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being more probable after initial child abuse than is the probability

"‘of an initial abuse and since c¢nly modest inguiry has been directed

_at this rhencmenon, research was conducted to answer two questions:
Is~there patterning to reabuse? And if sc, is this different in metro
and nonmetro environments? Data were ‘derived from the official
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10,666 reports. General variable areas investigated were geographicai
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characteristics, and case management by the social worker. Of the
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politan an non-metropolitén environments.

’

Awareness of child abuse has increased dramatically in recent yearsﬂ

It receives prominence in the mediaﬂ universities offer courses on it, and
1

politicians,pass laws to fight it {as for example Publ.L. No. 93-24?, the

federal Child Abuse Treatment Act) Whether or not its incidence is increas-

ing or epidemic has yet to be fully determlned., Some estimates of frequency '

of occurrence are so broad as to have little meaning. Soeffing (1975), in

perhaps a conservative estimate, suggasts prevalance to be between 69,000

and 500,000 annually, Alvey (1975) asserts a more prevalent occurrence with -

estimates of one to four millionm.

y -+ In efforts to create awareness of its brutality, and in research into

understanding the _phenomenon, many efforts seem to be directed at distinguish-

-

ing gbusers from non~sbusers, Only modest inquiry appears directed ar the

phenomenon of real;use (Herrenkohl, 1979; Cohn, 1979),although that behav:l.,or is

postulated as befng more probable, aftar an initial abuse, than is the 6r&§e- T

bility of, an inirial abuse. Cohn (1379)- cites reports on reabuse in selected
?rojecrs as varying from 13 to 51 percent even when excluding reports of
embtiqnal abuse, mild physical injuries, emotional neglect, and mild phjsical;
neéiect éne concludes a 36 percent reabuge "seems high.". Neverthelesé, the
apperenu frequency of the reabuse phenomenon justifies study and proyidee the
focus of| this inquiry. | ‘

Theyipecific'questions raised are 1) is there patterning to reabuse such

that inrg‘al incidents may be dfstinguished as to whether or not abuse 1s
§ ¢ ’

-likely to ecccur; and 2) if there is patterning, is this c.fferent in metro~
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-with the State Department of Community Services “and placed 4in- a-magnetin tape

.data bank. In addition to the magnetic tape file a physical file was kept -

-

The data source for the study is the official Central Registry qf‘Child
Abuse reports in the-State of Wisconsin for a Hvé yvear, five zonth period.

In Wisconsin, child protective workers in County Departments of Human Services,
LY
i

by statute, are required to investigate all reports of child abusa within ' ’

_their county.‘ Over the years ‘various report forms have been used, but for

the period from January 1973 through(May of 1978~a quite structured and de-

;tailed instrument was used. Prior to and following those dates more general

forms Wwere in'effect "but during the study period the report form elicited.as

many as 200 characteristics of the reported incident. . The repotts were filed

e ———

——— ——— o

oy the department with selected information about abused individualst Inclcded

in this second file were identification numbers and dates of reports contained -

in the magnetic files. The dependent variable for this‘investigation, future

abuse, was constrccted by manually determining, from the physical file, which

indiniduals had_multiple entries.a For those having multiple entries, the ofte

nith the earliest date was subsequently‘identified on the.magnetic file as _ .,,.-
indicating a future abuse,“thus creating a dichotomous dependent variable.

The independent variables in the investigation ;e}e‘coﬁs££EEEEE‘froo ’
observations recorded on the form.“ Those variables which could be constructed
from itens on the form and which have been reported in previousﬂstudies to have
relationships distinguishing abusers and non-abusers'were identified and used to
investigate the research duestions. Overall, four general areas were selected:

| 1) ‘&he geographical environment ] ' E

2) Characteristics of the abuse incident .

