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-weekly newspaper was roughly the same as time spent with a daily newspaper

For ygafs. evidence has suggested that weekly newspapers are better

read than daily newspapers;’ Schramm and Ludwig, in their ,survey of research

ofi weeKly newspapers from 1938-1948; moted that total time spent with a

(Schramm and iudwig; 1951). Sinée the daily often has more pages. that meant

that, in generai, time spent per page with the weekly would be higher.
" \

In their study, Schramm and Ludwig noted that the average reader of

a weekly newspaper reads 36 percent of all items in the. paper; and 41 pe;één;

_of all news items. For & daily paper, readers read about 25 percent of

all items. For Both; total time spent with the new&paper was about 50

minutes. Taéﬁiy years later, in 1973, readership of the average daily

RS

] had dropped to 34 minutes per weekday (ANPA Report No. 5, 1973). iéééérship

O
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of all forms of print media have dectined somewhat as COmpetition from TV

The more intensive readership per page for weekixes has suggested .

+

to: many that weekly newspapers might be an exceiient outiet for news

releases,  educational materials, and features of many kinds. In fact;

-
*

for their papers; But does time’ spent per page really indicate what the

audlence 1s getting out of the material?

.

The ANPA's Research Report No. 5 reported fhat time spent in itself

‘e
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“the -

waR not a reliable predictor of understanding of «ontent. - Althouph
e e S SR (NP

report did not address daily versus weekly readership patterns splejfical lvg
: R . 7 '7‘ - . . . N R R _ . R B . o -7» .
it indicated that time spent could not explain what an audience learns

5 I ) % ' - '

4 o P y _ Yo o 4. ) .
from its newspaper. They conclude: . P

shown that time spent reading is an impcrfect measure of thoroughnLSs

of ‘'reading.. Less well-educated people, readers at the lowest income

levet; and the eiderly mdy spend more’ time readlng and yet read less

thorougbly than better-educated people who are able to redd faster and

scan more effIclenqiy,,,For this_ reason, » there are-iu the aggregate

no clear pattérns in reading time by demogranhic groups. It may be

observed, however,,tﬁat it is the oldest, least well-educated, and
poorest readers who are most. 1ike1/ to. spend more than an hour with

their daily papers: (ANPA Report No: 1973);
r 7

Grunig suggests that.a third factor---the ﬁurﬁééé of the reader---:

also must be considered. Does the reader Haﬁe an instrumentai purpose~-—

that is, does he want Some specific information-he has picked up the ..
newspaper to find? Or is he péssing time or seeking enjoyment from ‘the

p -

‘newspaper——~1acking the motive of seéking out information. Crﬁnié‘laBeled
- N

the latter approach consSummAtory..

1979; p. 7)

""""""""""""""" geaders of weekly
,,,,, . “w , ' ,
newspapers seek out news abont 1oca1 government; cnrrespondence reports,

, and local advertising. A study of 5 smaii Okiahoma dally found that there

was a hlgh rate of readersh1p of- "local” items In the newspaper, includlng

both local news and local adVert1s1ng (Crotta, Larkin and De Piols, 1975)

Natlonai and lnternational news, 1n contrast had much poorer readership

Ona Suggestlon from this study is' that information which 1s localized for

o ‘ | \ 4 | . i
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a commgity paper mislit expdet Lilgh readershiip, dFtliough ds-content
! . . .

;i(\p;! i [ b

from its local ééﬁirvké‘ rwn<i:;;ﬂr;ﬁ (i;bf inrwizi The oOklaliomn %éiuiv contiwed
(CSG1E to a small daily, loiving open the question of whethier or not the same
. ﬁ.o_rn would be found for .wcckly news papcrq : .

Réééﬁreﬁ.3136 HdS suggested tﬁa{ fdétéis such as page; size of text,

determinlng'level of readership.' MéCmes and Mauro. found cach of these

J‘

and Mauro, ié??j
 Since the curfent study did‘not ékércréé;ebntrbl over thé layout or size.
of type,ethese important fac:bfs could ot bé controlled. ﬁdwéver,;éii five
paﬁe;; in the study used the teSt articies on an inside page, aﬁd ant used
‘"einiiar layout teéhniques. / App

the Dodgeviile Chroniele; didynot use illustrations supplied with the articles.

