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expansion -and primitive journal-istic policj and practices. ’Instead of .

-westward,movement (1833-1860, and 1865-1900) j-'¥;f. . -
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Introduction: Purpose

Fd ’ s o L ’ . - . fog et o ?

) Definitions of the American frontier press appear, to mix nat’iénal-

\; v

r
istic and chronological time with the geographical sgace o§ Wes;ern

\y

'any derived process or theory, . here are periods of ‘!:ime and space n;ost

‘ frequently 1abeled as frontier journalism sdch as migration wes® of .7

the Appalachians (1§b6-1810), and pre 4nd post-Civil War period: of S N

4

K 2

Also called pioneer, terr ~arial and Western, ;:'rontier too il e

o

bas been destribed as promnt,i:mal_gbomﬁ.terism,to encourggr el

‘political doc'Erine or relir’ . .o szanda, personalié s A|IT= IRET

.'provipcial, r:obus't; lust: - ommng o] ,.Slorful', £l Thams Loz

vindictive, and involvin: Lo . _ "7ng and re. .8 t mo.-
. - '_'-J X B L P ‘
handéet, 'scrubby-presse: = ' ...zzcon that = h char

(,

,were past and earlier cxt s STV ug ctropolican dailio.od

. ¢ . .
more Gseful ‘concers: . -:igh 2 'to place tb -

4
e .

ot lirited to merc -z . -

“time and space. Sincsg J 0 eazens’ to subst: g i

g
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R or,settlement of the Uest as the key to explaining the pvolution of
S 'American life“, aad since the "relationship between communications ahd
. l \ / . ! L

¥ EE
urbani ation has not been systematically explored"//perhaps the t°°1a;;*”

" of the“urban process could be used to explaﬁn the frontier pre87. \of%.];:

——a

note is the fact that the end of the frontieriwas fixed by historianﬂ .";'

|
4 ’ J\“
! 'Frederick Jackson Turner in 1893, the same year as the Columbian Ea‘ i

;-

it
' position made Americans avare of urban planning and problems ‘j;[” : QV-

Hovever, frontier ends ‘and boundaries in time and space face the

’ /
notion that "the frontier is a series of conceptions, not merely a

. 0 .
5 : E .

4°\

“set of facts“ These conceptionslare linked with variOus rural and

urban virtues with different periods of our history, and with particular
¢ . . '.~_J v - l'" .

American regions as well In thos sections of the country where the

\ a

frogtier as a geographic realiry has but recently disappeared the .
\ ‘ . ‘lu B ‘

frontier as a concept refers more to the mining camps and the railroad

’ 1

e .[“ o i , i
. center than to pioneer agricultural settlements. SRS

e . o,
/ﬁ;’ . ‘been indicated statistically in the 1880 census and 80 .:,

’,

'a'p:”_ o l920 with the end of agriculture\and the rise of'the mass production -

’l;veconomy tied to mass media and thé urban mass mind.5 "Sometim= between

\

I 1915 and 1920 the old rural majority living on. the producing .znd; or

3

-

a0 S ) - . . -

o J' close to it in small towns and villages, became a minority. 7. changes
Cate ' . .c & .

N - i i ; AN

s resulting rrcm the transformation from a rural tq an. urban naz.om were
i . o ;, £ o N

o1 °s it :-n/ s ‘

i to be just as momeﬁtous as those that had accompanied the conve=gion of

i 57". v - I “6 “-F -‘: AR g .

