, however, about the inductive
approach and method of institutional self-study. It is not a perfect means
of effecting change.

It is slow. What we did in fifteen months at Aquinas could have been
accomplished in a few weeks by dictatorial methods.

It is dangercus. The crisis in confidence we experienced in January
1970 might have been fatal—or a second crisis, had there not been the
off-campus explorations financed by foundation money, might have been
the ccup de gréce.

it is threatening. The uncertainties of so unstructured a process catise
tolerance for some.

It is polarizing. There is more than enough time and occasion for people
to choocse up sides and form opposing camps.

It is expensive. Aside from the foundation money spent on the off-
campus project, at least $20,000 was spent on fees and travel expenses for
the advisory board and on data processing, three times as much on the
latter as on the former. The expenditure of faculty, administration, and
student-time is prodigal, to be sure, and cannot be measured in dollars,

Yet for all these costs Aquinas College has felt that the Self-Study was
worth the price. No one supposes that there is any quick, safe, reassuring,
unifying, inexpensive, painless way to effect change. For every cost there
new leadership in the faculty and student body, scarcely even suspected
before the Self-Study began. On the far side of a dangerous passage, of
course, one tends to remember the pleasant as pleasant and the unpleasant
as amusing, but you may well believe me when I tell you that the grim
aspects of the Self-Study still do not strike me as funny. I have one
bleeding ulcer to document that statement.

-
1
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On Taking a New Stance

Let us assume, now, that the basic enterprise of our invisible liberal arts
college is sound, that our prime clientele is being well served. Let us also
assume that the college communiry has been sufficiently persuaded by
dint of leadership or circumstances or both that a new stance has to be
taken if the institution, now judged to be worthy, is to survive. Let us
recall that we have a dedicated, idealistic, hungry faculty and adminis-
tration with the necessary freedom of action to move out into new areas
and with enough untapped time and energy to make a significant dif-
ference. Given these factors, we are ready to begin looking for new
clienteles,

Finding these new clienteles is the responsibility of the administration.
This means that the administration must develop an acute sense of seren-
dipity, a genuine relish for adventure, and a streak of courage. With oppor-
tunism as a technique, not as a philosophy, the adminisiration must
generate a high degree of sophistication about its potential new markets in
the community. If it survives the shock of thinking about markets, a word
apt to set any respectable educator’s teeth on edge, it is probably ready to
proceed to take major strides toward survival of the institution.

The administration has as its point of departure a new strategy. It is a

It is a willingness to fill .college-level educational needs not now being

filled by anyone else. It is a strategy of utilizing more fully the presently .

" - benefit of the community. It is a strategy of going beyond the resources

of the college to the unutilized or under-utilized educational resources of
the community itself. It is a strategy of putting together, in the manner of
a broker, those with educationalineeds and‘_j}g resources necessary to fill
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the needs, If all this can be done for fees exceeding the costs, then we
have a strategy for operational budget support that may indeed mean the
survival of our invisible college.

Let us go back and enumerare some of the under-utilized resources of

“ the college. .

Primary among them, of course, is the faculty. Most, if not all, invisible
colleges which have deficits or are moving toward deficits have low stu-
dent-faculty ratios. Most experts on college finances will agree that a
desirable student-faculty ratio ought to range somewhere between 16-to-1
and 20-to-1. Certainly ratios below 16-to-1 are a luxuiy that only the
best-endowed, highest-priced, elitist schools can possibly afford. There are
invisible colleges with ratios lower than 16-to-1 which are still operating in
the black only because they are living on hidden subsidies.

Among these are Cathotic colleges with large fractions of their faculty
made up of religious men or women, who, under their vow of poverty,
contribute their services. These schools can avoid deficits longer than most
other invisible colleges, hut the day of reckoning is at hand for them too.
This is in part because of the declining numbers of religious in congre-
gations and the need of the working members to earn enough to support
the growing numbers of those beyond retirement age. This kind of college,
too, almost invarizbly passes its savings from contributed services on to
the consumers, the students. A common phenomenon in this kind of
Catholic college is an unrealistically low tuition rate. The college will hold
the line against rising tuition beyond all reason in an atltempt not tc
deprive its present clientele of a “Catholic education.” There are two
problems, however, with this policy of holding the line: first, its low
tuition will still be higher than that of any tax-supported public insti-
tution; second, its low tuition will deprive the college of additional reve-
nue needed to raise the quality of educaticn that would really make the
college competitive with the public institution.

The best hedge against the rising cost of instruction is a higher student-
faculty ratio. Either. more students in the 18-to-22-year-old bracket
will have to be recruited, or students from other age brackets will have to
be found to fill the vacancies and lift the ratio. Witl: rising tuition con-
stantly worsening the competitive situation for invisible colleges vis-d-vis
public institutions, there are few options remaining: either students out-
side the conventional college age range wil! have to be attracted, or fac-
ultics will have to be cut drastically. Once the faculty is decimated, the
end is clearly in sight.

The second under-utilized resource of the invisible coilege may be tie
administration. Parkinson's Law operates with the same rigor iu the
academic as in the business world; yet in a time of stress it is not im-

* possible to reverse some of its workings if not actuaily to repeal it. Speci-

fically, rather than eliminate certain administrative slots it may be
desirable to combine some, thus releasing some administrative iime and
1 5:0 bl
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energy for work in new program areas. On paper this is more plausible
than it may be in fact, for there is no guarantee that the administrator
whose time is recaptured has uny aptitude for new program development
and administration. If not, he can, of course, be replaced by someone who
has. In any case, it can be argued that the slot should not be lost through
an economy-at-any-cost policy. Th» cost may turn out to be prohibitive.

The third resource is the student body. It may seem bizarre even to
mention the primary clientele of the college as a potential resource. This is
not a proposal that the inmates take over the asylum. Rather it is a
proposal that some students under some circumstances may in fact be able

teaching experiences. Without dwelling on the matter, let me mention a
successful application of this principle at Aquinas College. Senior students
in the art department proved to be highly effective instructors in Saturday
morning enrichinent classes for junior high school students,

The materiel resources of the college and their further exploitation will
vary widely from one institution to another, but a few generalizations are
probably in order. Many colleges overbuilt during the 1950°s und 19607s,
particularly dormitories. The problem with finding additional uses for
dormitories is that most of them are government-financed, and under the
provisions of the long-term loans there is little flexibility in the uses to
which the buildings muy be put, Yct even in the case of dormitories there
programs for students cider or younger than the [8-to-22-year-old
bracket. Expensive fine arts facilities and science facilities virtuaily cry out
for community educuational uses, aud athletic facilitics need little more
than imagination to convert ther into health clubs in off-hours. Special
equipment, whether it be scientific or athletic or fine arts, is rarely used sc
continuously that it can never be made available to institutions or indi-
viduals in the community —for a fee, of course.

More interesting than the under-utilized resources of one’s own insti-

simply because they are varely seen as potential assets of the invisible
college. The principal potential cducational resource in the community,
beyond question, is all the men and women with the competence, the
desire, und even the credentials to teach, who are not now employed in
any educational enterprise. The world is full of frustrated potentiz: or
former teachers, who for reasons of their own are not in education but
would fulfill themselves by at least a part-time entry into the ficld. Why
should not the invisible college ¢ gen its doors to these often highly quali-
fied men and women and thereby enrich its pocl of available tcaching
talent? Expense is not a serious factor, for in many cases these outsiders
are highly successful in their regular professional or business endeavors,

rewards they will receive,.
T . %
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available for the asking: computer time, technical libraries, training
centers and facilities that indust' ~ uses only part of the time, research
equipment of all kinds, and so on.
those of the community—is a college with the ingenuity to “broker” their
use to the people with educational needs not now being served. ‘
" At about this juncture it may be objected by the invisible college ad-
ministrator that none of this is new, that he or she has tried all or most of
these things already, and they have not really made that much difference.
Forgive me if 1 refuse to believe the non-believer. That none of these

will not argue either—but I will argue that he or she has never employed
them fully or systematically. If he or she had, they would have made a
difference,

To make full and systematic use of the college’s resources and the
community’s resources on behalf of new clienteles in the community
requires a fundamental change of attitude on the part of the udminis-
tration and the faculty of the invisibie college. As we already observed in
Chapter 1, there may have to be some changes on the first page of the
catalog. The changes that may have to be made may go far beyond mere
changes in rhetoric. The changes may have to go to the very foundations
of the institution. Even the registrar and the bursar may have to do things
a little differently!
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An Experiment
That Did Not Work

Will the principles set down in Chapters 1 and 3 really work?
The experience of Aquinas College indicates that indeed they do (see
Chaptéis 5 4nd 6) th t]n; most thomugh-goimz applicatiﬁn of thE prin-

t,hesc lcsscns is that trymg sgmethmg new lms to be bgsecl on the nght to
be wrong.

In the fall of 1969 it looked as though Aquinas College would have,
within a year or two, an instant engineering'school. What it had, within
eighteen months, was the wisdom born of a hangover.

This is the story,

One day in mid-August 1969, I received a telephone call from James.
Sebastian, President of Rapistan Incorporated, a Grand Rapids-based
manufacturer of conveyor equipment. I knew Mr. Sebastian by reputation
only. He was a leading industrialist and a long-time trustee of Albion
College, a man of great civic spirit and a champion of private higher
education.

On the appointed date three of my young staff members and 1 went to
the Little Red School House, a handsomely remodeled and modified Nine-
teenth-Century country school house which Rapistan now uses as a
training center for its international and national operations. Mr. Sebastian
brought three of his key administrators with him. The Rapistan people
were quite familiar with our Career Action program; scheduled to be
formally launched within the next ten days (sece Chapter 5), and on the
basis of their understanding of it, they now wanted to outline some of
their long—standing Edl Lﬂti@l’h’il pmblems

-pi. "6



Grand Rapids areu a serious shortage of technically trained manpower, at
four levels: (a) journeyman; (b) technician; (¢) engineer at the bachelor’s
level; and (d) manager at the MBA level. He recogniz2d that Aquinas could
not deal with the problem at the first two levels but that at the third and
fourth levels there might be some way it might be interested in helping.
Mr. Sebastian indicated that Rapistan was one of many engineering-
oriented industries in the Greater Grand Rapids area that might support
an institution willing to generate programs at the third and fourth levels. I
responded that Aquinas, though it had a modest pre-engineering program
and a baccalaureate-level business admiunistration program was predomi-
nantly a liberal arts college, and further that it was in a precarious fi-
nancial position. To be sure, there was no risk capital available to enter
upon .so expensive and uncertain an enterprise as a new engineering
school, much less an MBA program.

The Rapistan people said that they understood, but they hoped that
Aquinas would at least give some thought to the problem. Rapistan and
other Grand Rapids area industries were already collaborating with Grand
Valley State College in a business internship program, and the same in-
dustries might be willing to collaborate with Aquinas on an engineering
internship program. We thanked them for thinking of us,

The Aquinas contingent left the Little Red School House in thoughtful
silence. On the one-hand, here was first fruit of the College’s new policy
of open cooperation with the community; on the other hand, we were
being asked to deal with a problem of technical education for which we
had minimal resources.

The brainstorming that ensued was intense. What came of it, in the next
three weeks. was a full-blown theory of educational brokerage, the main
outlines of which have been set down in Chapter 3 above. Specifically, we
saw vast and varit:d resources in the Greater Gmnd deids area. In one

gmsérmg and mathﬂmatu‘:s to staff a good-Slzed engmeermg College, In
several companies we saw laboratory facilities, currently being used no
more than forty hours a week. We saw industries and banks with con-
siderable unused computer capacity, There were sophisticated technica!
libraries to which access could easily be had. We suspected that sprinkled
around the industrial and business community were scores, perhaps hun-
dreds, of men and women with teaching background in the very arcas
needed for an engineering school faculty, certainly with the credentials
necessary for such a faculty.

Meanwhile on our own campus we saw our physics and mathematics
depaftments hurting for want of majors, We knew that we had ali the
science courses, and, of course, the humanities and social science courses
needed for an undergraduate program in engineering—if the technical
courses could be somehow put together. Visions of an instant engineering
school begail to dance in our heads. a
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A visit to the headquarters of the North Central Association in Sep-
tember proved encourazing. Two key administrators in the college com-
mission office listened with great interest to our story. They explained the
necessary preliminary accreditation process, noted the availability of the
Association’s consulting service, and gave considerable moral support to
the experiment we had in mind.

l now retumed tD thi: Rapismn pEDplt with i plz’m f'@r solving Grz’md

Bgard of' ‘Trustaes was informed of the plan and re;ent developments it
approved, thereby explicitly endorsing the College’s previously unspoken
shift in stance.

The organization of the joint effort between Aquinas and the industrial
community now proceeded rapidly. Under the leadership of Mr. Sebas-
tian, an Executive Council of major corporation presidents' and the Col-
lege President formed in December; a planning committee of second-level
administrators, chiefly personnel and engineering vice-presidents, began a
survey of the engineering personnel needs of the business community. The
Executive Council took on the responsibility of raising money to finance
a thorough feasibility study of the whole project, the development of a
plan of action, and the implementation of the first phases of the plan. A
search was begun to find a project director, who could serve in the ad-
ministration of the College at the level of a deanship,

Meanwhile the faculty of Aquinas College had been thoroughly ap-
prised of the project; the science and mathematics departments were
alerted to the possibility of early collaboration with the planning com-
mittee—as soon as the project director was engaged.

So, during the winter of 1969-70, while the College was going through
the partictilar anguish of the Self-Study, the administration was working
concurrently with the Executive Council and the planning committee on
the development of the engineering school project. The most important
objective to be attained now was the discovery of a person to head the
project.

We found our director at Rapistan! Mr. Sebastian, recognizing the risks
involved and the need for an early appointment, introduced us to Leo
Yager, manager of one of the Rapistan divisions.? Mr. Yager made a
highly favorable impression on the faculty, the College administrators, and
the trustees. He appeared to be, in every respect, the kind of man who,

! [ﬂcludcd on the Executive Council were Thomas 1. Dolan, President, Nash-Kelvinator Div.;
John W. Dwyer, President, American Seating Co.; Donald H. Freeman, President, AGM Industnes,
Inc.; R. V. Paclucci, President, Instrument Divisinn, Lear-Siegler, Inc.; and Robert C. Pew, Presi-
dent, Steelcase, Inc,

¥ Mr. Yager's credentials included a bachelor’s degree in mechanical engineering and a master's
in business administration,
32
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coming out of the business world, would find himself at home in the
academic.

