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Birth and death are drstxngu1shed from other points of status

(f(hsage because they ¢onnect humanxty w1th the unknown By.

L4

'I./comparing the nocxal structur1ng of b1rth and death thxs paper '
‘... \ )

: \)ropos&s a8 moxe gener1c area of atudy ‘cosmic status passage.*

7_‘After a d1scussxon of the- changes in the experxence of bxrth

- and death fostered by modern1zatxon, the sxmxlarxtiea of theae

" “of birth. and death are examined as are the benefits of-coﬁparing |

[ B

»

: exper;encea are explored in sxx generad categor1es. the role

of the dyrng and b1rth1ng 1nd1V1dua1 the place of the famxly

1n cosmxc transformatxon, the\control of 1nformatxon aurrOundxng_

T the coam1c event med1ca1 componenta of ‘the experience,

>

' collect1ve ‘action: perta1n1ng to b1rth and death and the uses

of ritual. The reasons for-the_q;m11ar1t;es_mn the atructur}ng

these, two events. - . o . R
“t . _ L o -
“.
» '_ . ’
N L
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, Becauue ‘human exxstencq prov1dea the aubstance out of whxch the fzeld of

. ) .
-inquzry loosely referredatq as soc1a1 scxence has been forged it 18 aafe to

'bnaqy thnt social sc1entista have always had at least a perzpheral concern wiﬁh
T |

‘ the pntameteta of that existence, death and birth. But until rgcently‘these“'
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events have been treated w1th edther strxct academrc detachment ~- as in

"'demographic stndxea where death and bxrth are reduced to rates == or thh a . ’

‘ .
?'halt1n3~fascinatxon whxch mirrors thewanterest of.socxal scxence-xn the=. .
'aberrant -= as 1n 1nvest;gat10ns of unusual aspects or' c1rcumstances sur- K ot

u"roundtng bxrth %nd death It haa only been thhxn the 1ast two decades that

' ltudents of soc1ety have dxrected thexr attentxon toward the routzne cond1txons

A

, under whrch theae experxences occur and the aocial relatxona whxch Surround - .o
-i_them. Thts latter approach to death (e g Sudnow,\1967 Glaser .and Strauss,

.‘t965 1968) andtto bxrth (e. 8- Kont 1972 Rosengren and DeVault 1293 Shaw,

. (40
| 1974) ﬁas aerved to de strate the aoc1a1 structurxng which not only attends,

Lid
L]

"ibﬁt helps to ahape a manxﬁestly‘baologrcal occurrence. R e S

Thxs new perspectxve on death and bxrth has revealed the presence ‘of

o 3o . -
several common aoc1a1 elcments in theae experxences capable of allowxng af .. e
' S . T : O |
\,hxgher level of general1zat1on deaIzng w1th "axgnxficant b1ologxca1" or’ o

-

perhaps cosmxc statua passage.1 Not much work haa been done in. thxs area. 3
Earlxer ih the centﬁry, 1n hrs now c1asa1c work On rxtes of passage ‘Van

' ~Gennep (1909) compared d“ath and; bxrth with- regard to. the;r 1mportance as'

per;ods of transxtron, but he Jonned them. together with other soc1a1 and |
bxologxcal transiti(Bs in @ way whxch obscures the cosmic and’ un1veraa1 5,» _ S

;iﬁ_'«' nature of. death and irth. Blrth and dcath txe mankxnd thh the unknown in

._waya that other po;nts of status pasaage do not. At bxrth a prevxously

-

-non-ertstent Lnd1V1dua1 appears, at death an exxstxng 1nd1vidua1 passes*xnto-

}. . : -

1nonrextstence, from where these 1nd1v1duals come or where they g0 ieyer\her

_ ba matter of transcendental speculatzon or 1a relegated to the.realm bf the
i_i -rtunxnteresting by etrxct adherence to sczent1f1c explanat1on., fhrs\unrversal d.hh'” o
- . -t1e ith the unknown has engendered a second approach to bxrth'? death compar-'.

"\/ foon,,the,impact of birth and death on hu;an behavior has. beeh thd: concern of }Zf.%{ _
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psychologists and has occasionally 1ed to a consideration of the mutual
implications of theae experiences (see Rheingold 1967 Kastenbaum and ;:..,- N

Aisenberg, 1972 173 190 Sagan, 1979) But comparisons of birth and depth ) w

. e

f based in the psychological perspective focus on’ behav1ora1 effett and
generally are not concerned with the ways rn which death and birth are socially

structured A final route to the Juxtaposition of death and bifth has been the’
<

study of death at birth (Sudnow, 1967 109-116 Klaus and Kennell 1976 209-239 j:l\

.. Lo

- Kennell et a1 1970) but here the maJor emphasis has been on the 1mpact of

: expectant life denied. 1t is the intentlof this paper to- establish cosmic ?; - AN

'.

- atatus passage as a generic type, transcending earlier comparisOns ‘of death
/ — e rwm—
Aand birth by‘highlighting the many simi rities in the way. human groups

- structure theae experiences
. N .'

;- l Aside from providing further insight into the conditions under which social .

2

"?: relationships are construgted and destroyed. this exercise eerves to merge the .

insights of two fielde of sociological inquiry which have previously been seen as
‘A
: f_ unrelated. The benefits of this juxtaposition include the provision of a para-.F." =
L digmatic framework for the increasing number of studies of birth (see Macintyre, -

.
N

19773 Oakley, 1979) Recent yeara have witnesaed an exgpnsion in.the number of

;J_lsociological investigations of childbirth which recalls the beginnings of che '-l‘ . ) 2)h

Ay
-t Iy '

';;i"sociology of death" two decadee ago, the comparison provided here suggests that . -f§°
‘ Ti the "sociology of birth“ can benefit from and extend the knowledge gained by

-'studying death. . ~ S e
In order to demonstrate ‘the common social elements found in these cosmic "
. < v . Ly »
.}V,., ex%eriences materials have been c1assrf1ed 1nto six separate categori%s o '

. . : ' P N

A frsmework for the presentation is provxded by briefly exploring tywo . iteps.fﬁi,.j_e o
t]'ia vaye in which dymg and death and ’regnancy and birth are socially

cOnatructed. and the changing conditions of birth and death. After‘xheee“~
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‘preL1m1nary remarka the follpwxngé:feas of bxrth - death axmxlarxty are 1nves- R
' ?t1gated.constructxon of the cosmi

roie and 1nteraqt1on w1th the affected

"“e;xndivxdual the role of the: famxly, control of 1nformatmon aurround1ng the

/

P

i ‘coam1c event, the med1cal components of the experxence; ¢011ect1ve actxon
° . - (»\\ . \ - o .
g ‘mpertalnxng to bxrth and dbath, and ‘the uaea of, r1tual ¢ -While the purpose of I

/ (\.(;J

V,thza endeavor Ls to outlzne the nature of the extant p1mxlar1t1e8 in the o o e
"ocial cpmponents of these cosm1c eventa, it should be noted that aeveral 'ﬁt*.-"_ K K

S .. - \

‘:aapectajof b1rth and death are . 1uherent1y non~symetr1cal 2 Furthermore3 aomeﬂ

- /
._\hxght argue that gll of . the sxmxlar1t1es presented reflect noth1ng mor% than
~the'increaaed.mediealxzatxon_bf‘b1rth and_death.--In part th1a_1a an accurate
- '-; obaerVa}idh,'but_the_enauing discusaion will ahow.that-not'ali.aimilarities.r

"'are,traceable to the 1nst1tut1ona11zatxon of the cosmxc expet1ence' 1n fact,. S o

Yo Lo R

'lxt mxght be argued Ehat med1ca11zat1on only reflects a larger theme of the

L 4

L "h'~ahi£t-from traditional to rational gghtekts. . ',__ : Lo
E LT s L L S
7. Death and Birth as Socially Constructed - ,
FRE A - R : . ~ : : .

- ’
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. £ .- ’ > ' N . . . R
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Socxolog1sts gprkxng in med1ca1 settznga have demonatrated that what X

Sz

T mxght appear to be ob3ect1ve physxcal cond1t1ona are often more prdperly oL e
. -thought of a8 "negot1ated tealxt;es" (cf Roth, 1963 Goffman, 1961; Freidson,

.1970) Because of the1r certa1nty and un1veraa11ty bxrth and death would '_ ; ;.

leem-ipas subJect to negotxatxoneprocesses than. d1aeaae states such as . o }*i

tuberculoazs or. mental 111ness, however, ‘in aeveral 1mportant ways dy1ng, R

- ~
A . .

'*4 death,~ regnancy and birth conaxst not 1n blologxc but 5001a1 realxty _To.

‘ ';7 be dying r to be pregnant implxes more than the presence of a ser1ea of L

\. .’_. - 4 - , . - .'.,.
-+ biochemica react;ons.__f]‘- T ;Q*-f: oo T

'.ethnographylef'death_ﬁqu,'Sudnqw'(}9673@17116)'dia6uaaes "death -

L - \ , . V. -




A and dyang as soc1a1 statea of affazrs. , Suqnow begxns by notzng that even f_,_

- 4

.

