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Block A : The Whanau Housé

The whanau house 1g entered via the Commons
which 1s a large general purpeose room, It

also acty as a main circulation area and has Th P -y
provision for pupils' -lockers. Associated e enrose
with the entrance are the property office - m
with its smail refreshment counter, the Head . Whanau Unlt

of Departmént's office and a small Interview

" robme Or either side of the Commons arel A C St d
are clasarooms, seminar rooms and a stalf ' ase u y
room, The tong side of the Commons is '
bounded by a classroom, activities room,

resourres area, preparvration area and o - . . i
laboratory . Whanau: 1. v.i. Be born | muri tonu mai tenei

o tona whanautanga.
2. Beinchildbed Karitengarae
whanau ai te wahine.
) 3. n. Offspring, family group Ka rangona
N s ¢ Rala e karakia haere ana maite
’ whanau a Tane. Used occasionally
/T\ N in tribal designations, as, Te
‘ p as saie t U v ' 1o _ Whanau a Apanui. :
copmons Rreas URGERA A § A . Family (modern) It is questionable
Seminar Roome . - I ; whether_lhe Maori had any real _
Activitiss Room conception of the family as a unit.
Laboratory A familiar term of addresstoa
Resources Roomn ' number of people. Engari. e te whan.
: i . kei aroha tatou ki tona auetanga.

Preparation Ronm N )
Staff Room F L _ : _ : Pronunciation: as in, The lad will go
L - -

Head of Department far now as he has a good job.
Interview Roon

Property and

T ST Whanau: 1. v.i. Go.
Snack Bar - . i _ 1 . } 2. Lean, incline, bend down Kia

Internal court whanau {ou taiepa - ka whanau ibo
te rakau,

Pronunciation: as in, The lad will have
fun now.
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The Penrose Whanau Unit
A Case Study

By Rae Munroe,
Auckland Secondary Teachers' College

Introduction

The original planning committee of the Whanau House
design stated its expectations in Secondary Schools for
Tomorrow. The expectations were that the House would
be ‘more intimate’, provide ‘room for spontaneity’, be
"guidance centred’. and "give each pupil insights,
knowledge and experience so thal he can understand
himself and Ihe people he lives and works with. in both
the smallter and the larger community; and to make the
most of what he can do personally that is unique and
vital to him’, and further, that ‘Dignity and self-esteem
are essential to every human being, as is the feeling of
belonging. Within the extended family of each Whanau
House pupils will leel accepted and of value’,

The statt ol the Whanau House built at Penrose High
School has expectations 100. These Ihey wrote about in
a booklet early in 1977. This statement was more clearly
related to actual conditions in a New Zealand school
and can be summansed as:

General Educational Expectalions

learning would take placein a ‘variety ot waysand
environments’

learning would be ‘a shared experience with ... feliow
classmates, teachers. parents and members of the
community’;

pupils’ sociat and emotional needs would be met'in a
guidance-centred situation’;

the Whanau would be a place ‘t0 which the pupil
belongs and with which he identifies’.
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Expeciations for Curriculum Organisation and
Administration

Students should have a contribulion to make to
decisions concerning the curriculum and
administralion of the House.

Students should be altowed as much Hexibility as
possible in the choice of subjects including some
reduction of the compulsory core and subslitution of
complementary courses SO a wide range of topics
may be offered.

Students should have the opportunily within subjects to
involve themselves in remedial Or extension
programmes in addilion to core requirements.

The facilities of the schoo) and services of subjects
should be available to the student outside the
presently accepted school hours.

How many expectations were realised?

There were constraints (both anticipated and
unanticipated) 10 the autonomy of a Whanau House
staff, and some of these made it impossible to realise
certain expectations. It would be unacceplable to judge
the efforts of the staff by the number of expectations
fuffilled. Penrose High School is a fairly typical urban
secondary school, so it was inevitable that there would
be a number of constraints on independence. The
school had well eslablished administrative routines and
agreed expectations for the behaviour of pupils and
teachers. The major constrainis could be seen as
associated with: the school timetable; the school's
expectations of teachers; the school's expectations of
pupils. Expectations only marginzlly affected were:
learning. environment. sharing. guidance. and identily.
Those attected directly were: curricuium and
administrative decisions. curriculum choice. additional
courses within the core. remedial and extension
programmes, and extended hours.

Thus, the General Educational Expecilations seemed
the more realistic and most likely to be attained in
practice, Those for Curricufum Organisation and
Administration, although theoretically capable of
realisation, were the most constrained by the éxisting
conditions in Penrose High School.

Three main themes

The findings of the two-year case-study of the unil can

be seen as having three main themes which stem from
Ihe expeclations: The Whanau Unit as Community;
Teaching and Learning in the Unit; and, The Unit as
Democracy. The evidence upon which these
commaentaries are based comes from lape transcripts of -
interviews with pupils and teachers (inside and outside
the unit), staff and stafi-pupil meetings and seminars.
classroom activilies, and stalf meetings with parents.

The Whanau Unit as Community

As soon as the leachers and the pupils entered the unit
in April 1977 their comments reflected their belief that
the Whanau House provided new opportunities for close
association between pupils and between teachers and
pupils. The comforiable conditions, the intermingling of
teachers and pupils of all ages, and the relaxed and
casual relationships were noled by all teachers and
pupils duning the intitial round of interviews.

A community developed and was seen in the extent to
which pupils were ‘looking after' their new environment.
Care of equipment and furnishings was one constant
perceived by all teachers and pupils during the two-year
period of study. Although the standard of care varied
somewhat from season to season, depending on the
number of people using the building. teachers agreed
that the pupils' attitude towards their environment was
superior to that of pupils Ihey had knowr in other school
conditions. This opinion of Whanau stalf rnembers was
frequently confirmed by visilors to the unit. On the
whole leachers believed that the pupils’ attitude was a
function of their sense ol identity with the building and
with the people in it and Ihis was confirmed by most
pupils.

The range and the relaxed nature of friendship
patterns among pupils were other aspects ol community
life commented on. However, sixth formers were
reluctant to identify with the new unit and this
reluctance persisted throughout the first year. In the
second year the problem was less noticeable because
the sixth formers had already had time to adjust to the
unit.

Perhaps the most notable development in Iriendship
patterns was the mixing of difterent age groups in the
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commons. Teachers often contrasted the behaviour in
the Whanau commons with their expariance in the main
school where juniors and seniors simply don’t mix’,
Nonetheless. teachers differed in their explanations of
the change. Most attributed it, in part. to the building.
but some saw the vertical form arrangement as a
significant contributar to the mixing of age-levels, {yet
this organisation was shared with the main school). The
pupils themselves believed the mixing was wholly due lo
conditions in the commons ‘'where you naturally get to
know everyone in the House'. In all, bott teachers and
pupils saw the socialising of pupils in the Whanau as
significantly different from that in the main school. They
perceived that barriers had been broken down {or pupils
both at their own age levels and batween age lavels.

The relationship between téachers and pupits was
another sign of the Whanau House as a community.
Inevitably teachers found that pupils had more access to
them and although they all considered thisto be a
desirable trend there was sometimes an ambivalence in
their comments. A few teachers, however, did not feei
that the nature of their relationship with pupils had
changed but simply that their own access to pupils was
easier. Thoseteachers who did perceive marked
changes in their involvement with pupils, nevertheless,
had misgivings which in the initial stages were
somewhat masked by the public commitment to persist
with the goals established during planning. In the event,
teachers, initially, made every effort to increase time
spent in thé unit while seeking to balance involvement
against the desire (0 rest and be "secluded’,

Despite high expectations for the development of a
positive social cimate in the early days and despite
obvious gains in this area, by late in term three of the
first year there were Obvious signs in the teachers’
comments that the experience had lefl them somewhat
distltusioned. The changed emphasis can be traced in
the transcripts of staff planning sessions. By November
when the whole staff met for a day to assess progress.
discussion tended 10 focus on some of the negative
features of the year's experiences. tn particutar. the
teachers’ constant exposure to pupils had become an
irritation to some of them. Given that the main thrust f
the Whanau was t0 reduce the psychological distane:?
between the 1&acher and taught, the reality proved to be
too taxing for those teachers who were used t0 greater
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privacy in their day-to-day work at s¢chool. I'he lack of
privacy in the stalf planning cantre led some staff to
suggést that teachers in a Whanau needed less class
contact time with pupils s0 they could cope with the
additional demands on their time outside class hours.

In summary, the evidence suggested that tor most
pupils the unit promoted a very satisfying social
environmeént which allowed for the establishment of
wide-ranging friendships with peérs and for increased
access to teachers at both the personal and academic
level. For some teachers the environment provided
equally satisfying relationships, but tor most the close
social interaction resulted in varying degrees of fatigue
and strain.

Teaching and Learning in the Unit

How did teachers perceive the effects of the move tothe
Whanau on classroom events? Their comments lay on a
continuum from 'nothing’s changed’ to "a completely
new experience’. Some teachers had been able (O use
the facilities in the new building to advantage in
extending a particular style of teaching. The extent to
which this occurred varied between subjects and
teachers but it was only a minority of the teachers who
felt their teaching styte had been markedly affected by
the move,

At the same time there was a general consensus that the
building was pleasant to work in, that this tended to
make classroom aclivilies more relaxed andthatasa
result pupils were better behaved. Again. the flexibility of
the building was claimed as the main factor affecting
change. The new environment, providing as it did
carpeted areas. attractive decor. and easily moved
furniture, was very much appreciated by those teachers
who were promoting crealive activities, group and
project work. and informal discussion between pupils
and themselves. However. a few teachers were
concerned that ftexibitity in the unit had led 1o a ¢certain
stackness. Clearty the more relaxed routines did not suit
all teachers equally. tt was inevitable that those teachers
who, for example, reteased pupits before theend of a
period to go into the COMmMONS, were seen as eroding
obedience to bell times. Other teachers who were more
punctilious in this matter were upset by the apparent
ofthand approach of the pupils. ‘Whanau pupils
wandering about in corridors during ¢tass time’ were

fraquently noted unfavourably by main-school teachers.

Thus, in the oarly months. the main teaching issues
commentad on by teachers related to the effects of the
buitding and consequént changes in routines; examples
were the fact that time was saved between periods
because pupils and teachers did not have to ‘walk down
miles of corridors’, the convenicnce of dividing classes
between rooms, the ease with which teachers could find
pupils, and the more matura behaviour of pupils. Some
comment was made about curricutum development but
largely in regard to the functioning of innovations which
had been introduced before the unit was occupied.

For the individuatised mathématics programme in the
third and fourth forms the accommodation was thought
to be ideal and the doubte activities room was
successfully adapted for this work by the two
mathematics teachers. The Australian Science
Education Project's modules were introduced
progressively in the junior science classrooms as the
materials became available and interdisciplinary studies
were begun for the third formers. Predictably, by the
third term of the first year more detailed comment on the
functioning of the various curricutum innovations was
beginning to appear in intérviews and in staff planning
Sessions.

Perhaps the single curri¢ulum innovation which
invoived most planning. and could be said 1o typity the
main thrust of innovation in the unit, was
interdisciplinary studies. From the outset
interdisciplinary studies was intended to embody three
main intentions: 10 provide an Opportunity for
integration of core studies in junior classes, 10 allow for
the full teaming of the Whanau teachers, and to give
pupils opportunities for independent or self-directed
learning. As well, the interdisciplinary studies were
meant to alternate in blocks of three oOr four week s with
ordinary classwork in English. Social Studies, Science
and Mathematics. Themes had been prepared at the
planning stage and detailed work sheets with question
sequences were designed before the siudies were
launched. The first session was held late in term two of
the first year with third formers. Two further sessions.
one third form and one fourth form, were heid in the
final term.

By the end of the first year there were differences
between staff about the value of the studies. there was
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an ambivalence in the response of the pupits. and a
nagative aititude to the studies by some parents and
some staff members in the main school. These atl
contributed in some meéasure 1o a reduction of impetus
for the innovation. As well, statl members found it
increasingly difficult to find time to do the detailed
planning necessary. In the second year only one third
lorm session was held. By the end of that second year
some teachers hed reftected on the apparent liilure of
the innovation and commented on what they saw as
shortcomings in praclice.

The effect of the timetable structure was frequently
mentioned as a major problem. and there is little doubt
that it was a factor in the run down of interdisciplinary
studies. So closely was the Whanau unit timetabled with
the main school that any development such as this
nesded protracted negotiation, not only with main
school teachers liksly 1o be atfected by Whanau pupils
teaving the school during classtime for study in the
community. but also for satislying the main school's
regulations for pupit's movements inside and outside
the school,

Teachers perceptions of leaching and learning in the
Whanau did centre on some common ground but there
were also marked dilferences between their viewpoints,
The teachers shared the opinion that they were in the
presence of a more informal teaching environment than
previously, that relationships with pupils had “ecome
tess distant and that pupils had more ready access to
them for special attention and tuition. However, opinion
varied about whether or Not pupits were learning more
than they would have done in the main school and there
wele sharp difterences in their perceplions of 1the extent
to which curriculum thange had actually taken place.

Companison between 1978 School Certilicate results
of Whanau pupils and those of a matched group in the
main s¢chool showed no significant difference in
performance. However. Whanau pupils did pass. on
average, a greater number of papers and this difterence
was statistically significant. On bafance. it could be
confidentty claimed that the pupils who entered the
Whanau unit were not acade mically disadvantaged at
the fifth form ievel.

The Unit as Democracy
Al the planning stage. pact.cipation by pupils was

rogarded as a major goal for the Whanau unit and early
in the occupation of the building efforts wore made to
set up a House Committee which would encourage the
pupils to participate in the alfairs of the unit. Howover,
the Whanau staff members had two clearly different
positions about pupil-participetion. One group accepted
the original notion from the planning stage that format
structures should be provided; the other group
preferred the panicipation to emeérge on a day-to-day
basis built around teachers' contacts with individuals
and small groups. Most discussions ebout panticipation
were about the pupils involvement in the general
running of the unit, However, a second aspect of
participation. which had featured in the planning stage.
was the pupils’ contribution to curriculum development.
This was little mentioned by teachers either in interviews
or in meetings. and systemaltic feedback from pupils on
curriculum matiers was never a prominent
considerabon in the unit.

tn all. the formal structures of verticat (orms. House
Committees. House meetings and forums (held
infrequently, on Friday afternoons). were not seen by
staff as futtilfing the high hopes heid for them. The
House m2etings and verical forms were seen 10
function successfully for admimstrative purposes in the
school, the checking of absences. the communication
of routine notices and for teachers (o tell pupils about
curriculum matters. field trips. schoo! rules and the like.
But they were not seen as providing many opponunities
for pupils to panicipate either in the running of the unit
or in the selecting and organising of the curricutum.
Some teachers believed there were informat
opporunities for pupils 1O paricipale in these ways but
there was no ¢onsensus about the extent to which these
opporunities existed for all pupils.

Conclusion

It is not possible 10 determine how much more ¢could Or
should have been done (0 attain the goals of the
Whanau. At the planning stage it was clear ihat the
highest priority was placed on cyrricetum innovation.
Innovation in consultation and decision-sharing, either
between teachers and pupils or between teachers and
parents. never engaged the full attention of the staff.
Given the constraints noted. the situation that

doveloped was not surprsing.

There i3 no doubt that the Whanau staff worked
extromaly hard during the two years of this study and
the range of their activities, both inside and outside the
unit. was impressive. However, whather or not the goats
would have been more successfully attained had there
been additional stafling and therefore tess contact-time
lor cach teacher, is problematic. There is abundant
evidence in the transcripts of the ieachers’ views that
there was no clear consensus about which goals should
have the grealest prionity. Agreement was greatest
about the social goals of the unit. but even hera there
were thowe who would have preferred tess contact with
pupils and greater protection of their privacy. tin goals
associated with teaching and learning. some teachers
took and maintained an innovative stance while others
did not. However, in the twin concerns of
pupil-involvement and parent-involvement in the
running of the unit there was considerabte ambivalence
in the views expressed and no systematic plan of action
was adopled during the two-year period.

The course of evenis in the unit illustrated quite
graphically the effects of unanticipated constraints on
an educational innovation. A degree of autonomy had
been assumed which could not he realised in practice.
Without such necessary independence the Whanau staff
had been presenied with the impossible task of literally
restructuning secondary schooling. The extent to which
they succeeded. panicularly in attaining the sociaf
goals, was clearly attributable to their commitment and
their determination to persistin the lace of Considerable
frustration.,

Notes

Oepariment ot Education. Secondary Schools for Tomorrow.
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Penrose High School, Whanau House, 1977,

Rae Munroe 150ean of the Secondary Teachers’ College.
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Government Pninter, 1871, shghtly shortened, The
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A Guide to Class Nomenclature o 5

Note; This chart gives a rough
Ages, Stages, Classes, Years, Grades, and Systems compared guide only. All systems are
changing and in all cases the

. chronological ages are
Approximate Chronological Age approximate.
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By Charles Taylor, Sydney University

Sue Price

What can a teacher, faced by the problem of helping immigrant second-language
pupils in his or her class, learn from recent research? One important research
project has made us aware of the sort of obstacles which books, as well as
classroom talk, are throwing in the path of the immigrant pupil. In this item is
described the EMEC (English for Migrant Education Curriculum) research project
and conclusions are drawn for everyday teaching practice.




Educational English as She is Written
By Charles Taylor, Sydney University

What is the English of school textbooks like?
Impressionislic stalemenis such as 'Far 100 hard’,
‘There is a shortage of carefully graded texts’, "Not
enough solid meat in them these days’, aré not good
enough. This research project, which fooks at what is
actually read in NSW schools. began in 1975. it
paused in 1978 and these are some of the resulls.

The Methods

All 669 schools in NSW which have courses inyears 7
to 10 were sent a one page questionnaire. From
subject teachers came information about the mosl
frequently used textbooks. A cut off poinl of 18
well-used books gave us 700 000 words of running
lextin six subjects: science. mathematics, history,
geography, social studies, and commerce. This was
the malenal analysed in 1975-8.

The analysis was computer assisted and [ocked al
syntax (sentence structure), semantics {meanings)
and vocabulary.

The Questions

We set ourselves Ihe task Ol answering such
questions as:

What is wntten English like. especially whal is it

like for non-native readers?
Mosl obviously it is not like the exercises that are
written for foreigners learning English. Those
exercises usually consist of single unrelated
sentences. Understanding them requires effort for the
learner but It Is quite a different art from fluenl
reading. Where a text has been simplified for -
foreigners it has usually been done by chopping up
long sentences into short ones, Yet a string of short
sentences is harder to understand than a group of
somewhat longer ones written so that lhe
relationships between the parts are made clear by
such phrases as 'Nevertheless', "In the meantime’,
‘One thing fed to another and ...

The problem for the reader is making the right
connections. Suppose for exampte that your eye had
caught ‘the reader is making’
out of the last sentence. That is a fairly good reading
span — bigger than most second-language users in
years 7 to 10 could manage. But of what value is it to
read those words unless you have the correct
divisions between them and the correct links with the
rest of the senience?

The Readers

We found Ihat non-English-speaking tearners differ in
more than one way from long-resident Australian
leamers. They tend to respecl the lexIbook more:
they tend 1o give up trying to understand classroom
talk; they are shy of spoken interaction in class: and
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they find that using books gives them more time to
understand for themselves without involving themin
awkward social problems. For these reasons, and
also because more research can be done cheaply
wilh written text. we confined our attention 10 lhe
possible problems sludents who have English as their
second language would be likely 1o encounter in their
reading.

The Analyses

Our lirst batch of analyses concemed syntax — the
way sentences are held together. We noted that
single senlences avoid the problems that can arise
when we make a narrative or an argument flow along
—their meanings tend to be sell contained. Also
single sentences are seldom dependenl on some
situational or psychological context.

The pen i$ on the table.

The car is in Ihe garage.

The pen is in the box on the table.
These from a typical English-as-a-second-language
course. They are not being taught for the conlent they
contain. bul for the rules Ihey exemplify — the use of
the prepositions 'on’ and 'in". They are specific too.
Subject textbooks contain very few such sentences.