W the frontier into a settled “1an T | -

T®

| . - ! s

Perhaps one way to examine frontier journalism is to concentrate'
o » .
- on thodé country—rural weeklies in small boom towns that flourished

iin Rocky Mountain mining areas between,the l849 Gold Rushnand the B

“w. oo L ) . . V [ 5 .
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g pap rs pfbvide/"archeology above ground" and a readily available
/o SN LT PO

history.ISuch frontier newspapers might provide a microscopic baroneter
”t;’ {;J on the society and culture of both the local and larger community.7
bjf'i'Existing studies .on the frontier press can be sifted and sorted
.’};," for clues as‘to;nbether this press °enre provided consenSus, cohesion | v
;/';” f-"e and surveillance,8 and whether'the'biographic, episodic, trite and often
| antiquarian booster accounts reveal a conceptual framework ? or a natural
o )

/fh,‘ lf history of the newspaper.10 This might detect the impact of the urbaniza-

cF

tion process on the press and their towns whereas an assessment of

'T the social responsibility 11of thoae newspapers might be found through

Y /ﬂ& an evaluation of their coverage =% hasic community functions essential‘
S . ©

“to the growth prosperity and st_u-iity (or decline) of .ghost towns.,

s
.

v Evidence in Literature Y R
| - p - ot .

. .

. L S ‘
-The booster,languege'on thr ITrozziar was useful\to make hardship
L ‘j‘ e N . . ’(. \ 5 .
 bearable ‘and exag -ration anc orziise were a way to cope with\the'harsh

realities of nature.‘FrjntiE' lam-uzro reflected opt.mism, canuest
individualism needed tc openiﬁ%? s2Ti_e new territorv.lz.Before news-,f

papers in frontier miviag seunc ,:s:znu;_ation was largely institutional

.

J and intérpersOnal.l“ Tthen =a2wsp: -oT: _inz, they,reinforced_tbe languag;

a

A

3

of boosterism and Lzcams :c:ivc oo o building'frontier;‘_-towns.l

The frontier ecitsr was "t . ~htener of the backyoods! who

/,

Wbought and sold the er7J¢ '3, w:omoted the settlement;of‘villages
/ framed and interprntet ihe by, wwoon laws, saved the pioneers'_souls

<

e

3
%4

‘and taught their ciwgdren””l ~ -27ally; the early newspaperman respon-'_
. ded to and nurturee growts and  -.at wherever society was going, to
(< . L - . : o

Aruitext provided by enic [l oW



~ . the very'limits’of settlement;-The»nehspaper served as_a'handmaid of

commerce;:."16_it even created the chamber of commercel! ot served -
- . - . l‘;; -

. as one in fact,.ankbthe’participant/obserVer:role for the newspaper

often merged civic and governmental activity and made the city and ,
. : 43 . )“ ‘ ~
A/x'press synonymous.18 Early and continuing histories of surviving frontier .

P R )

- newspapers fully document the close press and community ties,19 and'one
ﬂjournalism historian suggests that it is impossible “to sepafate the
. o

history of a single newspaper from the ‘history of the times during
which the newspaper was published. 20. o é; _‘.'_z?'r
' Urban historians of the frontier found that the newspaper.was . .
< - B -"the most important unifying element of urban culture" and often kept
| :.struggl;ng cities a;ivg during early'adversity.22 Published post-mort
. § on otk zovw == ﬂewspapers which did not 3urvive reveal that pre=’- J

.. communLty ccﬂaennMK _ike earlier colonial journalists, ditors were

pri-cert s . o of the business, political, governmental or mildie:-
. @8t :ublishmer: omeer publishers were heavily dependgnt on income
Sfrea brestees o s, handbills, and other job printing. Politics wE
ofen . - Lo 1Bk business contacts. One account of such editort
L dmroee . 806-:360.. follows:23 . *
. v “he TTue =ioneer editor was the printer.a As newspapers .
e e T .szzme more oliticalyin tone,.the politician-editor, who de~
R - ~=.-z: only nart of his ‘time to the enterprise, began to crowd

"z trinter Mt... Indeed in many cases- where politics had
=07z the underlying cause for a newspaper 's existence, the
S editorf -and politician became synonymous terms

In Wesr. :cd expansion and mining ‘areas, editors and their presses
N » . ‘

- <°ften.arr;iq¢ before prospecsprs, and’ 1ike them, were often.as tempor-,

-
.~ ary and unmuccessful before moving om”to the/next mineral strike.