- ijth hospital organ1zatxon and perce;ved aoc1a1 value of the strxcken 1nd1v1dualr .,

lshowa how the lxkel1hood of dynng or even be1ng dead systemat1cally varies

‘In an 1nterest1ng example (p 101) he shows how persons exhxbiéin;\stmflar'_ﬁ

dfemergency room ataff as tg;:hexr socxal worth - in th1s partxcular case',

. » .>

tthough we are all dyxng from the moment of our b1rths, "the notxon 'dyxng

haa a atr1ctly c1rcumscr1bed doma1n of proper use" (p 61) Consxder the d1f- _

7ferent1a1 treatment accorded a 20—year—old who has been ngen a £1ve-year

;‘11f° enﬁectancy as compnred to the treatment of a healthy 80—year—old f- S e

Sudnow concludes that the idea of dy1ng "appears to be a dxstlnctly soc1a1

one, for 1ts central relevance is. provxded for by the fact that [1t] estab- (_"-

-"lxshea a way of attendxng a person ..as a pred;ctxve character1zation, [1t]

1places a frame of interpretatxon around&a person" (pp: 68-69, see also Gl&ser
_ - 3

'and Strauas, 1968) Later,'xn hxs-comments on.emergency room-work Sudnow N

v \ ) "V s o

) “~

b

'phys1cal condxtxons ‘receive d;fferent treatments based upon evaluat1ons of

.. _..4",.__
.eatxmatxons of soc1a1 value resulted in, the revxval of a young ch11d and a

*.'death pronouncement for an elderly woman. . - u' - S Voo A;. ; e

'-Ji

Pregnancy and bxrth can also be v1ewed asg soexally determ1ned states

\

'-_;Rothman (1977 9) poxnts out, that whxle—pregnancy is commonly assumed to begxn

:“at conceptzon, a woman who has worn an. 1. U. D. for fxve yeara w111 c1a1m ehe

T L *

.Mfﬁwaa not ptegnant dur1ng that span -~ in spxqe of the - fact that she probabyy

Ny \conce;ved several txmes in those fzve years ] As with dyxng, ﬁragnancy ‘i8 a .

.....

5‘findlvidua1 are 1nterpreted by self and othero. Negot1atxon forms an 1ntegra1

.E-.part of the actual bxrthing process 1n that perhsps the most crucial\Varxable fx

governimg treatment decxsions - length of labor -~ is one vhich must be arrived

at. in ancert by clzent:s snd bn'th attendants. Fmally. Sudnow 8 (1967 109 116)

ok
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a

51 Separatlon of mother and fetua as a "b1rth"., Fetusea w1th 1dent1ca1 physftal

'charachrxstxca are aubJect to a range of def1n1t10na extendxng from "bahy

ol

'aexamanatan of death at bxrth reveals the problematxcs in def1n1ng the ‘ '_ o

to "abortua" depe3d1ng upon such thrnga aa length of pregnancy and the be11efs' .

.-zand mot1vation3»o

:'be defxned as. a.bxrth,,xn another ar a mlacarrxage or spontaneous abortion.

0

Clearly, then, there is an unmxatakeable aoc1a1 elemEnt preaent in death
"-and bxrth Later dxacusaxon w111 extend these pre11m1nary 1deaa by ahowxng
f*the cond1txona under whxch and thf ways in whxch theae soc1a1 elementa ‘vary
‘.:and are employed But before de1v1ng 1nto specxixc categorxca of comparxaon, :

'"_1t is 1mport:nt to note changea in the ob;ectxvh c1rcumatancea aurrOundxng o
. . - d

»

théae eventa. thle b1rth~and death are soc1a11y constructed experxencea, the -

L condxtxons out of which. this constructxon tgkes place play a cr1t1ca1 part 1n
o ¢ . : . ~-0
'~'def1n1ng 1ts lxmata and character. L |

A ]

The Modern EXperience'oftneath and Birth o ' ':h'.f.

. H . . .
.;]_ Death and- Lxrthfhave h:;;;breaented as experxences subJect to negotxatxon,

"hnt it muat be atknowledged that the process of negotxatxon is axgnxfxcantly

~ T /.

' :affected by its context.3 The term 'context" here 1mp11ea both. the 1mmed1ate

aocia}llocatxon where the negotxatxon takes place and the larger hxstorxcal

+

o (4
. aetting. Changee 1n medxcal capab111t1es and aoc1a1 condltxona have worked “
i . R AN

- to make the modern cxperfente of bxrth and death qualxtat1ve1y dxfferent from

»

. 4
the exper:.ence “of:. theje eVenta in earher tzmes. St
N «

In her conazderatd%n‘ofi‘the aituatxon of modcrn dyxng” Lofland (1978

L 4

4—43) aaaerta that dfing n the modifn world 13 characterzzed by prolongatxon,

. < |
,eroaucratizatzon and éecuiarxzatxon.' She accounts for the change in the naturé‘

~pat1enta and/on doctora. :In one case the physxcal event w111-.

. .
- .
- -
. .




. . .' . " o N T ) .

R ‘e -

'-of the dyxng e*perxence by 1aolat1ng s1x condltxons of pre-modern dyxng whxch

| ,l)ea low 1eve1 6£ medxcal technology, 2) late detectxon of fatalxty-producxng -

l(k
are not genera'171y found in. modem eocxetxee These items énclude (p. 18)

?-condxtxons, 3):a exmple def1n1txon of death 4) é’hxgh incidence of death by

L

_'acute dlsease, 5) Q hxgh 1nc1den&e of fatallty*produclng injuries; and 6)

"
0 .

: _fatalxdtxc paeaxv1ty toward dyxng persone. The combxnatxon of these cond1t1ons.

"/

’ ¥
: made dying in pre-modern times a ,gommon and fa1r1y 31b1e experxence but One

: whxch'was of short duratxon

i =g

medxcal 1ntervent1on found in: the modern worLd has worked to lengthen the

:proceae of dylng (1~ e. earller detectxon of and the capabxlxty to decelerate

_the: progreee of fatal condxtxona) and to. reduce the V1e1b111ty of death (1.

1 3

By way of contrast the 1ncreaeed capacxty for

hY

decrease in death fatee .and 1nst1tutiona11zatxon of the dyxng) As wxll be

\ .

: '*ghown below, theae changee have sxgnzfzcantly 1mpected the soc1a1 elements

[ N
n‘ i

of death. }- R o

The experzence of b1rth haa 11kew13e been apprec1ab1y altered by the

. N ' y
‘ ;g-1ncreaeed capacxty for med1ca1 1ntervent10n.; The tntroductxon-of reltable,‘

,_tated ‘and less ‘common occurrence. W1th the development of.new medlﬂal

econtreceptzve technxques hab resulted in bxrth bec0m1ng ‘a8 more premedx-

Y . N\

technologxee,pregnancy has become a more cloeely monztered cond1txon, les

. r -

prone to be-v151ted by death or 1n3ury.5 R;chard and Dorothy Wertz. (1977 3-5)-

\¥

| uggest that in colon1a1 Amerxca the frequency of b1rth and the manner of

ndance: (typlcelly a m1dw1fe and a coterxe'of women"? made chxldbrrth a

™ a

o Eohe S

"1._7"locia1 event" and an occasxon for femele solxdarzty © On theiother hand-”

v ) <« T

_ modern bxrth can be properly uxewed as a pr1vate affair etructured*thhxn

-'.the context of the 1mmed1ate fam11y6 and the realm of phyaxcxan (or other

--birth attendant)-clxent 1nteractxon.

e et l__'
)

P . . B A ¢
) . e . —
R . . PR S

It is worthy of mention that the shzft of birth and death from tradxtxonal




r, 2

is not someqp1ng unzque to.- these events.7 ‘Eb{land (1978 41) has dxscerned a

- -

'_ zagaon ‘as’ the resulg)of a "conspiracy of- cruelty and avoxdance There

.
.

b sxmxlar tone in mdch“BE thé: lxteraLure concerned w1th physxcxan—attend d  f“ ;:;'i o
. ﬂ@ S

L hOBPttaI bxrth (see fog example the facetxouslﬁ*tztled chaptcr "The Mew, - -“)_-

'\Imprgﬁe ,,Qulckrand-Easy, Ali Amerxcan Hoapxtal Blrth" in. Arms, 1 77:62-104)

-~ W '

'1zqd in ezther of these 1mp1roct coﬁﬁprracy theorxes

8 - the fact that R

the bureaucrat ndlm of b1rth and- ‘dedth’ ;s tqﬂe ek ec".‘ 1n soc1et1es |
| r } g8 ge ¢ Rp 4 °

‘e

i'.; characterxzed by bureaucratxc atructur1nv (see Elauher; 19 6: kl 44).  In fact, _ '
-;};: h’the remanants of many tradﬁtxonat elements 1a these eﬂberteuces.ts probably S .{d-

o more remarLable than L%exr bureaucram nat\{re. o % o o | ' \' : "

lhe\xmoltcatxonsdff these.changes in the’ experxence of bxrth and death ) a

. _.w111 be more- fully detaxled belov, but‘at least one aspect not'covereq‘xn the -
S A'followxng.iategorxes'deserves note'4'¥cd1c1ne 8. 1ncreasxng.ab111ty to txnker

”w1th the parameters of human exxstence raises. sxgnxfxcant m°d1co~1egal 1f noti
e ‘4
. moral, questxons. ‘ﬂ%w capab111t1es for sustaznxng 11ves makes problematxc

13

the early termnnation of the Course towa*d bxrth or death Questtons regardiag'

4 IS oo
'the sanctlty of life become more poxgnant when it. 1s posszble to. sustaxn a .

s thus of six months gestat\ba or a comobose 1qd1v1dua1. ngnxfxcant in thxo

R “dzlemma is the way in whxch 1ncreased technqlogxcal capacxty has pushed

’ .

