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. This report, based on statisti gathered"f(bm the .
A first statewide census of Illinois public gec ndary school course s
T offerings, enrollments, and cocurricular ac;igities, focuses on - T
~ English language arts courses. Rmorng "the highlights from the report
- are the following' (1 Illineis: junior ;ng/senior high schools

typically rely on general, grade specif c tourses to provide : o
\1nstruction in English- language arts; 2) "in-senior high schools, 50%
- of all enzollments are in grade, speci/ic courses, witkl’ courses in -,

literature, writing and reading accounting for ‘an additional U43% of |

_enrollments in English courses: (3).‘'speech and theatre courses -

‘account for 12% of all enrollments in~ English course's; and (4) the

- data suggest that Illinois junior and- senior high schaols need to.

undertake more-extensive efforts in. remedial work in English in. L

literary and theéatrical studies, and in advanced studies in English

if the goals of the state board of education "are to be realized. The

' report also d*scusses%the state boérd of education's goals and

policies in the areas’ of reading and writing, gifted education, and
: arts in educatiog. the future for English rricpla in Illinois
ot secondary school8: a corparison of state and fiationdl survey data
’ " (the -latter drawn 'from -Arthur N. Applebee's "Survey. of Teaching
‘Conditions in English"): and hypotheses for further research. The */,

census data in tabular form- are appended. (AEA) T
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In 1977 the 1111no1s State Board of Educat1on in cooperat1on w1th the §§e '

1111n01s Assoc1at1on for Superv1s1on and Curr1cu1uq}Development conducted a }z/{?_

L

. e

Census of Secondary Schoo] Gourse 0ffer1ngs, Enro]]ments, and Cocurr1cu1ar ’-%x =

ACt1V1tieS- Th1$ was the f1rst such statew1de census of basic curr1cula///,“7~»

_ data in 1111no1s. The Census’ was deSTQned to produce normat1ve ~data“ rel
"~ tive to offer1ngs and enro]]ments in 1111no1s pub11c secondary schoo]s and
to estab11sh a source of 1nformat1on on- secondary school curr1cu1um at the o
peak of pub11c h]gh schoo] enro]]ment 5 i;; “L7:- ' : "'?ﬂ B

The Census proaect was conducted and the genera] reporﬁfwas wr1tten by
- .

| Dr. W1111am L. Humm, Research Sc1ent1st Research and Stat1st1cs Sect1on, f\'

-8

\~_3 Program Approval 1111no1s State Bo%rd of Educat1on and ed1ted ~ D Hummﬂy/{: ‘

A . N

A
1111no1s State Board of Educat1on. Th1s Spec1a1 report on - Eng]1§h Language f “ﬂh

l

|

Arts -was wr1tten by Dr Lawrence D Freeman, Manager, TeaCher E_,catton and

r
v c P L
- It 1s based on stat1st1cs from tta Census proaect. - s N
i . " e -
~tL : 0bservat1ons and conc]us1ons in th 3 report are those € eowmtTETam L
datnot necessar11y represent p- <fes o v1ews of the T el ueme oied s |
2 o of-EdUcat]Qn or-the State,Suug\~_;ux:nL' Educat1on.'
i . 3 2 3 gkaspr N wron1n | |
e L, =r1ntendent o
{ / ‘3. N
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.5) Enro]]ment patterns by sex 1nd1cate t at more fema]es than ma]es enroll!

S
&
0

'\: . o o ,.,4;',, C

1) 1111no1s Junaor and senior. h1gh schoo]s typ1ca17y rely on, genera], gradea,?}

spec1f1c courses to prov1de 1nstruct1on in. Eng]1sh-_anguage{Arts.‘bz

J

2) In Jun1or h{gh schoo]s, students typ1ca11y tahe two cours%s--a general

course and. a course in read1ng.. AP

- '7’,,. —.r, : . -
o . : /.1-,,-,. ﬁ,

3) In sen1or h1gh schoo]s, 50% of all enrol]ments are in grade spec1f1c

-/ courses; courses in Tliterature, wri 1ng and read1ng account for an. -

add1t1ona1 43% of enro]]ments 1n Eng]1s courses..g.iijﬁ

J'

,4) Speech and theatre courses account for on1y 12% of - a11 enrol]ments 1n :

Eng11sh courses. : - : : , @ _

"}

in- "honors* or: "advanced“’Eng]1sh courses and in bus1ness Engl1sh._ Morei

males than - females are enro]]ed in. remed1a1 courses, and - coursesi,

focus1ng on medfa. 3 , s e ST |
. . e . -,‘ R ‘ L e . .
t6) The data . suggest though not conc]us1ve1y, ‘that I]l1no1s junior anJ

~senior high schools need -to -undertake more extensive efforts ‘in:remedial
work in Eng]1sh -in 11terary .and.. ‘theatrical 'studies; . and . advanced

studies -in Eng]1sh, 1f the.. goa1s~of the State Board of Educat1on are to ,5‘
~«  be rea11zed I - ,4‘. AR o M

wa_ S e

;‘ﬁhese data “do | not ‘provnde the basis for 'the - assessment of EngT1sh
curricula in: I]]1no1s secondary schools: 51nce the census only co]lected'
‘ course t1tles not descr1pt1ons of course content ; .

