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the dissertations themselves is included at the end ol tke bibliography.
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AN EXAMINATION OF ENGLISH SKILLS PROGRAMS IN
NEW JERSEY PUMA(' TWO-YEAR COLLEGES

Order No 11000034

ANNUM, Carlu, Ed.D. Rutgers University The State Univer-
sity of New,Jersey (New Brunswick), 1979 30Ipp. Chairper-
son: Robert P. Parker

Statement of the Problem

The problem of this ntudy wan to examine the state of the
art of English skills programs currently in operation in New
Jersey public two-year colleges. The study expeeted to show
that the scope and curricula vary from institution to insti-
4ution.

Procedures and Methodology

Survey data were gathred through the use of two question-
naires and interviews specifically devised to profile English
skills programa. The data-gathering devices were utilized on
two separate occasiTis, 1974-1975 and 197'1-1978, and a mini-
mum el two on-site visitations were conducted. The initial
1974-1975 survey questionnaire responses were recorded on
audio cassette tapes from which transcripts were made. Re-
sponses to the 1977-1978 revised questionnaire were written.
Each questionnaire focused on fifteen areas concerning the de-
sign, operation, scope, goals, and philosophies of the pro-
gram.

The institutional sample was based upon the five socio-
conomic divisions found in the State of New Jersey. English
skills faculty representing t6e following institutions were inter-
viewed: Bergen Community College, Ocean County College;
Brookdale Community College, Middlesex County College, and
Passaic County Community College.

Findings and Conclusions

1. No clear-cut approach to the scope, goals, philotiophy,
and curricula was being utilized. The five surveyed in-
stitutions presented five individual programs, an indica-
tion of New Jersey's diverse approach to English skills
instruction.

2. No vehicle of communication exists which enables the
faculties to exchange ideas, experiences and information
concerning English skills programs.

3. While the surveyed institutions purported to have a the-
oretical base for their programs, little evidence of any
formalslearning theory was visible.

4. The surveyed institutions did not appear to have a uni-
form approach in determining program enrollment.

5. The surveyed colleges utilized some form of placement
testing in the English skills programs.

6. Instructors did not share a commitment to the English
skills program.

7. Only one institution utilizes a counseling component in
its program.

8. Instruction in four of the English skills programs was
being supplemented by paraprofessionals.

9. Credits awarded for English skills programs varied
from institution to institution.

10. All program funding 9riginated from the colleges' gen-
ral academic budgets.

11. The institutions utilized various curricula approaches.

12. The institutions reported a variety of instructional ap-
proaches.

13. The architectural design of the facilities, as well as
educational philosophy, dictated the direction of the En-
glish skills programs.

o

()l servationu and Itecomtnendations
fvr Further Study

Obwervati0014

1. A "clearing houne" for the nharing of information and
experiellCet3 dealing with English skills programs should
be formed

1

2 Foundations of learning theory moot be otrengthened in
' the construction of English Hkillo programs

3. Restrictive limitationti based on noninstructional factors
should not be a major influence in the etermination of
program enrollment figures.

4. A need for the standardization of p t and a uni-
form definition of skills deficiency xis s.

Recommendations

I. Further research is needed to determine which instrO
tIonal approach, if any, provides the optimal teaching-
format.

2. More research is needed to determine differences in d
gree of commitment between the full-time instructor and
the adjunct instructor.

3. Additional research is indicated concerning the need and
utilization of counseling components in the operation of
English skills programs. NN.

4. Research should be conducted to determine the role and
efficacy of non-professional personnel.

5. The.re is a clear need for further research into the award-
ing of credit, botb institutional and transfer, for the com-
pletion of English skills courses.

6. Further research is needed to evaluate, explore and up-
date materials and methodologieb for English skill* stu-
dents.

7. It would be beneficial if future surveys were to examiite
the qualifications, educational backgrounds and related
experiences of the English skills faculty.

8. A further study of the surveyed English skills program
should be conducted after a period of time to ream/mess
the statuvf public two-year college English skills pro-
grams.

A .SUMMA'IlVE EVALUATION OF A JUNIOR HIGH SCHOOL
COMLMUNICATION ARTS PROGRAMS Order No. 8013698

fidattotAaT, LEONA MAE WIEST, Pit D Michigan State University, 1979.

236pp.

Purpose. The purpose of this study was to do a summative evaluation of
the Communicatiup Arts Pilot (CAP) program at Traverse City (Michipn)
Junior High School. SpecAcally, the purpose was to determine the effect of
the program on the reading and assOciated4bilities of students who were in
grades seven to nine, 1972-78. The CAP program was introduced by the
Commuhianion Arts Department of the Traverse City Junior High School.

Ariswers were sought to these questions: (1) Was there a difference
between the effect of a new program (CAP) and the program it replaced, as
measured by selected standardized tests..? Four reading and associated ability
areas were analyzed: reading comprehension, vocabulary, spelling, and
language. (2) /Was the effect of CAP the same for all groups who
participated ih the program? (3) Did the program have the same effect on
students of all reading abilities?

CAP was described as a master/ teaming type program with&two major
components: reading and writing. Students are pre- and posttested on
readingand writing skills.

Procedure, Samples for the study were \selected from the sixth grade
classes of 1970, 1971, 1972, 1973, and 19741. Each sample became one group
in the study, except Sample 2 (1971) which became Groups 2 and 6.

Assignmenrto CAP or non.-CAP for Groups 2 and 6 was random. The
other groups were CAP (Groups 2, 3, 4, and 5) or non-CAP (Group 1)
dependent onty on the year the student began seventh grade English.

0.1.0



Tuts administered at five different grade levels were use41 in the study-
Stanford Achievement Intermediate II (sixth grade), Gates Mac( ;Mitt
Reading Test (se% enth and ninth grades). and National Educational
Developmental test (tenth grade)

The large design fiamework of the sfudy was similar ro peign is. the
Recurrent Institutional Cycle.Design (Campbell. 1961. p 51 61) I wo
factors allossed for the use of stronger designs when applopoine with their
more powtiful statistics (1) Random assignment of (newt 2 and 6,
treadinent and control (2) Naturally (wenn ing X Campbell and Stanley
(1963) Designs 4. 6. and 10 were used

Statistics used, where appropriate, were the t test. analysis of valiance.
and analysis of covanance Regression Imes were used to indicate trends

Conclusions Research Quespon I: There was no statistically significance,
as measured by standardized tests, between the effect of CAP on the reading
and associated abilities of studbits and the effect had by the program it
replaced_

Research Question 2: There was a statistically significant difference
between the effect of CAP, as measured by standardired teik, on the
different groups who participated in the program

CAP appeared to be the most effective with Group 1, the second group
to participate in CAP and the first to has e CAP for two years

Research Question-3: CAP did not have a differential effect for students
ef varying abilities The regression Imes were positive The trend wis linear

Summary Whether CAP should be continued. discontinued. or
modified would depend on the goals of the school district CAP is doing al
well as the program it replaced. as measured by standardized tests It does
appear to be influencing a decline' in the effectiveness of reading
comprehension. as measured by standardized tests CAP does not appear to
be influential in changing the relative performance level of students

AN 1NVES I IGA HON INTO THE EFFECTh OF SECOND
LANGUAGE LEARNING ON ACHIEVEMENT IN ENGLISH

<nrel No. 8012077

BASTIAN, TERRY R , PH D University of Idaho. 1979 82pp Major
Professor: Judith D (eorge . -

The purpose of ihis stud) was: (a) to determine the effect of two or
more years of high school foreign language instruction on achievement in
English, and (b) to determine if there were any male/female differences in
English achioement between lstudents who had studied at least two years of
a foreign language and those who had not. The subjects of the study were
218 randomly selected college bound students ho represented the
graduating classes of 1979 of the three public high schools located in Boise,
Idaho. ,

The data that were colkcted from the subjects pemianent records
included their: (1) Foreign language/no foreign language status.
(2) Male/female status. (3) Percentile score on the English usage section of
the American College Testing Program (ACT). (4) Percentile score on the
English usag4 section of the Metropolitan Achievement Test, Advanced
Form J. (MAT). (5) Percentile score on the Otis-Lennon Mental Ability
Test (6) Cumulative high school grade point average (GPA). 'The ACT
English Usage Test was used in the study as the criterion or dependent.
variable, while the English section of the MAT was used as the measure of
the subjects' achievement in English prior to the foreign language .

experience. The Otis-Lennon Mental Ability Test was used as an indication
of the subject's IQ. The subject's IQ and GPA were used in combination to
represent the student's scholastic aptitude.

Analysis of covariance was used for testing achievement difference in
English-between the foreign language and no foreign language groups, and
between the male/female groups with pretreatment English achievement
and scholastic aptitude as covariates. The data were also tested for an
interacdon effect of male/female status with foreign language/no foreign
lanpage status. The significance of the analyses is presented by showing the
p'bility levels which resulted from testing the two hypotheses.