- .
humankxnd further 1nto the phxlosoph1ca1 and metaphyaxcal realm 1n the search

C e - - .
e 5 for dxrectxon onihow So properly-use theit creatxons, S °
. 7. ‘ _" ) s B . C 4 . - ¢ . "' .

e . The framework establzshed abOVe wxlf be evxdent in what follows, in each
'category it will be possxble to observe the soc1a1 constructxon of cosm;c '; _ .

_experzence in the context of. thc nodern nature of: the condxtron,' We turn -

J v \._ .
: ’ - - L ,'-

. flrst to the constructxon of the cosmxc role. i - CO : e




' _;: behav;or, an 1mportant feature of whxch is. the dec1sxon as to the extent of

'fiﬁexiatence and nonwexxstence. The management°of thxs g;ansxtory state s

8 “1n§1uenced by the cosmxc nature of bxrth and death, haasage'to and fro the

;..Diaghobis of the7§r3cursorsrof”hirthaor'death neceesitates indiyidual
_actlon to deal w1th thxs new defxnxtxon of self The“chdnging circumstahcesf'

" of bxrth and death in the modern world make the creat1on of e cosm;c ‘role

'problematxc.. Med;cxne contrxbutes sxgnxﬁicantly tp the d1ff1culty of

V:- ) -

. o
the creatxon of thls role hecause 1t expands the optxons for behavxor whxle

_1t reducee the vxsibxlxty of the exper1ence.. Hav;ng w1tnessed few, 1£ any,'
7~coamie traneformations, the 1nd1v1dual must construct a su1table pattern of.

v
¢

tal

|_"\

; ’ medxcal 1ntervent1on desired, W1th regard to. the latter 15 1t poaaxble to

ES

conebxve of a contxnuum‘rangxng from a aelf-attended experxence 1n the home all

thp wayﬁto a med1cally dxrected experxence 1n the hospxtal »Wh1le:the-poscie

< 3

bxllties Epr the o constructxon of the cosmlc role appear limxtlees tﬂEre
, s ' . o s e I
“are a few common,dxmenbxons of these roles.,‘i GEETEE ’;33}* R j

./ - .
Dyxng and pregnancy are trans1txonal statuses markxng the paséage ‘etween

)

*
‘l v’"‘i w

»
-

Q v

'~f;_uqknown 1mpl1es certq1n charactérxstxo, structural lements. Foremost b;rth

- - -
e IS

and death ahare the 1nvar1ant feature of non-revers bxlzty."Furthermore,' L

“‘ <.

coam;c passage var;ea 1n the degree\to which :t is: l) desxred* 2) controlled

fby the-central fxgure, 3)3cheduled 4) voluntary, 5) a defxnxng feature of theu

| ;ndiv1dual 6) visxble to other3° 7) a oxngular or group expenence.9 Indzvxduala

-

caught xn thia -cosmic transxtxon wxll react dlfferently, but their behavxor -

. 4 . -.r-‘ .

wlll be ?tructured around theah dxmensxoﬁ)._ o .j
In her work on the dyxng role, Lofland;(1978 48‘56) aimplzfxea the '.f ,.

‘.structural dimensxons outlxned above by recautxng them 1nto four ceutral

.o T . R D - T E I N | Lo
. » . . . f N . 9 . - s . . - . . T
‘e _' 23 o LI . B Lo S ) . ) R
. R C . . . . - K ,
.
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v -t Co- ey . »

: elgmenta,. ‘\qpace." "populet1on,"‘"knowledge" and "stapce"._ Because these apply

. LI hd

equally to bxrth they can be used,to d1§cuss varrat1ons 1n cosmic’ role

N a’

creation.'-"Space" refers to the ettent to wh1ch awareness of 1mpend1ng death_

]
. ?

,or b1rth lel be allowed to dom1nate and def1ne other fdcets of 1nd1v1dua1 R .]w
: ST e . S T
be central to all act;ons or will 1t be - ' oy
. ” ’ ' ) ) _. \ . »I . |
he preeence of l1ke s1tuated 1nd1v1duala or - T

H v

ex1atenee. W1‘i the future eve
' |
puphed to the mérg1ns of l1fe?

*'3' ~experienc1ng th1s trana1t1on 1=;

“in a mogg,aingular 4ett1ng -'"Knowledge" refera to the vza1b1l1ty of ;hé\\» 5

|.‘ N

,"q,- transit1on, the dggzee to- wh1ch 1n$ormatxon perta1n1ng to the cond1txog\1s ’_' '7:.;5 o

. v ™ T, )

B ,'A - . 1 . . ““ .
ahared,w1th othera. 18 1t a- secreted fact known only to 1nt1matea or.is 1t A e
" o £ o~ ' N o . : ! ' 1 . v

*V phared w1th larger aud1encea? ”Stance 10 a lesa concrete conbept referr1ng . R

to the attltude adOpted boward the @vent. W1th both b1rth dnd death the _ “‘ff-' . d».e

. . .

' comzng experience 13 capable of be1ng v1ew@ﬂ as welcome or dreaded an occasion '
.-'4 . ,\ B 70 . -~ -

K« for outspoken«cr1t1c1sm ot soc1etal techn1ques for hand11ng cosm1c trans1t1onsjj :
3

) . ..

or a t1me to quletly seek 1nd1v1dual pleasure.« There 1s'a certa1n degree of C

- v . .
1nteract1on among these dlmens;pns. .For 1nstancef 1f one ch%oses to.. share the ;
coemac erher1ence w1th a large aud1ence; it 1;'unl1kely,that.;t'w1ll occup} only

»‘a parg1na1 amount of’ 11£e‘space s1m1larly, ii_one chooses to'enter;a'hospgt:l.~"
pr other care fac111ty 1t will-be d1ff1cult.to pnah:the'co%nlc’condition to

. L . 1.

"thé.: margins. C i:e'_; R '; - E o . . _
o - C : Ce iy

MV Central to the creat1on of a coamxc role ‘ig the eb111ty tQ control the Tl
. v o - ’ u .o
",ﬁ, experzence. Several factora 1mp1nge upon the ;nd1v1dua1 8 capaczty to manége .
- ‘,' .;:-.' ; o i . .. }. . ’
TV ,cdhﬁic tran31t1on, these*enclude b1olog;cal process med1ca1 1ﬂtervent10n and

|
. A}

¢ - . . [} T o~
o access~to reaources.?? IThe deazre to devote a certa1n port1on of one g l1fe

to. the coemle cond1tion w111 be s1gn1f1cantly~1mpacted by thevb1olog1ca1

.*‘ ‘e
progrees1on of ﬁhat cond1t1on.l Th1s ia pspec1ally apparent in casea where o

l »

the 1ndiv1dual trieg to supprese the dondttxon and ma1ntain llfe as usuhl :n}o,.

::elr

"n . . . . . . - . .o N, . ,'"-_ X N . ‘ ’ .
N B o Tt e . v e

v » . -
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. _eventually the phys1cal real@ty of 1mpend1ng b1rth or death wxll requxre aome

, _vua.ble mod:.ﬁcatmn of behavzor.l" The med,xcal mtervent:.on typxcally found
- y N
’ ' Ln modern bxrth and death 19 a- aecond element thch l1m1ta 1ndav1dual controls'

.A .' N L w . L _
_~\¥, i«thoae who ehooae -~ or. who are unable 'to avozd <= medxcal aett1nga for theae -
o trana1txona w1ll have 1mportant 1nstitut1onal p}tametera placed upén the1r o _?“n}

. o . L

‘abxlxty to control and def1ne the exper1ence. In fact the dec1aion to avo1d

N 4

med1cal 1nat1tut1ona when dy1ng or b1rth1ng is often pred1cated upon a
N ’ ) L .
fdea1re to be seen aa somethxng more than a dy1ng or b1rth1ng person (aee

~.,'Wertenbaker,.l957 "Ward. and Ward 1977) "The th1rd'l1m1t1ng factor,.accesa to

[ t

reaourcea largely aubsumea the other tw¢~cont1ngenc1ea in that such acceaa L R

. . . M

N -xmpl1ea greater freedom of choxce and henqe méze control The ‘tern) "reaourcea
Ui;: ia daed here to refer tb fxnanc1al, aoc1a1 and 1deologxcal aupporta. Adequate

ffﬁf? fxnanczal reaourcea 1naure the ab;lxty to chooae the ;ettpng of

o the event, be it Amer;can or fore1gn hoapxtal or some leaa 1nstitut1ona11zed | ' “
Lt locat1on, money can’ also alter the b1olog1c proceas by allow1ng the purchase
of treatment to mask ord1nary effects (e g pa1n) Soc1al and 1deoi.gieal .
. \ . /\ ../.