7)

"8) Perhaps the most SUrpr1s1ng fwndlngs ‘were (1) the’ relat1veescarc1ty of -
. courses focused ‘'on expoes.itory writing; and (2).'the virtual- absence c*¥

courses devoted togthe study of - the structure of the English 1anguage.
i &

.:‘fg)’ Because of the. 1ack of prev1ous data, no trends can be,documented

"+ cannot be _determqned for . instance if the apparent’ re11ance on *he
. elective system in- senlor high ~schools - is. dec]1n1ng, 1ncreas1ng, or
: ma1nta1n1ng 1tse1f ' SR PR : :
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e be respondents under/the genera

)

. include providing such a course &

*Eng]1sh Language Arts Cour;e 0ffer1ngs Report o
. 2 G L _/’. . ]_976 7 R

A : g ”/ S L M
Th1s report is based ‘on I]11no1s CenéUS/of Secondary Schoo] Course 0ffer1ngs'

d1mens1ons, th1s report focuses/ spec1f1ca11y on, /the data regard1ng
"Eng11sh CUEP A ok ik

7

/ [ . <' . g X . _/ ’
/term //Engl1shh efers to those courses reported

head1ng of English Language Arts. . There
~has "been. no. ‘attempt ta” recategon1ze ‘courses under any prior definition of

' English.: Inspect1on of the data suggests that ‘the courses reported under
this head1ng' are "those coming: u the - Jur1sd1ct1on of- departments,

As*used in’ th1s redortgz 16

¢ pro S .or. groups of/'Faculty referr Yto. in. a- 'school as “Eng]1sh.“ The

‘f/ and . Enro11mentsL71976 777 .General: Report/prepared in-{1978. by the Research
.-and Statistics . Sectionv of’ ‘the 1111n01s State :Board of Educat1on. "While the.
“.General Report described curr1cu1um “and” enrollment trends along . several”

<

data: revea1 “For, 1nstance, ‘that courses apparent1y comparab]e/tn content are -

reported under other ‘curricular headrngs .For instance; Teathing of .English -,

as a<Second Lanuage is reported under” Fore1gn L-anguages;" oﬁer 100 courses in

B bus1ne$s English are: reported under. the genera] head1ng of Business; and

“over--300 ‘English . ‘courses.- and 24 re=d1ng »and commun1cat1on courses are .

reborted -under Special’ Educat1on. !’ Bazause Eng11sh ~course offer1ngs are-

-extensive “and. ‘the /titles’ of courSec unstandardized, s grouping of -eourse

t1t1es into var1ous categor1es was" nere ;sary. for, ‘purposes. of analysis. In.

- the: appropr1ate category for some courc=Es, about. 150 instances, course
t1t1es were not amenable- to, catego*'“1n~ an were grouped together under
"Other .English." While the ass1gnme~: of 4d spec1f1c course to a catagory
might be challenged,, it is assumed “c- rurposes of this analysis that even
*if all quest1onab1e/Judgﬁents were <-vmmes.s, the number of .courses .involvec
is not suff1c1ent to d1 tort the 96“”1' craracter of the data. - :

spec1f1c 1nstances ~this process invz ivad - co;;}derable Judgment concern1ng

All schoo]s 1n~I]11no1s e requ,r?; o 4r3v1de “coord1na.ed and superv1sed”

courses of study in. z number./of ar=as dincluding English "Language Aris.

Requirements for elementary schoc s wnic* apply to: "junior high schools”
& otuc. in "Language Arts, Reading anc

Other -Communication “Skills.™ Hif :-ho:'s aré required to “provide &
" cébmprehensive. curriculum®: “ncludinc® .arg.z: Arts. - Minimal high schooi -
graduat1on requ1rements e-tau’1ch ad £ Tz et 2'mandate:that:: ’ o

In a four year h1gh szhoo’, thre: s (of 16) sha]] be in Languac =
Arts and in a//three e hwgh ;cnu:' two units (of 12) .shall be in
Language Arts, In=izher insta n:e :mphasis shall be on r d1ng and
E wr1t1ng sk111s wh11e ore-F:1f ur ba 1n_pra1 communc1at1o
* These requ1re ents are t:qe ros - =31 = Yor any: curr1cu1ar area_and r o
in numerous EZg]1sh course cfferi n iinois: secondary schoolsf%ffffssu\
These requ1rements are impiapen o 8 wide var1ety .of ways by the" Jun1or\
and sen1or high schools -cluded i =e census. Over 300 course titles in
Eng]ish Language Arts 2=a renorte” This diversity of ~course  offerings

'“)‘.

-
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_courses cowst-*uta ~or-thly 1/4 of ‘the "typical "junior. high school's 3¢ - c
“course of“er’ "5 3 proportion: is. held to, -almost w1thoui eff~r. 0
schoo” size . 7~ =zdian.” At the 75th »oercentile, the propor: of
Englis: coursex :s; -2as.=5 as size increases. The rangé of - the propor o of
Englis. to al” cemic courses isfrom approximately 18% to 50%. Siz- w2
~not s-=m it : - in7luential var1ab1e, rather this fluctuation . -ore
probat y ac.i T For by vary1ng lengths of courses. These data ..czest
‘that .ngi:sh a2 Arts TS ass1gned a high pr1or1ty 1n Jjunic  migh

curricila = ‘ , )
Ay
(See ~ab!
The da® " :izh  ‘hool English. course offerings revead a -considerably
differ.- .. onsi - between size and number of cqurses offered. If’ the -

~media- :zo2n tc represent. the typ1ca1 school, schools with. 500-999 .
studert: - Fer :etwe~s 25 and 33% more English courses than those schools -
with Jcw=. “Tmenzs.  Schools with 1,000 or more students offer between

. 25% mc e ~sr tw-ze as many. courses as those withilower enrollments.
Some zist -« in i1ese patterns :may - be - due tgﬁ a hlgHEr proportion of.

' shorter :. --:c in larger séhools. At the’: same  time, grade Tlevel
organization :: ' slichtly inFluence the data, since 93% of all schools
encompassing - des 7-12 have less than 500 students, and 72% of the three
year high sc' ' 5 have enro11ments exceed1ng 1, 000 ‘ ‘o )

“(See Table I:. _ S .,

P . e L. : .

| These 1nstruct1ons indicate that dat

appears to ref]ect d1fferences in s1ze,;compo§111on of student ‘bodiess and

b commun1t1es ifi which schools are. located. " In- somes 1nstances,-1t appeaqs

“that d1vers1ty is . enhanced by some - schools*’ of ‘mgdest Size - exp]or1ng
d1fferent ways- of organizing the Eng11sh Language Arts curr1bu1um. , -

the instructions .given respondents’ fpr filling out  the reporting forms.

