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AN EXAMINATION OF ENGLISH SKILLS PROGRAMS IN
NEW JERSEY PUBLIC TWO-YFEAR COLLEGES
Order No 8000834

The State Untver-
30tpp. Chalrper-

ANNESE ., Carlo, Ed.D. Rutgers University
sity of New, Jerscy (New Brunswick), 1979
son: Robert P Parker -

Statement of the Prohlom

The prohlem of thia study was to examine the state of the
art of English skilla programs currently in operation in New
Jersey public two-year colleges. The study expected to show
that the scope and curricula vary from institution to insti-
dution. )

v

Procedures and Methodalogy

Survey data were gathred thraugh the use of two question-
naires and interviews specifically devised to profile English
skills programs. The data-gathering devices were utilized on
two separate occasipns, 1974-1975 and 1977-1978, and a mini-
mum of two on-site visitations were conducted. The initial
1974~1975 survey questionnaire responses were recorded on
audlo cassette tapes from which transcripts were made. Re-
sponses to the 1977-1978 revised questionnaire were written.
Each questionnaire focused on fifteen areas concerning the de-
sign, operation, scope, goals, and philosophies of the pro-

gram.
The institutional sample was based upon the five socio-

- economic divisions found in the State of New Jersey. English

akilla faculty representing the following institutions were inter-
viewed: Bergen Community College, Ocean County College,
Brookdale Cgmmunity College, Middlesex County College, and
Passaic County Community College.

\

Findings and Conclusions

1. No clear-cut approach to the scope, goals, philogophy,
and curricula was being utilized. The five surveyed in-
stitutions presented five individual programs, an indica- ,
tion of New Jersey's diverse approach to English skills
instruction.

2. No vehicle of communication exists which enables the
faculties to exchange ideas, experiences and information
concerning English skills programs.

3. While the surveyed institutions purported to have a the-
oretical base for their programs, little evidence of any
formallearning theory was visible.

4. The surveyed institutions did not appear to have a uni-
form approach in determining program enrollment.

§. The surveyed colleges utilized some form of placement
testing in the English skills programs.

6. Instructors did not share a commitment to the English
skills program.

7. Only one institution utilizes a counseling component tn .
its progran.

8. Instruction in four of the English skills programs was
being supplemeénted by paraprofessionals.

9. Credlia awarded for English skills programs varied
from institution to institution.

10. All prc;gram funding griginated from the colleges’ gen-
eral academic budgets.

11, The institutions utilized various curricula approaches.
12. The institutions reported a variety of instructional ap-
" - proaches.

13. The architectural design of the facilities, as well as
educational philosophy, dictated the direction of the En-
glish skills programs.

Q
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Obgervations and Recommendations

l‘r' Further Study ,

J ]

Observationn -

I. A "clearing house™ for the sharing of information and
experiences dealing with Fnglish skills programs should
be formed )

2,\F0un(lnllunu of learning theary must bo strengthened in
the construction of Faglish skilla programs

I

3. Restrictive limitations based on noninstructional factors
should not be a major influence in thoe determination of
progriam enrollment figures. -

4. A nced for the standardization of p
form dofinttion of skilla deficlency exists.

t and a uni-

Recommendatiang

1. Further research is nooded to determine which instraq-
tional approach, if any, provides the optimal teaching-
format. .

2. More rosearch is needed to determine differences in d
gree of commitment between the full-time instructor and
the adjunct instructor, '

3. Additional rgsearch is indicated concerning the need and
utilization of counseling components in the aperation of
English skills programg. -

4. Research gshould be conducted to determine the role and
efficacy of non-professional personnel.

5. There I8 a clear need for further research into the award-
ing of credit, both institutional and transfer, for the com-
pletion of English skills courses.

8. Further research is needed to evaluate, explore and up-
date materials and methodologie®® for English skills stu-
dents.

7. It would be beneficial if future surveys were to examine
the qualifications, educational backgrounds and related
experiences of the English skills faculty.

8. A further study of the surveyed English skills program
should be conducted after a period of time to reassess
the statu&pl public two-year college English skille pro-
grams.

\
A'SUMMATIVE EVALUATION OF A JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
COMMUNICATION ARTS PROGRAMS Order No. 8013698

BARNHART, LEONA MAE WIEST, P D Michigan State University, 1979.
236pp.

Purpose. The purpose of this study was to do a summative evaluation of
the Communicatigq Arts Pilot (CAP) program at Traverse City (Michigan)
Junior High School. Specifically, the purpose was to determine the effect of
the program on the reading and associated abilities of students who were in
grades seven to nine, 1972-78. The CAP program was introduced by the
Communication Arts Department of the Traverse City Junior High School.

Answers were sought to these Questions: (1) Was there a difference
between the effect of a new program (CAP) and the program it replaced, as
measured by selected standardized tests? Four reading and associated ability
areas were analyzed: reading comprehension, vocabulary, spelling, and
language. (2) ,Was the effect of CAP the same for all groups who
participated i(] the program? (3) Did the program have the same effect on
students of all reading abilities? :

CAP was described as a mastery learning type program with,two major
components: reading and writing. Students are pre- and posttested on
readingand writing skills.

Procedure. Samples for the study were)selectcd from the sixth grade

" classes of 1970, 1971, 1972, 1973, and 1974 Each sample became one group

in the study, except Sample 2 (1971) which became Groups 2 and 6.
Assignmentto CAP or non-CAP for Groups 2 and 6 was random. The

other groups were CAP (Groups 2, 3,4, and 5) or non-CAP (Group 1)

dependent only on the year the student began seventh grade English.

—~— i
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Tests aduunistered at five different grade levels were used in the study
Stanford Achicvement Intermediate 11 (sixth grade). Gates MacGinue
Reading Test (seventh and minth grades). and National b ducational
Developmental [ est (tenth grade)

The large design framework of the Judy was simiar 1o Design 15 the
Recurrent Institutional Cycle, Design (Camipbell, 1963, p 57 61) Two
factors allowed for the use of stronger designs when appropniate with theu
more powe: ful statisies (1) Random assignment of Groups 2 and 6,
treadinent and control (2) Naturally occurnng X Campbell and Stanley
(1963) Designs 4, 6. and 10 were used

Statistics used, where appropnate. were the t test, analysis of vanance,
and analysiy of covanance Regression hnes were used to ndicate tiends

Conclusions Research Quesfion I There was no statistically significance,
as measured by standardized tests, between the effect of CAP on the reading
and associated abilities of studénts and the effect had by the program ut
replaced

Research Question 22 There was a statistically significant difference
berween the cffect of CAP, as micasured by standardized ted, on the
different groups who parucipated 1n the program

CAP appcared to be the most effective with Group 3, the second group
to partiapate in CAP and the first to have CAP for two yeats

Research Question-3: CAP did not have a differenttat effect for students
of varyig abihes The regression hines were positive The tiend was hinear

Summanr, Whether CAP should be continued, discontinued, or
modified would depend on the goals of the school distnct. CAP s doing af
well as the program it replaced. as measured by standardized tests 1t does
appear 10 be influenaing a dechnein the effectivencss of reading
comprehension. as measured by standardized tests CAP does not appear 1o
be influential in changing the relative performance level of students

AN INVESI I(EAI"ION INTO THE FFFECTS OF SECOND
LANGUAGE LEARNING ON ACHREVEMENT IN ENGLISH

/O.d‘n No. 8012077
BasTian, TERRY R., P4 D Universiny of Idaho 19794 82pp Major
Professor: Judith D George S .

The purpose of this study was: (a) 1o detenmine the effect of two of
more years of high school foreign language instrucuion on achievement 1n
English, and (b) 10 determine if there were any male/female differences in
English achicsement betweenktudents who had studied at least two years of
a foreign language and those who had not. The subjects of the study were
238 randomly selected college bound students who represented the

raduating classes of 1979 of the three public high schools located in Boise,
daho. N

The data that were collected from the subjects” permanent records
included their: (1) Foreign language/no foreign language status.

(2) Male/female status. (3) Percentile score on the English usage section of
the American College Testing Program (ACT). (4) Percentile score on the
English usagd section of the Metropolitan Achievement Test, Advanced
Form J, (MAT). (5) Percentile score on the Oris- Lennon Mental Ability
Test. (6) Cumulative high school grade point average (GPA). The ACT
English Usage Test was used in the study as the cniterion or dependeny,
variable, while the Eriglish section of the MAT was used as the measure of
the subjects” achievement in English prior to the foreign language
aperience. The Otis-Lennon Mental Ability Test was used as an indication
of the subject’s IQ. The subject’s IQ and GPA were used in combination to
represent the student's scholastic aptitude. .

Analysis of covaridnce was used fof testing achievement difference in
English between the foreign language and no foreign language groups, and
between the male/female groups with pretreatment Eaglish achievement
and scholastic aptitude as covariates. The data were also tested for an
interaction effect of male/female status with foreign language/no foreign
han status. The significance of the analyses is presented by showing the

bility levels which resulted from testing the two hypotheses.