Leo Yager came to work at Aquinas on May 1, 1970. On arrival he was
thoroughly briefed on the progress made thus far. He was told of the
encouragement of the North Central Association administrators, of the
favorable response given by two past chairmen of the Ergineering Council
on Professional Development (the professional accrediting association), of
the enthusiastic backing of the business community. He was presented
with the preliminary survey of the technical manpower needs conducted
by the planning committee. He was quickly integrated into the Aquinas
College community, telling testimony of his obvious competence and
talents.

The job that lay ahead was prodigious. He had the following tasks to
perform: (1) to prepare Aquinas College for the North Central Association
preliminary accreditation visit, tentatively scheduled for the spring of
1971: (2) to design an engineering curriculum within the scope of
Aquinas’ potential capacity and the real needs of the industrial com-
munity; (3) to mobilize the materiel resources within the industrial com-
munity by way of applying the “brokerage’ principle; (4) to integrate the
new technical program with the liberal arts curriculum of the College: (5)
to recruit jobs in the industrial community in order to put the program on
an internship, not just a cooperative, basis; (6) to recruit an ad hoc faculty
from the business community; and (7) to recruit a first class of engi-
neering students!

A target date of September 1971 was set for the first class in the new
instant engineering school. Thus Mr. Yager had sixteen months in which
to perform a major miracle. He set to work on May 1, 1970, to see if our
projected miracle was indeed feasible.

He began by augmenting the planning commiittee and galvanizing it into
action. He visited a number of engineering schools in the Midwest and
East to get some general background. He engaged the services of a North
Central Association engineering consultant to visit Aquinas in mid-
summer. He studied the documents of the ECPD and all other related
literature. He thoroughly acquainted himself with the Aquinas College
faculty and physical plant.

In mid-July the North Central Association engineering consultant paid
his visit to the campus. He spen’ hours with Mr. Yager reviewing our plans
and projections. He met the planning committee and satisfied himself that
the support of the industrial community was real. He talked to key mem-
bers of the administration and was assured that the engineering program
would be thoroughly integrated into the cusricular structure of the Col-
lege. Then he went home and wrote his report. It wasa good workmanlike
engineer’s report. It weighed everything carefully and set it all down in
order. And it concluded that if Aquinas College wanted an engineering
school, that engineering school would have to look, at least in microcosm,
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labcratc»xj/ on campus, a hbfaw of 1!5 own, etc.

The second cold wind that blew in the summer of 1970 was the na-
tienal economy. Particularly hard hit were engineering-oriented industries,
The optimism among Grand Rapids industrialists about jobs for engi-
neering interns began to evaporate, and although rio one was saying aloud
that maybe this was a bad time to start an engineering school, it became
markedly more difficult for the Executive Council to raise money to
finance the feasibility study.

A second engineering educator, from outside the North Central area,
came in October as a curriculum consultant. In his report he wrote:

The introduction of an engineering program at a small, private, liberal arts col-
lege in response to local industry’s request and HEECIS is unique. Even more
unique is the desire of local industry to work closely with the institution to
establish programs of instruction and to share the burden of space and expense.
The “brokerage” concept of Aquinas is most appropriate with students involved
in “internship™ activity while attending classes. Such a concept could very well
serve as a model to many well-established engineering programs throughout the
c:r;)untr'y In fact, it is a wcmder ﬁj this cansultant that suLh a szheme had m:t

speu‘.us dat,r:d March 1 i 19‘70 will be bEnEflElal to Aqumas part:c:patmg in-
dustries, and the greater Gfand Rapids area.?

Somewhat reassured by the second consultant’s evaluation of our plans,
we were now hard at woik to meet the November deadline for submitting
our documents for preliminary North Central accreditation. A third con-
sultant on library needs filed his report, and Mr. Yager submitted his
prospectus, After preliminary statements about the origin of the idea and
the need for the school in the community, he turned to the problems of
curriculum, The curriculum, he said:

1. must be fully accredited;

2. must provide a student the opportunity of earning a bachelor’s degree locally
in engineering;

3. must be constructed along work-study lines, 5o a student can blend academic
experience with on-the-job experience and at the same time support a large
pc-t of the educational expense;

4, must coincide with local indusiry needs, and the courses offered tailored,
where prudent, to local industry application;”

5. must praducrz a graduate who is versatile and technically broad-based rather
than a narrow specialist;

6. must develop moral, ethical and social concepts essential to a satisfying per-
sonal philosaphy, to a career consisteni with public welfare, and to a sound
professional attitude;

7. must be scheduled around the student’s job and the ad hoc faculty’s available
hours—in other words, at the convenience of the student and the faculty, not
the registrar,

ASelf-Study for Preliminary Accreditation, Aquinas College, November, 1970, Exhibit 1X.



With respect to the clientele to be served, Mr. Yager noted several
groups in the area which would be interested in the course as a means of
entering or advancing in the engineering profession. These groups included
junior college transfer students, high school graduates from small towns
and farms, blue- and white-collar workers already employed in area in-
dustry, veterans, high school graduates in the lower and lower-middle
classes, and women not included in the preceding categories.

Mr. Yager weat on to describe curriculum, facilities, library, and fi-
nances—in tcrms that were in accordance with thc advicc cf’ the North

but we knew that in such an accommodation we were losing all the
economies on which the original idea was based. With a sagging national
economy to boot we went into the winter of 1970-71 with sinking hopes.

By early April 1971 it was perfectly clear that a new engineering
program at Aquinas College was simply not feasible. The facts, which had
been discouraging in the fall of 1970, had become even bleaker. Mr. Yager
and | took our story to a special meeting of the faculty in mid-April. He
laid out the realities in language that was clear, concise, and straight-
forward. I half-expected the faculty to show relief at the news that we had
just about decided to abandon the program. Instead the faculty argued
with Mr. Yager at great length that we ought to fight it out, to try every
means to get the engineering program launched. It was startling indeed to
hear humanists and social scientists holding out for a program that was
scarcely at the center of their own interests. Perhaps it was the challenge
from the outside implicit in the North Central team’s impending visit;
more likely it was confidence in Mr. Yager, a truly remarkable man. But
the decision to abandon was inevitable,

In retrospect it is easy enough to see what happened to Aquinas Col-
lege’s dream of an instant engineesing school. We could not have picked a
less ausplcmus moment, the very eve of’a business recession, to start a
new, expensive program. This could not have bzen foreseen. Nclthcr could
it have been foreseen that the engineering manpower projections current
in 1969 turned out to be grievously askew, partially because of the quick
contraction of the aerospace industry in 1970-71 and the new influx of
foreign-born engineers at the end of the 1960’s, which two factors com-
bined to render all pravious projections of need for new engineers highly
inflated.

Finally, and probably most importantly, the engineering project did not
really trade on the strengths of Aquinas College. Furthermore, this pro-
gram actually violated the cardinal principle of the “brokered” program,
for it set out to create a student clicntele rather than to identify and then
to serve an cxisting clicntclc C)nly thc “biuc collaf and whitc col]cr

tc hcvc pcnmncnt faculty, a laborctory of our own, ctc tbcn 50 bc 1t
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existing clientele, and it was not large enough to be the foundation of so
expensive a4 program

Perhaps it would be more correct to state that if we had to try for 4
new engineering school, it was fortunate that it had nor happened when
the economy was on the upswing, for then we might have been tempted
to go the expensive route prescribed by the copsultant and we might have
1nst éverything Sametimes the best dEal is the one thai is th made

field of Engmeenng educatlon'? Fn‘st even in frustratmn the College
caught the attention of the business community. Second, the College
suffered no daniaging financial loss inasmuch as the whole engineering
project had been paid for by Grand Rapids industry. Third, the College
was not discredited by the episodc on the coﬁtrary, its irﬂage as being
College du:i not become dispirited, for, amcng other reasons, thP Ncrth
Central team of examiners commended the College on its inventive
approach and encouraged Aquinas to continue to employ the ‘“‘brokerage”
concept.

And what of the people involved? Leo Yager has gone on to-a top
management post in a new enterprise just launched by one of the Grand
Rapids corporations participating in the engineering project. Two of the
six members of the Executive Council have become trustees of Aquinas
College. And James Sebastian has become one of the staunchest friends
Aquinas College has.

Meanwhile Grand Rapids, Michigan, is about to have an engineering
degree program to support its industry. Western Michigan University of
Kalamazoo, basing its planning and operatmn on information gathered
through the Aquinas feasibility study, is launching a full degree program
in Grand Rapids this year. Tax-dollar subsidy will finally become available
to provide Grand Rapids industry its needed trained technical manpower.
So not even the money contributed by industry has really been lost.

Finally we learned a great deal about the “‘brokerage” principle, and the
lesson was not fatal.

-+
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Students in the Encore Program, designed especially for women who return to college to complete
their degrees. Seminars taken by the Encore studeént in her first year tend to be attractive offerings
(such as modern drama, contemporary social issues, or comparative religion) particularly suited
to the adult student returning to the academic world after a long absence. During their first year,
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Some Experiments
That Did Work

Newcomers to the field of community education frequently have two
failings. First, they tend to assume that there are clierteles ont there
somewhere eagerly awaiting any program they have designed to fill a need
in the community. Second, if a clientele should emerge for a particular
program in response to the educators’ wishful thinking or other magic,
they then neglect to give adequate counseling. In the first case they are
highly unlikely to have any clients at all; in the second they are apt to
drive off all but the hardiest.

The first shortcoming ¢an probably be attribu‘ed to the educators’
natural lack of humility whereby they honestly believe that they know
best what people need to learn. The trouble is that many people who need
to learn do not know that they do, and many a beautiful community
education project wastes its sweetness on the desert air.

The second shortcoming is even less forgivable, for here it is insensi-
tivity, not mere arrogance, which blinds the educators to the adult stu-
dent’s deep need for emotional support as well as professional advice.

Thus newcomers to community education must first define clearly and
precisely an educational need for which there is a known and an accessible
clientele, Then, and only then, shou!d they begin to design a program in
response to that need. Then, and only then, should they begin to mobilize
the personnel and materiel resources on campus and off. In their designs
they must be flexible, accommodating, and realistic, as well as creat! e,
They must be willing to cut the academic red tape, junk the time-honored
paraohernalia of registrarial and bursarial procedures, schedule at times
and in places that accord with the realities of the prospective student’s
life and work. In short, they must serve the student as though he or she
were a customer rather than a captive.  ~ o 8
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Now they may reach out to the clientele by means suiiable i- “he
particular group they have identified as accessible—e.g., a special mailing
list, contacting membership in particular organizations, publicity at the
place of employment, etc.

A few examples will make these generalizations come clear.

Where are some identifiable clienteles with known educationai needs at
the coliege level? How do we reach then:?

EXAMPLE NO. 1

Half the women in America who aave attended college have never
earned a degree. Many o! themy, now in their middle vears, want prepara-
tion for careers or enrichment o{ their lives, either of which a liberal arts
degree can provide. How do we reach them? They are in the PTA’s. They
are in Great Books programs and book review clubs, They are in church

study groups. They are even at home listening to the local radio “per-

sonalities’”” who se!l soap. How to reach them is obvious. One goes directly
to the PTA, the Great Books organization, the book review clubs and the
church study groups and invites them, If they cannot be reached that way,
one can be interviewed by the local radio personality. Locul newspapers
welcome this kind of story on their women’s pages, especially in these
times of women’s lib. The possibilities for free publicity are far-ranging.

EXAMPLE NO. 2

America is full of young people in their late twenties and thirties who
dread getting up on Monday morning because they cannot face another
week of work that is sheer drudgery. The most obvious way for them to
upgrade themselves into more rewarding work is by way of career-oriented
collegiate study. Not the function of a liberal arts college? Nonsense. One
would be hard put to name very many invisible colleges without at least
ten out of fifteen of the following career-oriented sequences of courses
already in their catalogs: accounting, education, nursing, communications,
pre-law, pre-medical, pre-engineering, pre-dentistry, management, eco-
nomics, art, theatre, music, home economics, physical education. Where
do we locate these quietly desperate young adults? Through their per-
sonnel directors, through their unions, through their social organizations,
through their churches.

EXAMPLE NO. 3

There are many kinds of skilled workers'who need and want the pro-
fessionalization that credentials can give them, and very often the cre-
dential most needed is a baccalaureate degree. Diplomate nurses, social
workers, and various health technicians come to mind immediateiy, They
are to be found in their organizations, and verv often the organization

o -89



itself is an active agent in seeking credentials for its members: hence it
may be a whole-hearted coilaborator inthe recruitment process for the
appropriate degree progriant.

EXAMPLE NO. 4

Under-achieving high schoo! students are in need of motivational and
remedial programs on Saturdays and in the summer. Their parents are
probably the prime clients here. Mere rumors of an effective program in
this area are usually enough to generate a clientele of the reluctant young.

EXAMPLE NO. 5

Other late-grade and high school students could greatly profit from
enrichment programs in the fine arts and sciences to be taught on Sat-
urdays and in the summers. Grade and high schools are usually quite
willing to cooperate in publicizing this kind of enterprise--if the invisible
college has a good working relationsnip with the schools.

EXAMPLE NO. 6

There is not a police force in the country that could not profit from
special workshops. as well as full degree programs, in human relations,
sociology, psychology. etc.

EXAMPLE NO. 7

Every college has a big population of ex-alumni (former students with-
out a Jegree) who are in large measure abandoned by their alma mater
once they leave the campus. What greater service could be rendered
them than an external degree program? Perhaps the second time around
they will not drop out. After all, they are much more mature now than
they once were. (And if the external degree prograin works, why not
make it available to the ex-alumni of other colleges and universities as
well?)

EXAMPLE NO. 3 _

As the cholesterol count goes up, the pounds add on, and the national
awareness of obesity grows, the number of middle-aged business and pro-
fessional men and women who want and will pay for physica: fitness
programs increases proportionately. Any invisible college with a gym-
nasium can put it to good use in off-hours. Printing the news of this

probably generate tie clientele if all else fails.

The list is long. It may be endless. As these complex times become ever
more complicated, the educational needs of our people proliferate more
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mpici!y than t]w ﬂdumtioml gstablishment can meet them Tlus very j?s:,xi-
tod need nzgkes it the ideal m;tmment f(u mnmzumfy edzma!u,m in our
time, .

When it was first proposed to the faculty of Aquinas in February 1969
that two new “‘degree completion” programs for adults be started in the
following fall, the idea was warmly accepted—even when it was explained
that adult students had to be dealt with rather differently than regular
students. Most members of the faculty had had happy experiences in their
occasional contacts with adult students in the past, and they could readily
appreciate the values'to the college and the comrmunity that systematic
programs in adult education would have.