3) ‘Case management by the social worker . _ ‘ i

4) Demographic characteristics of the parties involved

*
-

. - kY




The operationalizatidn of these conceptual areas were as follows: &

aghical Environment. This was developed by determining whether’

or not the county where the incident occurred was a SMSA county. If
the county 1s part of a SMSA, the label of Metropolitan is used., If
- the county is not a part of a SHSA, the label of Non—Metropolitan g "
used., D

. -
= . -

Characteris ics of the AbuSe Incident. - Nine.variables were developed.
* These included: T ] . ) _

A

Presence of gging Stress: A séven-item index reflecting the social _
. worker's interpretation of presence of emotional, marital, work, com- ’
- . - munity, new baby in home, absence of essential family member, -or
- _ undefined but ongoing stress.
_ Variety of Different Stresses: A seven-item index reflecting judg~ ) ;
: . ment about stresses due to family break-up, loss of °job, recent ; .
. . arguments, fighting, alcohol related problems, drug related prob-
lems or other undefined stress. ‘
a e —_—
,zigéggigl_§trg§§g£7—_ﬁ‘tﬁree=IrEm-index-inventorying tn__presence of
problems due to lack of money, countinuing debts, or unemployﬁ‘"t -

-+

Varietz o6f Child Induced Stresses: A four-item index consisting of .
stresses arising from the child's crying, disobedience, hostility
or other stress inducing behavior. -

. Variety of Injuries: A l6-item index reflecting the findings of
injuries to the child. The identified injuries were bruises, sprains,
bone fractures, internal injuries, skull injuries, brain damage,
psychological injury, suffocation, burns, abrasioms, cuts, dismem-
berment, freezing, malnutrition, gsexual and other non=gpecified-

- injuries. . ‘
Variety of Inflicting Devices: A 16~item index sumning the assessment
of instruments or devices used to inflict the abuse.

. g . .
Reportet's Relation to Child: A three~item response- representing .
. *  whether' the person reporting the incident was acting in a professional e
" role.(law enforcement, physician, teacher, ete.) a parent or rela-" T

tive, or other (stranger, neighbor, acquaintance or unidentified) )

-Muitiple Abuse Incident: A dichotomous variable reflecting whether
more than one child was' reported abused in the same investigation.

S ‘ Number of Purgﬁts in Home: This variable indicated whether neither,
- . one, or " both parents were a part of the residential unit of the child
when the incident occurred. . A S

Case Management by the Qg; 1 Worker. Two variables were identified and

developed .




-Variety‘gg.socigl Services Provided: An eight~item index imdicating
. the attempt to help the partias involved to cope with the situation.
These included possibilities of casework services, guidance or coun-

- available-on the' form and utilized. =

maternity, carg, day care services, homemaker services, or other un-
defined services.

Conservativeness: A four-item index of actions taken to prevent
reabuse or protect the child. These included removing the child, -
at least temporarily, from the home; taking the case to juvenile R
court; having criminal action. at. least referred to the district -

attorney; and taking action to . Yemove other children from the home.

fugy

Demographic ggaracteristics of the garties Igvolve . Characteristics;oﬁ )
the.child, the abuser, the’ ghild's mother, and the child's father were

Demographic Characteristicsﬂgg_lhé Abused Child:

, Age: The thronological years of 1ife.i
Sex: A dichotomous variable of %ale and female distinction.’

—Kace:—A-dichotomous_variable of white and non-white distinction. '

Demographic Characteristics-ggythe épusar:

—————

Age: The'chronological years of 1ife;
"Sex: * A dichotomous variable of male and female distinction.

Race: . A dichotomous variable of white and non-white distinction.“

" Relation t6¢Chilg A three-iten scale :eflecting social digcance'-
natural parent; foster, step or adoptive parent; or other.

-

Abused as a Child: A ttre&—item scale of yes, unknown anrd no. -’

Demographic Characteristics of the Mother:

Age: The chfonological years of life.

Sex: A dichotomous variable of male and female distinction.

Educational Attainment: A five-item scale of the categories
less than efghth grade, some high school, high school- graduate,
some college or vocational training, and college graduate.

Occupation: A three-point scale indicating housewife, employed and
unemp Loyed. - . )
Demographic Characteristics of the Futher. Because of the magnitude
~ of missing data on the father, only one‘variabie was utilizedﬂ

‘ égé: The chronological years of life.

o _ 6 .
. ' . oo
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! gﬁnmary statistics and distribution data for/these variables are found
. ) ! {

in Table 1. Reliability and validity of the data are not fully agcertained.