-

11
- The Study

NS ;
); ’ { “ :

: A pre test and posr—tebt measured knowledge of the material presented as

well as several measurements of 1nterest in the topic and media usage.

Ibﬁé; TiﬁééICitizen and the -

Two weekly ﬁéwspapers, the Iowa Féllé,

-

and “are 1ocated more than 30 miles from a commun1ty with a daily newspaper

The Iowa Falls paper publishes twice per week;‘bur the earlier edltibﬁ

carries a dlfféréﬁi name: Viriuéiiy aii readers subscribe té'Bbth papers.

r -
The three daliv neuspapers consist of two small dallies, the Ames Daily

.

/ —- - —— —

Tribune, Ames, Iowa. a un1ver31ty communIty, and the Rhtnelander, Wisconsin,

i
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northern part of the state. he Appleton Post-CresednT is a medium s e
. S : v X 7
Wiy serving a deries ol industrial-basced communitics in east ceniral Wigconsin.

hata on tliese papers is given in Table 1.
h
Table 1

Information on the Five Test Communities

Newspaper Ciiééiéiién : , City Population
Apploton Post-Crescent  (daily) 51,617 60,637
Rh}ﬁélaﬁdér/ﬁaili Néas (daily) 7,317 8,218
Amés Daily Tribﬁéé \. ;ééiiyj

&l

10,658 - © .. 39,505

Iowa Falls Times-Citizen (weekly) 5,017 * ' 63454

Dodgeville Chronicle . (weekly) 6,000 7 3,225 .

The papers were purposéfully selected to provide a wide range of circulations
, : ' :
and citizen interests. In each case, the &ditors of the papers agreed to
. ‘ ¥
run a serjes of 14 half-page articles on energy. The articles weré prepared
o : 2 - -

by Thomas J. Murray, a science writer with the College of Engineering at the ..
University cf Wisconsin, gfadison: Each of the articles in the series was

- - .

localized for the particular community in which it appeared by using local .

/- B _

electric rates; local computer simulations for costs of solar energy, etc.
-77. . o - - -

However, on the'whole; esseatially the same information was conveyed:. One

of thie articles is prescnted in Appendix 1:

In eacli community, two random samples of 250 to 300 persons each were

_a

drawn of newspaper subscribers. The first sample of subscribers: was contacted

in Jandary, 1979, before the series began. . The. second sample was contacted

< ‘ ‘ [

-

P



in June, 1979; following the conclusion of the weekly serics.  The two ;
independent samples were used to avoid the problem ol scnsitization cifects

.

from receiving the first energyv questionnaire.

Edch survey contained a 2J-item knowledge test of local cnergy facts

and, concepts: Iii-addition, tlic surveys obtained he

xal

Eeépo‘ﬁdentsi uses. of enérgy, attituacs'about the energy situation, and

media ase in general and specmflcally for energy infbrmétibn. N

* tn each
;

67 percent. In é%éf& case but one; it exceeded 70 percen#.

Resuits _ ;

. .
.

: ‘ fitst; the study examlned the attentIon paId by daily and weekly

newspaper subscrlbers to énéfgi fnformatlon in generat’ and then specifIcally

to the serlés of articles on énéfgy thét Wbbééféa in the newspapers. To

"”hlch of the following ‘have been sources of\ﬁﬁﬁbrmation about energy for you

during the past few months." E
_ B , i o

As Table 2 shows, reiiance on certain media remalned relatively constant

for energy;information, There vas

durlng the January to June period of 1979

a décllné in ﬁsé of ﬁtiiities as sources of iﬁfé;ﬁéiiéﬁ, and a signifxcant

o

gain (P less than .05 X2 test) for neWSpapers as a source of information

S

for aaiiy suBsCfiBéfs.

