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_TITLE: ' The African Folktale . ~ . = =~ =

! LENGTH: Approximately 3 weeks" L | | : N

’

LEVEL: Seventh Grade Eaglish °

~ .

VGENERAL OBJECTIVES: l. To counteract stereotypes and erroneous impressiod§

. concerning Africa.
2. To help students understand the concept of geographical .
and cultural- diversity, both between cultures and within :
x ) . a culture. '
3. To help students develop respect for African cultures
- and life styles, and to help them recognize and under-
stand that these are responses of African people (1ike
. American people) to their natural physical environment '
and to their needs.
* 4. To enable the student to identify similarities and
. differences in values of Afircan ethnic populations
and Americans. ’
5. To help students understand that social change 1is
inevitable and that there are consequences that affect
a people's culture.
.6.“39 develop a continuous interest: in African cultures.

READING_RESOURCES: See annotated bibliography of sources for the making. of '

this unit and® bibliography ‘for chi1dren 8 literature in
Reading Resources Appendix.

A-V RESOURCES: See Audiovisual Appendix. . . <

LESSONS:

" MATERIALS:

/

PROJECTS:

Introducing the Folktale and Stimulating Interest in Africa -
Africa: The Land and Its Peoples
Some Cultural Similarities and Differences
~Tales that Explain Creation and Natural Phenomena _
'Animal Tales
Tales that Teach Standards of Behavior
The Family and Socialization: Children and Elders
- The Husband-Wife Relationship and change
Proverbs and Riddles

10. * The Folktale: ‘An Oral.Tradition‘

Student will need paper, pencil, and pen, plud any'material he'mAy '
need for his choice of project. Teacher will use blackboard and chalk.

’
Students are required to choose: and complete a project from suggestions
listed in Projects Appendix. _
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Concepts that will give direction to my teaching of African folktales are° T

“’

_ I,. Socialization o - o~
"A. Family S -
. 1. Structure .
a. Extended ' = - . | - | oo

b. Nuclear
‘c. Traditional ) ’ -
- -. d. "Modern ; é”’ ' '
2. Marriage u o
. a. Polygynous . :
b+ . Monogamous . b
3. Functions of marriage : e
4.  Practices - B '
' a. Bridewealth/arrangements for marriage
b. Initiation rituals
: ‘ce Giving of kola-nuts . _ :
5. lps .of family members - L | "

~ : % Husband.
. . b.._Wife o - |
\ c. Son o . ' X
"~ d. Daughter ' ’ '
e. Elder:

(§3’ Rdle of community in relationship to the family

4 B. Religion o

"

e .ll 181am . )
, 2.  Christianity - .= 1 S
- 3. Traditional African ' - o
; ‘ S - o
C. Music'. . . o ' : LI
. 1. Chi wara SR > . o
2. Ashanti gold weights ‘ , D

3. Adinkra cloth

* . E. Life style

1. Food .
\ 2. cClothing {
3. Housing
- 4. Occupations = g
" 5. Leilsure activities B
. 6. Ceremonies/Celebrations

‘Healing evil spirits that cause sickness ’
-ba Planting crops . :

" F. Values
1. Treatment of elders ' _
2. Man's relatianship to nature . . .

J. Standards of behavior
: a. Integrity
b. Kegponsibility




. II.

III,

.

1V,

VII.

" Major skille thet will be emphaeized and?developed are:
_'Io N

'II.I

‘ kl)' To self - .- . N
(2) To community ' :
c. Respect _ - -
d. Moderation/restraint =
@. Resourcefulness - T
f. Modesty . ) .
Natural physical environment - } | )
A. Climate . S | |
B. .Topography S _,H‘. S 4_ S e
C. Vegetation = - . : L ey
D. Animals o . { _ ‘ T
Diversity ; | | !
.Changei__ o -
‘.ijee;of folktales = _ N
A, Creation I SR
' B.\ Explanation of Esfural phenomena
' Animal tales
1. Explain animal characteristics
- 2. Reveal tribal practices R .-
3. Teach proper behavior _
. : ' N _
‘Proverbs . o '
Riddles

Recognizing and abstracting relevant information from tales, stories, and :

"'Processing infofmation .
‘A.

. B.

1II.

1.

v.

' poems

Determine significance of information
Organize and categorize information

C. Define terms adequately

D.  Analyze concepts

E. Ask important and relevant questions of information
“Reacting to and using information ' _ C :
A. Identify human values and reach informed value judgments ' e
"B. Make effect{ve comparisons and contrasts between and among African

- ethnic populdfions, and drawing parallels with American values and beliefs
C. Formulate and support generalizations with adequate information -

D. Revise geéneralizations as required by new information

E. Preeent conclusions in approprigte ways

Contributing information effectively . ' -ﬂ

A. Prepare and present good oral improvisation of a folktale

B. Participate copstructively in class discussion -

C. Prepare quality written assignments

- 1. - Practice good English, including spelling :

Participa.ﬂng and relating to others in group situetions

2. Write legibly and neatly
3. Do thoughtful and'well organized written.work

Ui
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" HE AFRICAN FOLKTALE .

Title} Introducing the Folktale and Stimulating Interest in Africa

'-

LESSON 1l - MAJOR OBJECTIVES

(

'.\..

B To“develop interest about this continent'called "Africa."

2. To help students to understand the vdalues of the people as expressed in

 Amos Tutuola's tale from Nigeria, and to see similarities and/or differences
-"between this culture and American culture.,

Tt

PROCEDURE L

I I Read and - discuss the tale "Don't Pay Bad for Bad" by Amos Tutuola.

'2._ Give a short lecture on the African Folktale..(see next page)
3. Use the story ‘as.a springboard for talking about the kola-nut. Draw usage
parallelb of the’kola—nut in our culture._ e

BRIEF LECTURE OUTLINE: The African Folktale

1. Explain that tales are used in many cultures the world over to reflect ideas -
- and truths (values) that are widely shared. At the same time, they reveal

creations unique to, and particularized by, an-ethnic group, village, or -,
region. :

2. Talk about q?e range of subjects covered by folktales. Students'will think -
of American Folktales that fit the various types the teacher ‘mentions.
Establish that the two basic types we will be studying.will be:

a. "how" tales o _ _

b. animal tales ' T e S

DURING THE DISCUSSION, the teacher will:
1.. Establish the significénce of kola-nut (social and.ceremonial).

2. ' Establish the importance of "getting a son in time," that is, of marriage
.+ in order to perpetuate the family 1ine.

- .3, Point out roles of the judge and the people of the village as the case
' between the two women is decided.

CLASS DISCUSSION QUF_:STIONS:
l. When and-where does the story take place?

2. What information do we have concerning the kind of life the main characters
live? - S .

3. As the tale approaches its climax, are you genuinely appalled and anxious
about the decision that is to be reached? Is its justice clear to you, or .
do you think justice was not done? Does the resolution of the tale let you
‘down? Compare and contrast this tale with the Biblical tale of Solomon 8
decision as to the maternity of a child. : _ -




', READING RESOURCES .- - ., i oo ot

- "Don't Pay Bad for Bad" - Miller,’1970: 395-399 - - '

S /
. "The Kola Nut" ~ available from African Studies Program, University of e
.o © Illinois, 1208 Wes; California, Urbana, IL 61801. All materials listed .
o " in this unit from the African Studies Program of the University -of '

- I11linojs are available without.charge.

’
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- o . FOLKMYTHAND BELIEVING° S K

_ AN INTRODUCTION TO A“ﬂNIT OF.AFRICAN FOLKTALES STORIES AND POETRY :
_ : A‘.frica is a vast land:' ancient ‘and a1ive, as the Ethiopian poet, Tsegaye

- Medhen, tells us in "OQurs." Its -beginnings, 1like mankind's, are nested in legend
and myth and truth.  African legedds tell of earth's cr.‘e,ation, of than's creation

...... ’
'_and of the making of other earth—creatures. R

o+

v

Just as Africa s beginnings go back to the ‘beginning of man, sa do African
- myths and beliefs abopt himself and his world Man's relatiqnship to his land
- - and: to the earth, its. creamres, ‘and the elements plays a vital role in the folk _
‘myths. and beliefs so prevalent in tontemporary African liter:'ature. ‘The literature -
is contemporary but it is. also old ;I.ts content is full of beliefs and- tales which /
~ reach dép intovAfrica's past,.a past ‘which has come down into the present: through
- the passing do&x -fram .father to son of the many oral - traditions of Africa.

‘ ~

- " The oral literature an(f traditions of African peoples communicate to us the
: ‘scop‘e and tfature ¢ﬁ our cdnnon identity. : We» discover there, if we have not already
. g,uessed it, how much we phare--our views about good and’ eVil,about what 1is pompous
——er vainqand what is modet‘ate r-:l.nmod,est' and ourx standards. defining the ‘mutual
respoﬂsibilities of . ;he group and the individual. We discover common .desires, -
strengtfns, and wealhesses, and f’a familiar vision of ‘man as a special creation
of deiety or nature. ‘h recognition comes the insight that non—Afrioans are’
'nq less- eexotic iﬂ th#stoms and beliefs g:han anyone else, -and that in the_
'end the similarities of odtwardly contraat:lng societies are ‘more iupressive

" ‘than the differences. e e i . _‘ r . . -

7 .
- [ - - - . . R L.

" Africa $s an enormo:s cont:inent, and such terms as. "the African," "African |
. society" and - ""the Afris:an eierience must be used with caution. " The ways of life,
the challenges and respOnses, and the institutions that have been shaped often
‘vary greatly: from one region to another,.often from one people to a neighboring
people. . "The African" m’ay be an urban -Yoruba or a Bushman living in the: desert' '
- a Spartan-wayed J'zturi Forest Pygmy,. his -1ife- hanging on the perpetual pursuit

.of game, a /gras 51ands Shilluk whese life centersa on cattle, or a desert—roaming

178

Danakil. When we say "Africans" it is merely a convenient marnfxer of saying R
_ "Mankind An Africa’ (_\-— individuals, peoples, and villages. L B

o . ;
- AR S




o The range of African oral literary forms 1s seemingly endless. ‘The types that

"

-'wil]. be. dncluded in: this unit are: - e PRI

a, creation myths

L_.' £ b.,'tales that explain natural phenomena : ;,": L o Y
R cJ._animal tales that teach standards of behavior, tribal practices, taboos,
j'dsn stories and.fables that reflect the nature of man and his strengths -
‘and weaknesses AR - =-1*- PR ot
,'._ e.}'moralizing stories and stories that define man 8 place and role in the
" univer . S e R o ' V'.,"} _
: £. anima tales ‘that are pure humor,'* - Y : : o R {
- 8e :riddles that amuse and teach. l | | '
_h. proverbs that ‘stress social values :
Since it is virtually impossible to sepsrate a people frsm the literature .
.p:they prqduce, attention in this unit will focus on.the family unit, which is the
~ basic unit of any African village or city - In particular, West African family
life will be considered including the family structure, roles of family members
at home and in the community, and African practices involving marriage, initiation,_
and hospitality. - A glimpse of life’ style will be provided via slide presentation,
l and music, art, and religion will be discussed. . Through,learning about the natural
.physical environment (primarily climgte), an. understanding of food, clothing, '
housing, pccupations, and leisure activities will be moxre meaningful.‘ And through
" reading the various types of folk tales, riddles, and proverbs, an understanding

- of the values of the people who produced such literature will become apparent.

0

Respect for the elements and their power is an important factor in many
traditions of the African continent, and thus is a dominant theme in African
literature. African folktales, poetry, and short - stories of many’ different
peoples 1llustrate this theme, which will be studied early in the unit.‘,

African folktales and stories portray a land that is potent with 1ife, life

ich may be in.the form of good and bad spirits pervading the-land and .the.

us beliefs of a people, a community, or a village., The spirits'of'good
e In the earth; they are the spitrits of the ancestors ‘who continue
uide.the living according to.the.customs and laws of the clan.

Yet in spite'of7t continuity'of traditions which the ancestors may preserve, '/

.these traditions do undergo ahanges;, Sometimes, the changes may'destroy‘tradition;




ARt e e s aduinti bt e varldd A

aLmetimes it may Jincorporate it and preserve it in another form. We will read

about the treatment of elders in African society, and of the. conflict _that comes
about when the old way clashes with the new.

. ' But perhaps most hmportant of all in the unit will be a study of a seeming
i - contradiction. that of how despite wide diversity among the many countriea of

'Africa, they nevertheless have produced tales that have much in common n*with one - .
. ;another. Africa is rich in folklore, and more than 7000 stories ‘have already | ',{
" been collected and published. As the continent and its pe0ple were for .80. long- |
cut off. from the main stream of human evolution, one would expect African tales. _ -'n
. lto be almost completely different from those of the rest of the world.. There 2
| are of course differences, and certainly African stories have a distinctive )
flavor of their own, but generally speaking the\surprising thing about them .

) lis that they have 80 much in common with the folklore of other cultures.

“. N

1 has been said that language is the foundation on whicw all knowledge
rests and on which a people 8 enlightgnment and progress must ultimately. depend.

In this unit we will explore the folk literature of West Africa, ?erhaps
9 v,

our study of  their language will add to our personal enlightenmpnt about
both the Africans ‘who created the literature and‘about ourselves as Americans.f'




Title.