Arndt& The results Of the study warranted three conclusions with
*put to the population studied and within the limits imposed by the
design of the study. They were: (1) Two or more years of high school
fore* language study had a significant poSitive effect on the subjects'
Achievement in English. A statistiCal comparison of English scores showed
that the foreign language group performed at a signiiicantly higher level (P
< .001) than did the no foreign language group, when initial differences in

ent English athievement and scholastic aptitude were contmlled!
r(rtntivi performed at 2 significantly higher level (P .049)-on the English
achievement test than did the boys of the study, when initial differences in

lirstment English achievement and scholastic aptitude were controlled.
izSignificant interaction of foreign language status with male/female

luaus was shown in the analyses.
.

FIFFri-Ts 01: ORGANILING EVA I IIRLS IN AlIDIOTAPE
INS1 RIICHON AS R1LA I 1.1) I 0' N'ERBALABILI IN LEVELS
BR mu , 1AMPS SiMt,r1 1:I) 1) Ilniversay of .Couthern California, 1980

Purpose "I 0 determine whether the addition of or Fainting features, i e
advance orgamzer and adjunct quesuons. to the content of expository verbal
audiotape material would result in greater comPrehension by experimental
subjects and to examine mterielationships existing between such
convprehension arid different levels of verbal ability of the subjects.

Procedure. Using A posttest 4 x 2 factorial control group deign, ninety-
six high school pmior and senior level students were divided on the basis of
scores on a standardized verbal ability test into high and low ability
groupings and randomly assigned to a total of eight classifications of twelve
subjects each These groups were presented with one oEfour audiotape
instructional ueatments: (1) AO-advance organizer plus narrative; (2) EQ-
narrative with ten interspersed adjunct questions; (3) AOFQ-adVance
organizer plus narrative with ten interspersed adjunct questions; (4) NOF-
narrative tape only Vanative content consisted of a 1700-word selection
from a college level anthropology text Immediately following treatment
and again one week later the groups were given a 30-item multiple-choice
criterion test Since absences created unequal numbers, treatment groups
were reduced through random deletion to twenty subjects each ten subjects
per subgroup, for a total sample of 80. Posttests data were analyzed using
both two-way and one-way analysis of vanance Significant F statistic results
were anal) zed by the Tukey method of multiple comparisons

Selected Findings. Two-way analysis of vanance of immediate posttest
scores indicated a significant main effect for high versus low ability level
(F 41.2, 4f = 1/72, p .001). 'Ibis supported the assumption that verbal
ability obtained through pnnt materials was applicable to aural verbal
materials No other significant effects were found. Two-way analysis of
variance of delayed posttest scores also showed a significant main effect for
high versus low verbal ability (F = 25.97, 4( = 1/72, p < .001) The main
effect for treaunents was also significant (F = 3_02, ef( = 3/72, p < .05).
Tukey method multiple comparisons of treatment means showed a
significant difference (a = .05) between the superior EQ treatment and the
AOEQ treatment means. ThaEQ treatment mean was also higher, but not
significantly, than the other treatment means. There were no significant
interaction effects. One-way analysis of variance of high verbal ability
subgroups delayed posttest scores showed no significant effects. Analyses of
variance of low verbal ability subgroups delayed posttest scores yield a
significant effect (F = 3.80, 41 = 3/34, p < Tukey multiple
comparisons between treatment means showed a significant difference
between the EQ and AOEQ low verbal ability subgroup means (a 3= .025).
The EQ-low verbal ability subgroup mean exceeded the NOF subgroup
mean but not significantly.

Selected Conclusions. Based on statistical analysis, the major hypotheses
of the investigation were not supported, i e., organizing feature treatments
were not significantly superior to the nonorganizing feature treatment.
Strong trends appearing within the data suggested that the use of adjunct
questions interspersed into audiotaped narrative content appeared to have
subttantial. though-not significint, positive effects upon the comprehension
of Content material, particularly for the low verbal ability subjects. The
advance organizer produced no positive results.

Selected Recommendations. Further investigation is recommended to
substantiate positive effects from the use of experimental questions to
increase the comprehension and retention of audiotaped materials and to
define more clearly the parameters'fôr such use with subjects of different
abilities. The use of advance organizers to facilitate meaningful aural
learning needs further Systematic study to develop clear, easily
understandable operational definitions for such use.

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN THE READING
COMPREHENSION ABILITY OF SEVENTH AND EIGHTH
GRADE SUBJECTS AND THE. SYNTACTIC COMPLEXITY OF
THEIR WRITTEN LANGUAGE Order No.11005238

BLISHNER, DIANE ELIZABETH, E.D. Boston Univeriity School of Education,
1979. 33pp. Major Professor: ihomas E. Cu lliton, Jr.

This study, which examined the relationship between the reacting
comprehension ability of seventh and eighth grade students and the
syntactic complexity of their writing perfonuance, was interested not only in
the difference between subjects who displayed good or poor reading
comprehension ability and the syntactic complexity of their writing
perlbrmance; but also in the difference between literal and inferential
comprehension abilities of subjects and the syntactic complexity of their
writing,



Subjects for this study weic 60 seventh loaders and 60 eighth giaders
from two urban schools in the greater Boston area In May. 1918. data for
each Subject were collected in five class sessions by the classioom teacher

Reading coipprehension was measined by a sobtest of the Stanford
Diagnostic ResoXng Test (SDR n brown level. form A Additional reading
data were collected from pairs of passages which weie specially constructed
to vary syntactically at the fourth, eighth, and twelfth grade levels Each
subject over two days mad four syntactic passages and answer cd the literal
and inferential multiple choice questions

Writing samples were collected on two days from films "Glass"
(McGraw-llill. 1966) was shown to stimulate an expository woting lesponse
and "A Chan), ale" (Lviernational I Om Iluic.au, 1957) %as shown to
stimulate narrative wntifig

The writing samples wet e scoied to yield a tally of the number of words
wntten, words per T- unit, and words per clause. The reading
comprehension subtest of the SDRT was scored according to test directions
providing a total score, a literal and inferential score The syntactic passages
were designed likewise to yield a total score, a literal and an inferential
score

Analyses of vanance were used to answer questions about the differences

among the subjects, correlation techniques were applied to the reading and
writing data, and a two way analysis of vanance with repeated measures was
used to analyze the syntactic passages and reading ability of the subjects_

Based on the above statistical measures the following conclusions were
found: (1) Statistically significant differences between seventh and eighth
graders were found in total reading, literal reading, inferential reading,
words written, and words per T-unit. (2) Statistically significant differences
were found among superior. averake, and in fenor readers in total reading,
literal reading..inferential reading, words wntten, words per T-unit, and
words pet'clause (3) Statistically significant differences were found
between subjects with the same ability level in literal as inferential reading
versus subject with higher ability in literal than in ferenual reading in total
reading, inferential reading, and words per T-unit at the .01 level; while
words written and words per clause were significant at the .05 level.
(4) Other than inftrential reading, no differences were consistently'found,
among superior. aveiage, and inferior readers and subjects with the tame
ability level in literal as inferential reading versus subjects With higher literal
than inferential reading. (5) High correlations were found among the
sublests of the SDRT. moderate correlations were found among the reading
factors of the syntactic passages, and moderate correlations were found
among the reading and writing factors compared. (6) A statistically
significant variance was found among the difficulty level of the passages and
the reading levels of the subjects. (7) No statistically significant interaction
was found between the syntactiq complexity of the passages and the reading
levels of the subjects.

s..
A STUDY OF THE EFFECTS OF ,A PREIONDERGAR
PROGRAM ON FIRS!' AND SECOND GRADE' AOHE %JEW

Order No. 8010725

Fo T. IENTHA JOSEPHINP, D Fo Saint I.ouis University, 19719 39pp

is study was designed to explore the relationship_laaeen the
achievement test scores of students at the end of first and secortd grade and
their attendance or nonattendance of a prekindergarten program.
Prekindergarten students were involved in in experimental program. The
achievement measures employed were reading, mathematics. language.
Ipelling and total battery scores of the California Achievement Test.
Twenty-stven students who had attended prekindergarten and twenty-seven
similar children who had not attended prekindergarten were tested at the
end of the first and second grades

Significant differences in reading, language and spelling were found at
the first grade level and in reading, language, and total battery at the second
grade level. All differences favored the nonprekindergahen group.

The results suggest the need for close study of the exact nature of
programs having differential effects rather than mere temporal duration.

DEVFLOPMN 1Al. ASPEA.'tti 'AND 1.1.1,1.( 'I S
ON PREKINI)FRGAR u.N. KINDURGAR !EN AND HRS.!. GRADE
LETTER RECOGN1.1-ION AND DIS(RIMINA11ON SKI1,1S

Oldel No. 8007669

Grr.altrOar, 1:111f EN MAIM, 11)1) ligun; 1/n Iversily. 1979 161m)

lbe purpose of this study was two fold Fhe hist puipose WAS tO
ascertain whether a developmental hierarchal pattern bec2me evident by
analyzing the recorded performance of pi ek inderganeners, kindergarteners
and first graders on lettei matching, naming and dictation tasks The second
purpose of the study was to deteinnne if per foimalae was affected by the
indentifiable variables of sex, educational level. I Q Nursery.School
experience, library card possession, and watching Sesame Street.