4

in every case except rédib, utilitiés and éxténsidn,

those .who subscribe to home

town da111es fIsted more sources of informatlon than did thoseﬁgge susscribéd to

] = 4 7l7

weeklies. The mgrgin between daily and weekly readers was s'atistically significant

-

NIV
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for TV, newspapers, mipazings, books or journild, triends and oeiphboro,

~

C - T :
o rabice 2 . . ; ,
: o y .

P O "
Sources of Information dbout Enerdy i

-

“?espondcntsgéouid Select as Many Categories as:Were Approprinto

Medium® Appiletor Rhinelander Ames . Dodgeville Towda Falls
‘ Jan.. Jane Jan:: June Jau: Junme ‘Jan. June Jdaus dunwe
Jan. L ) Jali. Uil

<

™V~ 92%  94% T 88% .89% 97% 86% . _ 831 827 85% 863

Radio 60 . 67 53 .59 g 57 61 6t ' 64 63 64 -

* Newspaper 91 96 84 90 89- 93 82 8 ' 82 85
52 53 65. 67 47 48 45 46 .
Books/Jrnls 19 - 16 23 18 3131 13 12 16 11°

Friends 26 29 29 25 30 40 26 26 - - 20 24

Magazines 53 63

Utilities 42 32 33 - 3 3 3% 30 * 3% 31 36 30
Contractor 14 12 16 15 17 19 9 10, ' 16 10
Extension 2 3 ¢ 9 - 5 9 & 16 12 13 .9

Q} ’ A . - . . . ' _
- | ... - ”~_- _».C” :,:,,j‘;‘i, . :* - Z é N ) - R R o Q%;
. Many of the weekly.sSubscribers in the study also read: a daily
R ’A N . - Z - '::,:;,,: S o Z - ':,: N T ool . -
newspaper from 'another city. In-Iowa Faills, 87 percent of the weekly subscribers

read at least a Sunday paper from another city; usually the Des Moines Sunday
. : ' ) . - £

= - - . J . S
Register. 1In Dodgeville; 81 pergent of weekly subscribers also read at
least a Sunday newspaper from

another city, usually the Wisconsin State Journal
N N
i

from Madison. Thus, the differences in seeking out energy information are
o < oL : o= ' '
not due simply .to a lack of sources in more rural areas.
T . .

When asked to list their Bést source Bf information about energy,
, N _ .

T R N I R _ - - _ o z 1

approximately one quarter to one third of those in each community listed TV, - }ﬁ

~and about the same number listed newspapers. Magazines were almost twice
. : : _ ‘ .

-
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B ‘ N
ar likely to be mentioned as o best Gour e Adiioi g diii l\ commenit ¢ sibseribers
an amonp weckly -commuiity subneribors,  See Table 3
4 :;/
rable 3 ‘
BLHL Sour( esruf Eie rgy Infornmt ton for ‘» communitu 5
(Pre---Jan, 1979; Post-June,’ 1979) .
Appleton Riinelander | Ames ,Iéda Falls ~ Dodgeviiie
—_— o / 2
‘ TV  Pre - 23% ‘ 35% - . ' 227 29%° 29%
Post 3T 29 - 25 29 .25
""Radio Pre b 4 o ' L2 8 4
: Post 2 . 3 : -2 ‘ 4 1
e T ’ , ’ : B .
News- Pre 33 1 ETY BT T
paper. Post 32 28 . . 25 K 25 - D24 b
Maga- Pre - 11 8 13 7 6
zine Post 14 9 13 - 6 4
/. No  Pre: 29 R - © 42 35 0 e B2
Source Post 21 : 31 & 35 - 35 - 1
. e . '
Specificaily for the target newspapers themselves, respondents were
eiy to name: the target newspaper as their best ‘source’ in Jung, in all ;
ges egéept Sne———Appiétpn;, In Appleton; the'numberjnamlng the,Post—Crescent
3 their best source of 1nformat10n decllned by 3 percent Hdﬁéver, even with
v this deéline, Appleton still led all other newspapers studiea as a source ot
5 energy informatlon'by a factor of more tHar 2 to 1: See Table ﬁ
I3 ‘ i :. ) * - . i‘. - ’
Tdbl'e 4 - - i
Selection of~ Test Newspaper as Best Source “of Energy Information
‘Appleton - Ames fowa Falls ' Dodgeville
Best.  pre 28% 9% ’ 5% - 5% , 1o
%FETBY o R . - ) - ; ]
Source - Post 25 15 R 10 !«. g, ‘ C 5 k v‘