'Africa. The Land and Its Peoples

LESSON 2 - MAJOR OBJECTIVES

To establish in students minds an impression of some of the physical featuree |

g

"

viewing slides of the food,fclothing, and shelter of its inhabitants

1.
*-. -of Africa: . .
a.  climate -
b. -topography ,
c. vegetation I °
d.- animals' e L
.2, To enable Etudents to get a "feel“ for West Africa ghrough'
. a. -playing music /
. b,
3.
' both between cultures and within a culture >
INTRODUCTION
Yeste
~ culture }eflect the "values and beliefs of the“people.
the .
tale. Today we will certer upon Africa:

- how the people live.

rday we read an African story and discusséd -how folktales in any
We specifically listed

'To fix in students' minds the concept of geographical and cultural diversity,L,

.

o types of tales that we will be reading, .the "how" tale and the animal

-where it 1s; what it looks like; and -
An understanding of the folk tales of- a people should be '

placed in the context of the people and place which produced them.

' PROCEDURE

Play music (from West Africa if possible) to’ set stage..

Present slide show. '"Nigeria:
| economy, arts.

S

LA

n

A Short Introduction}" 42 slides on people,

Available from the African Studies Program.

L ' ) \

Loy
Discu$sion of what students saw in slide bhow andbimpreesions they now

" have on West African culture,

CLASS DISCUSSION QUESTIONS'

L

MATERI

RN

»

Wit
o .
‘. . .
. »
nl
e N
. .
L]

— "

What comparisions and contrasts can you make between what you sée of Africa
and what you know.of America?

Do “the df%ferences that ypu can-no

,presentation.) -

(Lisgt them, on the blackboard after slide

v{._s‘;-’"’” ¢

te between our cultures seem extreme and

strange? . Can you accept them as responses of the’ African people to their
physical and- social environment and. needs?

S oot

e

‘tuslides and slide set,.cassette.tape and cassette tape player}

»

wA
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"2.% Read and distuss: ,"Prayer for Rain," "Rain-Making Litany,"’and "Songs for
" +. the Rain Festival."'$ \ h : ' .
: '.3. Discuss in detai1 the cultural aspects 1isQ above. | \ L \ R

- o ) - .. . e ’ oL

INTRODUCTION =~ o e et . e

: 3 . ‘ .I » . . R . . . S
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Title‘ Some Cultural Similarities and Di ferences '-:;-"" h I

 LEssoy 3 - MAJOR onJEcmxvss L AR o

.- them  frqm American communities.

S . .
0

- To* introduce spme aspects of traditionar African communities which distinguish

-

a. ‘role of Chief-Priest

“¢. role of ancestors . . ’
- d. tole of spirits and religion in. daily lives - ' R

PROCEDURE

Q'1L*

Ce. bridewealth p

‘the arrangement of marriage .
‘derations overriding indi idual considerations S

»

f. community co

) help studentsfto begin ‘to understand and‘ptart
a culture differfnt from their own by comparing and con
and American vaifies. .

. s b -
‘l‘ '

> -

. N N . . . : .
. .- . V- ..
coa P . ’ - . -lip
I . . . > )
. -

Read and discuss the short gtory "The Rain Came" by Grace A.'Ogot.

Yesterday we saw slides of Africa and some of 1its pe0p1es, and we discussed

" 'some similarities and differendes in African and pmerican cultures that seemed _
' most apparent to us. Today we will read a short story by a Kenyan author. Be-
on the:alert for those things which are different in the Kenyan villagé from -

4

'

We .tend to forget that the Western world also has its traditjon of human sacrifjce:

the

: what we are familiar with in our town. = . . n. A | |
DURING THE DISCUSSIQN, the teacher wilI SR L_J‘ 'l% s g ‘i“lx
"1. Establish_the- importance of rain for crops in a farming community (handout.of_
" two, prayers/poems for rain, see next page) } , '
2, 'Discuss drumming as a means of communigption.v.- ' . '
3., Discuss village celebrations, and reasons for holding them. : ,
.4'. Point out new vocabulary words: calabash‘ denizen.. _
'5,':Elaborate on the 6 cultural aspects mentioned: abOVe which distinguish African
. from American communities. o . . .
 CLASS DIS USSION QUESTIONS : R | B 1';,9 : _;-'

3

It. is edgy to dismiss “the situation of this story as savage" and "primitiVe.

admired Hellenic society sacrificed Iphigenia for a favorable wind; Abraham

- offered hi¥ son Isaac on the alter to God. In each of these stories a "scapegoat"
takes the plsce of . the human being, and the outcome is a. happy one. So with .
Grase Ogot 8 story. .

. -
’n




e

Remembef also that we are keading here - of a subsistence 5°°£§§§’ a. small

band or clan of indiy viduals, with no scienle to ‘explain natural ph&nomena such) e
as rain, whose entifg concern 1s  keeping the group alive. o S

‘i'}j_l. Labong o fundtions as chief and priest in his society. ‘Why might these -, \ _
,. . roles be associated in 'less well—d;:gégpegrigcieties? What is the importance -
ey . :

5 . of the ancestors? Why do you thin given such'importance? .
) ¢ ) / -
" 2, Most warriors-and chiefs concern themselves- with a desire for sons to

succeed them. Yet Labong o.was mocked because he had no daughter. Vhat
... " . does‘this imply about the need and structure of the society in which
f\ Labong o*lives?, : :
s - 3. ,Oganda, as she walks to her death,;wkESup a song. What is the purpose of
'~ ..,  “song in a- society such as this? ) . _ ~

"_.4.: Consider the aftermath of this story: Whae‘sort of life will the young
.9  _.couple have, after violating the.religious and social rules they have *
inherited? Will they be outcasts? Are they suited to each other-<is ~ .

A ' 55? Oganda as completely a rebel ‘as Osinda?~ Can they ever rejoin: their group?
o How, then, will they live——even keep alive? . ) .
NOte. Throughout the unit, many tales, stories, dnd poems wfll be read. Some L

will be recorded and presented.to the class on tape cassette’as they ,
read along. Others will be read alocud by the teacher in the manner of
the storyteller. S5till others will be assigned for silent reading..

- An effort will be made to record all tales so that students with

" reading difficulties will have the option and opportunity. to 1isten
‘as_they read any or all of the 1iterature. - :

READING RESOURCES  * e '& .
. “The Rain Came" - Miller,_1970: 286-296. - . |
."frayer for.Rain" - Doob, 1966: 87.
"'Raiu—Making'-Li\ta),y" - Doob, 1966: .67.

'-,_ _-"Songsxfor the Rain Festiyal" - Doob, i966: 68.




B

. . 2 . | o
’ e e
' "PRAYER FOR RAIN" -
- _ -, from the Nyanja Pgople
g ’ ’ A
this®little cloud, and this,
This little cloud, and this, .
Let (the rains come. * o ' .
With-this little cloud_ . ' ’
k Give us water, T - :
v “Our hearts are dry, : - ' :
_0 Lord, . . . o
Give us water, S : -
. - Our hearts are dry i
0 Lord
- ' e ¢
. By R. S. Rattray
\ * . A Ny e
y "RAIN—MAKING LITANY" -

. fnom the Lango People

- -
’

We must overcome the edst wind o ' ) J
Which brings no rain;’' °

. We crave Tain”“/

Let showers pour,

' Let rain fall, o | N

If rain comes, t hen all ié we11 '
If 1t rains and grain ripens, then all is’ well"
If children rejoice, then all is well;..
“1f women rejoice, then all is well;
If young men sing, then all is well;

- If the aged rejoice, then all is well; S
- If rain comes, then all 1is well. -

. May the wind veer to the eouth, ' . .

So that the torrents will flow;

- May our grain fill the granaries,
“May the granaries overflow;

“If rain comes, then all is well;
If rain comes', then all is well

N

S . ' By J..H. Driberg

b
QY
-

-
v
T e el L4
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R TR AFRICAN RELIGIOUS BELIEFS E R

Resgpect fgrléged and Ancestors S 4' - - R . )

\ Lo *

- 'Elderly people are usually respected and accorded many rights and privileges;
they are considered wise and are regarded’ as guardians of the family 8 integrity.'
Ancestors, especially those who had distinguijhed themselves when alive, are,re-

| garded with veneration and are integral partsqgf the African religious beliefs. |

‘A great ancestor is believed to live in a spiritual realm, in contact with God and
responsible to God for supervising the affairs of his descendané;. He is thought .
to be able to protect virtuous. descendants from misfortune and te invoke misfortune‘

on the wayward Most African religions include rituals for praying to *and sacri-
ficing to the ancestors. ' . o o -

Despite Western characterization of Africans as "heathens," "pagans,“ and
"animists," religion is a deep, pervasive influence in traditional African life.,
It is intimately interconnected with family values through the belief in the
spiritual role of" ancestors and is expressed through art, drama, music, and

dance, as well as through regular religious rituals and prayers.

o Most Africans believe in one God, who created the universe and man but who is
- ‘spmewhat remote from the daily:lives of men‘and from the acts of nature. Because:
God' is believed to have more important concerns, he is said to have createdf%pirits_'
- of nature, as well as those of,ancestors,‘toigouern the fortunes of men and the I
- forces of nature. Man liqes-according_to God's desires When-he respects the
ancestors and familyhcustoms, is moral and~pious in his béhavior,.and pleases

the spirits of nature by good conduct and sacrifices. o

v

There are four chief asbects-of religion that students should understand: '
1. It is intimately bound up with almost all of African traditional life, so
“ ‘tHat the individual African has long felt a deep need for religious belief -
and practice.\

2. Because the traditional religious system is nonscienvific, it attributes

4

to spiritual causes natural events, illnesses, injuries, misfortune good M

. fortune, and other matters that Western ‘belief tends té consider caused

by accident or physical forces. -
- 3. It involves deep respect for the aged and ancestors. |
b, It has inspired much of Africa's artistic achievement, and Africa’in turn’

" has inspired or influenced many aspects of world ano,“including painting, o
folktales, fables, jazz, and dance. '

N

. . -
- — .
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’ Title: Tales that Explain Creation and Natural Phenomena _ |
 LESSON 4 - MAJOR OBJECTIVES | o S <

To read folktales of West Africa which explain creation andlother natural

phenomena. Such readings will point up to students the ‘age-0ld need of
,human beings to know "how" occurrences in their environments came to be.

To help students to gain an understanding of the concept of reincarnation
and of thf religion of Islam. ~ | » ) : -
3. _To demonstrate understanding of the nature of creation or natural phenomena
tales by writing a tale. ‘
‘ ! . o -
4. 'Draw parallels between African and American folktales. . . = .
 PROCEDURE o B A o | .
) _ b ' '1 i - .
1. Read and discuss "Ded!!i!nd the Creatora" (handout)
2. For } comparative version of the creation, read and dlscuss "The For:idden
~ Fruit." (handout) . .
_ b , ' .
3. Read and discuss.reincarnatipn concept in "The Toad." (handout)
" 4. Read and discuss the Fulani. "Chaln—Rhyme,' which points.out belief in God
- as the ultimate power. , o .
5. Read the Hausa tale "War thog and Hornbill" as a reflection of one practice ‘
. of the Islam religion.‘ _ 7 ) D R
6...Read three folktales which explain natural phenomena°' the Bini of Nigeria's
"Why the Sky Is Far Away;" (handout) and two of the Ibibio of Eastern Nigeria:
"Why ‘the Sun and Moon Live in the Sky" and "Thunder ‘and Lightening." (Establish
proper storytelling getting by having students sit in a circle aqound the
teacher with lights out and curtains drawn ) C
7. Write a folktale.‘
INTRODUCTION

0 . P

People everywhere ask guestions. Today we will read some tales that

originated because people wonder how the world came to be. They wanted to-

- know why people have different colored skins, why there is a sun and a moon,

and why people die. If you have ever wondered about such things, you may learn
' something new today! -

CLASS’ DISCUSSIDN QUESTIONS‘

1.

‘ . ) . .

According to the Kono people of Sierra Leone and "Death and the’ Creator,“
explain: how the earth came to be; why people have different colored skin,)
how the sun, moon, and stars came to be; why human beings die. (Established
wheresbouts of Kono people of Sierra Leone. It' s in the eastern part of th

. country.)

L]

.
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- 2. What story does "The’ Forbidden Fruit”’remind you oi? (Establish-whereabouts
of Efe people of Zaire on map ). _ _ ' '

3. What cultural belief of the Igbo. of Nigeria 1s the subject of "The Toad"?
Explain what reincarnation is. (Establish whereabouts of Igbo people -of
- Nigeria on map. From now on, this will be done every time a new tale or .

story is introduced 80 students will know each people are distinct and
unique ) _

4, Briefly discuss Islam and Chriatianity after reading the\Fulani "Chain-Rhyme".-.
and "Warthog and Hornbill." _

5. 'After reading the 3 tales explaining natural phenomena, discuss and list on
- *blackboard other phenomena about which a tale could be written. -Then assign
the writing of a short tale (one to two pages) concerning creation o6r natural
phenomena, ‘using. the blackboard . 1ist as. an idea/suggestion pool. Some, _
suggestions could include: ' . NS
a. a creation tale . - _ ' '
b.  why we die o . _
c. how theé sun, moon, stars, thunder, or 1ightning came to be
d. why the moon waxes and wanes R '
e. why the sun rises and sets c
f. why there are famines and droughts '
g. why dead pepple are buried in the ground
h. how reincarnation came to be '
- The paper. should include a rough draft and a final ink copy, stapled together,

* What American folktales do ‘you know that correspond to the creation and "how"
tales we have read today? .

v
a

T e

'lWDeath and the Creator"»
"The Forbidden FruitJ__ “
"Chain-Rhyme" - Doob, 1966: 48. °
"The Toad" ; . : . -

"Warthog and_ Hornbill" - Kaula, 1968: 23-24.