The Peabody Picture Vocabulary was administered to all subjects to
ascertain an intelligence range. the Keystone Telebinocular, established if
subjects exhibited any visual deficiencies Upper and lower case alphabet
tasks were administered to measure the performance of prekinderganen,
kindergarten and first grade children, on letter matching, naming and
dictation tasks

The 250 subjects of this study included the total kindergarten and fim
grade population of two Elementary Schools in Syosset Central e.hool
District, Syosslt, New York, and prekindergarten 4 and 5 year old children
in the distnct whose parents responded td an invitational letter Syosset is an
upper middle class suburban community with a school population of 1,003.
Due to weather corubtions the study continued over a two month period
instead of a three week period AS originally designed.

The following hypotheses were tested and reported using an analysis of
variance. Significance was established at the 01 level of confidence using a
one-tail test

Hypotheses One, Two and Three: There will be no significant differences
among the prekindergarten, kindergarten and first grade children and boys
and girls separately on the letter matching tasks: on letter naming tasks; and
on letter dictation tasks.

Hypotheses Your, Five and Six: There will be no significant differences
on letter matching, naming and dictation tasks within the prekindergarten
group; within the kindergarten group; and within the first grade group.

Hypothesis Seven: There will be no significant differences between those
children-of low intelligence (below 112) and high intelligence (above 112)
on letter matching. naming and dictation tasks.

Hypotheses Eight, Nine and Ten: There will be no significant difference
in matching, naming and dictation usks among children who have viewed
Seume Street, attended Nursery School and have a public library card; who
havywo of these three experiences: who have one of these three
ex periences.

Highly significant differences were found, rejecting the null h
which clearly indicate the progression of difficulty between tasks at specific
.education levels. However, no significant differences were found when sex
'was considered separately on the matchinrand naming tasks, but highly
significant differences were found on the dictation tasks. These significant
results clearly imply that there is a hierarchal pattern of abilities amon#
prekindergarteners, kinderganeners and first graders, which affects
performance on matching, naming and dictation alphabet tasks.

Hypotheses eight, nine and ten were upheld. No significant differences
were found among children who had none, one, two or three of the
experiences stated.

It was hoped that this study would provide insight into the possible
existence of a developmental hierarchal pattern of abilities in pirformance
on letter recognition and discrimination tasks of matching, naming and
dktation, as well as to provide insights into early childhood development
which could be used to develop curriculum.

a
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Th Purpme of the, study was to examine the effectiveness of a
kinesthetic method of teaching language skills to a group of immature high
risk first graders It focused on the question bOes the use of a kinesthetic
method of instruction in the first grade make a significant difierein e in the
language skills of children tis the fourth grade

'Me sample population used in Mrs stuth was drawn horn families of
middle to upper middle soMf ffollolllIC class in a midwestern lowli with a
population of PLOOO lbe experimental group of twenty-two children was
selected from a population of ninety first graders In this study. these
children were identified as lugh.risk students by their kindergarten teacher's
response to a questionnaire (Appendix A) A control group of twenty-two
children was selected from the remaining population of sixty-eight first
graders by MC of a matching procedure and a random procedure

The method used to teach language skills consisted of an alter nate multi-
sensory approach using visual, auditory, and tactile stimulation This
method has four steps. The lust language skill taught to t,tie experimental
group was cursis e writing After the children had mastered the formation
and the joining of all letters, spelling and phonics were introduced The last
step of this kinesthetic method was the teaching of reading to the children
This method was based on the following thesis. auditory and visual
perception. auditor), and visual sequencing, auditory and visual memory,
and eye-hand coordmuon are essential for language development

The data was analyzed through the use of the r test The differences
between the ex penmental and control groups by the fourth grade were
generally in the negative hypothesized direction; however. only the area of
word meaning was found to hairaIa significant statistical difference The
statistical difference in spellMg was found to be marginal The areas of
paragraph meaning, word study skills, and language usage were found not
to be significantly different Nevertheless. the companson of the means of
the experimental and control groups confirmed that greater gains in
achievement were made by the experimental group By grade four the
experimental group mean scores in all areas except language usage were
above the scores of the control group.

A follow-up study might be made to determine whether the
experimental group improved significantly in grades five to eight. Further
investigaion should be made of the effects of the kinesthetic method of
teaching language arts skills to first graders Inasmuch as the population of
this study was small, a larger population should be gathered for further
analysis. Further investigation should be made in the area of methods of
teaching language arts skills to first graders. Perhaps this study needs to be
replicated using a larger population and differAt socio-economic groups.

THE U OF CONNECTIVES BY FLUENT AND NOTS0-$
FLUEN READERS . Order No. 8096817

HENDERSON, ILONA, ED.D. Columbia University Teachers College. 1979.

203pp. Sponsor: Professor Clifford A. Hill

The purpose of the current study has been to explore the ways in whidi
fluent and not-so-fluent readers who were freshman at a four-year urban
college functioned vis-i-vis connectives. An instrument, the Connectives
Competence Test, was designed to explore the two groups' differences in
control over the use of various connectives. The test was composed of two '

major subtests: a receptive subtest which measuredthe students'
competence in the use of connectives through the use of a selective doze
procedure requiring students to restore deleted connectives, and a
productive subtest, a writing task requiring students to generate sentences
nun the connectives used on the receptive subtest Each major mode of
testing was ftirther divided on the basis of connectives ftmcgoning
structurally, within si.btence boundaries or cohesively, acrocs sentence
boundaries. Hence, i total of four subtests were developed. A questionnaire
was administered to provide additional information about the students.

The population included 120 freshmen in their second semester Of
college. Students were assigned to the fluent or not-so-fluent readers groups
on the basis of membership in special programs, either programs built on
interaciplinary oontent and remedial courses in the case of the not
fluent readers, or accelerated preprofessional programs in the ca6f the
fluent renders. In addition, scores from California Achieverhent Test in
Reading (Level 19, Form C), administered by the college for placement
porpoise, were also ilsed.

Ihe (bur subtests of the Connectives Competence Test were
admhilatered tn two 50-minute sessions. A pilot study harrbeen conducted
with a matched group-to determine the amount of time nes4ed to comPlete

the individual sublests as well as to detemUhe the general feasibility of the
study

Results from a 2x 2s2x 4 repeated measures design indir ate significant
differences for 1 1 of I s minim and interaction elle( is ol the four var tables-
reading ability. mode of testing. fun( non of «mine, live, relation of
connective included in the analysis I o determine the exar t natune of the
differences reported in the significant interactions. St:belle's technique for
pairwise comparisons was carried out. In addition, data obtained from the
questionnaire indicate significant -differences between these two reading
ability groups on dimensions other than reading

The results of the study indicate that their are significant differences
between the ways in which fluent and not so fluent readerwestole deleted

'Connectives to text.and produced sentences using these same connectives.
Significant differences were also found when considenng variables such as
the type of relation expressed by connective (additive. adversative. causal,
temporal) and function (structural, cohesive) served by the connective

\Specifically findings suggest that readers require explicit markers
expeessing additive and adversative relations in text more than those
expressing casual and temporal relations, that connectives. at least for fluent
readers, may serve a more useful function when they are used in text
cohesively than when they are used structurally; and that fluent readers
have ngmficantly greater control over the use of connectives used to relate
information across sentence boundaries, a pnncipal way of achieving textual
cohesion, whereas not-so-fluent readers appear to be less constrained by
semantic and syntActic cues, processing sequentially rather than
psycholinguistically.

Analysis of errors in the use of connectives generated by not-so-fluent
readers identify four categories of Connective misuse: lack of semantic

e lack of syntactic closure, hypercompensation, and problems of
r control. The mmlicanons of the study air reading and writing

suggest that use of connectives and the relationships they signal in text be
expressly taught to the not-so-fluent reader population.

A COMPARISON OF REMEDIAL TREATMENTS FOR CURSIVE
HANDWRITING IN FOURTH GRADE STUDENTS

Order No. 8012168

JACKSON, KAREN ORSAK, Pit D Teixas Woman's University, 1979. 240pp.

One hundred arid three fourth grade boys and girls participated in a
study to inOestigate four methods of cursive handwriting instniction.
Groups were rated by two irulependent raters on slant, uniformity,
formation, spacing and general excellence as poor, average or excellent ,
writers Poor and average writers received one of four taped methods of
relaxation-suggestion, traditional, a combined method, and relaxation
without suggestions Two pretests, eight training trials and one poshest were
administered. 'The K -sample Binomial Test of equal proportions and post
hoc multiple compansons in sample proportions for tests of homogeneity
were used toenalyre the data Significant. chfl'erences were found among the
methods on 4 of the 5 characteristics among poor writers. For poor writers,
the highest proportions of improvement were noted using any one of three
methods Highest proportions were reported in the combined method
group Significant differences were found on 2 of the five characteristics for
average writers. On Spacing average yOriters improved with 3 methods, .
while on general excellence. improvements were noted on 2 methods.

A DESCRIPTION OF LANGUAGE PROCESSLNG
CHARACTERISTICS OF SELECTED SECONDARY STUDENTS
WITH READING AND SPELLING DIFFICULTIES

Order No. 8013019

JOHNSON, IMOGENE TEMPLE, ED. D. Oklahorda State University, 1979.

891V.