The general outlines of the first two programs were oresented with
considerable confidence because they were patterned after a sound model,
the Degree Completion Program of Mundelein College, a Catholic liberal
arts institution for women in Chicago. (I had been the Vice-President of
Mundelein and had launched the Degree Completion Program there jn the
fall of 1965.) By 1969 there were more than three hundred muture
women in that program with an average of twenty-five graduates a year,
The errors we made in the beginning had been corrected, and it was now a
self-regencrating program that required little promotion or recruitment
e.,f“'ort for the women in l:he program told thelr fmnds and thc: ﬁow of

prc:gmrns.

My principal misgiving, was whether programs at Aquinas serving a
metropolitan arca one-fifteenth the size or Chicago’s had a large enough
population base on which to build. (This fear was to be soon dissipated,
for the very size and congestion of Chicago really restricted our actual
market arca to one only a bit larger than Greater Grand Rapids.)

In the pages that follow, then, I shall lay out in some detail specific
programs which have been designed at Aquinas College for particular
clienteles.

EXAMPLE NO. ! AT AQUINAS: The Encore Program

One of the two new “degree LOITlplLth)ﬂ programs for adults presented
to the faculty for its approval in February 1969 came to be called
“Encore.”” It was patterned very closely after the Mundelein College
Degree Completion Program. [ts first director was Ms. Joan Crandall, a
young woman who had been teaching in the English Department of the
College.- She was offered the position for a variety of reasons: (1) she was
Vlrtually a protatype Qf the kind of woman we hoped to attmct (2) shc:
analogous to that of Enc:orc (3) she lmd, therefore, a natural empdthy for
the maturec women who were to be the special clientele of the program;
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(4) as a member of the under-employed English department she would nc¢
have to be replaced—thus the salary of the program administrator was not
an added expense but an already existing expenditure in the Coliege’s
operating budget; and (5) as an English instructor she would have a special
advantage as director, for she could teach the basic communications and
study skills seminar, the most frequent re-entry point for the mature
woman returning to college after many years. (Ir: teaching this course the
director gains invaluable insights into the students she will be counseling,)
Ms. Crandall proved an excellent chaice.

Encore, as a degree completion program for mature women has certain
practices designed tc meet the peculiar needs of the woman whose
youngest child is of school age. In the first year she takes only special
seminars that meet just once a week for eight weeks, between the hours of
9 a.m. and 2 p.m., hours during which her children are in school. Thus a
woman in Encore may, by taking one course at a time, still earn a mini-

mum of twelve semester hours of credit, one-tenth of the total degree

requirement, in her first full academic year. Add thosc twelve hours to
any previously earned college credit, which is liberally evaluated by the
registrar, and the typical Encore student (who usually has had a year or
more of previous college work) is well into or through the sophomore
yEgr N..ltumlly lf ShL cares to tkkg two seminars dt a tlme dunng thai f"rst

ordmdrl'y the dlrector of the program adVlSES,d more deliberate begrnnmg
in order to avoid failure and discouragement at the outset. ‘

Encore seminars are taught by the regular full-time members of the
Aquinas faculty, frequently senior members. Usually an Encore séminar is
taught as part of the professor’s regular load, especially if the department
offering the seminar is under-employed. Occasionally the seminar is taught
on an overload basis, in which case the instructor receives additional
compensation, but it is the responsibility of the director to offer teaching
assignments to the under-employed members of the faculty first.

The seminars which the Encore student takes in her first year tend to
be attractive offerings particularly suited to the adult st:dent just re-
turning to the academic world after a long absence. Modern drama, con-
temporary fiction, comparative religion, current social issues, history and
appreciation of art, psychology, and sociology, among others, have proved

Sucr;:easful These semina*‘s are not rgally a specml Lurrlculum tor the

resmcted to Enmrf; students not because they are not as ngcrc)us or
appropriate for regular late-adolescent students, but because in the begin-
ning many Encore students need the security of being only with their own
kind. Most Encore students do aot believe they can compete with regular
students, In fact, they can and do compete most effectively. By the begin-
ning of the second year the Encore student is gently steered into the

t 4R
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mainstream of the college curriculum, and it is rare indeed that she cannot
survive in head-to-head competition with the regular student body

Thus Encore is not so much a curricular program as a counseling
program with a modest variety of beginning seminars to assist the new
students through the transitional period. By the second year the Encore
student is usually well established in the regular curriculum of the College.
At this point she may seek so-called “life experience credit.” She does this
by combing the College catalog for course-offerings the objectives of
wh;ch she thm‘m ahe may have alrgady ar‘hi;ved thro’ugh some inf‘Qfmal
sh; pEtlthﬂS the dEpa;tment offermg the course and gives all appropnate
evidence to support her claim. The department chairman evalutes her
petition, He or she may react in one of several ways: disapprove it
outright, approve it outright, or approve it provisiorally,
on the fulfillment of certain conditions—e.g., a written examination, a
course of readings, an exercise or a project, an oral examination, etc. If
arid when the chairman approves the petition, credit is awarded to the
Encore studsnt. This credit is ungraded; it is not computed in the stu-
dent’s grade point average; it is entered upon the permanent record of the
student and appi.cs fully toward degree requirements. If the Encore stu-
dent transfers to another college or university, the “life experience credit”
is a regular part of the official transcript.

Is “life experience credit” a give-away? By no means. What kind of “life
t;xpuiencn earns c’rc:dit"?’ Usually it is dvmdtional activities w0rk iﬁ com=
Rarcly is a basm course dELOLthd for through the “life cxpenence
procedure—except, occasionally, in modern languages. ,

An Encore student pays no tuition for credit carned in the manner
described. She must pay a modest fee for administrative expenses, the
payment .of which is no guarantee of receiving credit; also, the fee once
paid is not paid a sccond time no matter how many petltxons are sub-
mitted. There are cases on record at both Mundelein and Aquinas of
women earning as much as twenty-five to fifty semester hours of credir -
through “life experience,” but these are extraordinary cases,

When Ms. Crandall launched Encore in 1969, her first task was to
recruit- students. During the late spring and summer more than seven
thous;md EﬂLOi‘E brochures were m;lilc,d tt;t lists o’f' members of the:’ PTA

of tlm rn;m,bcrg ot the loggl b..il' gnssouatmn C:xrl Scot 1t laaders were
another favcred list. Brochures were also placed in the public library and
every beauty parlor in town. Newspaper coverage was cxcellent, with
stories and pictures appearing in the Grand Rapids Press, the East Grand
Rapids Almanac, and the Negro Times. The Aquinas Magazine carried
f‘ull mv;mée in th; summer isquc, ai‘ course. ThurL; were spot announce-
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radio interviews on popular day-time programs occurred in July. The
director became a faverite guest speaker for many women’s organizations,
and the President never missed an opportunity to mention this program in
his public appearances. Two television interviews took place in August,
The Welcome Wagon routinely distributed Encore brochures to new-
comers in the community. Several churches also distributed brochures.

It will be observed that although promational activity was vigorous,
there is no mention of paid advertising in newspapers or the broadcast
media, The reasons are fairly simple: first, that kind of advertising is
expensive; second, that kind of advertising is really scattershot and there-
fore is probably appropriate only for a program whose natural clientele is
so dispersed that there is no other way to reach it; third, it is difficult to
prove that paid advertising really attracts customers,

As appiications came in, the counseling began. The procedure de-
veloped at Mundelein College was effectively adapted to the needs of
Aquinas. An applicant for admission to Encore is required to fill out a
fairly detailed questionnaire, which supplies not only standard infor-
mation but which also gives the applicant an ample opportunity to spell
out her educational and life goals. The final item is a brief essay on her
views of a community problem in which she is interested. (This final item
is in effect a writing sample and a rather accurate indicator of the appli-
cant’s degree of literacy.) The applicant has transcripts of all previous
college work sent to the Aquinas registrar for evaluation.

When the transcripts are received and evaluated, the director invites the
applicant to come to the College. On arrival she takes a reading and
vocabulary test (the Ohio State Psychological Test), a remarkably reliable
indicator and predictor of the applicant’s ability to do college-levul work.
Finally the counseling interview occurs. Armed with the evaluated tran-
scripts, the questionnaire responses, and the test results, the director is

well prepared to begin her conversation with the applicant. It may range .

far and wide over the woman’s past life and future aspirations. There are
many clues in that conversation as to where the woman oughit to re-enter
academic life—or, sometimes, it becornes obvious that she ought not be
returning to college at all, that some other activity would really be more
appropriate. At least one applicant in six is advised to go elsewhere, often
to specific programs outside Aquinas College. The purpose of the inter-
view is not to recruit students at all costs but to screen out those appli-
cants with a poor chance of success.

At last the applicant is either admitted or counseled to go elsewhere. If
admitted, she is ready for her first seminar. The director and the new

Encore student select this first learning experience very carefully, for a
failure at this juncture could be ruinous. Not only the course matter but
the insiructor is of the utmost importance. The director has to make some
very astute judgments in helping the new student make her re-entry.



graduate school and we invited Ms. Jane Idema, who had been a part-tinie
English instructor in the local junior college, to take over the program.
Her arrival on the scene coincided with what [ have come to recognize as
the second phase of this kind of degree completion program for mature

women, As lt happem;d at Mundd;.m Collgge in the thlrd Jnd fQurth

th!l’d yt:a,r at Aqumasi The f; ,st wave of women to come to Mundelem was
almost exclusively housewives, median age a bit over forty; the second
wave, to appear in the third and fourth years, included many more workmg

. womern, medmn age; three or four years younger Tht: same phenomanon is

commumty. more and more workmg women, somewhat younger on thc
average than the charter members in the program, have come back to
college. Their time requirements are quite different, but otherwise they
have the same needs, aspirations, and problems that the first wave of
students had. Aquinas College could not have accommodated working
women if it had not already had its Career Action program, an evening
degree completion program (see Example No. 2, below), in operation; it
has been a relatively simple matter to expand the course offerings to meet
the scheduling needs of these working women in Encore,

Ms. Idema tailored her thinking to conform to the realities. As more
working women entered the program, she has refocused her promotion
;md fecruitmgnt ef'f‘orts to reach irito 'the pl;lLEf; Wher@ th'éy wark As her
campdm\:s whlc;h ara ff;t::lmg the hot br;ath «S,f REV]SLd C)rdt:r ND. 43’
There could be no more apt illustration of “‘an acute sense of seren-
dipity,” mentioned back in Chapter 3!

EXAMPLE NO. 2 AT AQUINAS: The Career Action Program

The second of the two degree completion programs for adults to be
begun by Aquinas College in the fall of 71969 was christened “‘Career
Action.” It was frankly carcer-oriénted and pragimatic in design. On the
face of it, it was a departure for this liberal arts college to enter the field
of vocational education-but only on the face of if. Aquinas College, like

-most other invisible colleges, had reaily been in the business of educating

young people to make a living ever since its beginning. Of the fifteen
career-oriented disciplines mentioned earlier in this chapter, Aquinas
offers thirteen, and certainly it has always taken great pride in its gradu-
ates who went on to distinguish themselves in these fields. Why, then, not
make the most of the already available curricular resources and degree
programs that existed at the College? Why not combine them with some
conscientious career and academic counseling into a program that would
serve very specifically the needs of a readily identifiable clientele?
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Pragmatic in design, Aquinas' Career
Action Program imparts occupational
skills.to area residents. Unlike many
adult-education programs, however,
it is a credit program leading to a
degree. Above are students in an
evening business class, below, an
instructor checks a student’s work in
a health-technician class.
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Career Action is as unlike those familiar, exquisitely fashioned, non-
credit adult education programs as an education program can be, It is a
credit program. It leads to a degree. Asits midpoint it offers a certificaie,
It never misses an opportunity to confer a credential. All this docu-
mentary testimony of the progress of our students is useful to them; the
least we can do is to help., ’

The first director of Career Action was Dr. Ralph Bennett, acting chair-
man of the department of economics and business administration. No
reluctant appointee he, Dr. Bennett had been campaigning for an evening
program in business administration for several years; when the oppor-
tunity to direct Career Action appeared, he eagerly volunteered to take on
the job. During his remarkable incumbency Career Action grew fiom
scratch into onc of the most successful programs of its kind. By the end of
the 1971-72 academic year more than five hundred students had entered
the program, and the number has continued to grow under the leadership
of a new director. Today there are more than seven hundred students in
the program.

In academic features Career Action closely resembles the Encore pro-
gram. Based on the assumption that its clientele is the young-to-mjddle-
aged working man or woman, Career Action has its classes scheduled in
the evening hours, There is a further assumption that in the beginning the

:"'wc!rkmg person n:turnmg to C‘Gllege study may not he wnllmg or able to

usual!y ‘meet once each weck for a four—hour penod ln ordgr to
accelerate the Career Action student’s progress toward the degree, Dr.
Bennett asked permission to use four twelve-week ‘“‘quadmesters’ each
year instead of the two standard sixteen-week semesters plus six-week
summer session. Thus a Career Action student could, by going to class
only one evening a week for a year, earn twelve semester hours of credit;
by going two evenings a week, he or she could earn twenty-four, but, as in
the case of Encore, the director of Career Action tended to counsei taking
only one course at a time, especially at the beginning. An adult may burn
up in the academic atmnsphere on re-entry.

Career Action, unlike Encore, is a full curricular program. Where.
Encore students are carried into the regular curriculum of the College o,
means of several special transitional seminars in the first year, Career
Action students want and receive practical business courses in accounting,
management, marketing, business law, and economics from the beginning.
Very often they can upgrade their job competence almost as soon as they
enter the program. Desire for promotion is a powerful motive,

The faculty of Career Action, therefore, had to come in part from
outside the College even at the beginning. Dr. Bennett was the first at
Aquinas to make a major application of the “brokerage”’ concept by going
into the business community to recruit first-rate practitioners to teach the
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courses, however, sre usually taught by regular members of the full-time
faculty. Thus, not only are students receiving the best of two worlds, but
those two worlds also meet in the facultv lounge for mutual enrichment,

To say that Career Action is a full curricular program is not to suggest
that it puts any less emphasis on good counseling than does Encore. Dr,
Bennett spent many hundreds of man-hours on counseling each student
individually at least once cach quadmester. No less insecure than the
women in Encore, the men and women in Career Action need every
possible support, especially during the critical first year in the program

precisely as it is in Encore.