- / - Ll
There were indications of some clerical errors in noting reabuse cases on the

-y /
”briginal card file. Some ambiguity existed within the physical file in 1inking

ya
together the same individual and siblings and, on occasion, the same abuser.
/S
_Host_ofqthese,_hawever,_were.Iesolved with"confidence._i:f greater concern ’ -
ff’ - r

is the information contained ‘on the investigation report form. While the re-

‘h - . -

ports were completed by professional gsocial workers, considerable variation in

\
the amount of 1nformation available to the social worker%aé%ﬁell as in the pro-

=] ‘l-

. . - ‘
fessional judgement of that information is to be expected stitewide. The \*\“\_-

{1, »

magnitude of missing data was sb large as to prohibit use$5§;§oéential{}afiables.
On occasion, variables with considerable missing data were included bec use of
‘a
;f——the-uariab}e 8 salience; i.e., abuser abused as a child. Also, while filing

the reoorts in the state Central Registry was a part of state regulation, there

vented, at least occasgsionally. In addition, there were-some logical errors with
the form. For .example, the item dealing with possible placement ;f children
assumed. more than one child, the contingency for only child was not provided.
Nevertheless, since social work is a profession where i:dividuals do bring-
some active professionallingredient to the investigation, the researchers conﬁ
cluded the f}le should have scientific value in developipg profiles of the
abuse and reabuse phenonena. . . '

As indicated earlier, the study population is all reports in the Cdgtral
Registry files of the State of Wisconsin for nearly a five and one~half yea;
period. During this period, from January 1973 through May 1978, some 10,666 , .

... official reports were filed. The report cortained four levels of abuse

i .
differentiagion:‘

[




. \ Vartablus v .. Metro irea  B0i-Motro. - fuoled posulation .

N . Area Sample . orulat e
: 7 wof 312 sof 8 ofgw _-70°
OEPERDENT . YARLBLE *
Future Abdse y 51.3 * 5.0 - 7.2
Observed .o 4T ' ) 2.8 . .
) Mot observed 51.3 8.7 » %0.0 - .
' INDEPENDENT VARIABLES g
Characteristics of ghe Incident ° "
Presence of Ongoing Stress ) . )
. 0 20,5 £0.8 20.6 20.3 _
1 44.8 41.9. 44.4 .7 /
»~ 2 19.2 23.1 21.1 23.5 -
3 or more 13.5 14.3 13.8 t.5 '
X 1.31 - 1.35 - 1.33 1.30
, L s 1.07 1.06 1.06 1.00
; ,
Variety of Oifferent Stresses SR T
0 63.5 . 63.6 631.5 64,0
1 - 25.6 26.9 26.3 - 2.3
. 2 ’ 10.9 .93 10.2 3.7 .
. X 0.49 0.47 0.48 0.48
- ) s 0.73 0.70 0.72 0.75
~ .- Financial Stresses '
’ ‘ 0 74.0 67.2 70.6 K7
‘ 1 22.1 26.3 .2 20.4
2 2 38.5 6.5 5.2 ° 5.0
X 0.0 0.4 0.36 0.32 ~
. s 0.55 0.68 0.62 0.60
. . Variety of Child Induced Stresses )
* ; 0 48.4 57.5 252, 9 51.5
1 42.0 8.3 40.2 41.5 ‘
2 9.6 4.2 6.9 6.9
T . T 0.61 0.47 0,54 0.56
- 4 0.66 0.58 0.62 0,63 .
Varfety of Injurfes “ .
) 0 4.5 5.5 5.0 A7 , <
] 66.3 69,2 67,7 , 68.7
- 2 3.1 234 L3 2.9,
3 5.7 1.9 3.8 4.6
X 1.31 1.22 .27 ' 1.28
s 0.67 0.59 2.63 0.68
. Variety of Inflicting Injuries. ! .
- 0 - 21.8 23.7 ~ 2.7 2.0
. 1 56.1 55.5- 55.8 54.5
. : 2 16.7 16.2 6.5 . 160
. ! 3 or more 5.4 4.5 5.0 5.5
X N 1.06 1.02 1.04. 1.05
. M 0.80 0.78 0.79 0.85
Reporter Relation to Child
Professional ca 53.0 51.6 - 54.8 55.5
~ . - parent or Relative . 18,2 26.9 22.6 24,2
. Other 23.8 2.5 2.6 19.3
Holtiple Abuse Incident .
o 81.4 81.5 + 81.5 a7 ¢
. Yes ' 18.6 18.5 18.5 18.3
. " Humber of parests in Home . i
fletther ' .7 12.9 3,2 9,9
One 49,7 36.1 43.9 44,5
Two 44.7 510 _47.8 45.6
- ¢ ) Social Worker Yandling of Case ’
. 13
o - Variety of Social Services Provided “
- 0 8.7 8.1 8.4 9.3
. . 1 54.8 24,2 49.5 51.3
2 23.4 25.6 24.5 24.3
Y 3 9.0 14.3 o 116 10.0
.4 or nore 41.7 2 7.7 6.1 5.1
X 1.45 1.73 1.57 . 152 .
b , I 3 0.92 1.15 © 1,05 .03
' Y Conservativeness . .
- : .0 . 2.3 2.0 2.0 0.9
s - i 49,2 59,3 55.0 10.9
L 2 .7 . 287 7.4 5.9
- - e LA A A -
) " ar mdre [ - . 7. [
T - ¥ 8 t,0t Lhe 1.6 . Py
EMC . s 4 - 1,17 0. n.fn 0.2