T "why the Sky Is Far Away

"Why the Sun and Moon Live in the Sky" - Arnott 1963: 133- 134

"Thunder and Lightning = Arnott, 1963: 32-34.




<

o . "DEATH AND THE CREATOR"

At the beginning there was nothifng. In the darkness of the world lived , = 2
Sa, Death, with his wife and only daughter. ' o - :
_ In order to Be able to live somewhere, $a created an immense ‘sea of
. mud, by means of magic, One day Alatangana, the God, appeared, and visited
- Sa in his dirty abode. Shocked hymthis state of affairs, Alatangana’ o
reproached Sa fiercely, saying he had created an uninhabBitable place,
~without plants, without living beings, without 1light,

To remedy these faults, Alatangana set out first of all to solidify
the dirt¢ He thus created the earth, but this earth still seemed to him
too sterile and too sad, and so he created vegetation and animals of all kinds.
8a, who was satisfied with these improvements of his dwelling place, entertained
‘great friendship for Alatangana and offered him much hospitality. After some
‘time Alatangana,. who was a bachelor, asked his host for the hand of his only
daughter.  But the father found many excuses and in the end flatly refused
to satisfy his demand. However, Alatangana came to a-secret agreement with
- the young girl. He married her, and in order to escape the wrath of Sa they
fled to a remote corner of the earth. There they_lived happily and bore many
children: seven boys.and seven girls--four white boys and girls and three black
boys and girls. -To the great surprise of their parents, these children spoke -
strange languages among themselves which their parents did not understand.
Alatangana was annoyed and finally decided to go and consulg Sa, and without -
" delay he set out on his way . ' ' : : :

[N

His father¥in:1aw'addressed him coldly and said: 'Yes, it was I who
" punished you, because you have offended me. You shall never understand what
your children say. But I shall give your white children intelligence and
* paper and ink so that they may write down their thoughts. To your black chil-
dren, so that they may feed themselves and progure ‘everything -they need, I :
shall give the hoe, the matchet; and the axe.qg' R o ' f .

Sa also recommended to Alatangana that the white children should marry

-among themselves and the black children should so.do the same. Eager to be
reconciled to his father-in-law, Alatangana accepted all his conditions. When _
‘he returned he had the marriages of all his children celebrated. They dispersed.
- to all parts of the world and engendered.the white and black races. From these
‘ancestots were born innumerable children whom we know today under the names of
French, English, Italians, Germans,etc., on the one hand, and Kono, Guuerze,
-Manon Malinke, and Toma Yacouba on the gther. - . o

— -

e ‘But the world that had thus bégp'peopled was still 'living in darkness. Onge )
'+ more Alatangana was forced to ask the advice of Sa. He commanded the "tou-tou" .
‘(an early-rising little red bird) and the cock to go and ask Sa's advice.

) ‘When he had heard the two messengers, Sa told them: "Entér'ghe house. I
shall give you the song by which you shall-cq&l the light-of day so that men can
go about their work. - L :

~»




-
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- - When the messengers returned, Alatangana became angry and scolded them-
"I gave you money and I gave you food for your journey, and you neglected
your duty. You deserve death.” . :

.

“But in ‘the end Alatangana mercifully forgave the two unhappy messengers.'
. Allittle later the tou-tou gave its first cry and- the cock too uttered his
. rufirst song .

‘e

- .

.And behold, a miracle.“hardly had the two birds finished their seng when
" the first day dawned. The sun appeared on the horizpn and according to the
directions of Sa started on its celestial course. When his journey was completed -
the sun went to sleep somewhere on the other side of the earth. At this moment
there appears the stars in-order to give to mankind some of their light during
the night. And since that day the two birds must sing in order to call the
flight. First the tou-tou. and then the cock. o

Having thus given the sun, the moon and the stars to mankind, Sa called
Alatangana. He said to him: "You took my only child away and in return I
~have done good to you. It is your turn now to render me a service: as,1
have been deprived of my child, you must give me one of your, any time that
I choose to call for one. He shall hear a calabash rattle in his dreams when
I clicose. him. . This shall be my call which must always be'obeyed.".

Conscious of his guilt Alatangana could not but consent. Thus it is

 because Alatangana disobeyed the custom requiring the payment of the bride-
. price that human beings must die. oo

from the Kono People of sierra Leone

<!

- "WHY THE SKY IS FAR AWAY" .

In the beginning, the sky was veﬁi close to the earth. In those days men
-did not have to‘till the ground, because whenever they felt hungry they simply
cut off a piece of the, sky and ate it. But the sky grew angry because often
they cut off more than they could eat, and threw the left-overs on the rubbish

~heap, and so he warned men that if they were not more careful: in future he would
-move far away. : p

L For a while everyone paid attention to his warning. But one day a greedy
woman cut off an enormous piece of the sky. She ate as much as she could, but
was unable to. finish it. Frightened, she called her husband, but he too could
not finiéh Lt “They called the entire village to help, but they could not finish
it.;»Iﬁ'the'énd\they had to throw the remainder on the rubbish heap. Then the
sky bgs&me;vary angry indeed, and rose up highyabove the earth, far beyond the
réach of meq., A@d«from then on men have had to work for- their living.

“from the Bini People of Nigeria |




~ "THE FORBIDDEN FRUIT" . ¢

- : . v ~/
God created the first humsn being with the help of the moon. He kneaded
the'body out of clay; then he covered it with skin and at-the end he poured o
b101P igto it. He called the first man Baatsi. .- X o
. Then he ‘whispered into his ear, telling him to beget many children, but to
impress upon them the following rule: from all trees you may eat, but not from
the Tahu tree. = PO : _ '
Baatsi had many children and he made them obey the rule. When he became qld

he retired to heaven. His children obeyed the rule and when they grew old, they
. too retired tor heaven.

-

But one day a pregnant woman was seized with an irresistible desire to eat
the fruit of the Tahu tree. She asked her husband to break some for her, but he .
refused. But when she persisted the husband gave way. He crept into the forest
at night, picked the Tahu fruit, peeled it and hid the peel in the bush. But- the
moon had seen’ him and she told God what she had seen. . .. - '
‘ -God.was 80 angry that he sent death as a punishment to mena

.

from the Efe People of Zaire

"THE TOAD" '
. : I
. When Death first entered the world, men sent a messenger to Chuki, aéking

him whether the dead could not be restored to life and sent back to their old
homes. They chose the dog as their messenger.

The dog, however, did not go straight to Chuku, and dallied on the way.

. The toad had overheard ‘the message, -and, as he wished to punish mankind, he
overtook the dog gnd,reached Chuku first.' He said he had been sent by men to

' say that aftér death they had no desire at all to return to the world. Chuku
declared that he/would respect their wishes, and when the dog arrived later N
with the true m ssage he refused to alter his decision. '

Thus, although a human being may be born again, he cannot return with
the same body-and the same personality. -/ :

)

ve ' v from "the Igbo_Beople of Nigeria

¢ L -




‘Title: Anival Tales , . . .
LESSON 5 - MAJOR OBJECTIVES . |

A

' u.l. To read tales which reflect the value and attitudes of the people who _ “-f
:  created them. ‘ '

2. To demonstrate ynderstanding of the nature of the animal tale by writihg
: one of ‘the 3 types of animal tales..

PROCEDURE ° .
1. Read‘“Why the Spider Is.Lean," "Why the Bat Flies at Night," "All of You,"“
"Why Flies Bother Cows," and "Why the Cat Kills Rats." ' .

2. . Read "Of the Fat Woman Who Melted'Away. | - o
. . l\ . ) ) - . . . ] . o ) o
- 3. Read "Procrastination'Doesn't Pay“ and "Greediness Doesn t Pay." ° '
. ’ . ® '
4. After establishing the category into which each tale fits, 1list an idea/
. sugg@stion pool on the board of other subjects- about which an animal
~ tale could be written. List ideas in the proper category. Assign the
:writing of one of the three types of animal tales. ' '

INTRODUCTION, . N

Another type of folk tale is the animal tale. Animals are the main characters,-*
and what they do reflects Fhe\life, heart and mind of the people which produced '
the tale. ,

1. Some animal tales explain why some- animals have certain characteristics,

- such ag why flies buzz or why a hawk kills chickens. .
2. Some animal tales reveal the established practices of a society.
3. Some animal tales’ teach a way of living that the people consider socially

acceptable. -
We will read adlmal tales_ today. See if you can tell ﬁhich category each tale

fits into. ' _ _ . —

Y

CLASS DISCUSSION QUESTIONS'

*

1l, How can we classify the 8 tales irfto the 3 categories? (General discussion .
of the tales will result as we classify the tales) E

2. What American folk tales do you know that correspond to the three categories .
mentioned above? ' - .

- READING RESOURCES -

"Why the Spider Is Lean" - African Studies handout by Momodu Kargq

.handout available from the African Studies Program. The title {is: ?olk Tales
from Sierrd Leone." _ n | vy




"How Dog Outwitted Leopand" -‘African Studies handout by-Momodu_Kafgo,  __
handout available from the African Studies Program, same title as below.

II"Folktale from Sierra Leone." ) o
_"Why';he Bgt Flies at Night" ; - Arnott, 1963 150-152.

"Al of You" - SSCSC, 1967: 120-122. - . -
"Why Flies Bother Cows" - Dayrell 1964 66-67' |

- "Why he Cat Kills Rats" - Dayrell, 1964, 68-69.

"of the Fat Woman Who Melted Away - Dayrell 1964: 83—85
"Pr5crastination Doesn t Pay" - Addo, 1968 37
“Greediness Doesn' t Pay" - Addo, 1968, 26-307

LA : l, ------

t



Title: Tales that Teach Standards ofBehavior

LESSON 6 - MAJOR ommerwes - . .*’{

‘1. - To demonstrate that standards @ behavior, as reflected in the selected -

» tales, are much the same as Américan standards of behavior.
* . Keep your word. ('A Promise Is a Promise")-
b. Don't boast. ("The Monkey and the. Snail") " :
c. Don't be greedy. ("About Envy") ("Ananse and His Visitor Turtle. ")

d. Respect your elders. ("The Tortoise and the Hare") :
f. Don't talk too much. ("The Talking Skull") . ' 1

8. Remember your eld'rs after they-die. ("The Cow-Tail Switch")

R 4 . N

2.  To point out that ancestors are specially remembered and’ revered in Africap =
family life. . _

-PROCEDURB N o
1. ’Handouts of reading will be passed aut. - .

12. " Discbss similarities in African and ‘American standards of behavior (integrity,
S responsibility, respect, moderation/restraint, resonrcefulnessf modésty)
3." Read and discuss "Prayef to Ancestral Spirits" and "Forefathers" to establish
the role of angestors in African family life. Also read "Songs Accompanying
" Healing Magic" to touch on role of spirits. ) - - '

LI

INTRODUCTION .

. We have talked about and written a tale concerning the "how" of creation or
the "why"” of nature's elements., We -have also written an animal tale. Today we
will be reading tales that deal with the nature of man: how he should act, and

~how he does act. Man's strengthg and weaknesses and how he: should tteat his
neighbors will be treated from the point of view of different African peoples. -
As in animal tales, you will notice that the tales you will read today sometimes
substitute animals in place of people. However, the things the animals do and
.the ways they act represent things that humans do and the ways humans act. As

we read today,\take note of differences or similarities you see in standards of -
conduct in West Africa and in America.-.

o

CLASS stcussxon QUESTIONS’ . - S

1. _ List the standards of behavior on the board.
2. How can you account for so many similarities in standards of -behavior? |
Do we in America respect and remember out/elders? Why or why not? What
- 18 the role of elders in African society?
3.  According to "Prayer to Ancestral Spirits" and "Forefathers,

what conclusions can you draw about the role of- ancestors in African f {1y
life? .o SN f | < o _

Folhtales: "Ananse and His Visitor Turtle"/ Ashanti, Ghana
- "The Talking Skull" - Nigeria 'f -

- o f




’

| Program entitled "Folktales from Sierra Leone."

. N
""The Cow-Tail Switch" - Liberia ' B
"A Promise Is a Promise" - Nigeria L e
. "The Monkey and the Snail" - Sierra Leone .. ..
v "The Tortoise and the Hare" -~ Sierra Leone
"About EnVy" - Nigeria A

Y
READING RESOURCES

y "Ananse and His Viaitor Turtle" - Kaula, 1968 25-51,

"The Talking Skull" - Mil\.l.er, 1970: 74

'f""The Cow-Tail Switch" - Courlander, 1975 85-88.

Y Promise Is A Promise'" - handout available from the African Studies

Program entitled "Nigerian Folktales."_

"The Monkey ;nd the ‘Snail: - handout available from the African Studies

Pt

-

‘"The Tortoise and the Hare" - handout available from African Studies |
.Program, same as above. . _ | _

-

*

"About Envy" - SSCSC, 1967 118-119.,

'"Prayer to Ancestral Spirits" - Doob, 1966, 69.