Promotion and recruitment for Career Action were somewhat different
from the efforts for Encore. Whereas the potential Encore student was
identified by way of her participation in certain kinds of activities or by

to be found through his or her work. Therefore Dr. Bennett aimed his’

immense energy and persuasive talents at the personnel and training di-
rectors of Grand Rapids industry. {nstead of mailing brochures to pros-
pects he left brochures with these personnel people to be distributed to
the employees. He made no fewer than 125 such company contacts be-
tween March and July, 1969, thus disiributing more than six thousand
brochures. College counselors and department heads at several juuicr
colleges and business colleges were also approached and apprised of the
possibilities for their students if they wanted to work on for a degree.

The Grand Rapids Press gave good coverage to the program, and as an
experiment Dr. Bennett placed some very inexpensive advertisements in
the personal column of the Press, with good results. Both radio and tele-
vision gave excellent exposure to the program through interviews. Mean-
while Dr. Bennett worked indefatigably, talking to everyone who might
become a student or who knew someone who might become a student,

Applications began to pour into the College by mid-summer. The
process followed by Dr. Bennett was much the same as that being used by
Ms. Crandall in Encore. Instead of the Ohio State Psychological Test, he
- used the School and College Aptitude Test, but otherwise the same tech-
niques were used to screen applicants and to make some prediction as to
their likelihood of succeeding. The motives of applicants tended to be
more clear-cut than in Encore, but otherwise there was marked similarity
between the counseling processes of the two programs. Academic advising
in Career Actions is, on the whole, simpler than it is in Encore because
Career Action has only a few curricular routes to a.business degree where-
as Encore may have as many curricular channels to be piloted as there are
sequences in the College catalog.

The contact between the Career Aic:tion student and the director of the
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program is a continuing one and a somewhat more constant one than that
between Encore student and director. The reason is that the Career Action
director is in effect both dean and department chairman to the student
throughout his or her career at Aquinas. Further, being an evening student,
the man or woman in Career Action has less involvement in the regular
daytime world of the College.

the as lnterestmg as the stud?nts are the adlemt fnuu!ty members
Typlcal adJum:t teachers are probably first taken to be unemploydble by
an invisible college. They have all the necessary academic credentials for
undergraduate teaching. They liave a wide range of real-world experience.
They prove that they can be competent teachers. Yet they are seen as
unemployablz because their salary requirements are usudlly much higher
than those of most undergraduate college teachers. But they teach in
Career Acticn because, even as practicing professionals, they still have a
strong desire to teach what they have learned about their professwns in
practicing them. The beneficiaries clearly are the students—but not they
alone, for regular members of the Aquinas faculty also have an oppor-
tunity to associate with the practitioners, for the mutual benefit of both.

Finally, then, for all to achieve maximum benefit from the presenae of
the adjunct faculty, these “outsiders” must become “insiders” through
careful integration. Instead of being forever “lecturers,” that anomalous
designation of the transient member of the faculty, they should pe’rhaps
be accorded ranks of “adjunct instructor,” “adjunct assistant professor,”
etc., as they advance in experience and merit and professional compe-
tence. Adjunct rank should be more than a new euphemism; it should
have real meaning within the seniority system of the institution. Advance-
ments in adjunct rank should add perquisites and authority in decision-
making within the legislative apparatus of the school. Once again, the
devising of such a system will require ‘a statesmanlike act on the part of
the regular faculty, for such recognition of adjunct faculty may well be
seen to be some erosion of the regular faculty’s authority and dignity. Yet
the Aquinas faculty discovered that sharing some of its decision-making
authority with the students (at the end of the Self-Study) did not dilute
its own: rather that sharing led the College closer to being a true com-
munity than it had-been before,

Early in the 1971-72 academic year, Dr. Bennett asked to be relieved of
the directorship of the Career Action program as soon as an adequate
replacement could be found. He felt, with justification, that the program
was securely launched and sglf'-sustammg, and he wanted to return to his
feal love, teaching. The success of Career Action indicated that Dr. Ben-
nett’s successor ought to be a full-time continuing education administrator
so that he or she could build on the base of Career Action, coordinate the
other continuing education programs in the College, and launch new
programs as occasions presentedﬂﬂ@mselves{. '



Mr. William Parker, who accepted our offer, appeared to have an extra-
ordinary combination of the talents and characteristics we thought right

for the new post of Director of Community Education. He had the -

academic credentials in accounting to give him status with the regular
faculty, he had the business experience to give him special insights into the
problems and promise of Career Action (the foundation stone cf the new
Community Education division), and he had the administrative experience
in continuing education to enable him to move out from the already
existing programs at the College to new ones. He also had the aggres-
siveness and drive to break out into new educational markets and the
inventiveness to capitalize on opportunities.

EXAMPLE NO. 3 AT AQUINAS

The existence of Ercore and Career Action has made it possible for
Aquinas College to respond to certain skilled workers who feel the neced
for professionalization and enrichment through degree completion. Spe-
cifically Grand Rapids, a major medical center tnt until this year without
a collegiate school of nursing, has a large number of diplomate nurses
desiring a baccalaureate degree. It wus pointed out by Mr. Daniel Pilon,
staff assistant to the President, that these nurses who have had three
intensivf} years of nursing uducation were normally receiving fgwer than
and umversntles When he also dlSL overed that they tested gut as equal in
their nursing skills to nurses with standard four-year nursing degrees, it
seemed a small concession for Aquinas to award sixty-four semester hours
of credit to the diplomate nurse who becomes a baccaiaureate degree
candidate. Needless to' say, she or he cannot earn a nursing degree at
Aquinas, but all these people will be the better for their new degrees, on
the job, at home, and in the community.

"EXAMPLE NO. 4 AT AQUINAS: The College Expectations Program

In the summer of 1970—in the lull following the end of the Self-
Study—a new program was launched at Aquinas College in response to a
recommendation that came out of the Study. One of the teams of
Aquinas visitors which had gone exploring that March had come home
with the story of a remarkable remedial learning center at an Ohio college.
The team members went back into their study groups full of enthusiasm
for such a center at Aquinas—to serve Aquinas students during the acad-
emic year and to serve the general public during the summer.

The most effective counselor of students with academic problems was
generally conceded to be Mr. Paul Melson, the assistant academic dean. He
had come to Aquinas from an excellent boys’ high sclivol in Cincinnati
the year before, and he was indeed gited with special skills in counseling

the “slow” student. He agreed to take on the new remedial learning center
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and to try it on an experimental basis that summer for a group of local
high school students. He spent several days at the Ohio college to see how
its learning center functioned. He came home full of ideas of his own.

The new program we named “College Expectations Program.” It was .
aimed at the high school sophomore or junior who was not sure whether
he or she could make it in college or, in fact, whether he or she wanted to
go to college at-all. Mr. Nelson conferrgd at length with the counselors of
several parochial and public high schools in the Grand Rapids area to see 11'
they believed there was any v.lue in or demand for a pi v um designed -
help~a high school student -who is probably an under-achiever discover
something about his or her fitness for college. The response of the coun-
selors was highly affirmative—and somewhat apologetic, for they admitted
that their own school systems should probably be doing this job. But the
fact of the matter was that nobody in Grand Rapids at that time was
doing the job. The vacuum begged to be filled, and Aquinas felt that it
had the resources available to do the job.

The counselors were immensely helpful in pmvndmg mailing lists for the
Aquinas brochure, and they promised to pass the word about the program
on to those students who they knew needed it. It was recognized that the
very students who probably needed the program most “ere not very likely
to be willing to give up six weeks of their summer vacation to do what
they liked least doing. Accordingly it became a tacit understanding that in
a sense the client of this program was to be the concerned parent, at least
in a secondary way. We kn-+v that if w  wantc veach the 11l client,
the under-achieving high schoo!' sophome:e or junior, we probably had to
do so through his or her parents.

The program itself began to take shape. We knew, first of all, that we
had a numerous and talented faculty at our disposal for the experiment.
The congregaticn of Dominican Sisters, who are the rock on which
Aauinas College was built. let it be known that there were at least ten or
more experienced and talented high school teachers in their ranks who
were willing to contribute their summers to the project. Meanwhile Mr.
Nelson. had recruited another dozen administrators and teachers at
Aquinas, all of whom were willing to try their hands at remedial educa-
tion. With such riches on tap, the director of College Expectations began
to consult with his colleagues on the design of the program itself. Among
them they agreed that the crucial ingredients ought to be the following:
(1) an admissions counseling service; (2) a tﬁ:stmg service; (3) a study skills
seminar; (4) a career counseling service; (5) general S‘upportlvc counseling
to get at the root of the motivational problem; (6) a college-selection
counseling service; and (7) some substantive learning experiences, at least
one of which- would be at the Lolleglate level (for which college credit
would be earned and held “in escrow’ for the student untll he or she

entered college). | -
al



- The Ca[légeléxpeétat 5 nggfaﬂi gave hjghischéal students ¢
life so that they couid decide if they wanted to attend college
citizen inspects computer hardware.
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The notion was that for five mornings a week for six weeks—with after-
noons left open for special conferences and problemasolvmgathe CEVY
student would go through a series of individual and group experiences
designed to get at his or her problem as an academic animal. Ultimately, if
it appeared that he-or she was indeed capable of doing college-level work,
he or she and the parents would spend a day with the staff of the Aquinas
College admissions office to help the youngster pick an appropriate col-
lege. The ground rules were strict; the admissions office people, pro-
fessional recruiters though they were, were strictly enjoined against selling
Aquinas College to the student,

By mid-June, when the first CEP class had been recruited, there was
dissatistaction among the Dominican Sister volunteers because they felt
that too many of the CEP students were middle-class and upper-middle-
class and too few were disadvantaged. Mr, Nelson spent an arduous ten
days trying-to bring the number of disadvantaged up to acceptable levels—
on a free tuition basis. The curious phenomenon of being unable to give
away what we had been selling for 3180 (plus the cost of materials) was a
highly instructive lesson that was later to serve us in good stead as we
moved toward a Black Studies Program, but that is another story.

At any rate, by the end of June we were ready to go, and the forty-odd
students who lived through the first summer of College Expectations were
treated to a remarkavle learning experience—for themselves and their
teachers, Now, two years later, as we iook back to that first summer, we
may question some of the things we did, but the .resuits, even in the
beginning, were gratifying.

Not every CEP story has a happy ending. One student in four drops out
or persists until the end but to no visible purpose. Some make superficial
progress but regress once out of the supportive atmosphere of the pro-
gram. But many find themselves—even in the reverse sense, as some stu-
dents find that college is not really for them, These are the success stories
of CEP, and they occur often enough to warrant this unorthodox service -
of a liberal arts college to the community in which it is located.

Where do you find a Paul Nelson? It should be easy. He describes
hlmself simply as someone who hated schoul himself!

EXAMPLE NO. 5 AT AQUINAS: Saturday Classes

In the course of the Self-Study, Ms. Winifred Lutz, a young member of
the art department who was keenly attuned to the students came up with
an interesting idea, Why not put senior art and science students to work as
instructors of enrichment courses for junior high school students? It
would provide the Aquinas student with useful experience in teaching. it
would be a stlmulatmg learning experience for the young students, giving
thzm a taste of the arts and sciences in a learning-by-doing format—in a
college setting. Inasmugh as it ‘fg not to be offered except as a supple-
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mentary program, not involving acaceinic credit, and inasmuch as the
admission fee (to be distributed to the student-teacher) was to be modest,
there could not be any criticism of the program on ethical grounds. In

general, it was seen as a break-even operation for the College in which all -

P ielpaiiis would have something to gain.

And that is just thz way it worked out, More than a hundred youngsters
from the nejghboring puiblic and parochial schools gathered on campus on
Saturday mornings during the regular school year. Obviously they enjoyed
themselves immensely. The student-teachers made discoveries about them-
selves as they came in contact with early teen-agers in the studio and

laboratory. As all worthy educational programs should be, the “Saturday

Classes™ were a learning experience for everyone involved.

EXAMPLE NO. 6 AT AQUINAS: Workshop for Local Police

The arrival of a young political science instructor who had written his
doctoral dissertation on the relationship between the police of a Southern
city and its black population triggered another idea. With federal Law
Enfercement Education Program funds-available to pay the tuition for the
police-officer students in the program, Dr. Donald Norris assured himself
of his clientele and then designed a program tn meet its needs. Twenty-
nine police supervisors drawn from the Greater Grand Rapids area and the
state police spent a month of intznsive study with a faculty including
members of Aquinas’ regular staif and outside experts assembled for the
workshop. Three semester hours of credit, under the Urban Studies rubric,
were earned by the participants in this Summer 1971 seminar-workshop
dealing with the problems of police-community relations,

The arrival of another young instructor in the following fall, this man a
sociologist who had been a Michigan State Trooper, promises an inter-
esting expansion and extension of the program begun by Dr. Norris,

The questicn may be raised about the appropriateness of this kind of
workshop in a liberal arts college. Who would contend that it is not a
worthy end to help in thé creation of a humane constabulary? And what
is one of the proud claims of the liberal arts but that they are humanizing
forces in an ‘unjust and unfeeling world?

EXAMPLE NO. 7 AT AQUINAS: L. D. E. A.

Breathes there the college, with soul so invisiple, which never to itself
hath said, *“You know, we really ought to do something for our alumni?”
So it does something immediately; it sends out ancther fund-raizing letter,
offering them still one more oppcrtunity to support alma mater. Ask not
what your alumni can do for you, but what can you do for your aluinni.
Or, better stlll your ex-alumni. (Now back to the third person. . .)

The Summer of 1970 was the season in which the College Expeutatxons
‘Program was instituted. The Summer of 1971 was the season in which

- 5¢
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Aquinas had its first Summer School Without Walls., Both were the
product of the innovative skill of Assistant Dean Paul Nelson, Whereas the
first became the prototype of the year-round learning services center for
all Aquinas students who wanted special assistance, the second was the
forerunner of Aquinas College’s external degree program, now called
IDEA (acronym for Individually Designed Education for Adults).