Resulrx. The results of the study warranted three conclusions with
néspect to the population studied and within the limits imposed by the
design of the study. They were: (1) Two or more years of high school
foreign language study had a significant positive effect on the subjects’
achievement in English. A statistical comparison of English scores showed
that the foreign language group performed at a significantly higher level (P
€ 001) than did the no foreign language group, when initial differences in

perfonmed at 3 significantly higher level (P < .049)on the English
schievement test than did the boys of the study, when initial differences in
tment English achievement and scholastic aptitude were controlled.
& No significgnt interaction of foreign language status with male/female
MCI was shown in the analyses.

swunem English athievement and scholastic aptitude were controlled’
" (2) Girk

’

Provided by ERIC . L

EFFECTS OF ORGANIZING FEATURLES IN AUDIOTAPE
INSTRUCTION AS RELATED JO*VERBAL-ABILITY LEVELS
Brut James Samurr Fo DY Univerun of Southern Calyfornia, 1980

Purpose 1o determne whether the additon of orgamang features, ie
advance orgamzer and adjunct questions. to the content of expository verbal
audiotape miatenal would resultin grcater comprehension by expenmental
subyects and to examine intenelationships existing between such
comprehension and different Ievels of verbal ability of the subjects.

Procedure. Using a postiest 4 a 2 factonal control group design, ninety-
six high school junmior and seniorn level students were divided on the basis of
scores on a standardized verbal ability test into hugh and low abihty
groupings and randomly assigned 1o a total of eight classificatnons of twelve
subjects each Thesc groups were presented with one of foug audiotape
mstructuonal Ucatments. (1) AO-advance organizer plus nantauve; (2) EQ-
narrative with ten interspersed adjunct quesuons; (3) AOFQ-advance
organizer plus narrative with ten interspersed adjunct questions; (4) NOF-
narrauve tape only Narrative content consisted of a2 1700-word selection
from a college level anthropology text Immediately following treatment
and again one weck later the groups were given a 30-1tem muluple-choice
cnterion test Since absences created unequal numbers, treainent groups
were reduced through random delenion to twenty subjects each:ten subjects
per subgroup, for a total sample of 80. Postiests data were analyzed using

- both two-way and one-way analysis of vanance Significant F statistic results
were analy zed by the Tukey method of muluple compansons

Selected Findings. Two way analysis of vanance of immediate postiest
scores indicated a significant main effect for high versus low ability level
(F = 412 4/ = 1/72, p < .001). This supported the assumpuon that verbal
ability obtained through pnnt matenals was applicable 1o aural verbal
matenials No other significant effects were found. Two-way analysis of
variance of delayed posttest scores also showed a significant main effect for
h;’h versus low verbal ability (F = 25.97, 4f = 1/72, p < .001) Tht main *
effect for reaunents was also significant (F = 302, 4/ = 3772, p € 05).
Tukey method muluple comparisons of treatment means showed 8
significant difference (a = .05) between the supenor EQ treatment and the

"~ AOEQ ucaiment means. The EQ rreatment mean was also higher, butnot . -
significantly. than the other treatment means. There were no significant
interaction effects. One-way analysis of vaniance of high verbal ability
subgroups delaved postiest scores showed no significant ¢ffects. Analysis of
variance of low verbal ability subgroups delayed posttest scores yield a
significant effect (F = 3.80, df = 3736, p < .025). Tukey multiple
comparisons between treatment means showed a significant difference
between the EQ and AOEQ low verbal ability subgroup means (a = .025).
The BEQ low verbal ability subgroup mean exceeded the NOF subgroup
mean but not significantly, :

Selecied Conclusions Based on statistical analysis, the major hypotheses
of the invesugation were not supported, i ¢, organizing feature treatments
were not significantly supenor to the nonorganizing feature treatment.
Strong trends appeaning within the data suggested that the use of adjunct
questions interspersed into audiolaped narrative content appeared to have
subgtantial, thoughnot significint, positive effects upon the comprehension
of tontent matenal, particularly for the low verbal ability subjects. The

v advance organizer produced no positive results. .

Selected Recommendations. Further investigation is recommended to
substantiate positive effects from the use of experimental questions to
increase the comprehension and retention of audiotaped materials and 0
define more clearly the parameters for such use with subjects of different
abilities. The use of advance organizers to facilitate meaningful aural -
learning needs further systemauc study to develop clear, easily
understandable operational definitions for such use.

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE READING
COMPREHENSION ABILITY OF SEVENTH AND EIGHTH

" GRADE SUBJECTS AND THE SYNTACTIC COMPLEXITY OF
THEIR WRITTEN {.ANGUAGE Order No. 8005238

BUsHNER, DiaNE EL1ZABETH, ED.D. Bosron University School of Educarion,
1979. 233pp. Major Professor: Lhomas E. Culliton, Jr.

This study, which examined the relationship between the reading
comprehension ability of seventh and cighth grade students and the -
syntactic complexity of their writing performance, was interested not only in

. the difference between subjects who displayed good or poor reading
comprehension ability and the syntactic complexity of their writing -
performance; but also in the difference between literal and inferential
comprehension abilities of subjects and the syntactic complexity of their
writing, ~ .

R j ,



L 4

Subjects for this study wete 60 seventh graders and 60 eighth graders
from (two urban schools in the greater Boston area in May, 1978, data for
each tubject were collected in five class sessions by the classioom teacher

Reading copprehension was measuted by a subtest of the Sranford
Diagnostic Realling Test (SDRT), brown level, form A Addinonal reading
daws were collected from pairs of passages which were specially construcied
1o vary syntactically at the fourth, eighth, and twelfth grade levels Each
subjed over two daystead four Syntactic passages and answered the hteral
and inferenual muluple choice guestions

Writing samples were collected on two davs from films "Glass™
(McGraw-Hll, 1966) was shown to stmulate an exposiory wnting response
and "A Chauy lale” (Igternanonal o Bureau, 1957) was shown to
stimulate narmative wnuhg

* The wriung samples weie scored 10 yield a tally of the number of words
wnitten, words per T-umt, and words per clause. The reading
comprehension subtest of the SDR7 was scored according 10 test directions
providing a t0tal score, a lteral and inferenual score The syntactic passages
were designed hkewise 10 yield a total score, a literal and an inferental ~
score ]

Analyses of vanance were used 10 answer questions about the differences
among the subjects, correlation techniques were applied to the reading and

- writing data, and a two way analysis of vanance with repeated measures was

used to analyze the svntactic passages and reading ability of the subjects.
Based on the above staustical measures the following conclusions were
found: (1) Statisucally significant differences between seventh and eighth
graders were found 1n total reading, hteral reading, inferenual reading,
words written, and words per T-unit (2) Statistically significant differences
were found among superior, average, and infenor readers in total reading,
literal reading..inferential reading, words wntten, words per T-unit, and
words pef clause (3) Suatistically sigmificant differences were found
between subjects with the same ability level in literal as inferential reading
versus subjects with higher ability in literal than inferenual reading in total
reading, inferential reading. and words per T-unit at the .01 level; while
words written and words per clause were significant at the 05 level.
(4) Other than inferentia) reading. no differences were consistently found,
among superior, average, and inferior readers and subjects with the same
ability level in literal as inferential reading versus $ubjects with higher literal
than inferential reading. (5) High correlations were found among the
subtests of the SDRT, moderate comelations were found among the reading
factors of the syntactic passages, and moderate correlations were found
among the reading and writing factors compared. (6) A statistically
significant vanance was found among the difficulty level of the passages and
the reachng levels of the subjects. (7) No statistically significant interaction
was found between the syntactig complexity of the passages and the reading
levels of the subjects. - i

N D
A STUDY OF THE EFFECTS OF:A PREKINDERGARKEN
PROGRAM ON FIRST AND SECOND GRADE ACHIE l\[lix\"l'
) . Order No. 8010725

FORT. IeNnTuA JosepHiNg, D ED  Saint Louis University, 197,9 39pp

is study was designed to explore the relationsht een the
schievement test scores of students at the end of first and secortd grade and
their attendance or nonattendance of a prekindergarten program.
Prekindergarten students were involved in an experimental program. The
schievement measures employed were reading, mathematics, language,
elling and total battery scores of the California Achievement Test.
'wenty-seven students who had attended prekindergarten and twenty-seven
similar children who had not attended prekindergarten were tested at the
end of the first and second grades
Significant differences in reading, language and spelling were found at
the fArst grade level and in reading, language, and total battery at the second
grade level. All differences favored the nonprekindergatten group.
The results suggest the need for close study of the exact nature of
programs having differential effects rather than mere temporal duration.

.

DEVELOPMEN I'Al,\ASl'l"J('I'S'ANI) FFEFCLS OF VARIABRLES
ON PREKINDEFRGARITEN, KINDFRGARI'EN AND FIRST GRADE
LETTER RFCOGNITION AND DISCRIMINATION SKILLS

Order No. BHT7669

GENTILCORE, FILEEN MaRIE, F D) Hofsind Unpversity, 1919 16 3pp

The pumpose of this study was two fold 1The first purpose was to
ascertain whether a developmental hicrarchal patiern became evident by
analyning the recorded performance of prekanderganenens, kindergarteners
and first graders on letter matching, naming and dictation tasks The second
purpose of the study was 10 detenmine if performance was affected by the
indentifiable vanables of sex, educational level 1 Q , Nursery School
experience, hbrary card possession, and watching Sesame Street.

The Peabody Picture Vocabulary was adnumistered to all subjects to
ascertain an intelligence range; the Keystone Telebinocular, estabhished if
subjects exhibited any visual definencies Upper and lower case alphabel
tasks were admimstered to measure the performance of prekinderganen,
kindergarten and first grade children, on lettes matching, naming and
dictation tasks

The 250 subjects of this study included the 101al kindergarten and firt
grade populauon of two Elememary Schools in Syosset Central School
District, Syosset, New York, and prekindergarten 4 and 5 year old children
in the distna whose parents responded 16 an invitauonal letter Syosset is an
upper middle class suburban community with a school population of 7,000,
Due to weather conditions the study coninued over a twa month period
instead of a three week period as originally designed.