Scope and Method of Study. This study examined the intellectual
characteristics, reading achievement grade scores, oral reading error
patterns, spelling efficiency percentage and spelling error patterns oF
selected, intellectually able secondary subjects who had already been
identified as being severely reading and spelling disabled. The primary
purpose of this study was to iden0 and describe language processing
characteristics of twenty-six subjects thirteen to nineteen years of age. Each
subject was individually examined by the investigator using the Wechsler
httelligence Scale for Children-Revised or the Wechsler Adult Intdllsence
Scak the Vocabulary subtest of the Gates-MacGinitte Reading Tent the
Paragraph Comprehension of The Nelson Reading Tese Grades 3-9, The
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Gratv Ong Reading Ten. and the Masson Oral Reading reo A percentage of
light recognition vocabulary coirectly spelled was obtained by dictating to
each subject the words cot reedy pronou lived on the SIos%on Oral Reading
Tut. From this written spelling test, spelling emits we re analy red and
categorired accol ding to BodeCs thiee rim type classifications Subject.s
Wackier Inielligence Scales %vete gi nuped into categolies of fifteen or more
points discrepancy between the Verbal IQ and Pelformance IQ or less than
fifteen points-disciepaucy between the two scales

Findings rod Conclurions Die full scale IQ range for the group was
from 94 to 110 with the mean IQ being 104 ten sutlects had fifteen 01
more points discrepancy between the Verbal Scale IQ and the Performance
Seale IQ with nine of thele having laiger Performance Scale IQ's There was
not a single Wechslet Verbal IQ-Performance IQ pattern that would predict
severe reading and/or spelling difficulties There was some evidence of a
tendency toward significant reading difficulties when the Performance IQ
was fifteen points or more higher than Verbal IQ The mean estimated
reading expectancy grade score was 10 2 Silent reading vocabulaty grade
MOM mean was 5.5. silent teading paragraph cointmehension grade score
mean was 5 1: word recognition vocabulary grade score mean was 6.2 and
end reading grade scote mean was 3 8 Ten subjects were unable to spell
fifty percentbf their Leading grade level sight,recognition voesibulary Each
subject's spelling error were classified as dysphonehc, dyseidetic ot mixed
dysphonetic-dyseidetic Misspdling classifications produced three distinct,
almost equal groups with nine'subjects dysphonenc; eight dyseidetic and
nine mixed dysphonetie-dyseidetic

COLLEGE ENGI,ISH PERFORMANCE OF ADVANCED
PLACEMENT ENGLISH ALUMNI COMPARED TO SIMILAR
.,.
NON-ADVANCED PLACEMENT ALUMNI Order NO. 8002868

KANT, DIANA K Fri li. The Universio. of Florida. 1979. 211pp

Chairman: Dr Vincent McQuire

The purpose of this study was to determine the effectiveness of the
Advanced Pl ement Engltsh Program in Polk County, Florida, in terms of
the AP alum 's success in college English courses, in receiving college
credit for AP .nglish, and in exempting specific freshman college English
COurStS In addition, the students* personal evaluations along with the AP
English teachers' comments were sought_

Data were gathered on the 412 AP English alumni from die nine high
schools which had offered AP English from 1975 tO 1978 Sitnultaneously, a
comparison group was selected on the basis of class rank. English
background, and SAT verbal subscores Both groups were sent
questionnaires to complement the information collected from school
records. Two t-tests were run on the first college English course grades of
each group in order to test the null hypothesis which stated that therowould
be no significant difference between the academic performance of Ads anced
Placement English students in their first college English course and the
performance of a group of academically equated students who did not
partiemate in AP Foglish The tests showed no significant difference at the
01 or 05 lesels: therefore:the null hypothesis was accepted.

Of the AP respondents, 38 2 percent had received college credit based
on the AP examination, and 39.6 percent had been exempted from one or
more freshman &gash courses. The grades in the,college English courses
they did take welt 36.7 percent "A's" and 453 percent "B's."

Former AP students specified that the course helped them most in
Writing compositions, interpreting' literature, developing good study habits.
and gaining self-confidence. The AP English teachers perceptions of the
course were similar to those of the students. Both groups recommended
retention and expansion of the AP Program.

The findings of this study indicated that the Advanced Placement
Enslish Program is succeeding in its objectives for academically talented
gudents in.Polk County by preparing them to do well in college English
courses, teaching superior language arts and study skills, and encouraging

positive attitudes toward English.
The following recommendations for improvelnent of the AP Program in

POlk COunty grew out of this study: (1) The teaching load of AP instmctors
should be reduced to four classes per day. (2) Students should be inyited to
join the AP class based on teacher recommendations, but the final decision

should be made by the student. (3) Sequential honors English courses
should be established throughout high school. (4) Advanced Placement
FAO* classes should be limited to the number of qualified students
iatitreasedAith a maximum of twenty. (5) Library materiag should be
ordered to supplement classroom books. (6) Advanced Placement English
should continue to stress composition, analytical thinking, interpretation of
literature, reading, vocabulary, and grammar. (7) Advanted Placement
UMW Should be added in other subjects according to the needs and

intends of the students as nil as the availability of competent, wining

1 1

teache s at each school (8) A count% policy shmild be established
concern g the weighting of glades m'adsamed at ademic subjects, so that
students ale not penahred in t lass standings nv taking ((Aro( courses
(9) Students ihinild he 'encouraged to take the A!' exannnations given by
the College float d (10) ( mini% %%tile meetings should be set up to facilitate
conununication among those involved in the AP Pingiam (11) Eaculty and
parent meetings should at quaint the stall and «)mmunity with the purposes
and accomplishments of the Ads anted Play mem Piogiam

AGE AN1) SEX 1 1 1 1 1: 1 RI.NLLS IN CAUSAL A I I R1111' I IONS FOR
MA Ell AND EN(4 NI1 IN AI)O1.I 5(1 NIS Order No. 8009071

KFSSF.1, 101'151 lint i. hi I Ilmve, sift o/ Minor% ar Ilrhona (*hampaign,
1979 1311pp

Aie and sek changes in the causal anributions for matIt
achievement were examined foi two com ci iis at adenuc a(hies ement in
general and personal experience of suc( ess and While 1-he prune focus

was on ase and sex differences in the concepts of ability and effort, with
secondary interest in luck, task difficulty, and teacher versus independence
attributions Students-perceptions of the sex-role stereotyping of math and
English were examined, and students were asked to rate their academic
standing in math and English and to account for their achievements in these
subjects. 'Hie subjects were 352 sixth and tenth graders from two rural and
urban counties in Illinois, balanced for age and sex The students were

edministered a battery of questionnaires in which pairs of-contrasting
attributions for academic achievement were compared, using a 5-point,
forced-choice bipolar scale Statistical analyses were based on a 2 x 2 x 2
analysis of vanance design, the three main effects being grade (sixth, tenth),
subject matter (math, English), and sex.

Results support previous findings that there are developmental changes
in the use of ability and effort attributionsjenth graders making more .

ability and less effort attributions than sixth graders (p ( .001). Results on
sex differences indicated that although boys and girls did not differ in their
use of ability and effort in explaining academic achievement in general, in
the tenth grade they differed markedly in the way they used these
atuibutions to explain their own achievement In the tenth grade, boys and
girls were found to differ significantly (p < .001), pnmarily due to the
notable increase in the use of ability and decrease in the use of effon,
attributions.among the boys but not the girls In the sixth grade no
significant sex differences were round. Surprisingly, no main effects were
found for the failure ConditiOn. An examination of the effect of subject
matter (math versui English) on ability and effort attributions indicated that
the most interesting finding was the significant sex x subject matter
interaction for effort (p ( .05), girls using more effort attributions tban boys
to explain their success in math (p ( .001), but not in English. No such
interaction was found for ability_ In general, girls exceeded boys in their use
of luck attributions for both success and failure (p ( .05). Students perceived
math as more sex-appropriate for malesind English as more sex-
appropriate for. females (p ( 001), although there was no replication of the
main effect for grade reported by Stein and Smithells (1969).

, Results were cxamined in the light of current research on the
development of sex differences in atuibutions. and the importance of sex-
role stereotyping in the development and maintenince -of causal anributions
was emphasized Implications for further research and for application to the
classroom were discussed, Iith special focus on the issut of sex differences

thin ma achievement.