When Aquinas College first became interested in a remote tutorial pro-
gram in the spring of 1971, it went to the source, Goddard College, which
has a highly sophisticated special adult external degree program. Paul
Nelson and 1 went to Plainfield, Vermont, to talk to William Hamlin and
Richard Hathaway. Generous and communicative, they told us of their
experiences in depth and with aksnlute candor. Our own experience with
independent study at Aquinas gave us some grounds for understanding,
and, coupled with our now extensive experience in adult education, their
I’EVEl;lthl“lS put matters into perspective. Our intention was twofold: first,
to try out the independent study format and academic contract idea in
the 1971 summer school; and second, to expand the summer session
experience into a full-blown external degres program during the 1971-72
academic year. What our colleagues at Goddard had reaffirmed, of course,
was our LO!’IVICthﬂ that thc hcart of any efﬁ:;txve adult program espei

mtensgly personahzed cotxn5t:1111g

The 1971 Summer School Without Walls was, first of all, an attempt to
stop the steady erosion of Aquinas’ summer program. With high tuition
and no air-conditioning, regular summer classes at Aquinas had been
falling off year by year until they almost disappeared in the Summer of
1970 (hence the free faculty time with which to try the College Expec-
tatlons Progmm') Se.(.ond Mr. Nelson was LOl‘lVll'lCEd that mdependent
worcl among our own students then he sent an attraatlvg brochure tcr
every college and university in the country where we even suspected there
might be students whose homes were in Grand Rapids: third, he advertised
in the student newspapers of those colleges and universities where we
knew there were large numbers of Grand Rapids students.

ThL results were gratifying Sumr’n’er E’:nrollmtnt more th;m doubled
Emp!oyment were engagcd to work out tht: ElCddL!TllL Lontracts and serve
as tutors. Departments which had never given serious thought to uncon-
ventional modes of instruction now found themselves becoming involved
in new ways of teaching—not without some anguish, it should be noted.
One department arbitrarily laid down the principle that a student would
have to read four books for every semester hour of credit contracted for;
another demanded unending written reports of work accomplished.
Others, however, caught the spirit of independent study and saw its

- potential for permitting the student to earn credit while engaged in extra-
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ordinary learning experiences: a report of summer work done in the local
juvenile court, a detailed account and critique of art works seen in the
course of a summer's travel through the cities of Italy, a study of the
service being rendered by a social service agency, the writing of a novella,
the preparation of a series of lectures on death and dying to student
nurses (taped for evaluation by the instructor), the preparation of slides
(with narration) of Greek and Cretan ruins (for archeology credit),
readings on fascism by a student traveling in Germany and Italy, elc.

So satisfactory were the results of that first Summer School Without
Walls that we knew, half-way through the session, that the principles we
were learning could and should be applied to a wider clientele than Grand
Rapids college students on summer vacation. We 'were rezsonably certain
that we did not want to compete directly with Goddard for an elite
national adult clientele, but we did believe that we could offer a valuable
educational service of the kind Goddard had pioneered te some special
adult clienteles which already had some affinity for Aquinas: first, our
left the Grand Rapids area but wanted to continue work on their degrees
(really special kinds of ex-alumnae and ex-alumni); and third. the ex-
alumni of other colleges and universities who might need the special
features of an external degree program to continue their studies.

Another departure we made from the Goddard model was to offer
external degree study on a coursc-by-course basie rather than on a six-
month module (equivalent to a full semester) basis. Otherwise we in-
tended to retain several other features of Goddard's admirable adult
degree program: its intensive personal counseling; its socialization of a
number of individual students into a cohesive group; its project-
orientation in the making of academic contracts, .

The experience the Aquinas faculty had gained during the summer of
1971 was the foundation on which the new external degree program at
Aquinas was to be built. It was evident that such a program could only
come into being if the faculty really believed in it and would make the

of interest and generally strong cooperation among the faculty in Summer
School Without Walls, We were encouraged to continue.

As always, the first problem was the discovery of a director. Dean
Nelson had far too many other activities to take on even one more, and so
we began our search elsewhere in the college, Dr. Robert Clarke, chairman
of the political science department, qualified in every way: he had just
been promoted to full professor; he was widely respected by other faculty
members of all ages; he had a reputation as an innovative teacher, who had
been sending his students into the community for special learning expe-
riences for several years; he was willing to launch the program for Aquinas
although he made it clear from the beginning that his primary long-range
interest lay in teaching, not administration.

’ o6
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tie held the leadership of the program until June 1972, at which time
Sister Harriet Sanborn of the Education Department became available to
assyme the duties of director of the program. Sister Sunborn brought
special qualities to the task. Her years in preparing young people to enter
secondary education as teachers had sharpened her interest in new
teaching techniques and new modes of learning. Being very well read in
these areas, she was eager to try some of these theories. This program was
ideal for someone with Sister Sanborn’s predilection for careful experi-
mentation. 7

The title of the program became IDEA, the acronym, “/ndividually
Designed Educasion for Adults.” The brochures were printed in No-
and the names of all former Encore and Carcer Action students, Publicity
releases were sent to every daily and weekly newspaper in Michigan, many
of which carried the story, Dr. Clarke, a personable man, was a frequent
guest on radio and television interview programs on Michigan stutions. On
the whole, IREA got excellent start-up publicity. The timing was less than
ideal-mid-winter and post-holidays—but it seemed desirable not to wait
until the foilowing September, when educution fever would be running

How good un idea is IDEA? These are its features, as sct down in the
recruitment brochure:

WHO CAN ATTEND? Any mature adult beyond the normal college age, who
has the eapacity to do college work. If you have had previous college ex-
perience ycu can pick up where you left off. Previous college-level work
will be carefully evaluatad. If you have had no previous colle, 2 experience,
you will take tests which will indicate your aptitude and abilities and will

ist the counselor in helping you design your =ducational program. You
can live anywhere in the U.5. and still enroll ir. IDEA since the program is
based on independcnt study,

HOW DOES IT WORK? There can be as many study programs as there are
studenis because your schedule of courses is tailor-made to match your
interests, your educational goals and the time you have available. A counselor
will work with you: together you will draw up an educational plan. After
careful counseling and program planning on the Aquinas campus, you wil!
meet with the professor of the course (or courses) you have selected, IDEA
study may consist of readings, research, work-study, travel, investigation and
analysis, or some combination of these. You may, witi the approval of the
professor, Cesign an academic program of study which best fits your needs.

For each course 2 memorandum of agreement is drawn up between the pro-
fessor and the student. The agreement includes: a description of the course o
project; the amount of credit to be earned; the schedule for completion; &
preliminary bibliography or list of resources; the method of evaluation and
the method of reporting (i.e., phone, letter, tape, personal meetings). The
agreement, signed by the student and the professor and filed with the Di-
rector, is mutually binding.
4 e
]



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

HOW MUCH TIME MUST | SPEND ON CAMPUS? When you enroll in IDEA
you spend two or three days on campus for orientation, counseling, advising,
course selection and working out your program with your professors, Upon
mmpktian af ygur agfeumml ynu will rLturn lc: tlm c,ampus fr,lr fmal LV..IIUH!

ljc .w:nlablc: fora ﬂﬁmlﬂdl fu:
IS TEE IDEA DEGREE DIFFERENT FROM THE REGULAR B, A ? Ne—only
the method by which it is ezrned.

WHEN MAY 1 START? Today, tomorrow, next month—IDEA operates under
an .jdnussmns pamy whu,h glVLS yau nu!umum ﬂuuhllny ThL agr;umnt

smm;l t ,t circumstanc:’:s may arisc guusing you to drup out fgr a while; your
standing is not endangered and you can resume your program whenever you
are able.

IDEA also offers its students the same opportunities for “life experience
credit' the Engor; 4nd CJI'LLI' Action progrdms do.

By Jung 197, tht:r; were snity tw; reglstmnts w1th a de;ﬁrcc gommntn’an
The preliminary feeling is that, minimally, IDEA will be a valuable and a
valid educational service for ex-alumni 2nd an invaluable adjunct service to
complement the Encore and Career Action programs. It may indeed
develop into a strong autonomous program.

EXAMPLE NO. 8 AT AQUINAS: Campus Health Club

Aquinas Coellege has a practically new field house that had virtually no
users every afterncon between five and seven o’clock—until the fall of
1970. Phillip Kahler, the director of athletics, suggested that if we would
install a sauna in an available basement area, print a brochure describing
our athletic facilities, and distribute it in the right places, we could per-
form a good health service, make friends, and do better than break even
financially. He was right. The first group of customers, which had to be
hrmtc:d to 1?0 becausc: tlmt was ﬂ’lE: number of dleldblE lock;rs paud for

has a rcgular waltmg llSt -a llSIi by *ha way, ‘that m;ludes mmy succ:essf‘ul
business and professional men and women who have in consequence be-
come friends and supporters of the College. (Somehow it seems immoral
to do well by doing good . . .)

As we said, several thousand words @0, the list is long, and it may
indeed be endless—the list of opportunities available to an invisible col-
lege. The key to the successful exploitation of these opportunities is the
discovery of accessible clienteles with particular educational needs.

How should the invisible college go about finding these clienteles? By
employing special staff or by retooling existing staff to analyze the edu-
cational needs of the community in which the college is located. But, it

S8
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may be objected, unless the college is so fortunate as to find this Kind of
specialist already present on the staff, money will have to be invested in
new staff.
Let us assume, then, that the invisible college in question is unferturate
in having no community education specialists. What should it do?
_Probably there is no drearier form of writing known to Twentieth-
Century man than Foundation Proposal Prose, especially Foundation
Proposal Prose that has failed to extract any money from the Foundation.
So be it. Offered herewith, notwithstanding, is one page of a proposal that
did not bring appreciative tears to the eyes of any foundation executives,
or if it did, there was still no money forthcoming. ’

A New Kind of Community College

This is how we intend to create this new kind of community college. We hope,
with the help of the Foundation in the beginning, to invent a mechanism where-
by we can discover the real continuing educational needs of the community. Let
us call it the Educational Problen: Clinic. We shall staff it with two counselors
(one of whom will be a woman especially attuned to the needs and problems of
the contemporary woman in society). Both counselors will be experienced in
psychological techniques to enable them to make appropriate referrals, even for
therapy when such is indicated. Both counselors will also be totally informed of
all availeble educational and training programs in our areg so that they will be
able to make an immediate educational referral, not merely give generalized
advice to the it

The third person in the Clinic will be the dircctor. He or she plays the role of
edueational broker. He or she will be assisted by a specialist in the design of
short courses, special seminars, workshops, and all manner of ad hoc programs as
they may be needed.

‘This is how the Clinic will operate. A client will come seeking a solution to his or
her educational problem. He or she may be discontented with his or her present
situation, perhaps he or she may even be in the market for a new career. He or
she will be interviewed in depth by the counselor, tested as appropriate, and his
or her need diagnosed. He or she may then be referréd to an existing educational
or training service in the community, or to a professional or commercial per-
sonnel service—or, if the clicnt’s needs cannot be ser by any of these, hi
her need will be referred to the Director. The Director, will determine if the

broker—to mobilize the personnel and materiel resources of the community to
meet the educational need of the group thus discovered.

Thus two purposes are served. The client has access to information, counseling,
and programs he or she cannot find on his or her own. The College, meanwhile, hus
on-going market research into the continuing educational needs of every segment
of the community. The College, serving as broker (through the agency of the
Clinic Director), is then able to create educational programs not invented on the
basis of intuition but of certain knowledge. Both the public and the College are
well served, The College indeed becomes a new kind of community college, not
in competition with any existing institution or agency, but rather filling educa-
tional voids (at the college level) as they appear and only for as long as they are
there. Flexibility, economy, efficiency, and sensitivity to the continually
changing needs of the modern world will be the hallmarks of the Clinic’s func-
tion and the College’s sérvick;, £7
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This College has no intention of trying to be all things to all persons; on the
contrary, it intends to steer clients to existing services and only to fill gaps in
those services as it is appropriate for a private liberal arts college to do so.

Any invisible college administrator is now free to try out that page of
prose on his or her favorite foundation. It did not work for Aquinas, but
it may be that Aquinas picked the wrong foundation.

Effectiveness of the appeal aside, the significant point is that, buried in
the presentation, is an ideaiized bureaucratic device for doing educational
market research in a population center at or somewhere near the size of
Grand Rapids. There may well be other and better devices, but had
Aquinas been successful in its appeal to this particular foundation, it
would have had a highly serviceable mechanism for finding new clienteles.

As a niatter of fact, Aquinas College has had to do its searching on its
own. It has had to gamble some of its operational funds to hire a specialist
in community education to serve as its principal “broker.” As related
zbove, when Dr. Bennett resigned as director of Career Action in 1971, we
used the open half-slot in the College’s administrative table of organi-
zation as the aperture in which to install Mr. Parker, the specialist. Thus
only a second half-sloi was added to the over-all administrative structure,
Mr. Parker has now been called upon to improvise from within the College
roster of personnel a bureau capable of becoming the Educational
Problem Clinic. At this early date there is already considerable evidence
that it will succeed.

Aquinas College seems well on its way to becoming a ‘“‘new kind of
community college”—without benefit of foundation subsidy.



6
The Economics of
Community Education |

*“But when all is said and done,” the skeptic will say (being a skeptic, he
or she will be given to using just such a clich€), "“how supportive of the
operating budget is your community education prograinming?”

Very.

Let us review the economics of community education. First, the regular
faculty of the College is more fully employed, hence more “productive.”
Second, the administration is more fully employed, thus lightening the
overhead by spreading it more thinly. Third, the administration is more

grams (e.g., Encore), otherwise empty seats in classrooms are filled by
students paying full tuition, thus increasing income without any signifi-
cant increase in expenditures. Fifth, off-hour programs (e.g., Cureer
Action, Saturday Classes, and Campus Health Club) are making use of
facilities when they would otherwise be vacant. Sixth, programs requiring
special facilities (e.g., Campus Health Club, Saturday Classes, and Creative
Leisure) are making fuller use of tiese particular facilities. Seventh, pro-
grams which are built on adjunct faculty (e.g., Career Action) are run on a
variable-cost basis, thus insuring against loss. And eighth, the addition of
part-time students {thereby increasing the FTE count) at a propor-
tionately higher rate than part-time faculty significantly raises the student-
faculty ratio (at Aguinas we raised the student-faculty ratio from
12.5-to-1 to 17-to-1 in four years).! In summary both people and facilities
are more fully used—and when out-of-pocket expenses are incurred, they
are invariably offset by income in excess of those expenditures. This kind
of programming has to be budget-supportive.

e ——— i‘_‘l; e
' Sce graph p. 4 above, N L
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Of all the programs outlinud in Chapter 5, Encore and Career Action
are the best established and have the longest histories. Accordingly, we
shatl look at the income and expenditures for these two programs over the
four years of their existence to see how the economics really works.