When you have observed a white precipitate

forming remove the beaker from the heat using a

heat resistant cloth. stir. and filter the mixture

using the apparatus you have already set up.
That is a much mare common type of sentence, and
as you can se¢ il is iong. full of connections such as
‘when’ and it refers to a particular situation in a
laboratory.

Whal is acomplex sentence ? There is a whole
literature of attempts to describe complexity. but the
notion Ihat emerged from this study was that it
concerns ‘interruption’. We used a simple
interruption ingex using long interruptions of
continuity as the mark of comple xity.

‘Using a heat resistant ctoth’
in the science sentence above is an example ot what
is. for a second-language learner. a long interruption.
Being able 1o move along a page from one eye-fix to
the next and relain the meaning depends on your
knowledge of grammar and vocabulary. Vocabulary
tells you whal the paragraph is about and grammar
what it says about it.

We begin by asking what is interrupled. Usually a
particular fine of argument. Il is usually interrupted 1o
take in some supporiing evidence or an implication.

William and Mary, much harrassed by the

Monarchists on one side and the Parfiamentarians
on the other, pursued a middle course.
The next question is how Iong must the reader hold
part of the argument in suspense. Here we need help
from the psychologists. They tell us that a wait of
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morg than 1.1 seconds is a bit too long for proper
understanding.

This short-term memory span covers reading up 1o
ten words. That is, if you're an efficient long-resident
native reader. But if you're a recent arrival, who
doesn't know a lot of English, or if your family doesn't
encourage you to read English, you'll miss the boat.
That means, the 1.1 seconds bas gone before you can
catch the dift of the whole sentence. The first bit you
read got iost before you finished getting the second
bit.

What happens is this. There are invisible
relationships between pants of sentences. Theseare
partly structural, i.e.. they hold sentences together.
But sentences are also tied together even when they
are Separate.

Look back at the paragraph above, and you'll find a
word these. The word these refers to invisible
relationships, even though that phrase is in another
sentence. We call all these links ‘bonding’, and it's
because good readers get the bonding links right that
they know what the sentences meéan. Some people
study grammarin schoel still, but the links grammar
describes aren't enough. When we réad a continuous
bit of writing, we need to process all the links. That
includes what linguistics call 'cobesion’.

Vocabulary

We looked at an idea called "cellocation’. This vogue
word means the closeness of one word 1o another
word in a passage. Take these sentences:

The cat was basking in the sun.

Cardinal Wolsey basked in the warmth of Henry's

favour.
You notice that the rather rare word bask has to go
with some word suggesting heat. 50 we collectall
these words that go togetherand come up with a
cluster of words. These words form a sort of topic
pool for vocabulary. You can try this for yourself on
some geography book, for example. Notice how each
word has other words that 5eem to be demanded for
company. Then collect them into a list, and you've got
a vocabulary base for practice material in English.

In our study we used a measure which we called a
span. Count the words from the keyword — the one
you're investigating. Going from bask in the
sentences about the cat and Henry, you find sun and
warmth are both 3 places away. They are "at a span of
3. we used a span of 4 for our research. and you can
read some of the results in the Report.

The study also covered word lrequency indiflerent
subjects and it tried to identify words which do a ot of
work. For example, a question like. 'Who won?’ said
aftera soccer match can throw people whose English
isweak. This innocent l1ooking question really means:

‘Which team scored the most goals, and therefore

thewinner?
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Then we lound that innocent words like cut and
area have different meanings in different subjects. In
geometry, one line cuts another. But the line isn't now
in two pieces. Cut really means ‘cross’ in geometry.
Thearea of atriangle is the amount of space in it. An
area in geography is just a region. So, 'find the
area...” What does it really mean? All you native
users of English reading this think thisis child’s ptay.
But not 50 the second language users.

Grammar

We aii hate grammar, but we ali use it, or else we
couldn’t get our ideas across. We looked at grammar,
and especially at verbs. Verbs are the key to a
sentence. Each verb has a different meaning
accerding to the nouns that go with it.

In order to Show the funding authority that we were
scholars and not just playing around, we calted this
sort of thing 'transitivity”. As far as teachers go, it’s
really just putting verbs and nouns together. Take the
word fing:

{a) Stuart found a lake at the foot of the hill.
{b} Find the value ofx in the foliowing.

In {(a} because find goes with the noun iake’, we
know it means "discover’. In (b), it goes with ‘value’, 50
it now means "100k for’. Keeping those meaningsin
their nght place is a hard game for new readers in
high schools.

Language for What?
IS there a Special language for science, and one for
maths and 50 on? We didn’t find S0 much of a special
language for Subjects, but we did find that there was
a sort of educational language that tries to be
objective.
Objectivity can be achieved by using:
(i} the passive voice: the jsfand was discovered
in 1856
{ii} -ing and -ed words: boiling the water;
attached to the top
{iii} the "always’ tense: water boils at 100°C
{iv} introductory i: it is interesting that . ..
(v} introductory there: there are many jarms in
the area
{vi) forms with what: what is neededis. ..
{vii) verbs like may. could, must: this may be the
cause of ...; there must be some reason

Problems
The passive voice in English has two meanings.
Lookat:

{a) The solution is placed in the beaker.

(b} Baltoons are filled with light gases.
In {a). the passive really means:

{i} Putthesolution in the beaker

or
(i) It you put the solution in the beaker. (the
experiment will 9o well).
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But in{b) H means:

People usually fill balloons with light gases.
Verbs like seem and think often come infunny
places in English. Thus:

{a) She seemed not to have heard *

{b) Idon’t think that’s right.

In (@) it's not she whoseems. What we mean is: It
seemed as if she didn’t hear, Foreigners find this
really queer. In (b} it's notthat | don’t think. | do
think, and I think that isn’t righi.

Reading 5pans we've already mentioned. They
are a problem because readers get the wrang
words togetherin a passage and 50 invent new
expressions. In this sentence:

What they found of importance was negligible.
Some readers invented an expression “find of. But
of doesn’t go withfind, it goes withimportance.
Some conjunctions likeso that can introduce
different ideas:

{a} Place the compass s¢ it faces nerth (in such

away)

{b) Pullthe cord 5o that the parachute unfolds

(with this purpose)
{c} He stopped suddenly, s¢ that the baggage
fell off {with this result)
One innocent letter we should all watch closely is
the letter 8. Both verbs and nouns use it in English:

{a} The mist clouds our vision.

(b} The clouds moved slowly.

{¢) The ¢loud’s in the way.

{d) The cloud’s base was fiat.

The ¢comma above the line, the apostrophe, helps
us a bit. but even it means two different things here.
and we s5till need to think 50 as to sort out the
meanings.

Simplitication

We tried to measure what was simple. We used
the idea of fexicality and fexical density (see the
notes) and linguists' ideas like clause depth and
clause interruption mentioned earlier,

We noted that simple words were often more
vague. So there's a need in all subjects for
specialized vocabulary. This helps sort out the
exact meaning.

Some Questions

Are all high school teachers English teachers? Do
subject teachers overlook language problems, or
hope the Engiish1eachers wiii sort them out?
Should we use students’ own language as the basis
of textbooks, or does this make it impossitis 1o
advance further? Is it really possible to teach the
English of geography ‘situationally’? {i.e., using a
real situation, ‘the ¢chalkis in the box on the table’
often used by English teachers}. Is teaching
vocabulary enough?

It seems as if many of these questions are
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answered in part by bearing in mind how we read.
As we read, we have expectations that the
sentences will be completed. Reading isn't justa
passive occupation. If our expectations are
disappointed, we get confused. Therefore we must
find out exactly what we cught to expectin a schoot
textbook. And that's what the EMEC project tried to
show.

An Example
Take the sentence:
The critical solution state of the ore is related
directly to the compaosition of its crystalline
elements.
Whatis it about 7 The keywaord is ¢re, but that word
is embedded in the sentence at a point where some
readers wouldn't expect it. In particular, foreign
speaking readers might not notice it. It's a small
word. And yetit’s the right place. Our students need
a lot of practice in this sort of English.
Students need practice in [earning:
(iY to find the links between words.
{ii) to discover which vocabulary words go
together.
(i1} to understand objective language.
{iv) to identity keywords in sentences and in
passages.

Notes

Some of these references are rather technical, but
they repay study:

About Cohesion:

M.A.K. Halliday and R. Hasan: Cohesion in English,
Longman. 1976.

About Context, or how much wark a word has to do:

B. Bernstein "Social ¢lass. language and
socialisation” in Open Universily: Language in
Education, pages 102-110. esp. page 106.

About Lexicality and Lexical Density:

J.N. Ure: Lexical density and register differentiation’
in G.E. Perren and J.L.M. Trim (eds.): Appiication
of Linguistics, Cambridge University Press, 1971.

About the EMEC Project:

C.V. Taylor: The English of High Schoof Textbooks -
Education Research and Deveiopment Committee
Report No. 18, Ausiralian Government Printing
Service, P.O. Box 84, Canberra, A.C.T.. 2600. and
obtainable at Government Bookshops .

The Author

Dr C.V. Taylor is Directar of the Department of
Education’s Dipl¢ma in the Teaching of English as
a Foreign Language at Sydney University.
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Assessing What

They've Learned

By Warwick B. Elley, University of the South Pacific

Sue Price

1. Introduction

Why do we test pupils?

Most 1eachers spend 4 lot of time and effort preparing
tests. giving tests, marking tests and using lests for one
purpose or another. Why? The main functions of tests and
examinations in school are:

(a) Masrery. Classroom tests are oflen prepured by
teachers 1o see whether pupils have mastered a particular
unit or skill that has just been taught.

e.g.. Teacher gives u quick quiz to see whether pupils have
learned how to multiply fractions: or know the main events
and characters in the book ~Animal Farm™": or huve
learned the main vitamins and the foods that contain them.

{b) Diagnosis. Tests ure often used by teachers to
determine the mujor weaknesses that a child shows in
basic skills.

e.g.. In mathematies. to see whether pupils know basic
number facts. or can handle zeros. or understand how (o
divide fractions; in reading. to see whether pupils®
difficulty is due 1o poor vision or hearing. or word attack
skills. or vocabulury weakness. or some misconceptions
about print.

(c) Reporting Progress. Formal examinations are oflen
used to report on the progress made by pupils over i term.
or school year. The results are of interest to parents.
pupils. potential employers. and teachers in next year’s
classes.

In addition to these three main uses. formal tests and
examinalions are often used
() to place children in ability groups:
(it} to select pupils for further education.
scholarships. ete.;
Q "ii)2 f match pupil materials with pupil abilities:

tivl) 1o evatuate one’s own instruction:

(v} toassist with vocationy) guidinee:

ivi} todetermine o child's readiness for leaming:

(vii) to undertake researeh on pupils” abilities., or on
teaching methods:

(viit) 1o determine whether educational stimdirds in it
school, or total system are changing.

Asteachers. we should be elear why we are testing. We
should not test just beeause it is ulways done. Certainly.
tess often do help motivilte students to work harder, But
the results can be discowraging 100. if the results are poor,

In fuct. the purpose of the test should affect the kind of
test given. Thus, a formal selection esamination will
normally cover a lurge number of skills and 1opies lightly.
und most questions should be of middle difficulty Jevel.
Mastery tests on a panicubtar unit will be move intensive.
with several questions on each uf i few topies to see
whether they are mastered or not. Some (ests should be
relatively hard for all pupils. (e.g.. Diugnostic tests). Some
will be lengthy and fornxal with elaborate marking schemes
{e.g.. End-ofyear examinations): at other times the
teacher will give shont. informal quizzes with emphisis on
quick feedhack. Sometimes the need is for many shon
questions which can he objectively mirked. At other times
the tleachers purpose will be better served with a few Jlong
answer questions. It is important therefore that we think
through our reasons for testing.

2. Qualities of a good examination

Not all examinations are well set, Ofien they are oo hard.
Or tow easy, or nit enough time is sllowed. Sometimes the
questions are vague. Of trivial. or provide ebues for the
‘test-wise’ pupil. Many examinations are unbalunced,
providing 100 miny questions on some aspects. and oo
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few on others, Such weaknesses meians that decisions
bused on the examination results will be anliis, or
pedagogically unsound. How con we 1ell if our
examination is a good one? Two important features ase
Relinbilitv and Vedidiny .

(b Reliahilicy

Tests are reliable it they produee ewrsistens results, iChey
produce similiv mark s on Jdifferent vecasions. 18a pupil
gains 75% . in o reading comprehension test today, and
only 3077 tamurrow, then the resulis are nol consistent:
the tests are not sufliciently reliable 10 bise judgements
on, IFa pupil is pliwed fiestin his class in o test of
multiplication and division of decimals today ind is 20th in
asimilar vest tomarrow, we can conelude that the tests are
not relioble indieators of his abilivy.

To be relinble a tesy must normally be long cacuek to
minimizy the cffects of chance faetors in the content iind
skills incibded in the test, With o short test, a pupil may be
hicky, hecuuse he huppened 10 know or guess eorrectly the
few questions thit were asked, whereas he knew very little
about the areis untouched by the test. A standirdized 1est
of reading., mathematics or linguage normilly necds al least
40 good ohjectively marked questions, to reach a
satisfactory level of reliability. To make decisions about
individual pupils. for plaeement, or greuping, or diagnosis,
iteacher-made test will probably reguire more guestions
thin this: for judgements aboug the performance of whole
groups, o leacher ciin get by with fewer,

Just how long it particulir test should be. depends on the
type of material tested, the amount of supplementary .
information available. and the importance of the decisions
being made. Thus a test of i highly speeifie skill, sueh as
arithmeticul addition, or spelling, or typing. may produce
reliable results within ten minuies. If however, we wish 1o
eximing @ pupil’s grasp of a variety of mathemiical
relationships, or his nnderstanding of a period of history.
and then to make decisions abowt future sehooling on the
hitsis of the results, we may wish to extend the test over
two or three hours (o gain masimum reliability. For such
generil skills as essay-writing ahility, or ori) expression. it
is commonly fonad that pupils vary so mueh in their
performance from day Lo day and from tapie to topic. that
the only sure way to gain adequate reliability is o test the
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pupils on several peetivions and several opies, and
comhine 1he marks given by twa or three independent
markers, This may not idways be practicable, but we
should realize when vur results are likely 10 be Gallible,

nher requirements of icreliahle test are clear, precise
Jirections, and reasonuble time limits, 1§ stedenls are
tushed. their performanee may not be 1ypicad. The
guestions should be ¢lear and unambigoaus, teither too
easy nor oo Jifficult: they should normally Jiseriminate
well between good and pour pupils. and they shoubd he
cipable of reasonably objective mavking. (therwise the
resuls will vary aeeonding to the vilues and whims of the
marker. i & ehoiee of questions iy allowed reliabilily
usually drops, beeatse markers cannnt conpare answers
S0 consistently.

These are some of the more important factors i
derermining how reliable i test will be. 1t is possible (o
assess the rebiability of i test stinistieally, but that is a tupic
for snother time,

(b} Vidielire .

A pood test must be valid, This meuns that. in wddition (o
measuring i pupil’s achievement consistently. it should be
refevant o the sugin objectivec of the course. 11 shoult
cover the anit or eourse adequately, sampling coch vonlent
aren and skifl in appropriite proportions. 1Fa teacher
knows precisely what his objectives are, he ean usually
tell. hy analysing the questions of o test. whether they
conform ¢losely o the ohjectives he his adoptedi.e..
whether the test has ‘eontent validity” for his purposes,

To illustrate, o 60-item test of addition in arithmetic may
be highly reliable, and yel be quie invalid for measuring
achievment in a course of modern mathematies which
emphisizes eoneepts. relationships and reasoning. The
objectives of the test do not mateh the 1eaching objectives.
A J-hour written examination in manuid ans may pive
reliable results, Butif it does not reguire students 1o show
the actual skills they have learned. it wilf have poor

alidity. The students who do well on a written
examination muy not be those who Jo well in the practical
skills.

Again a lest ol geogruphy which focusses on Getual
details about populations, arens, elimate. expors, capiat
vitiex, and the like would produee irrebevant resulis for o
teacher who stressed broad eoncepts. generalized skills
and underlying refationships. A valid test of such
objectives miy require nuvel or fictitious situations on
which to base questions so that o pupil can demonsirite

\')""' he has znllaine(btlﬁsc objectives, regardless of the

pantivular factual detidls he has aegnired,

Sometines tests ek validity beciane of "cultiral bias®,

(mestions miy be unfair hecause they assume that the

ptpil has had pirticular experiences shieh e las not had,

or read books which were not aecessible 1o hin, or seen
films or TV, programmes which he has it seen.
Sometimes the test may be invalid becawse the pring is
illegible, or the disgrams uneleir, o the puper
inadequantely provferead, Savh problems may Jisiviw
pupikts and eatise changes in theis rank osder. Likewise,
cheating will resultin invadid results. I pupils van copy
ong another’s guswers, or gain prior know kedge ol the
guestions the results sill sot seflect their true grasp of the
stbject assevsed,

Toensire maximum validity {or his tests, then, it is
important for w teascher o speld o, as elearly as possible,
precisely what his ubjectives are. and to hnild his
guestions around these, in the appropriale proportions.
‘Tests which deeclop without sueh plinning ofien
degencrate inte favtital quizzes of the low-level, isolied,
eisily testable fragments of the costrse,

Gribdelines fene Cleeking Reliahifise

. Isthe test fung vnvugh?

. Are the questions glear?

. Are the time limits readistic?

. Are the yuestions of appropriule ditliculey

. Is the mirking elfective?

. Are the instructions elen™

. Hiw the choice of guestions been hepl 10 3 nunimaim?

|
3
3
4
5
6
1

Guidelines tor Checking Vididine

1. Are the questions relesant. important”?

2. Huve allopies been assessed inappropriate
proportions”?

3. Have all skills been wssessed in appropriste
proportions?

4. Are there clues to the right answers?

5. Isthe typing and presentation adequaite?

6. Huve all students had s adeguiite opportanity to jeun
the material tested?

7. s seewrity adeguide to s oid cheming!

3. Planning the test

iTa testis not well haluneed it will not be valid, Therefore,

o ensure proper balinee, itis i good ides o draw up i
plan or bluepring. Lixi the main topics to be covered on

one axis an the mujor skitks to be developed on the other,
Thus. o blee print for o onitan Mathensidies might look
like this:
Sklils

Topies Mewory  Compuititdion Aqpgliciion Tidal
Seis

Fraction,

Mewsnremem

Deciinals

Sutistics

Taotal 1]

Tl teucher who prepared this plan s elearly decided
that the most important objeetives in his course are those
voncerned with applying the skills learnt in new sfivutions,
rinher than memory work or routine computational skills,
Theretore, 25 of the 30 guestions are Jevered o
application, [ikewise, statistics is given more weight than
the other topies, although il eeevive some weight,

Phianing of this kind should be undertaken in every
subject and the weights given should reffect the amount of
emphiisis given (o the topies and skills Juring the teaching
ol the unit or course. For exomple, in Social Studies, the
topivs 10 be weighted might be:

L.ocution, Climate. Discovery, Early Setilement,
Industry. Transport, Culture, The skills issessed might be
Reeall. Comprehension, Application. and Evaluation.

An English iest might hive as its main lopics: Wriren
Language, Orad Language. Grammar, Fietion, Poctry. The
skills to be tested might be Knowledge. Comprehension,
Applivition, Synthesis (production of originagl work), and
Evutuation.

4. Test questions

Question writing is an ar that Jepends on clear
understanding of the subjeet and of the pupils heing
assessed, as well as o grasp of the generad principles of
itern writing, 1t helps. also. to have plenty of lime. some
imagination, aecess to other people's questions is models,
and ain apportunily 1o have your guestions edifed by
colleagues,

Severitl kinds of guestions eun be used, and none is ideal
For stll eircumstonees, Written test questions con be simply
Jivided into 1wo 1y pes:

{a) Objective Questicns: These have right or wrong
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answers and muckers should agree pn which are right and
which are wrong.

{b) Suhjeetive Questions : ssay-type testy in which the
pupils must respond to open-ended guestions by
composing their pwn answers. There iwe varying degrees
of eompleteness und correciness.

OBJECTIVE TEST QUESTIONS

(u) Multple-choive
These consist of a stem . stating the yuestion, and dor §
possible options 1 choose from,

e.g. (i) What is the areitof o rectangle which is 5 em long
and 3 em wide?
A Bsgem.
*B. tisqem.
C. 165 em.
D. sy, cm.