f_ i . —t o o e e ——————
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|
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S T o . * ‘ o o
. N ) , B : ‘ . e ,. . . ‘,: ~ ‘/~
Fioi tliese diata we can sece that; overall; theéere was not 4 >;i;/m Heal
. e

2

_JL chapge in media use during the period. Weekly community: newspaper subseriheirs

- tendito. score dbwer on most forms of media u,age‘ Daily community newspaper

subﬁc?iﬁers'signifiCHntjy;iﬁéFéﬁgéd their use .of héwspdporﬁ d$ 4 gource of

Lnergy Lnformation in due ds compartd to January.,

i Lwen

; To measure actual recall of the Lnergy qtrles itbc]f respondoit s

‘were asked to indicate if they remembcred reading any of the series artlclu‘.

' . e L L N
’.kResuits show that readers of weekly newspdpers were SllghLly more likely

reéders.' Results are shown in Table 5; S o . l
— S : -
Table 5 © - " R
_Readers Recalling Reédiﬁg at teast Oﬁe Energy Series Art161L
Appleton . Rhinelander ° - Ames IOweFFalls B Dodgeville
Recaii Readlng - o s R ‘ L
one Article 67% 76% 62% 77% | 2
Don't Recall 4 13 28 13 18
Reading Omne o . . 7
o : o . N : : ; B
Not Sure 13 6 ‘ . 7- 3 ; _ 6:

As a second measure of atteqtion pa1d to series articles, respondents were

- which reported on results of a computer s1mulation testing how economical solar

energy would be for the1r communlty Table 6 éﬁéﬁé tﬁét ﬁeékiyﬁébﬁﬁuhity
“

subscrlbers were slightly more likelu to recail having read this article.

I N

-

e - = : i : :
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. ron : , . . & - )
dospecific article. 1t is also possible that the woeklv argleles were in fact s
. oo N X
btc:lr read thian the daily artiches.
& S : .
% - Table 6 ‘ . : : -
L , Recall of Specific Article about Solar Encrgy
[ ’ . .
‘; . Appleton - Rhinelander Ames Iowa Falls _ Dodgeville
Rdcall o L el | e S
) 0% : : -17: v 7% : 0%
Ar;icle 18:.0 , , 18.9% 17:4% 24.7% i ?l. %
- Do @ot : : - ‘ LSl . T ] ]
© Recall 64.0 63:9° - 65.2 62.8  57.3
‘Artigle : . ’
Not Sure 8.0  17.0 . 17040 1233  21.6
\ ‘;&,_:&
ﬁespbnaents were then asked to indicate how 1nten51ve1y they read the

series articlés. Results showed no significant differences between daily

and weekly newsoaper readers. AS Table 7 Shows, fiore than 6ﬁé:quaftér of

respondents fDr both daily and weekly newspapers séid"tnéy read more than

one of the series articles with Some care.

.,
S - o \

between iearning ab0ut energy frOm a daily or weekly newspaPer. However . " 0
when the change in scores from'January to June.was examined for each community, '

it was found that readers in Appieﬁbn increased their scores on the energy

test at twice the rate of both the communlties with small dailies and the

weeklleﬁ. Appleton readers 1ncreased their mean score from 8. 07 items correct

to 9 34; an increase which is 51gnif1cant at the ’661 level’ The only other .

K‘ I

_ _ C ot . B »
communyty to post a s1gn1f1cant ga1n in energy knowIedge was Rhlneiander’
- which incréased its score bv seven*tenths of a point. Overall Tabie 8 shows
the mean’ Scores bn”the 23 item knowledge test increased by slightiy more than IR
. —_——
, S ) ,~‘< : o

\)..