A -
r z -
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Age -
Less than one year
N Ong to three years
' Thiee to tive years
" Five to sevan years
Cooe Seven 10 nine years
Ui Nfne to cleven years
<. Eleven to thirteen years
Thirteen to fifteen years
Fifteen to eighteen years

Sex Male .
. - Male
. Female

" T nd

Race . N

White . \
Non-white
Unknown '

pimographie Characteristies of Abusar

Age
. Less than eighteen - -
. 18 through 39
31 through 40
41 through 50
51 and ofder
Unreported or unknown

Sex
Male
Female -~

lion-white
Unknowrt

Relatfon to Child - .
Natural Parent
Adoptive, Step or Foster Parent
Other

*Abuser Abused as 3 i\.'.hild
Yes
N = Unknowmt "
No N

Demographic Characteristics of ¥ather .

” o4
L nge 0
,«/ Less than eighteen
’ 18 through 3

31 through 40

41 through 50

51 or older
s Unreported or unknown

Educational Attalament
Efghth grade or less
Some High School -
High School Graduate

Some College or 7ocatfonal Sehool Training .

tollege Graduate
Unreported

QOccupatfon
Housewife
Employed
Unexplayed
N Unknown

-4 -7

"Dusmographic Charscteristics of Father

Age *
.Less than eighteen
18 throuq: 30
31 through 40 v -
- 41 through S0
51 and olders,
Unrcported or t.nl'nowrl
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1)' no neglect and no abuse ] S

i | - . o 2) negle§t,,but not ‘abuse ! ’ .[
) 3) abuse uncertain’ . Q_
.8 abuse certain L. ' - ' ,

+

. - -1 5) abuse legally established.

L

For this paper, only statuses 4 and 5 were retained for analysis, This initial
'fi'].tering‘:of the reports reduced the original population to 4,313 cases, or ’

approximately 41 percent of the total reports.. Table 2 presents trend data for. -
. 7 [ y o .
_the period. Annual reports more than doubled during the study period; and-the

I percent of the reports ‘qhicl'aﬁ’ere case status 4 and 5 remained quite conmstant at,

abeut 40 percent. The number of reports, while ipcreasing during the period,

‘d1d not di'splay a constant rate of. increase, however. -

. - Amoné the cartain or legally established® cases, 2439 {or 56.5 percent)
were in metrol;olitan areas, and 1874 gor 43.5, percent) were in non-metropolitan

-

) areas., When \standardiéed by the total number of children snder 18 years, these

Teports constitute an averaged am'iual rate of 48.3 and 54.1 per 100,000 children

in the metropelitan and non-metropolitan areas, respectively’ ' .

Table 2. Frequency of Ohild Abuse Mporty in-iiiscsesin. Jumnry 1973 tyough Hey 1975.