,-‘-r reaourcea becdme espec1ally tmportant for thosé who aeek to avoxd stgndard’

‘ri medicalwtrq;tmenta. Where the medxcal model tﬁ,the norm, the dec1a1on to
_\;t. ‘regect the."benefits" of medicine must be aupported by immed1ate friends and/or
| :Ar:;ativea and'a ayatem of—belzef wh1ch condonea the reJect1on of medlcal ' .; ;;-'
' u a:s;atante. .L_.; T '. o . ‘ '-',” N
e The interaction- patterna of dying and pregnant people share certa1n ---.-'_ |
A{.ﬁ.~,un1que character1st1ca. The concept of tra;ectdry, developed by Glaber\and h S

Strauaa (1968) in relation to death is equally appl1cable to b1rth the f1x1ng

S of an expected date of termxnat1on reaufta in structured management of the :

O‘ : -

-

Pertod extendxng from dxagnos;a to that chosen date.. Although Glaaer and '.' T

L AN

-'i;vp 'Strausa developed the traJectOry notton largely in relation to med1cal aett1nga, _ o




v

: In‘medical sett1ngs traJector1es are essentlelly used to organ1ze the care \

', xt can be used to analyze nOn-med1Ca1 responses to death and b1rth as well

'] -

whxch is. grven- in non-med1cal contexts (and the non-medrcal aapects of medxcal e

o .

' settxngs) traJectorLes are used as gurdes to 1nteract1on. Wrth both ‘death and -

A
bxrth extens1on beyond the traJectory creates problems, the term1na1 patxent

4 R --P )

.who 11ngers or the long-overduq/baby necess1tates mod1f1cat1on of scheduies

BN §

b set up 1n relat1on to expected "normal" traJectorles (see Glaser and Strauss'
- . ‘ d

1968:85-87) . The traJectory also serves. as a."cushzon," a period of preparatron ?
J '

g for the 1nd1v1dua1 nd srgn1f1canttothera. Th1s cushlgnrng becomes most ev1dent T

» . .

1n its absences, cases of. unexpacted b1rth and death can have severe psycholog1ca1
x, A o _ ) e o
effects on those 1nvolved 12 e ' _.5'. P e

The idea of - "awareness contexts" offera another useful nay.of exam1n1n3
1nteraction patterns surround1ng dy1ng and pregnant.1nd1v1duals (see Glaser and f;x
Strauss 1965) Interact1ons with others w111 be medlfied in relat1on to the -':l :.;i
degree of shan.d awareneds of the cosmlc cond1t1on.- Wh11e some ind1v1duals |

.-may attempt to "pass" (see Goffman, 19%3) for a t1me there is usually a po1nt )
+

~ after wh1ch the phys1ca1 s1gns w111 be d1ff1cu1t “to conCesl W1th both b1rth v

~d@nd death there is a perrod where 1nteractrona have a tendency to become o

stra1ned because of: the amb1gu1ty of obaervable phys1oa1 ev1dence. Wxth B . "(

]
L] -

;egard to thxs amb1guous per1od 1t 1s poss1b1e to d15t1nguash pregnancy from
dy1ng because of the socxally sanct oned signal afforded by matern1ty clothes.lé

- A fznal d1st1ngu1sh1ng feature of the cosmic role is its capability to

encompass the sxgnxfxcant others of the affected-1nd1v1dua1 In'a general

-

. - ¢

sense, s1gn1£1cant othera assume a new role, frequently be1ng def1ned and o

1nteracted w1th in terms of the cosm1c event before it occurs’ (e g expectant

fdther 1nd1vidua1 w;th a dy1ng spouse) and once it is accomplxshed (e.” g new

-ﬁather° bereaved person) More spec1f1ca11y, th1s "encompass1ng efﬁect" 1s made

“

':-visible 1f dy1ng and pregnancy are v1ewed as spec1a1 cases of the larqpr notron of the

- 15




N ’.. R i . .:‘r . . . ! ':- a ) ) ‘. .' ' R )
"sxck role" (Psrsons, 195& chapter 10 1978 17-34; see also Segall l976) T

N

e -"although not all elements of the sick role apply to these cond1t1ons, it appears"'
. : ‘ )

,that in each instance. there is an exemption from rout1ne soc1sl responsxbxlxty
_Interestmgly the b:.ologxcal ax\d socxsl umqueness of b1rtl\snd death expands 5

this exemptxon to those close to the 1nd1v1dusl actually exper1enqxng the .

o éosmxc-transformatxon In fact, in some cases the suspensxon of aocxsl - r .

"_foblxgatxon for sxgnxfxcant others hss been routxnxzed’thh the establxshment | !

v
L o ' 4. b

'.of paid leave from work for a desth or, b1rth in the fam1ly,. T ":
.;""? o The followxng category extends the consxderatxon of the effect of cosm1c -
v > :
\ status pssssge upon sxgnxfxcsnt others to the larger realm of the role of ) I .Q""
: » _ _ _ .
< '"the fsmxly{in thesetexpertences. ' - . L "’f '";" BUES o

’

Cosmic Status Passage and the Role of the Family -

.- . . . . . L
P—_— . - . )
. . . .o L .
L . . ° - L. T . 3 \ L ) . v >
. oz : . L . . . * .
. - . . . : . ) . . -
. ' i .

In the precedxng sectxon the family was shown to be an 1mportant part

A

< PR N

of the bxrth and death process in that it often proGTdes suppoft for the f} ) .

1ndiv1dua1 xnvolved and:frequently "copes to be defxned on the bssxs of the

- 'presence of the cosmic transxtlon in its mxdst. But’ there are .a’ few more

T la

aspects of the relatxon of the famzly to modern bxrth and death that should

S  be consxdered ; S _ _ PR ‘o : R
e o o ’ . L . . ' _
I The nature of the modern famxly is subject to much dxspute but ‘there

:13 at least some congensus that it is characterxzed by smaller size and more

| _ ‘autondmy than the extended fam{l:;j of earlxer times, One,major 1mport of
. . thts chsnge whxch affects both bxrth and death has been a tendency for. 1ncressed ' _
N o o
vsffectxve sttschment smong fam1ly memhers.n With' the shrrnkage of the extended v

famxly -~ implying a narrowxng of those who are able" to play "father," "mother"

or. "child" roles - desth .and bxrth come to have a greater socxal-psychological f?“ l

' signiﬁcance (Bee Volkhart, 1976) Identxtxes structured within f.amily cpntexts ‘

D o T o . ., ” ) o N . “. - . « e K ‘l: .'.".- .

13




\

t.l'

' the post*deau

! A

W
1

pre sharply !nfluenced with the add1t1on or loss of a member of that group.__\

Interest.ng sxmilarxtxes are also exhxbxted 1n famxly actxvxty durzng-

end poat-b1rth perlods The mOmente d1rect1y\follow1ng the

_eozmyc event are generally regarded as a t1me for 1solat1on of ‘the 1mmed1ate ‘

L]

» fam11y Sudnow (1967 155-157) has dbserved that even 1nt1mate £r1ends of the

, famzly may feel to-be "1ntruders 1n nmmed1ate post-death scenes; s1m11ar1y

'-Deeres (1978) notes ‘the desxre among’ nura1ng peraonnel in alternatxve b1rtq

eentera not to di turb the family dur1ng the perlod 1mmed7ate1y after b1rth..

14

' _'_'_-The occesxons of b1rth and\ death frequen%mobxhze otherwa.se mert extended .

"famzly bonds. Research has indxcated that seldom—eeen members of the extended :

famxly often are drawn to the scene ‘of the cosmic event‘(see Ka11sh 1977;

’.' Broaehart 1975 Bowker, '1977; Hoad and Newton, 1967 187-188) There eppears .

' The Cosmic Event and the Control of Information . "

to be a certain deaxee of soczalizat1on occurrrng at theae reunions, where the
- [ ] ) ‘e

o .“more etperlenced ﬁamely membera, w1th varyrng 1evels of subtlety, 1nstruct others

Y .

15 o

- 1n appropr1ate conduct for the sltuat1on : - e df -7 -

i

~ Familieg: are. often the pr1mary network for the spread of newe of the : .
\/ ) .

B coemrp event._ The followrng sect1on outlznes thls and other espects cbncern1n§ 3.
1n£ormat1on on: b1rth and death k; h ' "'. ". L
. ’ . .‘ ¢+ L -.l \
Toe - » | - o v — ‘ _ E R ‘

o1

There 13 a rséfrkable sxm11ar1ty in the. ways 1nformatxon perteln1ng

’

\e7to bxrth and death 18 managew; On a cultural level _access to coamxc transxtxons

.\'has been reduced thh the shi t from open to e&osed dramaturgxcs in the -

r .