Note that the “distractors™ (A, C and D) should be
plausible answers for the pupils who might be unsure.

tin} Ir bread is placed in a refrigerator. it will not
become mouldy so quickly, beciose:
*A. coollng slows down the growth of Tungi
B. darkness retards the growth of moeuld
C. vooling prevents the bread from drying out
D. mouid requires both heat and light for growth

This question requires the pupit to apply his knowledge of
the religionship between temperature and the growth of
moulds,

(b} Matching Questions:

These consist of twe eolumns of items selected so that
pupils can malteh the words or symbaols in one column with
the approprimte word or phrase in the other. Matehing
questions are uselul for testing homogeneous sets of facts
e.g.. matching botks with their authors, chemicals with
their formulas, words with the pants of speech they
represent. elc.

Country
CFijit )
. Tonga t H
. Weslern Samoa(

Capitad City

. Rarotonga
Suva

Vila

, Nuku alofa
. Honiary
Apia

1
2
k]
4. Cook Islands(

TmTaw>
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Note thid bath lists showld be homogereons, and one
shonld be fonger than the other, The main Tl in
preparing these guestions is that each list tdten contains
terms which are heterogeneons. They should all be
authoys, or eities, or chemicals, or parts of speech, e, If
citics are mixed with minerals, and people. and
vrganizativns., they provide obviows clues to help the
uninformed pupil.

() Trie-False Questions:

These ¢onsist of i singhle stidement which the pupils are to
mark fripe or fithse, or right or wrong, They are useful
guestions for ioguick quiz, hut guessing can be a seriows
problem with this type of question. This can be reduced
somewhat hy asking papils to correet the lalse statements.
et

Ring I wrie
Tock  the cormed
anwwer

AT E TS

The volume of ic thirss
of gas ends te
INCreuse s i
[ENIPLridury InCreases

Tarld _ _ . .. L

Fiji*s chitt ¢xpuort
R

W} Completion Questions:

These eonsist nf it question or sentence eontitining a blank,
for which the pupils must supply the appropriate word,
symbuol or phrase. These questions are acivally
“wemi-objective’, because there is pften more than one
acceplable answer,

e.g.. (i) What is the name of the instrument used w
measure temperature”?

(11} The device used to tell whether an electrie charge
i positive oF negative is:

(i) What is 25% of 447

Which Tvpe of Ohjevtive Test Question Shoutd You Use?

There is no one hest type vl item. Allare appropriste at
one Lime pranother, bin pultiple-choiee questions nre
mre widely used than nthers in standardized tests and
important examinativns, The following ndvintages are
uiten cliimed for multiple-choive questions.

(i) They are more vhjective and reliable than essay
tesits or completion questions.,

tii} They muke possible the testing of i lurger sample
of the pupils’ knpwledge and ability in i shor time
than does the essay test.

tiii} They enable the teacher Lo meisare process
skills ais well as recall of simple knowledye. By
contrast, true-false. matehing and completion
questions are largely restrieted (o simple recall.

(iv} They are casy 10 mark in kirge numbers.

(v} ‘They make it impossible for a pupil to giin o high
score by ghiessing.

(vi) Cammun weaknesses in pupil knowledge and
skills can be readily diagnosed by the 1cacher.

{vii) The gucstions themselves ean be readily
evaluated and improved by means of item analysis.

On the other hand, multiple-choice guestions do have
these disadvantages:

{) They cannot measure pupils’ creative skilis, or
ability 1o organize material in & eoherent manner.
This is punticulurly important in language, literalure,
and other expressive subjeets.

(i) They take much time and skill to eonstruct.
Pourly prepared questions may prduce more invalid
results than completion or essay questions.,

5. Suggestions for preparing test questions
1. Essuy Questions:

(i) Specify elearly what is to be included.in the answer.
Compaire: (Poor) : Write an essay on the French
Revolation,
{Better): In not more than 500 words,
{a) Outline the main causes of the
French Revolution.,
and
{b) Explain why reform could not be
obtiined withou! violence,
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{ii} Use several short questions rather than one long one.
{iii) Avoid optional questions where possible, as they
make marking more difficult.

{iv} Before the test. prepare a model answer. outlining the
main criteria and weights to be attached to eich.

(v) Mark one guestion for ull pupils before beginning the
next.

(¥i) Mark without knowing the pupils’ names. where
possible.

(vii) Obtain independent assessments, wherever You can.
The average of iwo markers is more reliable than the
results from one.

2. Objective Questions:

(A) GENERAL

(i} Keep your questions brief, simple in expression, and
free from complex verbal instructions. double
negatives, etc.

(ii) Test only the important fucts and skills. Avoid trivial
questions. “catch™ questions. and irrelevant material.

{B) MULTIPLE-CHOICE QUESTIONS
{i} The problem should be clearly stated in the stem of
the question.
e g.. (poor)
Bats
A. drive off harmful birds
B. are enemies of man
*C. ealinsects
D. eat rats
The pupils must read all options before they
understand what the problem is.

(i) Use only plausible distractors
e.g.. (poor)
The Prime minister of Fiji is
A. Mr Muldoon
B. Mr Fraser
*C. Sir Kamisese Mura
D. The Shah of Iran
Many pupils could guess the answer with very
limited knowledge. Names of other prominent
Fijians would provide better distractors.

(i} Ensure that there is only ohe correct answer
e.g.. {poor)
The population of Hamilton is
A. less than 50 000
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B. between 50 000 and 70 000
C. over 20000

D. over 30000

Both C and D are correct.

(iv) Avoid the stereotyped language of texabooks inihe
correct gnswer
e.g.. (poor}
The Renaissance in Evrope was characterised hy
A. adecline intrade
B. many religious wars
*C. an unusual efflorescence of creative talent
D. the loss of colonies

(v} Beware of grammatical clues and verbal associations

e.g.. (poor}
The French scientist who discovered the basis for
pasteurising milk was

*A. Louis Pasteur
B. Isaac Newton
C. Francis Bacon
D. Alexander Graham Bell
There are two clues to the right answer here. The
question should be rephrased.

(vi}) Make the correct option the same length #5 the
distractors
e.g..{poor)
Sweets are not recommended for eating belween
meals as they
A. cause diabetes
B. supply excess energy
C. stimulate the bile
*D. dull the appetite for foods rich in other necessary
elements
D sounds right becausr: it is longer. and 50 makes flor
afuller statement.

(C} COMPLETION QUESTIONS
(i) Useasingle blank in each question
e.g.. (poor)
The = of " was writlen by
A pupil may know the facts required. bul be
confused by the question.

(it} Place the blanks near the end of the sentence
e.g.. (poor}
—  isthe name usually given lo the
breakdown of the soil by various processes.

e.g.. (better)

The breakdown of the soil by various processes is
wsuallycalled |

Gii} Make all blanks the same length
e.g.. (poar)
Villais the capital city of the —_ .
A pupil who was not sure whether to ehoose
Solomon Islands or New Hebrides would have an
obvious clue here.

(iv) Make sure that there are a finite number of aceeptable
answers
e.g.. {poor)
Columbus discovered America in
e.g.. (hetter)
In which year did Columbus discover America?

6. Conclusions

Much more couid be saidd about wriling sound
questions. However. a careful reading of the
principles outlined above and some meticulovs
editing by your colleagues should make for hetter
reliability and validity than thatin a test which grows
“Topsy-like” without planning and forethought.

Teachers who wish to improve their assessment
skills further can learn much from studying examples
of well prepared examinations and standardised
tests, and from analysing the resulls of their own
tests, using item analysis. This and other topics can
be lollowed up in such books as:

Ebel. Robert L. Essemtinls of Educational Measurement. New
Jersey. Prentice-Hull. 1972 (the west develuper”s bible).

Peddie. Bill. und Grahum White Testing in Practice. Auckland.
Heinemunn Educiiion. 1978, tshort. pithy. 1 pruciicing leucher’s
guide).

Queenslund Department of Education. Seftoed Assessmens
Procedires Titles: t An Introduction. 2 The Multipte Choice
Tem. 3 Assessment in English.4 Moderuwion Within Schools, §
Assessment in English. 6 Assessment in Foreign Languages. 7
Planning a Summative Assessment Programme. 1971-5,
Available from ACER.

Lzard. L.F. Construction and Anedysis of Classroon Tests .
Melbourne. ACER. 1977,
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Whatever Happened to
Programmed
Learning?

By Graham Wagner, NZCER

In the late 1950s programmed learning was set to
revolutionise teaching. B.F. Skinner started the
rnovernent in 1954 with a provocative paper entitied ‘The
Science of Learning and the Ar of Teaching',

We are on the threshold of an exciting and
revolutionary period. in which the scientific study of
man will be put te work in man’s best interests.
Education rmust play its part. It must accept the fact
that a sweeping revision of educational practices is
possible and inevitable.

The scientific approach Skinner had used in his own
experimental work with animals could, he believed. be:
applied to hurnan learning by the use of teaching
rnachines:

I the teacher is to take advantage of recent advances
in the study of [earning. she must have the help of
rngchanical devices.

Six years later Stolurow wrote:

The teaching machine seems to be a major
breakthrough in educaltion comparable to the book,
radio and television.
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Almost immediately. however, there was a change of
emphasis away from machines {hardware) to the
programs written for machines (software). The
programs were soon (for convenience) presented in
textbook form and the machines became less dominant.
This was a move in the righ! direction but even so some
reputable scholars still seemed to be mesmerised by the
revolutionary possibilities of Programmed Leamning and
as fate as 1962 we were still reading such stalements as:

Pragrammed Instruction is essentially a revolutionary
devicein that it has the polential to free man from
bondage.

It was easy to see the truth of the arguments Skinner put
forward in his attack on the shortcomings in the
education system of the USA: other Weslern countries
like Australia and New Zealand were also vulnerable.
The education systems were static, tradition bound,
content dominated. placing the teacher and the
curriculum first and the learner a very poor second. In
general, the teaching methods revolved around the
teacher's knowledge of the syllabus and previous exam
papers. The most common teaching aids were the
textbook and a chalk board, and the most recent
innovation, in New Zealand at least. was to change the
boards fram black to green. The syllabuses gave little
help to teachers: they provided lists of what wasto be
taught, but little, if any, help with how one idea should
follow on anolher. Further, in the examination
dominated climate, any reinforcement (such as
information given by the teacher to the pupils about
whether they were getting their work right or wrong)
usually came oo late. too infrequently. and too
unsystematically.

The teacher was in a poor position to remedy any of
these shartcomings Skinner suggested without some
form of heip. However, the new technology available to
the teacher, he believed, made it possible to research
the complexities of human behaviour in a controlled
‘laboratory-like” environment with the help of machines:

Now, the human organism is, if anything, more
sensitive to precise contingencies than the organisms
we have studied. We have every reason {0 expect.
therefore, that the most effective control of human
learning will require instrumental aid.

ERI
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Skinner saw teaching machines as a partol an
improvement to teaching technigues. In this respect he
was saying nothing really new. A machine had been
used in history as far back as the middle ages for the
raining and amusement of knights. Catled a ‘quinlain’ it
was essentially a figure of a swordsman mounted on a
pivot. In one hand the figure had a sword and in the
other a shield which served as a target. If the horseman
with histance did nol sirike the the shield squarety in the
centre the quintain would pivot quickly and slap the
knight with his sword as he sped by. This form of
‘negative reinforcement’ was a strong inducement to
improve the knight's performance.

Sidney Pressey is regarded as the inventor of the first
modern teaching machine although Thorndike is
credited with having thought out a way to program
textbooks using a machine-like system in 1912,

Researchers investigating the effectiveness of
machines and programs have turned away from talk of
programmed learning. which directs attention at what
learners do with their machine or programmed book,
and are now looking more closely at what program
writers ask learners to do. This emphasis leads Ihem to
prefer the term programmed instruction. As Hartley. a
prominent writer on the movement points out. they are
both sides of the same cain.

The Techniques

Inthe earty days of programmed |earning the list of
techniques and principles advocated was something
like this:

{a) Thelzarner must work on his own, with a machine or
programmed text.

{b) He must work at his own pace.

{c) He must work through small steps.

{d) These steps must be carefully sequenced.

{e) The learner must respond in some way to each step
— usually by writing his answer down, or by pressing
an appropriate button,

{f} Thelearner must receive immediate knowledge of
results concerning the correctness or
appropriateness of his answer.

An additional principle was also borpe in mind, but this
did not affect the learner's way of working. This was:

{q) The program must be tried out. and revised
according to the resulls of the trials so that the final
version of the program teaches specitied objectives
to a specified group of learners.

These techniques were simply and practically translated
into the tollowing programming steps which wrilers
employed when constructing a program for either a
book or a machine:

{1} Performance objectives were clearly defined.

{2) Atask (or topic) analysis was carried out.

(3) Ateaching sequence was selected.

{4) The program was written {in, for example, tinear or
branching format).

{5} Thenthe program was evaluated and revised (if
necessary), before it was used in a classroom.

Theoretical Matters

There is now enough evidence to support the use of
programmed instruction in selected areas of the school
curricufum without spending a lot of time juslifying its
usefulness. But "'mechanised learning’ is a sort of bogy
in our educational folklare and it will be as well to ook
atwhere it comes from and consider it in the light of
what we now Xnow.

Skinner backed up his description of how learning
takes place in laboratory rals and pigeons with a theory
— that of reinforcement. A reward is a positive
reinforcement of the action that brought the reward; the
action (or response) being what the experimenter, or
teacher. is trying to get learnt. A punishment is a
negalive reinforcement for some responsé which the
‘teacher’ is trying to avoid. Liberal minded people were
pleased to learn that rewards for the ‘right’ actions get
‘better’ results than punishments for the ‘wrong’
actions. (A little awkward was the discovery that a
hungry rat finds food quicker if you give him a little
shock |punishment?] as well as the food.)

Rewards can be, {or humans. just the pleasure of
getting the right answer. 50, the argument goes, give all
learners the right answer right away. everylime, and
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learning will proceed apace. Keep the steps small and
the positive reinforcement will come more often and
learning will be éven faster. This sort of theory, which
makes no mention of what might be going on in the
lsarner's mind, is often called the "behaviouristic theory
of learning.’

Skinner's theory came under ctose scrutiny. One
chiticism centred around whether studies of animat
learning tell us anything about how humans learn.
Ausubel in 1963 said:

The methods of learning employed by animals in
mazes do not necessarily correspond to methods of
learning children use in grappling with verbal matlers
in classrooms.

Another criticism was that "laboratory’ results had tittle
relevance to "natural’ learning situations since the
simplification of behaviour necessary for laboratory
study hides the complexity of human learning to the
extent that the results become misleading. Today,
studies of human learning favour reatism over
experimental control in research methodology.

Social and intellectual factors in learning are
important. Critics have attacked programmed leaming
becauseit is a method that isolates the learner and
deprives him of the chance of learning from others. This
is a fact and must be taken into consideration when a
teacher introduces programmed learning. |solation can
be detrimental to some learnersif not used in
conjunction with other teaching approaches. Past
experience, and the effect it has upon what isto be
learned, must also be considered. Similarty the need for
creativity to be encouraged and acknowledged.

Although Skinner's simplistic description of how
learning takes place has been largety discredited.
prograramed learning survived as one useful technique
of teaching. Several myths about it seem to have
survived also. One of them is that programmed
instruction is incompatible with humanistic approaches
to teaching. Many readers may be surprised to hear that
humanist theoretician Carl Rogers in his book Freedom
to Learn writes that there is a clear place tor
programmed instruction in those instances in which the
studént encounters ‘'gaps in his knowledge. tools which
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he lacks, information which he needs to meet the
problem he js confrenting. Here the flexibility of
programmed instruction is invaluable’, While
advocating caution against using programmed
instruction as a substitute for thinking he believes ‘that it
is one of the most powerful tools which psychology has
asyet contributed to the field' {p.141), that is. when itis
used flexibly.

Impact on Teaching

Successful though programmed learning has been, the
debate surrounding the laws of learning and the
impersonal machines made school teachers wary of the
technique. Twelve years after it all began there was little
evidence that programmed materials were being used
extensively in American schools. However, theorists
were still experimenting with different methods of
sequencing materials.

In New Zealand programmed learning made some
headway in industry. a few government departments
and the armed services. There were attempls. lacgely
unsuccessful. to introduce the techniques intd schools
through the universities and teachers’ colleges. The
Department of Education was not interested, There was
loud debate over the impersonal nature of machines. the
boring sameness of programs. the inroads of a
behaviouristic philosophy which made no allowance foc
crealivily or discovery learning, and these factors helped
to turn teachers off the innovations. Although not the
only reason for teachers’ resistance. the bogy of
machines replacing teachers in classrooms was thought
of as a very real threat. ezpecially at atime of growing
unemployment. In New Zealand it seemed prudent for a
small country with limited resources to put its money
into ‘less controversial’ resources such as New Maths,
PSSC Physics. Open-plan classrooms. and the like.
Teachers were too busy to spend time grappling with a
new Method of teaching about which there were grave
doubts.

Even if there had been no controversy. the time
required IOr training teachers in the new techniques.
and the résources required to implement such

programmes were in Most cases insurmountable
hurdles. For the hardy few who managed it, there was
always a suspicious inspectorate not kindly disposed
towards innovations that handed over the learming to
the student and left the teacher doing something other
than teaching. To be a teacher you had to be seen
teaching.

Today

The concept of what programmed instruction is has
widened over the years; what started out in 1954 as a
relatively simple technique of step by step
self<instruction has become a complex systematic
approach to teaching in general. The fourinter-related
steps (1. stating objectives, 2. analysing tasks. 3.
selecting a teaching method. 4. evaluating the
effectiveness of the teaching and revising to improve)
became a flexible curriculum plan enabling teachers to
use large scale teaching methodsin a way that is now
called a systems approach to teaching. Those
acquainted with computer jargon will recognise
‘'system’ as the word used to describe the way computer
experis go about their planning. Indeed the exciting
developments in Computer Assisted Learning are an
outcome of the programmed learning movement.
Examples of the large scale learning packages which
can be designed with the help of a "systems approach’
are various: they would inctude resource and
curriculum packages designed to last aterm, oreven a
year. and containing a variety of audio-visual aids and
materials. all {0 be used with a variety of teaching
methods. Some "systems approaches’ resulted in large
sc¢ale curriculum plans. for example. the Keller Plan. the
Dalton Plan. performance contracting. the integrated
day. ‘Sesame Street’. 'Man: A Course of Study'. 1o name
just a few.

Table 1. on the back page. is a good summary of the
changing nature of programmed learning. Researchers
started off by 100king at the techniques of programmed
instruction but now concern themselves with the whole
field of educationat technology. course planning and
curriculum development.
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Table 1 The changing nature of programmed instruction
{(each cell indicates areas of research)

1961

behavioural objectives
task analysis

1968
task analysis
behavioural objectives
subject analysis

1974
systematic analyses and constraints
fevels ol objectives
lechniques of stfuctufing matefial

small steps
overt responses
reinlofcement

sell-pacing

small steps

logical Sequencing
active responding
immediate ieedback

self-pacing

task structures and
related teaching
strategies

presentation as a
communication problem

task structures and related teaching
methods. strategies and lactics

presentation as a communication
problem; problems of learning from
text. diagrams. etc.; appfopriate
instructional decisions

individual differences and methods
of learning

revision

evaluation
{i} revision
{ii} studies

evaluation : revision

evaluation ol
{i) objectives and methods
{th) techniques: relrospective and
concurrent decision making
evaluation as illumination

installation and implementation
inservice teacher training

The Contribution of Programmed Learning
to Education

education.

* machines and this changs of emphasis may prove to
have been programmed learning's greatest gift to

Howeaver, we got more than a re-emphasis on

With the blurring of the boundaries between media. it
became necessary t¢ Iook beyond the teaching

pregramme and think instead of programmed teaching.