The following hypotheses were tested and reported using an analysis of
vasriance. Sigmficance was established at the 01 level of confidence using a
one-uil test .

Hypotheses One, Two and Three. There will be no significant differences
among the prekinderganen, kinderganien and first grade children and boys
and girls separately on the letter matching tasks; on letter naming tasks; and
on letter diclation tasks. -

Hypotheses Four, Five and Six. There will be no significant differences
on letter matching, naming and dictation tasks within the prekinderganen
group. within the kindergarten group: and within the first grade group.

Hypothesis Seven: There will be no significant differences between those
children-of low intelligence (below 112) and high intelligence (above 112)
on letter matching, naming and dictation tasks.

Hypotheses Eight, Nine and Ten: There will be no significant difference
in matching, naming and dictation tasks among children who have viewed
Sesame Street, attended Nursery School and have a public library card; who
have two of these three expeniences; who have one of thege three
experiences.

Highly significant differences were found, rejecting the null h
which clearly indicate the progression of difficulty between task's m :
educstion levels. However, no significant differences were found when sex

"was considered separajely on the matching-and naming tasks, but hi

significant differences were found on the dictation tasks. These significant
results clearly imply that there is a hierarchal patiern of abilities among
prekindergarteners, kindergarieners and first graders, which affects
performance on matching, naming and dictation alphabet tasks.

Hypotheses eight, nine and ten were upheld. No significant differences
were found among children who had none, one, two or three of the
experiences stated. o

1t was hoped that this study would provide insight into the possible |
existence of a developmental hierarchal pattern of abilities in pgwformance
on letter recognition and discrimination tasks of matching, namiag and
dictation, as well as to provide insights into early childhood development
which oould be used to develop curriculum.
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A KINESTHETLIC METIHHOD O TEACTUNG LANGUAGE ARIS
TO DMMATURE HIGIERISK FIRST GRADE CHHDRIN
Order No. ROUIMNS
GRANT. Marit. YO Y Northern Hhnors Umverun 1919 81pp Thaector
Frank W, Lanmng
The purpose of this study was ta exanune the efleciveness of a
kinesthetic method of teachimg language skills to a group of immature high

nsk first graders 1t focused on the questian Does the use of a kinesthenc
method of mstruction in the st grade make a sigmficant difterence in the

_language skills of children by the fourth grade? .

The sample populaton used i this study was diawn from fanuhes of
middle to uppet middle socie economc class 1n a midwestern tawn with a
populauon of 25000 The cypenmental group of twenty-two children was
selected from a population o}nmvly first graders In tha study, these
children were identified as high-nisk students by their kindergarten teacher’s
response (0 a questionnaire {(Appendix A) A control group of twenty-two
children was sclected from the remaimng populaton of sixty-eight first
graders by usc of a matching procedure and a random procedure

The method used to teach language skills consisted of an alternate mulu-
sensory approach using visual, auditory, and tacule sumulanon  This
method has four steps. Fhe fust language skill taught to the experunental
group was cursine wnuing Afler the children had mastered the formauon
and the yoining of all letters, spelhng and phonics were introduced The last
step of this kinesthetic method was the teaching of reading to the children
This method was based on the foltowing thesis. auditory and visual
perception, auditory and visual sequencing, auditory and visual memory,
and eye-hand courdigation aie essential for language development

The data was analyzed thiough the use of the rtest The differences
between the expenmental and control groups by the fourth grade were
genenally in the negauve hypothesized direcion; however, only the area of
word meaning was found loe])mh sigmficant statisucal differen8e The
statistical difference 1n spethng was found to be marginal The areas of
paragraph meaning, word study skills, and language usage were found not
10 be sigmficantly different Nevertheless, the companison of the means of
the experimental and control groups confinned that greater gains in
schievement were made by the experimental group By grade four the
experimental group mean scores In all areas except language usage were
above the scores of the contro! group.

A follow-up study might be made 10 determine whether the
expenmental group improved significantly in grades five to eight. Further
investigaion should be made of the effects of the kinesthetuc method of
teaching language ans skills 10 first graders Inasmuch as the population of
this study was small, a larger population should be gathered for further
analysis. Further investigation should be made in the area of methods of
teaching language arts skills 1o first graders. Perhaps this study needs to be
replicated using a larger population and differeht socio-economic groups.
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THE USE OF CONNECTIVES BY FLUENT AND NOT-SO-
FLUENT READERS ) Order No. 8006817

HENDERSON, ILONA, ED.D. Columbia University Teachers College, 1979.
203pp. Sponsor: Professor Clifford A. Hill

The purpose of the current study has been to explore the ways in which
- Buent and not-so-fluent readers who were freshman at a four-year urban
college functioned vis-4-vis connectives. An instrument, the Connectives
Competence Test, was designed to explore the two groups' differences in
control over the use of various connectives. The test was composed of two
major subtests: a receptive subtest which measured the students’
competence in the use of connectives through the use of a selective cloze
procedure requiring students to restore deleted connectives, and a
roductive subtest, a writing task requiring students L0 generate sentences
Kom the connectives used on the receptive subtest. Each major mode of
testing was further divided on the basis of connectives fun(cgoning
structurally, within s€htence boundaries or cohesively, acros sentence

boundaries. Hence, 1 total of four subtests were developed. A questionnaire

was administered to provide additional information about the students.
The population included 120 freshmen in their second semester of

college. Students were assigned to the fluent or not-so-fluent readers groups

on the basis of membership in special programis, either programs built on
interdisciplinary content and remedial courses in the case of the not
fluent readers, or accelerated preprofessional programs in the f the
fluent readers. In addition, scores from California Achieverhent Test in
Reading (Level 19, Form C), administered by the college for placement
purposes, were also used.

¢ four subtests of the Connectives Competence Test were

“administered tn two 50-minute sessions. A pilot study had’been conducted

O amatched groupto determine the amount of time needed to complete

the individual subtests as well as to deternuhe the general feavubihity of the
study

Results from a 2x282x 4 1epeated incasures deagn indicate sigmificant
differences fof 12 of 15 mam and interaction effects of the four vanables:
reading abihty, mode of testing, funcnon of connecnive, relation af
connecuve ancluded in the analysis 1o determine the exact nature of the
differences reported in the significant interactions, Schefle's techmque for
pairwise compansons was cuned out. In addinon, data obtained from the
questonnaire indicate sgnificantwhfferences between these two reading
ability groups on dunensions other than reading

The iesults of the study indicate that there are wgmbhicant daflerences
between the ways in which fluent and not so fuent rcadersiestore deleted

‘connecives 1o text,and produced sentences using these sahe connectives

Significant differences were also found when considenng vanables such as
the type of relation expiessed by connective (additive, adversative, causal,
temporal) and function (stsuctural, cohesive) served by the connecuive

Specifically findings suggest that ieaders require expheit markers
explessing addiive and adversative relations in text more than those
expressing casual and tempotal relauons, that connectives, at least for fluent
readers, may serve a more useful function when they are used in text
oohesively than when they are used structurally; and that fluent readefs
have sgnificantly greater conuol over the use of connectives used to relate
information across sentence boundanes, a pnncipal way of achieving textual
cohesion, whereas not-so-fluent readers appear to be less constrained by
semantic and syntactic cues, processing sequentially rather than
psycholinguisucally.

Analysis of errors in the use of connectives generated by not-so-fluent
readers identify four categones of tonnective misuse: lack of semantic
clgsure, lack of syntacuc closure, hypercompensation, and problems of
rrﬁxr control. The imphcatons of the study fbr reading and wnting
suggest that use of connectives and the relauonships they signal in text be
expressly taught to the not-so-fluent reader population.

A COMPARISON OF REMEDIAL TREATMENTS FOR CURSIVE
HANDWRITING IN FOURTH GRADE STUDENTS

: Oxder No. 8012168
JACKSON, KAREN ORSAK, PUD) Texas Woman's University, 1979. 240pp.

Onc hundred and three fourth grade boys and girls participated in a
study to investigate four methods of cursive handwnting instruction.
Groups were rated by two ingependent raters on slant, uniformity,
formation, spacing and general excellence as poor, average or excellent
writers Poor and average writers received one of four taped methods of
relaxation-suggestion, traditional, a combined method, and relaxation
without suggestions Two pretests, eight training trials and one posttest were
administered. The K-sample Binomial Test of equal proportions and post
hoc multiple comnpansons in sample proportions for tests of homogeneity
were used 10analyze the data Significant differences were found among the
methods on 4 of the S characteristics among poor writers. For poor writers,
the highest proportions of improvement were noted using any one of three
methods Highest proportions were reported in the combined mecthod
group Significant diﬂ'grcnccs were found on 2 of the five characteristics for
aversge wnters. On Spacing average ¥riters improved with 3 methods, .
while on genegal excellence. improvements were noted on 2 methods.

.

A DESCRIPTION OF LANGUAGE PROCESSING
CHARACTERISTICS OF SELECTED SECONDARY STUDENTS
WITH READING AND SPELLING DIFFICULTIES

Order No. 8013019

JOHNSON, IMOGENE TEMPLE, ED.D. Oklahoria State University, 1979,
$9pp.