3
L]

) Year Tota) ?r&’t : ﬁ::;n.: ¢ ‘.‘E“:’:“ o
° Raports Thereess o _Leal Sourtain ¢
’ : o <7 “cases gl .
- . 4 - 49 2.8 B
1M 2 %4 “s 0.2 .
ws 143 %53 85 AL *
\ 1976 2.7 Y . ™ 0.1 —
. 1977 . 2,50 00 -390 m: _
e \\ 193 FLIC I . - 43 w3 )
1 \ — I . - " "‘ -

Amorig the cases retained for analysis were 310 reports (oft agpprovimately

ra °

seven percent) whe_:"e reabuse would later occur and ‘be filed. Of tﬁese, 152 wers

filed in metropelitan gcu’s and 158 in non-metropoliten areas. This constitutes

1,

A p———— - m amems == — o

] o - ' + T T




&

. A ¢ ’ - , - .
an averaged annual reabuse rate of 0.30 and 0.46 per 100,000 children in metrc-

" politan and non-metropolitan areas, respectively.

-

Using the eriterian chosen in this investigacion for reabuse, the conclusion

is that 1t 1s not a highly prevalent phenomeqon. Certainly, the reabuse found

-~

here 1s considerably less frequent than suggested by Cohn (1979). There may be
. a T : .
several factors for the discrepancy, but ‘three important ones should be empha- -

3

sized. jhe first {s the rigor for inclusiom in this investigation (souse certain
or legallyhegtabiiehed) for both- official reports. The‘secoﬁd'is'che rather\.'
narrow time frome from whichodata were available Cabout €ive and ona-half

gears) which prohzbiced Eolloding the oohort to adulthood A/ hird, and uell

anown one, is rhac repuced ca es do not reflecc*the antire poﬁhlation of abuse

anidenrs.

n

buse did occur (ratio of oearly 13 .o 1), a random

Becduse of the inbalancj’becween those reports where o future sbuse was

indicated and those where r#
" .

-' - -
sample of the non-ragbuse ca%es was taken. This subsamole was of like size co

the reabuse number, Analysxs was then conducted on this reduced sample of 620

|

which inoludeq 312 reports %rom metropolitan areas and 310 reports from non«.
metropolitan-areas. i

| ) .

Zero-order and multiple correlation analy&is was conducted between the de-

-

pendent variable of futur: reabuse and the indepeﬁdenc variables. The procedure§

were conducted separacely for the mecropoliravmand non-metropolitan reports as

well as for the pooled sample. Table 3 presents the zero~order_ analysis| gnd ;

~ Tables & 5, and & the muletipie correlation summaries. % ’
. - ‘) - - -1
When inspeoting the statistics in Table 3 on the zero-erder relaﬁjonships.

[}

the innediate reaction is aoting the rather 1ow nagnituée of the test tatistics.

Indeed, none was larger than + .18. ﬂevertheleSs, some ar& SCacistically sig-
nificant and inceresting patterns do emergefu For example, among the %ine )

variahles related to the ibuse incident, Eﬁbo are statistically significant

. _ ."~11L




) 1’&51:5. Zerg-order correlation coefficivats bcm'ui"’en Futurs Ahuse and Independent ‘!ar_'mbles‘- r .

o ' Non=Metro Siate

- 3
F) . -
. Yarfabless . o t Metro Areas Areas ) Toral -
. e . T a2 ‘&% 308 4 620
] Characteristics of the lqcidcnt T
- . ¢ - . .
. Presence of Ongoinq Sr.ress . JAges” T . 10 13es .
: Variety of Oifferent Steasses -04 . 01 01
Financial Stresses . g .02 09
Varfety of Child Snouced § r.re.sses R 2 I Toe 04 .03
Variety of Injuries., - . Al - -~ 10. .01
, variety of inflicting Devices - g3+ Ik A
i feportars Relatics o Child’ i .08 ¥ -5 . -
Multiple Abyse [ncicent . SRR e —erlte -y e el — ‘," T
. llunber of .Parents in tlome - .10 -.03 .04 ’
) Sactal Horkers Handling of Case . . . ’ )
Yarfety of Social Services Provided 97 . . 13+ R T T
¢ Conservat breaness . Sde 163 PSR & 372 2
. Demographic Characteristics of Abused Chiid . L.
Age - N - 134> - - 124
Sex T, =07 . 03 . 02 -
Auce " . =07 =.03 . 06
. < Demographic Characteristits of Abuser, < s e T _
N Age ? . R .03 -.02
. Sex ' - .06 . R F 06
. Aace -.07 -0, T .06
o Relation to "hﬂd R <, 164 - L | SR _o.OB .
.- Abused as a Child .10 . -0 07
v ' emographic Charactarfstics of Hother e -8 .
Age -04 - 185 T
i Educationa] Attainment -, 154+ -.10 =134 o
. * Occupation -04 RN o . Ml ‘.
; ﬁmgraphic Charactaristics of Father . _v ." Lo IR
. Age -.10 " .13 T
- . ) ¢ e .
tSlgniri::am: at .05 ievel of uhance occurrenca . L

