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Eilés;l Finally,'autnmétién'has-been proven gfiective iﬁ'facilitatiﬁg,':,;'

i 'uithe ShaflﬁéméfrmatéflaIS betwaen ins 1tutions.' Aﬁﬁéﬁated clrﬂulatlon VoL,
-syStgms have been_the‘fﬁundat;an?for_these-networklﬂg capabllltiesah ‘
’ . . ’ .v> v 1
. "RES? rc harlng aEthitleS supported by E@mputer technulagg are appe cal- . I
1ng ta taday S, llbrarles faciﬁg 1n¢rea51ng demands fcr sefvi - L
6
tlghteniﬁg budgats, and the Uaner31ty of Dklahnma 15 no e ceptloni - i
- - R =3 :
Naturally, same fee that budget ad versity is fD“C“ﬂg the imp ,fect SR i
» _natienal ne twark to emerge as a coherant lntegra%ed hole more :ap;dlyfh _ < ;§,3
‘thanlit.wauld havef-hsd.libraries c@ntinueditq receive the kind of -0 )
- . 7 S - o e R
f;'ancial.suppcrt cf the 1960 s.¢ . Others feel that resource sharing 15L _
bESt v1ewed as an exten SignAparé%etéfs ratheér than & major economic ’
g,savlngs.' In e;ther case ther;mplicatiéns of improved technology. are .
- #r ’ : ‘vi R . o -“4‘ i I ,‘.— ’ .’.‘; ’7'1: , ’ ) ’
apparent. Selecting a flexible and versatile automated.system would
- have "enormous:impact on iﬁéividual'libfary prdceﬁurésfand'prganizatién§ 
in addition to fégilitating.egpénded_piggrams in resource sharin ngg C ~>_£§ 
. In spite of benmefits to be.derived from automating, the decision - .
:‘f.".‘\“x, B C ) ) \\" 1 I' . : . - JU' . - . i V ‘g N
* . "to Jautomate in. these cost conscious times is a difficult one. Will the -
o S o . : : et ; .
L L. o o “ . o ~ s . - : . N ; v vm}}g
LT . added control, the enhanced efficiency and increased speed of circula= ' ‘

ceme gngfmatlon be sufflci, ntly beneficial to justify theﬁeﬁpenditﬁre?
I Wi'l-increased.netwafking pétential bé;faalizéd? If the decision to } ,;w

R augomate is feached what equ1pment w111 be gelacted? s thel%yg;em' : ,
:_ !’ S'lacteagpqrzuffent'@r pf@je;ted potential? Is it po ;ible ta‘as%gréfrf
; hat the Equi;ment will not beioutmaéed iértﬁe ndar futﬁ%e? The éuesé - ) '
,;Dns to be“asked and the daC151DES tD be made. are ;Eny andw-ca 'pllcated .
%,_L ot ‘_ . ) - v K A
: : B ) . . | .
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‘. as the'study progressed *égldzbe discussed and'iﬁéarp ated 1nta the L
T . : - i % & - .
approp 1 te section of the final report. As the work of the Eask‘fbfae : v

progressed, the extreme importance defiExibility and EDﬂStaﬁt revlean

H\‘

$f both the m methodology and “the study findings A_beéamé apparent. In addi-

tloﬁ,‘the task force be came inc 3351ng1y aware of the w1sd of keeping
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I _»sThe results of the ﬂéeds-assessméﬁt raveal d’ the fGllDbiﬁg mlnlmum

requirements, WhlEh were .co ontinually raassessed andfr ‘ined:

®
w

y.a) Cir culatioﬂlgese;ve; On-1line access tascifculatiéngcaﬁtrcl

\‘? 3 P : - i ) :

] - . . '777 ) \ ,,,;‘ 7 , B 11
records is necessary for both the main library aad for brarches. kj

. The system must havé th&<gapacicy to handle reserve and
circulation,; the abiifty to proteet file integrity, and.the capa-

ity to generate G“E§§UE notices and to SICulate fines. The .
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urrent entries plug’flve vears = growth potent%gi
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b) Convetsioqi The process must flﬁ'both the Un%ﬁérslty Libraries' e

— 3

preseéi and prgj’ ted needs. The_matﬁgd Eh@sen Shdﬁld bE'caét—:

beneficial;x R - : '
e o - - R R AL
c) Netwafking: The system must havé c@aperatlye ﬁrtworkln g capa-

bilitie for the purpose of sharing materials and humhn resources.