EXPECTATIONS OF SIX Ill AND SE\ ENTII GRADE TEACHERS
CONCERNING SELECTED LAN(;UAGE ARTS tOMPETENCIES
OF STUDENTS Onler No, 80117119

K9RIMEYER, GEORIA FLORENCE CRAB FREE, PH 1) University ofMinnesota.
1979.. 161pp Adviser:, Robert Dykstra

This study originated from a concern for the lack of articulation in thi
language irts curriculum between sixth and seventh grade. The impose of
the research was to investigate the extent to which sixth-grade teachers and
junior high school seventh-grade teachers differ in their expectations

ncerning the language arts conipetencies of students who had completed
th grade and to determine whether there were significant differences

which might affect articulation between the two designated grades
'1.4. questionnaire covering the major areas of language arts skills was

developed through consultation with six authorities having.expertise in
divergent areas of language arts; through inspection oflanguage arts
textbooks for sixth and seventh grades: by examination of various types of
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tanking scales. and through a pilot studs Die !emitting limited response
aunty questionnane was sent to 110 sixth tooth, and se% enth grade teachers
in four woununity classifications'in Minnesota (Inner ( 'ity: Other 1 'than.
Suburban and "niall I. own) 01 the tutal sample olic. her,. ?io 0, 91
percent responded

The leacheis woe categmizcd by glade taught, veal% of teaching
experience and communits classifwanon I he statistical design selected was
the analysis of variance (ANOVA) who h led to the saement of two major
research questions to he tested ( 1) I o what extent do elemental y sixth
grade teacheic diffei in the es patations of language aos competence they
hold for student% who have completed sixth grade7 (1) If dtfleient
expectations of language arts competence do exist, to what extent are they
related to the factors of length of teaching espeneme and type of
Orammuinty in which a school is located'

The results indicated there weie significant diftelances in language arts
conipetency ewei-lancles bet% een the teachers of sixth and seventh grade
language arts with sixth grade teachers inucating consistently higher
expectauons than seventh grade teacher There weie patterns of high and
low expectancies for both glades The traditional skill areas (witting and
reading) showed highei expectations were held for dim than for creskoye,
comprehensise types of acto Ines such as dramatics. play production. Of
thoric speech Wew differences or interactions resulted in the sifts of years
of' teaching experience or community classification

Since the Ondings indicated higher expectations frpm stxth grade
teachers, theeimplicanon appears to be that art iCulation should be no major
problem Is the difficulty then a problem of odnunist ration and
communication and not a pi oblem or teachei expgclations" It would seem
important to develop better uodeistan ding, closer winking relationships and
exchange of information among teachers of diffelent grade levds within and
among schools: among teachers and curriculum specialists or coordinators
within and among schools; and rung teachers. cumculum specialists or
coordinators, and administrators within school systems

TtilE EFFEC1'S OF A TEACIIER-DESIGNED LANkUAGE. ARTS
PROGRAM ON KINDERGARTEN (11111.DREN: A."*OMPARATINE
STUDY Order No. 8004555

Mmoes, ELIZABETH SPUR DOCK, En D The University of Alabarna, 1979

150pp.

The problem in the study was to investigate whether kindergarten
children who participated in a teacher-designed language 4irts program
made greater gains on the Metropolitan Readiness Tests than did children
who did not participate.

Subproblems investigated in the study were whether there was a
difference in tile effectiveness of the language arts program for black
children and white children, for boys and girls, for children younger than
the average and those older than the average, and for those who scored
below the pretest mean and those who scored above.

The population of the study included two Title I kindergarten classes in
a rural. south Alabama town Both classes contained 23 heterogeneously
grouped children, a classroom teacher, and a pan-time aide. The classes
were housed in separate buildings.

The teacher or the experimental group was provided seven two-hour
training sessions petaining to the philosophy and implementation of the
"Wtite to Read" language arts program, designed by the investigator.
krunedietely following the training sessions, the teacher instituted the
program for 12 weeks.

The language arts program included such aCtivities as the voluntary use
of an art center stocked with felt pens and paper, creating pictures and
designs from their experiences and imagination, dictating short stories about
their pictures or designs with the teacher printing the stories directly onto
the pictures, copying the stories, and "practicing" words from the picture
siories to develop sight vocabularies.

The Metropolitgn Readiness Tests were used as a pre- and posttest
measure of achievement. Pretests were administered to the experimental
and content grpoui2s on March 1 and 2, 1978. The posttest was administered
on May 23 an,fi 24 , 1978.

A /test performed on the pretest scores of the control and experimental
groups indicated that the achievement of the two groups was statistically

,signitiointly different initially, with the difference being in favor of the
control group. An analysis Of covariance, using pretest scores as a covariant,
was applied. The results Of the analysis of the adjusted posttest means
indicated a significant difference in favor of the experimental grgup, These.
leaUkt etre verified through the application of the Lindquist Type I
analysis. The treiktment, participation in the language arts program, seemed
to hovopositively affected children's achievement scores.

PM and posttest scores foi the childien m the ex peomental groups also
were analyred using a covanant analysis, when necessmy, and A I indquist
Txpe I design Diere weie no statistically significapt Mel ences in gains in
the scores fit tht children when thc% %vele subgrouped and compared by
race (black/w trite). se. ( ho /girl). age (ymnikei Man the avenge/older than
the aver aie). and pet humance (scoi es below the meatilsocres above the
mean)

Two major conclusions dtawn were (1) Participation in the "Write to
Read" language arts program positively affected kinsteiganen children's
performances llowever, die effects could not be isolated for the training
period prosided the teacher: lot individual attention devoted to the
children, for individual attention devoted to the Otildren; and for "novel"
activities in the program Consequently, a Judgment cannot be made as to
which component oi components of the program contributed to the
differences in ON formance (2) the language arts progiam seeme(1 to have
a similar effecr on all children who participate in it rherefore, a may be a
viable program foi childien of different races: both boys and girls, younger
and older children: and lowei and higher performers

Recommendations Included that classroom teachers be appriased of the
positive results obtained in this study and that interested teachers be
provided mservice in using the plogiam It was recommended also that
research of this type be ccintinued in an effon to identifx effective wakyt of
teaching young children Specific recommendahons rue made for fUrther
study.

AN EYA1.1,R1 ION OF ACIIIEN ENIUNT AND ATI I FUDES OF
STUDENIS ENROLLED IN A TRAM I IONAL ENGLISH
PRO(;RAM AND THOSE IN AN Eli:CUNT ONE
MAtvalta, Enwarto Wil t IASI, Fn I) 'University of.Vouthern California, 1979.
Chairman: Wham Georgiades

Purpose The puipose of the stud) was to find the tfferences in attitude
and English achievement between Departnient of Defelhe Dependents
Schools, Europe DODDSEUR) seniors in traditional English programs and
those in electis. piogranis

Meihodo,I6gy The study used a quasi experiniental posttest only design.
The contan group consisted of 143 seniors from the three Doi M)SEUR
schools with traditional English programs The expenmental group
oonsisted of 140 seniois from three high schools with elective English
programs that were similar in socioeconomic status to the traditional
schools. The programs at the variouS schools were described. The essential
differences between the two programs was the right of students to choose
their classes Three instrunients were used: a questionnaire, the Purdue
Scale to Measure Attitude Toward Any School Subject, and the Cooperative
English Tests

The independent variables were treitment (elective or traditional /
English), whether one parent spoke English as a second language, sex, and
aocioeconomic status The dependent variables were attitude, vocabulary,
reading coniprehension, English expression, and total English The data
were analyzed using two factorial designs. One was a three-way analysis of
variance that checked for the interaction of treatment, sex, and
socioeconomic status (SES) on theTive dependent variables The other was a
two.way analysis of variance that checked for the effect of treatment and
whether or not a parent spoke English on the five dependent variables. The
level of significance for the F ratio was set at 05.

Findings Significant mean differences in tcores were found in the
followi ng two instances: (1) Between those enrolled in an elective English
program and those in a traditional program in all five dependent variables.
Students in the elective programs had higher scores. (2) Between students
with one parent who spoke English as a second language enrolled in an
elective English program arid those in a traditional one on all five dependent
variables Students in the elective programs had higher scores. The
differences in the vocabulary score in the last instance were attributed to
both treatment and membership in the group, a parent wifh English as a
second language. .

Conclusions. (1) Students who choose their English elriSses have mot.
positive attitudes towards English than those who are assigned courses.
(2) Student achievement appears to be positively influenced when students
are permitted to choose their own classes. (3) Permitting students to choose
their English classes does not differentially affect the attitude or
achievement of any of the following groups of students: females, males,
high SES, low SES, females with high SFS, females with low SFS, males
with high SES, males with low SES (4) Students with a parent who speaks
English as a second language appear to have more positive attitudes and
greater achievement in English when permitted to chOose their own English
classes.

aftt
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THE EFFECTS OF NORM SPEAKING RATE AND, TIME-
COMPRESSED RATE IN AUDIO TAPED MATERIAL UPON THE
LISTENING COMPREIIENSION AND REIEN11ON- OF_ COIIEGE 4
STUDENTI Order No. 8003590'

Muni, Issms Prinur, En D Oklahoma State University, 1979 131pp

Scope qf Study ibis dissertation investigated the effects of nonn
speaking rate and ume-compressed rate in audio taped matenal upon the
comprehension* and retention of tolkge students The problem considered
was: Can the tune-compression of audio taped material in conjunction with
a stabilized speaking rate save presentation time without altering
comprehension and retention? Also, can presentation rate of audio taped
material be altered to reduce optimal listening time? A sub-purpose of the
Study was to determine a "norm" speaking rate for the Oklahoma area.
Fifty-three students representing three sections of CIED 3122 were tested
for listening comprehension of audio tapes, presented at differing rates. The
presentation wes were: 100 per cent compression, or normal speaking rate
for the OkIalffima area: 125 pet cent compression; And 140 per cent
compression The order of presentaton of the,audio tapes used in the
bstenipg comprehension study was determined by the "Latin Square"
arrangement Immediately following the three listening passages. subjects
were administered an investigator deslined listening comprehension
examination, one examination for each listening passage. The listening
retention testa composite of the three listening comprehension
eNaminations-- was administered one week later. Due to absentees, only 47
students participated in the retention portion of the studY. Subject test
scores en the two listening examinations were used in computing the
analysis of variance and the "eta" test for statistical significance found in the
results oft*study Baseline data for establishirfg a "norm" Speaking rate

. for the Oklahoma area was determined by a sub-test using 22 faculty
, members of the Collegeof Education at Oklahoma State University. Each

sub-test subject read for recording a 300 word listening passage. The passage
was read twice and an average speaking rate in words per minute was
esiablished

Findings and Conclusions. No significant differences were found
between rate of presentation of audio taped material presentation rate and
Iistening comprehension and retention of college students. The "eta" test for
statistical Significance indicated that only four per cent of the variance of
tbmprehension test scores and five per cent of the variance of retention.test
scores waS accounted for by the rate of presentation. This indicated that
Stildents can be presented audio (aped matenal at rates up to 225 words per
minute without suffering appreciarile losses in cpmprelension and
retention. Analysis of data of the subtest subjects 'resulted in establishing a
nonn speaking sate for theOklahoma area at 169 words per minute.