The*tota1 number of ‘courses reported- ;g Eng11sh Language Arts is affected by |

schools, were asked to "report data“” on1y for those courses wh1ch would be
identified on , a ‘student's transcr1pt e.g., ‘'mini-courses’. should  be’

_ reported {mly 1f such, courses are jdentified on a student’'s transcr1pt v As’ -
‘a resu]t of these 1nstruct1ons and curricular -pattérns in the . report1ng -

schools, the list of course titles includes courses ‘that'vary extens1ve1y in
length of t1me. In IT1inois high schools, 45% of all:English courses are a
full -year in length, 44% are one-half year, and about 10% are:a quarter. or

trimester in length.. At the Jun1or high level, the percentage of -fulls year. { .

courses is much higher (79 7%)," with the remainder .almost evenly-éplit,

- : :_‘/- st

&

If. the m=d1an ws taken as typ1ca1 the number of Eng11sh courses offere 55
junior High schocls is not apprec1ab1y affected by size. Even at the >t
percent Te. size does not create-a dramatic effect {Table I). These Er: i

are to Be reported "for all courses" .
"for ‘which credit and/or grades -(including’ pass/fail) -are given." ‘High -

A

[T

. e

. between courses oné-half year or- a quarter in length. These fats compe1.w;mh'
i caut1on witen attempt1ng to genera11ze about‘Eng11sh "courses.“~ o
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L ., When the number of English.course offerings is compared with all academic - .
N _ " ‘course offerings, the English coursé offerfngs of .the typical high school
.. approximate 30% of all academic course offerinys regardless of size. - The

. same proportign holds -at the- 75th percentile, again-regardless of size. At

the 25th percentile, the proportion:falls below 25% -only.in school: with

.~ fewer than 200 students, but in no case exceeds 30%. These data inicate

- -that between 25 and 30% of all academic course offerings.are accounted for

;f " by English. Again, it ‘is necessary in making these -omparisions to note the.
‘ . distortion  caused by the fact that the Towest percentage of . “ul’ year
v .. courses * occurs 1in English. Finally, -these proportions may w. = b2
“infiluenced by the extensive -number of curricular arezs, =2.g. -e=ding,
'speech, Titerature, that are grouped under English.. - -
_((§ee Table V) 7 = Vo
- Course enrollment ~data provide a means of assessir trz =»to
these coursé .of“erings are available to students & . "m»: . - o
_ that gppear tc represent the typical course c- = :xz: in ub SRS S
"receive Engl“= ‘“1struétion. At the "Junior k-zi Tevel, v Rl .al
schools rs ~ 57 rrzld8 speci®ic English Language Arts :ourses “gyide:
instruc*ior - - - zreas. OJver 90% of all junior high schoo’s - . sucii
‘coueses =t =r: . =nd 8th crade levels, and thes accou't for a o« zmely-
high.p=—zentag-. 7 schools' students. : '
‘In  joni  ~fgi 0 o zhools,. grgde specific* courses are most ~“r sently -
.supr T=mer ~~-ing courses, a.high percentage of which ar  r uired
- whe offzrern - - .school. -While smaller: schools do .not ten- t- offer
, (Spe - course: o -equently as larger’ schools, <hose undar 200 :7rc -ments
. 0f7=-1mg such .zs enroll pver 2/3 of their students <in them; sch:~1s of
. -ovar _,000 zo - - ‘equire such courses even if offered. anc enrol les: than
~ 15 off their st -ats in them/ ' : o :
”ﬁgg?f (D22 Table V) X N R P T
*“ <. Sim.ier analysis of data for high schools reveals that grace coecific
;97 courses are the most frequently reported courses (Table VI). The = data
<¥%7 7 reveal that regardless of size, over 2/3 of’ the- high schools ~ffe  grade
~~ - _.specific courses at the 9th and 10th grade levels. The frequercy .7 Sucs

course. offerings at the 11th and 12th grade levels is not significantly
‘different at <he extremes of -enrollment. The significant differences appear

- in the size range 1,000-1,699 which accounts-for about 14% of z11 I Tlinois

. " high schools and enrolls about 20% of alT students. As Table VI inc-cates,
this' phenomenon cannot be accounted for by graduation requirements; students

, appear to elect such courses, particularly at the 12th grade Tevel. ' \

(See' Table VI) | | e s
At the same time, grade specific courses are reported as the most freguently |
. required courses. In addition to these courses, schools most frequently

¢ " " require _speech; the- range across size categories is 10-25%. Only in the
enrollment category. §500-999, do 10% of the schools require a writing
course. . - . SRR o B o - :
(See Table VII) = - R R

w '

\)‘ . ) ‘ , - \
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! ~ Examination  of . the' data regarding required courses by community type
~ -7 7 indicates. pronounced-differencas, particularly in the percentage of schogls
requiring grade specific Engli sh courses? The data regarding these courses:
indicate that in general, if 2 grade -specific course at the ninth, tenth,
~and eleventh grade® Tevel is of "°rad by a school, excent in the centra] ”ity, )
- it is required -in :at least ™% .»% e :ases$ : -

+

ot

(See Table VIII) -

" An examinition of other dat: aves ot permit ’gene‘:1izatioos about: the
‘Baglish  courses typically tuken o .high schoc' siudents ‘to’ fuifill

requdrements. Aside from graze spcx~’ic courses, only .speech and American
literature courses-are specif ~211: equ1red by _I or more of tkz high
o - schools in d1ffer1ng‘k1nds of _ommuriTies. Eighte=r - 20%- of sucu":am and
independent city schools requ > a ‘course in speezh; 7%° of rurzi ::nools

r ‘require’ sqch a coyrse. FEigr:zog percent of the -ubu-ban schoois require
~American Literature. . , .

_f;f*%%".‘- The . data :regarding‘ specif .  wurse 'requirements s ggest that stusents
B - fulfill state mandated graz.a’ .c7i requirements in : i “de variety of ways.
- Except for. rural high schor™: & significant percerta‘: of schoo?s rely on

systens ther than requirin: szac fic courses.