Scope and Method of Study. This study examined the intellectual
characteristics, reading achievement grade scorés, oral reading error
patterns, spelling efficiency percentage and spelling ervor patterns of
selected, intellectually able secondary subjects who had already been
identified as being severely reading and spelling disabled. The primasy
purpase of this study was to identify and describe language processing
charactenistics of twenty-six subjects thirteen to nineteen years of age. Each
subject was individually examined by the investigator using the WecAsler
Inselligence Scale for Children-Revised or the Wechsler Adult Intelligence
Scale. the Vocabulary subtest of the Gates- MacGinitie Reading Tests, the
Paragraph Comprehension of The Nelson Reading Test, Grades 3-9, The

1o



Gray Orgl Reading Test. and the Slosson Orul Rewding Test A percentage of
sight recogniton vocabulary correctly spelled was obtained by dictaung to
each subject the words cotrectly pronoutteed on the Slosson Oral R eading
Test. From this witten spelling test. spelling errory were analyzed and
categorired according 1o Boder's thiee ertar ty pe classifications Subyect’s
Wechsler Inteliigence Scales were grouped into categones of lifteen armose
golms discrepancy between the Verbal 1Q and Performuance Q o1 less than
fteen pointydiscrepancy between the two scales /

Findings and Conclusians The full scale 1Q range for the group was
from 94 10 120 with the mean 1Q bemg 104 T'en sutffects had fifteen o1
more points discrepancy between the Verbal Scale 1Q and the Performance
Scale {Q with ine of theye having larger Performance Scate 1Q's There was
not a single Wechsler Verbal 1Q-Performance 1Q pattern that would prefhct
severe reading and/or spelling difficulies There was some evidence of a
tndency toward significant reading difficulies when the Performance 1Q
was fifteen points or more higher than Verbal I1Q The mean esumated
reading expectancy grade score was 10 2 Silent reading vocabulary grade
score mean was 5 5. silent reading paragraph compiehension grade score
mean was § 1 word recogmuon vocabulary grade scote mean was 6 2 and
oral reading grade score mean was 38 Ten subjects were unable to spell
fity peroentof their [eading grade level sight.recognition vocabulary Each

_ subject's spelling error were classified as dysphonetic, dyseidetic or mixed
dysphonetic-dyserdetic Misspelling classifications produced three distnct,
almost equal groups with nine subjects dysphoneuc; eight dyseidetic and
nine mixed dyvsphonetic-dyseidetic

COLLEGE ENGLISH PERFORMANCE OF ADVANCED
PLACEMENT ENGLISH ALUMNI COMPARED TO SIMILAR
NON-ADVANCED PLACEMENT ALUMNI Order No. 8002868

Kanov, Diaxa K | Fo D The Unuversiry of Flonda, 1979. 212pp
Chaiman: Dr Vincent McGuire

The purposc of this study was to determine the effectiveness of the
Advanced Placement English Program 1n Polk County, Flonda, 1n terms of
the AP alum:i's success i college Enghsh courses, in receiving college
credit for AP Enghsh. and 1n exempuing specific freshman college Fnghsh
courses In addivon, the Students’ personal evaluauons along with the AP

. English teacherg’ comments were sought

Daua were gathered on the 412 AP Englhsh alumni from the mine tugh
schools which had offered AP English from 197516 1978 Sunultancously. a
companson group was selected on the basis of class rank, English

- background, and SAT verbal subscores Both groups were sent
questionnaires to complement the informauon collected from school
records. Two t-tests were run on the first college English course grades of
each group in order 10 test the null hypothesis which stated that there-would
be no significant difference between the acadermc performance of Advanced
Placement Enghsh students in their first college English course and the
performance of a group of acadermically equated students who did not
participate in AP Fnghsh The tests showed no sigmficant difference at the
01 or 05 levels: therefore -the null hypothesis was accepted.

Of the AP respondents. 38 2 percent had received college credit based
on the AP examination, and 39.6 percent had been exempted from one or
more freshman Eglish courses. The grades in the, college Enghsh courses
they did take wert 36.7 percent “A’s” and 453 percent "B's.”

Former AP students specified that the course helped them most in
writing compositions, interpreting hterature, developing good study habus.
and gaining self-confidence. The AP English teachers’ percepuons of the
course were similar to those of the students. Both groups recommended
retention and expansion of the AP Program.

The findings of this study indicated that the Advanced Placement
English Program is succeeding in its objectives for academically talented
gudents in Polk County by prepanng them to do well in college English
courses, teaching superior language arts and study skills, and encouraging
positive attitudes toward English. '

The following recommendations for improvement of the AP Program in
Polk County grew out of this study: (1) The teaching load of AP instructors
should be reduced to four classes per day. (2) Students should be ir\wtgd 10
join the AP class based on teacher recommendations, but the final decision
should be made by the student (3) Sequential honors English courses
should be established throughout high school. (4) Advanced Plagement
English classes should be limited to the number of qualified students
interested, With a maximum of twenty. (5) Library materials should be
ordered to supplement classroom books. (6) Advanced Placement English
should cantinue 1o stress composition, analytical thinking, interpretation of

" Htersture, reading, vocabulary, and grammar. (7) Advanted Placement
courses should be added in other subjects aocordinf 10 the needs and
3+ ~~ests of the students as well as }he aviilability of competent, willing

/
teachely at each school (R) A connty pohey should be established
concernipg the weighting of grades wnadvanced acadennc subjects, so that
students are not penahzedan dass standings by taking dificult courses
(9) Students should beencounged to take the AP exaginations given by
the College Noard (10) € ounty wade meetungs should be set up to fachtate
commumcation among those mvolved in the AP Program (11) Faculty and
parent meenngs shonld acquamt the staft and community wath the purposes
and accomphshments of the Advanced Placement Iogram

AGE AND SEFX DIFFILRENCES IN CAUSAL ATTRIBUTIONS FOR
MATH AND ENGLISH IN ADOLESCENTS Order No. 8009071

KEsseL, Lovist Jover, Pu 1) Univeran of Hhinow ar Urbana Champaign,
1979 138pp :

Age and sex changesan the causal atnbutions for mathoand ¥ 'nghsh
achievement were exanmuned for two concerns academice achiey ement in
general and pervona) expenence of success and fatdure The prune focus

was on age and sex differences n the concepts of abihity and effort, with
secondary interestin luck, task difficulty, and teacher versus independence
atuributions Students“perceptions of the sex-role stereotyping of math and
Enghish were examined, and students were asked to rate theiwr academx
sianding 1n math and English and to account for thewr achievements in these
subjects. The subjects were 352 sixth and tenth graders from two rural and
urban counties in lihnois, balanced for age and sex The students were

.Administered a battery of questionnaires in which pairs of contrasting
attributions for academic achievement were compared, using a 5-point,
forced-choice bipolar scale Statistical analyses were basedona2x2x 2
analysis of vanance design, the threec main ¢ffects being grade (sixth, teath),
subject matter (math, Enghsh). and sex. .

Results support previous findings that there are developmental changes
in the use of ability and effort attributions, tenth graders making more.
ability and less effort attnbutions than sixth graders (p < .001). Resuits on
sex differences indicated that although boys and girls did not differ in their
use of ability and effort in explaining academic achievement in general, in
the tenth grade they differed markedly in the way they used these
attributions to explain their own achievement In the tenth grade, boys and
girls were found to differ significantly (p < 001), pnmarily due tothe  *
notable increase in the use ¢f ability and decrease in the use of effory,
attnbutions among the boys but not the girls. In the sixth grade no
sgnificant sex differences were found. Surpnsingly, no main effects were
found for the failure ¢ondition. An examination of the effect of subject
matter (math versus English) on ability and effort attributions indicated that
the most interesting finding was the significant sex x subject matter
interaction for effort (p < .05), girls using more effort attributions than boys
to explain their success in math (p < .001), but not in English. No such
interaction was found for ability. In general, girls exceeded boys in their uge
of luck atuributions for both success and failure (p < .05). Students perceived
math as more sex-appropriate for males ind English as more sex-
appropriate for females (p < 001), although there was no replication of the
main effect for grade reported by Stein and Smithells {1969).

. Results were examined in the light of current research on the
development of sex differences in atinbutions, and the imponance of sex-
role stereotyping in the development and maintenance of causal attributions
was emphasized Implications for further research and for application to the
classroom were discussed, with special fcus on the issuk of sex differences
in math achievement.
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EXPECTATIONS OF SINTH AND SEVENTH GRADE TEACHERS
CONCERNING SELECTED LANGUAGE ARTS COMPETENCIES
OF STUDENTS Order No. §011789
KQRTMEYER, GhORIA FLORENCE CrABTRYE, PUDY University of Minnesota,
1979..161pp  Adviser:, Robert Dykstma

This study originated from a concern for the lack of articulation in thé
language arts curriculum between sixth and seventh grade. The purpose of

e research was to investigate the extent to which sixth-grade tcachers and
junior high school seventh-grade teachers differ in their expectations

ncerning the language arts competencies of students who had completed

ijth grade and to determine whether there were significant differences
which might affect articulation between the two designated grades.