: management of these events (eee note 7.) Furthermore discussion of both -

—

death. and. b1rth (especxally as ectual events) are excluded from polxte"

- ..

eonveraatzon»and_ere-usuelly Judged as rnappropr;ete_for,chitdren. corer (1976 7&)

’




" enphasizes this fact in his analysie of deith as the "new pormography": ' |

! -
' The naturakpproceases of corrupt1on and decay

N , . .
! « . e L.
A . . A

k4

o-~h_ 4_ l'_; ‘have become dzagustxng, as d;sgustxng as the :
Do L nntutal proceeoes of birth and copulatlon vere ‘f : s hff_ .
L ‘i'a century ago, preoccnpatron about such processes . R
| ‘_'13 morb1d and unhenlthy; to. be dxscouraged in all‘ | . |
. e | I‘and pun1shed 1n the young.'~0ut great grand
R Q‘.:;parents were told that habaes were found under i —_— j‘ o .4n i- ' .-
’ _gooaeberry bushes or cabbagee, our ch1ldren are - |
}' "likely to qe téld that thone vho have paseed on ;' “f‘_ v
(, are changed 1nto flowers or lie at rest in lovely ‘
: “gardens. The ugly facts are relentleaaly h1dden... g
Wh1le there is some debate as to the level of death denxal found in Amer1can :“:
‘-: cocxety (see Dumont and, Foss, 1972; Lofland 1978 90-93), it is probably safe
to regntd!talk of death and birth, as "controlled 1n£ormation ' |
LA 'Thc legal nrrangementa of'aocxety rquire the bureaucrat1c control of R
- -1u£o:mat1on perta1n1ng to bxrth And death. A&though th;y are frequently Seen ;j“ lj;’:
_{ ‘ ah 1mperfect documents (seo Shnexdman, 1976 Zﬂl 25;. Houts, 1967) recordn.of R
:?. birth and death are naeful for(document1ng Eamxly re&at1onah1ps, property r1ghts ;; . »*pz'
fw‘ z‘and 1nsurance cla1ms, and can be nseful in the rnatigat1on of 11t1gat1ons and ERE
. _‘.ﬁ?,‘"-‘ Ty '

- :° 1n the atudy of health patterns in.a apec1f1ed area (aee Honts, 1967 3*3, : )
’~>??¢ Eaetman and}gellman,_l966 13)16 Records of b1rth and death are rout1ne1y .f:'
| included 1n newqpapera. 0b1tuar1ce typxcally provxde more 1n£ormat1on than
:_‘ birth announcemente largely becnuae one who has ex1sted for a time has had a

chance to create a social identxty capable of being documented (see Roberts, '

. 7 o _ .
fﬁ" 1975, Booton Athenaeum, l972) } - "V', I




: :._haa indicated that ''the proportion of all deaths in this country occurring in g\

~rbirth appears to follow characteristic patterns 17 Sudnow (1967 153 155)

o concentric circles aurr?unding the 1nd1v1dual where each circle denotes the

3-trsnaformation ]" (Sudnow, 1967 154) It should also be noted that in caaea _» ‘ L

”cof death or birth among famous peraonages, in unusual cxrcumstances, or in cases

: death has had a 818“1fi¢8nt effect QQ:S:e nature of these experiences. It 1s f: - 'j. S
ati '

- to an elaboration of this medicalia
. Medicine and the bosmicﬂEnperience.'

,., ) Earlier discussion has shown homfincreased caﬁﬁaity for medicdl s _;t A -0

K]

. |._... . . o . . . N .

| -On a personal level xhe dissemination of news: of a specific death or ..f\ﬁ

L]

aaaerta that/yhe apread of death news can be conceptualized by a series of .

-

amdunt of time and method bY'which friends and relatives of the deceased are

informed Ongoing work with birth suggests that this notion is: transferable
W W\ T ,{ *
to birth ncws without modificatxon. With birth as well as death "1t is possiblet“

L -

_to learn a good dqal about a person s position in a variety of soc;al strictures o

’by mapping out the: circles of thosepersons entitled to’ leaé%Labout his [cosmic A

of of multiple birth or death there 1s a tendency for the medma to pre-empt . ,fj'“f;€(;2

\ 18‘ e . ' “
these usual channel of communication S

As mentioned 1 the 1ntroduction, the medical component of birth and

>’

a “. :
N

we now turn... B
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o " R -t .. . : . ° N
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in tervention in birth and death has altered the content of these events._ Thig <
E ! o
-aection will consider the nature of the 1ncreased reliance uponqﬁedicine B o

-

.).-

-1:2}gging a description of thig: shiftﬁand a more preche.gvalugt£QP'oi its f{(f-.
r 1£icationa. c f". ',‘ o \~.x. B T : - 3

e . .
- ﬂ‘k' PR *

Ly : N : -
'The movenient from the home to; the hospital has significantly modified Ehe ’

. .

3,care and treatm>nt accorded dying and birthing rndxvxduals. Lerner (1976 141)

inatitutiona has been riaig;_)teadily..glt may now be as high as, or higher ";'; ;_’:




]

SN . v
.

\
. fetol heart monitorxng (see Office of Technology Assessment, 1978 39-41) A

.

MR R R . - ) . v A . - . A : o :
. . LT . oL, v . . .-
o 4 . Co T o . : . ) . . ‘o S
(9 " o ..-_. . T '. . , . L o . .' ’

- o then, two thirdo'of ell deatho. Devitt (1977) has documented o sh1ft in the

proportxon of Unxted Stntes bxrths occurrxng in the hospital from 36. 9 percent

S in 1935 to 96 percent in 1960, ‘What does this iumply for the °9r°._°ff°f.°"" to

fdy1ng and pregnant persons? ;
F1rot, the presence of medical technology in the form of equ1pment ond _
' treinxng serves to redef1ne the 11m1te of acceptable rtek and the nature of R

<

e normal b1rth or death. A b1rth1ng e1tuation once consxdered normai and low

"-ih r1sk becomeo abnormal end hxgh r1sk o1mp1y becauae of the ‘use of electron1c "?fh

'L-

t

ternxnol conditxon whxch once naturally eventueted-xn death 18 redef;ned as

o ltrugxle for control over the dxeease process ‘where every avaxlable reaource
i' nobilxzed to prolong lee. In both cases; phys1ca1 s1gns once. xntetpteted
ae normal add wzthzn the reaim of acceptable\riek a:e now regerded as. risk- -

laden enough to requ1re med1ca1 1nterventxon.19_' 1_" n -J».{' : _['35:3;.“;-¢.f

r ] : : ' ’ 4

: iﬁqln' Second. the’ ‘common knowledge of the aocxology of medxcxne informe us that ;::T N

N . NS o

the quality of care in hoopital eettings xa 11nked to~the perce1ved ooc1£1 worth z_f"'uel.

qf the petxent (Denton, 1978 lhO 'Ver Steeg E?d Qroog, 1979) Sudnow (19671 + "’_'-, L
. f , ‘ '«.5.' , ,..

deocrebed the wnyo in wﬂ;ch percexved oocxal Value effecte effopte at. revxval . f_- e

for thoee on the bt1nk of detth.. The oxtuetion is the oame W1th regard to bxrth. | o

. ‘_ﬂh
(L : L] .

,shew (1974 142-144) explazna vaﬁzat}ono in’ treetment accorded bxrthxng women -

. ak ;- V Lol

¥y by ntatue dxfferencee between phyo1o1an and petxent.-"the greatex the statuo ! e

' . R & .

‘ ) -1 : : ’ ' .* Y - N : T, R )
difference the worse the treetment INe *”"fg”_ oo T

L %W

Thitd, inotztutipuel settzngsoreduce the 1ndividua1 s capacity to defxne _T h

A
and control the situationa The hospxtal envxronment is capnble of overvhelmxng

-u,individuol approacheo to birth and death.' Naah and Nash (1979) heve shown the-m» RO A
i o~ RO .
tendency,of medxoel defxnit;ona to meinete "natural" epproaches to childbtrth ,'“fg‘ .

ahen birth occurt in a hoapital StJauho and Gleaer (1970), in the1r

IS




' -reconatruction of \):e death of “nrs. Abel " portray one w,pman 8. lsrgely unsu%:essfui.

bsttle to retain 8¢me bontrol of her dying in the face of a routinized system of - d' _lfi

3 L . . )

’;_;medical care. . In both instsnces personal needs and deaires become subserVient to

/ . '4/ l.
- or death can expect some type of intervention if such a desire upsets eﬁtablished S
, . P
hqapital routine. Medicstioncis frequently administered to laboring women simply

h

to prevent them £rom disturbing others With their expressions of- diacomfort‘
rourth, the institutionalization of birth and death becomes part of the

general informationsl control oiithese events.' These experiences come’ to be
A = ' “
defined as properly visible onI?‘to medicsl personnel It is- interesting to A\

ff[f.f.:note that Wlth both birth and death therg are routinized and\iccepted "viawing
hperiods after the event, after being "cleanea up" by professionals the product
" of cosmic transformstion is regarded as suitsble ﬁor public viewrng With desth

this oBservation period takes place in the funeral home, w1th birth in the

-~ i L , co - '..' e . . ) Lk
hospital nursery.. N g- NN ; . 7.. Coe .:4'

. Pinally, medical control over. the cosmic experience raiaes questions as .

abortion snd euthanasia discus ed earlier'center on this latter d:lemma, ;)d/) LT
'Wj_;:~f.WLth ty;ig;l atgumeng\ rqul .“é ‘r°u;d.9hf legitimacy of premsture~medicslk !*ff'rl.fif.a:
}4;-an¥termination or exeeSSive ggolbngation of ghe cosmie traJectOry.,, i')} 7i1 l .;.:' P
| Bafore concluding this section, 4 £ew observsJions can be: mede concerning i;‘:gtflf

_.the medicsl ocdupations which surround birth and degih. Birth work and death -
‘s'vork are dissimilar in that there has been some competition for<the privilegel -
; of attending birth whichdhss not existed with regsrd to attendance oﬁ,death _ |
4_. (see’ especislly Korbin, l966) While msdicine hssfelveys been-concerned'with' :
:death and its prevention, birth until recently Was not regarded as worthy of ETD‘

: “_madioal attention. - The developmenjcof the obstetric qpecislty (especisll)p

| ip ths United 8tates) has been char terized by a series of struggles 'to" &\ | i \\‘ -
EMC ) ) . | | 8 o A




.