Both Encore and Career Action held their first classes in September
1969. The tuition charge in each program was $35 per credit hour (raised
to $45 per credit hour in September 1970, at which level it continues
today). Income figures given in Table | are entirely from tuition. The
expenditure figures represent out-of-pocket expenditures—i.e., payments of
cash that would not have been made if the programs had not existed. Thus
there is no expenditure recorded for instruction in a given course if the
instructor is a full-time member of the faculty who is teaching the course
as part of his or her regular teaching load—a common occurrence in the
Encore program. If, however, the instructor is teaching the course on an
overload basis, the extra compensation tie or she receives is an expenditure
charged to the program. And obviously if the instructor is an adjunct
member of the faculty, his or her compensation is charged as an ex-
penditure.

Let us look at the Encore program first.

n
oy )

TABLE 1

Encore Program Income and Expenditures, 1969-73
FY 1970 FY 1971 FY 1972 FY 1973
Income $22,989 $31,048 $52,212 $92,382
Expenditures
Instruction 2,600 3,851 1,833 5110
Administration 12,548 14548 11,929 15780 12,050 13,883 12,078 17,188

Excess of Income
over Expenditures % 8,441 15,268 $38,329 $75,194

Return on Cash )
Investment 58% 7% 276% 437%

As can be seen, then, Encore was not only self-sufficient from the
beginning but it was actually supportive of the College budget, making a
substantial 58% return in its first year, rising to an amazing 437% in the
fourth year. It will be noted that while income was increasing.sub-
stantially during this foyr-year pe: i, expenditures remained fairly con-
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stant. The key to this performance is, of <ourse, that the cost of instruc-
tion was very low. Most of it was, in on¢ way or another, prepaid. The
instructors in the special Encore seminars were in almost every case
regular fuil-time members of the faculty who taught the seminars as part
of their regular teaching loads. As Encore students moved into their
second and third years, they occupisd seats in regular classes that other- °
wise would have been empty. Hence the out-of-pocket cost of instruction
was minimal, and as the program grew, so did its income but not its
expenditures.
Now let us look at the Career Action program.

TABLE 2
Career Action Program Income and Expenditures, 1969-1973
FY 1970 FY 1971 FY 1972
Income $93,522 $158,535 $178,461
Expenditures

Instruction 19,903 35,981 31,117 66,340
Administration 10426 30329 15550 51,531 25284 56,401 34,532

FY 1973
$276,833

100,872

Excess of income
over Expenditures $63,193 $107,004 $122,060

Return on Cash
investment 208% 208% 216%

$176,081

175%

Career Action, it will be remembered, is the first of the *‘brokered”
programs—i.e., a program in which the College engages a substantial ad-
junct faculty to augment the regular full-time faculty. It is a program
operated on a variable-cost basis. Thus, as it can be seen, the rate of return
started out immediately in exces: of 200% and has remained at approxi-
mately that level to the present. Whereas Encore with its minimal instruc-
tion cost and its fairly constant administrative costs showed an astonishing
increase in its rate of return, Career Action started out at a high level and
stayed close to that level, and it would probably continue to do so no
matter whether the volume of the program increased, decreased, or held
steady. It is in the very nature of a variable-cost program to behave just so.

Again, it may be pointed out that the total four-year expenditure for
advertising for Career Action was only $985.

To isolate Encore and Carcer Action from the full list of community
education programs offered by Aquinas College may well seem a selective

£3 -~
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process that highlights successes, thereby distorting the total picture.
Encore and Career Action have been, to be sure, the most successful
programs attempted at Aquinas—they also happen to be the first programs
and thus have the iongest history. Yet to dispel the impression that they
are anomalous let us put them into context. Let us see what difference
this kind of programming has made in the financial Gperatians of Aquinas
Collegc (SE‘E able ‘3 next page)

give some notlon of the lmportancc that commumty edu;atlon pro—
gramming has played in bringing Aquinas College from deep in the red
back into the black. Almost half of the additional income earned from
tuition came from these community education programs. Further, tuition
income from community education programr in FY 1973, the most recent
year, amounts to $453,000—-a little more than 21% of the total under-
graduate tuition income of the College for the year. Actually this 21% 1.
earned at far less expense to the College than the other 79% for all the
reasons stated earlier in this chapter. Hence it is income that is eminently
suppcrtive @f' the opemting budget

programs have had on the DpEf&thﬂS of the C‘Dllege, ‘

Aquinas College, typical of most invisible colleges, had never asked the
community for money except during two major capital gifts campaigns.
When called upon to help the College build its present campus, the com-
munity responded rather generously, but it never had been asked to con-
tribute to the day-to-day support of the institution. In all probability
most people in the community, if they thought about it at all, assumed
that Aquinas, being a Catholic institution, was being supported by the
Church or at least that if Aquinas ever got into financial difficulties, it
would be bailed out by the Church. Certainly there was no cause for alarm
during the early 1960's as the effects of the post-War baby boom were
being felt at Aquinas as elsewhere. There.had 2ven been serious talk on
campus about setting a limit on enrollment so that Aquinas would not
lose its natural advantages as a small intimate instituzion. Tuition income
from the ever-increasing number of new students entering from high
school coupled with the economical operation of the College (based on
the contributed services of the Dominican Sisters on the faculty ana
administration) made the future seem secure and the likelihood of fi-
nancial problems remote. As at most church-related colleges, tuitior at
Aquinas was kept as low as possible in order not to price a Catholic
education out of the reach of its regular clientele.

For all these reasons Aquinas College had never mounted an annual
fund campaign to support the operating budget and never cultivated its
natural constituencies to build its endowment funds as a hedge against any




TABLE 3
Aquinas College Undergraduate Tuition Income 1968-73
(rounded to nearest 1,000)

Baseline Total increases
FY 1989 FY 1970 FY 1971 FY 1972 FY 1973 above baseline
{Annual tuition rate) ($1240) (31240) ($1390) (31590) (51790) sinze FY 19259
Tuition income:
Regular full-time 1137 1139 1309 1490 1645 + 1035*
Special part-time 82 97 60 ) 55 35 - B1*

**** 32 29 26 ' 7 + 41

198+
7DB§§
200+
43*!

+ 4+ 4+

Totals 1251 1387

1594 1835 2133

Significant Facts:
1. The total amount of tuition income increase attributeble to increases in the tuition rate is $1,035,000 (*).
2. The total arount of tuition income increase attributable to new programming is $931,200 (**). The
reason that the devrease in “'special part-time’’ tuition income is charged against the ''new programming”’
increases is that rr any part-time students entered Encore and Career Action in 1969 after having taken
courses previously without having matriculated. Also, the sharp uptufn in summer session income in Fy
1972 is the direct result of Summer School Without Walls, really a new program. J
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financial exigencies. It is a familiar story and in no way peculiar to

Aquinas College. What followed is painful history. Clark Kerr summarizes

it succinctly:
The decade of the 1960s was characterized by the most rapid growth and deval-
opment of institutions of higher education in American history. As the postwar
babies reached college age, not only did the college-age population rise to un-
precudented numbers, but the proportion of these young penple seeking higher
education also rose steadily. In the post-Sputnik ¢», moreover, there was a

- heightened appreciation of the contribution of higher education to national
growth and scientific development, which encouraged rising state government
appropriations, massive federal aid programs, expanded private gifts, and in-
creased student fees, Thus institutions of higher education were equipped fi-
nancially to absorb the swelli®g enrollment of students.

But toward the end of the 1960s, signs of financial stress began to be apparent
in the world of higlier education, and by 1970 increasing numbers of institutions
were facing financial difficulties as the flow of funds from various sources ceased
to rise at the rapid rate that had been experienced from the late 1950s to about
1967. There has been a clear connection between the extraordinary growth of
the first seven years of the decade and the financial stringency that began to
emerge toward the end of the decade. Not only had enroliment at both the
undergraduate and graduate levels been mushrooming, but institutions had in-

aration ... All these factors, plus accentuated inflation in the economy,
contributed to sharply increasing costs of education per student.?

The predicament in which Aquinas found itself at the end of the 1960’s,
was precisely that described by Dr. Kerr in every respect save one. The
“flow of furds from various sources” had never been very great at
Aquinas. And there was no endowment as insurance against the worsening
times.

It was abundantly clear in May 1969 that if Aquinas College =vere to
survive, it would have to have the financial support of the community. If
Foundation Proposal Prose is unlovely, what is to be said for Inaugural
Address Prose? Yet the opportur .y to deliver a message to so large a
captive audience could rniot be m:ssed. “We intend to move out to the
world in order that we may serve it within the limits of our resources. We
‘mean to accord our studenis and faculty the energizing touch with real
life that can open their minds and hearts. We shail repay the community
for its past support, and we also expect to generate so great a debt of
gratitude from the community as to command its support in the future.”
Who but a new president makes so rash a statzment as that? But the
statement had something to back it up, for there followed an announcement

*Clark Kerr, Foreword to The New Depression in Higher Education, by Earl F. Cheit (New
York: MeGraw-Hill Book Co., 1971), p. vii.
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of the Encore and Career Action ,--cgrarns scheduled to open four
months later.

Did these ana subse.tquent programs indeed ‘“‘generate so great a debt of
gratitude from the community as to command its support™? Allowing for
the rhetoric appropriate to the occasion—yes. Perhaps a less florid way of
saying it would be that Encore and Career Action did in fact call the
attention of the community te thie College. People who knew the College
only as a beautiful campus whe:e their children went sledding and skiing
now know it as students or «.t least as a place where their adult friends or
relatives are students. Care=1 Action particularly, with its strong business
oricntation, was soon well known to many corporate executives, thanks in
no small measure to the tireless efforts of its chief proponent and prophet,
Dr. Ralph Bennett. Encore with its clientele of mature women, many of
whom came fmm the leadership elass in the eommunit},g generated eveil
ettreetwe tn many of the bttsmess and profeselonat leaders who needed to
know that Aquinas College existed.

But money is not contributed automatically, especially when thzre has
been no established pattern for giving to an irstitution. In time a strong
development etaff was built now led by Mr Hugh Allen a eeasoned
bee}qround who _]omecl the Aqumes edmlmstretton in 1‘371, ‘He knew
preeisely hew to build euepert en the eommunity serviee theme Without
| propheey

From a standing start in 1969-70 the development effort produced
$30,000 of unrestricted budget support from the community in the first
year, $128,000 in the second year, $221,000 in the third, and $240,000
in the fourth. The number of donors, over this period, has more than
tripled—from 404 in 1969-70 to 1240 in 1% /2-73.

Concurrently, the rise in the number and size of restricted gifts has
been equally dramatic. In 1970-71, for instance, there were thirty such
gifts totalling $77,000; in 1972-73 there were eighty-one totalling
$337,000. At long last Aquinas C‘ollege is beginning to build an
endowment.

Over all, then, the Aquinas College Development Fund, made up of
gifts from all sources (including the annual solicitation through the
Michigan Colleges Foundation), has grown as follows:

1969-70 $294,000
1970-71 332,000
- 1971-72 418,000
197273 . 644,000

What part has community education played in this growth? It is impos-
sible to say with any absolute certainty, but many of the new donors are

&7
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known to have frst become interested in Aquinas because of one com-
munity education program or another. i is not uncommon today to hear
a ]e::.:ding Litizen of' G’mnd Rapids s’;ry th.jt “Aquinas College must be
m;:nt is back{:d up by a chsgl{, we know that our community service
Strategy is indeed sound

Aqumas Collegg"’ Ina word suwxv;l Let me be gxX 111:11‘

Aquinas College suffered lts first deficit in receat vears in 1968-69,
The loss was about S6(.002. The deficit budgeted for 1969-70 was
$410,000, an enormous sum even for a college three or fous rimes the size
of Aquinas College, but Jwemed necessary in order to build the faculty
and staff needed to generai: the income required to cope with *“‘the new
depression in higher education,” as it was called by Earl F. Cheit. Bv the
end of that fiscal year the projested dui'it had been whittled down to
$260,000, stiil a staggering loss, wiici: ha? o be bornz by the Dominican
Sisters.

The deficit budgeted for 1970-71 was $299,000, but once again
through strict economies and income drawn from ‘he new adult degree
programs the actual Joss at the end of the veur was 5737 000.

Thus in three years the College had suffered losses of $456,000, and as
it entered the 1971-72 fiscal year, a defizit of $125,000 was projected.
Certainly it was understandable why the North Central Association
visiting team, in April 1971, was anxicus about the future of the insti-
tution. Yet in its report to the Commission on Colleges and Universities
the team wrote: “Does this mean that Aquinas College is not fiscally
viable now and for the ruture? No. There arc a sufficient number of
factors which, if managed properly, will make it possible for the College
to continue tc function at a satisfactory level. However, a definite plan of
action is needed and the various parts of the plan which now « xist must be
drawn together into a coordinated whole. There are several hopeful signs.”?
A definite plan of action, of course, did exist, and the coming of Mr. Allen
in the summer of 1971 put the finai essential change agent into place.

When the 1971-72 fiscal year drew to a close on June 30, 1972, and the
official audit of the College’s books was made, it was revealed that
Aquinas had ended the year with a surplus of $129,651. A miracle? Not
even in a Catholic college. Miracles rarely come iu $255,000 packages.
What had happenad was the confluence of a nizmber of fuctors, “properly
managed,” to use the words of the North Central team.

First, there had been important savings during the year, in part from a
one-vear freeze on compensation imposed by the Board of Trustees at the

o 3Reﬁﬂrt€f£ Visit 1o Aquinas College, Grand Rapids, Michigan, April 26-27, 1971, for the
Commission on Institutions of Higher Education of the North Central Association of Colleges and
Secondary Schools, p. 7. ¥ 6 S



recommendation of the administration and in part from carefully admin-.

istered economies. No one was laid off, and there was no reduction in the’
quantity or quality of service rendered. The total number of faculty,
administration, and staff held constant during the year. There was no
degeneration of morale or loss of spirit in the course of the year, for there
was clear understanding of the need for the actions taken.

Second, a tuition increase of $200 per year (from $1390 to $1590)
generated some additional income but probably at the expense of the
incoming freshman class, which was the smallest (283) to enter the Col-
lege since September 1964, following on the largest freshman class (333)
ever to enter the College (in September 1270). Although the drop in the
number of new freshmen was not unexpected, there was real concern over
the long-range implications of any continued escalation ot tuition.® The
prospects for eliminating or even reducing the budgeted deficit for
1971-72 were not bright when the Board met to consider the fmam:ml
condition of the College in October {971,

Third, fund-raising under the direction of Mr. Allen became a sngmf!-
cant factor. Total unrestricted gifts income for 1971-72, including
Aquinas’ membership share of funds solicited by the Michigan Colleges
Foundation came to $276,000—about 12% of the total income of the
College.