-*A questionnaire covering the major arcas of language arts skills was
developed through consultation with six authorities haying expertise in
divergent wreas of language arts; through inspection of language arts
textbaoks for sixth and seventh grades; by examination of various types of
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- grouped children, a classroom teacher, and a part-ume aide. The classes

. . indicated a significant difference in favor of the experimental group. These

mnking scales. and thiough a prlotstudy  The tesulting himited response
mrvey questionnaite was sent o 21 sinth grade and sesenth grade teachers
in four community classifications’in Minnesota (Inner City, Other Uthan,
Suburban and Smalt Lown) OF the tutal cample afteachers, 210 ar Yl
percent responded

The teacheis wete categonized by grade taught, years of teaching
experience and commumty claswficaton  The statstical design selected was
the analysis of vanance (ANOVA) which ted ta the iement af twa maor
research questions to be tested (1) 1o what extent do elementary sixth
grade teachers differ in the expectatons of language asts competence they
hold for students who have completed sixth grade? (2} 1 dafterent
expectavons of language arts competence do eust, to what extent aie they
related 1o the factors of tength of teaching expenence and type of
tommunsty in which a schoulis located? .

The resultvindicated there were sigmficant dilterences i language arts
competency evpectancies betw een the teachers of sivth and seventh grade
language arts with sixth grade teachers indicating cansistentty higher
expectations than seventh grade teacher There were patteins of high and
low expectancics for both giades ‘The tradilional skidl areas (wiiting and
reading) showed higher expectations were held for them than for crespve,
comprehensive types of actvities such as dramaties, play productan, of
choric speech ¥ ew differences or interactions resuited in the areas of years
of teaching experience o1 commumty classificaton

Since the findmgs indicated higher expectations from sixth grade
teachers, théimphcation appeans to be that articulatnon should be no major
problem 1s the difficulty then a problem of gdnumsuration and
communication and not a problem of teacher expectatons? It wonltd seem
important 10 develop better understanding, closer workang relatanships and
exchange of informaton among teachers of difterent grade levels wathin and
smong schools; among teachers and curnculum speaiahists or coordinators
within and among schouls; and ymong teachers, curnculum spectahists of
coordinators, and administrators within school systemns

/

THE EFFECTS OF A TEACHER-DESIGNED LANQUAGE ARTS
PROGRAM ON KINDERGARTEN CHILDREN: ACOMPARATIVE
STUDY Order No. 8004555

. Masors, ELizasev SPURtOCK, FD D The University of Alabama, 1979

150pp.

The problem 1n the study was to investigate whether kindergarien
children who parucipated in a teachqr-designed language @its program
made greater gains on the Metropolian Readiness Tests than did children
who did not parucipate. ’

Subproblems investigated in the study were whether there was a
difference in e effectiveness of the language arts program for black
children and white children, for boys and girls, for children younger than
the average and those older than the average, and for those who scored
below the pretest mean and those who scored above.

The population of the study included two Tite I kinderganen classes in
a rural, south Alabama town Both classes contained 23 heterogeneously .
were housed in separate buildings.

The teacher of the experimehtal group was provided seven two-hour
training sessions petaining to the philosophy and iniplementation of the -
"Write to Read” language arts program, designed by the investigator.
Immediately following the training sessions, the teacher instituted the
program for 12 weeks. o

The language arts program included such activities as the voluntary use
of an ant center stocked with felt pens and paper, creating pictures and
designs from their experiences and imagination, dictating short stories about
their pictures or designs with the teacker printing the stories directly onto
the pictures, copying the stories, and "practicing” words from the picture
ftories to develop sight vocabulanies.

The Metropolitgn R eadiness Tests were used as a pre- and posttest
maeasure of achievement. Pretests were administered to the experimental
and content groups on March 1 and 2, 1978. The posttest was administered

on May 23 and 24, 1978,

A rtest performed on the pretest scores of the control and experimental

* groups indicated that the achievement of the two groups was statistically

significantly different initially, with the difference being in favor of the

“control group. An analysis of covariance, using pretest scores as a covariant,

was applied. The results of the analysis of the adjusted posttest means

.

results were verified through the application of the Lindquist Type |

. analysis. The tregtment, participation in the language ans program, seemed

‘@"ﬂvepositively affected children's achievement scores. .

Pre: and posttest scates tor the childien m the expenimental groups also
were analyred using o covanant analvsis, when necessary, and & 1 mdquist
Type L design There were no satstically significagt differences 1n gans in
the scores f@ tht chuldren when thes were subgrouped and compared by
race (black/white) sex (boyZgul), age (younyer than the average/older than
the aveiage). and performance (scotes below the inean/socres above the
mean) .

Two major conclusions diawn were (1) Paricipation in the “Write (o
Read” language arts progiam posinvely affected imdergantien children’s
perfonnances However, the effects could not be solated for the training
penod provided the teacher: fot individual attention deyoted to the
children, {or mdimidual attention devoted to the children; and for "novel”
acuvities i the program Consequently, a judgment cannot be imade as to
which companent or components of the program contributed 10 the
differences in peiformance (2) The language aris progiain saemed to have
a similar effect on all chuldren who parucipate in it Therefore, it may be a
viable program for childien of different races, both boys and gurls, younger
and older children, and lower and higher performers

Recommendations included that classroom teachers be appriased of the
posiive results obtained in this study and that mterested teachers be
provided mseivice in using the program It was recommended also that
research of this type be continued in an effort 1o identify effective ways of
teaching young chitdren Speafic rtecommendatons are made for further
study.
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AN EYALUATION OF ACHEEAEMENT AND ATIHITUDES OF
STUDENTS ENROLLED IN A TRADIFRONAL ENGLISH
PROGRAM AND THOSE IN AN FLFCHVE ONFE

MaNTEL, FowarD Wi tiam, Fn D "University of Southern California, 1979.
Chairman: Wilham Georgiades

Purpose The puipose of the study was to find the qcrenccs in sttitude
and English achicvement between Department of Defehse Dependents
Schools, Furope {DODDSEUR) semors in trachtional English programs and
those in elechivg programs

Methodojdgy The study used a quasi experimental posttest only design.
The control group consisted of 143 semors from the three DODDSEUR
schools with traditional Faglish programs The expenmental group
oonsisted of 140 seniors from three high schools with elective English
programs that were similar in soaioeconomic status to the traditional
schools. The programs at the vanous schools were described. The essential
differences between the two programs was the right of students to choose
their classes Three instruments were used: a questionnaire, the Purdue
Scale to Measure Attitude Toward Any School Subject, and the Cooperative
English Tests !

The independent vanables were tréatment (elective or traditional T

English), whether one parent spoke English as a second language, sex, and
socioeconomic status The dependent variables were attitude, vocabulary,
reading comprehension, English expression, and total English The data
were analyzed using two factonal designs. One was a three-way analysis of
variance that checked for the interaction of treatment, sex, and
socioeconomic status (SES) on the five dependent variables The other was a
tworway analysis of vanance that checked for the effect of treatment and
whether or not a parent spoke Fuglish on the five dependent vanables. The
level of significance for the Fratio was sct at 05.

Findings Significant mean differences in gcores were found in the

-following two instances: (1) Between those enrolled in an elective English

grogram and thosc 1n a traditional program in all five dependent variables.
tudents in the clective programs had higher scores. (2) Between students
with one parent who spoke English as a second language enrolled in an
elective English program and those in a traditional one on all five dependent
variables Students in the elective programs had highet scores. The
differences in the vocabulary score in the last instance were attnbuted to
both treaunent and membership in the group, a parent wgh English asa
second language. .

Conclusions. (1) Students who choose their Enghish classes have moge
positive atitudes towards English than those who are assigned courses.
(2) Student achievement appears to be positively infuenced when students
are permitted to choose their own classes. (3) Permitting students to choose
their English classes does not differentially affect the attitude or
achievement of any of the following groups of students: females, males,
high SES, low SES, females with high SES, females with low SES, males
with high SES, males with low SES (4) Students with a parent who speaks
English 85 2 second language appear to have more positive attitudes and
greater achicvement in English when permitted to choose their own English
classes. .
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Recommen danpy DODDSHUR should retam ity elective Fnghsh
programs if the ctenont for change s achiesementan Eaghsh Further

tion Department, Reports of the Syllabus Committees, published
and unpublished State sylabi and supplenients, and published

should be conducted toexplore ()”L('l fac ‘f"\"“"““”g Faghsh ~and Unpublished tetters, repgris, correspondence, and memo-
achievement A longitudinal study of the etectve Faghsh pragram should randa of the State Fducdtion Department. Secondary sources
be made . included books on the history of educatfin in the State and atudies

and surveys refevant to the probtem
-

Al

S . The Findings
“THE EFFECTS OF NORM SPEAKING RATE AND_TIME-

" The system of a State syllabys for the elementary grades

COMPRESSED RATE IN AUDIO TAPED MAT{"‘RIM' l"l'.()N I'HF evolved from conditions existing tn the ungradod commaon schogls o
LISTENING COMPRFHENSION AND RETENTION-OF COLLEGE* of New York in the late 1A80's. The initiative in writing a graded
STUDENTYS ! Order No. 8001590 :  course of study was taken by some concerned counly commis-

sioners, and in 1895, the responsibility was transferred to the

I MILLER, James P)Ill.ijl., f{) D Oklakoma State University, 1919 131pp State Superintegdent of Public Instruction. The main reason for
~ Scope of Study. This dissernation investigated the effects ofnorm suchaprovision was fo g{ve order and palance to instruction.