~ "Forefathers" - Miller, 1970: 105- 106.‘

A

,L"Songs,Accompanying Healing Magic" - Doob, 1956::63; o .

3

»
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STANDARDS OF .mvfoa_-,xs'nmcm Iti s_m_.scrsn FOLK TALES . . - 23
| X The seven talea»you read for today are @isted helow. After reading them, ,"
~ . match the tale on the left with the behavior 1t points out on the- righs
" ‘Four of the seven tales' have two amswvers, . l 1
: : ' g

W A Ananse and His Visitor, Turtle _E 1. 'Boast: %g does not pay.u j.' T

-

(2) ﬁli_ B. The: Talklng Skull _ Lo A 2. . Pride yourself on what you: will
' ’ - someone  in the-world exqels you.

. (¥ - C. .The Cow-Tail Switch® :

' . . " <'_. 6 3. ;Do not covet what is'yOur neighbor 8.
(1) D. A Promise_Is a Promise e . - ,

D 4. Keep your'word onct you giva it.

) " E. The Monkey and the Snail

A _ 8 F 5.0 h;;;h\iisrespect the elderly. i
(2) L F. The Tortqise and the Hare _ . _
_ : ! . . _B_ 6. ,Ialk is silver, silence is ‘gold.
2 G. e i..
o ' ) E_ 7. It's better to .use mind instead
- of muscle.l
: G 8.  Share your wealth with your "”
. o L neighbor. o e '
B 9. - Teeth sérve ‘a.s a fence to‘ :
" the mouth. LI “ - -
T '_ _F \}U?*~Slow-but suré;winsnthe}raee.
S A i ¢ 11. . Remember and honor the dead.
. : B X ‘ .. . _\ A ‘. . o " N V,. ¢ A s - . .
s - e S . |

II. In your best handwriting, answer the following quegtions in.complete sentences.{: o
e Five points will be deducted if you do not'write complete dentences..

<

" 1. {h "The Tortoise and the\ﬂare, name two’ xreasons why the hare wished to race _ )
- e to&toise._._ : \ :

am .6 | ‘@ . - : ‘b

2, Describe the personality of the ortoise in "The-Tortoise and the Hare.

3. In "The. Mo ey and the Sna 1 " explain how the snail ontsmarted the monkey. 'f' .

\

4, In "A Promis 'Is a Promise.ﬁ explain why the mother sough; Iroko 8 help.

i -, 5. In "The Talking Skull," why was the hunter killed? o | S

6. In uAbout Envy,"’why does t e elephant let.the first girl go'safely, but not 0
the second girl? : e ’ '

[}

7. In "The Cow-Tail Switch n’ e plain why Ogaloussa gives the cow-tail switch
- to Puli ingtead of one of his other sons.‘ S

In "Ananse and His Visitor Turtle," how does Turtle outsmart Ananse? a"'

. L ,
= I




RN "'Titll‘ The Family and Socialization°_ Children_and,Elders:fqu o -
. LESSON 7 - MAJOR OBJECTIVES o - -

,- N
0

1. To enable the student to underatand the,role of elders and of children .

© .+ 4n the family life of an African village. - o KRS
L :; 2. -To establish the significance of the initiation ceremony as a means of |
o N perpetuating customs of the ethnic group. y
'S . ° ' , ) . - . C, ' .
.+ 3. To encourage Students to respect differences they detect between African _ Ly
-+ and American cultures. Such differences result from. different needs and a '
| _difﬁerent social structure. . . g _
e pnocsnunz - S e D

[ R - : . . e -
! +

,"»_ 1. "Blessings Upon an Infant," "Lullaby," and "Game of Pots" establish roles =
of children in an African village. Establish the function of the child nurse.

2. The role of elders_is clearly defined in "Tongues Cause More Trouble Than ,
Wsapons of war*" o
3. Read "Life in Our.Village, Diséuss the.role of elders as. it contrasts . S
' to the role of children. What do girls do? -Boys? . , . . . = R
b "Incantation During Initiation into a»Secret Society" and "The. Leopard"'
establish the importance of successful initiationpwhen ‘a boy comes of aga.

o5 Answer study questions on "The Leopard." . o _
< o . . ’ . T

'-".“,'-"' - f N 7 ' .1 ) . ’ ‘ .’ . ) s . . . . .
L . . A-v ( . N ) : -
‘ INTRODUCTION . SN ' '

. Yesterday we discussed standards of behavior, and we established thst the
role of elders and ancestors in African sogiety is different than in AmeX{ca.
- .Today we will read &tories and poems that will help,us to better understand
. tha role of elders and- the role of young boys and girls in an African village
. of today.e We will see how they behave in relation to each other. : N o

"_ ‘ CLASS n:scussxon Q_ESTIONS~ -, . )

. 1. Who is "the stranger" in "Blessings Upon an Infant"? Who is asking that
+ -4  the child be blessed? What blessingy are asked on the infant and his family?
L What does the poem tell you of family life in the infant's village?

2, Who singe "Lullaby"? Whar thlngs are his family doing a8 the baby sleeps?
B

3. ‘Do children in’ Amarice sing 'as they play as the childrep do in "The Game _
- .of Pota"? Is this game purely for recreation? P | o S

4, Why did the elder spank Tongo in "Tonguee Cause More.Trouble Than Weapons .
of War"? Do you think he’was interfering? Would he 'be criticized for what SN
he did in American society? in African gsociety? \Why? | Oy

‘:V:'; o 5. In "Life in Our VilIage,m do- the elders know why hide and aeek is’ sxpopular -

e e game? o , - _ | ) I A
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- LESSON. 7 (CONTINUED) o 4" o R

'READING RESOURCES

ke e chbieame o o mP e L S e Crpmey

+

¥

6. Why. is a punishment of death the penalty of‘reveqling initiation practicea.

in "Incantation During Initiation intc a"Secret Society." After reading
"The Leopard," answer the study questions. What initiation procedures do-
-we have in America that could compare with the test of courage Prince Mo
endures? What initiation rites do girls in America experience? Why is 1t
.80 essential that African youths pass, the test? At what age is a bo -
- sldered a man in our society? #hat roles do sports play in marking the
- change of boys into men?  In what ways are our football games and Afrilan
... animal hunts the same? different? = Are older.people here pleased
R when a boy becomes a map? y or why not? In Afrigcan communities, every . o
g%strong man is needed. fgi-thisitrué here? Are manhood tests in the U.S. -
, - 'the same in rural areas as they are in the eities, where, there are few .
natural forces against which to test oneself? Do~these tests vary from
neighborhood to neighborhood within a city? ¢ ) '

- - .
4 . ’

4?31eseingsfbponsan Infant" - Doob, 1966: 49 i_ - s |

- “Lullaby" - Doob, '1966: 103, . - -

o

"Games of Pots" - Trask, 1966: 46-47. . N L

"Tongues Cause Mbre-irouble Than Weapons of War" - SSCSC » 1967: 103-104.,

"Life in Our Village" - Miller, 1970, 251, = I

_ , _ : X
"Incantation During‘IniEiatipn inte a-Secret Society" - Doob, 1966: 66.

"The Leopard" - McKeown, 1969: 39-44. . : - .
. g . o




¢ .

1.

4.
- a. when the leopard clawed him o :

- bs after the léopard dieds . E S
'*c. as soon as the arrow hit the leopard's throat = | e e

- '8;

. show his hunting skile o ‘ e

c. he must’ grab the tail of a lion .

" The, prince's age was ; A P .
. e '16 . . .- :,'1;:1;' S . /' . ..
c. 18 | Cow e

The prince was arﬁed with _;;”f
a. poilsoned arrays e,

/ |
~ b. a bow, a poisaoned arrod and a sword
c. @& bow, an arrow, and a poisoned sword.

" The leopard was watchinﬁ’

&. the antelope ik P - -
b. the boy A | | y
c.  the hogs A

Blood streamed doun the boy 8 faco

. .Lamina carried the prince home

a. on a stretcher

b. in a dugout canoe S
¢. ,on a horse's back = e o '
The prioce's wounds healed . o
a. at dawn the next day A .k

2 be. 1in one week

c. in less than two months

" The prince will always carry,

a. the smell of leopard's blood ..
b..  the scars of a leopard's claws = -

c. acane . ‘' ) “

This story tOOk’placé in _ .
"a. East Africa : ‘ . . - e w

b. South Africa . o ' . : .
c. Wbst Africa - _ v v

Prince Modupa went into the forest because he had to
a. prove his manhood
b. hunt for food .

_ c. skin a leopard

1]

A Masai youth mnight have to grab a lion by the _tall to
a. show that he is able to protect his gattle
b. prove that he can endure pain ¢

A boy who shows fear during circumcision may be "as good as dead" because
a. he must give up his cattle .
b. he will not be respected

) _ _ ' ~




) ’ ) . ‘. . N S ‘ . “ . ' ) .
STUDY QUESTIONS OVER "THE LEOPARD" (CONTINUED).___'- I
12.  Boys attend apécial schools as part of manhood rit;es to
~ a. prove that’they can endure pain ‘
g % b. take singing lessons . '
. ¢. learn - the customs of the:l.r ethnic group,
- ,
, /
r"_
1
-
>
2/




Title: The Husband-Wife Relationship and Change
LESSON 8 - MAJOR OBJECTIVES |

]

Y

. . L. ;To define and undtrstand theqhusband—wife relationship as it has existed

traditionally.
2. To recognize Krio (pidgin—English) as a tongue spoken in West Africa. “
3. To become aware of attitudinal and social changes that are occurring An 1
some parts of Africa concerning. v o
a. poly%yny to monogamy ' ) "
b. ' the adaption of "modern" ways of life to go along with the "traditional"
-ways of life, a process which amalgamates the "traditional and the - .
| modern." .
PROCEDURE - | | | B '

-~

1. Read and discuss"In Praise of Marriage" and "The Igbo Family: An Economic

Partnership" to establish the importance and function of marriage in African
society. :

A

2. Read and discuss "The Untilled Field“ to demanstrate the shared responsibilities
of man and wife in their’ 1abor, and to illustrate division of labor.

‘3. Read "Dimehin Transition to stimulate discussion concerning African culture

in flux. ' : oy
INTRODUCTION : PR . S
* Yesterday we discussed the roles of elders and children in villages of West "*,f
Africa. Today we will take "look at the -relationship between husband and wife.
We will also take note of es that are occuring in African social structure -

.' and compare these with ch&gges in American society.

CLASS DISCUSSION Qunsrloﬁé* o o ,

1. How is a woman defined in "In Praise of Marriage"? How does the attitude of
~ the poet compare?to the attitude toward marriage in America? In "The Igbo .
Family: an Economic Partnership," the wife seems to be the working partner

to a greater degree than the husband.‘ How does this_ compare to American -
soclety?.

N .- L

2. In "The Untilled Field," how is the man's anger at his wife finally rs.plved?

3. In "One’Wife for One Man," what 1is implicit in the concept of "new culture"?

' '“Is change good in itself, or must it be evaluated according to criteria outside
itself? -Why? In Stanza two, th@ poet refers to tradition to support his oppo-
pition to monogyny. To what extent is his argument valid? Was there no interest.,
%P equality of man and wogen before thq Europeans went ta Africa? In Stanza

hree, the author suggests that marriazo exists primarily for the legalization

-




\ .

L f'ﬁfn‘,‘.w¢;$" : - S T E _\Yg
- - - of offspring, that a wife musf bear children to be a proper'wife..JWhﬁ'do
. people get married in Americal To legalize any children ‘that they might
have? To.give life to heirs who will revere the ancegtors? To legalige
the heirs who will revere ancestors? .To please God? {Because it is
. cuaiomary? Does. Imoukhuede's suggestion about the purpose of marriage .
: regsemble that in which your people believe? . How is it similar and how \
/'is it different? o - B '

READING RESOURCES ' I o | - \\
%"In~Praise oﬁmﬂarrifé" ~ Dqob, 1966 100. - R o , \'
- "The Igbo Family: An |Economic Partnership"” sscéc, 1967:86 | ,
"The Untilled Land" - ar_tey,_l197l0_: 126-128. - |
:~$‘ .."QneEWife for’One.Man" ‘Hughes, 1963: 95746.- . W
L '.[Dimeh’in Trahsit'ién"" - \sscsc, 19_67:’;155-,-15_4." | * R
N
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h.3‘ To 1dentify Ashanti gold we’ghts and some of the proverbs -that accompany them.

Title:r Proverbs and Riddlesd

LESSON 9 - MAJOR OBJECTIVES

~

i

L To acquaint the student with Yoruba prov~rbs as a representation of the wit _'ﬂ

and wisdom of the Yoruba people.

' Z.H‘To see parallels and be. able to match Yoruba proverbs with American proverbs o

or sayings which communicate the same idea
\

4. To read and discuss riddles and try to decipher a few (This will be difficult, -

since they usually contains puns and- local references.)

5. To illustrate that proverbs and riddles record thoughts and feelings of West

. Africans; that ‘is, they reflect values o
' PROCEDURE | o .”: . | L

_ 1. Read and interpret Yoruba proverbs.