H #

&

b;li'y plus grdhth

- are prcsent in unmodlflgd\hardwaréi It should -be capable of .inter- - .

12 .
‘these nglGﬁal and nationdl networklﬁg Epefat;ﬂns. OTIS, the

subside. - L e !

) Growth and expanSiOﬂf The system should have the ability to

appllbatla s wifhdut the neaé far repragrammlﬁg or other advarse

’ féaingiwith one of the majar blbllographlg netwarks, e.g., OCLC, . .

. . : - ¢

RLIN,.etc *_E’erglng'ﬁcgal ne WkaS are develuplng with an eye to
\% N o

u

'Dklahcma Teleaommun;gatlans Inte ;1ib,afy staﬁ%, is currently
i

kY

r

'using the DCLC inlerlibraty loan subsy%£em fur th; state network.

'd)fﬁardware: Termlnal utilized should have prav;s;oﬁs by which.” I

4 = "

&

various databases can be aQEESSéd, FQr instance 1f one type of
K . ,

. = . ) : . gg‘ ) v * s » s
terminal has many usks, a pralife&atian of sei v1cé contracts for
varied terminals will. be avoided. Consideration should not be v

t A - : .

limited to mini- 'putar technology iﬁgﬁe
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e) Software: At the present time, industry standard software or

= &
staﬁéégd pfagrammiﬂg 1anguage is €0 nsidered essential2 Once in- %\B

terface capabilities become mDrE sophisticated, this need will
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point three of the eharge: a'ﬁongcanvéntiOﬁal. S

-

access sghem3'fdr“the Library's réscqrées.?‘lhe subccmmlttee WhlEh was

chalreﬂ by the Head cf Catalaglng, wa%,fespan51ble for d132u351ﬁg AACRII

ramifications and an analysis of the’ costs of alternatlvg acc éss'systemgi

The *next step in the study was to camparé the needs éf tHg»Univefsity

: . 1 1 iy . g S :
Libraries with the capabilities and.attributes Df,each'systemgi,Ths_yarf~m_“

S a . ] - e . . RN

- %

iois systems jere aﬁaﬂ"zag according to these needs; broken dawn'by‘thg:
. followding specific points: - . . - S

a) type of C.P.U. used (malnframe, mlnlframe, etc. )

b)' hardware/softwdre utilized - ;

* B . oo _ ) Lt . . - .
¢) hardware/software maintenance: . .
. ‘ . . p '
~d) bragch to branch communications capabilities =~ . ; -
2 = "{‘:‘ . : B

e) a ; allable or prJEctEd subsystems

£) inte:facing capabilities with'campus'iamputer ser§£ﬂeé and. re-
gional networks : ‘ : ‘ u
“In order to evaluate systems according to both their current capa=-
bilities and future potential, a series of charts were devised as a means
af cémparlng SpECiflc system attr;butes. Once comparisons were made? a

"not

=1 =’

'accept % sﬁéssigned to ch system. Charts were pr en;ed in the

final :epéft DﬁIy £@fr$ystgms rated as "acceptable" and "having future

Cifculaﬁian/Reserve Functionsz, Biblio g'aphlc Ad%ess NEEWDFklﬂg; ‘and

& - -

Maﬁagemant Infg,””t n; ' \ \ o , o .