'Enrol1ment patterns in ve ‘ous zourses revea1 bo:: :ne differences. among
requiréments and course c-*-—ings at the junior ar senior high school

1eve1s and reveal those arez: which a=tract most high ~chool students (Table.

: L IX). o IF enro11ments.ref1ec. both reguirements and §tudent choice, reading
- . decreases - in importance "at the high school- level; writing becomes more _
K ’ important at the high schocl level; Titerature enroTTments are seven times-
those in theatre and a1most three t1mes thosein speech. N

::(See Table IX) o o " 3 -

7 ' ' ' :
When female and male’ enro]]ment patterns in the: var1ous course categor1es .
~ are examined, in most categories, there is a difference of less than 1%
-. between the percentage of males and femaleés in the. schools- enrolled in a
course. . In' schools %ffering Business English, over 6% more females are

enrolled’in business English than males; over 3% more males than females are - -

' enro11ed in remedial English and remed1a1 communication, while over 3% more

- female than . males are ‘enrolled’ in "Honors" Eng11sh - If most .of the

“remaining courses are regarded as e1ect1ves males tend to -enroll more
frequent]y ‘than females in sc1ence f1ct1on mass communication and media
cours o : . . _ o _

- ‘ . :
i s e

. - ) . [ . . .
%" Females tend to enroll more- frequently Cin’ poetry, ethnic 11terature
- creative wr1t1ng and theatre courses, . These results are.perhaps expected
. - given what is known about sex-associated  difference$ in. verbal facility.
~ Yet it should be noted that differences in male and female enrollments were
'~ “less than 1% in“two-thirds of the 55 course categories. And. with two
. except1ons no- single category in which differences do appear enrolls more
- 5. than 10% of ‘the students’ schools - offering such courses. ' The two
TR except1ons are remed1a1 communr?at1ons and honors Eng11sh Co

(See Iab]e X)
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State Board of Education Goa]s and Po]1c1es

The course: census data for Eng11sh Language Arts can 111um1nate “the current

efforts of public secondary schools in areas -in. which -the State Bodrd of

Education has adopted specific policies  and -goals. These . areas are:
'~1mprov1ng reading and literacy, remedial education; 'gifted education, and

arts in education. Because the census is based ‘on course:tfitles and because
work in these areas mdy be .subsumed under other titles,.-no definitive

“conclusions can be drawn. General indications of school: efforts in these

. ,areas can, however, be drawn from the data.

Reading and Wr1t1ng e | e T S

The State Board of Educat1on has ‘adopted a goa] in the area ofimprowing
read1ng and-1iteracy. This goal states: "Every school system should assure
its’ community that students are prepared to Tleave .the. schooﬂs with the

ability to.redad and-communicate effectively." - The goal cont1nues, “Every - -

community . should provide programs to assure every citizen's right to read." -

As noted prev1ous1y, reading as a distinct course appears more frequent]y in 2
junior than in senior high schools, whereas remedial reading courses_appear .

more frequent]y in high schools. The area of remedial reading is discussed

" bélow. - The Board goal addresses not only read1ng, but effective

communication. Relatively féw hig schools: of fer wrftmg‘coursesQ and fewer

~_ require them. Virtually -all sghools offer work in some form of .oral
- communication. Review of these data_does not‘permit,generalizations ‘dbout

secondary efforts in developing . reading and ‘writing skills, . primarity

becayse of the extensive reliance on grade spec1f1c courses. With the .

- 'information at hand, ‘it -appears :that this Board goal is primarily addressed

through grade specific. courses.. and "speech" -courses at the senior high

~level,, although some h1gh schoo]s offer courses spec1f1ca11y in writing and |

read1ng. <

-

- The poligy pos1t1on the State Board of Educat1on adopted concern1ng remed1a1

education acknowledges that while, every person at the same -age level should
not be expected .to demonstrate the same level of~ competeﬁcy, the school
system should he]p each person develop to his aximum capacity as rapidly as

o possible. Based .on - this assumption, the Board calls for - early

LVVCOUrses are clea
to * provide, such - assistance. The category of courses = labelléd -

identification of prob]ems in skill development and development of programs
to correct these prob]ems? As a result of these efforts at the K-12 level,

‘the Board foresees the possibility of post secondary 1nst1tut1ons redut1ng\ B
- their efforts in. remed1a1 education. . ' u

?

The data generated by the' course census do-not per 1t unqua11f1ed statements :
. about- secondary ;ﬁ hool  remedial efforts in areas relevant to English.. Some -
y

labelled “"remedial." Others may or may not be idtende

"developmental" may ,or may not, depending on the.meaning attributed to th
term by a particular school. Further, it. is unclear: . (1) to what extent

courses with other titles are, ‘in fact, oriented to remed1at1on” and (2) to

what™ extent.  courses labelled “nemed1a1" “enroll students ‘with learnjng
hand1caps - It is not ‘possible to draw- a clear distinction betwWeen students

served in "remedial" Eng11sh -courses’ ‘and- in the 312 Eng]1sh and 24

Reading- Language Arts Courses listed under .Sp &cial Educatfb With all of -
these cautions in mind, the . data fgr courses already ﬂabe]]ed "remed1a1“ and

“"1nd1v1dua11zed read1ng"1can be examined. - - - RN o
' 5 N FER
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The data for Jun1oF high- schooIs (wh1ch do not 1nc1ude any data concern1ng

~ 7-8 graders in Chicago) indicate that 7.6% offer courses in remedial English

and 33% offer courses -in remedial. reading. In the schopls offering these

" courses,. over ‘9% of the schools' enrbliments are enrolled in remedial

English and ‘bver 12% are enrolled - in remedial read1ng. 0f .the- schools
offer1ng work in these areas, most: are suburban. OnIy 3 .of 29 centrdl city
junior high schools. and only 1 of 104 rural-schools offe? remedial Eng11sh