i B L

- Montana's . Irst printing was tied tofjrere.gold was first found there

: s
" dn 1863. Y Washington Territory, the/best cystomer for printers was

- . . . ® ' . © g

Q {~t o . - s ' o _' f; ‘ht' ' : PR

P



5 S S
fanother early arrival, the government with its need for publicity on
notices, laws, reports, and journals.24 | :
"The newspapers of she early—day mining csmps played an importamt
'.role in the growth and settlement of Colorado. Tor many of the i30la-” .
Jted camps, the press. provided the only link wi“h what ‘wag going e in .
the rest of the country. These early newspapers are csually rartisan

in their politica and outspoken\ogkissues of the dav. The edizors.a_l

' had one thing in common--an abun? nt optimism abc L tmelT av CaT Lo
. ¢ ular areas n23 | Many became ghost towns along “Tn S OEESIWAE L. ——
:'. One =u:: :innhg-town, ueorgetown,.Colorado. nourisned,lé put o
. :';iticzﬁ‘fli R -ca, two aailies, two monthliea) ir a ,5-§éa_ LT .
fcnm:laf”-%:oé. rom its more than lO 000 popnlation 8, thc "L |
‘Cuee. . . h ?m:xies‘»tolits‘ghost,town rinm statue of‘s‘fa%:u,ﬂd-
' \ “voumemL T s e 1900. Provinciallboostqﬁism dominated:newspaner. N
' e \\fmich -as: - Trom one week to as lOng as: 20 years.

\ - - L . '
_ ] "We P geTe to-Work for ‘the mining interest,“ and_are “ecoriiz.ced

'

of che fucure prosperity and greatness ofuthis mining distric-..r,
A -

~1in the-hands of Colorado men, to be used in the development and _mprove-

‘ment of cur Territory, instead of the Wall Street stock gamblvrc, shose

/ [ e -~
._course thus far had proved ruinous to our best interests. nzl WhiI' such

' 'papers publicized the West and mineral prosperity, "Seldom, then, did
h 3"-_ the fronticr journals indulge in the luxury of editorializing asout the
j,-seamier side of frontier living.... Colorado 8 early press did not ; ¢
o accurately and truthfully reflect the town and people it purportcd to
répresent. Far ‘too often the papers were. concerned solely with the:, o o

;serious business of attracting immigration, of demonstrating that life

.
."I

,in a mining camp or back-country bamlet was not as rough and lawless as

\)‘},( oo o ’ . . o« o : ' .‘ '. 8 ‘,.
we B2




rx

';:(;Jguchlto'the:reputation of :: placta :3 good school: ..

. S = - - ~ [ . ‘, ’ \ . ) -
. . . . e . . - - .

‘ ’ o . . ‘. ' \ it 4-7. J ‘~ ! § ||28 . ) . = . ) -
theneasterner‘was conditicned'to~believe. ' :
‘Therefore. the ‘toun's press image was paramount, and that allowed

.

' gome céncern and outrage ¢ %.. on alcoholism anc "our duty to cetail

'the ﬁhockingldeprauitj P 5 hmmmndi?'when they ind=l:2 4in strong dric.. "

before a ‘tavern murde:; :;.-un;ycf:'forjtaxes Tam Y‘-'hing condu es 0
) . L

.
5

- Even relatively indepewden: qnpulist editc— =af f ected by ecorcmide
pressures‘lean heavily cr ‘the chreat to silver. :z:ue sins perperzaed
LN I o . -
at the courthouse, the poiz -:lal menace to mew -=vesicment, and tae rar=

3

4r:ennial Battle with the ~::-: apposition editor..,. - While rugged
' and often eccentric ploces editers would go 80 Zar 28 to use oxen and "