.dxoplece mxdwrfery Recent collectxve aetxvxty wah regard to death and

"‘} bxrth (see below) euggeets'a sxmilarrty i bxrth and death work; "in both

. xneten,cu the\workere .are reeponnble for the creetxon of an experxence o o
v
Aeumnagere ofthxe trensxtxon they vary 'in the degree to whxch they atructure_j-’»'f

- the experxence to meet their neede or Jhe needs of thexr cliente..

The medxcelxzatxon of bxrth and death has provxded the 1mpetus for - % .
o - Coow o
'eocxel movementg concerned wrth redefining these experxencee as "natural" ..
The nekt'eection.coneidérs“gheee oollEZLrve_aet£V1t;ep,.

;.n':\\\ Colleetive_Concern'witthosnic‘Bﬁperitnce I . L 'f,g
. 1'. - - . : . o . ’ 3
Increaeed medxcal domxnatxon of\bxrth and deeth has resulted in, aldbet.

4

\(vmetchxng eocxal movements concerned thh t&e fotentxal for dehumanxzatxon ST

when indxvxdual control over the experience 1; loet.u Theee ere typxcally o S

1 4

dxffuee movemente - "general ebcxa; movements" in Blumer 8 terme -- but :
v . R SV
et certain poxnte in txme and epace there appeero fb be . enough coordrnatxon ' ‘

. L to werrant v;ewxng,thre collectxve eoneern as a "specxfxc eoexal movément

.}', (J:e Blumer‘ 196;).; Theee"MOvemente ere 1ntereeted 1; refdrming the'trertmgnt ) 'f:V'ha*;g
’y °f °°‘Pi° trenréormethon‘and offerxng alternatxrekeettxngs end etylee of - !

‘.ﬂ( M; dyxng and hzrthzng.zo-ti;h;j}hr'; "‘ ‘.r)' }- ;e' hz ;" ‘ ;‘;.1 i

L An important etretegy of ‘both movenento has been what Loflend (1978 88)3\_;. L
Eh celle "the evocetxon of the enemy‘ A deeErxptanlof the 1deal aeeth or o .; .

\ _ )

birth ii offered —-— usually from the paet--- and - 13 posed egernet the way ' :7.}f_‘

euoh trenefotmatxone ere currently handled..l-xxﬁbler-noaa (1969 5-6) eeee_7
,‘.- ‘_the prefe d.May of dying typifred in her chxldhood experxenee of the death I -V,/\\
_°o£ e'Swiee fermer. The scene. ie deecribed as quxet, reverent end open, -

oocurrdng in the farmer '. "own belowed hoqg...emong hi- £riende..." In _i_ B '_:r’ v
e 3 L -'._‘.v .;_-  v 19 R o .




.-."" ’ : L3R : 2, ." . ’1 P

' ./ thexr Homé B;rth Book Whrd and Ward (1977) conatantly counterpoee the

- "dehumanxzxng" experzence of bxrth 1n the hospxtal with - the warmy . lovxng

-

-.';nvzronment of Fhe home (see aloo Arme 1977) In both caaes thas lackqoﬁ_

fxt between the'reer' nd the xdeal provxdes the razaon d' etre the dissionf-'
N v < . e . ] . ) \ . .

of the eocxel movement. "_ o S 7'.__ e |

Y . "

TR The "happy'death movement" and the "home bxrth" or "natural chxldbxrth

\

N movenent"-attempt Uo encodrage reform in. characterzstxc vays. Fxrst there '

fs

.18 an emphosio on cducat1on Beeauae they feel the ‘cosmic eubJect is &
taboo topic, both movemente expend much effort in gettxng the subJect out’ 1n ,

the open, free dtgcussxon 13 seen(not only\as a method for ce&lxng attentxon

to an encouragzng optxon for the coomlc experxence but is often regarded

ee havx therapeutxc value (aee yofland 1978 79~81 DeVrze;, 1979) Secqnd '

¢

thene movements hove promoted (with ‘some succeea) the conetructxon of alterna- .

p

txves for the cosm;c experxence The h08p1ce and the elterpatzve bxrth center

repreaent reeponeea of the medxcal establxshment to collectxve demanda for

; f more pereonable care'whxle dyxng or. brrth;ng (see Wood, 1978, Deeres, 1978)

Thxrd, there is. .an attempt to foeter legxalatxon which would alter typlcal |

.-

patterna of cosmxc traneformatxon.k Two recent issues 1n Caleornxa 111uetrate

5 th1s, the - fxght to. legallzb lay mxdwxfery and td 1nst1tute the "lxving w111"

&

represent efforte to reduce ‘medical, and 1ncrease 1nd16idua1 contrdl ‘over °

-

bxrth and death.z
e 3! The. outlxnxng of approprxate styles of bxrthxng and" dyxng is another
A (] \u,_

,oxmportant co@ponent of the collecttve ﬁg;zfrn with cosmxc statuo paeeage.
S o

”'hThe inot¢tutxonalxzatxon of the cosmxc eveqt is seen as prohxbxtxng a full
zexperienczng of that event whxch in turn. denxes 1nd1vxduals the po{éntxal .
- for pereonal growth The respectxve movementa regard bxrth and death not as

~

xpgfienceo to ge feared but as pooitive experiencee 1mportant to the -

e

: 20° -

-~ .

. . : . L N ‘. ) - v
- . . L. ) a7
. [ . .
. - . . . . *
B




'mq-heving damaging consequences for those unw1111ng or unable to follow the

lj:ﬂhrtz and Hert;, 1977 191)

":anq Kennell (1976 2) atate that’

. : = ﬂ—p_

...-_..c, h is _ne_cessarv_ tol__'n_ot'e:thet ,Tcru'c_i.a_l life eveute
PR '-.éurrouudiné the;deve%opmentioi-bothiattechueut | -
N %d detachment huve.oeen remov’l fromm the home - s . C

' -Y:and br°“8h~ lnto the hosp1ta1 over the{pest } N | '

‘r

'a1xty years.\ The hosp;tal f determ;nes‘the :

, procedures 1nvolved in b1rth and death ﬂTﬁe
. T~ . :

experiences eurrounding these two events 1n the

)

f\\\‘“frfe of an 1nd1v1dua1 have been atr1pped.of the | O d'?j'd

' long estab11shed tred1t1ons and support aystems..j

__'bu11t up over centurzes to help famxlxea through S B
RN : T TP
']{* . “:-'-theae h18h1y mean;ngful transxtxona 2 ‘ _ - a T ;;)/f . LT

- ~ [ - : . e _ s

) . /_a . :
| 3The reupeetxve movementa also atate thet the locat1on of b1rth and death in

_ 1not1tutxons has enmhasxzed thexr paxnful aspects and obscured the;r poten—--
tially orgaatic qualxtxes (see Gordon, 1970° Wertz and Wertz. 1977 190)
' The reaponae tofthese observd$1ons is the prov1a1on of more or leso subtle

acrxpta for the appropr1ate "natural bxrth" or "happy death” Interestxngly,

/-
'thxa outlinxng of what compr;ces an eppropr;ate death or bxrth is capable of

-fpreacribed courae.. This. is especxally visible 1n chxldbxrth where there are -
o N RN iy,

nfrequent reporta of womon vho feel they have "fazled" at birth because they
wuere unable (or|hot~allowed) to proceed w;thout medxcal 1ntervention (aee

At this point it is interestxns to spoculat‘ on the degree of articulation

o rm Qe --




BN ‘ . y - ST \
. . :’0’ ’ ’ PR IR --._J . ‘
. 4 - -
between loc1a1 movements concerned vith death and brrth and larger societ&l R
" . : : ST
themea DeVrrea (1979) hee ahdwh the ways 1n’wh1ch collectrve cohcern ‘with e O
brrth capxtatrzed upon ongorng socxal movements, eapecrally the women 8 . ) o .
. B 2 N , P ) , "

move.‘nt. The current collectxve act1v1ty ar%nnd death and brrth can perhapa S
. - . "/

, &aleo be, 'nked to larger concerns such as the retu to nature 1dea1'and

.1ntervention in death \\d hurth as unnetural and capable of reducxng theivaﬂ{ _:‘ '

ﬂ 4

"me dehade".- In\the frrat 1natance, the veturn 1‘.Fature thene*-emphaarz;ng harm d

»
Vd

xmplicit in rncrease 'technologxcal b111t1es--supports a view of medical |

Y : . -~

. qualxty qf the experxence The focus on eelf encourages indxvidu.ls to.use . :1-'“ ]
-t ' A
: every occapron “- 1nclud1ng death and b1rth e- as an_opportunrty for growth fA_l__; -
[} . - N f . L . '. . . ) . . e ¢ . . . _'t'_ .. . "..
: and advancement.. St oL j _ H';*\ N
‘o L4 a ' ' - . ’ [ .. :

"t . ! - A o ' : A .‘.._.‘.'..\. :
' Inaamuch as the rites and crxaes of coamxc transrtron have fallen- 1nto o

l

-

3- the profeaaxonal hands of phyaxcrana and funeral drrectors, collectxve concern

9

s%

: thh largely relxgroua over;ones although in-each case there has been an

haa been extended to the ritual aapedta of ‘these experzence The followrng 'A{{

S
lection detarls the a%mxlarxtxea in the uses of r1tua1 1n death and brrth.