¢ A higher number of junior high schools offer remedial read1ng, but in none

of - the community categories do more ‘than 44% of the Jun1or h1gh schools. .
offer such a course. ‘While it is poss1b1e that ‘the remaining - junior high™”

schools address ‘ student' S. difficulties in English and read1ng in ways. other

than courses bearing these titles,. it appears that there “is substantan -

- ~-progreds ‘to be made at the junior h1gh 'school level if the Board $ policy on

_remedial education is to .be realized in .reading and English. If -we assume

' ‘that on a state-wide bas1s,“ the- percentage of students needing work in,

o 8

remed1a1 Eng11sh and reading remains :-constant, we could assume that over
16,0005 junior high .students (exclusive of . Ch1cago students§

from work Jn both—remed1a1 Eng11sh and remed1a1 read1ng.
Insofar as course offerings. are a measure of schooI ‘effort to address the
needs of students exper1enc1ng,p1ff1cu1t1es in -reading and EngI sh, high
schools iappear to. be making ‘a’ more consistent effort than junior high
schools. |- Table "XI displays the . information concerning  cour3es. \Iabeﬂegh

- "remedial" ‘and . "1ndJV1duaI1zed" offered by h1gh schools Iocated in variou

k1nds of commun1t1es.

__(see TabTe A1) SooE T T T '
" When data for the t@o read1ng areas are aggregated the foIIowang resuIts
appear: . c .
. ' b ‘ . o &
, g Centra] City Suburb vIndgpendent City Rural -
{ ) -~ ' Y b
‘ %fof Schoo]s . e R i
0ffer1ng 'gb 74.7% ’59 2% - 21.8% * 18.5% -

¢

Three aIternat1ve epranat1ons of these data are poss1b]e . S S

1. The 1nc1dence of students needing work in remedial read1ng is much

o h1gher 1n centraI c1ty and suburban h1gh sthooIs, % _
o 2. Independent c1ty and rura] high schools respond t:qj:¥¥1cu1t1es in

: read1ng through mechanisms other than courses ‘labelled "remed1a1‘

read1gg" or’"1nd1v1dua11zed" reading; or

'3; Independent c1ty and ruraI schooIs are not meet1ng the&heeds k?
- students in the area'of reading asﬂextens1ve1y as centraI c1ty and
suburban schooIs ' _ v

would profit |

v °

~—
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. TEA first exp]anat1on does not appear to be \acceptable - When rural and
‘ depéndent city districts do offer the courses .in read1ng, about 6-9% of L

their students are enrolled in such courses. The- acceptab111ty of the other
two exp]anat1ons cannot be tested with available data.

~Even though the remedial efforts of~ suburban anﬁ:centna] city h1gh schools .
are more extensive .than those of. other kinds of high sghools, the, data .

suggest that- further efforts may be_ needed in remedial areas.” In central '
.city high schools ~offering .remedial -reading,. over. 9% of the students ‘are
~enrolled in such courses; yet these schools account for approximately 72% of
all students in ‘schools surveyed. If ‘student¥ in such schools need
~ instruction. in remed1a1.read1ng and are not gett1ng it because of an}absence
of offerings in this 'area, approximately 5,400 students: with reading
Jproblems are not being adequate]y addressed. If the same assumpt1ons are
followed for: suburban schools, approximately 6,500 students are ngt being

v . served as needed,- The results are about 6,800 in rural schools and 3,500 in-

) independent- city schools. Aggregated th1s means that over 22,000 students.

or, more than 3% of all students;may not be rece1v1ng -néeded work in remedial /

read1ng . _ , ¢

. . . . . ‘ .

i Wh11e the resu]ts of this: ex£h1nat1on are: specu]at1ve for the reasons:
outlined above, further' examination of the efforts of ‘schools;: particularly
Junior h1gh schools, needs ‘to be undertaken to determ1ne the - necessary .

- efforts in reTed1a1 work. R . . - -

Gifted- Education - ~g _

P 3

', :
The State  Board has adopted a po]1cy regard1ng gifted educat1on thatv .
encourages schools to develop programs for students gifted-and talented
‘either_in general intellectual ability or in some specific area. The _

- -efforts secondary ‘schools to respond to such. students have varied }

)

extensively in form. For this reason and others, the census- data do not
permit development of a clear picture of--how secondary schools are
v réspondipg through Eng11sh courses, to gifted and talented students. It is
- possibl€ however to make some observation about course work norma]]y pursued -
by ™Madvanced" if not "g1fted" students. At the junior high level, few.
schools offer courses norm3 1y reserved for advanced students. Six schoo]s
offer courses 1abe11ed "honors" or jadyanced." High schools provide more of
these courses. Some/fgffer- courses 1abe11ed Msemjnar," "workshop" or¢
~ "advanced."  OtHers 7 offer "honors" courses. Stil1 others provide.
_"independent study", and the highest number .offer work in college level:
English. JIf we assume no school offers courses in more than one, of these -
areas, ightly over 40% of high schools offew advanced work; these ‘schools. \\-
enrol}$almost 65% of high school students. -About 35% of a11 I11inois h1gh N
schpo1® students attend ‘schools. that . do not offer such advanced.study in,’
Eng\ish. The data on_enrollments in these courses suggest that about 5% of
all Students would be  in them:if they were available; on this assumption,
almost\ 12,000 students in I1linois could benefit, from ‘but do not have such °

an opp tun1ty ' N

)

©
~
)
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. Wwhen all “fodr course categories are aggregated for schools by community -
.. " type, 83% of the rural. schools, all central city..schools, over 35% of the-f
- independent city ;schools gnd 46% of the su urban schools offer courses in.

this “area. These extremely -tentative resu tsf|nee:$imore testing lagainst

- other k<ipds of data. - i . ,

Arts in Education . A ' o
o X - : » % g | <
A third area -in, which the State Board has developed policy focuses on arts ¢

ip education. This Bpard action, noted that. an- appreciation of the arts can
{cpntrﬁbute to -the quality of dindividual .and societal 1ife,  but ‘that
. -'"I11ifdis schools have an expressed need for maintaining quality, programs ia—,