.

2. -Match Yoruba proverbs with American proverbs and sayings which mean the same thing

3. Look. at a slide of Ashanti gold weights and look at illustrations of the

., provarbs that accompany them. FPilmstrip, "The Ashanti of Ghana: A Heritage of Gold
filmstrips,cassettesand narrative, available from the Afritan Studies Program.

¢ -

4. Decipher riddles.

INTRODUCTION

~

Proverbs reflect the basic concerns and interests of the people who produce

: them» They are statements which contain some element of wisdom or which embody

a commonly accepted belief. They are a part of practically every culture in the
world. ' Proverbs can influence our daily decisions. Therefore, the préverb could
be considered as a subtle, powerful factor of life. We are all familiar with
“gee no evil; hear no evil; say no evil;" "birds of a feather flock together;"
"look before you leap;" and many others. Sometimes arguments can be settled when
one of the participants injects an apt proverb at an opportune time. And. the,
defeated opposition too often fails to realize that some proverbs contradict

“ othersw\\gor instance, contrast "look before you leap” with "he who hesitates - '
* 18 lost."  Also contrast "keep your nose to the grindstone" with "all work and

no play makes Jack a dull boy." In gome African communities the people habitually -
recite proverbs in decision-making. 'Arguments are settled by quoting proverbs

to such an extent that disputants in legal cases acquire the assistance of con-
sultants versed in proverbial lore just as we hire attorneys. ' Today we will read
some Yoxgba proverbs and interpret their meanings. We will transiate some Yoruba
proverbs into. their American equivalents. We will look at some illustrated Ashanti
proverbs called "gold weights.” And we will try our hands at some riddles from

"West Africa. Storytelling sessions at night may start off with riddles, or the

tales themselves may be interspersed with riddles. Through reading proverbs and
riddles, we will have-an opportunity to appreciate the wit and wisdom of the West
- African peoples ' _

e ]




SOURCES

CLASS DISCUSSION Quzs'nous s

1. DiSCussion to clarify the meanings of proverbs and riddles (on handouts)
- "will evolve from the lesson. A general’discussion of prOVerbs students are

familiar with will begin the discussion,
CML_ACHMH» Make up some riddles. that reveal aspects of American culture.

w .

loruba proverbs - Burton, 1969* 174 - jJ.O

»

Riddles - Jablow, 1 195 202

&

L]

Ashanti gold weightdescript:lons and proverbs - Courlander, 1975- 129-133.

N
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3.

11,

12,

13,

15,

16.

170

S 'S
"~ INTERPRETATION OF. ST
~ SOME YORUBA PROVERBS - = . , -

* By labour comes wealth. -~ ("Labor improbus omnia &inqif,“)-. :

It will not'do-tc reveal one's.secrets to a tattler. -~ (A common sentiment.) -

The marsh (or pool) stands aloof; as if it were notlakiﬁ to the stream. —- °

~ (Said of people who are proud and reserved, or who pretent to be what they are _

A long time may pass before one is caught im a lie (literally, a lie will not

~ 80 to oblivion). -~ (But detection comes at last.) , R

- The'slanderef brings disgrace on one, ;ike aaleprbsy which attacy one on the
point of the nose (where all can-see it.). —- (Said of one who tells another's
faults in public.)_ : ' -

T

.'Covetousnegs‘ié the father ofjunsﬁtisfiéd-desires.

‘ - One who does not understand the yellow palm-bird says the yellow palm-bird is
 noise (i.e., a mere chatterer: but the birds are supposed to understand
one another).-- (This proverb means that men are prone to despise what they
do not understand.) S E ' " '

. The Lodd of Heaven has created us with different natures. _-—(we'must not

~ expect to fihd the same qualities in all men.) - : '

 If a great (of powerful) man should wrong you, smile upon him. -- (Becausé’_
-res%?tence would bring upon you a still greater misfortune.) - : o

- If a dog has a man t6 back him he will kill a baboon.--(Showing the
;adyantqge of sustaining and encouraging people in their effor;s.)

He who waits for chance may wait'a year.~-=(Said to those who are ever
~ looking for "sometg;ng to turn uwp.") - S -
'You may say the blow 1s very light--you do not reflect that it hurts the
. 'snail.--(Said to those who excuse their maltreatment of others on the ground

,that it is no great matter.) o :

One shoﬁld‘never laugh at a sick person; perhaps what afflicts him today
‘may afflict you tomorrow.’ ' , - '

When thé farmer 1is tying up coranhégvers he rejoices; from bundles of
. corn come bundles bf money. '

" The bar hangs with its head down, watching the actions of all Eirdé.f—(This
- teaches silent observation.) S . . ’ '

The thread follows the needlé.——(AppIiéd'to;anything which happens as a v
‘natural consequence.) - KR ' _

CLIf God.should coﬁpute_our sins, we should pefish.' '

y !;V}:_- = 35
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‘f“16.; The man who has bread to eat (literally, one who eats the large loaf) does
~ mot appreciate the severity of a famine. : :

hﬂ'l7. Much talking is unbecoming in‘an e1der. ..
ylﬂi Respect_the-elders:u.they-are our fatherss_:; 4 : :-l”“‘f“l
19. The ‘younger should not intrude into the seat of the elders._:i
.-20.- 'The name given to a child becomes natural to it.. - |
fél' Ashes fly back in the - face of him{ghat throws them.--(We say the same of curses )
22; May you eat old age - and longevity --(Meaning,-maypmu enjoy many days )

. 23.. A man with a cough cannot conceal himself

24, A peace-maker (often). receives wounds.—-(For which reason it is presume$
- he 1is “Pleased ") S

. 25, Perseverance is everything.--(With us it accomplishes great things-—"Labor--~ :
' improbus omnia vincit.") . o . :

26...Wherever a man goes to dwell his character goes with him..

27. The laborer \is always in the sun: -~ the landgwner is always in the shade.-—'a
(Meaning, that one toils while the otherkreeps the fruit. ) “

28, Every man 8 character is good in his own eyesL




7. If you attend to wbat is roasting;
.+ 4t will not be burned. )
\

_ 8. Rock—salt is the produce of Héusaland:"

tobacco is the produce of the Oyibo
(European) ; the spoon (with which the
mixture of rock-salt and tobacco 'is

=retailed) is the produce of the Chief
of Ire ,

- 9."The dawn comes not twice to vake .

L - .. a man; the dawn is the earliest part

- of the day (i.e., time to begin work);

- - (with) the evening twilight comes the
night. = = B

M
10.  "Today I am going'!--tomorrow X am
- going!" (intended removal ‘today or’
tomorrow) gives the stranger no en-"
couragément to plant the Ahusa (al-
though it bears fruit very quickly).

%

8.

L
They "also serve who only
stand and wait.

Early to bed and early to 't—
rise, makes a man healthy,
wealthy, and wise, -

'Good folka are scarce.

Everything 1s “in its own

Pplace.’




SOME YORUEA PROVERBS AND THEIR AMERICAN EQUIVALENTS

; . v
,/ k B

>

Directions: 7Try your hand at matching Yoruba and American proverbs and sayings. Do as

S '~ . manv as you can, Ihen work.with a neighbor and’ figure out the rest. .
B P Mouth not keeping to mouth and 11p _ - T Forgive and forget. f‘\)"
- ' not keepirg to 1ip, bring,trouble to : ) o

the Jaws. b. Look_before-you leap.
" 2.  We.should not undertake a thing which

, ‘c. Don't bite'off more
. we cannot lift (perform)} '

than .you can ‘chew.
-~ 3. Frowning and fierceness prove not d.. Don't cut off your nose
S manlrnesa.‘ ' " to spite'your'fsce.
4. A self—willed man soonfhas disgrace. e. Talk is silver, silence
o o 1s gold

3

done to our fellowman. * | | f. It's in God's hénds-now.x
6. He who.injures (or despises) another, °

_ , : g. Out of the frying—pan,
s ﬂnjureS-(or despises) himself. :

* intq the fire.

L7, .He that forgives (the aggressor) gains

h. Dogs that bark don't bite.
;" "the victory in (or ends) the dispute. o

\
—.1. Do unto others as you would

h“" '8.‘2Leave the battle to God, and reet your have them do unto you. .é:

head (or temple) upon your hand ‘(as a -
spectator) ' :

-

¥

c7
/ES

2

| _ 5. A contemptuous action should. not be “;- : 2? _

7

_3
5

—

. 1. ~Pride-goeth-before the-fall.t
: , ) &

9. _He fled from the sword, apd hid in\the
scabbard (into which the sword will-
return). ‘ .

10, 1f the matter be dark, dive to the

' bottam,

\‘.-s
. . , 77\ o &
. 1. Contraction'of Words-conceels the sense. a. Do the thing with all
— o ___:  your might-
2. The Aro (man with withered limb) is :
- '.the porter at the gate (i.e. , stationary - O

i b\. A rolling stone gathers
servant) to the gods. )

. N0 MOSS. b
\.

-3+ The paim_of the hand never deceives

_I
jé d., Theré\must be\a reason forA

¢. Brevity is the soul of wit.
one. - ' ‘
4. However well an image be made, it ‘ everythd;ir there is no
. - must stand upon something. . o : ~smoke -without fire,
b S \5— : \ \
e 5. One here, two there, (so) the market N e.” Slow but suxe wihs,the race.
is filled up. - : e ) \
‘ ' : ':?' f. A bird in t::\hend is worth
.. 6,_ Oxdinary.people are as common as - two In the'boshl' \

grass, bpt good_ people are dearer L
'than pn eye._ : ‘
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" Title: The Folk Tale: ‘An‘Oral Tradition , . . S0
LESSON 10 - MAJOR. OBJECTIVES - . D
Afﬁ 1. To involve the student in African folk tales by having them stage thelr - ©
DRI “own re?iéé;pns of one of four folk tales. T o s //(/-

2, To writé a paper-on “What I Know About West Afficg," which will serve ‘as
~ -an -evaluatiqn of student concepts and attitudes. = = = - . _ , _
0. ' _ - ) 3 . - . , ' .

\ PROCEDURE >~ . S . o '..\ B

- Divide_into groups for assignment of'parts."Use the .rest of the class periodﬂ
' for practice.~ Some of ‘the animal characters may wish to make cardboard- T
\ngetags to wear so the meaning of the-tale will be clear to the -audience.
- 2. Each g:oub,will present their dramatized folk tale. The audience will
- consist of the rest of the class and a guest class. o :
- Folk Iales)- "The Patched Cloak" _ (16 people) )
- ' “The Sun, A Bushman Legend" (6-7 people) - : S
' "The Search for the Home of the Sun'l (7 people) R o -
"The Partnership of Rabbit and Elephant, and What Came of It" (11 people). -
. , : . ‘ _ a o )’ s
- 3. Write an in-class paper (both rough draft and final ink copy) on "What I ;
. Know About West Africa." The student should feel free to include impressions
that he may have had about Africa that he now knows, are erroneous. This will
indicate whether or not students have correctly formed concepts presented
throughout the unit and whether they have formed positive attitudes toward "~ .
- West African peoples and cultures. | : S o
. o : ] . . . . ' : vf» . .
4. Complete a "'Seek and Find" pu221e of concepts presented throughout the unft. . "
. . .\‘ N ' . o - . . I 4 . -
o - . \ : . T e : i ‘L
\ o A : - . -

INTRODUCTION

In this unit we have read folk tales and written folk tdlese We have learned
about family life in West Afritan villages and studied some proverbs and riddles
in an effort to relate the peog es+to the literature they have produced. Today , .
“you will have the opportunity to relate to the African folk tale on a.personal BRI
-level. You will choose one of four tales and act them-out in groups. Each group =
- will need to appoint ‘a narrator,\and then you can decide who will playﬂ;hgtﬁﬁ?rt.'
',Some_are'Speaking parts, and other parts will be acted: out, or mimed. ~Yau may
' play several small parts to equal)one speaking part. The approximate number of

people. needed for each tale is indicated at the top of the Script, so divide into

groups’ accordingly. - -

| CLASS_DISCUSSION QUESTIONS:'

W -

1. As a group, find a proverb that'summarizes.thexﬁoiht of the play you‘have

8 chosen to act out. See the teac er'fpr.Ashan:i,'Hqusé, Yoruba, and.American
. proverbs. S . . L R
| : do these fol ; aople of each tale and their .
2. What do these folktales tell ws atiout the people of ea e ! _
o . o values'an_d_ Ppractices? ' V 39 e -

’.




- LESSON 10 -

. ashamed to send you here without prétty clothes. But here the poor.

- first lesson, but as soon as the other boys met him.in the street:

" .cloak., .

" 8s soon as Abdullah, with patches 'all over him, appeared round the -
' S ' ' : . L v ot .

. which its mate lay mburning. - '

.~-back to you, but.only ‘dod | can do that."