Fourth and finally, tuition income from ths community education
pmgrams Showed an impr’essive gain‘ With little or no increas: in expendi-

Thus betwem c;c:mrnumty educatmn programmxng (IS%) and fund-
raising (12%), which uses the community services of the College as the
principal motif of i appeal, Aquinas College found one-fourth of its FY
1972 income.

What difference has the coming of community education made to
Aquinas College? Survival—-and, as time goes on, much more.*

(necessualcd by EY declsmn te llft the cnmp:nsatlun fruzg), the Entcnng freshman class numlmred
316, an increase of 12%.

£The 1972 fiscal year was a turning point in the financial history of the College. That it was not
a mere flash in the pan is evidenced by the audit for fiscal year 1973, which indicates that Aquinas
had a sueplus of more than $54,000 for the year just ended. Thus the College has been able to
repay $184,000 of its accumulated deficit of $450,000 in iwo years, Barring unforeseen disasters,
its future should in time be solvent and stable,
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Not By Bread Alone

But colleges do not live by bread alone. If they did, there would be an
alnmst complete change in the cast of characters who run American higher
fdue. on, Even invisible colleges, desperately as they may need the sus-
wenzuce of a steady inflow of money, will waste away and die of mal-
autiition if there is not wholesome variety in their diet. This fact, really
above all others, leads me to commend community education to the atten-
tion of those of my colleagues who have not yet discovered it. Even if
community education were no better than a break-even operation, even if
community educatisn were a losing proposition and required subsidy
from the institution (as long as the budget is balanced), even then com-
munity education deserves to find a place on the campus of the liberal arts
college,

Such enthusiasm is apt to provoke a counterattack. Is not community
education really the business of the mushrooming new community
colleges? What is public higher education in business for if not to serve the
taxpayers who support it? Why then should the private liberal arts college
with its long and honorable tradition of giving a liberal education to those
who seek 1t be dlstracted frDrn 1ts mission?
leges, ‘and within the limits of their capabllltles they do a grgat JOb The:r
limitations, however, are built in.

First, being two-year institutions they are limited to essentially lower-
division courses—a range of offerings widely needed by the community
but none the less limited by a ceiling. Community colleges can offer
associate’s degrees and no more; valuable as these are as rungs on the
career ladder or as certificates of para-professional competence, they have
limited currency in the academic as well as the real world.
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Liberal arts colleges, on the other hand, have, in this credentialed
snci;ty, the great benef’it of luving the baccalaureate degree within their
degree programs “and competa chrectly w1th the commumty colleges On
the face of it, to enter such competition is rash; yet if a particular com-
munity educat'lcn program. nceds this kind of Lerﬁfication by thf: liberal

*allege why should :he liberal arts collegg not offer the prograrn'7 ‘Which
is more important: that schools observe their _]UflSdlLthl’lal boundaries or
that the people be educated? :
Second, community colleges are public institutions and suffer except in
extraordmary Cll’CUITlStdnCES fmm dll the llmltatlons and dls;lbllltles

to mention polltlc,.al mampuldtlon Change is difficult for the publlc insti-

" tution for the same reasons it is difficult in independent institutions, but

there are additional obstacles to change in the public institution: the
decision-rnaking process is complicated by additional levels of decision-
makers, additional “safeguards’ of the public interest, additional red tape;
the complication of the process renders it slow, awkward, and insensitive;
the thickening of the bureaucratic layers tends to smother creativity; the
protection of vested interests within the bureaucratic cells militates
against any kind of action that might threaten the integrity of the cells,
and so on. Ultimately the whole budgetary machinery, while probably
necessary to protect the taxpayer, is simply too unwieldy to be responsive
to needs,.

In liberal arts colleges, on the other hand, there is no excuse for a
complex bureaucracy. If it exists, it should be eliminated. (That is one
good reason to have a thoroughgoing self study.)

Third, community colleges tend to be large-at least, larger than the
typical invisible college many times over, Their very size renders them less
maneuverable and less manageable than the smaller, more flexible private
institutions, Although size may give the larger institution a greater breadth
of faculty and curriculum, the smaller institution, if it employs the bro-
kerage concept to employ resources outside its own campus, may achieve
the same breadth without the immense weight of overhead the bigger
institution necessarily has.

Fourth, most community colleges enjoy financial security in that they
can dcpgnd on the taxpayer to support them, This kind of financial
security is, of course, a luxury the invisible college does not enjoy, but
from this luxury may come complacency, even laziness. If the invisible
college is complacent or lazy, it will die; in all probability its death will
not really be a loss to American higher education.

Well, then, it may be argued, what about the public senior colleges and
universities? With their far greater resources, with their range of programs
beyond the baccalaureate level, are they not really best equipped to
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manage the community education enterprise? Yes—if they were interested
‘n doing so. But how many major universities, public or private, really
show any interest in education below the graduate and professional and
conventional baccalaureate leveis? A few, to be sure, but a very few. “Let
the community colleges do it,” is the more likely reaction of the *“visible”
institutions. Community education, after all, terids to appear rather drab
and pedestrian, scarcely worthy of the attention of a school seeking pres-
tige and a leg up on the totem pole of the higher education establishment.

Who then takes the responsibility for community education? The
community colleges, of course, carry a heavy share of the burden as they
were intended to do, but for all the reasons indicated above they do not
and cannot do all the jobs that need to be done. The big universities and
senior colleges pay relatively little attention to it, This leaves a vacuum
among the educational nceds of America in the 1970’s—and who would
deny that these needs grow greater day by day as life grows more complex
and demanding? Whe will fill that vacuum?

The invisible colleges are in a highly advantageous position to move in
to fill this vacuum. If they do so, however, only out of a sense of dire
institutional need or out of a sense of inheriting by default what others
have neglected to do, they will have missed the point entirely.

Community education is a noble enterprise. It is a creative reponse to
the learning needs of people that finds its justification not in the fact that
it has been established by custom but in the aspiration of human beings
seeking a better way to cope with their predicament in an uncertain
world. '

Community education, as a function of the invisible liberal arts college,
can give that institution a new reason to exist, a new mission to perform, a
new importance on the educational scenc—a new “visibility,” if you will.

Even at the risk of sounding repetitive, let us run down the list of
non-economic benefits the invisible college and its constituencies stand to
gain by serious, systematic entry into the field of community education.

First, the morale of the institution will be raised substantially. Faculty
will not only profit from additional compensati<n but they will discover,
if they have never been exposed to older students before, the psychic
rewards of teaching adults, the exhilaration of teaching students whose
motivation is high and -ledication strong. The students themselves—these
special new students—will be going through a process of self-discovery and
self-renewal that has to be observed to be appreciated; when the piocess
occurs (and it becomes a commonplace occurrence), it has a regenerative
effect on faculty and stimulative effect on the regular students. The
regular students of the College, instead of losing some of the attention of
the faculty and administration through dilution, will in fact gain a major
benefit through personal contact with fellow-learners perhaps twenty
years their seniors, What better bridge over the generation gap than a
learning experience shared by young people and more mature people
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skills in acco:nmodating students with an age range of thirty to forty years
instead of five or six. The adult constituencies of the institution will find a
new interest in the college by the very presence of students who are their
contemporaries. Trustees, friends, supporters, and alumni may find the
college campus a less alien world than the conventionzal campus populated
almost exclusively by the Now Generation,

Second, reciprocal enrichment by the regular faculty and the adjunct
faculty has already been commented upon at some length (in Chapter 5,
above). _

Third, the service which the invisible college can render to the com-

personnel. And if the college is church-related, as most invisible colleges
are, the opportunity for broadening the range of service to more of the
People of God can only be an augmentation of the college’s Christian
reason for being.

Fourth, the ability of the invisible college to compete on a realistic
basis with more prestigious institutions can lift it from the class of Twen-
tieth-Century anachronism, to which it has been precmaturely relegated, to
a new class of institution that looks to the Twenty-first Century: the
independent community liberal arts college.

Where to begin? With a foundation grant, of coursa.

Of course not!

One of the great troubles with the innovative process in American
higher education is the stereotype of how it occurs. We see an educator on
horseback on the road to Damascus. Suddenly a bolt of creative lightning
strikes the rider, there is a clap of thunder, and when the rider awakes, he
or she is discovered wallowing on the ground in a patch of Ford Foun-
dation money.
few prestigious collegiate stables, which could not be invisible .if they
tried, but that is not the way it is where we ride. On our particular road to
Damascus one can grow old waiting for lightning to strike—and if it did
strike, it would probably be lethal.

‘Where to begin? With one person in an invisible college who has an
within his or her institution to make it happen. One believer is all it
takes.



Epilogue

The previous text was written seven years ago. Although Survival Kit closed on a note of
optimism, it was not entirely clear at that point what the long-term future held for Aquinas
College. Would the College enjoy a significant survival? In this closing section, we consider
the events and forces that continue to shape Aquinas as the 1970s draw 1o a close. Some of
the new programs described in Survival Kit have prospered; others have faded. The school
has taken several new initiatives. Aquinas did survive the 1970s and appears to be in a strong
position to confront the 1980s with equal success.

Perhaps the strongest affirmation of the Aguinas approach to survival is the continuing
belief of the school's key leaders that the path they followed was right for the College and
ccntinues to offer prorﬁise‘ This conviction inheres in their current Statements aﬂd prcgram
in its ccmmunlty while ccntmumg in its Iiberal arts iraditlon Aqumas is fulfllhng both its
original mission as a Catholic liberal-arts college and its 'new mission as an independent,
community-based liberal-arts school. indeed, it is achieving a growmg integration of what
might have become two distinct identities.

The Mission of Aguinas College

As stated in a 1977 self-study prepared for a North Central Association accreditation
visit, *‘the mission of Aquinas College is to provide for a liberal-arts education with a career
orientation in a Catholic, Christian context to all students capable of profiting from such an
education regardless of their sex, age, religion, ethnic, or racial background.'' The self-study
continues by listing three major functions of the College:

s {0 provide a sound Iiberal arts undergraduate edueatian that comﬁletes and rounds '

adult ilfe
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« {0 serve the educational needs of the adult community through a variety of educational
programs that meet their personal, cultural, and professional needs

* to serve the people of God through a graduate program in religious studies
These short statements about role and mission have guided a numbpr of academic and
financial planning decisions at Aquinas Collzge.

Any assessment of the viability of an institution’s role and mission must consider its
responsiveness to changing forces in the College’s external and internal environments.
To help determine whether the chﬂngﬁd mission of Aquinas Colleg2 has served it well over
the past decade, these forces will be examined.

Recent External Factors Facing Aguinas QQIIegg 7

No college cari operate independent of outside influences. Even the more prestigious
schonls must consider aggregate enroliment trends, potential competition from other
prov fers of postsecondary education services, developments in the immediate community,
and changes in the sponsorship relationship, whether it be with a church or a gcvernment
agency. In this section, we consider a number of factors that Aguinas College has faced
during the 1970s. In particular, we will review enroliment trends; both in Michigan and for
private colleges generally; the development of other institutions in the Grand Rapids area;
demographic and economic stability in the Grand Rapids community; and trends in the
Catholic church in America. '

Thé past decade has witnessed a tremendous enrollment growth in American higher
education. In a recent 10-year period, aggregate enroliment for all institutions grew more than
60 percent. Most of this growth, however, took place in the public sector; in the same period,’
the enrollment increase for private institutions was less than 20 percent. In Michigan,
the comparison between sectors was even more extreme. Waile overall enroliment in
Michigan education fell only slightly short of the nat.onal growth rate, private institutions in
Michigan actually experienced a drop in enrolimen’. Full-time-equivalent (FTE) crroliment
growth at Aquinas of 38 percent over a similar period attests to the viability of the College!s
mission in the academic marketplace.

This enrollment growth, which occurred primarily in ccmtmumg -education programs
is even more significant when one considers the development of state-suppo: iz institutions
in the Grand Rapids area. Grand Rapids Junior College has continued to grow & a
community-based institution and responds {o a wider array of commurity neg‘is Aguinas
College and Grand Rapids Junior College have experienced minima! competition for the same
students; Aquinas's specific contribution is baccalaureate and graduate-level continuing-
education cervices. The growing interest of the Grand Valley State Colleges in providing
continuing-education services, however, has created increased competition for Aquinas
College. But even with its higher tuition charges, Aquinas has managed to hold its ground and
even continue to grow. Althougn many reasons might be offered for its success in the face of
growing competition, the key reason seems to carry over from Aquinas's heritage as a small
Ilberal arts schoal with a cancern for student de» 1!0pmer‘t that is expressed throuah an
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The reputation of the continuing-education credit program at Aquinas has developed to 71
such an extent that the College now competes in other geographic areas. Iin recent years,
the school has successiully taken its Career Action Program to Muskegon and Lansing and its
Master of Management Frogram to Lansing (next door to Michigan State University).

The Grand Rapids corimunity has enjoyed relative stability over the past decade. With

area has increased slightly, due mostly to expansion of existing industry rather than the influx
of néw empioyers. While this stability has brought no external community crisis to threaten
Aquinas’s survival, however, it has not been sufficient to ensure the success of a nearby
institution. But for Aquinas, it has contributed to the demonstrated vitality of the College's
mission,

The attitude of the American Catholic community toward its church—and, in turn, toward
Catholic higher education—has continued to change. One result of the Second Vatican
Council was the increased responsibility of the laity within the church. This and other changes
have led to turmoil and shifting attitudes. Yet, throughout this traumatic period, Aquinas has
remained essentially a Catholic institution of higher learning. Despite a slight drop in the

majority (75 percent). Similarly, despite a decrease in the number of religious-order faculty
during this period, over two-thirds of the respondents on a religious-attitudes survey
conducted by the College continued to view Aguinas as a Catholic community.

The growing shortage of available religious personnel has affected not only staffing but
also program focus at Aquinas. The College has initiated a noncredit program in liturgy and
"music aimed at preparing the laity to take a more active role in the church. In this way,
the school has actually expanded its role as a Catholic institution.

The Development of Aquinas College During the 1970s

The previously described external trends circumscribe the development of Aquinas
College during the 1970s. Internally, the decade brought shifting enroliment patterns;
strengthened financial conditions; a stronger, more flexible faculty; and stability in executive
leadership. It saw a reorientation of the traditicnal liberal-arts undergraduate program,
continued development ot some continuing-education programs and discontinuance of others;
creatior: of other programs and services; and the initiation of a more formal approach to
long-range planning. Aquinas College enters the 1980s as a significantly stronger institution
than it has been during the past decade.