7 the present era of dectining human and material resources." At Tleast-two

* areas--literature \arid theatre--traditionrally falling within -the boundaries .

of "English Langyagé Arts" appear rele¥ant to this Board action. ~

Because of tfie large pnéﬁ;ftion'of g}adé'speéific and: other courses which
~may tnvolve study of7.Tjterary Qprms, Jjt is not. possible to develop an

‘ urate statement cpncgpg#ngjthe extent students study-literary matters “at
-4)//%ﬁg high school level, ‘nor R¥

ven the number ‘of high schoods offering courses.
-. /£ in this area.- It is possible,. fqwever, to” calculate the number of students
+7 -enrolled in-courses devoted exclusi%ely to.literature. The results of these
._‘calculations indicate that. literatureé\tourses account’ for. about 21% of all
—~-_aprel TMents in English, . By N s T T

'y

k]

. .

N VNN J : — - . , . i ’“‘ " - . o
3. secondary schpols offer courses “in a._pumber of areas’ ﬁg}atedf to
% . These .courses':'include areas- gich .4s “acting, jramat¥ 1#terature,

jJction, 'as well as general cour¥és in theatre or.drama., Enrollments

’ exreTated courses faEFOUDEéfﬁsg -about <3% of “all English -Landuage’ =
}§(§¢;Hath the junior ard Seni r.higgfschbql/ieveﬂs..f | S

A ﬁ%£‘$€%ool level, the most’ frequentTy.reported doursé offering is.a
. geheradfcdlirse in .theatre or drama. - About -one-third of, all ‘high schools
_ offe?'s i a course, When d?fereq,~an average of about 3%,of‘the;schoqlts:
., 5 = students -enroll in the® course. About 12%°of a]]Lhighé§;hﬂUT§70ffer.courses
“ = " in dramatic literature or Shakespeare;-it is impossib1€,to determine whether
‘these ceurses -approah’ this "literat from a. literary ‘or  theatrical
- ¢ perspective. Finally, some’ high schooly offer more technical courses in the
-areas of acting (9%) and productjion (14;;T\;\ i o o
. . _ o o R T (o
. If we assume that those schools offering courses’ in acting and production
also offer a basic theatre or drama ¢ourse, it appears probable that in 60
to 100 schogks more than one .course in theatre (exclusive of dramatic - .. -
, literature). fis)offered.” Alternatively, of the'230 schools offering. theatre :«
.. or drama it appears that between 130-170 schools offer only one such
_ course. Finally, ' tf it is assumed that theatre or drama courses” and those
. in dramatic literature or Shakesr~-e are basic theatre.courses, and if the
v data for—these two courses’ is’ acr=jat&e,  less than'half_of 'all high schools

r * serving ' about 60% of high ‘school students ‘offer such courses. . Based on

- these admittedly challengeable assumptions, it would ‘appear that
o approximately 40% of all high school students do not have ‘access tocourses
- - o bv.’_ N ) . » /‘ ‘ . . m .._.-". . \. v “‘ .-. .\X.-“.- Y .
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.. "creative" writing. Th

. in ~the" area of theatre géeperteds/ enro]]ment \rates S ggest xthat

!

approx1mate1y 20,000 students not having aéoess to these ?ourses would ™

enro11 in them if ava11ab1e
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The generat1on of more extenS:ve course offer1ngs in two fof ‘the areas-- .

:remedial read1ng and\~theatre-~r ted to. SBE policies probably cannot be. -

‘effected without additional etary support ,part1cu1a ]y in smaller -

achers has not included work~ in the area of ' reading, d study. of theatre

s  not’ typ1ca11y been #nctuded 1n,programs'ﬁrepar1ng glish teachers: and” -

:ha not been conszstent]y dngluded. 'in the preparatmon [of sp déch teachers. = -
The - realities Qf school staffind and :course offerﬁ g pat erns clearly . .
suggest that ‘insofar -as providing . 1nstructnon in v med1&ﬂ _read#ng - and

theatre are State Board pr1or1t1es, they Jare not Tjikely to " be realized

. without significant changes in. pre- serv1ce pneparat1on of . Eng11sh and speech -

teachers and extens1ve in- serv1ce work

'lw_“ ' ?he Futune for&Eng11sh Curr1cu1a 1n.I111no1s econdary'Schoo1s

Because the data examined- in th1s report have been co]]ected on1y once, it

“~schaols. But even 1f fiseal _support werg’ available, is—.tkely- that - .

‘extensive efforts in pre§§%huL)qn sery1c teacher- educa ion are needed. . -

' ‘These two areas tend to be tadght® by'. teachers preparedin. gn911sh or -in both

v speech and: English. /H1stor1ca11y, - pre- serV1ce pregi? tion . of Eng11sh
E

.
LoD

- is not poss1b1e .to offer definitive statements, about how ‘English curr1cu1a',.'f,

have ‘changed in recent. years or ‘how they might change.” * A review of. all the =

~course titles reported indicates that as concejived - in public, secondary
schoo1s,."£ng11sh" encompasses a wide number of concerns and-'utilizes-a wide

“array of perspectives.. .The ‘1argest - number of titles reported fall in the‘?

area of "literature.":. These titTes range‘?rom "B15l iterature™ to "Urban

" Literature™ to  "Future” L1terature," from - genre courses ‘to historical ..
. surveys, - from courses-..in "Huck]eberny F1nn" to MBlack - Writers" to

-"Masterpieces." . The- deve1opment -of this array ‘of ° c urées, and the. data.