,_/iﬁs ﬁateo \ o
 out’of it, licked Abdullah's hand and began to frolic with its mate.

e . THE PATCHED CLOAK T T
. ¢ -~ 7 -from Tales from the Malay Quarter B

| Lo AN e

A poor widow wonan, who had only ‘one son, named Abdullah, wanted . -

. - very much to send him to school; but they'had hardly enough to eat, L

* -rand to buy clothes was quite out of the question. All thht Abdullah . -

5

had ‘to wedr was a tattered pair of trousers, and when it was cold the. -

widow gd%éﬁhim a cloak patched with many colours. , .
* Abdullah wished very much to go to school and could not.under--
stand why his mother grew so sad whenever he spoke of Pt. One cold
- morning he determined to ask ‘the imam if he could join his classes."
.7, ."0f courde, my son," -said the imam. "Is not the Word of ' God
‘proclaimed here, and are you not Abdullah? No doubt your mother was

and. the rich are one, and I'1l not allow anyone here to poke fun .at ,%{ .
“poverty." - " ’ R R - - -

" A1l went along Splendidly at the imam's and Abdullah ehjoyedlhis _

they could net refrain from teasing him about his badly patched - L
One of the boys made a little song and they all sang it together

corners . R _ ‘ o e
co ~ Lap, dit is )ap, R e .
S ";.u' Lap._dit is 1apoom. T : . - . ~ . K
- c . '(Patch, ‘there is a patch) . "

_That ‘afternoon Abdullah wandered forlornly in the desert, for
the children’s mocking’ drove him out of the village. ]
At the .foot of g-date palm he came upon a dead dog, teside

“Poor treature'" said Abdullah to the 1itt1e.dog.WQo}was
mourning. "You've lost your mate.. If only I cogld.}I'd‘g;ve him

. The 1ittle dog looked up at him with beseeching éyes.. -
"Do you warit me to pray for him? llaybe .God [will hear our .
_prayer. I'll throw my cloak over your mate, so that the sun can't
scorch him.” - =~ ¢« s . o
o And Abdullah drew the patched cloak gver the dead dog, ‘knelt
- down_near Yhe date palm and begged God 'to give back the animal to.

, He had hardly finished when the cloak stirred and the dog crept

The,'Joy of those threg was boundless as they went away.
Near one of the pale yellow sand dunes, which stretched out to .
- the horizon, lav a dead cock and alongside mourned a little.hen., °
"Perhaps . God 'will hear my prayer again," said Abdullah, and -
-he threw his cloak over the cock.before he began to pray. .
.. He'd hardly finished when the cock crept out of the cloak. ‘
The joy of those  five was boundless as they went on further. -
They then came to' a palace with doors of pearl. A great multic
tude of peop)e stood before it. SR - o
- "Something must. have happened." said Abdullah, and he told the
cock to have a look. o B ) g L
2"Jump on to the wall," said Abdullsh.. "If you crow, I'll know
there is sotrowf™but if you only step about, 1’11 know it is joy.

hot 8
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‘ - - . ’ S " S . - ) . . . - .'
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e e : T S v | |
o i : Hardly had the cock got on top -v\i’}the wall when he crowed
Coo i dowdly. oo T o s 0 S o

. .- "Has someone died?".Abdullah asked, -

N "Yes," -said a man &% the gate. "Our Sultan has died and we are
‘all very sad, for he was just and a good Prince,"” T
I "Let meé pass:" cried Abdullah, {Iaybe.I can be of use:" v
- - At first the guards would not allow the boy in the patched cloak
‘<. -Yo pags, but he begged so earnestly that at last they let him in.

. Abdullah drew his cloak over the Sultan and agsked God |if He
~Would rfot give the Sultan bhck to his people. S - -

- Everybody was struck dumb and motionless as they saw the poverty- .
stricken boy,"with the dogs and the fowls at his side, praying so ﬂ
earnestly at the Sultan's bed of state; but greater still was the .= .-
astonishment when the cloak began tb stir and the Sultan arose as if ' - -
nothing had \been the matter with him - 2~ - - o I

| When, the Sultan learned what had happened, he would rot allow -
~Abdullah to depart. .~ - - - . 07T 0. e S
‘. "By your deyout prayer," said the Sultan, "you gave me back to
. my people. God | is great and good. He hearkens to. the prayer of -
. the pure 4n heart. Let me take you bdack to your mother, and I'11 -
~glve her a house in my city. I shall want you to remain always near .-
- Abdullah becane a great man ‘in the land, but although he was = =~
o ‘always dressed ifh silk and satin he never parted -from his patched . -
cloak, for by it he first learnt to know the mercy of God. . o
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- THE SUN, A BUSHMAN LEGEND .
‘& South African Folk Tale

Long, long ago in the days:of the Early race that were before even
the Flat Bushmen, who were the first p2ople we really know anything
about, at a'certain place lived a man, from whose armpits brightness
streamed. When he 1ifted an arm, -the*place on that side of hjm was

light; when he 1ifted the other arm, the place on that side of him

~was light; but when he 1ifted both arms, the light shone all .around

about him. But it only shone around the place where he lived;-it did
not reach to other places. - ' : ' '

Sometimes the people asked him to stand on a stone, so that his
light could go farther; and sometimes he climbed on & Kopje (hi1il) ..

- and lifted his armss Ach! then the light streamed out far, far, and |
‘lighted up the veld (grass 1and) for miles and-miles, For the higher
he went, the farther the 1light shone. - - -

Then the people said: "We see now, the higher he goes the farther:

~ his 1light shines., .If only we could put him very high, his light
vould go out over the whole world.," ‘ | | )

3o they tried to make a.plan, and at last a wise old woman called
the young people together and said: "You must go to this man from
Whose armpits the light streams. When he is asleep, you must 801}
and the strongest of you must take him under the armpits, and 1ift |

- him up, and swing him to and fro - and throw him.as high as_you can
into the sky, so that he may be above the Kopjes, 1lifting his arms
to let the-light:stream'dOWn,to warm the earth'and make green things
to grow in summer."” = . ~ - ' - |

So_the young men went to the place where the man lay sleeping. !
Quietly they went, credbing along in the red sand so'as not wake him.
He was in a deep sleep, 'and before he could wake the strong young
‘men took him under the. armpits and swung him to and fro, as the wise

~01d woman had told them. Then, as they swung him, they threw him,
into the air, high, high, and there he stuck. . L _

The next morning, when he woke and stretched. himself, lifting his

- arms, the light streamed out from under them and brightened all the

world, warming the earth, and making the green thiings grow. And so
it went on day after day.. When he put up his arms, it was bright, -
it was day. When he put down one arm, it was cloudy, the weather was
' not clear. And when he put down both arms and turned ever to go to’ .

~ #8leep, there was no light at all: it was dark; it was night. But gi .
X

When he_awoke and lifted his arms, the day came again and the worl
- was warm and bright, . ’ . PRI
. Sometimés he is far away from the earth. Then it is cold; it ig” ;
winter. But when he comes near, the earth gets warm again; the Hy ¥
green things grow. and ‘the fruit ripens; it is summer. And so it 3
goes on to this days the day and night, summer and winter, and all g
because the 0ld lian with the, bright armpits was thrown into the sky. s
"~ "But the Sun is not a man, Outa,” said downright Willem, "and he -
hasn't any arms," ] , _ A
. "No, not now. He is 'not a man any more., But remember how long
he has been up in the sky - spans, and spans of years, always
rolling round, and rolling round, from the time he wakes in the

- morning till he lies down to sleep at the other side of the world.

And with the rolling, he has got all rounder and rounder, and-the .
light. that at first came only from under his arms has been rolled *
right round him i1l now he ia a hig ball of light, rolling from one

12 .
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. .81de of the sky ‘to the other. ., When it is a dark day, then he has put = _
his arms out. He is holding them down, and spreading his hands be- -
fore the 1ight, so that it ofin't shine'on the world. And sometimes,

" Just before he goes to sleep at night, haven't you seen. long bright

. -8tripes coming from the round ball of light? Those are-the long
o fingers of the Sun. His arms are rolled up inside -the fiery bally
+  but he sticks his long fingers out and they make bright roads into .

- the sky, spreading out all round him. The 01d lan is peeping at the:
eartih through his fingers. The next time he sticks out his fingers
you must count them and see if they are all there - eight long. ones, ..
those are the: fingers; and two short onés for thée thumbs.. When he
lies down,. he pulls them in., - Then.all the world grows dark and the

!

‘people go-%to sleep."”

) . o ‘. e ."&‘. . . ) ...‘
. . , . . . .
. : et
o ‘. )
o , ¢
-
-
s
. .
'.N.
[}
‘
A
¢
-J
I \
o\
\
\ . 1 4
P T S
§ -
". . P
P
%; 4’"‘
.él : R

o
&
&
\
N el ANV
; ‘”-.'
RN w0}
\




e 'If:‘ﬁmgg SEARCH FOR THE HOLE OF ‘THE.SUN

_*shot up 1nto'f1ames.:,When¥the woman and her husband. were at last
“awakened by the fire), the . flames had already mounted into the roof,
.- - and. were burning furiously.’ Soon they broke through .the top and

B flames like a stréam of fire towards the neighbouring huts, and in a
-~ 8hort time the fire -had caught hold of ‘every house, and the village °

| ‘shields, knives, paddles and canoes. \'hen he had given all, the

- ‘they had made themselves as comfortable as ever. : —

~effect that,-in future, no fire should be 1it in the houses diring

. and saids "Oh, my people, this iB wnendurable, for 1life is with me

- went to sleep.  1In the mi?dle'of the night the fire had spread, and

-destroyed by‘the fire, ‘and the people were horror-struck and angry..

~man and will be able to pay."

" place to another through their bodies. The village was filled with

. “warmth, and we shal), need no fire. What say you?"

the trive left their country and went eastward, and-they have never ..
been heard of since, but those who.chose. to Btay with us explained -+

‘him the rest.

sufferers by the fire, the people gained new courage, and:-set about

‘For the housem had been thatched with green banana-lsaves, the.

Let us seek a warmer clime. Behold whence the Sun.issues daily in,

N
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My talé is-about King lasama and his tribe, tHe Balira, who dwelt -
far in_the~region, ' They were formeriy very numerous, and many of -. .
them came to live among us, but one day King llasama and the rest of

their dieappearance in this way. : : . ST
' A woman; -one cold night, after making her fire on the. hearth,

s?read. and began to lick

litter it crept to' h

up the litter on the floor, and from the °
er bed of dry.bandna leaves, and in a' little time =

leaped into.the night, and a gust of wind came and.carried-thé'long -9;“

was entirely burned. .. It was soon known that besides. buming up “their -
houses- and much property, several 0old people and infants had been

Then'one voice said, "We all kriow in'whose house. the fire began,
and the owner af it must make our losses good to us, - He is.a”qichg

) _ { T
- And he did sos his plantation of bananas and!fruit trees, hfs
plots of beans, yams, potatoes, ground-nuts, his slaves, spears,

hearts of the'people,became,aqftened_tbwards him, and they forgave .
After the elder's property had been equally divided among the
rebuilding their homes, and-before long they had a new village, and-

Then King lasama made a new law, a very severe law - to the
the day or niEht; and the people, who were now much alarmed about
the fire, with one heart agreed to keep the }aw. But it was soon
felt that the cure for the evil was as cruel'as the fire had.been.

timbers were green and wet with thelir sap, the floor wasy'damp and
cold, the air was deadly, and the people began to suffer from joint
aches, and their knees were stiff, and the pains traveled from one
groaning. ’ » | ,
~ liasama suffered more than all, for he was. old. He shivered night
and day,. and his teeth chattered sometimes so that he could not '
talk, and after that his head would burh, and the hot sweat would
pour from him, so that he knew no rest. : .
Then the king gathered his chiefs and principal men together,

now but one continuous ague. Let us leave this country, for it is be-
witched, and if I stay longer there will be nothing left of me. Lo,
my joints are stiffened with my gisease, and my muscles are withering.

the morning, hot and glowing; there, where his home is, must be

L' .
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llasama's words revived their drooping spirits. They looked to-
wards the sun, as they saw him mount the sky, and felt his cheering
¢ glow on their naked breasts and shoulders, and they cried with one
- accord: "Let us hence, and seek the place whence he comes."” :
~And the people got ready and left their village, ,

Not until a long time afterwards did we hear what became of
liasama and his people. It was said that they traveled until they
came to the foot of the tall mountain which stands like a grandsire
amongst the smaller mountains, Up the sides .of the big mountain
they straggled, and as the days nassed, they saw that the world was -
cold and dark until the sun showed himself over the edge of the big .
mountain, .when the day became more -agreeable, for the heat pierced ..

. into their very marrow, and made their hearts rejoice. The greater.
the heat became, the more certain were they that they were drawing .
near the home of the sun, And so they pressed.on and on, day after
day, winding along one side of the mountain, and then turning to wind
again still higher, Each day, as they advanced towards the top,. the
heat became greater and greater., Between them and the sun there was
now not the smallest shrub or leaf, and it became so fiercely hot
that finally not a drop of sweat was left in their bodies. One day,
when not a cloud was in the sky, and the world was all below them -
far down like a great buffalo hide - the sun came out over the rim of
the mountain 1ike a ball of fire, and’the:.: nearest of them to the
top were dried like a leaf over a flame, and those who were behind
were amazed at its burning force, and felt, as he sailed over their,
heads, that it was too .late for. them to escape, - Their skins began
to shrivel up and crackle and fall off, and none of those who were
high up on the mountZin side were left alive. But a few of those who
were nearest the bottom, and the forest belts, managed to take .
shelter, and remaining there until night, they ‘took advantage of the
darkness, when the sun 8leeps, to fly from the home of the sun., Ex--
cept a few poor old people and ‘toddling children, there was none
left of the once populous tribe of the Balira. Lo
- That is my story. We who 1live by the great river have taken the
lesson, which the end of this tribe has been to us, close to our

- hearts, and it is this. 'Kings who, insist that their wills .should be .