. . ) . R . ’

thual in Coamac Tranaformatxon : 2 - o N
A . ‘e . - ’ ' o ’ X . ’ t'\ ' S ' . C : . . . ' - “,
- o e LN e e _ N
The biological occaaiohs of<death and birth are often followed by culturally

conetructed>r1tual confxrmationc Funerala"and chriateninga are ritual eventa

jzxncrealxng trend toward aecularxzatxon . '-‘_ - -__q‘ - X

Birth and death are perhaps the best examples of Van Géﬁnep:~.T1909)

R

' ;nthree phasea of pass‘ge rites: seBaratron, margip’ and aggregatron | The.rndividual

- A .
'ie eparated £rom earlier atatuo, pagses through a margrnal, aacred perxod and \

'nauy %\firme n a new poution 1n society Warner (1976.366?367)

' o ‘ .. . ‘ ‘ -
t a3 . . ) . .




.- discusses - the symbolic recognition of these passages.;

. ¢church: - B B .
- AR R - . - ) . i e e .\t"“ . . ..)

_ e\ T The r1te and facts of b:.rth sepamte the new St

-

.r_iﬁdividudl from the womb of the mother and.

- followmg the events between the rites add fecte TR

D
-

of. death, complete the life cycle by returnmg

/-..~'

"\\ : L - tﬂé human bodyato the mtemal 60&y of' nature, o

\ c.‘l‘he Chrutian r:.tes Qf - bept:.am and those eur;—-"'. L g S .

T L roundmg deat;h Fymbohcally recogmze the" S :._’_. B

l . .' e * meenmge asngned these fects.. .baptum is e L PR

. e . | boeh a-death and .lrth rite. [and] extreme _ L .
. ’ ‘ ._““ . ’ ' . o . ~,

T udctmn and Christud ”rals....aymbohcally - :

, ~ '?. . v _ .(; o . .. , : . .__"“,‘ L R
%2& and a begmnmg . N A T A
“ . :'R . ) LT ’ .'!' . .“‘- . - . ._ ' _'- '- ,(: .. . t .l“.. ) . " ‘. }/ ' .,
L . ’j : .“ - .‘ °’ L '?‘ A . " . ‘Q - N o :\.’
) ta' with 1ncreased seeulanzetxon oﬁ t:he modern world there hal been a '_"_’-'
decline 15 the use of ntugl to mark these traneformatxons.\ Bocock, (1974 126)

"" RSO B »
hu documented a "shq:t»declme '.

the 1960'9 ; Blauner *.(197641104 )» 8P I'ka bf the “decllne of the funerel m modern'

Y

' cocxety | But oP &he two the g.meral has .proved to be the more persx.stently

k]

employed (see Gorer, 1965),“ A few prelminqry reaaons may be offered for the )

b

i
decline of chr;.atemngs and the pernstence of the funeral 'l‘he doctrinal

1y

. dupute over the .appropnateneu of mfant paptum (aee Schlmk 1969 131-142)_ '

. has undoubtedly affegtéd 1&& dhrw.val. Even -among clergy advoqetmg the :

practxce, Bocock (1974 126-127) obaerVed a hesitency to baptue mﬁants whose

‘ perente are only looaely cotmected to the church Alao, lfnli}e b;rth, denth

}

, S < S S - :
P A R . v-‘ﬂ.‘ ) .. -

o atete the mganmg of. death as both ‘an endmg o " o o

. . . - ’
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&

] < . . . .. ¢ .

"'pémnc; the' very re'el in"dblem»of- a"body in necd"oﬁ* -didpo'eel§'~=~'d the completion L
d,f thie disposal without some; ritual cpmmeporation apparently would secm highly |

: ,.f ' ' "
v inproper to\thoee cloee to- the deed peraon, : Fmelly, the fnneral serves \_I

]

2 to relieve the greater socigl - psyéhologicel preuui'e of death “. Fulton o

N

N (1976'169) clams thet the funeral ellowa for the controlled expresston oﬁ - RIRE S

\“"‘“ : . I <

engcr end hostility and the ‘1easeﬁg of gnilt and anxiety,. thereby relxeving .
K .

the moqtc ptomnent e‘mot:.ona auociated m.th death ‘) Bleuner (1976 4»5)

-« @ ks N <

posits thetr fnneralo are not "mere ritnel" but are_ ugmfieent adeptive

o etructuree 'which function to ease. the dieruption wh:.ch characteuzeo death
S i e Vooar LNl e
R elpecially in n.nple socioties.z.lf R Ny RN " ~_.'"'-' ST _' .

4

PR Another birth - death similerity ia vxsib‘le in Werner{e» (1976 369-&70)

g *

d1nter:eetin3 usertion that trans:.tion rites have an iﬁ‘formnl component wha.ch
) . v - . [ .
' . eerv.cs to allow the expreuion o! paradoncal emotiona commoq to theee eventa. .

i e

lle aeea poet-funeul gatiﬁrins end theg unofficiel behavxor of £ather durmg

g { o the period of birth and confmenent of the expectant nfzther" as informal means

4

of expressing feelmgs not allowed by thc tradit.ional method of organizing

- . . . ‘v .

O . . T . i
' . - . -

thcae eventa. ST e .

-t

- R . © Yy . . . e
A fmel smxlaz’ity in b:.rth md death ntuals 13 the annual commemoretion

ofl the detve on which the cosmic event ocoured Annive‘raariee of ‘birth ‘end

-----

° deeth are typically occasione for reflect'ion and c@lebretion -of, the life

T mvolved In ‘cases of .‘Iamous penona'es it is not un‘usual (for comemoretiona

‘5 i ;
. 0-‘ g - . . ”

)

their datea of dgh. o ;~_ f e | . . . |
Birth end dnath r:.tualc heve a significnnt impact on. the control o{ T

3 in!omtion relatmg to coamic ttansition because they are the eventn which
. attemgt to meke s-enle out' of tranecende:t experience. 'l’heee r:.tual ac- .
oL mledgemen“ of bi o1§gica1 proce;:e::eﬂve to defme the. lerger meaning ofA

huﬂn exu&ence endﬂ reflect, noe without some lag, the weya im which the U .

! - L . L .- 2
wp*neturel io regerded.<\d' o o 2'7 e

_ ."’P - 1 ﬁbe;schednled/q: sigmficant mtervals from both their dates of birth and | : ;‘_: - «)
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AN Concbpslo - LT - o "b';' e
v,.‘f' ’ ' . V -f .
‘ The szmilarzties between the soctel structur;ng of bxrth snd desth have

. { .
been presented in e series of generai cstegor;es which could eerve'to obscure =

£

the 1nteractxon’between elements of the cstegories.' For. 1nstence, the soctsl

9 | . &
- - . _

movements concernég w1th death and wxbh birth have. affected and- are sffected
by elementa in each of the other cetegor;es Thji have been mottvaeed by the
: pquessione} encroaehment upon the. cosmic trensﬁprmation (both in medicalhend-
- rxtualarealms) -seek to 1anUence 1nd1vidual cosmnc role constructxon. 1n- Tin
-clud1ng re-esteblzshxng the -place of the fsmxly 1n these events. snd~are f
:5 concerned w1th the vay inforhetion relating to the. cosmic exper;ence is .
presented. - fijf;f :_&-er'd .,?5; ' s _‘ﬁ'.f .. | | ' |
| whnt can be learned by thll comparznon of birth and death? Acadmmtcally. _ ; :?'f
studtes of birth and desth ohere eimxlar goals and stmxler problems. In _'
both cases there is an attempt to get at the atructdre of the socxal bond---r i
in the first 1nstance by 1nvestxgotxng its creet;on, in the second case by
look1n3 into 1tn deatruction. Probleme of accees plague both areas —- the :
prxvscy snd 1nt1macy of berth and death mnke it dxff;cult to acquxre fxrst- :
hand or eved survey, da‘a.;‘hn llght of the birth - death-sxm;laretiee outlined.~"i.'
sbove, these shared.ncademic 1nterests suggeot the benefxts of inte :

between these ftelds of 1nquiry. To. brmefly su-nerize. the prolon stxon ‘of\

.i dying hss creeted s tgiiod of t1m? precednng unplanned statun passsge 2'
. snslogous to the period oq gestatxon, the movement of bxrth end desth
, inetitutionel settings has resulted.;n sxmilar:ltmttstione being pleced d’bn | g;ﬂ'} :
: indivﬁﬂuel control over these experxences. Theae and other structural | L |
oiuilsrities will allow the insights gained in the ennlysis of deeth snd ;~_r)f
dy ng. to beuspplied L' relsttwjiy nev explorstion of birth. Socxologiesl B

lnvsstizstione ot childbzrth age a fsirly recent phenomenon, but likewgtudies_

—




o ahare an emphaaia not on the experxence of dyxng or b;rthxng but on. Lta out-

'ﬁtheae events can not be 1gnbred. The txe thh the unknown requxrea cultuxal

: a. larger metaphysical realm. o

of death,,éhere-io a potential for enpanaion which could lead to a diatinct.