This is where "systems’ technology took over from the
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objectives and evaluation from the experimental work of
programmed learning enthusiasts — we got an
introductory understanding of educational technology
which will help us cope with further technological

advances and the compleXity of learning; most
computer assisted instructional (CAl) programs are,
after all, just very sophisticated programmed learning
sequences. We are much wiser now about the
limitations of programmed instruction. We are wiser too
about theories of learning. We accept that programmed
learning is only one teaching method out of many and
that it works best when the teacher is part of the
programme. But we also know that the 5kills we gained
in producing programs are transferable to the whole
field of education under the heading of a systems
approach to education.

The education system of the future will look very
difterent from the present one: it will be differentin large
part because of Skinner and the programmed learning
movement.

Notes

Skinner's provocative paper, 'The Science of Learning and the
Art ol Teaching' is iound in:

Lumsdaine. A.A. and Glaser. A. (Eds.) Teaching Machines
and Programmed Learning, Washington, N.E.A., 1960.
The quotation by Stolurow is found in the same book.

The gquotation "Programmed Instruclion is esséntlaly a
revolutionary device...” is from:

Schramm. Wilkin. (Ed.) Four Case Studies of Programmed
Instruction. New York. Fund lor the Advancement of
Education. 1964.
The second quotation from Skinner is Irom the same paper as
is mentioned abova.

For criticisms of Skinner's ideas see:

Annett. J. ‘Psychological Bases ol Educational Technology”

in Budgett. A. and Leedham. J. {Eds.) Aspects of

Educational Techno/ogy Viif, London. Pitman, 1973,
Hartley, who is Quoted lor his good summaties of lechniques
and the changing nature ol programmed instfuction — see the
section Techniques. and Table 1 — can be read in:

Hartley. J. ‘Programmed Instruction 1954-1974: A Review',
in Programmed Learning and Educational Technology, Vol
XL, pp.278-91.
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[ bty Austral and New Zealand shere has beena great deal of intecest in the
elftects that external exarnations Bave on the sebects tavgint and the way they are
tau it i secondan seloei In P Queenstend ook the plunge, scrapped afina!
iteman exam and etrodieed ternal assessotent Flow has the espenment faived?

Assessing Internal
Assessment

" By Ann Lamont and Bruce McBride,
Departient of Education, Queensland

Lstil 972 entranee o tertiany institutions m Queensland and selection intomany
occupations was determined by the applicant's results in an extemal examination.
This examination, which was administered by the University of Queenslond,
dominated the linad vears af secondary education Queensland,

Adter much debate and the rejection of the Bassett” Committer's recommendations in
1969, the Radiord Committes was set up to review the system of examinations. In
(970, the gordran knot was cit by the Queensland Parliament: intemal assessment
was introdoced progressively starting at the Year 10 level i 1991 and reaching the
Yoar 12 level by 1973

In 1975, o nvajow evabiabon, ke Schools Under Radford” (95U R study was made, amd
i BES e SNADPS stadv was andertasen.




This paper describes the major aims and
findings of the MAPS Study conducted by the
authors for the Department of Education,
Queensland.

Airs
The major aims of the study were:

1o map the decisions that have been made about
assessmuent procedines;

to find out how satisfied those who actually do the
assessing are;

to compare the assessment situation in 1978 with the
situation as it was in 1974.

Semesterd at the Year 12 level was chusen and three
subject areas (English, Mathematics and Foreign
Languages) in a representative sample of 12 State
secondary schools were investigated.

Dala were collected by the researchers during
interviews with school inspectors, principals, subject
area co-ordinators and Year 12 teachers. Also, in each
schoel, group discussions between the researchers and
aclass of Year 12 students provided data about
students.

Backgronud

The third aim of the study was to compare the
situations in schools in 1974 and 1978. Data had been
collected in the *Schools Under Radiard’ {SUR) study
conducted jointly by the Department of Education and
the Board of Secondary School Studies. This study had
not investigated assessment procedures in detail but
wasconcerned with a global evaluation of the
secondary school system which operated after the
implementation of internal assessment.

The subjects investigated were chosen to represent a
wide range of characteristics, English and Maths | were
taken by large numbers of studenis. The skills
developed in these subijects differ from cach other and
are used by students in a wide range of other subjects,
Foreign Languages were chosen because each foreign
language is studied by a small group which, it is
purporied, is drawn § . a relatively elite group of
high achievers.

The final year of secondary schooling, Year 12, was
chosen because:

the results of three different measures of
achievement are given to students in Year [2
{moderate school assessments, the Tertiary
Entrance score and school reports); and

achievement measures provided to students in Year
12, whether internal or external. are likely to have
a more significant effect on students” future carver
choices than measures provided in earlicr vears.

Mode rated School Assessmient

Foreach of the four semesters in years 11 and 12, the
last two years of secondary school, students are given a
rating on a seven point scale for each subject studied.
An elaborate system of moderation has bueen set up by
the Board of Secondary School Studies to ensure that
ratings given by different schools are of equal worth.,
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The moderation systum involves meelings of the
teachers involved in vach subject. This system is
deseribed in detail in information kits distributed by
the Board.

The Tertiary Cotrance Score (TE Score)

The TE Score is based on the Special Subjeet
Assessment {(S5A) and the Australian Scholastic
Aptitude Test {ASAT). An 55A is an achievement
measure given by the school to each student in Year 12
for vach subject studied in eithve Year 1] or Year 12,
The calculation of the TE Score is described in detail by
McGaw, Warry and McBrvde (1976). The main steps
are:

1. The 55As for each subject are scaled to the mean for
the students taking that subject in their school. This
compensates for the differences in ability levels of
students taking different subjects.

The aggregate of the scaled scores for the highest 20
semester units is calculated,

The aggregate scores for students in each schoul are
rescaled to the ASAT mean for the schoul. This
adjusts for different ability lovels between schools.
The rescaled aggregate scores of all schools are used
te rank all students in Quueensland in order of merit.
TE Scores are then assigned to students in
actordance with their pasition in the order of merit
list.

School Reports

The type of infermation appearing on school reparts

and the frequency with which they are issued is

determined by vach individual school,

Results

Stupmative Assessutent

(Assessments made during or at the end of a course nf
study which contribute to the Inal grade oe rating. )

Information was obtained about the structure of the
summative assessment programme. Changes desired
were noted. The decision-making processes weee also
investigated. The major topics studied were:

weighting on various assesanuwnt eleinents;
weighting on modes of assessment used; weighting
on types of item used; use of common tests {within
and between schoois).
Weighting
The weighting given to various assessnuent elenwnts,
mrdes of assessment and types of iteim varied
considerably between subjects and botween schoaols.
However, teachers werg largely responsilile for the
choice of what was used, and consequently weee
generatly satisfied.
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In Maths I, ratings wuere lased almost entirely on
formal tests under examination condilions, whereas in
English and foreign langaages the ratings were hased
on atarge number of assessments of a widely varying
nature,

Lise of Coismon Tests

Within all schools, commun Maths | bests wure used
where tbwo or more classes were sludying the same
tmil. Many mathematics teachers indicated that
commun tests between schools would he desimbde so
that schools' results could be compared.

Common assessment for all Year 12 English classes
within a school was not universal and the amount of
common lesting varied markedly between schuools,
Most schouls, however, used ihore than 70%, commun
assessment between classes. Almuost ali English
teachers indicated that they did not want common
testing between schools.

No school in the sample had more than one class
studying the same foreign language at Year 12 level.
Some foreign language teachers sugguested commuon
tests between schools for parts of the course, such as
grammuar and comprehension.

There was a sharp contrast between the Maths |
teachers, many of whom wanted a return to an externa)
senior examinatien and the English and joreign
lnguage teachers, none of whom wanted a returm to
full external examinations.

Ouverpiciv of Summtioe Assessient

tn genetal, teachers were satisfivd with the present

end -of-the-course (summative) assessment prograin for
their Year 12 classes. Those who did desire change
indicated that they wanted & small change in emphasis
rather than a change in its stricture. [n English there
was some support fur an increased emphasis onoral
work and other communivation skills with a decreased
emphasis on literatnre.

Most decisions conceming the steucture of the
summative assessmient program waere made by the
teacher in charge of the subject, vsually in cont ultation
wilh the other teachers. In all cases, the principal could
over-tule these decisions, but it appeared that this
power was seldom exercised.

Forntative Assesstneut

{Assesaments made while a course is in progress b
shuw gaps in knowledge.)
Two of the aspects of formative assessment probed in
the study were:
the use of summative assessment for formative
purposes, e.g., middle of term txams used to
diagnose what a pupil needs to learn;
the balance betwoeen summative and formative
assessment.

Aruntoxt provided by Eric
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The Use af Stonmiitioe Assessment for Formatioe Parposes
The major purpose of the summative assessment
pregram is to provide ncasures of achievernunt at the
end of the pupil’s school life, but it van also provide
some feedback on stucdent performance. Three aspects
were investigated; delays, students’ attitudes to marks,
and the making of corrections on marked scripts,

Teachers and students geperally agreed that the delay
befure getting Maths Land foreign language papers
back was satisfactury. Delays in English were longer
and considered unsatisfactory by students in about half
the schools. In contrast, almost all English teachers
thought the delay was not too long,

Most students indicated that they were more
interested in where and why they lost marks than in
their overall scores, However, teachers folt thai
students were more interested in the scores!

In some cases, students were allowed to make
corrections on their papers while in other cases the
ppers were kept “clean’ for moderation meetings.
Neither teachers nor students appeared to be
concemued with this issue.

The Bahince Betieven Sunmtatite and Formsplive Assesnent
The majurity of inspectors, principals and teachers
indicated that they were satisfied with the present
frequency of summative assessments. While students
were reasonably satistiod with the summative
assessment load in these three subjects, some informal
commenls by students indicated that those students
doing mainly humanities subjects had a heavy work
Joad. (Data relating to these subjects was not sought in
this study.)

Sperid School Assessments (884

[t appears that very few teachers have much knowledpge
of, or interest in, the procedures used for these
calculations in their school. Usually major
responsibility for the calculation is given to one or two
peesons {generaily, the principal, deputy principals,
head of the mathematics department or @ mathematics
teacher) with a small degree of participation required
from the other subject heads. While princi pals reposted
that input from *other teachers’ ovcurred frequently,
thuse teachers felt that an input from them was seldom
suught.

school Reports

The contents of the end of semaester report varied
markedly among schools. All schools provided ot least
one achievement measure. and all except one schuol
proavided at east one affective measure.

Comparisons between 1974 and 1978
tlses of Formpthive Assessnnend

Data collected in [974 in the *Schuols Under Radford”
study indicated that most leachers held very strong,
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views about the emphasis on summative assessment,
They felt it prevented them from devoting any time to
formative assessment. This contrasts sharply with the
present study which indicates that, in 1978, formative
assessment was frequently used, and that aver-testing
is no longer a serious problem in the subjects
investigated.

Flexibitity jir Assessmeit Programs

The results of the 'Schools Under Radlord’ study
suggested that teachers th 1974 were not taking
advantage of the flexibility in assessment procedures
afforded by the implementation of the Radford Report
in 1971. By contrast, in 1978 some teachers particularly
those of English and foreign languages appear to have
capitalised on the flexibility available through intermnal
assessment for modes of assessment and types of item.
However. moderation meetings still base their
judgements mainly on written work. This emphasis on
written work still appears to be constraining teachers to
limit their use of oral assessment techniques.

Mechanics of Hre Moderation Systew

In 1978, respondents were generally satisfied with the
procedural aspects of the moderation system whereas
this was not generally true in 1974,

Principals interviewed appear accutely aware of the
problems of over-testing and many are taking steps to
ensure that over-testing does not occur.

When asked if they would like to change the
emphasis on summative and formative assessment,
many teachers indicated a preference for a small shift
from summative to formative, but generally they did
not see the summative assessment program as
dominating their teaching. Most teachers in the
subjects studied indicated that they were able to
integrate formative assessment into their teaching
programs. Half of the principals and most of the
inspecters wanted to increase the amount of formative
assessment.

Validation Procedures

Most principals and teachers indicated that they were
satisfied with the quality of the assessment instruments
in their school or subject. However, on being
questioned further. most of these indicated that their
view was based purely on their own perceptions rather
than on any specific validation procedure. |n contrast to
the satisfaction in schools, only one of the six
inspectors interviewed was satisfied with the quality of
tests used in schools.

Achievement and other Exit Measures

Data was collected on the following aspects of
measuring and reporting student achievement:

modcrated school assessnients; special school
assessments; and school reports.

Muderated School Assesstenls

About bwo-thirds of the respondents were dissatisfied
wilh the moderation system. Many English teachers
wanted an altiemative which decreased the emphasis
placed on moderation, giving schools more
responsibility for maintaining standards. However,
many mathematics and foreign language teachers
desired some form of external assessment.

A considerable numberof respondents have doubts
abowut whether schools can be compared accurately and
marks adjusted accurately. Many teachers felt that once
ratings had been given in Semester 1, it was very
difficult to adjust the distnbution upward in
subsequent semesters if some students showed 2
marked improvement in (heir achievement.

Conclusions
The major findings are:

Teachers are generally satisfied that mechanical aspects
of assessment and moderation are functioning fairly
smoothly.

There is substantial concem that comparability
between schools is not being achieved — that the
system of moderation is not ensuring that results are
fairly scaled to reflect the standards in different schools.

Schools are utilising the flexibility available to them in
their choice of modes of assessment.

Respondents generally felt that summative assessment
did not dominate their assessment program and that
they were generally able to integrate formative
assessment into their teaching program.

Only half of the schools used standardisation
effectively when combining semesterscores during the
assigning of Special School Assessments which are sent
to the Board for input into the Tertiary Entrance (TE)
Score calculations.

Between 1974 and 1978 there have been considerable
improvements in: the use of formative assessment; the
use of appropriate modes of assessment; and the
mechanics of the moderation systemn.

Overall, there is greater satisfaction with the system at
present than there was in the years immediately
following the implementation of intermal assessment.

Further information conceming the studies may be
obtained from the authors of- Research Branch,
Department of Education, Queensland, I.O. Box 33,
North Quay. 4001.
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Individual Differences

Standard 3, Newtown, 1935

After Play: 11.05 Everyone doing the 7 times table

11.10 Everyone doing the 8 times table
11.15 Everyone doing the same 20 mental

11.20 Everyone doing the sums on page 45,
pens down and fold your arms when
you have finished.

It was too slow for haif the class.
It was too fast for half the class.
It was just right for nobody, well, maybe, for one or two.

It was the class trap. We put the children in classes: but
only one or two of them fitted.

We still put children in classes. But we now believe that
every child has a right to be taught the things that fit his or
her needs, and taught them at the pace and in the manner
that fits his or her abilities. These are new responsibilities. .
The techniques to put them into practice are still being
worked out. In this item we look at two very different
techniques: Student Team Learning. and Self Paced

. Instruction. -




Q

ERIC

PAFulToxt Provided by ERIC

Student Team Learning

By Paul Power, Melbourne State College

‘I can’t go on vacation now. My team needs me.’ That's
what 9-year-old Lisa at Old Forge School, Maryland. said
when her parents suggesled atrip to Mexico. And the
team she was referring to was her learning team of five
classmatesin her Year 4 {Std 3) class.

Lisa's class is trying out Student Team Learning in
three variations, each creating the same kind of peer
support, excitement, effort, and camaraderie normally
associated with team games. The variations are called
TGT, STAD, and JIGSAW. The experiment is under Ihe
Centre for Social Organisalion of Schools, John
Hopkins University, Baltimore, They have spent eight
years developing their own techniques and adapting the
Jigsaw technique of Elliot Aronson of the University of
California, Santa Cruz.

Lisa’s class is one of many in the evaluation, which
has included thousands of students. Student Team
Learning techniques have equalled and in many cases
surpassed traditionally structured classes in promoting
learning, particularly in basic skills. In addition they have
been shown to have positive effects on race-relations in
schools — that was a major reason for the development
of Jigsaw — and on students’ concern for each other,
and on self-esteem.

Further, Ihe techniques are easy and inexpensive.

TGT (Teams-Games-Tournaments)

Like the other two techniques, TGT is designed around
the learning team which is composed of 4 or 5 boys and
girls of ditferent levels of ability and social backgrounds,
The teacher assigns the children to teams. each team
choosing a name, Teams stay together for al least 6
weeksto build cohesiveness and leam spirit,

After the teacher has presented a lesson, worksheets
are handed tc each team. The team members then study
together trying to make sure that each member knows
the material. The teacher is free to co-ordinate, assist
individual pupils who are having difficulties, supervise
the teams and 50 on. She acts like a head-coach but all
the ptayers help their teammates polish their 'game’.

At the end of the week, or the end of a learning unit,
the teams clash in atournament covering the work they
have been boning up all week, The games use simple
objective-answer questions taken usualtly from reading
and language programmes, 1, Grass goes with ground
asbark goes with {a) dog. (b) tree, (c) wolf; 2. Sleepy
goes with lired as confused goes wilh (a) mad, (b) afraid,
(c) bewildered; 3. Closed tightly = (2) clipped., (b}
clenched, {c) cleaned: 4, The farm belongs to —
tamily. (a) their, (b) there, (¢) Ihey're. The tournaments
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are well organised with each child competing against
others of similar ability from the other teams — winning
isequally valuable so low ability students have just as
much chance of contributing to their team’s success.
There are no individual losers since only the leam
scores count. The winning team is announced in 1he
weekly class newsletter. Questions come in random
order, challenging is allowed with penalties if the
challenger is wrong.

Consislently high scorers in the tournament are
‘bumped’ to meet opponenls of higher ability next week.
Low scorers are moved 1o meet Iheir peers. Aggressive
children lake to the system better than others but the
system encourages co-operation and interaction across
ability levels and across racial and sex lines.

STAD

Student Teams Achievement Divisions uses the same
team structure as TGT but instead of the tournament the
students take quizzes and short tests individually. If you
score as well as usual you get a maximum score for your
team, and there are bonus points for those who do
better than usual. STAD takes less time and is easier to
organise than TGT.

JIGSAW

Each team is given the same four or five pieces of work
— usually biographies, short stories. book chapters, and
so on and each team member becomes an ‘expert’ on
one piece. Members of different teams who have the
same topic meet in ‘counterpoint’ groups, for about
one-third of the time avaitable, to work over the mate riaf.
Then they return to their original groupsand pass on
their information to the other members. There is no
system of inler-team competition for marksin JGSAW.
Groups should be heterogenous — as mixed as possible
— with besl friends and worst enemies in separate
groups.

There is mixing of abilities, sexes, and ethnic¢ origins,
and a great deal of practice in reading for meaning,
verbalisation, listening, and explaining skills. Enjoyment
of school, co-operation, self-esteem, concern for others
and the number of black-white friendships (compared to
control classes using ordinary teaching methods) grew
substanlially.

TGTand STAD are most appropriate for leaching
basic matenrial: JIGSAW is more appropriale for subjects
such as literature, history, social studies, and the
concept-learning aspects of science. Low-cost materials
are available which provide sulfficient detail for teachers
to use the techniques with Iheir own curriculum material
(US$3.00). Specific curriculum material has been
prepared for language arts, mathematics, reading,
social studies, and nutrition foryears 3 1o 8. These too
are inexpensive (LJS5$8.00 per set) but are geared to
American schools. Although not directly adaptable in
Australia and New Zealand they may provide useful
guides to teachers who want to develop their Own
material for use with the basic techniques, whichdo
offer much promise.
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Letting students work on their
own: an experiment in 4th Form
Science

By John Longbottom, Aranui High
School

In 19781 was faced with a particularly "deactivated” Sth
Form science class. TO catch even half the pupils’
attention was difficult, to hold it was impossible. Several
pupils would do no work at all unless someone stood
directly behind them. In a desperate attempt to gain
more time o circulate and prod along the more
reluctant class members | transcribed five lessons,
including instructions for expenments, explanations
and notes to be copied, onto worksheets. Then. making
maximum use of the Hawthorne etfect, | told the class it
was the subject of an important experiment and
presented the sheets to the pupils as a new way of
working. The responses ranged from neutral through to
very encouraging, with one pair of pupils who had done
virtually no work all year suddenly seeking me out to ask
questions on the text and experiments.

Later | had the opportunity to try out such an
approach under more controlled conditions, and
attempted to isolate and measure the effect of allowing
students tO pace themselves through lessons.