> followed, and never care to take counsel with their people, are as
- 1little to be heeded as children who babble of what they cannot know,
- and therefore in our villages we have many elders who take a ,
-matters from the chief and turn them over in their minds, and when
they are agreed, they give the doing of them to the chief who can act
+ only as the elders decree. » 2 . | '
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. THE PARTNERSHIP|OF RABBIT AND'
" ELEPHANT, AND WHAT CAME OF IT

‘ Tn Uganda, a'R bit and an Lleph

~

nt werit on a little trading ex-

w at a trade Elephant was not to
be compared with Babb{%y.for-heUCOu d not talk so pleasantly as . \
Rabbit, and he was not at all sociable, " So, Rabbit.got-a mighty fine
cow in exchange for his 1little bale f -cloth and the Elephant a year-

. Just as theyAbegan-their return Journey, Eiephant'saidifq Rabbit,
Now mind, should we meet anyone on the road, and weAare-askedawhose;

‘cattle these are, Iwish you to oblide me by saying that they are

L mine, because I should not lilke peoplle to believe that I am not as

. ' little one belongs to Elephant."”

_bassed on.

those is {t?"

remember, you are to say so next time, or

‘opposite to them, and the people said, "Re
. ingly fine cow. To which of you does it b

- danger,

- good a ‘trader as yourself, They will| also be afraid to touch them if

they know they- belohg to me; Whereas,| if they.hear that they.belong
to you, every fellow will think he has as good a rightjto-them;as -

- yourself, and you dare not defend your property."

"Very well," replied Rabbit, "I quite understand;”"; S
In a little while, as Rabbit and Ellephant drove their cattle

along, they met many people coming from market who stopped and ad-

mired them, -and said, "Ah, what a fine|cow is - that! . Tprhom,does it
belong?* : . S

- "It belongs to me," answered the th

voice of Rabbit. “The

ery fine indeed, A good cow that,) replied the_peopiexénd-.A"

Vexed and annoyed, Elephant cried angri y to-Rabbit, ”Why did you

-not answer as I told you? MNow mind, do ms|\I tell. you at the next

meeting with ‘strangers." == . : o
"Very well,” answered Rabbit, "I will)|try gnd remember." . :
By-and-by they met another party going home with-fowls, who;  when
they came up, said, "Anh, that is a fine east, and in prime order.

"It is mine," quickly replied Rabbit,
heifer belongs to Elephant."

" This answier enraged  Elephant, who said
fool you are, - Dig you not hear me ask yo

‘and the little scabby
"What an obstinate little
-to say it was mine? DMNow,
- legve you to find your
ivle little coward."
ed Rabbit in a meek voice.
which stopped when'
1lly, that is_.aq. exceed-
long?" . .

"It is nine. I bought it from the Watusi," replied Rabbit,

The Elephant was so angry this time that he broke away from
Rabbit, and drove his 1ittle heifer by another road, and to Lion, .

own way hope, because I know you are a hor
. "Very well, I'1l do it next. time, " repl
In a short time they met another crowd,

‘and Hyena, and Buffalo, and Leopard, whom he met, he said what a

fine fat cow was being driven by cowardly 1ittle Rabbit along another
road., He did-this out of merevspite, hoping that someone of them
would be tempted to take it by force from Rabbit. |

~ But'Rabbit was wise, and had seen the spite in Llephant's face

as he went off; and was sure that he would play him some unkind

Xrick; and, as night was falling and his home was far, and he knew
that there were many vagebonds ‘lying in wait to rob poor travelers,

he refleqted{thatAifﬂhisewit~failed to save him he would be in great
s 3 . 46 ,5.' l.‘ S N .




- ahd belloved "fiercely. "You, Rabbit, s 2 -
tpking that cow?"” ' » SYOR( said he. "Where are vou .

feast with liugassa. I will help you with pleasure.” :

liugassa will come himself and.giv¢ each h

“that we may have proper plates for NuQ%%
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True enough, it was not long before a big blustering lion rose
from/the side of the road, and acired out,"Hello, you there. Where

~ are you foing with that cow?-Come, spesk out.‘-\;u #

"Ah, is that you, Lion? I am taking it to Mugassa (the deity) who -
is about to give a feast to all his friends and he told me particu-. .
larly to inviif} you to share it, if I should meet you." oL

'"Eh? Vhat? To liugassa? Oh well, I am proud to have met you,
Raﬁbit. As I am not otherwise engaged I will accompany you,.because
everyone considers. it an honour to wait upon liugassa.”. - . .-~ "
| They proceeded a little ‘further, and a bouncipg.buffalocamesunscis.

"I am taking it to llugassa, don't you know? How could & H¥¥ew..,.

fellow like me have the courage to go so far from home if it were no

that I am in'seryice for llugassa. I am charged to tell you, Buffalo,

that if you like to .join in the feast llugassa.is about to give, that ¢
"he will be glad té have you as a guest.” | . w0, B2

"Oh, well, that is good news indeed.’ I will come along now,
Rabbit, and am very glad to have met you. How do you do, Lion?" .
A short ‘distance off the party met a huge rogue elephant, who .= ‘.
stood in the middle of the road and demanded to know where the cow:

.

" vas being taken in a tone which required a quick answer, -

~ "Mow, Elephant, get out of the way. This cow 1s being taken to... ..

lugassa, who will be angry with you if I am.delayed, . Have.you:not. ;..

heard of the fegst he 1s about give? - Bye:the bye,  as’ you:are:ione,:

of the guests, ou.might as well help me to drive:this cow.” =i .
?

“Why, that is grand," sald the Elephant. "I shall be delighted- t&'

Keve it
S

Soon a leopard and then a hyena were met, but seeing such a

| gowerful crowd behind the cow they affected great civility, and were

nvited to accompany Rabbit’s party to liugassa’s feast. -~ .
It was quite dark by the time they arrived at Rabbit's village.: -
At the gate stood two dogs, who were Rabbit's chums, and they barked .

_Aaugigusly. but hearing their friend's voice, came up and welcomed
abblt.. - : \ « . -

.

"Well, my friends, do you hear what Dogs have just {old me?

| fs portion of the cow for
the feast. But remember if the cow is touched before lugassa arrives,
we are all ruined. Now each of you watch for.fallingileaves jn.Quder

: _ SR o
Having issued his instructions, Rd e T ST ST T My

" place vhere he could watch all of, the animals. Each watched the -

treea for the falling leaves but hyena who wanted the cow for him-

‘self, After he had made sure everyone was busy he crept up from be-
- hind a tuft of grass where the cow was busily eating and was Just

about to spring when Rabbit screamed, "Ah, you thief, Hyena. You

~ thief, I see you. Stop thief, llugassa is coming.” '

These cries so alarmed Hyena that he fled away as fast as his legs
could carry him, and the others, Buffalo, Elephant, Lion, and Leopard.

tired out with waiting, and hearing these alarming cries, also ren

away, leaving Rabbit and his dog friends in quiet possession. They -
laughed loud and long over the fun of it all., -~ ~ .. . ...t .. .0
liy friends, Rabbit was the smallest of all, but by his wisdom he.-::.

- was more ‘than a match for two Elephants, Buffalo,-Leogard. Lion,. -
Hyena, and all. And even his friends, the Dogs, had t
Rabbit’s wlt could not be matched. That is my tale.

o confess that >
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"'- S ANNOTATED BIBLIOGRAPHY OF souncas FOR FOLK TALE UNIT

* Please note t:hat literature suitable for students haj been marked by aj'(*).}..

k- Addo Peter Eric Adotey. Ghana Folk Taleah_Ananse Stories from Afrdca. New: York

t ' Exposition Press, 1968. . VAR RPN
' Contains background. pertaining to Ananse tales. Simple to read/studspt "how" -
tales. L _ : , _ o R o

* Arnott' Kathleen. ' African Myths and Legends. New erhff-Walck, 1963..

Contains tales from al} over Africa. Charming, easy to read. Contains some.

"how" tales.

._‘Awoonor, Kofi The Breast of the Earth Garden Ciﬁy, New York Anchor Pr ss/
Doubleday, 1976. RS

Contains information for teacher reference.

; ) . . o R
. l N .. . .
. ol - ’

_k Rennie. Crocodile' Egg§~for Supper and'Other Animal Tales“ffom‘Northern o '
' uzﬁndﬂ; London: Deutsch, 1973. o j Yy e \ ,”
Contains animal tales of the Ac“oli . o - \ YA\

.'FBurton, Richard F. Wit and Wisdom from West Africa. New York: Biblo and | \ P
. Tannen, 1969. Proverbs of the Wolof, Kanuri, 0Ji, Ga, Yoruba, Efik, and Mpangwe.'

Cartey, Wilfred ed. Palaver: Modern African Jritings. New York Thomas‘
Nelson, Inc., 1970.

. An anthology of African 1iterature. Brief, o ganized tgpically.
L _

Clarke, Kenneth . and Mary: W Introducing'Fol 1ore.' Neinork: Holt, Rinehart.

!

o and Winston, 1963. ' \fN\,
' Good’ teacher information on folklore as the language°of belief and attitudes
(proverbs riddles, etc). : S a

{

Courlander, Harold. A Treasury of African Folklore. New York Crown, 1975.
Oral literature, traditions, myths, legends, epics, tales, recollections, wisdom,
- sayings, and'humor of all parts of Africa. »’ S

¢

[ "’v 2
* Courlander, Harold. 01ode The Hunter and Other Tales from Nigeria. New York:
C Harcourt, Brace and World, 1968. (American edition of Ijapa the Tortoise.)
Stories mostly of Yoruba of West Nigeria; some Igbo ‘and Hausa.' .

'p* Courlander, Harold. The King 8_Drum and Other African Stories. New.York:
¢ Harcourt Brace, 1962. o
Easy to read tales from all over Africa

* Dayrell Elphinstone. Folk Stories from Southern Nigeria, West Africa. New .,
York,.Negro Univeirsities Press, 1964, s

.Contains . "why" tales and animal tales. : o J: \ . .

* Doob,'Leonard W. Ants Will Not Eat Your Fingers. New‘York:..Walker and Co.,
1966- o 2 '

.+ Excellent, easy to read culture-revealing poems. ! , - B




. Drachler Jacob. A&rican Heritgg_. Crowell Collier Publishing Company, 1963. -
RN _{ Contains tales, poetry, short stories, novel and autoblographical excerpts,
~articles, and analysis For older: students or tedcher.:

o Fitzserald Burdette 8 'World Tales for Creative Dramatics and Storytelling L
Englewood Cliffs, New Jersey: Prentice-Hall, 1962 B ] - B
Good hnles for ages six to thirteén to act out. T b : S

* -Hughes, Langston Poems from Black Africa Bloomington, Indiana. Indiana *
‘ Universitv Press. 19613. ) ’

Includes poetry from Ethiopia, S Rhodesia Zimbabwe, Sierra Leone, uydagascar, Ivory '

' ' _ Coast, Nigeria, Kenya, Gabon Sene831\ Nyasaland, Malawi MozambiQue, South Africa,
[ Ghana, and Liberia.. |

. Jablow, “Alta. Yes and Nos The Intimate Folklore of Africa. New York: ,Horizon
Press, 1961. '

”' Contains dilemma tales, proverbs, stories of love, and riddles T
:TT‘_: Johnston, Hugh' Anthony Stephens. A Selection of Hausa Stories: Oxford‘ Clarendon
' Press, - -1968.

__ A book of\stories and proverbs, including animal stories, fairy tales, historical ,
. legends, true stories, and fiction

* "Kaula, Edna Mason. Afriean Village Folktales.' Cleveland World Publishing Company,
1968.

. A’ children's book of folk tales from many different peoples of Africa.. Appropriate
for seventh grade or younger. _ ,

* Kyerematen, A. A Y, Panoply of Ghana. London. Longman's Green and Co. Ltd., 1964

' Good source of pictures and information on furniture, weapons, treasure objects,
gold Weights, musical instruments, and rsonal ornaments.

1 .

Leppert Ella. Sodial Studies III--Sub-Saharan Africa: A Cultural Area. Urbana,
*I11inois (Social Science Curriculum Study Center, University of Illinois Curriculum
Laboratory, 1212 West Springfield Avenue, Urbana, Illinois 61801), 1967. ,

A fine gource of information concerning social ‘ecoriomic, political, religious, ..
and oth r aspects of 1life in Africa. Contains annotated bibliography of related . .
.  sources. Readings are accompanied by-a teacher's manual, '
_ . ! _ '
R McKeowm, . Marvin. World Studies Inquiry Series-—Africa AddisOn,'Illinois:
' "Field Educational Publications, 1969. .
A seventh grade social studies text contgining a wedlth of stories and articles
o ‘concerning tradition, change, leaders, and life styles in Africa.