,_ffield bf*leuxry ‘Even if the "aociology of bxrtH” is. never eatablxahed as)

. a aub-area 1n the dxacxplxne, it would be a noedleaa repetxtxon to 1gnore

L)

'applrcable analytxcal contrxbutiona from 1nveat13atxona)6f death._.' '}

The move to altetnatxve aettznga watneaaed in both bxrth and death. 1nv1tea o

.eanuxry aa to.:he meanxng of thza ah;ft. On the aurface.auch a trend aeema

'to imply a movement back to tradatxonal modes of behavxor, but this.'is not _-{'
"the only poeoxble 1nterpretation. The deairo for alternatrve approachea to '
'Vtheae events indxcatea a ahift in concern from "product" to ! experxence . |

Non-alternatxve aettxnga and 1ndeed tradxtional (1. e. przmitrve) oéttxnga

e
-

come. The focua on experzdhce found 1n alternatxve centera ;or birth and

1r«‘_'

death xndrcatea a aituation where the outcome of theae eventa “is problematxc -

i.e. the 1nfant haa no pre-ordarned nxche 1n aoc1a1 atructure and the deoeaaed

not paaaxng,anto another realm of existence Seen 1n this lxght a1ternat1vea
Co Y

" oin the treatment of birth and death are not a atep backward but a atep forward. o

Fiaally, the marked sxmxlaritiee between bxrth and death require more

'exglicit explanatzon than has yot been offered Brrth and death have alwaya a' ";j

l

;been the concern of more than 1nd1v1dua1a, because they define 1ts exlatenoe, 2;

-~

h'communrtxea have a legitimate xntereat in these cosmié events, an 1ntereat

~fjwh1ch mantfeata 1tae1f in atmxlar reaponsea to the experxencea. Temporally, '(
.the fact that both ahare tommon - feature;\of atatua paaaage (e. & 1arge1y
;unacheduled, 1rr¢qerazb1e) might acoount for the aimxlar‘Ptructurxnz of bxrth

. and death. But, ae auggested in the 1ntroductxon, 'the co‘mic quahtxea of ¢

1 3 e

» ’

_conatructione which in some way serve to explamn human exaatence an part of

-

.y




'-!ootnotea _ T ,
ui '. o - ’ .

‘:'l. 1n aocxologzcal parlance, death haa become "termxnal statua paaaage (see
Q_Harahall 1976) lxkewiae, birth could be termed "orzginal status ‘passage"’.
".:lor-an extended dxacuaazon'of the varrable dimensions of etatua pasaage, see

" Glaser and. Strauss, 1968:237-250.

-

32{- For example, death,can be xnﬁlxcted 1natantaneoualy, a fact whxgh allowa .

_for maae death. there is no cOunterpart to thia in birth. Alao, birth
RE

s neceaaar;ly ianﬁvea two people -~ one of them alvays a female - uhile death

» doetrnot, thia 1mpliee that the treatment of bxrth will. be condxtxoned by

_.the culturally defined role of female. T'duality of birth and the ungularlty |

of death might appear to hxnder comparison, but because the unxta ofrcomparxaon

'-'_'are aocial eventa, not Lndivxduala, thna doea not preaent a aeraoua problem.;

PR

3. For a more complete treatment of- negotxatxona and their contexta see '

' '-;Strauaa (1978) It should ‘bé noted here ‘that ethnic contexta,have 1mportant

ramaficatxona for the treatment of death and birth (see Kalish and Reynolda,

'1976 Mead and Newton, 1967)

.: ' —p—— a s . b

o h. The ‘focus of this ‘paper. is on death ‘and bxrth 1n the modern 1nduatr1alized

.world. although occaatonel referencea witl be made to anthropologzcel lxterature.d' -

3. Although some. would ‘argue the merxta of technologxcal intervenbzon in.

© ‘birth. See Mehl et ;l (1977) and. Pearse (1979). . . .7
s l . .
-_6 tamlly is. to be looaely conltrued, not neceaaaraly 1mplying the cluaa;c
L nuclear family. 4 PR <
| y. | SN | N |
: ,7. In an 1ntereatxng dxacuaaxon on the changes 1n the staging ot state A

s
' -

. | xecutiona John Lofland (1976) auggeste that ehangea in the management of

| 'f~‘birth andrdeath reflect J larger aocxetal shift from "Open" to. "concealed"' :

Y Y

"_drameturglca.._. S j'.‘ L

8, Ses Kohl, 1974 Vestch, 1976; Shils et al, 1968."

-




10. The followxng repreaent a modifidation of L?fland 8. (1978 56-70) four .

(see Sudnow, 1967:156) ;

bhy-ician.- P

.318 ‘The current g:blxc faacination wzth bxrth and. death has allowed some

Theae dimenazona vere drawn from Glaser and Strauas, 1968 265.

"externala“ which impxnge on the ahapxng of a dyxng identity

ll It 1a alao poasxble to conceive of the reverse axtuatxon vhere’ the

' appearance of Wnormn;;tyn.makeshzt difficult to convince othera of impending'z

. .
.8

death or bxrth. .

0

'-12 Thxa is- eapecxally true in cases: where death and bxrth fall outaide of

' fthe range where auch eventa can be expected. Thua it is a more "remarkable'

occaaxon when a young pero n dxea, or when a pre—teen or elderli’female‘ngea ]

bxrth. o o T
. | _ o

h 13, Thxa 10 eapecially true with tha new genre of “meaaage" matern1ty Slouaea

'h1¢h leave ng doubt for the observer. the typzcal deaagn haa the word. “BABY"r,

printed acrosa the cheat with an arrow below dxrected at the atbmach.

‘,14. However, after a peraod of txme V1a1t1ng by frienda is deemed proper and

"the family is open te all those who~wxah to extend aympathy/congrauulatxona

.

o lS ﬂith the decline of the extended family other avenues for gaining infor-

b

"matxon about b1rth and death have been devxsed A prime example is the “Tebm?

Hed" ayatem.which allows an 1nd1v1dua1 to hear a packaged tape whxch ngea L

nforuatxon on a variety of condxtxona, 1nc1udxng birth and death.-

-

-16. A reflect1on of ‘the medicalizatxon of bxrth and ‘death is found in the

4lfact that death and bxrth cert1f1catea typxcally requxre the axgnature of a

l7 ‘What- followa also appltea, although less rxgoroualy. to news of the t)

'_'dxagnoa:.a of the cu‘me condxtxon. , f R

ﬁindividuala to choose a “media" biith or\death where they are £o110w¢d through

"‘Lthe coamic tranaﬁormation by aomeonc who in turn reporta tha experxence

v o : - L . > ’ / ‘3
. . N N .
SR P




. the pubhc .

19. silvemhn (in Arml ‘1977 1&2—-1&4) discueses the necesuty to ba l—nt:e‘fi'sk a

factore with quu}.ty of experience fectors in bxrth

20. 'l‘he follow:.ng dilcuuion is heevny influenced by Loflend' s (1978 74-104)
e .

dilcueswn of t:he happy death movement.

(4
L.

- 21.. It is. ngnrfiéant to not:e thnt elthough medicxne hae mpact:ed death and _"-" ’
bi.rth in all modetnzzed countriee, the Unxted Stetes i.e often emgled out for |
p n:e dehumanxze:l treatment of theueJ eventl (see Hure, 197‘ Anes, 1974)
-22 ot co\'&ee the qneetxon remim whether euch cettingn are best v:.ewed as
ttue nlternetweu- or as med:.cel cooptetion'-of the novements denendi_ng chenge
23, See 8:.1vemn (xn Aml ’ 1977 142-144) on this same point. ‘More denenlly. |
. n\ ﬂeire (1972) for the vnye in wh:.ch 1ne;:.tut:.onahzetion as hxndered the
‘ bnt:h‘proceu. ._ . \ A LT -t B | |
24. Read (1966 72) pointe out thet(the ntuela eurrounding death and b:.rt:h
1n pnmnve cultutes often are seen ea protectxona from the pollut:.on

_ -_eeeocxeted_ with those ,proceues o
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