speaking rate and ume-compressed rate in audio taped matenal upon the Until 1905, there was no unified syllabus in English, only '
comprehensiorr aid retention of tollege students The problem considered the separately listed branches of Reading, Writing Spo'lflng and
was: Can the tme-compression of audio taped material in conjunction with . Language® By 1940, the focus shifted from drill to activities
a stabilized speaking rate save presentation ume w._ilhout 3“”‘“3, due to the emergent child-study movement, and the English
comprehension and retention? Also. can prgsen;am')’n rate of audio taped guides became child-centered and more fNeogible in content and
matenal be altered to reduce opl.?mal listening time? A sub-purpose of the ‘ methods. Reading, Writlng, Language and Literature remained
study was to determine 2 “norm” speaking rate for the Oklahoma ares - the constant components of elementary English. -

Fifty-three students representng three sections of CIED 3122 were tested The movement in the establishment of a State syllabus for

) hension of audio tapes presented at differing rates. The
(a:’el‘::\::tlj’(‘)fxwmfi:crcr" ;00 per cent colr)n[;re:ssiOn or normal sp%aking rate secondary schools grew out of a necessity for,some uniformity
p a)gnc . . of standard to serve as a fair basis of distributlng the State

for the Okl aarea; 125 per cent compression; And 140 per cent ] .
. ! . funds to schools. Thus, in 1864,.the Regents preliminary exaim-
oompression Th es of the aydio tapes used in the ’ ’ e
pression ¢ order of presentaton udio tap Inattons were instituted. The success of this testing measure

listenipg comprehension study was determined by the “Latin Square™

mnge’nenl ;;mmcdmlely following the three histening passages. subjects :“ 'l‘;";,'“:! the standard of instruction prompted its extension,
were administered an investigator- designed hstening comprehension n » to the secondary branches. The Regents assumed the
examination, one examination for each listening passage. The listening responsibility of issuing a summary statement in the required
retention test--a composite of the three histening comprehension studies, and in 1880, the first syllabus was tasued as an adjunct
examinations-- was administered one week later. Due to absentecs, only 47 to the State examinations.

students partigipated in the retention poruon of the study. Subject test Before 1895, the subject of English language and literature
scores on the two listening examinations were used in computing the was outlined in terms of branches. The campaign for a con-

analysis of variance and the “eta” test for statistical significance found in the secutive and extensive study of the vernhcular established a
results ofllu'; study Baseline data for establishirfg a “norm™ $peaking rate graded four year course. The emphasis was on literary infor-
_for the Oklahoma area was determined by a sub-test using 22 faculty mation and on an acquaintance with the principles of grammar
. members of the College of Education at Oklahoma State {Jnivcrsily.'E'ach' ' and rheforic, Begipning [rOf 1934, the smphasts shifted-toward — —-—
sub-test subject read for recording a 300 word hstening passage. The passage socialization and individualization of instruction, and the gur-
was réad twice and an average speaking rate in words per minute was riculuym prescription gave widy to selection. Reading, Litera-
established ' ture, Library Instruction, Oral English, Compositlon, Grammar
Findings and Conclusions. No sigmficant diffesences were found * - and Spelling formed the major components of English study.
~ between nate of presentation of audio taped matcrial presentation rate and The English syllabus of the sixties presented an articulated
. listening comprehension and retention of college students. The “eta” test for sequential program, running from Kindergarten through Grade
statistical significance indicated that only four per cent of the vanance of 12, with major concentration on communication and learning
comprehension test scores and five per cent of the variance of retention test the tools of inquiry In the areas of Reading, Composition, Lis-
scores was accounted for by the rate of presentation. This indicated that . tening and Speaking, Literature and Langdage. -

students can be presented audio taped matenal at rates up to 225 words per

: . . . Up to the year 1910, the syllabus was revised as a matter
minute without suffering appreciaBle losses 1n compreQension and

of policy. Afterwards the revisions were undertaken to update .

rctcn;ion. Analysis of dala of the sub-test subjlcC;S 'reszlled in establishing a the guides in acco;'dange with the changing educational view- -
nomm speaking rate for the Oklahoma arca at 169 words per minute. points. From 1880 to 1972, the comimittee method, the co-  *
- > operative-approach, and the modified curriculum approkch were

used successively in formulating the syllabi. For the past cen-
tury, the issuance of a State syllabus has ﬁn a continuous ac-

b ' . tivity. The purpose of the English syllabus'pas changed from
o -~’I‘HE--N.B«»:~YORK . STATE .ELEMENTARY AND SECONDARY - a prescriptive outliné to a suggestive curricutum framework,
ENGLISH SYLLABUS: ITS INCEPTION AND DEVELOPMENT ‘ '
e TO 1972 Order No. 7926202 ) ) -
MUNJAL, Ish N, Ed.D. State University of New York at Buf- ‘
_ falo, 1979. 455pp. . THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE SUBSKILLS IN LISTENING
. . COMPREHENSION TO THE SUBSKILLS IN READING COM-
. . . ' PREHENSION Order No. 8001571
v _ The Problem - .
. The major purpose of the study was to trace the origin and . NEAL, Christina Maude, Ph.D. Michigan State University,
development of the New York State Elementary and Secondary 1979, 105pp.
English syllabus to 1972. Specific aims were: (1) to récon- . : : .
struct, in & chronological order of events, the historical past In addition to the research on the relationship of listening
of this present tradition of the State’s participation in issuing v to reading and on the development of models of réading com-
" the English syllabi, and (2) to'identify the objectives, and scope ~ prehension, in depth research on reading comprehension was )
' and.sequence of the English syllabt. \ done by Davis and others. Davis believed that he had con-
' . oo ' firmed the independent existence of comprehension skills by |
) : . . his factor analytic studies. . '
w ) ot : Although some research was dgne to confirm the existence .
’ The investigation was conducted through the historical re- - of listening comprehension as a general ability, little research

" search method. The pNmary sources consulted for assembling has been done to determine if component skills within listening

the data were: the New York State Regents' Reports, Reports comprehension could be confirmed, the next question would
! Q Department of Public Instruction, Reports of the Educa« focus on the correlation of the identified listening comprehen- - .
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sion skills to the regding comprehension skills which were
\dentified in past research.

This study was designed to identify the operational skills
which pupils amploy when engaged in the reading comprehen-
sion act and In the listening comprehension act. The study
also investigated the pupils’ use of operational skills in the
listening act whose ldentity corresponded In nature to the op-
. erational skills employed by puplls engaged (n the reading act.

R Factor analysis was used to establish the existence of opera-
T flonal akilles for the ljstening comprohension act. [t was orig-

" thally hopqd that corfelations between operational skills used

s;‘zin listening comprehension and the ones used in reading com-

" prehension could bé computed. However, 1t ¢ould not be de-

e

termined as a result of low loadings on the factor anulysis.

Using the top and the bottom twenty-fifth percentile as a
designation of peor and of good readers, an itein by item com-
parison deterinined if Qifferences in pupil performance existed
between those puplils scoring in various ranges on the lowa .
Tést of Basic Skilis--Reading subtest. ot \

Independent operational skills employed by pupils engaged
in the listening comprehension act were not identified for the
population of this study. However, pupll performances on both
the reading and the listening tests indicated that differences in
performance were distinguishable on various types of compre-
hension questions by differing ability groups of puplls. After
comparipg pupll performances in three ability ranges, a hler-
archy of comprehension skills was indicated. suggesting that
detall questions were low on the hierarchy and that organiza-
1ion and evaluation questions were high on the hierarchy.

TEACHING PARENTS TO TEACH THEIR CHILDREN TO
PRINT; THE FFFECTS OF AN INSTRUCTIONAL PACKAGE
: Order No. 8005521

PermuE, PATRICIA ANN, Pu.D. The University of Arizona, 1979. 64pp.

. Director: T. R. Kratochwall

This study evaluated the effectiveness of a behavioral instructional
peckage 0 teach parents how to teach their children an acadenuc task
(printing). The parents were instructed in the use of the instructional
package containing these composents: modelling (physical and verbal),

itive feedback. corrective feedback, and general verbal reinforcement.

¢ parents then utilized these techniques in teaching their children how to

%’\nl the upper-case alphabet letters. )

A

E

Three children, aged four and five years, and their mothers participated
in the study. These gﬁildrcn were chosen from the population seen by a
pediatrician ¥n private practice. Bascline and intervention phases were
conducted in the pediatrician’s office.