"Signifiiant at .01 level of chance ocsurremee o .-

- . ' . ' v - ‘ -

§or the mettongﬁtan reports and ene is_signilicant awmeng the non-metrbpolitinl

reports. Of those showing significance,’ three are stress variables. Stress .
as been a differentiagihg vafia;ie in previous studies‘élstfhguishing abusers.

_ and non-abusers (Serrano, et. al., 1979; Smith and Hapson,'lg?A;.Egeland and
: ,Brunnquell ‘1969; Hunter, et. al., 19?8 Justice and Duncan,I196§§'yynch an&

f
}Roberts, 1977). Findings qf chis-analysis suggest it to be related to the

- -

reabuse phenOmenon in metuopolitan areas as well. - . - .
1 * . v
. The abuse indident variable signiricantly relaced to reabuse in the wa-
é?ropolitan reports ié"*ﬁlcipie abuse. Igce:gstingly, chis is an inverse

!
. ‘/,relationship and tung counter to the findings of Corey:(1375).
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- Both variables on the social worker's handling of the case are related

+

L3

in the non-metropolitan areas and one is related for the metvopolitan area

;epo;tg.' A weak, but significant, relationship is foundwith providing social

setvices. The relationship is counter to expectations in thac the more services

2 B *

fpfovided, th: dore 1ikely 1s the abusé to reoccur. A4 Eos t hoc ewplanation for
L 4
this may_ﬁe that reabuse cases are highiy pathological and providing services

Yig apt'sufficient to’ counter the si¥uation.
. . ) . . 3 Q.S

In the hon-metropolitan aﬁhlysis. four demographic variables were found to

ﬁe si%niiiqgntly related to future reabuse. These'were age of the child {younger

.
-

children are more 1ﬁre1y to‘be reabused), occqpation of the mother (housewife

. role is more-llkaly 1o reabuse), and agedgf earents {7ouoger parents. are’ more

L™ -
Ll L] - . .

L3
-
P | L] -

. - 'y ‘a "
Table 5. “ul tiple correlation Cowfiicient and F-Ratfo uaon u:ter ing St;a-wise aegruswn Zquation.
: trapoliun sample. {n~* 312}. -

‘a
. 5

pu—

- T .

o gan . Hultiple,
: ‘?ﬁablt Correlation - F - Qatfo

L

-

Fipafefal Stresses . .178
Varfety of infiicting Gevices . .236
Hother's acciapafion i * 215
Conservativeness . R 1 A
Mother s Educational Attainment ».330
“-.° Abuser's Reldtion to child ° U}

Agx of Child *
Muteiple Abuse Incident
Sex of dbusad Child™
- Abusgr Abused as a Child ~
Abuser®s Age
Race of Abused Child

‘Reporter's Relatfon to Child

"variety of Injirfes

““Father's Age
Mothér's Age

" Abuser's Sex .

" Sumber of Yarents In Homs
Presence of Opgoing Strass

" Race of Abuser . T

S Varfety of En1d Induced Stresses

o . Kot entered ware Variety of Strassas
[

P

3
PAFullText Provided by ERIC
+




Tables. Hultip!e Correletion Coeffﬂ;it‘ﬂt end F-Ratto upon eutering Step W Mressian Equation
Hon-metropsliten Sacple N = {l&) . '

: B - Hiltiple
Yarleble ;. Correlation

Poth\er's Age
Conservativeness
Variety of $ocial Services Provided
, Hultipte Abuse, Incicent
Variety of [njuries
Sex of Abused Child
Age of Child
" Mother's tducational Attafnment
fzporter's elation 19 Chitd
Age of Abuser
Presence of Ongotng Strass,
Abuser's zelation zo Child
- Xumber ‘of Pardnts in Home
Financial Strassas
Abuser Abused as Chiid
Vartety of Chijd {nduced Strasses
sex of Abuser’ R
Variety of Strasses
Mother's Occupation
Race of Child .
Variety of Infifcting Qevices
1 of Abuser -

NOt entersd.sis—ige of Fatner
) o i *

1iaely :o reabuse) The findings wi*h regard to age of parent//is consistent

with those repor:ed by Holcter and Fre dman (1968 , Lynch and Roberts- (1977)_ and

3 ¥
T.auer. EC» 31 (19?4)- . - 3 .
e - ./'

ﬁmong ths mecropo1ican repor:s, Inverse relatibnshlpa were Eound betwaen, -
{

. reabuse and two demograpnlc variables. educational atté%qment of the mother

and social discance of abusgr. The -gducational relationship is consistegl

wich findings of Hunter (1978).