.THE..NE--YOFtK STATE E LE MEN TA RY AND SE CON DARY
ENGLISH SYLLABUSz ITS INCEPTION AND DEVELOPMENT
TO -1972 Order No. 7926202

MUNJAL, Ish N., Ed.D. State University of New York at Dui-
falo, 1979. 455pp.

The Problem

The Major purpose of the study was to trace the origin and
development of the New York State Elementary and Secondary
English syllabus to 1972. Specific stinah were: (1) to recon-
struct, in a chronological order of eVents, the histoilcal past
et this present tradition of the State's participation in hawing
the English syllabi, and (2) to identify .the objectives, aqd seOpe

' and sequence of the English syllabi.

"'he Procedure
The investigation was conducted through the historical re-

search method. The p mary sources coneulted for aseemblIng
the data Were: the Njw.York State Regents' Reports, Reports
of the DepartMent of jPubllc Instruction, Reports of the Educe--
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tion Department, Reports of the Syllabus Corimprecti, published
and unpublished Stale syllabi and auppleutent H and published
and Unpublished lettern, reprIctH, cocreaponden ye, and memo-
randa of the Stale Edtmition Department. Secondary sources
Included books on the history Of educalfbn in the State and studies
and nurveys relevant to the problm

The F i nd I IIEH

The system of a State syllabus for the ebquentary grades
evolved from conditions existing in the ungraded common schools i
of New York In the late 111110's The initiative In writing a graded
course of study was taken by some concerned county commis-
sioners, and in 1895, (lie responsibility was transferred to the
State SuperinteVent of PubliC instruction. The hiain reason for
suchaproviniod was Jo Ave order anti pa lance to instruction.

Until 1905, there was no unified syllabus in English, only
the separately listed branches of Reading, Writing, Spelling and
Language By 1940, the focus shifted from drill to activities
due to the emergent child-study movement, and the English
guides became child-centered and more flexible in content and
methods. !Wading, Writing, Language and Literature remained
the constant components of elementary English. .

The movement in the establishment of a State syllabus for
pecondary schools grew out of a necessity for.some uniformity
of standard to serve as a fair basie of distributing the State
funds to schools. Thus, in 1884,-the Regents preliminary their-
inations were instituted. The success of this testing meaeure
in raising the standard of instruction prompted its extension,
In 1877, to the secondary branches. The Regents assumed the
responsibility of issuiqg a summary statement in the required
studies, and in 1.880, the first syllabus was thsued as an adjunct
to the State lizaminations.

Before 1895, the subject of English language and literature
was outlined in terms of branches. 'The campaign for a con-
secutive and extensive study of the vernlicular established a
graded four year course. The emphasis was on literary infor-
mation and on an acquaintance with the principles of grammar
and rhetoric, BegiphIng fram-1934, the- emphasts strifted-toward--
socialization and individualization of instruction, and the our- -

riculum prescription gave wXy to selection. Reading, Litera-
ture, Library Instruction,'Oral English, Composition, Grammar

-.- and Spelling formed the major components of English study.
The English syllabus of the sixties presented _an articulated

sequential program, running from Kindergarten through Grade
12, with major concentration on communication and learning
the tools of inquiry in the areas of Reading, Composition,'Lis-
toning and Speaking, Literature and Langdage.

Up to the year 1910, the syllabus was revised as a matter
of policy. Afterwards the revisions were undertaken to update ,

the guides in accordan& with the changing educational view-
points. From 1880 to 1972, the conimittee method, the co-
operative-approach, and the modified curriculum approach were
used successively in formulating the syllabi. For the pest eon-
tury, the issuance of a State syllabus has I en a continuous ac-
tivity. The purpose of the English syllabus as changed from
a prescriptive outlind to a suggestive curricatuu framework.

THE RELATIONSHIP OF THE SUBSKILLS IN LISTENING
COMPREHENSION TO THE SUBSKILLS IN READING COM
PREHENSION Order No. 8001571

NEAL, Christina Maude, Ph.D. Michigan State University,
1979. 1051)1).

In addition to the research on the relationship of listening
to reading and on the development of models of rbacting oom-
prehension, in depth research on reading comprehension was
done by Davis and others. Davis believed that he had con-
firmed the independent existence of comprehensitin skills by
his factor analytic studies.

Although some research was demi to confirm the existence-
of listening comprehension as a general ability, little re,Search
hes been done to determine if component skills within listening
comprehension could be con,firmed, the nest question-would
fecus on the correlation of the identified listening comprehsn-
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sten skills to the reteding conmrehension Elkins which were
Mont Med in past research.

This study was des*lied to identify the operational skills
which pupils employ wfien engaged in the reading comp rehen-
*ice act and In the listening coniprehension act. The study
also investigated the pupils' use of operational skills in the
listening act whose identity corresponded in nature to the op-
*rational skills employed by pupils engaged in the reading act.

11Pact'br analysis was used to establish the existence of opera-
tional skillti for the lietening comprehension act. It was orig-

.' hopgd that collelations between operational skills used
PVsi listening comprehension arid the ones used in reading com-

et. prehension could be computed. However, it credd not be de-
termined as a result of low loadings on the factor analysis.

Using ,the top and the bottom twenty-fifth perceente as a
designation of poor and of good readers, an item by item com-
parison determined if differences In pupil pet formance existed
between those pupils scoring in various ranges en the lows
Test of Basic Skills- =Reading Subtest.

Independent operational skills employed by pupils engaged
in the listening comprehension act were not identified (or the
popnlation of this study. However, pupil performances on both
the reading and the listening tests indicated that differences in
porformance were distinguishable on various types of compre-
hansien questions by differing ability groups of pupils. After
comparing pupil performances In three ability ranges, a hier-
archy of comprehension skills was indicated, suggesting that
detail questions were low on the hierarchy and that organize-
lien and evaluation questions were high on the hierarchy.

TEACHING 'PARENTS TO TEACH THEIR CI 1ILDREN TO
PRINT; THE EFFECTS OF AN INSTRUCTIONAL PACKAGE

Order No. 8005521

PLMUE, PATRJCIA AN}4. PH.D. The University of Arizona. 1979. 64Pp.
Director' T. Kratochwill

.

This study evaluated the effectiveness of a behavioral instructional
package to teach parents how to teach their children an academic task
(printing). The parents were instructed in the use of the instnictional
package containing these compotients: modelling (physical and verbal),

. positive feedback, corrective feedback, and general verbal reinforcement.
The parentsthen utilized these techniques in teaching their children how to

*print the uppercase alphabet teams.
Three children, aged four and five years, and their mothers participated

in the study. These children were chosen from thepopulation seen by a
pediatrician:in private practice. Baseline and intervention phases were
conducted ill thePediatrician's office.

, A multipletaseline (across subjects) design was used. Baseline data were
collected On tWo dependent variables, namely the parents' teaching
behaviors and the children's printing respOnses. The parents were trained, at
the office site, until they attained criterion and then the teaching continued
at home.

This Movement from the training setting to the home provided a
measure of generalization of parent teaching behaviors across Settings. The
parents were also required to teach their children another academic task
(making numerals) and a non-academic task (specific to'each child). This
*aching provided a measure of generalizatión of parent skills to use ist
teaching another academic task and a non-acadcmic task. To assess
maintenance AMISS time, follow-up messures.were taken, on both
dependent variables, at 2-week and 4-week intervals.

As one measure of social validation,.the parents completed a
questionnaire on which they responded to statements concerning the
*yaws of the parent training program. Another social validation measure
was Obtained by having four adults, blind tO the purpose of this stuaY,
evaluate and rank order printing samples of the three chitdren in the Study.
The ssmples were taken from the baseline, intervention; and home teaching
phases.

AU of the parents showed great improvements over baseline
mance of the target teaching behaviors. Two of the children, after

tion, demonstrated att increase over the number of criterion letters
duting baseline teaching sessions. The third _child also showed an

nt after parent interverition but the baseline data for this child
that the printing skills were &proving prior to iny intervention.