. A multiple:baseline (across subjects) design was used. Baseline data were

lected on two dependent variables, namely the parents’ teaching
viors and the children’s printing responses. The parents were trained, at
the office site, until they attained criterion and then the teaching continued
s home. :
+ This movement from the training setting to the home provided a
measure of generalization of parent teaching behaviors across settings. The
ts were also required to teach their children another académic task
making numerals) and a non-academic task (specific to‘each child). This
teaching provided a measure of generalization of parent skills to use in
- teaching another academic task and a non-academic task. To assess
maintenance across time, follow-up measurés.were taken, on both
dependent variables, at 2-week apd 4-week intervals. 2
As one measure of social validation, the parents completed a
questionnaire on which they responded to statements concerning the
of the parent training program. Another social validation measure
- was obtained by having four adults, blind to the purpose of this study,
evaluate and rank order printing sampfes of the three children in the study.
The samples were taken from the baseline, intervestion, and home teaching

All of the parents showed great improvements over baséline
tmance of the target teaching behaviors. Two of the children, after
ation. demonstrated an increase over the number of criterion letters
during baseline teaching sessions. The third child also showed an
m nt after parent intervention but the baseline data for this child
that the printing skills were iinproving prior to any intervention.
The parent tegching skills geheralized very well to the home setting; they
¢iso ganeralized across Jasks to use in teaching another academic skill; for
two of the three parenly the teaching skills generalized to use in teaching the
Q weadernic task, The 2->vcck and 4-wedk follow-up measures

L

demonstrated that the parents maintained thei teaching behaviors at a high

. rate and the children had maintained their pnnting sklls

-

On the questionnaire the parents stiongly agrced that the task (p\hntmg)
was & meahingful one. that theun chaldien’s pnnting had improved because
of participation in the program. and that_ the teaching skills they had learned
would be uscful i teaching other tasks The 1atngs given to the children’s
pninung indicated an improvement across each of the stages of the study

These results indhcate that paients can learn specific instructional sklls
and can use them 10 teach their childien the skall of printing The results
also indicate that such skalls can be taughtin a taiming setung and can be
genérahired to the home setuny

L4
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SCHOOLU-RFLATED CAUSES OF AND POSSIBLE REMEDIES 10
THE w'( l.l\l.\'(‘} WRIING AND VERBAL SKILLS QF HIGH
SCHOOL STUDENLS: A NATIONAL SURMEY OF HIGH
SCHOOL. ENGEHISH TFACHERS > (rder No. 8011244
SARGENT. Nanty Piscnrr Fp D University of South Carolina, 1979
l68pp‘

This study surveyed 579 expmcm'ch-‘nghxh teachers in all 50 states to
determiune ' they perceived a decline in verbal and wiiting skills of non-
white and white students. what might be the reasons for such declines: and
what possible remedies or strategies could elinunate such peiceived decline

A total of 579 questionnaires were sent 10 a proportionale straufied
random sample of high school Fnghsh chanpersons across the United
States The chanpersons chose an expenenced Fnghsh teacher to answer the

esuonnaire The questionnaire had two major divisions: statements
:lr‘&)osmg causes for language and wnting skills deficiencies, and statements
proposing ways to improve language and wnting skills Each of these two
mayor divisions contained the four arcas within the schools most closely
connected with causes and remedies: the students, the teachers, the
curnculum and the administrators '

The teacher was also asked to indicate on a checklist if he or she felt that
white and nonywhite students had successfully mastered 34 specific
language and writing skills.

The 1otal number of teachers responding was 376, a2 65% retum The

‘daw from the questionnaire were placed on computer forms. An SAS
computer program was sclected for statistical analysis of the data Mean

scores from all of the subsections of the questipnnaire were computed and
ranked from highest mean scores 10 the lowest mean scores in the faur areas
of the cause categories (students, teachers, curriculum, and administrators)
as well as the same four areas wi?n the remedy categories.

Resalts.of the skills mastery checklist showed that teachers perceived
white students’ mastery of language and writing skills to be significantly
greater than that of non-white students. '

The two highest ranked stateinents of cause for non-white and white
stydents werc that §1) students are entering hjgh schgol with weaker
backgrounds than they were five years ago, and (2) students are less
inclined to stydy and do homework.

The two highest tanked remedy statements were that (1) teachers need
to set and adhere to fair and challenging minimim academic standards,
especially for clectives, and (2) students should accept more responsibility
and be held accountable for their own decisions. . .

As a result of this study several recommendations were made that thay
possibly reverse the trend in declining language arts and verbal skills

- achievement of high school students. (1) Ways should be sought for

teachers to set and adhere to fair and challenging minimjum academic
standards--possibly through inservice training focusing on performance-
based instructional design. (2) Since students should accept more B
responsibility and be held accountable for their own decisions, guidance
ocounselors at the elementary and middle-school levels should cpnduct
sessions to develop student awareness and decision-making skills; and
counselors at-the high school level should provide professional and
vocational aptitude testing with appropriate counseling along with career
planning sessions. (3) Teachers should place more emphasis on teaching
basic language and writing skills. (4) Teachers and administrators should
support each other in enforcing daily classroom attendance. (5) Ways
should be considered to relieve teachers and/or administrators of ime-
consuming non-academic paperwork and duties--possibly through the use
of additional clerical aides. (6) Principals need to spend more time on
tmproving the instructional program--possibly through the assistance of -
curriculum and{or instructional specialists. (7) Teachers should engagein

* mdre pre-writing exércises and (8) Curricula should specify and clearly

* define school goals anqobjectives.

v
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THE ANALYSIS d¥ CONTENT-TECHINICAL V()(‘Alllll.ARQ FOR
PRONUNCIATION AND MEANING BY STUDENTS IN GRADES
SIX THROUGH NINE Order No. 8005262

SAVAGE, RONALD CuaRLES, ED D Boston University School of Fducation,
1979 202pp Major Professor: Thomas F Cullion, Jr

Overview. This study was undertaken in order to investigate the analysis
of content-technical vocabulary for pronunciation and meaning by students
in grades six through nine A total of ninety-su students, twenty-four per
grade level, were divided into “above average,” “average.” and "below
average” readers based upon their comprehension grade equivalent scores
for the California Achievement Tesr--Reading (Cat--Reading)

Students were then admimstered the Wilicock Masrery Tests for grade
equivalent scores in the following areas: “word idenuficatjon,” “word
attack.” and "word comprehepgion.” Lastly, students were individually
adminutered a senes of ten paNiges containing a content-techmcal word.
“Students weie asked 10 analyze the content-technical word for  «
pronunciation and meaning and were individually scored for their:

(1) Methods of pronunciation analysis (2) Methods of meaning analysis.
{3) Process-ordering of “internal” and “external” word analysis skills.

Results (1) Correct pronunciation analysis of content-technical word
does nbt necessarily insure a corresponding correctness in meaning analysis.
{2) Correct meaning analysis of & comcm-lechnica\l word does not
necessarily insure corresponding correctness in pronunciation analysis.

(3) Above Average Readers prefer 2 multi-attack miethod focusing on
axternal word analysis first and interhal word analysis second. (4) Average
Readers tend 10 analyze content-technical words for internal clues first and
external clues second. (5) Below Average Readers rely 100 heavily on
internal phonic analysis clues; tend to substitute word pronunciatons; and
"rarely search beyond the immediate parameters of the content-technical
word for contextual meaning information.

These results were viewed as being imporant in that: (1) Middle and
junior high school teachers need to show the students hoy to independently
analyze the content-technical vocabulary in their particular subject areas.
(2) Average and Below Average Readers in grades six through ninggpeed
instruction in the multi-attack methods of analyzing content-technical
vocabulary. (3) The “internal” clues of phonic analysis and structural
analysis are important in unlocking content-technical words for
pronunciation and meaning.

It is hoped that the findings of this investigation will help middie and
jumior high school teachers assist their students in the analysis of content-
technical vocabulary.

-

THE EFFECTS OF KINDERGARTEN LISTENING
COMPREHENSION TRAINING ON FIRST GRADE READINESS
AND FIRST GRADE ACHIEVEMENT Order No. 8011494
TURNER, ELIZABETH JANE ALEXANDER, PH.D. Mississippi State Urifversity,
1979, Sépp. Director: Avis J. Ruthven '

The problein was to investigate the effects of kindergarten listening
comprehension training on three measures: listening comptehension skill,
first grade readiness, apd achievement at the end of first grade. This

roblem was derived ftom the language arts model and subsequent research
(Artley, 1950). Proponents of the model have described the development of
langusge arts skills as a hierarchy with listening as the most basic skill,
followed by speaking, reading, and writing, in that order. The skills have
been assumed to be sequential, interrelated, and teachable

The subjects of the study were 66 kindergarten pupils enrolled in a
public school system in west Alabama. The kindergarten classes were part of

* 2 Titke |, ESEA, pilot program. Pupils had been sclected for kindergarten

classes on the basis of family income, with low-income familics receiving
priority. An ongoing Title Il project designed to investigate other aspects of
listening comprehension and first grade readiness gave the experimenter
access 10 the three kindergarten classes in this study. Each of the classes
contained 22 pupils There were 35 females and 31 males: there were 35
black pupils and 31 wrig’upils. :

The three kindergart® classes had been randomly assigned to treatment
conditions (two experimental, one control). Prior to treatment, pupils were
tested for initial listening comprehension skill and first grade readiness.
Following 4 months of treatment, posttest measures of listening
comprehension skill and first grade readiness were taken. At the end 0

pils’ first grade year, pupils wére tested for first grade achicvement.
nstruments used were: Assessment of Children’s Language Comprehension
(Foster, Gidden, & Stark, 1973); Mctropolitan Readiness Tests; and
California Achievement Tests, 1970 Edition, Reading Battery.

Experimentat group 1 (Tapes) received a minjmum of 60 listening

O prehension lessons over the 4 month treatment period. Instructions!

{

J

matenals were prepared and deycloped by the teacher and local staff under
the direction of the Title 1] project consultant Faperunental group 2, Pre-
Reading Skills (PRS), received a mummum of five weekly lessons in
hstenmipg compichension Instructional matenals were taken from the Pre-
Reading Shills Kt (I ncyclopedia Bitanmica, 1974) The control group
1eceived the tradhnonal inderganen progrm

Sex and race of pupls were built into the desigrin an attempt to control
extraneous vanance Pictest measures af both hatémng comprehension and
first grade 1cadimess were used as covanables

Multivanate analy<s of covanance was used In additon, means
contrasts wete-computed for first grade readiness .