-

In an effort o explore wmultivariate rclationshfps with future abuse, .
mulciple correla:iou coefficients were computed with future, reabuse -as che
f\\ dependent variable. kThese results, presedted in Tables 4, S, and 6, show most

t ‘

| if/fgﬁxvérianes when encering the stepwise regression equation made a\gignifh

‘tcanc, albélt someuhat snnLL, eontribution to the explanation of reabuse.

14




Table 6. Multlple Correlation Coerficent and F-Ratio for Pooled Sample (N = 620).

Muttiple

Yariadle Correlation

Conservativendss —

. Hother's Education
Age of Child
Presence of Ongoing Stiress
Multipte Rbuse Case -
Yother's Oceupation
_'lariet.'y of Social Services ?rovpided
Abuser's. Relation to Chfld
Father's Age
Age of Abuser
Abuser Abusad 3s Child
Variety of {nflicling Davices
Race of Child
Reporters elation to Caild . .
Finaneial Stresses . 3.37
Yother's Age . 3.12
Number of Parents fn Home . - 390
Sex of Abuser i ) . .oLn
Variety of Injuries:- . ; o 3.54
.Sex of Child ~ ' . - .3'21
face of Asuser_ : . N8 3.07

-~

Lde A R OV R e O D
P R ]

£=
.
3

ot ntared were Yariety of Child induced Stresses and Yariecy of different Stresses

L.

Inspection of the three tables does show some different patternings. Per Haps

useful to’ note, is chac the pooled sample results in a_smaller overall coef__“,.

»!

"ficienc than does either che meL:opolitap or ngn-metropolitan coefficient.

-~

This uay in part ve due to ‘correlating error in chexformer inscances, but the -

o b

. eciology here as well as in the bivariace relacionships seems to suggest scress

|?

as being 3 more imporcanc faccor associated with reabuse in mecropolican areas

l

.than in non-mecropofican areas. In the non-mecropolfcan areas, demographic

-

factors seem to be more potent.

. Since the multiple regression correlation coefficients do show some degree
' qf‘aésociacion, the analysis was carriéd a step furcher. C(ctilizing th regres:'

N *

sion equation from the correlacional analysis, predicted scores were calculated

and plotted. The greatesc differenciating dichotomy was drawn to .assess effic-

- iency of prediction. Tables 7 and .8 present these outcomes. For both settings,

-t

S " . 15 RN
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Taols 7. cCross Clagsification of Att.ral .and Predit.ed Heatuse
) Kon-setropalitan Sampie {4 » 203).

Actual . " Reabusers

Pradicted Reabusers No ! Yes i
L o s of 150 % of 138

L]

Mo ) 64z . 463
YES ) 6%

r

W 1074 W, ps 0L
Percent correct classification = 59% (Z =» 3.16)

. ~

Table 8. Cross Classification of Actual and Predicted aeabuse
Heeropolitan sampie {31 = 222;

AcTyal ‘ fegbusers "

frediciad Jeabusers - Yo tes .
L of 150 y of 132 .

a0 608 . . 314
yes ' 404 593

-

W@ o= 10.21, W, p S 0L, L
Percent correct classification . so: (z 4 333

[

- - - - 1

the 01assitication is statistically significant at the 01 1eve1 as retlacted

in the Chi Square and.Difference of Progﬁrtion tests. H&hever, the prediction

o —

l,_,_-i—f-isronly“miﬁiniliy‘proficient. Furthermore, these t&sts are utilizing the data’

e,

from which the prediction formula was developed. Vhlidstion on an independent ‘
set of cases mest likely would result in even 3reater'error in prediction.
" In sumry, it urust be emphasized tﬁese findings weré ex;\raordinarily ten— - X,