FTE enrollment of Aquinas College has grown by over one-third during the past decade.
The College continued to attract 85 to 90 percent of its students from Michigan, but the
quality of its entering ireshman class, as measured by class rank.in high school,
has increased. These figures, however, mask significant changes that have occurred at
Aguinas. For instance, while the number of first-time-in-college freshmen is 10 percent greater
than in 1969, the proportion of headcount students in the age category of 18 to 22 years has
dropped from 80 percent to less than half of the student body. The increase in total enroliment
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(inary of which are described in Survival Kit). The College envolls about 1,500 part-time adult
students, a group with a median age in the 30s. These new students have led to a broadening

programs a decade ago, the proportion has now dropped to only slightly more than one-half of
the student body. Speculation that these two broad groups of students would tend to divide
Aguinas into two colleges has been proved wrong; in many ways, the two programs now serve
to enrich one another. In fact, 87 percent of the older siudents polled in a recent survey
indicated that they enjoy having students of traditional coiiege age in their classes.

The composition of the faculty has also changed during this period. In FTE terms, the
number of faculty has increased only slightly. As a result, the school has increased its
student-faculty ratio from 15:1 to a more economical 19:1. However, the number of full-time
faculty has decreased by more than 20 percent, and the part-time faculty has more than
doubled. During this same period, the percentage of faculty holding a Ph.D. or equivalent has

The central administrative body, on the other hand, has not experienced as much change
during the past decade. The tenth anniversary of President Hruby's installation was recently
celebrated. The Business Affairs Office remains in the hands of John O'Caonnor. The Student
Affairs area is led by an eight-year veteran, James Schultz, and continuing-education activities
are still coordinated by Paul Nelson. Lee Jacokes, who directed the self-study and then served
as registrar and institutional research officer, continues to provide leadership to the College
in his capacity as head of the rew Master of Management Program. Sister Barbara Hansen,

a faculty member on sabbatical during the self-study, assumed responsibilities as chief
academic officer in 1975, Tom Monaghan, vice president for development, is a relative
newcomer in the central administration, having come to Aquinas three years ago.

The College's curricuium has seen a number of changes over the past decade.
Requirements in the regular programs were liberalized from a set of strictly prescribed
liberal-arts core requirements to aboui 50 semester hours chosen from five areas: language
and communication, aesthetics, perspectives, social science, and natural science and
mathematics. Exceptional students with well-defined academic goals and objectives have

‘been given the option of completing the core requirements by adopting a contractual plan ‘hat

of study has been reduced by two, while the professicsal areas of specialization now rumber
eight: accounting, business, education, pre-engineering, pre-medical, pre-dental,
pre-veterinary, and medical technology.

The Continuing Education Program continues to grow and prosper. It is designed to offer
valid educational experiences that meet the needs and interests of identifiable segments of
the adult population. Each program is designed with a respect for the maturity, motivation,
and experience of the adu'- student. Program design, time format, and schedule recognize the
multiple commitments of ti:2 adult student to family, career, and community. At present,
Aquinas offers three degree-completion credit programs: Career Action, Encore, and Directed
Study.' These programs, described in Survival Kit in some detail, have remained essentially
the same since their inception. Collectively, they account for over 500 graduates of Aquinas

1. The Directed Study Pragram is essentially the IDEA program described in Survival Kit—a combination of weekend
classes once a month and independent study between meetings. "'7 ?;;!
¥



College in recent,years and account for a substantial portion of the sehool’s current total
enroliment. They have also been well received by the aduit students. Only 3 percent rate the
quality of instruction they have received at Aquinas as fair or poor; two-thirds evaluate their

~program as having very high or superior quality. Only one student in over 500 surveyed thus
far has stated that he would not recommend Aquinas to a friend. On the College and University
Environment Scale (CUES), continuing-education students have rated both Quality of Instruction
and Faculty-Student Relationships at the 98th percentile and Scholarship at the 91st.

The Master of Management Program, a new credit program designed with an
adult-education philosophy, received approval during regional accreditation in 1977. This
prograrn wae deeigned iri eoneultetion with eree employere who indicated their dieeetiefection
preference for a progrem t‘“.!et wuuld foeue on the development of eornrnumeetlone end
human-relations skiils—an approach that builds from the liberal-arts tradition. In its short
existence, the new Master of Management Program has already attracted 400 students.

Noncredit continuing-education programs attract another 750 aduits. The most prominent

among these is Emeritus College, a program started in 1975 with a grarit from the Michigan
Endowment for the Humanities. Through tilis program, seminars are offered to retired and
soon-to-be-retired people and conducted on the campus as well as in churches and retirement
homes. The directors of the program are themselves retired. Typical of:the topics for

seven-week seminars are current political and social realities, philosophical implications of a
market society, the transcendent factor in human society, artistry, world rehgione and reading
for enjoyment.

Some of the continuing-education programs initiated during self-study e decade ago havs

“fulfilled their original purpose and have since been discontinued. For instance, the campus
health club, which attracted locai businessmen to the College’'s gymnasium facilities,
eventually lost oL’ to new commercial competition. Similarly, the program of Saturday classes
for art and science seniors in high school was discontinued after several years. The College
does not considzar these experiences to be failures, however, and remains proud to have
served a community need at a particular tima.

With iunding from the W.K. Kellogg Foundation, Aquinas has focused attention on its
immediate neighborhood, an area of Grand Rapids known as Eastown. The College assisted in
the formation of the Eastown Community Association. The purpose of the Association is to
improve the quality of life in Eastown, and its membership includes some Aquinas faculty and
students who live in the area. The College offers the Association its ret~'rces as an '
educational and research institution and encourages its faculty and si.:"': its to become
involved. Services provided by the Easfown Community Association in'..de a community
meeting place, a neighborhood newspaper, a food cooperative, a tenant-landlord service,
activities for senior citizens, and more active representation in city government affaire.

The Association has provided the context for an urban-studies course and a number of
student research brojects,

Wwith all of the changes in the composition of the student body, the faculty, and the
curriculum, the institutional climate has also seen change. Periodically over the past 10 years,
CUES has been administered to students, faculty, and administrators to assess the College's
elirﬁete Duri’ng a reeent nineeyear period etudent reepeﬁeee ehowed poeitive eheﬁgee of

s




74

. Current Planning Activity Sy

seen in awareness ( + 53 percentage points), prop-iety (+ 44 percentage points), scholarship
(+ 32 percentage points), and campus morale (+ 27 percentage points). Ganerally, faculty and
administrators also perceive change, though to a much lower degree. The most recent
administration of the CUES questionnaire also included a sample of continuing-education
students. This group reported an even more favorable environment than did on-campus
students and facuity. '

During this period of extensive staff and program development, ihe College’s financial
pasition has also Deen greatly strengthenéd After a number’ cf yearg af operating deficits in
recent years. it has also managed to ehrrmate wrtually aII debt, Aqumas Gallege ach:eved this
position through a combination of stronger fiscal management, better deployment of its
personnel resources, increased tuition, a more active program of attracting grant support,
and a more vigorous development program. The continuing-education programs have played
an important part in this improvement. They continue_to_provide important revenue to the

/

/

College in exc' ange for only a marginal increase in costs. An unexpected by-product of this

community programming has been greater financial support from individuals and employers in /
the community. A number of recent gifts can he traced to the College’s growing reputation for,
service to the Grand Rapids area.

Long range plannlng began as a formal process at Aqumas Cr:mege in 1973
The Iong range planmng proce::s ,has gbhé ihrougn two rhases Durlng the f:rst three years
a iarge and cumbermme—yet broadly rEpresentative——planning team develgped a statement

nawly»;onstntuted Long Range Plannmg Group. chalred by the pressdent and consnstlng of
senior administrators and faculty, assumed responsibilities. This group spends six to eight
hours each month working together under the College's rolling four-yezr planning cycle.

One of the first actions of the reconstituted Long-Range Planning Group was to rework
the goals and objectives created by the first group; a schematic reduction of the 15 goals to
five groups of goals was accomplished. These groups concern (1) the religious nature of the
College, (2) justice at the College, (3) the educational nature of the College, (4) quality of the
institution, and (5) sustenance. Table 1 shows the reorganized goals.

With the newly prioritized goals and objectives as its agenda, the new Long-Ranae
Planning Group designed a budget for FY 1978 in the context of a two-year retranchiment plan
following expansion under a four-year $1,000,000 Title I!l {AIDP) grant. Several programs
begun with short-term grant money have now been integrated with ongoing programs
supporied by institutional funds. The Long-Range Planning Group -also planned the systematic
consolidation and integration of administrative functions (with corresponding plans for
reallocating scarce space in the Administration Buiiding) and amended the College’s
Qrgamgatlonal Strur‘ture to accommodate the new realmes More recently, its attention has
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GROUP I1:

GROUP V.

GROUP V:

NOTE:

TABLE |

Goals of Aquinas College

. Religious Nature of Aquinas College

Goal 1: The Dominican idzntity of the College is essential; it cannot be realized
without achieving Goal 2. _ :

Goal 2: The Catholic identity of the College denends not only en the Goal =
statement but on Goali. 9, 10, 13, and 15.

Together Goals 1 and 2 have the highest priority inasmuch as they have to do

with the essential identity of the institution.

Justice at Aquinas College

Goal 9: Relationship with the neighborhood

Goal 10: Programming for the disadvantaged

Goal 13: Minarities at Aquinas

Goal 15: Justice for all

Together Goals 9, 10, 13, and 15 are the platform on which the social justice

structure of the College is built; as such they support Group | Goals and

actualize them.

. Educational Nature of the College

Goal 4: Liberal arts with career orientation are the heart of the matter.
Goal 5: Goal 4 cannot be achieved without the full integration of programs.

Together Goals 4 and 5 have the highest priority from the operational standpoint.

Quality of the Institution

Goal 3: Teaching and Learning

Goal 7. Student Personnel Services

Goal 8: Faculty and Staff Development

Together Goals 3, 7, and 8 must be achizved if Arjuiﬂas College is to be an
institution of high quality. Survival without guality may be possible, but is it worth
the sacrifice? The answer to that question establishes the priorily of Group !l|
Goals.

Sustenance

Goal 11: The Campus

Goal 8: Finances

Without a olace to do business and financial resources with which to do it, there
is no Aquinas College. '

Goal 12 (limiting attrition) is achieved by achieving the others; Goal 14 called for
a prioritization of the original set of goals and objectives.
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Implications

implications for the institutional planner and researcher. Survival Kit contains many valusable
ideas whose long-term utility ha~ been confirmed for the planner cancerned with institutional

- survival. The ideas presented so eloquently by President Hruby alsu provide the rmaterials for

a framework by which researchers may compare their findings among institutions. This
framewaork (which is developed more fully in the forthcoming NCHEMS publication Mission
Review: Foundation for Strategic Planning) will also serve to organize several closing
observations.

Deterriining institutional readiness. Aquinas College certainly was ready for a major
review of its mission, role, and scope when Norbert Hruby assumed the presidency in 1969,
The College had experienced several years of decline in its enroliment of full-time students.
As a result, it had also experienced several years of operating deficits of such magnitude that
the continuance of Aquinas was threatened. Thus President Hruby '‘accepted the presidency
of Aquinas Colluge on condition that the College enter immediately upon an intensive,
inductive institutional sel{-study." . -

Clarifying specific uses. Given the situation facing the College in 1969, the most

- significant purpose for the mission self-study was institutional survival, The self-study resulted

in new ideas for institutional development. However, the overall process became a vehicle for
implementation of a number of new programs and development of an accreditation report.
Delineation of.these interrelated uses helped tc provide tocus for the overall effori.
Organizing for planning. The Aquinas College self-study was well organized. There was an
executive committee, a staft director, five study groups, and an external advisory panel.
Scheduled activities were clearly identified at the outset to occur in three phases. This degree

'of organization and structure enabled all those involved to understand what the process was,

where it was heading, and what effect it would have on the future of the Coilege.

Determining participation. Broad participation was a key to the success of ihe Aquinas
College mission, role, and scope planning activity. Every faculty member was assigned to one
of the five study groups. Additionally, each group had three student members. Participation
was more than token—it was active. Study-group members visited other campuses and took
part in campus-wide reireats to compare recommendations.

success of the Aquinas Colleye self-study. Much of the analysis was technically

* unsophisticated but nonetheless highly effective. The sorting of 4,500 questions on 3X5 cards

and visits to 28 other campuses are examples of this type of effective analysis. President
Hruby's case history ig replete with examples of ad hoc analyses of employer needs and
institutional capabilities. It lllustrates an awareness of shifting demogizphic and sociai trends
does not have to come from sophisticated simulation models to be valuatle in a mission, role,
and scope planning effort.
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the mission of Aqumas Callega banented from exce!lent commumcatnons in both *he se!fsstudy
and implementation phases. Largely because of earlier decisions about how to organize and
who should participate, internal communications during the self-study phase were highly
effective. Viriually everyone knew what was happening ar:d why. Thus a fairly signiiicant
change in the institut'on's mission could be-proposed and implemented with a minimal amount
of disruption. Ever’as steps were taken to implement the new continuing-education mission,

. communications remained imp~tant. When new pregrams were launched, brochures, direct
meilings, civic speaking, and inte*views in the newspapers anc ¢n radio and television were
important channels. This communication activity enabled Aquiras College to become better
known within iis own geographic community, an important first step in being recognized as a
valuable continuing-education resouice for the cominunity.

Maintaining viability. The 10 years that have elapsed since the initial self-study efforts
demonstrate thal procedures; enabling Aquinas College to maintain a viable mission have
now become rooted. As mantioned previously, several of the new programs described in
Survival Kit were dropped whnen they no ionger served community needs. Others ware
modified to stay in tuna with shifts in community interest. In some cases, new programs weie
developed as circumstances dictated. Yet despiie the many programming changes at Aquinas
College, the results of a series of attitudinal studies conducted througheut the period suggest
that ik 2 sense of mission at Aquinas has become stronger and more focused. It seems fair,
indeed, to state that the generai perception is now accurately reflected in the College’s
formal statement of mission: ;

to provide for a liberal arts education with a career orientation in @ Catholic, Christian
context to all students capable of profiting from such an education regardless of their
sex, age, religion, ethnic, or racial background.
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