The Programme

In a study, undertaken as Research Affiliate at the
University of Canterbury, | prepared worksheets fora
five-week block of individualised work in science and
tested them under controlled conditions. The results
indicate that pupils tend to work harder when left to
themselves and their achievement at least matches that
of pupils taught by a teacher.

About fifty objectives were developed for Section 4
(Force and Mass) and Section 22 (Forcesin Action) of
the New Zealand Form I-V Science syllabus. Based on
these objectives, tests and worksheels were written
covering a five-week block of work (20 x 1 hr periods).
The worksheets were not difficult to write as they
contained nothing different in content or approach to
that of a normal lesson.

Four middle-ability 4th Form classes worked through
the firsttwo-week block and then sat a post-test. Two of
the classes {controls) then reverted to 'normal teaching’
while two experimental classes continued with the same
material in worksheet form. A second post-test was held
at the end of five weeks and the resulis of experimental
and control classes were compared {(with the results of
the first post-test being used to adjust for any initial
difference between the classes).

A questionnaire was used to gauge various aspects of
pupil attitude towards the method.

The Resuits

Pupils achieved equally well whether they worked under
self-paced or teacher-paced conditions. The ’
questionnaire clearly indicated that pupils put in more
work under the self-paced conditions, even when they
had a negative attitude towards this method of werking.

Commentary

Using the workshe2ts under more normal conditions
after the expenment was over, and where there had
been free interaction between pupils, teachers and
worksheets, | have encountered a generally positive
atlitude, with most pupils expressing the desire to use
the same method for at least a proportion of their
science course. NO one method will ever suit everyone
and some pupils will dislike working on their own
because they miss the secunty of a teacher telling them
what to do or because they have difficulty getting
themselves organised. However. itis hoped that. if made
to work in this mode for at least some of the time, these
pupils will become a bit more self reliant and a bit more
organised.

Teachers commented on the improved work habits
and attitudes of classes working on the matenal and
particularly on the smooth and rapid start (o the lesson
as pupils came in, collect the material and begin
working. There is an obvious advantage in the method
for dealing with pupils who are absent for a time.

I had expected that the pupils working through
matenal by themselves would be much slower than
those in classes paced by the teacher. The surprising
find was that the teachers reported that it was in their
‘ordinary’ classes that they had difficulty in covering the
work in the scheduled time. This could be due to
improved work habits by those using the individualised
matenal — there is increased efficiency when a pupil
spends time only on those parts he has difficulty with.

Although the method obviously enables teachers to
spend more time with small groups and getting to know
individuals. an additional comment made by one
teacher was that it was the firsttime he had been able to
stand back and watch the class as a whole working and
interacting.

Teachers enjoyed the feeling of being organised
ahead of time and also a non-specialist commented that
using the programme enabled her to teach fully and
enjoy a topic that she normally skipped through quickly.

The material used in this study contained no unusual
material or equipment; it is ‘ordinary” and as such could
be produced for any science topic by any school.

However, teachers may hesitate to embark on the
preparation of such materials because of the time
required. There are long-term savings once the material
has teen produced. and the 1oad can be reduced by
sharing it amongst the members of a science
department and teachers can produce material for
topics in which they have paricular slrengths.

There is also the problem that the sehoot has to find
the cost of providing printed material. We provided each
child with about 10 sides of A4 per week (excluding
tests) and it seems unlikely that this could be reduced
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significantly. One possibility is 1o exiract all those
sections on which pupils write and produce this on
separate sheets. However, this would provide added
complications to the instructions and those sheets
which were collected back may well have a very limited
life apyway, With the cost of text books rising rapidly
many schools have had to move from pupil-texts to
class-sets which can be circulated around several
ctasses. the use ol printed maleriai fits nicely into such a
scherme and some 5aving on text book expenditure may
be made.

A complaint about using prepared material isthat it
prescribes the teaching programme and leaves no room
for teacher innovation, but this can be avoided by using
the prepared materials for certain topics only or for the
core work in each topic. Providing there is no attempltto
build a completely integrated science programme of
prepared materials, teachers should have plenty of
scope for using their own initiative and ideas and pupils
will not become bored by a single method of working.

The Worksheets

The worksheets were designed to follow the course of a
lesson and conlaii:

1. blocks of information;
2. questions that either:
{a) asked pupils lo speculate before reading the
next block of information,
or
{b) led pupils to a conclusion via a set of cye
questions;
instructions for performing experiments;
summaries of theory ar experiments that were
10 be copied by pupils into their books.

There are a number of problems in producing
worksheets:

1. Language difficulty; a conscious effort has to
be made to keep simple the general language
{as distinct from any necessary technical
language).

Feedback On progress: a major criticism was
that pupils had little information on how they
were progressing until the actlual tests. A
number of built-in, self-administered tests is
probably required. '
Form of the worksheet: there seemedto be a
general tendency fOr the less able to enjoy
copying out material from the worksheets into
their books whereas the more abte found this
rather frustrating and would have preferred a
fill-in-the-blanks style of sheet which would let
them work faster.

Underthe experimental conditions, pupiis were
asked 10 restrict their co-operation with neighbours to
\a) the gathering of dala in experiments where more
than nne person was required. and 1o {b) asking small
points of clarification of the textual material. These
restrictions over five weeks ted to a boredom effect:

four times as many pupils in the experimental classes
expressed a negative altitude towards the self-paced
style of teaching. Teachers were similarly asked to
restrict their activily to making equipment available,
answering small points of clarification and. only when
a pupil was obviously wasting a large proportion of
his time or distracting others, act to control a pupil’s
activity. Teachers also expressed some frustration at
being restricled.

The control classes worked through the same
malerial under teacher direction with textual material
and instructions being read and displayed on an OHP
or at times writlen on the blackboard. Teachers were
asked o restrict themselves to the textual material
provided and not to encourage questions thal mighi
lead to them giving large-scale interpretations or
explanations.

Teachers with control classes reported frustration
with these conditions so regularly that the extent to
which they managed to mainiain the conditions for
the whole lime must be questioned. Itis very probable
that at least on some oceasions they provided
explanations and materials in addition 10 those on the
sheet — one is Only human, a child’s genuine request
for information and help is hard to refuse.

Notes;

Two good articles about Student Team Learning are by
Judge. Jean. in American Education of December 1978
and

Pearson, Craig. in Learning of March 1979.

Information on STL {including an overview film strip and
cassetie tape at YS$$15.00) is available trom Dr Robert
Slavin. Student Team Learning Project, Centre for
Social Organisation of Schools. The John Hopkins
University. 3505 N. Charles Street, Baltimore, Maryland,
UsA 21218.

Jigsaw is described in several articles, lor example, by
Aronson, E., in Psychology Today, Vol. 8, No. 9, 1975,
Further information onthe technique is available from
Dr E. Aronson, University of California. Kresge College.
Santa Cruz, California, USA 95064, particularly in
Bender, R.D., Lewis, K.E., Schwartz, J.C. Tatks to Jigsaw
Teachers: A leacher's guide to the implementation of
the jigsaw co-operative learping method. 1976.

Paul Power, PhD, i5 a lecturer in the Depariment of
Educational Psychology. Melbourne State College. 757
Swanston Street. Carlton. Victoria, Austratia 3053.

John Longbottom is Head of Science, Aranui High
School, Shortland Street, Christchurch 6, Mew Zealand.
He is abie to supply examptes of the science worksheels
he has described.
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The Class Size Issue Rides
Again

Starring Gene Glass and Mary Lee
Smith, with a cast of thousands — the
researchers and the researched.

Our Story Opens to Reveal that:

Teachers are almost universally agreed that large classes
““are exhausting. a cause of frustration, and a reason for
failure in basic subjects”. Their views about what
constitutes a ’large” class have changed considerably in
recent years, however, The same author quotes figures
for England to show that the optimum size of class that
teachers thought most desirable was regularly about 3
to 5 pupils less than the current average! Parents tend to
support the teachers’ views about the desirability of
small classes and frequently send their children to
private schools for just this reason. Both teachers and
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parents argue that with smaller classes there is less
strain on the teacher, and he can give more attention to
individual pupils. and so improve achievement levels.
Unfortunately, tae research shows that the situation is
not nearly as simple as this.

The Plot Thickens: A Brief Review of Some
Research Studies

The first experirmental investigation was carried out by
the American, .M. Rice, in 1902. He studied the
arithmetic achievement of 6,00 children in grades 4-8
in relation tosize of class, amount of instruction time,
and several other factors. and found that class size had
no bearing on the results, He repeated the experiment
with a test of language in the following year, with the
same outcome, Rice concluded that there was no
relation between size of class and the results, that some
of the best work was done in the Jargest classes, and
some of the poorest in the smallest classes.

Countless sirnilar investigations have been
conducted since Rice's day. but many have been poorly
designed and executed. Writing in 1954, Blake
reviewed 267 published studies on the subject, and
found only 22 that met the criteria of “scientific
adequacy”. Eleven of these had been evaluated for
achievement test scores, and of these, 5 favoured small
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classes, 3 favoured large classes, and 3 showed no
differences. The other 11 studies were evaluated by an
analysis of desirable class activities and teacher
practices, and all found small classes superior in these
respects.

Several large-s¢ale surveys in the U.K. have not
resolved the issue. The Scottish Mental Survey of 70.000
eleven-year-olds (Maxwell, 1958} found no differences
in test scores in relation to pupil'teacher ratio. A
longitudinal study of a national sample of 5,000 U.K.
childten found that children in smaller classes
performed slightly better. but nearly all these children
were in private schools, so the results were not
conclusive. Morris studied the reading progress of
English children aged 7-11 years in 51 schools, and
found that“’schools with an unfavourable pupiltteacher
ratio retumed higher scores on the whole than those
with smaller classes!” She added that the large classes
usually had other favourable circumstances, however.
Peaker in 1967 found the same pattern in his national
survey for the Plowden Report, and made the same
qualifying comments.

More recently the problem has been tackled
internationally by the surveys of the Intemational
Association for the Evaluation of Educational
Achievement (IEA). In the mathematics survey,
students in countries with larger classes scored higher
at the 13-year-old level, but the reverse was true at the
17-18 year level. It was suggested in explanation that, at
the lower level, backward classes were reduced in
size o assist theit progress. and good teachers were
given larger classes because they were able to cope with
thern. At the higher level, there would seem to be a
tendency for the more advanced students to have
smaller classes.

The {EA surveys in reading, science and literature,
published in 1973, showed some relationships between
class size and achievernent but these were reduced to
zeto once the effects of home background and type of
school/programme were taken into account. It is clear,
then, that the problern of class size and achievement is
far rmore cornplex than appears at first sight. Many other
factors must be taken into account, and only sound
experimental research will allow these to be fuily tested.

The vast majority of research studies have used
achievernent of pupils on tests as the main criterion. An
American study by Olson in 1971, however, looked at
other “indicators of quality”, Teachers in 18,500
primary and secondary classtooms were rated on four
criteria of quality: individualization, interpersonal
regard, group activity, and creativity. On these factors,
smaller classes did produce significantly better results,
and the relationship was consistent with classes
ranging from 5 to 50 pupils.

However, as no measure of pupil achievermnent was
used, no conclusion can be drawn about the importance
of these 4 factors in promoting better learning amongst
pupils.

. . . And Thickens: Factors Which Intervene
in the Relationship Between Class Size and
Pupil Performance

Several factors are believed to complicate the research
studies and explain why children in small classes do not
show up to better advantage. Some argue that when
classes are homogeneous in ability they can be taught
more efficiently in large groups. although there is no
actual research which supports this view,

Again, small classes are more commonly found in
rural areas and in older urban districts with bad social
conditions. The children in such classes are less likely to
perform as well as those from urban middle-class
schools which frequently have large classes. Of course
the opposite would be true of the small classes found in
elite private schools. Slow learning sty dents placed in
small classes would also complicate the research
picture.

Size of class also varies according to level of
education. Smaller teacher’pupil ratios are found in the
upper secondary school and universities, although the
research has rarely supported this trend. Justification is
found rather in the need for more space and more
specialised facilities for the older, more advanced
stidents.

Another comnplicating factor is the use of ancillary
assistance in the classroom. English studies have
shown that only about 43 per cent of the teacher’s tirme
is spent on lesson instruction. Therefore, if teacher aids
were used, the teacher’s efficiency would be increased,
and the class size maintained at a higher level without
loss of pupil achievement.

More important still is the behaviour and method of
the teacher. Most would agtee that different rnethods of
teaching are best suited to different sized groups, and
the more modern methods which focus on the way
pupils leamn rather than on the way teachers teach
necessatily require smaller classes. Thus the lecture
method can be used with equal efficiency for 200
students ot for 18, but when used with large groups
there can be little individual interaction between
teacher and student. Even at primary and secondary
levels, large groups of 100 or more are quite satisfactory
where pupils are watching films or listening to
illustrated talks. As soon as pupil participation is
required. however, srnaller classes becorne necessary.
and with methods demanding close and continual
interaction between individual pupils and their
teacher, the smaller must the classes become to remain
etficient. Asone teacher put it, it is impossible to take
an oral approach to French with classes of 40 pupils.

However, there is research in both England and
America which shows that teachers do not
autornatically change from traditional lecture
procedures when their class sizes are reduced. This fact
would help explain why smaller dasses do not show
better in research studies. Improvement in pupil
achievement will only follow from a reduction of class
size if the teachers change their methods to take
advantage of smaller groups, and if these changes are
accompanied by genuine changes in the attitudes and
beliefs of the teachers concerned.

Thus, the main reasons why smaller classes have not
shown better achievemnent in research to date are:

(i) The continued use of traditional teaching methods
in smmall classes.

(ii) The placing of low ability students in small classes,
and vice versa.

(tii) The failure to take socio-economic and urbanfrural
background into account.

{iv) The concentration of research workers on a narrow
range of curricular objectives.

{v) The use ofclass size rather than pupilfadult ratio,
thus ignoring the flexible use of staff for varying size
groups.
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Our Heroes Arrive and Start Unravelling the
Plot. . .

Gene Glass and Mary Lee Smith of the Laboratory of
Educational Research, University of Calorado, wrote
Meta.Analysis of Research on the Relotionship of Cless Size
and Achicpement in 1978, It reports on anew technique of
integrating the results of previous research. Their
conclusion: that average pnpil achievement increases as
class size decreases.

Their research began with afour month literature
search which turned up 300 reports, articles, theses, etc.
They found the Australian Education De partment report
of 1974 and the Ontario Ministry of Education report of
1975 particularly helpful. Only 77 of the documents could
be used. These yielded 725 comparisons of achievement
in different class sizes. The data came from studies of
900.000 pupils back to 1900. Included were studies of the
effects of tutoring in very small groups of one, two, ora
few pupils. Class size was defined as the number of
pupils being taught by a single teacher. givinga
Pupil:Teacher ratio (P/D) for a class of thirty taught by one
teacher as 30, for a supplem entary maths class of four
with ateacheras 4.

The results of the 77 studies were all expressed in
different scales. These had to be reduced 1o show what
Glass and Smith call achievement advantages. and
expressed ina common way. This score (called a “delta™)
was the mean achievement score for the smallerclass in a
study minus the mean for the larger class, the difference
being divided by the within-group standard deviation,
To illustrate. Class A has 10 pupils, Class B in thesame
study 20. The students have been given a test with 50
items. The mean for Class A is 35, the mean for B is 30,
The standard deviation for Class A and Class Bis 10. The
detta for this hypothetical case is {35-30) + 10 = 0.5.

Such calculations are easy when means and standard
deviations, ctc., are given. But many were not and Glass
worked out ways of estimating them from other data
given.

Of the 725 deltas calewlated 60 per cent were positive,
indicating that achievement was higher in smaller
classes. The average was 0.9. Further analysis revealed
two important interactions, The size of the difference
depended on the size of the classes being compared. Tt
alsuo depended on the quality of the rescarch design.
Effects were stronger in studies baving good design
characteristics. Further mathematical anatysis produced
the now famous graph.

Tmagine a typical pupil in a typical class of 41 He can
be described as being better than 50 per cent of all the
pupils of his cdass-level in acountry-wide achicvement
test. The same pupil in a class of 20 would be better than

55 per cent of this group. In a class of 15 he would be
better than 58 percent. In a class of 10 he would be betier
than 65 percent. And being taught in a group of five he
would improve his achievement to exceed that of 74 per
cent of his class peers.

Another example: the average pupil in a class of 40
might be expected to gain one year's school knowledge
in a year. In a class of 20 he could be expected to gain
approximately 1Yz year's knowledge. In aclass of five he
could be expected to gain 1.7 year's knowledge in a year.

Inthefigure, as in the examples, the curve starts to rise
most dramatically when class size isreduced to below 20
pupils. Such im provement is not of course aufomatic
and relics on the better use the teacher makes of the
opportunities smaller classes give. Instances of
substantially larger classes out-performing smaller
classes have been recorded. Glass and Smith point out
that “researchers must take account of what actually
takes place in smaller classes: the instructional
procedures used, the beliefs and capabilities of the
teachers, the demonstrated abilities and backgrounds of
the pupils. the subject matter, and the like. These
ultimately determine whether the potential for increased
learning that smaller classes create will be realised™.

Glass and Smith found further that the relationship
behween class size and achievement was slightly
stronger in secondary school than in primary school, but
not strong enough tolead to the conclusion that primary
pupils would profit less than secondary pupils if class
sizes were reduced. There also appeared to be no
difference in the results for reading. mathematics, and
language.

The overall difference in results between the well
controlled and the poorly controlled studies was
Jdramatic. The curve for the poorly designed studies was
almost flat. indicating, at best, a very smalladvantage to
smaller classes. There was no correlation between class
siz¢ and achievement in studies done before 1940.

How does one Judge the importance of the differences
shown in the figure? With such 4 small decrease in
achievement between class sizes of 30 and 10 could it be
argued that in these straightened times a return to 40
pupils perteacher would do little harm? Glass and Smith
arecontinuing with their work and are now relating class
size td classroom practive, and field studies are being
conducted to see what changes take place in classrooms
when they are reduced insize. Intwoschools four infant
classes, each with a single teacher will be observed for
half a year and then extra teachers will join the staff. the
closses will be made smaller and the classes observed for
the second half of the year. Such rescarch as this will
perhaps show why the increases are so dramatic as class
size decreases below 20. However, in themeantime, it is
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clear that increasing class size to save money will cause
pupils to learn less. The effects such moves would have
on teacher morale can be best spelled out by teachers’
unions.

Would it be economic lo increase achievement by
reducing class size dramatically — to say. below 15?
Already we reduce class sizes for some pupils, for
example. backward readers, and reading recovery
programmes report that the gains children make are
worth the expense. The employment of less expensive
paraprofessional or ancillary staff can free teachers for
professional duties (that is, for teaching, which is often
pushed aside by administrative chores). Grouping and
individualised programmes are also methods of cutting
down the instructional group size. if not the class.
Staggered hours so that children “glide” in, some
coming early for reading instruction and going early,
others arriving later for school and reading. and goin
later, would also cut down the size of the instructiona
group.

In the end. however. weighing up outcomes against
costs is a question of values. Glass shows a clear
relationship between class size and achievement. What
value does society. and therefore the school. put upon a
particular magnitude of improved achievement, and
upon those values the school can give that are not
measurable?

After the Cheering Has Died Down: Our
Heroes Methods Are Questioned

In essence Glass and Smith’s techniques boil down to
an attempt to quantify — to put into numbers — a
review of al! the available literature on the subject. The
danger of this is that it lends the results an appearance
of more accuracy and veracity than they may deserve.
There are two important and related points which need
to be made and which should influence any
interpretation of the findings.

(a) There are very few studies which contrast small
classes (i.e., 1-10) with classes alittle bigger than
themselves (i.e.. 2-16) thus the graph as drawn may
reflect the influence of a very small number of
results.

(b) A substantial proportion of the effect produced by
the analysis may result from the comparatively small
number of studies which contrast individual
instruction with larger classes. The inclusion of
these studies may give the Glass Smith graph an
unwarrantedly sharp bend and exaggerate the real
gains to be made from reducing class size where, for
us. it is most realistic. e.g.. from 30 to 25,
Nevertheless, the graph would be expected to follow
the same shape. even if the one-to-one classes were
omitted. However, the slope would be less steep at
moderate class sizes and apparent gains from
reducing class size much reduced. The slope at very
small class sizes would be, however. much steeper.