The parent teaching skills geheralized veYy well to the home Setting: they
else generalized across,tasks to use in teaching another academic skill; fix
teso tithe three perenikthe teaching skills,generalized to use in teaChing the
nalesclocklitiq task. The 2-week and 4-week follosV-up measures

#

demonstrated that the parents maintained their teaching behaviors at a high
rate and the children had maintained their piinting skilLs

On the questionnaire the parents strongly aineed that the task (iinting)
was a meaningful one, that then children's piinting had improved because
of participation in the piogram. and that the teachingskills they had learned
would be useful in teaclung other tasks he fittings given to the children's
printing indicated an improvement across each of the stages of the study

These results in(licate that parcnts can learn specific instnictional skills
and can use them to teach their children the skill of printing file results
also indicate that such skills can be taught in a training setting and can be
genErahred to the home sewn/

SCHOOL-RE! Al El) (APiES OF ANI) POWILE, REMEDIES 10
THE Ihtt 1% HI I IV; AND EMI, SKILLS OF FlIGH
SCHOOL MUM. N IS: A NAI IONA!. St R1,E1 OF HIGH
SCHOOL EN(;) lSlJ I FA(HERS Order No. 801124-4
c NAM") FM tit R.1:1) I) UnIver.say of South Carolina, 1979
161ipp''

This study surveyed 579 experiencenglish teachers in all 50 state s to
determine if they perceived a dechne in verbal and writing skills of non-
white and %hue students. what might be the reasons for such declines; and
what possible remedies or strategies could eliminate such pet ceived decline

A total of 579 questionnaires were sent to a proportionate stratified
random saniple of high school Friglish chairpersons across the United
States The chairpersons chose an expelienced FngIish teacher to answer the
enesuonnaire The questionnaire had two major divisions: statements
pr4osing causes for language and writing skills deficiencies, and statements
proposing a a>sto improse language and wnting skills Dch of these two
major disisions contained the four areas within the schools most closely
oonnected with Causes and remedies. the students, the teachers, the
curriculum and the administrators

The teacher was also asked to indicate on a checklist if he or she felt that
white and nonthite students had successfully mastered 34 specific
language and .ting skills.

The total number of teachers responding tvas 376.a 65% return The
data from the quettlentlaire-WargiAaCe4 ou.cornputer forms. An SAS
computer piegram was selected for statistical analysis of the data Mean ,
scores from all of the subsections of the questionnaire were computed and
ranked from highest mean scores to the lowest mean scores in the four areas
of the cause categories (studepts. teachers, curriculum, and administrators)
as well as the same four areas wit& the remedy categories.

Results-of the skills mastery ctiecklist showed that teachers perceived
white students' mastery of language and writing skills to be significantly
greater than that of non-white students.

The two highest ranked stateMents of cause for non-white and white
students were that (1) students are entering high school with weaker
b ackgrounds than they were five years ago, and (2) students areless
inclined to study and do homcwori.

The two highest tanked rediedy statements were that (1) teachers need
to set and adhere to fair and challenging minimdm academic standards,
especially for electives, and (2) students should accept more responsibility
and be held accountable for their own decisions.

As a result of this study several recommendations were made that rhay
possibly reverse the trend in declining language arts and verbal skills
achievement of high school students. (1) Ways should be sought for
teachers to set and adhere to fair and challenging mininjum academic
Standards-possibly through insereice training focusing on performance-
based instructional design. (2) Since students should accept more
responsibility and be held accountable for their own decisions, guidance
counselors at the elementary and middle-school levels should conduct
sessions to develop student awarenessand decision-making skills; and
counselors at-the high school level should pros ide professional and
vocational aptitude testing with appropriate counseling along with career
planning sessions. (3) Teachers should place more emphasis on teaching
basic language and writing skills. (4) Teachers and administrators should
support each other in enforcing daily classroom attendance. (5) Ways
should be considerea to relieve teachers and/or administrators of time-
consuming non-academic paperwork and duties--possibly through the use
of additional clerical aides. (6) Principals need to spend more time on
bnproving the instructional program-possibly through the assistance of
curriculum ankor instructional specialists. (7) Teachers should engage in
andre pre-writing exeircises and (8) Ciirricula should specify and clearly
define school goals anel'objectives.
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THE ANALYSIS (SF CONTENT-TECI !MCA!, VOCABULARY FOR
PRONUNCIATION AND MEANING BY sTuiwrcrs IN (;RADES
SIX THROUGII NINE Order No. 8005162

SAVAGE, Ro Nail) CHARLES, ED Boston University School of Mucation,
1979 202pp Major Professor. '1"homas 1, ()Hilton, Jr

Overview. This study was undertaken in order to investigate the analysis
of content-technical vocabulary for pronunciation and meaning by students
in grades six through nine A total of ninety-six students, twenty four per
grade level, were divided into "above average," "average," and "below
average" readers based upon their comprehension grade equivalent scores
for the California Achievement Test-- Readinj(Cat- Reading)

Students were then administered the WArdeock Mastery Tests for grade
equivalent scores in the following areas: "word idenuficatjon,7 "word
attack," and "word compreheekon." Lastly, students were individually
administered a series of ten paltIges containing a content-technical word.
'Students were asked to analyo the content-technical word for
pronunciation and meaning and were individually scored for their:
(1) Methods of pronunciation analysis (2) Methods of meaning analysis.
,(3) Process-ordering of "internal" and "external" word analysis skills.

Results (1) Correct pronunciation analysis of content-technical word
does nbt necessarily insure a corresponding correctness in meaning analysis.
(2) Correct meaning analysis of a content-technical word does not
necessarily insure corresponding correctness in pronunciation analysis.
(3) Above Average Readers prefer s multi-attack method focusing on
external word analysis first and interiml word analysis second. (4) Average
Reedits tend to analyze content-technical words for internal clues first and
external clues second (5) Below Average Readers rely too heavily on
internal phonic analysis clues; tend to substitute word pronunciations; and

'rarely search beyond the immediate parameters of the content-technical
word for contextual meaning information.

These results were viewed as being important in that: (1) Middle and
junior high school teachers need to shOw the students hosx to independently
analyze the content-technical vocabulary in their particular subject areas.
(2) Average and Below Average Readers in grades six through nineoted
instruction in the multi-attack methods of analyzing content-technical

/ vocabulary. (3) The "internal" clues of phonic analysis and stnictural
analysis are important in unlocking content-technical words for
pronunciation and meaning.

It is hoped that the findings of this investigation will help middle and
junior high school teachers assist their students in the analysis of content-
technical vodabulary.

THE EFFECTS OF KINDERGARTEN LISTENING
COMPREHENSION TRAINING ON FIRST GRADE READINESS
AND FIRST GRADE ACHIEVEMENT Order N. 801(494

TURNER, EIMABETH JAT's:E ALEXANDER, PH D. Mississippi State Urffversity,
1979. 56pp. Director: Avis J. Ruthven

The problem was to investigate the effects of kindergarten listening
comprehension training on three measures: listening comprthension skill,
first rade readiness, apd achievement at the end of first grade. This
probkm was derived (tom the language arts model and subsequent research
(Artley, 1950). Proponents of the model have described the development of
laliguage arts skills as a hierarchy with listening as the most basic skill,
followed by speaking, reading, and writing, in that order. The skills have
been assumed to be sequential, interrelated, and teachable

The subjects of the study were 66 kindergarten pupils enrolled in a
public school system in west Alabama. The kindergarten classes were pan of
it Title !, FSEA, pilot program Pupils had been selected for kindergarten
classes on the basis of family income, with low-income families receiving
priority. An ongoing Title III pfoject designed to investigate other aspects of
kstening comprehension and first grade readiness save the experimenter
access to the three kindergarten classes in this study. Each of the classes

contained 22 pupils There were 35 females and 31 males; there were 35
black pupils and 31 whiitt upils.

Th e three kindergart classes had been randomly assigned to treatment
conditions (two experimental, one control). Prior to treatment, pupils were
tested fix initial listening comprehension skill and first grade readiness.
Following 4 months of treatment, posttest measures of listening
cothprehension skill and first gradereadiness were taken. At the endI
pupils' first grade year, pupils were tested for first grade achievement.
Instruments used were: Assessment of Children's Language Comprehension
(Foster, Gidden, & Stark, 1973); Metropolitan Readiness Tests; end
California Achievement Tests, 1970 Edition, Reading Battery.

Eaperimenlat group 1 (Tapes) received a minimum of 60 listening
comprehension lessons over the 4 month treatment period. InstructiOnal

materials were prepared and des eloped bv the tear her and lor al staff, under
the direction of the 1 ale Ill pioject ronsultant I slier imental group 2, Pre-
Reading 'drills (PRS), letTIVed a niminium of five weekly h-ssons in
listening compiehension !moth nonal maul tals were taken from the Pre-
Reading Ssills K it (I-ncyclopedia Ihnannica, 1) /4) Flie control gtoup
teceived the tradmonal kindergarten plograin

Sex and !ace of pupils wet e built into the design- in an attempt to control
extraneous var lame Pietest measures of both hstemng conipi ('hension and
first grade readiness wet e used as coral iables

Niultiv.ariate analysis of covar lance was used lit addition, means
contrasts were.computed frit first gl ade readiness

Multisanate analysis indicated significant tteatment difte, rues, /12, 37)
5 07, p< 001, .m the ver tots of dependent vatiables (hypothesis 1).