FRIC
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six-tenths of a point; which, given the large N, makes it statistically
signlficant.

N\ . R -

i

Table 7

Intensity of Readership of Energy Articlgs for Five Communitics

Appleton Rhinelander Ames iowa Falls - Dodgevilly
‘Glaiiced at or B - : - S
skimmed otie 10% _ 17% - 14% 197 . 18%
article X

Glanced at or . , : -
skimmed more - 15 12 12 . 14 18
than 1 article [ :

Read with care -7 - | :

one article 3 19 ‘ - 15 '.19 : ) 15+
Read with care o B AR
more than 1 27 , 30 ) 21 29 . 24
articile : : - _ , ’ o ,

_ Saved at least 1 .3 a 2 2 - 2

'Did not read 31 19 36 24 BT
i : PR ) . . ' R

- L Table 8
. Change in Energy Scores for Five Communities

‘ . Pretegt Score  Post Test Score ' Sig.
appleton . . © . 8.07 S 9u36 . TN- .. - 0007
Rhinelander S 772 . 8.42 .".~i7' h Co ;
Ames . .. .- - / ) 9.54 * ‘10'11‘ o~ e - o -.1595
18%a Falis = . S .7:72 .. 7.89  C GO e 6137

/// .. 7,08 - - ©7.63 - 0 T 0 1258

Dodgeville.
_ overall: o 7.95- 8.60 .- '~ o001
Pre-test = 1101 ' Post test N= 1068 . .

|
»
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Improve the1r scores more, a score of intercst”in energy was

readers woutd

constructed. The score comblhes several questlons and welghted responses

it first gave respondents one point each- 1f they requested any of three

-

a)more information on my personal use- and saving of energ’;

b)more information on new technoiogies, new energy Sources;

c)more information on national and state energy: where it comes

from and what it is .used for; .

éeccnd; 1t gaxf resPondents one p01nt if they said they would 1ike the

media to spend more time on energy than they now do. Third’ 1: gave up

to four points for t1me spent in thepast several months reading aBBﬁE energy.

energy, the better the respbndents did on the energy test. As Table 9
shows, those with the 1owest 1nformation score got fewer than K points on
the test; w?iié those with an information score of 8 received miore than
13 points on the test.

-

Compared to Eneréy Knowledge

Information Seekinggscgrc Mean Score on 23-item Test
0 (lowest) 3.7,

1 6.1

2 6.6

3 7.4

4 : 9:1 -

5 9.7

6 10.2

7 3 10:4

8 N 13:1

SV X
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When these results are broken down by community; daily community
newspaper subscribersdtended to have significantly higher information

seeking scores than did weekly community newspaper subscribers. Table 10

. shows thlit the three dailv newspapers are tightly grouped on one end of the .

. R ool S Sl DI T D A, o
distribution; and the two weeklies are grouped at the other end.

Table 10
Energy Information Seeking Behavior in Five Communities

Community Mean score on Energy Information Seeking

Appleton (Daily) 4.54
Rhinelander (Daily) . 4,45
Ames (Daily) . 4.69-
Dodgeville (Weekly) 4.05
Iowa Falls (Weekly) 4.07

e

Thus, despite readership scores and intensity of readership measurements

which suggest equivalent attention is being paid to the energy articles,

reported information-seeking behavior for emergy would suggest more attention

is being pald to energy in general and possibly the energy series articles.

by daily community newspaper subscribers.

Is there something distinctive about the amount of atténtion given to

energy information in a weekly newspaper, or could Some other factor ar

factors be explaining the difference in scores and information-seeking behavior?
To exploré this fugtﬁér, the Socic-econotic variables of sex; age; and education
were examined.

Results sliow that despite the fact that females comprise oniy 37.7 percent

|~
o
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L

in them as men were, and consequently did not
. =

This notion is supported by an examiniation of

but were not as interested
learn as much from them.
information Seeking, which shows that women are significantly less ‘likelys

to seek out information on energy and read it than are men.: This is shown

in Table 11. ____________________;;___;;

Sex of Respondent:.by Information Seeking about Energy -

Sex ' o Information Seeking Mean Score

Male ' 4.6 .