All of the sys stems 1nve5t1gated were cmmmerc ially }'ailabla w;th the
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' exception of one systemillhe in-house system at a major university was, .
H{ -“alsé_giyén ccnsideraticn. The in-house system offered several 1deésiand; o :
= ) ) I Ce - : A
:éféreﬁée points fo:igystem écmpariéqn. ) '
ﬂ=:f?!—~“ﬁ"~Iﬁfqrﬁatigngfar'ratiﬁg aﬁd'aﬂélyzing the various Systgmé'was gathered
‘ in a numbefed'cf ways? The committee és a %hclg made Se%e:al site viéi:s
. B . ; ;
to places whlch had an 1nstallatlan in oper tan.- Repcttsg internal dcc—_-
© ' uments and consultant s papérs pradu ed ?y an® for other institutions
o supﬁlled"aadigigﬁéi in farmaéiéﬁ.frThé VEﬂdeSVQEfé hélpfﬁl al::out;upplrylrﬁéi '
list; of 1ibraries ﬁurréqtly3usiﬁg thgir'system, in addition to providing J9} :%’
(Qtﬁér infqrmatiéné as ?eq ested. 'Severa; user co néacté were especially
" helpful. :?‘ ‘
Gcnvergi@n”iﬁformééiaﬁ wgsigcre difficult to gather.- Bibli gfaghic
daﬁabage véndars,;laéai‘cénééftia-and ccﬁpaﬁies Spezlallzlng in conversién -

and data entry supplied cost i ﬁfomﬁthﬂ.l~ThDSE 1ibrari§s who have under-

gone the conversion process have providéd very useful infarmaticn;

From the beginning the committee d;d not . attempt to ChDGSE one . ..

specific system. Instead it eliminated from consideration those systems -

the University of

i

which presently neither satisfy the requirements of

Oklahoma Libraries. nor show thentl al for future satisfaction. Systems

awhich_wére,designatéd'as having future potential, but were not harket
° & . 7 ‘_ . s j :
tested were very difficult to evaluate. On the other hand, it was much

less difficult tb evaluate éystems which were ?Stablisgédxin an environ-

ment similar to the University of Oklahoma. -

¢« In dev 1Dp1ng criteria for evaluatlgﬁ, the committee was careful to

| construct a method which would permit a further definition of needs. After

i
needs were assessed and thions reviewed, the evaluation of the systems”
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‘ was,simpiified. In retfospect _the ‘key to-the en ntire Study was the.

. ‘realization that needs mu@ﬁfhe establishéd Frior‘;o.any,éiséugsioﬁ of
‘systém qualétiés. Lﬁfis'impartént.tc'kngw what basiaéﬂa:é required of.
- a system befare makihg site v151ts or talking with vaﬁdors. DDQE the =
~ < . S
-« basi s are establlsh d, site visits. furthér fEFdEfiné these’ ﬁEEdS. At
. ) & a0 e "; ) o s .

this point disguﬁsiaﬁ‘with’vendars concerning spe f ic gystem capaﬁilitiés
can prove most beneficial. Using this method, the task farce accqmp ished

or the eventu al'féaligatién

mucﬁaof Ehé'prelimiﬁary investigatién ﬁegdeﬁ_f
, E ) -
of an 1ntagrated access system for the: UH;VE ty- Df Dklahama lerarles.
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.. s BYSTEME
» " The 1mméd;até and future needs of the University of
- Oklahoma Libraries are presented graphically in tke
* , following charts. Systems were rated as:
i _ ‘ ) ;‘f o
. — Acceptable -
— Systems having future potential
b ~ |
"Unacceptable" systems are not represented in charts.
An "x" indicates that the system provides the capa- 7
bility in question; and "o" that it does. not. A "7"
signifies that .we are currently unsure. The charts
should be studied with regard to keeping the widest
possible array of opportunities open for the future,
- Initially, the system will be required to handle

circulation and reserve functions. Flans are for
the system to eventually be expanded into a total .
library system and this anticipated expansion is
reflected in the charts.
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