Univariate analyses o( covariance of the ()net dependent variables indicated
a significant treatment effect only in first grade..reseiness, /.12, 37) = 15.52,
p< 001 Meant contrasts for first grade readiness shOwed that thp PRS
grdup scot ed sign ificaritlyhigher, 1.(1, 37) 7 41. p( 01. than the control
group, and significantly higher. bl I. 17) 30 05. p < 001, than the Tapes
group. The control group scored stgnIficantly higher. 37) ,c 7 11. p (
05. than the Tapes group.

The second hypothesis-no significant interactions among sex, race, and
treatment-was also rejected A significant interaction, 1.12, 37) -= 2.71, p <
.05, was found between race and lieatment

These results were related to the language arts model It was concluded
that results partially supported the model and that the PRS Kit appeared to
be a valuable tool for enhancing first grade readiness Recommendations for
application and future research on listening comprehension training werp
discussed.

STUDENT ACHIEVEMENT AND ATTITUDES DURING
SUBJECT/VERB AGREEMENT UNITS- TAUGHT IN COLLEGE
ENGLISH CLASSES WHEN FLANDERS INMRACTION
ANALYSIS IS USED AS A TRAINING VARIABLE

Order No. 8003188

VANNATIA, BILLY WAYNE, PH.D. Texas A4M University, 1.979 81pp.
*Chairman: Dr. Glenn Johnson

The purpose of this investigation 'vas to determine if training in
Flanders Interaction Analysis (HA) would affect student achievement and
student attitudes in college English classes where sub jectIverb agreemern
was theaopic of study Furthermore; the study was designed to examine if
students taught by instructors trained in FIA vis-i-visan expert trainer
would haye significantly different achievement and attitudes from those
students 4ughl by instructors trained in FM by means of a self-paced
modality.

Three eaching assistants panicipated in the study, each having two
sections o students. One teaching assistant was randomly selected to receive
FIA training vis-a-vis an expert trainer, one teaching assistant was randomly
selected to receive FIA training,by means of a self-paced module, and one
teachIng assistant was randomly selected to receive no FIA training. Thus
two expehmental groups and an active control group, totalling 123 students,
were involved in the research.

Five instruments were used to collect data: the teaching assistants'
recording of Elk,. a 26-item, four-option objective test over HA. an attitude
inventory administered to the teaching assistants over the FIA training
program. a 30-item, four-option objective test over the subject/verb
agreement unit of study; and an attitude inventory over the subject/veils
agreement unit of study.

Simplcarithinetical procedures were employed to analyze the data
collected from the teaching assistants trained in hA. The teachins assistant
trained in HA by the self-paced moddle hada lower coefficient of
interobserver reliability, had a lower score on the F1A achievement test, and
had a lower mean on the attitude inventory than did the teaching assistant
trained in HA vis-i-vis an expert trainer. The findings suggest that a greater
knowledge abeut F1A content can be gained by vis-à-vis training rather
than by a self-paced modality.'

An analysis of covariance was used to analyze the student data on
achievement ACT verbal scores and pretest scores were used as covaridles
with the posttest scores. An analysis of variance was used to analyze the
student data on attitudes. The null hypothesis concerning student

achievement failed to be rejected at the .05 level. The eleven-item attitude
inventory was analyzed item by item. The null hypothesis concerning -
Student attitudeS failed to be rejected at the .05 level for nine of the eleven
iteMs. Op the value of the subject/verb agreeinefn unit of study and on the

antbf exposure to the content of the subject/verb agreement unit of
slt: in previous courses, significant differences were found among group.
Dui an omega square calculated for each 9f the two items indicated that only
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a small percent (3 2 and 3 5. respectively) of the valiance would he
attributed to the independent vanable

It was concluded that there was no significani differences among groups
of audents on achievement of subject/verb agieement In addition, it was
concluded thm there was no significant differences among groups of
studenu on attitudes toward the subject/velb agleement unit of study

The following recommendations weie made: '(1) further studies should
be conducted with a largei number of teaching assistants trained in Fl A by
a self-paced mOdality and a vis-i-vis modality so chili the effecuveness of
vis-i-vis training in 'IA could be compared to the effectiveness of the self-
paced modality of hA training, (2) this study should he leplicated in
college level English classes using areas of contem other than subjecVverb
agreement, and (:1) this study should be leplicated in other non.science
areas of study.

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN LOCUS-OF-CONTROL,
ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT IN THE AREAS OF ENGLISH
AND MATHEMATICS AND l'EAR-END. ENGLISH AND
MATHEMATICS GRADES Order No. 8002280

VAUGHN, Barbara Ellen, Ed.D. University of South Carolina,
1979. 86pp.

The purpose of this study wactRitieterrnine the relationship
botween.locus of control, and academic achievement in the
areas of Englishend Mathematic's, as well as the relatidnship
between locus of control and year-end English and mathematics
grades. The relationships were also examined for differences
with reapect to sex. The Pearson Product-Moment ,corr\elation
was employed to determine the significance between the1mkr1-
ables. This study resulted in locus of control showing a ebr-
rlation with achievement in both English and mathernatfcs. It
also revealed that males have the highest correlation in this
Krell. There was no statistically significant correlation between
locus of contro1 and mathematics grades for either males or
temple.. There was a slight correlation between locus of con-
trol and English grades.

A PSVCHOLINGUISTIC DESCRIPTION OF THE READING AND

WRITING BEHAVIOR OF A SELECTED GROUO OF FIVE YEAR

OLD CHILDREN older No. 8007206

WISEMAN, DONNA LOUISE, PH.D. University of Missouri Columbia, 1979.
213pp. Supervisors: Dr. Richard Robinson and Dr. Ddrothy Watson

This study investigated the reading and writing behaviors of 5 year old_
children. The comprehensive analysis included 10 young children who
demonstrated divergent ability levels of these language behaviors. The
children were selected from local, cooperating day care centers and
professional referrals. These children were identified as efficient readers (i.e.
those reeding unfamiliar continuous print) aod initial readers (i.e. those V*
able to read unfamiliar continuous print).

Data were collected during three or four 30minute sessions on
consecutive days in which the children completed 11 tasks. The tasks
included drawing_forming letters and numbers and writing their names
when applicable, being read to. reacting to print in a book, reading if
**likable, and answering questions about reading and writing. Four of the

Als ascertained the children's knowledge of books as well as readina

ab ty. Two interviews were conducted to determtne children's anitudm as
we I at reading and writing concepts. The Peabody Picture rocabulary Test \
was administered to all subjects and yielded a verbal intelligence score.
Parental attitudes, developmental background of the children, and home
environmem were investigated through interview and survey procedures.

The datakcollected during the 11 tasks were analyzed and categorized in
order to psycholinguistically describe the children's reading and writing
behaviors. Questions were designed toBetennine the prevalence of writina
activities among the young children in this study. The answers to these '
questions described specific behaviors of young Children engaging in
besinnina reading and writing activities. Additional data were obtained
from the miscue analyses of efficient readers-The dad revealed the .

knpokance of modeling reading behavior end availability of books on
besinning reading behavior. The ability of children to acquire reading and
wrking behaviors before formal instruction was noted. While miscue
&nab* hubcated these early readers utilized all three language systrs (ie.

syntactic. semlinuc. and Fraptioptionemw). a was concluded they did se
effecuvely than more experienced readers Die plesent study suggests t t
young teadeis bring a developiug sound system to the reading task The .

young readers were capable of utilizing graphic cues within the toill context
of language

Suggestions lot cl;ttootn tn:I mut ton and (omit ircarth were offered
by the author as well as directions 10! implementation

THIC. EH:ECM OF AR I It "t ILA Min DISORDERS UPON THE
spEti" ARRA FY 01; I I IIRD, HAIR III, AND OH ii GRADE

Order No. 8004660

WOODBURN, ROIII-R I JAWS, D (Inmenity of Virg inia,1979 ff5pp.

Proiblem The puilmse of this study was- to determine if articulatory
defecti affected the spelling strategies Med by third, fourth, and fifth grade
children

Methodology A list of twelve words was administered to twenty children
with articulaiory defects The same list was administeied to twent, cter
children of comparable age, I Q grade level, and reading level These
matched students had no determinable articulation disoiders. A tea (or
auditory discrimination was also administered to these twenty students to
determine if there was a significant difference between.the two pairs.

Results 'and Conclusion.; The results of this study indicate that auditory
discrimination does not inlluence spelling achievement. Further, this sttidy
indicated that the speech defective children misspelled words significandy
more than did their counteipans in the arca of Deviant but not as to raw
scores or the targeted sounds.

The conclusions drawn from this study are that the speech defective
child places less confidence on his ability as a speller He further spells
words as he speaks them and thus experiences more frequent errors than
does the non-defective student )lowcver, as he becomes older and is
constantly subjected to more models who properly pronounce words, he
should make the proper adjustments in pronunciation and thus, his spelling
ability. Teachers must reahze this and encourage the speech defective child
in order to help maintain and strengthen his sclf confidence, ego, morale.
and amount of felt fluency. Through her understanding, help, and influence,
the teacher can do much to add the proper strengths to these weaknesses.
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