. their own backsato tramsmo:t presses across. SnOVT ntuntain_ranges tc

publish the first pape: . a log cabin,31 their zu:;vidualism'“rarely '

vvaried much from: the ncoms of the community.... In spite of his N ,

' .independence, the editor was a rather passive leader in society. He

’ 'did not carry on very substantialacrusades, except in politics, nor

i

132

.conceive many new reforms fOr the improvement of society R

Ihe 1iterature of frontier journalism does not reveal if the social

-

responsibility of the newspapers was greatér in stable areas less de-

-

o pendent on mining than in transient, ghost-towns-to-he. Border-town f.’
‘Kansas editors, Eor example, pnBlished negative as well as positive'

news.on, the 1859 gold rush to Pike s Peak, although they were: at some

v

distance and figured to aldo prosper from the migratiqgéii;;x"_

.
e : (54

One study of the Colorado frontier papers suggests that Y'There

can be no doubt that while the frqntier settlement was in its 'boom

B ’

or bust stage, its newspaper was’ anything but a free agent....ﬂ

¥

"

’ Only 1ater, after the town grew and p;gspered did the newspaper be-

o -

"come'less an;instrument " the merchant class and more. an independent

’ 4\ g o
¢ 8
. - .. ’ :
L .
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agent. Such appears to have been‘true for the New Mexico Territorial

-

€, { 14

- press, which spent early years attracting,the railroads, developing

* mining, and Americanizing the Spanish-speaking immigrants, but failed

-0

-

L4

o decline of Western expansion and the rise of press, surveillance on

‘.(..

to establish its’ editorial independence until late in its era'of 1834-
1912'3.5 - "" | ) U 3 o

Similarly in: Montana,,as the economy was less dependent on the

mining of one mineral, the newspapers may have become more independent

and thereby marked the end;oi frontier - journalism there. The press had

grown out of mining and politics, but when the unsrable markets for gold’ ‘

silver and copper were diversified with ‘the more atable agricultural i

. - . - . .
.economy.and the river and railroad traffié, journalism became less de-

pem:leut.36 ,‘- | o B .\ B - .

Unshackled journalism.may have emerged as the frontier declined S

e . A\
and boom towns boomeranged. Perhaps not merely coincidental were the

-

v ' : o ’ a .

ot £

social condifions in cities, and the examination-and press criticism

. .. N . r . :
While newsﬁapers‘on'the frontier appear to'have been more a co~

-

RN
hesivé than‘critical force, 'in both surviving and ghost towns, indepen-

dence of editors as a crucial factor in such survivaf\might be detected >
. \

~ the local power structure.3_8 Surveillan'ce of the environment" woul lik.ely

'.ethic',.'- ’ J’ coe T C ol

require press independﬁnce,because of potential challenge to‘the growth

-
€

‘ . . B . e e S L ) f
3 . " i ' .. b o
. . . . .o » B . . .

ﬂofyurbAn_institutions,in the Erogressive Era at the turn of the Centqry.3?

o~
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POst-Hortem on Ghost Town Press ~ ; .
ﬂ;”f\ ., Although life in most ghost towns is gone, there remain lengthy
e . »

- .
lists of such towns and compliations of both the}r newspapers and o

microfilm Whether those papers Ghrned their, toung of impending
E r
' decline and doom . or merely served as the voice of ‘civic Booste:lo. ;

toe ; tight reveal tggir social responsibility.. {'9*; | e

40

"Dimensions of this might be applied to quality of life criterisd

~ ot }/\ . s
“3s social indicators as they apply’ to community economic, political,

: environmental health educational and social conditions in cities,l’1 ’

- and as they might apply toﬁftate-statistical rankings of the criteria

of vealth culture, health security and civic affairs'42 and as they

}». ) ight appl to both on what 18 the quality of community beyond the
-Sf q ntitativsfgr wth c1iches of chamber of oommerce boosterism.43 |
Ghost town newspapers could be . examined for Ehy vigilant dis- .
cus ion or proposed s01utions to broad basic problems in areas -
) { uni rsal to urbanized communisy systema land use and development
- c base, transportation, human and group relations,'government,
._?’/’ ’ healt and medicine, information and'education, entertainment and -
rectea ion, and natural resources and theaenvironmeng, s
e microscopic comparisons might be made with available data
on incom per capita, years of schooling, newspaper readership, voting
\ iteracy, librarie s ratio of noctors, dentists, plumbers, -
‘ ali\} home ownership, crime rates, pollution evidence,
i licity of other indicators of quality of life An ghost
.o 3 T :
| | - g . _ _
A warning of caution to researchers -on such neWspapevs includes—
the reminderit ‘t pioneer ediﬁg::\often stretched the truth so that .
Q ‘