'. covering: them, suggest no set of~pr1nc1p1es by wh1ch f unentrends m1ght be

-discerned.. ¥ Thejr :“occurrence seems. {0 be rooted mpre in* the specific
\:c1rcumstances Of 1oca1 schools than in any concept1on hf "Eng11sh e '

“ Coa

While the 11terature area’ has produced a w1de var1ety of courses, the course;__~

© titles in the area of . wr1t1ng proV1de few leads about - developments- in .

most d1scern1b1e deve1opment in the- area of wr1t1ng¢'

. teachjng writing beyog;a a hasic d1st1nct1on between . "expository" and‘
r

head1ng of "co un1cat1ons "o

. is the number. of - courses’ -in.. journalism, mass communication and- related”
_areas. It apz;grs premature to argue, on the aval\ab1é data, that I111no1s

high- schools ‘arg "beginning to copceptua11ze wr1t1ng as. a subtop1c under the

 The humber ‘of schools’ offer1ng courses in the area of “1anguage" i

1imited. - Courses reported in this area range across. linguistics, etymology,
modern grammar, h1story of the’ Eng11sh 1anguage, -and semantics. If course

'?,t1t1es are any 1nd1cat1on, I111no1s h1gh schoo]s have e1ther ‘not Judged as

/ : . RO
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.* 7 relevant or have not 1ncorporated recent advances in 11ngqut1cs into _
English course offerings. , It is oF’some note that %ho h1gh schoo] offers a -
course in soc1o]1ngu1st1cs . _ -

N \ '~‘\\ Ve <N

& The "area of speech cont1nues to be dom1nated the\data suggest by. rather S
trad1t1ona1 notions of "platform- speak1ng " There is Tlittle indication that
ggcondary ‘schools.-- have - -relied- " on, - recent - deVelopments . in
"speech- commun1catTon" as. “the basis for deve]op1ng th1s aspect of the

. "Eng11sh Lang§age Arts" currqcula. v N : S
. i - R e e e ‘ i W
y o A]] of the Wata. indicate t:2t~ (1) the boundar1§s\of Eng11sh as® a ‘area of -
- study -in" secondary .schools remain-extremely blurred; and (2) there is no --
"d1scernab1e statewide pattern of curricular organ1zat1on, part1cu1ar1y if
15 requirements are' examined. ~Whether the recent emphas1s on: "bas1cs¢ and~\
"competence" will afTect theé?rea of EngTish 1s debatab]e >
I
R Whether desreases iy secondary schoo]’enro]]ments and consequently in fiscal
.and human~ resources \will "have, or perhaps alreatdy has had, an effecz onl.
course offerings “is: otr apparent at this" point.. Should these influénces.
< "begin-to assert themselves noticeably, it is 11ke1y that the tensioh between
( - two emphases in English--linguistic skill development and, study of _and
' _participation  in the imaginative 1life--is likely to be ipcreased, perhaps -
painfully. - On the other hand, - current S$tate Board po]1cy -initiatives

(.
.

suggest support for both these emphases e o B e
. Compar1son of/State and Nat1onal Data B _ : - ’-."' \‘
‘A recent study (Arthur N. »App]ebee, A Survey of Teach1ng dLnd1t1ons in - 3 -

 En 11sh,.1978) allows :seme comparisons’of ITTinois Eng11sh course offer1ngs.'
~-a g patterns in secondary schools. across the céuntry. This study is based
on. data: generated in the reponses of 291 secondary schoo]s '

~ A d1rect compar1son of - data from “this study with those from the course
. census cannot be undertaken because of the d1fferences in the structure of
.. ¢ survey questions. However, -some tentat1ve comparisons can be. suggested.

: Accord1@@,to the Applebee - study, the "schools studied required about three .
and one-half years of English; slightly over 54 percent of. randomly selected
schools required four years " Applebee- concludes ‘that "the “figures suggest
that the—upward trend in the graduation requ1rements has stopped and. may

'even “have begun to reverse 1tse1f " ' .

7 {Because the course censhs\ d1d not comp11e data regard1ng gradu/t1on o
requirements  generally, similar statements. cannot.be made about I1linois
- secondary ‘schools. The ‘course. census requested information only about
-, - -specific courses required-for graduation. VYet it appears that a s1gn1f1cant'
- portion of Illinois high schools do. ndt ‘require four years of English.’
. _About 45% e&f all I11inois high schools offer "English, Grade 12"'»of these
- 322 high schoo]s, about- 12-15% require this specific course for graduat1on.
It would seem-. that the: 55% not offering this .course provide similar work -
o through -elective courses in- English--primarily 1a¢erature though the .data
L f’ava11ab1e do not enab]e test1ng of th1s assumpt1on S

4
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These data do. suggest however, t at’ beyond the tenth grade, except in rural
‘schools, the =slective syssgm be omes .a significant force~ in shap1ng the
Eq@}jsh curriculum,

(See Tab]e X1 4,*‘1‘/_“* Y
: . “ ,' ;If\ / . -
C]ear]y,-work at the twe]fth grade 1evé%:1n Eng11sh 'is elective in charactej\

for’ most students. At the ‘eleventh grade level, except in rurat schoo]s,f
students apparentlyx“elect courses in:-at least 30% -0f, al1_schools that offer
 English Grade_ 11, and in many central city . schoo]s offersng this course,

~ elactive systems ap| ar to. prevail.. Statewide, excluding central city -

schooTs;«1n near1y 20%. of the schools offertng this course, e1ect1ve’systems
Scem to &xist at. "the e]eventh grade. Further, on1y about 52% of all schoo1s

- offer this course s S \
- \IM ‘. o Y - R . .
A]] of these data 1nd1cate that the e1ect1ye/system 1s a s1gn1f1cant featureo
“of the Eng11sh4EUrr1cu1um 1n I11ingis. _ N o ‘ .