Redrawing the graph to take these considerations
into account could possibly reveal that Glass and
Smith’s results have tended to orerestimate the gains in
achievement resulting from a reduction in class size
from 30 to 20, but have underestimated the gains
resulting from individualised instruction.

To fill out {and perhaps to justify), the Glass and
Smith predictions of large gains in very small classes
many more pieces of research on the differences
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between classes with few members are needed, for
example, classes with three, four, or five members
contrasted with classes of six, seven. and up to 16
members.

Overall the Glass and Smilh finding ofincreased
performance from smaller classes holds. But the effect is
probably less than they show. Alas, the fate of our
heroes is, in the meantime, to have their importance.
like their graph, lowered.

Credits:
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“Class Size s a Factor of Pupil Performance: A Policy
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The secand par, Our Heroes Amide |, is a summary of
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Small is Beaufiful: Some
Effects of School Size on the
Behaviour of Pupils

By Jack Campbell,
Professor of Education,
University of Queensland.

Introduction

IS the issue worth investigating ? After all. numerous
studies have shown that the home environment is a
major influence on behaviour, and, within the school,
more promising variables for study are teacher-pupil
relationships, the curriculum, and specific teaching
strategies. | concede at the outset that thesize of a
school which a ¢hild attends is unlikely to be a major
influence on his behaviour, but it could be a very
pervasive one — millions of children in Australia and
New Zealand attend s¢hools, and even a minor
influence would, in total, be very substantial. Moreover, -
however minor its effects might be, school size, unlike
certain aspects of home hackground, for exampie,
could be controlled if need be.

The question of whether or not the issue can be
investigated convincingly is more difficult to answer.
Although many of our everyday actions are based on the
assumption that our physical situation ¢can affect us
psychologically, itis notoriously difficult to present a
convincing demonstration of this relationship. However,
twant 1o try to proceed as far as possible in identifying
effects which flow almost ingvitably from school size
and are not influenced to any great extent by other
school factors or even the personalities of teachers or
pugils. Sooner or later, of course, | will have to leave the
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shelter of allegedly inevitable relationships, and enter
the stormy water of probabilities.

Characteristics of Large and Smalil Schools

The one absolutely Sure thing is that, in comparison with
large schools, small schools have fewer pupils! Both
large and small s¢hools ¢can be further characterized by
what they offer their pupils, lor éxample. regular
classroom lessons, special-occasion events {(such as a
visit to Parliament House), and extracurricular activities.
In the jargon, these offerings are called 'behaviour
settings'. Study after study has shown that although the
bigger schools tend to have a bigger list of behaviour
settings, the difference in number is often small, and the
difference in variety is frequently nil. The smaller
schools tend to olfer the same kinds of things asdo the
bigger ones, but there might not be as many instances
within €ach variety. Thus in a recent study which some
of my colleagues and | have just completed, large
schools with enroiments above 700 offered theis Year 7
pupils an average of 60 behaviour settings (there were 6
varieties) whereas small schools with enrolments befow
400 offered theis Year 7 pupils an average of 50
behaviour settings within the same number of varieties
(6). On the one hand, teachers in the small schools
appear {0 make special efforts 10 ensure that their pupils
are not disadvantaged in comparison with their
large-school counterparts, and. on the other, large
s¢hools appear to be unable to in¢rease offerings inline
with increasing enrolments.

Some ‘First-Order’' Consequences

The first ‘almost inevitable’ consequence is that pupils
in small schools participate in more activities, a greater
number of key positions. and awider range of activities
than pupils in large schools. There is nothing
mysterious, or even psychological, about this; it is little
more than a matter of arithmetic. With fewer pupils
available to “‘man’ the behaviour setlings. it follows that

greater involvement will be required from those who are
there. In a very small s¢hool, every pupil might be called
upon to play a key role in every activity, whereas in a

very large school many pupils are likely to be redundant.

A second tirst-order consequence is that pupils in
small schools will experience greater ¢challenge and
grealer support than pupils in Jarge 5¢hools. Each
behavioursettingcontains a system of controls
designed to maintain it intact and functioning at a stable
or near-stable level. Thus when pupils are in abundance,
the less competent are likely to be relegated to onlooker
roles, but, when pupils are in short supply, Some are
likely to be involved above their levels of competence. In
order to ensure that the setting functions adequately,
these latter will be given supportive Juidance.

The picture that has been built up, then, is of pugils in
small schools participating at higher levels in a greater
number and variety of settings whose psychological
climates are more challenging and supportive, Every
study of school size, irrespective of teachers, pugils. or
other variables, shows this to be so and the reason is
that these first-order consequences are based on how
behaviour settings function under conditions of
‘aver-manning', ‘optimal-manning’, and
‘under-manning’. [n a sense, they are processes rather
than outcomes.

Some people may be impressed by these first-order
differences in behaviour, but others are inclined o say
'0.K.. but 0 what? Do these differencesin behaviour
within schools of different sizes persist and/or influence
other more significant behaviour?’

Persistence of First-Order Behaviour

Two of our recent studies suggest that there is at least
some persistence of behaviour generated by large and
small 5¢hools. In the first study we looked at one small
school which had been established. a year before the
data were gathered, by drawing pupils from a very large
school (1600 +). When we presented the computer with
alf the data in the study and asked it to ¢luster the
schools according to the behaviour profiles of their
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pupils, it made an almosl perfacl separation of
small-school and large-school groups — bul placed Ihis
newly-established small school with the large schools,
Obviously the pupils from this paricular small school
were still, after one year. displaying Ihe first-order
behaviours which are typical of large-school pupils.

In the second study allention was focused on lhe
bahaviour of pupils who had altended small. rural
schools for the first ten years of their schooling, bul had
Ihen had 10 move to large secondary schools for Years
11 and 12, Typically, a small group of around len
studenls from a ‘decapitated’ school had joined about
one hundred and lifty others who had baen together for
al least three years. In these circumstances, one might
nol expect the ten commulers 10 make a major splash in
Ihe social and exlracurricular pools of their new school,
bul we are finding that they do. By very much more than
chance would suggest, the Year 12 prefects and
captains are being drawn from the groups of pupils who
had spent their first ten vears in small schools
etsewhere. Before coming to thair new large schools,
they had, of course, been the mosl senior pupils in their
small schools, and, almost inevilably, had occupied

positions of leadership.

Influence of First-Order Behaviour on Other
Behaviour

If one assumes thal processes of development are
basically similar for most people, and that experiences
impinge similarly upon most, it is possible to make some
predictions from the first-order behaviours to
second-order ones which are ‘probabilistic’. An
importanl prediction is that:

pupils who participate at higher levels in a greater
number and variety of settings whose psychological
climates are more challenging and supportive (in
other words, small-school pupils) will develop:

1. a stronger sense of cohesion, 2 a more lavourable
attitude towards school, 3. a greater concern for
persons.

33
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Working with Year 7 pupils who had spenl al leasl five
years in their small or large primary schools, we have
confirmed these predictions. Afler account has been
taken of all other factors. il appears Ihal belween 10 and
20 per cenl of 1he varianice in scores on those three
outcomes is explain.u by Ihe firsl-order consequences
of school size. Perhaps it was these second-ordes
effects {stronger sense of cohesion, a more favourable
altitude towards school, and a greater concern for
persons) which led lo the ex-small-school pupils quickly
moving inlo positions of peer and school leadership
within Ihe large schools 10 which they moved after Year
10

How Significant are the Findings?

Qur findings are Ihat:

1. in comparison wilh large-school pupils. small-school
ones participale at higher levels in a greater number
and variety of settings whose psychological climates
are more challenging and supportive;

2 this orientation towards involvement persists, at lzast
for a short time. when pupils enter contrasting
settings;

3. Ihe first-order effects appear to generate
second-order ones pertaining to sense of cohesion,
attitude towards school, and concern or persons.

| suspect that the significance ascribed to these
findings will depend largely upon the educational values
which one holds. Industrially-oriented readers will note
that | have presented no evidence to hinl that school
size effect work-force skills. Nor have | presented any
about different knowledge in the basic subjecls of
reading. spelling. writing, and arithmetic. These readers
are likely to conclude trom this that the economies of
scale. which bigger schools are said to have, might as
well be enjoyed. Similarly, academically-onented
readers are ltkely to dismiss the findings as insignificant
because they say nothing about either the processes or
products of thinking. | respect the value stances of these
two groups of readers. and agree thal the educational

oulcomes which they hold dear are imporiant. Qur
young school leavers should be able 1o earn a living and
contribule 10 Ihe economic growth of our countries.
These are. of course, important assels both tor the
individual and for society, Young people should, too
(particularly as we begin to move inlo a post-industrial
era), possess Ihe intelleclual skills needed to gather,
slore, and relriave information. These are all necessary
attribules. But they are nol suflicient for living in this
modern world. In addition, our young people need the
motivation which witl assist Ihem to build a more
humane world and overcome Lhe Challenges of war,
poverty, pollution. ignorance, disease, and diversity of
values wilhin and between nations. | believe that this
motivation is likely to be associated with a concern for
people.

A favourabie altitude towards schoolis no less
important. As Bill Renwick has said, ‘The extentto
which each person is equipped to respond positively
and confidently to the educational challenges that will
face him as an adult will greatly depend on the altitudes
ongendered during his initial encounter with the
educalion system.’ In the interests of continuing
maolivation, which in our changing society is emerging
as a more important educational outcome than specific
items of information, we need to fosler a favourable
atlitude towards schoolamong all our pupils.

Few would wish to claim that by changing the schools
we can guaraniee the creation of a significantly more
humane world, and the fostering of continuing
motivation in the young people. Nevertheless, if. by
changing the size of schools, some improvements can
be effected in these areas withoutioss to olher
legilimate goals, change is warranted.

What should be done?

Three cOmmon-sense sclutions suggest themselves:

{a) expand resources and facilities in large schools;

(b} creale a number of semi-autonomous schools within
each of the large ones; and

(c) ensure Ihat the schools are kept small.
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The firsl of these solutions is frequently diflicult to
implement — there is a limit to how many football fields
or netball courts one can place on aschoolsite — and is
unlikely to work, anyway. Belter resources and facilities
lead to better educational experiences only when they
actually impinge upon the pupils. and atl of the research
evidence on school size suggests that higher density
generates [ower involvement on the part of the pupils
despite the resources made available.

The second s@lution sounds plausible, but in
educational matters we have all been fooled before by
plausible-sounding. ‘common-sense’ solutions. A recent
study by Elizabeth Campbell suggests that 'vertical-unit’
schools are much the same as others ol the same fozal
size in matters of ‘flexible learning structures'. It appears
that the negative relationship between school size and
fle xible learning structures is deeply based and diflicult,
if not impossible, to avoid. Nevertheless, there should
continue to be active experimentation with different
structures within the large schools which culrently exist.
The whanau-house concept in New Zealand seems
particularly promising.

The third solution. which involves the creation, or
maintenance, of small schools. appears, al the moment,
10 be most worthy of support. Research does not
provide data on what the optimum size of schools is, but
it suggests that when schools have enrolments above
700 it is diflicult to ensure that the pupils paricipate at
high levels in warm and challenging learning
environments, At the other end of the scale. thereisa
hint that very smali schools within communities with a
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low rating on a socio-economic scale Irequently require
compensatory assistance.

It mighl be claimed that ) am flogging a dead horse,
lor most of what is contained in this article has been
acknowledged by teachers for a long time. Despite this
acknowledgement, however, one ol the moststriking
trends in education during the last hali-century, when
populations have been rapidly increasing. has been a
reduction in the number of schools. This reduction, of
course, has been accompanied by an increase in the
average enrolments. It is a depressing experience even
to visit some of our large inner-suburb schools and see
up to 2,000 pupils being packed into areas that contain
only a ramshackle set ¢l buildings and no playing areas.
wWhat must it be like to Jearn there? At no other stage in
their lives will persons occupy such densely-populated,
constrained settings for such extended periods of time.
The industrial arguments of scale still dominate
educational thinking in this matter: big schools provide
better resources: betler resovirces mean better
experiences for pupils. i reither of these arguments is
sustainable; it is time tO announce that the Emperor has
no clothes.

Notes

Characteristics of Large and Small Schools

The recent study mentioned is by Campbell, W.J.,
Cotterell, J.L.. Robinson, N.M., and Sadler, D.R., Effects

of School Size on Some Aspects of Personality. Report
to the Education and Research and Development
Committee, Canberra, 1979.

Persistance of First-order Behaviour

The first study mentioned is that just above. The second
study is by Campbell. w.J.. and Robinson, N.M., Some
Etfects of Consolidation Upon the Quality, Efficiency
and Economy of Education in Rural Communities,
Report being prepared for the Education Research and
Development Commitiee, Canberra, 1980,

What Should be Done?

The study on vertical-unit schools is by Campbell,
Elizabeth M., The Relationship of School Learning
Structures to Some Reactions of Students, Report to the
Ed ucation Research and Development Committee,
Canberra, 1979.

How Significant are the Findings?

Bill Renwick is Director-General of the New Zealand
Department of Education. His remarks on attitudes 1o
school are from Renwick. W.L.. Social Change and the
Objectives of Secondary Education in Codd. J.A.. and
Hermansson, G.L. (Eds.}. Directions in New Zealand
Secondary Education, Auckland, Hodder and
Stoughton, 1976.
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Projecting Education
Expenditure

By lan McGill,
Department of Education,
and others.

In 1979/80 the govemment set aside 51.047,140,000 for
education. That is 5.2% of our Gross Domestic Product.
Spending on Education has been increasing but now
fewer babies are being borr, immigration has almost
ceased, emigration is at an all time high, times are tougher
economicalty, so how may education expect to fare?

Experts on population changes and finance can look
info the future and show us our options reasonably
clearly..but they cannot predict the future, Calculated
guesses about school enrolments will, for exainpele, help
us invent possible ways of spending our taxes in the
future, but they will not tell us how the monev will in fact
be spent. Everyone must decide which possible solution
fulfils their hopes best and then tell the politicians: they
have the job of finding the most acceptable solution.

Demographers (populalion experts) like to keep their
options open. so they present us with different modeis.
For example. we can assume that the birthrate stays
steady for some time to come and the effect, coupled with
zero migration {immigrants and emigrants cancelling each
other oul) wili give us the model of population growth
seen in Chart 1 on the next page.
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However, we could assume that the birthrate will
continue to fall, and that we will lose 10 000 people per
vear, This will give us model D: Chart 2.

Chart2 Population Model D — birthrate dropping,
emigration continuning
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There are models in between.

Since these projections were prepared aclual emigration
has been greater than assumed in D and in 1979 the
population has fallen already. Is this decline a trend ora
hiccup?

Even if it is assurmed to be a hiccup from the point ot
view of educational planning, it is not sv much the size of
the total population that is of special interest but of certain
age groups within that total:

1. pre-schoolers 0-4 years

2. primary schoolers 3-12

3. secondary schoolers 13-4 (compulsary)
. secondary schoolets 15+ (voluntary)

I we compare the two models with our base vear of
1976 we get chart 3.

Chart 3 Projected population in 2006
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Model A shows a decrease in the size of the age groups
of about 10" despite the steady rise in the population of
the whole country.

Model D shows a decrease in the size of the age proups
of about 404%: although the total popufation is bigger than
it was in 1976.

Most demographers suggest that Model D is the most
plausible for planning purposes — they know that in the
past they have consistently over-estimated and even D
may be rather optimistic considering vur 1978 decline. AN
other things being equal it implies a one-third reduction
in our demand for maternity beds, paediatricians,
teachers, schoolrooms, training college students, and so
on.

All other things are not, of course, equal. Some sections
of the community will be hit more than others; the effect
on rural areas may be devastating. First, however,
iinance.

In 1978-9 $926,671,000 was spent on education under
the title *Vote Education” by the government and there
were 1,006,864 students of one sort of another from
Kindergarten to full-lime 'niversity students and
part-time adults at night school. The simple division sum
gives us 5930.29 per student but we should look deeper
than that. After all each playcentre child costs the
government about $82 per year and the Minister of Health
recently gave the cost of Iraining a doctor as $12,500 per
vtal.

Eitication Expenditsre

"Vote Education’ is divided into seven descriptive
programmes further divided into activities. A condensed
version for three vears is shown inchart 4,

Chart1 vote Fducation in millions of dollars

Progranume 1%71-2 1976-7 1979-80

{estimated)
Adminialration

and General . 13.2 20,
I're-wehool] . sY 5.0

Primary and

Secondary 184.7

175.2

6115
Conbinuing 274.5

Malional
Library . 4.0 7.4

Research —_ 1.5
t18.5 1076
747 10472

Buildings
TOTAL
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Tf we look more closely at primary and secondary school
cosis we get chart s,

Chart5 Primary and Secondary Education

Year 14712 1970.7 197451

Number of State

Primary lopils 68 267 473 113 467 M0

Number of State

Secandary Pupils ol 442 197 4le

H29 TiN

o7 m2
Totat Papils 673 025

il i

State Primary

Expenditure Sl sim Sloadm S301.8m

State Svcondary

Expenditure S AhIm  St31dm 5215.0m

Joint Primary and
Secondary Expenditure:
un adminisiration,
special education,

buildings, ete. S112.5m

S440.6m

5145.6m

S602.7m

5 5).6m

Total Expenditure 5219.5m

Cost per State
Primary Pupil

Cost per State
Secondary Pupil

Average Joint Cunt
per State Pugpil

Average Cont por
State Pupil

State Primary, Secondary
and Joint Custs:

as 4 pUrcenlagye

of total costuf

Vote Education r3.3"%

63 0% 2.5,
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Since 1971 direct expenditure per primary student has
trebled and for secondary students increased about two
and ahalf limes. The increases have not been even ‘across
the board’ — administration and special education have
increased more than schoel buildings.

These figtres must now be adjusted for inflation.

Charté Cost perStudent (in 1979-80 dollars)

Year 1971-2 19767 14979-50

Cust per State
Primary Pupil
Cost per State
Secomdary Pupil
Average Joint Cost
per State Pupdl
Average Coast per
Stale Papil -

* Nut simple averages
from the figures ahave.

So in real terms, at most, there was an 8.3% increase
between 1971 and 1980 {the highest average cost per
student was in 1978-9: 51021. The small decrease of 2.4%
from 1978-9 to 1979-80 was miainly due to a reduction in
spending on buildings.).

The propertion of Vote Education going to Primary and
Secondary Schools has not varied to any great degree.

The Future

Research in the USA and Canada has shown that when
rolls fall, spending on education does not fall at the same
pace. This has been taken into account in the following
‘scenarios’. Primary and secondary school costs have been
kept together for statistical reasons, despite the different
pace at which their rolls will fall. The average cost per
pupil from 1976 to 80 has been used for the calculations.

Chart 7 Four Scenarios for Educational Spending

Average
Cast per
Mupil

Change in
Spending Enralments

Severe cath

Falling vnralments - low 5 435

Maderate cuts

Steady enralments medinm S 453

Wocuts

Steady enrelments o, mediam S1003

Spendingup

Enrolments up +10™ high S1103

These scenarios are further complicated if we take into
account possible changes in school enrolments; for
example, in times, of economic hardship children may stay
on at school trying to get higher qualifications, or
enjoying the social life, rather than joining the
unemployed. This gives us four scenarios worth considering,.

Chart 8 The Four Scenarios’ Effects on Future Spending
on Primary and Secondary Education (in 1980

dollars) 19845

INEITR 1949011

$52n.Hm
5593, 7m
$h21.9m
Shu6.4m

$5p2.7m
S628.Am

Sahl.2m

S443.9m
553%.dm
5567 7m

$728.0m Shdg Bm

The most surprising result is in scenario Z where an
increase in spending, per pupil of 10% and a high
projection of roll numbers still results in a real reduction in
spending on education of 2% by 1991.

But before we point oul this automatic decrease in
education spending to those who wish to cut the
education vote there are a lot of other factors to be
remembered.

i. Total school rolls decrease in all these scenarios but the
mix does not remain constant. For example inscenario
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W in 1980 secondary schools are 30% of the total

enrolment. in 1988 they are 36% of the total school role.