Female 3.9

o e e e e e e e e e —-—

However, a 2-way analysis of variance attempting to relate knowledge
Score to sex of respondent and type of community showed that while both
sex and type of community are significantly related to score, the interaction

T

between type of community and sex 1§ not significant. In other words, if -

there are more women among weekly newspaper readers, and 1f they seek information

less than men do about energy, the effects are not consistent enocug

"""" h to explain

the difference in scores between daily subscribers and weekly subscribers:
Two-way analyses of variance were also performed for education and age.

In both cases; similar resuits to those for sex occurred: Age and education

are both significantly reiated to score, but the interaction between them

Conclusion

Although subscribers to both daily and weekly newspapers appear to be
equally likely to recall reading articles about energy which appear in them,
15

O
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significantiy higher learning took place for daily mewspaper subscribers.
EaéEgy.&ﬁfé?ﬁétidﬁLSégkiﬁg patterhg dre suggested as one ékﬁghhatibh for
the differenice -in learning, since those who are daily subscribers are
Table 12 ‘
Analyses of Variance for Knowlddge Score by Type of Community
Newspaper by Age, Sex and Eduééfiéﬂ
i Type of New;gaper By Sexgﬁgrgxnowledge Score e o o .

' - - SS DF MS  F. - Sig.
Maln Effgcts - . \5" : ‘ 2032.9 2 1016.4. " 67.9- .000
Type of Paper S ’ - .390.0 1 390.0 . 26.1 .000
Sex ® C ' e 1520:8 1 1520.8 101.729 .000

2-wady 1nteractibhs - 18.9 1 = = 18.9 1.2 1261

Type of Paper / Sex T 18.9 1 ~ - 18.9 1.2 .261
Explained ) o i .~ . 2051.8 3__- 683.9. 45.7 000
Residual . n 15413,1-1031 14.9 :
Total .- o 17464.9 1034  16.9
Tiﬁe of Newspaper by Age for Knowledge Score . 7 , -
— "SS DF MS F Sig.
Main Effects 1610.3 4 402:% 25 8_ .000
Type of Paper 376.9 1 376:9  24:2 -000
Age . - 1066.5 3 355.5 22.8 .000
2=way interactions . 81:0 3 27.0 1.7 .158
Type of Paper/ Age o . 81.0 3 27:0 1.7 .158
Explained ' 1691.4 7 241.6 15.5 .000
Residual = * . 16389:5 1052 5.6 . - \

18081:0 1059 7.1
. for knowledge Score -
- SS - DF MS . F. - Sig.
Main Effects S 2909.7 7 415.7  29.1 .000
Type of -Newspaper 189.4 1 189.4 13.2 1000
Education 2372.6 6 395.4 27.6 .000
2f?§y7interactions 60.56 6 10.1 .7 .645
Type of paper/Educacion . ..60.56 6 ~10.1 o7 -645
Explained 2970.3 - 13 228.4  15:9 1000
Residual 14824.2 1037 14.3
Total 17794.5 1050 16.9
7 [
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© newspaper. communities. Sex, age and education were

newspaper amd score. Results showed thdt there was

3 —]5—

-
i : . ’ -
-

~significantly more likely to seek out energy

kl

information than arc those

from weekly newspaper communities. Resuits

o showed that those who sought
out more sources of information tended to score R. highly ah'thé"éqéfgy
knowledge test. . | } . .

At Ehis Soint .. Howevers with available data, it is difficult to explain
why this difference in ;;farﬁa;iaﬁ:sgékiﬁg‘béthidr occurs-in the weekly

‘all compared by type of

s «

between any of the three sSocio-ecorniomic indicators and. type of community.

Results suggest that readers of weekly newspapers are different in

F P

‘tio significant interaction.

information seeking behavior and knowledge about energy from those in communities

with daily newspapers: Future studies could pro
)

between weekly and daily readers in terms of what they ‘seek to read in their

papers;: how much time they spend with various articles,and what the

learn from them:

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

~I

""" fitably focus on differences
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