‘J

s

,_‘

" racism,. relevancey public doublespeak - and the
elective curriculum was perhaps the major “innovation. ' Applebee - notes -that -

- some’ students involved .in| elective programs: at Grade 10. ‘Over a third -had o

|

This f1nd1ng~1s swmﬂar' to &\pphabee S" ﬁvg He notes ‘that during the_
fifties "and early sixties the concern: in Eng11sh was "with. an academic
-model1 for the English cuf?qcu1um, a period that emphas1zed special prograns -

for the - academ1ca11y talented, the tripod -of - 1anguage 11terature, and  ~ .

mpos1t1on, and the - 'd1sc1pl1ne of English." -HoWEver the late 1960's -ahd
éarly 70's witnessed a challenging -of traditional.: assumpt1ons.as well as
dw1nd11ng school enrollments .-and budgets. Accord1ng to Applebee; these

_relying on madels borrowed from the co11egé ‘tampus, teachers began exploring

forces brought “about a shift in the concerns,regarding English.  ‘Instead of % -
elective programs, classroom drama, small. gnZ%g discussions, . .séxism.-.and .

nguage . of decéption.. The

- the elective -program “"varied from school to school, sometimes involving a
“totally elective program. J In other cases, the e1ect1ves were -designed to
"insure-a cumulat1ve, if somewhat - 1d1osyncrat1c, program for-all students.”
In the random]y selected schools studied by Applebee, over halfi had at least

between 26% and 100% of th ]r tenth graders invdlved in such a program. : The
percentage of schoo]s picked on ~some criterion of "excellence" and pursuing
~such,_programs is .even ky gher Over 20% of such schoo1s ‘had all- tenth'
graders 1nvo1ved in e1ec ive systems

At the. same t1me, comments prov1ded by Eng11sh facu]ty in the - schoo1s_'
surveyed. . suggest . ‘that "'most - schools are enter1ng a . phase of
reconceptualizing - the1r -elective curriculum,’. imposing - somewhat more-
order--and. constraints--upog - it." This wasbeing accomplished, not . by

' abandon1ng electives, but by. "weed1ng out unsuccessful courses, prov1d1ng -a

- better system.-of guidance for students, and- adding new -courses in response‘
.to_ the back- to-the-basics movemeht and ‘minimal competency requirements."

( Because of - the absence of- previous data it is unclear whether a s1m11ar,_

“trend has occurred or -is. occurr1ng in I111nols S ';‘ ///
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"F1naJIy, AppIebee S study prOV1des some comparat1ve data regard1ng gifted

and ‘remedial programs. In thisystudy, rougth 2/3 of the randomly selected
schools - offered remed1alﬂcr/p(/ at’ the tenth and twelfth grade levels., .
Schools selected on -som iterion of excellence tend to ~ffer such wormé .

more frequentIy ( 3 98%) .

Instruct1on des1gned for .the g1fted was not .as frequer iToany of theA25
categories: The "excellent" schools offered classes for t-c - “ted in about
* . .75% or more of the cases; only 44% of the randomly select-~ -:oo0ls did so. . .

.. The data from this study clearly indicate that offerings = .oth remedial
and g1fted students are reIated*to schogﬂ s1zeJ AN - <
It is 1mposs1b1e to- develop - data comparabIe to- AppIebee --n the course
census because’ Applebee reports “data on "classes," a - '"courses."

- However; the following ;table zxg ests that the correIat1c © ween size and
-oFﬁer1ng of remedial work exists in III1no1s \ S .

S '\/’ S
&Nh11e these course titles do not capture all- arrangements ¢ responding to
» " the needs of “Yemedial or g1fted,students, the pdtterns that influence “the A
.~ -  size rof offerings are comparable to, App]ebee s. findings. It is. unclear
™~ whether IJI1no1s tudents who would " profit from remedial and advanced
" ipstruction are ~Peing, served, by..means other  than courses’ or whether .
resources . prevgnt ‘the provision of needed work. In either case add1t1ona1
new 1nvest1gat on- of némed1a1 and g1fted 1nstruct1on 1s necessaryw. &\

o A

T f%., B "f 4 : Some Hypotheses for Further Research L _' >%Lf . -

\iSee TabTe. XIII)

sr " .
" ’

"% "< In.1978, Scott Thompson and Nancy DuLeganus pub11shed ‘the resuIts of a
9 cooperat1ve study spo_?ored by the College Entrance Examination® Board and’
o ~the National - Ass ‘of  Secondary School’ P#1nc1paISf This " study
examined thé practjces of schools ;T%ﬁsﬁﬁable or rising SAT stores.; The,,

. general- finding wgs that. students in these .schools "take more academ1c,.
- courses TOF than do.examinees in the schools with severe decreases if SAT"
scores." ‘The study focuses exp11c1t]y ‘on the English. program and states:

. that - "more than half the principals responding to the NASSP guestionnaire -
" sent’ to schools with rising or stable SAT scores identified their’ English
curr1cu1um as contributing to good verbal scores." "Further, another survey, -
conducted by the Educational-: Test1ng Service, found "enroIIment‘1n English .
classes -to be'a full.four years in the stable- score ‘schools as. contrasted to
3 8 years in the declining-score schools (& difference significant -at the
.05 level)." Based on these\f1nd1ngs as well as commentary from principals,
“the study presents "Guidelines for. EngI1sh " The gu1de11ras admonish that .
"college-bound students s‘opId enroll -in an English class du-ing each year -
of attendance in a secondgry school. The English @urr1cu1ur ~1st emphasize,
~-. " but not -be restricted - to %§Xpos)tory wr1t1ng, Ianguage us:."z,- vocabuIary,
"< U and ser1ous I1ter@ture EEAIR -

3 i 'z; SR S e ' o
. Th1s study asserts a correIat1on.between SAT verbal scores :- the character ’
- -,of the English curriculum. ~ In I1linois_a similar relationship might weil be :
" ‘examined- by . comparing data from the course: census and. the results from the
- I1linois Inventory of Education Progress.: - These. findincs would assist
- decisionmakers at both" the Tocal and state levels to determin= the reIat1ve"

1nf1uence of secondary Eng11sh curr1cu1a on- student knowIedge.
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Table XII Frequency of Grade Spec1f1c Engl1sh Courses Offered and Requ1red in H1gh’Schoo1s (by Communlty Type) |
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