The cost of a secondary pupil is 60% more than a
primary pupil so scenario W may be a farther 3% more
by 1988. If many of the estrasecondary pupils are 6th
and 7th formers more teachers will have to be
emploved, raising the costs further.

. Any increase in the propartion of the educationally
disadvantaged through social, econamic, or other
reasons may require further expenditure per student.

. About 70" of educational ex penditure is on people so
salaries negotiated above the ‘ordinary’ inflationary
moves — for example to attract scientists and
mathematicians into secondary school teaching — will
change the casts per pupil.

. These figures make no allowance for the imnpact of roll
decline on individual schools and teachers. Teachers’
associations and parents will press for smaller classes,
strong pressure groups will oppose the closing of small
rural schools, early retirements will have to be paid for.
busing pupils costs money and closed schools are not
usually sellable, seniot staff will probably be kept on
rather than new inexperienced teachers emploved and
senior staff cost more. teachers’ associations witl
negotiate salary protection measures as school rolls and
gradings drop. and a significant part of school
expenditure is not directly indexed to roll numbers.

3. Private schools integration costs money.

6. Unless the number of administrative and support staff
drop proportionally with school rolls, costs per pupil
will rise.

Implications

Staff

As some 60% of state school expenditure is on teachers, if
falling rell numbers mean that salaries are renegotiated
and put the salary bill up 2%, then in 1990 we may have
the situation shown in Chart 9.
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Chart @ The Four Scenarios” Effects on Teaching in 1990

Average casl
pertescher
Wumber of
Teachwe Trapal
numberal te
sy 1979

salanes
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teachers
pupils

Teachers

19795307
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W o0 3m

32438 b Do

21300 54 3m

X $323.6m 25 880 555 00

$330.6m A7 M0 3RS0 05

5359, 9m 31 180 383700 1187 o+ 9™

Competition for frmils

Vote Education competes with other major central
govemment activities such as‘Health’, ‘Transport and
Communications’, *Social Services’ and ‘Development of
Industry’ for a share of govemment expenditure.
Although Gross Domestic Product increased 22% inreal
terms over the last decade expenditure on education
increased 32%. These rates of increase appear unlikely
over the next ten years.

State school education must in turm compete with other
educational activities: pre-school. university, technical
and community education and. of considerable future
importance, integrating private schools. In 1979-80 the
primary and secondary private school appropriation is
estimated at $27,630.000 for 80.480 private students or an
average of $3H per student. By 1990 some 80% of private
school students are expected to have integrated into the
state svstem. This will create. on the basis of average
costs, an additional demand in school education for some
528m under scenario W assumptions or $16m under
scenario Z.

Resonrce Swifching

An increase in Vote Education in real terms seems
unlikely ~ it would involve higher taxes or a change in
politica! priorities. An alternative, pleasing to those who

get the increase. is to switch msources and expenditure
from one area of education to another: the same sized cake
but changes in the size of the slice you get. This has

already happened. for example, as expenditure on

teachers increased with improving staffistudent ratios

from 1978 to 80, and spendiny, on school buildings declined.

Conclusion

There is no conclusion in this p .per. Qur govermors need
guidance in the face of falling rells and economic
hardship. A clear set of goals for eaucational expenditure
is needed. What do we want education to do? William
Taylor, Director of the University of London’s Institute of
Education. whose declaration that education must be
accountable has delighted many. said at the same time,
that the case for school education rests not just on
competence but alsoon culture and citizenship.

Notes

The wmaterial in this article has been abstracted from three
papees, The fiest two are by Peter Ramsay and James O'Neill of
the University of Waikato and the thied by lan McGI of the
Research and Statistics Division of the Department of
Education.

All three papers include extensive bibliogeaphies of suurees
and fuetiver reading.

O Neill, C.[. and Ramsay. I*.D.K.. ‘Educatianal Futures: The
Implications of Demographic Change for Educational "olic in
Nete Zeafuad fottrual of Educarinual Studics, Volume 14, No. 2,
1979,

O'Neill, C.J. and Ramsav, P.D.K., Demographie Trends in Nrw
Zeatasd gl their Relatansdup to Ldncational Policy Maktag.
Unpublished 19580,

McGill. lan, Projections of Educativn Expenditure, Unpublished,
1980.

The two unpublished papers are available in photocopied form
from NZCER.

lan McGill's paper (and thwe part of it used in thissef item)
expresses the views of the author and does not purport to
repeesent the views of the Departiment of Education ar any
other official body.

Peter Ramsav and James O"Neill's papers contain carefully
detailed descriplions of the ¢ffects of whotesale cuts in
educational spending on rural schools and the quality of
teaching, and draw conclusions about the opportunities for
better gquality education which falling rolls, and a good supply
of leachers provide.
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The Economics of Childrenin a
Welfare State

By Brian Easton, University of Canterbury

The Concept of Human Capital

fn recent years ecanomisls have extended the notion of
capital to cover similar phenomena in humans. For an
economist a capital item generates a stream of future
income. The traditional idea of capital included such
items as machinery. buildings. installations. and the like.
However. just as a capital good put to productive use
generates income so does a human. With each person
we can associate a future stream of income {but in some
cases. such as parenting. it is generated in the informal
economy and so does not appear as a financial
transaction). As in the case of physical objects we can
discount this income siream into a capital value.
However. unlike objects, humans may not be bought
and sold in the market {with some exceptions as ina
contract to supply services), so the market value of
human capitat is notional. It ¢an also be very high. The
capital value of a personin his or her early twenties is
likely to be twenty times his or her annual earnings.

One of the earliest uses of the human capital
approach was to integrate education into economic
analysis. Education was seen as a process by which the
individual acquired more human capital. that is
increased his future earnings. Since educalion involved
resources and the student foregoing acquisiti n of
human capital involves an investment process —that is
the foregoing of consumption {or income) now, in order
to generate higher consumption {(Or income) in the
future. Economists were able to measure the rélurn on
this investment. which they found to be very large by
narmal standards. For instance in New Zealand later
secondary school and university education gives a real
return of 15 to 25 percent per annum (above the rate of
inflation} to the individual and § to 10 percent per
annum to the society.

Another use was in the aid programmes for
developing countries where it was shown that good
nutrition and health services for children and adulis
improved their potential to earn income. This suggested
that it may be just as sensible to investin human capital
for foreign aid as itis to invest in physical capital. Thus
the human capital model gives a justification for "soft’
aid prograrmmes, that is, aid programmes directly
assisting humans, as well as "hard’ aid programmes of
more ‘objective’ items.

Investing in Children

We can extend the notion further by arguing that
childrearing is also an investment programme. That is
@ach society maintains and promotes its income in the
future by investing in its children today. The investment
becomes realised as the children grow up to adulthood
and produce. Part of that production is retained by the
adults that were the children (as is was by their parents)
but part is commanded by society for the use of others.
including social welfare provision for the elderly. sick,
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and disabled. and for further investmenl in the next
generation of children,

This process of social investment in children which
is realised in adulthood. is vital for Ihe working of a
modern wellare state. The ability lo provide adequately
for the retirement of its elderly is dependent upon the
productivity capacity of its working adults. If some
years before, during their working life. the elderly had
invested wisely in the children who are today's adults,
then. they provided lor their retirement. Moreover it is
not merely a matter of economic inputs and outputs.
The investment activity places a moral obfigation on
today's adufts to provide for the elderly who supported
them in childhood. and a moral exampie for today's
children who are tomorrow’s adults, to provide for
today's adults in their retirement.

Another important social consequence of the
investment in children approach is its transformation
of the role of parents. Because parenting is mainly in
the informal part of the economy. (exceplions include
child minding for money and teaching) the parent
activity as an economic activity is easily neglected.
Howaever. from the point of view of investment in
children, parental care is an integral economic activity
to be measured by the income parents forego in order
to care for children. By far the larger part of this
foregone income is by mothers. The impiication is that
parenting in general. and mothering in particuwar, can
be treated as an occupational activily. Perhaps it lies. in
professional standing. between medicine and teaching
atone end. and economics and politics at the other.
The implications for women’s life cycle and
employment patterns are manifold, but woutd take us
outside this discussion.

It has been possible to make some estimate of the
size of the child investment programme in New
Zealand. The total can be divided into broad
magniludes as follows. The maiatenanca costs ot
children in food. clothing. housing, recreation, etc..
comes to around 12 pereent of Gross National Product
{G.N.P.)i.e total economic outpul. Public service
expenditure. mainly on education and health. comes to
around & further § percent of G N.P. And the costs of
child care. calculated as parent’s market €arning
potential foregone, is conservatively measured as 8
percent of G.N.P.

Intotal, investment in children comes to around a
quarter of Gross National Product, or about the same
magnitude as all the other investments combined.
However, ordinary investment activity is more
heterogeneous than chiid investment. so the
childrearing industry is our largest single industry.
Moreover it is a very productive industry. It appears that
the rate of return on investment in children is about
three to five times the rate of return in physical
investment. although we get such a low return on our
physical investment the ratio is not as impressive as it
might appear.




What we do not know, i$ which facets of child rearing
are most productive. It would be great if we could
report that the return on breast feeding was X percent.
on chitd beating was minus Y percent. and on
fluoridation of the water supply was Z percent.
Unfodunatety, we do not know returns on specific
activities. Until we do we must be caulious at
advocating increased expenditure on children in the
vague hope that this will increase the productivity of
the industry.

Traditional capital theory was often illustrated by
examples from the wine industry, and students were
faced with considering the economic return on paying
for the annuat priestly blessing on the stored maturing
wine. Similarly much of our expenditure on children
may have as much efiect on the maturing children.

One interesting result from my research is that New
Zealand has been investing relatively heavily in human
capital throughout the post war era. Like the wine
merchant building up celtar stocks. much of this
investment has not yet begun to generate cash income,
The implication was that as the chitdren entered
adulthood in the 1980s New Zealand would have
experienced a marked increase in its growth potentiat.
However. it now seems likely that much of that human
investment wilt be dissipated because of unemployment
and outmigration.

Human Investment and Household Income

Having identified the size of the human investment the
next step is to examine how it is financed. that is, who
foregoes consumption today in order to create the
human capital which produces the consumption of
tomorrow. While the state. that is, the community
collectively. contributes about a third of the resources
required. the remainder. amounting to 16 percent of
GNP. is provided by the parents.

Thus the cost of the human investment programme
falls unevenly across the community. with a childless
couple both of whom work. contributing relatively little
even though they are on high incomes while the family
with young children and only one adult in employment
contributing a tot despite being on a lower income.

Three points can be made in terms of the earlier
analysis. First the childless couple will expect its social
security benefits during retirement and disability to be
paid by others’ children and for those chitdren to
honour the morat commitment not 1o expropriate
(without compensation) the financiatinvestment the
couple have accumulated for their retirement. This
implies that the childless, (and those with few children)
have a reciprocal moral duty to support those with
chitdren (and those with many children).

Second, while the family with young children may be a
one-income family. itis not a one-worker family since,
although not in formal employment, the mother caring

for young children ts a worker contributing to social
output.

Third, if the family was producing physical goods then
it could finance the project by borrowing against the
security of the income the goods would produce in the
future, However, since we do not permit slavery. a
financial institution cannol loan against the securily of
the future income of children. Thus a family cannot
finance its human investmenl programme anatogous to
the financing ofan ordinary firm.

This is a rather academic way of deriving the obvious
point that the material standard of living of famities with
children is likely to be below the national average. Data
based on the 1973/4 Household Expenditure Survey
suggested that 63 percent of chitdren and 57 percent of
parents were in households with below median material
standards of tiving.

That famities are in this situation is not in dispute. Nor
could there be dispute, given the preceding analysis.
There has been a tittle dispule about the numbers of
families below the poverty line. Leaving aside the erralic
intervention of politicians. al teast one of whom has
argued that the problem is a ‘poverty of intellect’, thus
perhaps demonstrating what he was talking about. the
dispute has been over the definition and measurement
of poverty,

Family Poverty in New Zealand

It is now broadly accepted that there are two sors of
poverty. Absolute poverty is when the individual is
unable to sustain life and health. It is 2 phenomenon we
associate with poor countries which may have
widespread disease and inadequate nutrition.

However, within more wealthy countries. it has been
recognised that while there may be little absolute
poverty. the share some groups get of community
consumplion may be so low that they do not. in the
words of the 1972 Royal Commission on Social Security,
‘feel a sense of padticipation in. and belonging to, the
communrity’. This is ctearly a crucial problem, given the
morat underpinning of the economics of children that
we have referred to earlier. Such people are in refative
poverty. and the Royal Commission on Social Security
argued ‘that there is a need to ensure within limitations
which may be imposed by physical or other disabilities
that everyone is able to enjoy a standard of living much
like that ol the rest of the community’.

Thus there are two poverty principles and by
implication two poverty lines. Following traditional
analysis we might call the absolute poverly line ‘the
breadline’, in which case the relative povery tine might
be called 'the meat line’ since it is frequently associated
with an inability to afford meat regularly at meals.

In practice the meatline is set as the material standard
of living of a couple on the basic invalid social security
benefit. The argument is that it is untikely that the
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benefit level is meant 10 be below the poverty line. and it
is also unfikely that we mean it lo be substantially above
eilher. Moreover. there has been a bit of survey research
10 suggest that households below thisincome level do
have difficulty maintaining an acceptable life style much
like the rest of the community. such as regular meat
meals.

If we adopt the soctal secursity level as the poverty line,
then the evidence points to around a quarter of children
and afiflh of parenls are in households below this
standard of living. This is by lar the largest group of poor
in the community. Moreover the bulk of poor families
are not s0lo parent families and olhers living on social
security benefils. The vast majority are primarily
dependent upon the wage their father can earnin the
market.

The research has gone a stage further in an attempt to
elaborate a description of what determines household
inc: e, and therefore, househotd poverty. Quitealot is
known about various aspects of the mechanics
including father's incomes. mother's workiorce
participation. the famity life cycle, the impact of taxation
and benefit, and some of the factors about family size.
However. there have not yet been funds available ta
build up a model which integrates these facets together
into a comprehensive description of household
ecanomic behaviour.

The Consequences of Family Poverty

We know less about the consequences of this poverty.
In principle there are three major issues. First its
existence undeérmines the implicit morality of the
welfare state as we discussed earlier. If one group
serving a worthwhile function in society is poorly off,
then other groups which benefit from social support are
likely o be treated as illiberally.

Second is the question of family morale. No matter
how worthwhile a social function families may be
carrying out, if they are not socially rewarded their
psychological state may be weakened. The rewards
need to be two-fold: income which keeps their standard
of living much like the rest of the community. and
genuine public respect for the role of childrearing. It
seems likely that low morale can have real effects on
childrearing performance. The tired, slightly hungry,
slightly sick or fense parent is unfikely to manage the
children well during the difficult developmental periods.
The same phenomena can lead to marital tensionsand
even marriage breakdown when other difficulties
already exist.

On the whole. family morale seems t¢ be much better
than we might expect from the treatment we give
families, This is partly because its publicimage is
suppressed, particularly in order to protect children. As
one headmaster remarked:

If there is a struggle in the home situation you might

not see it reflected in the children... there are a 10t of
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parents who have their priorities in the right place.
The children are the last to suffer.
©On the other hand the housewives' boycolt outburst of
1977 aimost certainly reflected a pathetic response of
demoralised mothers to the economic pressures on
them.

The third ¢onsequence is the direct effect of povedy
on childrearing. The previous two paragraphs indicate
that deterioration in parental morale ¢an result in less
etfective child rearing. It is also evident that poverty can
result in the child's nutritional standards, comfort. or
health being sulficiently below Ihe acceplable level to
result in poor performance. at school for instance.
Moreover, an overcrowded, dangerous. or
nonstimulating environment for a child may result in
poor development and even injury. A final direct effect
would be where poverty leads to fower opportunity for
the children. There is evidence this applies to both
health care and education,

On the whole there is very little systematic evidence to
support suspicions that family poverty is causing
markedly inferiour child development in New Zealand.
But this is a conclusion of agnostism rather than
atheism. It is an argument for minimising family poverty
until we have evidence that poverty does not have these
effects. rather than leaving family in¢comes alone until
Ithe research evidence is ¢collected (knowing full well that
there would be no urgency to do the reseaich).
Moreover whatever the conclusion of the research. the
effect of the existence of family poverty undermining the
welfare state cannot be ignored.

Recent Trends in Family Income
Maintenance

The evidence for family poverty was becoming apparent
by the mid 1970s. It involved the salutory lesson that the
past solution for maintaining family incomes had failed
to eliminate poverty. This approach. which appears from
the beginning of the welfare state in the 1890s. wasto
expect the wage system t0 provide adequate support for
intact families without disability. {There was special
provision for other sorts of families. commencing with
workers Compensation in 1900.) In 1914 a small income
tax concession for children was introduced. In 1927
there was the beginnings of the family benefit. The
period of the first Labour Government saw the
beginnings of systematic assistance with health and
housing. ( Free’ education began by 1877.)

The approach failed partly because it lacked
coherence. but perhaps more flundamentally because
any family policy which is based on the labour-earnings
structure is bound to fail since the worker's earning
capacity has little relation to his family’s needs.

Since family poverty became evident the approach
has remained ad hoc. but more attention has been paid
to modifying the income tax structure in favour of
children.
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In 1976 the young family tax rebate was introduced for
families with & child below the age of 5. Currently itis
$9.00 per week but abateable after the first $150 per
week of income of the principle earner {father).

In 1977 the single income family tax rebate for families
with a child betow the age of 12 was introduced.
Currently it is $5.00 per week, but abateable after the
first $25 per week of the income of the secondary earner
{mother).

In 1978 the tax scales were changed to levy more tax
on the secondary earner, and hence lower tax rates on
the principle earner, This change benefited one income
families at the expense of one and a bitincome families.

These changes were reinforced from October 1979,
and the family benefit was doubled, It seems likely that
from October 1979 the state will be contributing move to
the financial support. measured in real terms, of intact
families without disability, than at any time in the last 20
years and perhaps longer.

Neverthetess, such ad hocery is not likely to succeed
unless it is very expensive. Some comprehensive
approach to income maintenance for familiesis
necessary, including the institution of tax credits (or
negative income tax) and the integration of subsidies for
child care into the system. It should also be possible to
include non standard family situalions such as solo
parents and disability into the system.

The task of constructing a comprehensive income
maintenance scheme is not an easy one. Besides
empirical evidence it requires a sound analysis. of which
the economics of children is likely to be part. and a
social philosophy.

The Family as a Production Unit

Ancther policy areawhich has deveioped out of the
economics of children arises from the closer atlention
given to the family as a production unit. If child rearing is
an industry, perhaps our largest and most imponant
industry, then the families are its firms. [t is a natural step
to considering how we may increase each firm's
productivity.

The effect then is to shift attention from the child
rearing activities which occur in the formal part of the
economy, such as in hospitals, schools and children’s
homes, and are supervised by paid workers such as
medics. teachers. and social workers, to the childrearing
which oceurs in the informal part of the economy of
households supervised by unpaid parents.

Once the point is made it is evident that by far the
most childrearing (and the most important childrearing)
oceurs in this informal area. Yet the most resources and

the most attention is given to the formal areas,For instance

tn a total public education budget of one billion dollars,

the actual amounts spent on the education parents give
to their children, including parent education. is less than
0.1 percent of the total. The impfication is that we can
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substantially improve childrearing by greater
concentration on the family. not because it is more
efficient per se, but because we are doing so little that
we must be able 10 do better at little cost.

Economics has little to say on what measures should
be taken, except to reiterate the importance of an
adequate economic environment in which the family
should operate. It is for other disciplines (o identify other
measures. Despite our lack of research of the intricacies
involved in family behaviour, there is sufficient evidence
of major differences between optimal behaviour and
practice in a number of areas to suggest eftective
measures based uponimproving the public’s
understanding of parental responsibilities and activities.

For instance. the children of young mothers are at
greater risk. Yet there is no public education
programme among adolescents to discourage teenage
births. We have become 50 obsessed with the physical
details of contraception, that we neglect the
psychological and social aspects of family planning.
Spacing between children is another area where public
understanding could be uselully brought more into line
with scientific knowledge.