Y | R A
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booster journalism can e bad history. An authority on newspapers ai\‘

. ) f_, -' historical’to¢1s‘explains:€4'

3

accounts remembering that frequently they lected more
. hope than fact. An editor was bne.of "the w town's leading :
- citizens: the unofficial greeter of visiting digni= - = - .
" tagies,;the recorder of historical -highlights, the master
* of ceremonies on key occasiéns, the adviser- to political
and- civic leaders. Little wonder “hen tliat -this spirit "ﬂ
was carried over into his writing especially at a time -
-Whed "the newspapers were more the reflection of “the ‘per- .
sonal views of the owners than the objectiyg writing of

"The researcher must be aware of such o@er-zntﬁusiastic

today.’” - _ "
o ' 'A'list of guiding questionsas in performing thé "autopsy" on the
‘,/ . ~fronties neésﬁapers from ghost towns might include Ehe:folloﬁing: '

) ‘Did the _newsp'aé& echo the quantitative growth.ethic .and -
when did they show concerd for the qualitative ‘impact of growth .

- upon the town? Did the press "watchdog" the natural enviromment ' -
as well as the government on aﬂy’dccésioq? Did it aid producers or
consumers by providing DEW(distant early warning) ‘signals that
a town was ‘facing troubles that might lefd*to/its demise? :

. ) Was there "preventive Journalism” whereby readers gét usable
information for controlling "their own destiny ahd avoiding the -
disasters'that create saleable news copy? .

) Were the -newspapers passive chroniclers or invebtigators? . e
Did critical independence, increase with prosperity of either- ‘
- Press or community? Did the press provide space and access for.

' those who questioned growth and did not boost or cheer?

) Did the newspapers concentrate on events--meetings, speeches,
organizations, announcements from Bources of authority from the
top down; or doncentrate on _issues, problems, processes and how
people might resolve them from the bottom up? , |

) Was ‘the’environmental impact on the town énticipated before it
arrived and were problems explained peforehand or causes provided
)+ afterward? Were ,solutions and alternatives suggested? Y

"7.) Was fhe*press part of the‘Estagiishment'and'parti;ipant as well
{ as observer and was this evident in news content or #iplied? .

) What image of community was conveyed in vision and values, and
was the é&ivic superlative used to "sell” the towni to ‘outsiders,

- defend the town's reputation, and promote consensus while evading®
local problems? - v -

) Did the press ever,chalienge pansion or merely. exploit the _
boom_foq_commercialvprofit'with ittle" regard for planning or |
e design of the community? Was the community eventually sacrificed
= . .for commerce without regafd for its future? - . C

v
-

A
. , . Lo
. : 't

A 1




) Did the press explain the town's economic base and who paid for-
o ‘and who benefited from community services?
T ) Were national- issues affecting the town discussed or, were the .
T papers narrow and provincial in their focus? Did papers explain
: the external (macro) f%rces and the internal (micro) forces which
, _ shaped the: community and its destinz? - P : .
’ ) Were minorities (racial/ethnic, women, aged, youth handicapped :
' and others) representéd in the nevspapers?

‘. .:‘ ‘ . ”)
o~ ‘é o ) did the newspapers report and explain the causes and cures re=
M ) : garding ill'health, and for whom and at what cost? - R .
‘- "_ ’ 4 F—
N o ) Was transportation dealt with as a total commnnity function by
- ~ the press or as a meaqﬁ5ro move the elite and business interests?
_' ) Was criticism of the .press and other feedback facilitatedl_ S B
Lt e )Vas presS‘emphasis on uge of leisure time agd recreation directed .,
_ . o a& both e&%;g apd mass cu1tu7é7 '; . L STl .
IR e " . ). Was, the‘natura1~ 'ironment guarded or eﬁploited through the’ press

.. and was there evidenc
. © - growth that- might indica
L y'lf,g;' C T the pressures of growth?