- Miller, James E., et. al. Black African Voices. Glenview, Illinois;‘ Scott - .- A
Foresman, 1970. ' o , o _
. An excellent anthology of African literature. Includes study:questions and
biographical sketches of authors. - C : h

Nolen," Barbara. ‘More Voices of Africa.‘ Glasgow: " William Collins Sons & Co. ltd.,
" 1975, '

" A eollection of stories and poetis by African writers.’ A good source for teachers
or high school students. B | \ _ . o e




% "Price, Christine. Made in West Africa. New York:' E. P, Dutton and Company;

- Inc., 1975, K _
-.Contains photographs and drawings of textiles, calahashes, pottery, clay and
metal sculpture, and carving

‘

She .on, Austln J., ed The African Assertion. New York'- The Odjssey Press,.

A c itical anthology of African literature, complete with study questions.

_ Thompson, Stith. The Folktale. New York Holt Rinehart and Winston, 1946.
Lists categories for folk tales of all languagesa Excellent teacher rdgource. -

% Tnask Willard K. , ed Classic Black African Poems New York’ The Eakins |
Press, 196h. '

, Fasy to read poems that reveal much about the culture of Africa..

_--University of Massachusetts Amherst Genter for International Education. West
\ . Africa: An American Heritage. No date. /

P ' //A handbook helpful in strengthening the study of Africa in the classroom.
Contains various learning activities based on the Ghanaian people.

'-University of Massachusetts Worcester Teacher Corps. African Studies Handbook
for Teachers: "Part I. 1971. J

Consists of lessons and units on African studies, including information'on '
games, clothing, food art, and l1ife style of Liberians and Kenyans.

& Willett, Frank.. African Art: An Introduction New York: Praeger, 1971.

Qontains plctures and information on architecture sculpture, and art of Africa.

* Winther, Barbara. Plays from Folktales of Africa and Asia. Boston: Plays, Inc.;

1976. .

Contains one-act plays\trom legends and folklore of Africa, India Japan,
China, ‘the Middle East, ‘and Southeast Asia. '
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R BIBLIOGRAPHYsoF CHILDREN'S LITERATURE .

g o : : . a | _ ,
- The following is a partial listing of bpoks that would be appropriate for enrichment -
reading 1f students so desire. It is anticipated that more can be added that will -
be iavailable from the West Junior High Schoql and- University of Missouri Libraries.
¢+ - Other children's books arg listed on various bibliographies ofthe African qudies Program.
VAN ’
' ‘Arewa, 0jo. Zande Trickster Tales. Overri Nigeria" New York: Conch Magazine
Limined 1975. ! o S

-Arkhurst ‘Joyce.Cooper. The Advgntuxes,of Spider West African Folk Tales. Ly
Boston Little, Brown, 1964. il . _ B o _-‘:

- Courlander, Harold, Tales~of_the Yoruba Gods and Heroes. New York: Crown,.1973.

y Courlander Harold and Eshughayi Ezekiel - ;iapa the Tortoise and Other Tales from
* . - Nigeria. London: Bodley Head, -1969. - . :

,Courlander,-Harold and Herzog, George The Cow~Tai1 Switch and Other West African
Stories \ New Yark: Holt Rinehart 1947.

. Courlahder, Harold and Lealau, Wolf. Fire on the ﬁountain and Other Ethiopian '
Stories _New York: Holt, 1950. ' ' -

' Creel, J. Luke. Folk Tales o£uLiberia Minneapolis,'T- S Denison, 1960. .

Cronise, Florence M. and Ward, Henry W. Cunnie Rabbit, Mr Splder, and the. Other .
- Beef; West African Folk Tales. Chicagox Afro—American Press, 1969

r Dahal, Charity The Orange Thieves and Other Stories Nairobi, East African Pub-
L lishing House, 1966. , . , . - o

4

“Finnegan, Ruth H. Oral Literaure in Africa Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1970.
s
Gichuru, Stephen.. Stories from Masailand London-“Macmillan, 1971. -« |
N \ .

o Gichuru, Stephen. The FlyﬁWhisk and Other Stories froﬂ Masailand Nairobi: East
, - Afriean Publishing House, 1967 : :

B Guirma, Frederic. Tales of Mogho; African Stories from Upper Volta. New York:
o Macmillan 1971 T _ . ) - —

R ' S -

- Harman Humphrey. Men of Masaba., New York: Viking Press, 1971.

| ‘Helfman, Elizabeth S, The.Bushmen and Their Stories., .New York: Seabury, 1971. _'f "

' Korty, Carol. " Plays from African Folktales. New York: 'Scrihner, 1975.

) o '
Leslau, Charlotte and Leslau, WOlf, ed. African Folk Tales. Mount Vernon, New
York: Peter Pauper Press, 1963.

A}

* ° Leslau, Charlotte, and Leslau, Nolf " ed African Poems 8Qd Love §°n83- Mount Vernon,
' New York: Peter Pauper Press, 1970.

A




-

'.L3918u, Charlotte, and Leéslau, Wolf. African Proverbs. . lbunt’Verhpn, New Yo:k:':
Peter Pauper Press 1970. . o _ . o B

Makuami, Joel The Feather in the Lake and Other Stories. Nairobi: Eest.Aftican':

- Publishing House, 1969

McDermott, Gerald Anansi the Spider, A Tale from the Ashanti. New York: -Holt,

Rinehart and Winston, 1972. o _ . T e

\

: _ . S . _ - 4
) Newman, Paul. _xera Folktale-Texts.- New Haven, Humap Relations Atea_Files, Inc.,

' 1968.

'Okeke, Uche. . Talé® of the Land of Death: Ibo Folk Tales. Naw York: Doubleday,
1971; L . ’ ' . oo

Rettray, Robert Sutherland. Akan—Ashengl_Folk‘faleé. Oxford: Clarendon Press,

o

'_) Robinson, Adjai. SinginélTaleS‘of:Africa,'eNew York: 'Seribners, 1974.

e_Serﬁadda,'wt Moses. Songs and Stories' from Uganda. New York: Crewell, 1974,

Tracey, Hugh. The Lion on the Path, and Other'Afriean Stories. New York: Praeger,f‘

(\ ‘1_1:1968 . ’
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.20 Afnican'Checkers_

17, So e Guidelines for Teaching African Literature
.. 18. 8 e Indigenous African Religious Beliefs

i','22, _Understanding African Folklore

. '”_i'a_ -yCJS';';" f:. ;:y_mraf.. tg ; . :iy:_.y;f; ; a 50 ;:.

o S o _’) L
© . HANDOUT AVAILABLE FROM THE AFRIGAN STUDIES pnoc S
3 N . v . . ‘ .

The following'haydouts ara available freeiof charge from:

~ African Studies Program - :
= . University of Illinois =~ v
*. . 1208 West California, #101 '
Urbana, Illinois- 61801
s -

1. . Adinkra Cloth -

3. African Oral Literature in the Secondary School Curriculum , . .

4. African\Names The. Case of - the Akan of Ghana -
- 5. Afriﬁan Names - 'The Case of the Ewe of Ghana
6 African Namesx ‘The Case of the Igbo of Nigeria °

7.. African Recipea (from Nigeria and Slerra Leone)-

:8.' An Approach to African Poetry ' g R . . o
9. Aspects of African Music AR
- 10, Batik Cloth

11. ' The Educational Content of African Proverbs 'y

12, The Kola Nut in Traditional Igbo Society of Nigeria N
13. . The Manding Name Game ‘ | |

14.. Oware in an Ashanti Village. (an African board game) _"A h .

15, © Politics in Swahili Proverbs ' _
- 16.  Social Functions of Cradle Songs in Africa

Y . <
s .

_ ' - [
19, Structure and Functions of Proverbs in African Societies -
20. ‘A Study of Five African Folktales - » N

21, Tie- Dye Cloth | . _ T . T {-
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. PROJECTS APPENDIX,

L4

»”

e 1Th§ student will.choose(onéfof mhe;ideas below or get’approval of his own®®
1dea from the teachét. The project will gerve as the culminating activity and

~ 4n 1ldeu of a test. Each project will be displayed so that the class can enjoy
- each other's contriputions. : \ 3

1. Illustrate three or more scense from a folktale read in clags. Write in . -
ink at the bottom of each picture what action is occurring iy the scene.
. Scenes ‘should be in color. Use Individual 8% x 11" paper or larger.
! _ . R e ¥, . Lo

2, Paint; dnﬁi; carve, sew, or model an animal discussed in one'qf the animal
folktales. ., Attach, a paragraph in ink explaining which tale the animal 1is
o from ag# a summary of his activities in the tale.. - - :
jBf  Build'a'model of ‘ag ompound based on the diagram used in class. Perhaps
you could use clay ahd boxes; or other materials. Be prepared to explain
the various parts of the compound in an oral presentation to6 the class..
"4. Make -a'drum or a rattle.: (See the teacher for suggéstionéf) Attach a one-
page report on the uses’'of music, particularly the drum or rattle; in village
’ life. . o . ’ T . L ?v . i !

) . . N Al
15{\ - : |
% .

-5. ,Wtite a poem or song lyrics conce;ning.an»aspect_of African culture or family
~ - 1life which was discussed in class. L 'y

.The Ashanti gold weights is ah example of African art. Carve or model an
African art object. Attach a paragraph in 4nk describing your work of art.,

DEQfén a croqéword puzile,fusing words'and'concepts discﬁssedﬁin'the-unit.'
Use at least 20 words, and design appropriate information for®Across" and
"Down" clues. ’ - : -

‘ !

‘Do, some reséarch‘on West African styles of dress. In color or in dnk, draw
pictures which illustrate male and female styles, or dress male ahd female
dolls in an appropriate style. Include aone-page report explaining the
clothing styles. - : o ' .

.\Make an Adinkra cloth,'pf”illustra;e Adinkra symbols. Yoy ‘could use construc-
tioﬁ‘paper, or pen and ink. Or, you could carve the symbols into potato
-halves, dip thew®n ink or dye, and stamp the designs onto cloth in a design

"”6f’26Ur choice.'I(See'the teacher for Adinkrg symbols.) Be prepared to B

', explain to the class what each symbol stands_ for. - _

102 Choose and prepare ah“African_food. Share it with.the class and report on’

. location of people, ingredfents, how. it was preffaged, and other notable

"~ ~ragpects -of the.culture. - C : ‘ .

';tli}-,Mhﬁg aqgwﬁ*pagé?ieport on reincatnation or on religion of Islam. ‘What is-it?

~+ . :Who beldeves in 1t?..If you wish, you may include your opinion at the end
, of the report. . .. . L h N o _
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"12.

13,
. location of the following: - N

16.

1.

' savanna, and desert.

- In a group, pteSent,awfolktale':in play”form.;'(Ségwteacher-ququriptg.) S

. A o . . o . S ) T S f o AT n : I P L .- ’ T
. e e e N - " ———— L. . v e ST e S imm g ._,‘;. ot b+
) . . Do : ‘" . . v - . . - i ¥.. - St .
: ' ‘ 0 . . - . - . .
N .. : . o . . . .. . ° Y R .
. . 1, R . N .
o : © . 853 .
2] . !
. . - *

-

Compose a folktale., It should bé”in iﬁk'(inéludé'aléb rdugh.draft);iahd'- 

.f;qm one to two pages in'length{“-Belsu;e_to give 1t a title.'.Iﬁ the tale co
has a proverb that goes along with it, include it at the end of the tale, N~

s

On a large piece of poster board; draw a'map of Afriga in cé}qi,f ShOVIthe”"

a. nations}f.Nigeria,yGhaﬁa, Sierra Leqné,'Liberia;'Guine;,_Ivbiy-~';

. . Coast, Togo, Benin, Mali, Gambia, Kenya, Zaire B B
b. peoples: Igbo, Yoruba, Ashanti, Hausa, -Kikuyu, Masai, Fulani, Bambara.
(See teacher for assistance.). Also indicate areas=off¥rbpical forespy

* Make a'piéce Qf African jewelry, Buch-as a ﬁecﬁlace; bfacele;, or ear rings. .

You might use shells bones, astic, stone, seeds, or other available - oo

-materials. The teacher can tell you how to make glass.beads-at-homg in

your oven.

-

Give a demonstration on how to tie a lapa (an Affidan lady's Skif;)iand how
.Africap~q?men carry their babies on thedir backs. (See;teachéftggg.assistahce;)

& '

Select five proverbs (Hagga, Aghanti, qf Yoruba) that‘havé-aﬁféqqivglenp= ' 
American proverb. ‘Illustrate each proverb with an’appropriate plcture.

" You may use pan and ink, construction paper, or -paint." Usgﬂ%% x’llﬁ-papet* '

18,

.of the game.

' Read and review; orally or in writing, a B!'k by an African author. See the

for each pipture.f'Thé!teacher'Willigivé'you_an example.

3 A

a unit on African.Folktales and culture. ‘Use colorful pictures .and/or
objects that will show up well from across. the room, Let your imagination
create a unique display! ' B o ' :

_Make'a'bullétin_board. . Use aﬁy materials that you.feel_appropriately 11lustrate

v

¢

~

~

Make and demonstragf;ah Africaﬁuéame (Oware) . Explainfthe;bossible-functions ’

R

teacher for bibliography and suggestions.

Do some reéearch on Krio (pidgiﬁ-English).44ﬁ§;e a rggorﬁing of yourself

reading a selection in both Krio and English. Turn:in a one.to two-page T

report on Krio: who, speaks it, where it is spokern,  how and vhen it
originated, and some characteristics of the language;;' 

. . . -
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