There are also vast gaps between parental
understanding of chiidren's heaith. nutrition and
behaviour. and the range of practices considered
optimal by expent opinion. This is not the result of
deliberate ignorance on the past of most parents who
are probably keener to learn than the expers are to
teach. The problem s the ¢creation of adequately funded
institutional means to enable parents te obtain the
education they seek. To do this may well involve a
revolution in our approach in the formal economy.
Perhaps schools should be offering courses to parenls,
on fully paid bursaries. and leaving more of the teaching
of children to the parents.

One way of summarising this approach is the
recognition ot the "pre-primary care’ area for ¢hild
development. Our tendency has been o think of the first
institution, be it schoel, medical centre or social worker,
as the point where care begins. Put this way the view is
absurd. but an astonishing fevel of advocation and
policy implicitly assumes this acknowlzdged absurd
view. Forinstance it is proper to be concerned with
those activities labelled as "preventative’. but, that label
reflects a view frre.m the institution/professional worid,
rather than the family.

One of the unfortunate aspects of the welfare state
has been {0 shift power, responsibility, and resources
away from the pre-prirmary care area. that is the family.
to theinstitutions and professions. A reversal of the shift
is requirad both for human libérty and for economic
efficiency.

1t is very easy to prepare authoritarian measures to
meet some problern area in child development. but the
authoritarians might do well to reflect on the recentjly
reported treatment of children in state social welfase
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hornes. Obviously some family unils are far from ideal.
Apparently the alternative rmay be little better or even
worse. And the fact there are a few failures does not
justify unnecessary impositions on all failures (whether
we are talking of families. doctors. teachers. or social
waorkers).

Directions

One interesting feature of the economics of children is
ils lendency to analyse children in typical, although
diverse circurnstances. rather than to concentrate on
atypical ¢circumstances such as solo parent families. ex
nuptial births, child abuse. or parental and ¢hild
delinquincy. Research on pathological situations is
necessary. but it can result in an over preoccupation
wilh such situation at the expense of the typical
situation. Too often new social policy in New Zealand is
.proposed by psychiatrists. social workers and
politicians responding to Ihe pathofogical cases they
meet. The result ¢can be the lail wagging the dog.

It may be that the economic approach is going to the
other extreme. sutiverting the richness and complexity
of the psychological. social and economic phenomena
we call family life into a simple economic mouel.
Qbviously there is such a danger.

Much policy making. particularly in the social and
industrial areas. effects behaviour within the informal
econorny. To neglect such behaviour can easily resultin
the policy prescriptions being inefficient, ineffective.
and even having the opposite effect to Ihat inten ded.

Economists need a theory of the informal economy. 1f
such a theory is also beneficial for other groups involved
in the informal economy or in developing policy tharein.
then we have an example of the advantages of
co-operative enterprise.

Notes

The following is a list of publications which generally
enlarge upon the points made in the text. Some of the
articles listed are available in mimeograph from the
author. but it may be necessary to make a charge. Other
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people’s research used in the text is identified in these
primary sources.

The Needs index {mimeo. 1973}

Family Incomes [mimeo. 1973)

Poverty in New Zealand {mimeo. 1973}

“Staying on At School” NZ Monthly Review (Nov. 1973)

“The Wellare State: Prin¢iples and Future™. New Zealand
Politics'A Reader ed S. Levine (Cheshire. 1975)

“The New Zealand Housing Market” Mew Zealand Economic
Papers. 1976

“Poverly in New Zealand. Eslimates and Reflections™
Palitical Science (Aug. 1976)

"The Economic Lifecycle of the Modern New Zealand
Family” Austratian and M.2. Journai of Sociology {Feb.
1977)

“Incorme Tax on Employee Earnings” Quarlerly Predictions
{March 1978}

“The Economics of Children” Impact; The Burden of Choice
{Akld Principles Association. 1978)

“The Married Women's Property Act and the Domestic
Purposes Benefit” Woman Studies Assocsation Newsletter
{June 1978)

“Income and Fertility in New Zealand: A Cross-Sectional
Study™ The Proceedings of the Annual Conference of the
NZ Demographic Society 1978

“The Rise of Famify Policy” (mimeo, 1978}

“The Economic Needs of Young Children™ Parents Cenire
Bulletin (Spring 1978)

“Poputation and the Economy’” New Zealand Population and
C.J. O'Neill and W. Nevilte {Longmans Paul 1979)

“The Family Costs of Children™ The Proceedings of the
Annual Contference of the NZ Demographic Sociely 1979

“The Economics and Politics of New Zealand Poverty™
Poverty in Godzone? ed G.w. Bryant {1979}

"New Directions in Health and Economic Management” N2,
Medical Journal {forthcoming)

"Household Equivalence Scales™ New Zealand Statistician
{torthcoming)

Social Security in the Seventies: Policy Formation and
Failure (Universily of Canterbury. forthcoming)

Social Policy Analysisin a Welfare State (Allen and Unwin,
forthcoming)

“Sorme Household Expenditura Funclions™ (with C.M. Low
and S.F. Connor. forthcoming).

Brian Easton is a lecturer in Economics at the University of
Canterbury. This arlicle is taken {rom a talk given to the Early
Childhood Care and Development Convention. Christchurch.
1979,
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Teacher Expectations and
Classroom Behaviour

By Alison St, George
Massey University

Impressions of Other People

People are always making judgements about people. It
is hard to imagine how we would getalong with other
pecple without our perceptions of them as a guide. The
ideas we have about others influence the way we
behave toward them and the way they respond tous.
There are several important points hare:

a. We are active perceivers. selecting, organizing, and
structuring what we notice about people.

b. The situation and who we are as well as
characteristics of the person affect what we see.

c. We make inferences and attribute characteristics to
the person on the basis of immadiate cues. The
attributes may concern temporary states {e.g. he is
bored) or more permanent characteristics (e.g. she is
intelligent}. Many of these characteristics cannot be
observed directly.

d. Wealso responc{in an emotional way, liking, being
interested in, having sympathy for, rejecting, and so
on.

e. Expectations are generated when we perceive other

L pecple and these are particularly important in

l C face-to-face situations because we need to prepare

Teachers and Expectations

Any schocol-learning situation is essentially one of
social interaction: teachers and pupils form impressions
of each other, react emotionally, and anticipate
attitudes and behaviour. Judgements and expectations
guide behaviour. though those involved may not
always be aware of it. Further, we do not always
carefully select and weigh up evidence. Often we make
haphazard judgements.

For teachers, forming expectations about their pupils
is an integral part of their task. [t is necessary in order to
be able to plan work for pupils, to assess their progress,
and to relate to them. Teachers are also required to
make deliberate judgements and write them down for
school records, for parents’ information, or testimonials
for employers’ guidance. Thus the whole business of
perceiving and judging other people has particular
relevance for teachers and often has long lasting
consequences for their pupils. :

Teachers have expectations about their pupils’
intellectual potential and academic achievement.
However, they also face the task of social control, and
their expectations about general classtoom behaviour
are also important. Expectations should not be confused
with hopes, desires, and aspirations. What a teacher
hopes a new class is like, and what he of she expects it
will be like, are often not the same thing!

Expectations as Self-Fulfilling Prophecies

In the late 1960s it was suggested that a teacher's
expectations for a pupil could be self-fulfilling.
Pygmalion in the Classroom, published in 1968, caused
considerable controversy. In it Rosenthal and Jacobson
described a study in which they attempted to
manipulate teachers’ ‘expectations to see if those
expectations would be fulfilled. The findings were
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interpreted as demonstrating that favourable
expectations could lead togins in pupil achievement
and general ability. By implication, the study also
seemed to support claims made by critics of the schools
that the lower academic achievement of poor and
minority group pupils was largely the result of the
negative stereoty pes and low expectations of their
teachers.

Popular reports of the research made enthusiastic
claims which were often exaggerated and the notion of
teacher expectations acquired a mysterioys, almost
magical. quality as if expectations always became
self-fulfilling. A teacher only had to make a prediction
and it would come true. Not surprisingly, many
teachers did not accept this. The study was also strongly
criticized in academic circles for problems with the
experimental design and methodology. the data, the
way it was reported. and the overgeneralization of the
results.

Since that controversial piece of research alarge
number of investigators have conducted studies of
teacher expectations using a variety of methods. In
some studies attempts have been made to manipulate
expectations. for example, by providing false test
information or fictional reports. In others, teachers own
naturally formed expectations have been used. Some
investigators have looked at teacher expectations and
measures of pupil performance or self concept. while
others have been more cancerned with the way in
which expectations may be communicated through
interactions between teachers and pupils. The evidence
now available supports the idea that teacher
expectations can sometimes function as self-fulfilling
prophecies but that this is by no means automaticor
inevitable. For an expectation to be self-fulfilling it is
not enough that it just exists. The person concerned
must recagnise what the expectation is and the
teacher's behaviour must also be effective in moving
the person in the expected direction.

A New Zealand Study

A recent study in New Zealand has investigated the
perceptions and expectations of five Standard Three
teachers and their pupils. No attempt was made to
manipulate the teachers’ expectations about their
pupils. Rather, the teachers own expectations were
studied. Early in the year they were required to rank
their pupils’ general ability. Using these rankings a
high, middle, and low expectation group was selected
from each class, 90 children in all (67 Pakeha, 20 Maori,
3 PPacific Islands). with equal numbers in each class and
expectation group and equal numbers of boys and gitls.

Perceptions and Expectations

The teachers were later asked to give further much more
detailed perceptions of each child. Children for whom
the teacher had high general expectations were seen as
well off in:

reading

reaction tc new work

independence (need for teacher guidance)
task concentration

use of English in conversation

home environment

interest in the world around

perseverance

participation
confidence
parent attitudes to school and education.

Not surprisingly pupils for whom the teachers held
higher expectations were closer to the notion of an
‘ideal’ pupil (as identified in the research literature)
than those in the middle and low expectation groups.
They were perceived as having academic work skills
and an eagerness to learn which makes it easier for the
teacherto feel some success at teaching. They also
tended to be seen as coming from a‘good’ home
background.

Teacher perceptions also varied with pupil ethnic
group. Generally Pakehas were perceived as being
closer to the “ideal’ pupil concept than the Maori and
Pacific I'sland children.

Specifically. the teachers associated poor parent
attitudes to school and education. less interest in the
world around. a poorer yse of conversational English,
and a less stimulating home environment with Maori
and Pacific Island pupils. Poorer reading skills, lower
participation in class activities, a more negative
reaction to new work, and a need for greater teacher
guidance were also part of teachers’ views of these
children. To a lesser extent. the Palynesian pupils were
also perceived as having a lower level of perseverance at
and concentration on school work. The teachers
expected less of the Maori and Pacific 1sland children.
ranking them lower in general ability. Most were in the
low expectation group.

The findings for teacher perceptions and expectations
then do not look particularly encouraging as far as
minority group children are concerned. It has been
suggested by some that stereotyped expectations for
Maori pupils may become self-fulfilling prophecies.
Are teachers in New Zealand clearly prejudiced and as a
consequence do they engage in discriminatory
behaviour toward Maori and Pacific Island children in
the classroom?

Expectations and Classroom Behaviour

How did the teachers behave toward their pupils? In
order to study this we carried oyt classroom
observations. Teacher and pupil behaviour was
recorded whenever the teacher was interacting with a
pupil but not when the interchange was with a group as
a whole. Some of the situations were public. where the
whole class was looking on. Others were pritate. for
example, they were about a piece of work, behaviour,
or classroom procedure concerning a particular pupil
and not meant for the whole class.

Behaviour and ethnic group

There was no statistically significant difference
between the way teachers interacted with Polynesian
and Pakeha children. In fact there seemed to be an
active effort on the part of teachers to give all pupils
similar amounts of attention. While there may be afew
teachers who actively discriminate against minority
group children there is little evidence that this is
generally the case. Certainly it was notseen in the study
being described here.

Some interesting differences in classroom behaviour
did emerge though when we looked atitin relation to
what teachers expected of their pupils.
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Public interactions

When children could respond in public there was no
significant difference in the number of opportunities
given to pupils in the high. middle. and low
expectation groups. However, there was a difference in
the type and complexity of questions asked. Sometimes
teachers posed a question to a group and waited for
hands to be raised before selecting achild to answer. In
other instances teachers addressed a question directly
to a particutar child. When these two types of questions
were compared it was found that high expectation
pupils received most of the first ‘open’ tvpe. wlile the
low expectation pupils were asked most of the ‘direct’
questions.

The finding that teachers asked the low expectation
group to answer fewer questions when they were posed
to the class (and to which they expressed some
willingness to respond) may be the result of the
teachers’ experience of the pupils’ differences in
knowledge and ability. But this trend is balanced by
teachers addressing more questions directly to low
expectation group pupils and selecting them to respond
even when they have expressed no willingness to do so.
The questions posed in this way were more likely to be
relatively simple, requiring a short answer, rather than
more complex process questions involving going
through ste ps to solve a problem or explain a
phenomenon. It may be that teachers have ditferent
reasons for asking public academic questions of
children from the different expectation groups and that
these reasons influence the complexity of the question
asked. For example, in some cases the aim might be to
see if the pupil understands the material, in others it
might be to encourage participation.

What are teachers’ reactions to pupils’ public
academic responses? Our findings were limited by our
data. It was clear, however, that all teachers criticised
pupils to a greater degree when they did not attempt a
response than when they gave an answer which was
wrong.

It niay be that teachers view academic failure as more
reprehensible when it is accompanied by an apparent
lack of effort. However, frequent criticism for not
responding does not seem likely to encourage pupils to
respond in the future unless strategies for reaching
solutions are offered and enconragement given. The
informational valuc of criticism may be offset by the
lower perceived warmth of the teacher. Further, the
teachers as a group criticized the pupils for whom they
held high expectations a lot less than either middle or
low expectation group pupils — both in relation to
academic work and to general classroom behavicur.

Private interactions

As with public responses, there was no significant
difference between expectation groups in the overall
numiber of private interactions they had with their
teachers, However, a clear pattern did emerge when we
asked, ‘Whe sought the interaction?” Children in the
high expectation group created more private contacts
with the teacher for themselves, whereas the teacher
initiated the greatest number of private interactions
with low expectation group pupils. Once again, there
was an attempt by the teacher to compensate for the low
rate of initiating interactions in the low expectation
group and thus fo reduce any inequalities in the
wmount of teacher-pupil interaction. This can be further
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understood by referring back to teacher perceptions of
pupil attributes. In public response situations it may
represent an active attempt to get the children to
participate and to compensate for their lack of
confidence. In private contacts it is in line with the
perception of children in the low expectation group as
lacking perseverance and task concentration, reacting
poorly to new work and needing teacher guidance.

Expectations and Achievement

The teachers did not have the NZCER Progressive
Achievement Tests (Reading Comprehension. Reading
Vocabulary, and Listening Comprehension) results
available when the teacher rankings were collected.
However, teachers’ expectations for their pupils based
on these rankings were strongly related to results on the
PATs and this provides evidence that the teachers’
expectations were relatively accurate,

Further, expectations were also strongly related to an
end of the year composite measure of school
achievement based on teacher ratings. Does this mean
that a self-fulfilling prophecy was operating? Not
necessarily, unless there is clear evidence that those
expectations were consistently communicated to pupils
in a way that shaped their behaviour and achievement.
Here no clear-cut evidence of this nature is available.

What of ethnic group differences? The teachers
perceived Maori and Pacific Island pupils in less
favourable terms than Pakeha pupils and had lower
expectations for their general ability to do well at
school. Nevertheless. there were no statistically
significant differences in teacher-pupil interaction
along ethnic group lines. Thus the teachers expected
less of the Maoris and Pacific Islanders than the law of
averages suggests they should have, but they treated
them similarly to others in their expectation groups.

As an aside we can ask, does this similar treatment
mean that the Polynesian and Pakeha children achieved
at similar levels? Unfortunately, no. Overall, Pakeha
children scored higher on the PAT tests and their end of
year school achievement was rated higher by their
teachers. While the greatest differences in levels of
achievement lay between expectation groups, within
these groups Polynesian pupils tended to score slightly
lower. This difference may be due to some
dimension(s) of behaviour tapped by the
Polynesian/Pakeha dichotomy used in this study but
not reflected in the teacher expectation measure used.
Cultural differences in communication, motivation,
and self concept. or preferences for different kinds of
learning environments could be involved.

Implications for Teachets

The study described here was essentially exploratory. It
was naturalistic rather than experimental and does not
encourage definite casual inferences. However, it does
provide some important data on the nature of tcacher
expectations in New Zealand ethnically mixed
classrooms and the relationships between teacher
perceptions, expectations, and interactions with pupils.
It is encouraging to find no evidence that teachers
treat children for whom they have low expectations in a
generally negative way. Despite the more negative and
stereotyped perceptions of Maori and Pacific Island
pupils as a group, teachers seemed to put intc practice a
philosophy of equitable and fair treatment of all pupils.
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(It would be a pity, however. if in the effort to provide
fair and equal treatment that teachers are unable to
draw upon and react to positive aspects of ethnicgroup
differences. A greater similarity in level! of interests,
attem pts to leamn, and a positive self-regard in all
children might result.)

Being aware of the possible effects of their
expectations can help teachers reduce the likelihood of
undesirable self-fulfilling prophecies occurring. It is not
appropriate, however, for teachers to try to avoid
forming expectations altogether. Even if teachers do not
look at achievement records or test information and
they avoid discussing pupils with previous teachers
they still tend to form strong and general im pressions
quickly. through interaction in the classroom.

It is also sometimes suggested that teachers should
only have positive expectations. This is unrealistic
when carried to the extreme — wishful thinking will
not get rid of all differences in pupil abilities and
interests. More important than having high
expectations all the time is that expectations should be
appropriate and followed up with appropriate
behaviour. There is nothing wrong with expecting that
a student will have difficulty if help is provided to
remedy the difficulty. Such help should be positive.
providing the pupil with courses of action, and the way
it is given should aveid communicating ncgative
expectations. :

Teachers should continually check their expectations
for pupils and adjust them where necessary. It is not
always easy. When expectations become strong and
stable there is a tendency to notice only those aspects of
a person’s behaviour that 'fit’ the expectation. In
addition, the way we interpret what we see may be
affected. For instance the behaviour of two children
might be exactly the same but the teacher perceives the
‘bright’ one as concentrating on working out the
problem and the “slow’ one as being hopelessly lost.

When teaching children from a variety of ethnic and
cultural backgrounds it should be remembered that
cultures are systems of shared understandings.
especially about what words and actions mean and liow
important values should be expressed. Unintentional
miscommunication and misunderstanding may occur
in the classroom if teachers do not know the important
differences that exist.

Where does the information we use {o judge the
likely success or failure of our pupils come from? Often
from observation of academic skills and work habits in
the classroom. Consider what will happen where
stereotyped judgements are adopted on limited
information with little attention being paid to how a
child is actually behaving. Focussing on 2 label may
switch attention away from teaching and fostering
progress. When poor academic skills can be ‘explained’
by saying thatachild is a slow leamer of is a member of
a particular ethnic group then there is little room for the
teacher. What effect can he or she have?

Conclusion

What does this study have to say to New Zealand
teachers, particularly those in multi-cultural
classrooms? While it is not representative of !l those
teachers, we think it does provide some indications of
what js going on and what to look out for.

Some of the study’s findings are heartening. others
less so. It is unfortunate that teachers still hold negative

are more likely to expect them to be of lower ability and
to do less well in school than Pakeha pupils. Further,
despite the fact that Pakehaand Polynesian pupils have
similar kinds of classroom interaction with their
teachers they do not achieve at the same level.

On the positive side it is encouraging to find that
overt discrimination against minerity group children
does not seem to be the general case. It is also good to
see that teachers are attempting to even up the number
of interaction opportunities available to pupils. Thisis
not to say that all children experience the same
classroom environment, for the type and quality of
interaction is also very important, but it does seem to
indicate that the teachers are trying to provide for all
their pupils.

What are the things to watch out for? Clearly those
who teach children from a variety of ethnic and cultural
backgrounds should try to avoid making premature,
inflexible judgements on little information. Judging
children on the basis of a single characteristic such as
ethnic group will result in many inappropriate
expectations being formed. It is all too easy to teach on
the basis of untested assumptions about children.
Check them out and remain open to noticing what your
pupils are really doing. Otherwise you may only see
what you expect to see.
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