—.?\\Conclusion R f

f news-on the costs and trade-offs on jtown

[

- 3
v .

This reséarch appfoach m%ght help improVefthe défini%ions of

1
!

if ’?}:}fﬁﬁw vgf urbani%ation that was taking lace in America,both before and after '
L \ ( & ‘ l1{//’. » -' l. il .2
P _3. “the so-called Opening and closing of the frontier. P

SR Presenk frontier press studies analyzed herein ‘tend to be anec-v“

- dota1 and without eprIcit theorids as to causes for this typf.of

journalism, if irdeed it is different. The prOposed autopsy ‘on flews~-
'ﬂ'.'c.
qpers without remaining communitiestmight reveal possible causes of -

°p
. "death" for those which did not survive and thereby tell/us about those
X N - . ‘ . . ) ]
Tisylhich/sm:vi\;'ed and livt :day. L ' » ci B S

N K

e - Perhaps the: "disease” of boosterism and primitive journalism of

S

. <

;- subjective invective- and estab%ishment ties of the frontierqpress are

blamed unfairly on gmpers that died. Iba press hosts of boosterism

. é . . v J‘ .

’ . . « . ' . : R
.. : . o . . ) . . @
. . . ~ oie . . R ) . . h
R . ¢ . . . . N , ) N .
. , . . ) H . . o . . :\ . . o ,
. ° Lt . ’ - h - .
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: ‘i are still alive in big cit&inggarooms today and the/cozy press rela- :
tionships with busdness, goVernment -and,, others rémains an ethical ,;g - "
46 . b . = S 3 : L Lo .o N . 4 .
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.dilemma.

\ . ; - - I ' --,_ j‘

The true boundaries of frontier joujnaiism may still remain in
v _

¢

L'the minds of editors and puﬁlishersfwho still preach and practice the g

.r; AR growtb ethic that "bigger is betté%", and in the public\f nostalgic
A DR
desire ‘to escape to the natural environment~-ghost towns included!

t

L ;f The anti-city and/pro-small-town tradition is strong in the Amprican

o .journglist, 47 and today 8 press still reflects small town pastoralism.' R
oL . S - S P .
! i ) i \J ¥ __\ _ d

"The rural and anti-indudtrialvvalues which Thomas Jeffersgn

-is usually thought to have invented can also be found in the news

‘" ' - which favors small towns (agricultural or market) over other types
, . %

' of\%ettleménts....the pastoral values underlying the news are: ro- ;'

»

-mantic, they visualize rura1 and market towns as they were imagined to

: .have existed An the past n48 The frontier press may be a psychological-;

_notion that continues regardless of time, space or process and regardless

;#}.[_ 'v:" of urban, small town or rural settings which may or may not. survive crisis,'

Studies of disasters and crises have become useful contexts for

BEN

.. a{‘;*' : studyipg the nature ‘of communications.49 This proposed use of the ghost ‘
- . }w‘ . i_:";'.“‘:.'" Ve ’ e
'”?;Z'sf' }'"town autopsy(as a "historical experiment" that failed)might add to that

approach. The press role in the energy resources crisis (especially in -

o, the West) ~ adds another r lat d’ aspect, ‘as. do recent new studies on
o ? F

-t

frontier citie s envirxnmznt, and even Rocky Mountain mining saloons

nt community institutiOn.S;

s

o ‘as an imp

I

If exhumation of the past press tells us that growth can kill like

L4

cancer, then it may be a warning for the small mining town newspaper
: which today Optimismistically avoids the negative consequences of economic ex-ﬂu

~

- pansion and’ ‘gives the community what 1t wants- and expects.52 *“Zi&. ;
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