Multivanate analysis mdicated sigmficant treatinent diffeiences, 42, 37)

< 507, p< 001, on.the vetors of dependent vanables (hypothesis 1),
Univariate analyses of covariance of the et dependent vaniables indicated
a sigmficant trcatment cffect only in first gladc-chincss, H2,37) = 1552,
p< 001 an‘r. contrasts for first grade readiness showed that the PRS
grQup scored significantly. mgher, M1, 37) = 741, p< 01, than the conugl
group. and sigmficantly igher, M1, 37) :: 30 05, p < 001, than the Tapes
group. The conuol group scored significantly agher, M{1,37) = 7 11, p<
05. than the Tapes group.

The second hypothesis--no sigmificant interactions among sex, race, and
reatment--was also rejected A significant interachion, H2,37) = 271, p<
05, was found between race and teatment -

These results were related to the language arts model. It wids concluded
that results parhally supporied the model and that the PRS Kit appearéd 10
be a valuable tool for enhancing first grade readiness Recommendations for
application and future research on histening comprehension training were
discussed.

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND ATTITUDES DURING
SUBJECT/VERB AGREEMENT UNITS. TAUGHT IN COLLEGE
ENGLISH CLASSES WHEN FLANDERS INTERACTION
, ANALYSIS 1S USED AS A TRAINING VARIABLE
Order No. 8003188

VANNATTA, BILLY WAYNE, Pu.D. Texas A&M University, 1979. 81pp.
Chairman: Dr. Glenn Johnson

The purpose of this investigation gvas to determine if training in
Flanders Interaction Analysis (FIA) would affect student achievement and
student attitudes in college English classes where subject/verb agreement
was the-topic of study Furthermore, thé study was designed to examine if
students taught by instructors trained in FIA vis-i-vis an expert trainer
would have significantly different achievement and attitudes from those
students taught by instructors trained in FIA by means of a self-paced
modality.

Three Yeaching assistants participated in the study, each having two
sections of students. One teaching assistant was randomly selected to recejve
F1A uaining vis-3-vis an expert trainer, one teaching assistant was randomly
selected to receiye FIA training by means of a self-paced module, and one
teaching assistant was randomly selected to receive no FIA training. Thus
two expenmental groups and an active control group, totalling 123 students,
were involved in the research.

Five instruments were used to collect data: the teaching assistants’
recording of FIA, a 26-item, four-option objective test over FIA, an attitude
inventory administered to the teaching assistants over the FIA training
program, a 30-item, four-option objective test over the subject/verb
agreement unit of study; and an attitude inventory over the subject/vetb
agreement unit of study. - ’

Simpl?amhmclical procedures were employed to analyze the data
collected from the teaching assistants trained in FIA. The teaching assistant
trained in F1A by the self-paced modMe had a lower coefficient o
interobserver reliability, had a Jower score on the FIA achievement test, and
had a lower mean on the attitude inventory than did the teaching assistant
trained in FIA vis-&-vis an expert trainer. The findings suggest that a greater
knowledge about F1A content can be gained by vis--vis training rather
than by a self-paced modality.®

An analysis of covariance was used 10 analyze the student data on
schievement ACT verbal scores and pretest scores were used as covariies
with the posttest soores. An analysis of vatiance was used to analyze the
student data on attitudes. The null hypothesis concerning student

. achievement failed to be rejected at the .05 level. The eleven-item attitude

inventory was analyzed item by item. The null hypothesis concerning -
student attitudes failedto be rejected at the .05 level for nine of the eleven

_ems. Oc the value of the subject/verb agreelneft unit of study and on the
nt

ungu f exposure 1o the content of the subject/verb agreerhent unit of

study in previous courses, significant differences were found among groups.

But an omega square calculated for each of the two items indicated that only
v
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a small percent (3 2 and 3 5. 1especuvely) of the vanance would be syntactic, scmintic, and grapiophonennc), it was concluded they did so .
attributed 10 the independent vanable ) eflecuvely than more expenenced 1eaders The present study suggests thint

It was concluded that there was no significant differences among groups young readers bing 8 developiog sound system ta the icading 1ask The
of studen{s on achievement of subject/verb agreement. In addition, it was young readers were capable of utihzing graphic cues wathin the total content
concluded that there was no sigmficant differences anrong groups of of language
students on atttudes toward the subject/verb agreement umit of study Y Suggestions for classtoom mstruction and future research were offered

The followhng recommendauons were made: (1) further studies should by the author as wel as duections lor unplementation -
be conducted with a larger number of teaching assistants trained in F1A by ’
a self-paced modahty and a vis-d-vis modahity so thit the effectiveness of . .
vis-4-vis training 1n FIA could be compared 10 the effectiveness of the self-
paced modahity of F1A training, (2) this study should be rephcated in . . . .
college level Enghish classes using areas of content other than subject/ verd THE EFFECTS OF ARTICULATORY DISORDERS UPON THE .
agreement, and (3) ths study should be rephcated in other non-science SPELLING ABILIIY OF THURD, FOURIH, AND FJFIH GRADE ’
areas of study. _ CHILDREN Order No. 8004660

-
v

WOODBURN, Rontrt James En D Universisy of Virginia, 1979 85pp.
Prqbfrm The purpose of tns study was 1o determine if articulatory
defects affected the spelling stiatepies used by third, fourth, and fifth grade
children )
Mclhodo‘logv A hist of twelve words was administered to twenty children
with articulatory defects The same list was admimistered to twenty ogper
children of comparable age, | Q. grade level, and rcading level These
matched studcnts had no detemunable aruculauon disotders. A test for
auditory discnmination was also administered to these twenty students to
determine if there was a sigmficant difference between-the two pairs.
Resulis and Conclusiony The results of this study indicate that auditry
discrimination does not in}fucncc spelhing achievement. Further, this study
indicated that the speech defective childien nusspelled words significanty
more than did their counterparns in the area of Deviant but not as 1o raw

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LOCUS-OF-CONTROL,
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT IN THE AREAS OF ENGLISH
AND MATHEMATICS AND YEAR-END ENGLISH AND
MATHEMATICS GRADES Order No. 8002280

VAUGHN, Barbara Ellen, Ed.D. University of South Carolina,
1979. 86pp. / '

The purpose of this study was to Yetermine the relationship
between locus of control, and academic achtevement in the

areas of Englishand Mathematics, as well as the relatidnship scores or the targeted sounds , <
between locus of control and year-end English and mathematice The conclusions drawn from this study are that the speech defective
grades. The relauonlshlps were also examined for differences child places less confidence on his abihty as a speller. He further spells
with reapect to sex. The Pearson Product-Momerit 4‘%‘;\0““0“ words as he speaks them and thus expencences more frequent errors than
was employed to determine the significance between t \(l - does the non-defective student However, as he becomes older and is
ables. This study resulted in locus of control showing a obr- constantly subjected 10 more models who properly pronounce words, he
relstion with achievement in both English and mathematics. It : should make the proper adjusunents in pronunciauon and thus, his spelling
also revealed that males have the highest correlation in this ability. Teachers must realize this and cncourage the speech defective child
area. There was no statistically significant correlation between . in order 10 help maintain and suengthen his sclf confidence, ego, morale,
locus of control and mathematics grades for either males or and amount of felt fluency. Through her understanding, help, and influence,
femples. There was a slight correlation between locus of con- the teacher can do much to add the proper strengths to these weaknesses.
trol and English grades. . . ’ 7
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A PSYCHOLINGUISTIC DESCRIPTION OF THE READING AND 4 '
WRITING BEHAVIOR OF A SELECTED GROUIJ' OF FIVE YEAR

OLD CHILDREN . Ozder No. 8007206

WisEMAN, DONNA Loutse, Pu.D. University of Missouri - Columbia, 1979,

N3pp. Supervisors: Dr. Richard Robinson and Dr. Dorothy Watson

This study investigated the reading and writing behaviors of 5 year old
children. The comprehensive analysis included 10 young children who
demonstrated divergent ability levels of these language behaviors. The .
children were selected from local, cooperating dag care centers and )
professional referrals. These children were identified as efficient readers (ic. y ‘ Y N
those reading unfamiliar continuous print) and initial readers (i.e. those not .
able to read unfamiliar continuous print). 3

Data were collected during three or four 30 minute sessions on
consecutive days in which the children completed 11 tasks. The tasks
included drawing.forming letters and numbers and writing their names
when applicable, being read to, reacting to print in a book, reading if .
applicable, and answering questions about reading and writing. Four of the , ' .

s ascertained the children’s knowledge of books as well as reading :
lb%ty. Two interviews were conducted to determine children's attitudes as
well as reading and writing concepts. The Peabody Picsure Vocabulary Test \
was administered to all subjects and yielded a verbal intelligence score. . ; . .
Parental attiudes, developmental background of the children, and home /
environment were investigated through interview and survey procedures. -

The data collected during the 11 tasks were analyzed and categorized in ' /
order to psycholinguistically describe the children’s reading and writing . i
behaviors. Questions were designed to determine the prevalence of writing ;
activities among the young children in this study. The answers to these ~ /
questions described specific behaviors of young children engaging in
beginning reading and writing activities. Additional data were obtained /
from the miscue analyses of efficient readers. The datd revealed the o )
importance of modeling reading behavior and availability of books on i :
minnin. reading behavior. The ability of children to acquire reading and </

ting behaviors before formal instruction was noted. While miscue '
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o “‘yd;indiuted these early readers utilized all three Janguage sysigms (ie.
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