3 ﬁous.- There are several reasons for this in‘addition to the weakness of" the

relationships. The data set, while large, sﬁﬂﬁbeiﬁg¢the population for an
\Mentire state, has inherent reliability limitations. This/;te
' of reporting. Each counFY’has one or more individuals investiga ing reported

A ' ! ©
‘J/incidences. These professionals make different subjective assessments on often

b

incomplete Information on often rather complex events.

o




-

S

"Gonsequem:"ly:_“i:h‘is\.inq_uiry leaves somewhat open ended both. questicus
- .- ] - . '\‘ Toree - - N » . .
.addréssed at the outset. ' To the question "Is there a patterning to reabuse?",

the- answer would'be "yes, but, not .very strong."” To the questiom, "Is the

Fl

- . patterning different between metropolitan and non-metropolitan settings?”,

' 'agaig,' the answer _E;?ﬁé; bl.l.f because of tile amount of unexplained variance,

a— -

. the answer is guarded.” To. the goal-of forecasting, the model deyeloped is

’

only slightly better than chance.




-le- - 7
" References

1975  Alvey, l(e'rby T. "i’reventing Child Abuse.” " dmerican
. .Psychologist. vol. 30. pp. 921-928. .

1979 - Cohn, Ann Harris. "Effective Treatment of Child Abuse
and Neglect." Social ‘Work. Vol. 24. pp. 513-519.

1975 Corey, Eleanor J. Bullerdick; Miller, CarBllL H Widlai:,
- Frederic. "Factors Contributing to Child Abuse." Nursing
- Regearch. Vol Z4. pp. 293-293. ST

1979 Egeland, Byron, and Brunnequell Don "“an At-Risk Approach
.to Child Abuse." Journal of the American Acade_mz of child
Bsychiaery. Vol. 18. pp. 219-235..

1978 Herrenkohl, Roy C.; Herrenkohl, Ellen €.; Newman, Monica;
and Egolf, Brenda. "The Récurrence of Abuse in Child Abusing
Families." Center for Sod:al Research Lehigh University.
Bethlehem, Pa.

1968 Holter. Joan C.; and Friedman, Stanford B. "Child Abuse:
Early Case F:[nd:{ng in” r.he Emergency Department " Pediatrics..
Vol 42. pp. 128-"138 . T '

1978 Hunter, R.8.3 Kilatrom, H; l(rayb:[ll E.; and Loda F. _
"Antecedents of Chfld Abuse and Neglect in Premature Infants:
A.Prospective Study iIn a Newborn Intensive Care Unit."’ :
Pedistrics. Vol. Al. pp. 629«635. .

1976  Justice, Blair, and’ Duncan, David F. 'Life Cris:ts' as a oo
Precursor to Child Abuse." Public Health Regorts vol. 91.
PP. 110-115 : .

- . " %

_-Child Syndrome: Review of 130 Patfents with Controls

7 Padidtrics. Vc)l 5& pp. 67-70¢ - ° w---u\ ,

1977 Lynéh, M.A.§-and, Roberts, J.- "Predicting Child Abue: ' Signs’
of Bonding Failure in the Maternity Hospital." Child Abuse
and Neglec _'l_'b_ International Journal. Vol. 1.-pp. 491.+"

19’7& Lauer, Brian, Broedc, Elsa; and Grossman, MOEes "Battered-

1975 Soeffi’ng, Marylane "Ahused C*L'tldren Are Bxceptional Children."
.. Excegtional Chilg!r vol. az PP- 126-133 .

1979 Serfano, Alberto C.; Zulzer, Margot B.; Howe, Don D.; and
Richard E Reposa.” "Ecology of Abusive and NOnabusive T
Families." Journal of the American Academy of Child Poy-
chiatry. Vvol. 18. PP- 67-75

*

v 1975 ' Smith, Selwyn M. and Hanson, Ruth. "Interpersonal Relat:l.on-; )
: " ghips and Child~Reéaring Practices- in -214 Parents and Bat tered
Children."” British Journal of Psychiatry. - Vol. 127, _pp. 313~
525. ’ ‘a' - o - :
r1| )
s - ° . ;_zr_(l'l' ; ' -
g A . _ . .
’ - ‘18\\-" -~ ‘ ’ . ’
“ +




