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' ' piled and edited by the BICP staff to form’ this Student Text. The -

. The materlals in. thls portlon of the Student Text for Un1t If
were or1g1na11y developed by the Amer1can Un1ver51t1e$ F1e1d Staff
“in Hanover, New Hampshire From the many . materials the AUFS devel- .

. oped, the Biomedical Interdlsclplinary Curr1cu1um Project staff has
selected some readlngs, 111ustrat10ns and act1vit1es which will

help you learn ‘more about Afghanlstan Those selectlons were com-

readings may not’ always appear to belong together even though. they
deal with the same culture area.’. . By: u51ng the questions ;ncluded_“v'
‘in thls unit, ypu should be -able to ga1n from the materials the - .
answers you are seeking. Remember that f1ve of the question sets

deal specif1ca11y with health matters. Few.if any of the readings L
in this text are” spec1f1ca11y about health but most of them include. -
health~related informatlon You and others in your group whq are - -
analyzing Afghanlstan shauld view this “text as a_ resourcé Because -
~you azg not able to visit ‘the culture and- do field. research you '

. must. rely on the 1mpre331ons and reports of others.' Your analysis .

is. in ‘the . form of book research There are exceptions to this. ln

o some cases you will seé 111ustrat;ons or. paréicipate in act1v1t1es,\/ N

that 'should’ help you get a "feel" for the culture. This is another -

way to ‘investigate when you cannot be "in the field"-_'BearTin_mind 9

that this, textL- is resource~-1s ‘only one resource. ' You can and,

should use other resources as you conduct your analysis'of eulture
“in Afghanlstan Good luck
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- You. W1ll need certaln materials in additlon to those wh1¢h
o have been included in this ,Student Text and in Unit II Student
..~ ¢ ‘Text, Part Oné. Your 1nstruc€'r will supply you with these ma-
...+ terials. 'Note that the simulation, "Bazaar," canpot be conducted
.nwlthout the supplles listed; under that tltle below.‘

’H_Four masters for. transparencies _
: RN . R, S
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e | .
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WHO ME? STEREOTYPE?
Before beginning the study of Aq Kupruk, make a list of at
least two statements you believe to be,true about each of the
“following:. - o S S R

a

l;'_Hﬁman 1if¢ in small tbwnS'ih Céntra1-Asia.f"'- ' "-,
_-'. 2. The beliefs and religious practices of Muslims.
,3."ﬁgiaﬁionshipsjbéﬁweeﬁ-males and females in Afghanistan.:
\~4§ffRélationships Between-parents'aﬁd children in Afghanistan.
.5, "Relationships between small toWns;'largé_towns,=ahd“cities' -
-, 'in Central Asia. ‘ ' . :

6. :Rélqtioﬁships betwéenjfarmers and-éﬁbpkeepers in small

- towns in Afghanistan. - R - ' S
‘7;_lRéiétidnshipé;between nomads and townspeople in small towns
' ".ianfghanistan; o0 L e ;. e
3'8,.*Relationsh;ps-betWeen'human, animal, ahd'p1ant life in

. Central, Asia, - , e e e T

9{1-§elation'h‘ps between mountains, river§, valleys, and . .

-

P

0. Relations ips-betWeenspowerﬂaﬁ&“st@ﬁus_in.Small'towns}
. ST C \ . : ° . . . - ..

o ‘It may be usefiil to combine into one list all your group’s

" written statements about: these ten ideas. A wall chart could be -
- used. ~And additional statements cqu%d'beaddedbefore'thestudy,
" "begins. ... .- - - ey - BN S

-, buring the study, your group should look for evidence to support -
the 'statements you -have made about the ten ideas. Do this individu-
ally on your own list. Anyone can mark through an untrue statement
_on the wall chart. .Those which remain after the study .are either
. true or possibly true statements. The objective of ‘the activity. ey
is to draw out thé stereotype of cultures dnd places other than our
* own.. We .all have stereotypes and culture study is a way of getting .
thergout in the open testing them .with several kinds of evidence

L]
\ o [

.'". . ” . . .
~.. from different_sourcé%.'_Truth and understanding are the goals. This -

.. Student Text provides one set of data through -which our objectives
~may be approached. . Through these“data we may . even seg_reflectionS-

of our own culture and ourselves. Ty o Coo
- . '- "_o ’ - . . B .
- R VT i ! * " >




WHAT DO YOU VALUE?

“complex 1

attltude and behav1oru

. °

Respond to the foilow1ng words, . 1ndlcat1ng your pos1t1ve or

-~ cise at varlous polnts durlng the. COurse of. study

Ha\re your values been affected" - o -
' , - .+ " Positive " Neutral’

-

E , ' religious. or'CﬁItural group) "

12

Sterqgtypes to a. great extent represent an effort to s1mp11fy
nformation. They are 1mportant not-only because they may .
-be true, partially true, or untrue, but also because they- carry w1th
~them values. ‘The value attached to a- stereotype then condltlons our

negative feelings. On-a separate sheet of paper, write one valug
-choice (+10, 0 or -10) for each of the 15 words. Discuss which =
stere,otyplcal images are suggested by €each word. Repeat the exe“‘i:-r

1. Monogamy (the practlce of havmg one mate at one tlme) - +10 0 |
o Polygyny (the practice ¢ of having several wives. at one time) . +10 . 0 |
.. é Polyandry ‘(the' practice- of havmg seveial husbands at one tlme) - \-i-lO ‘- 0
4. Alcolilol consumption (the practice of drinking or usmg alcohohc- L +10 \ o
. substances in food preparation) W, o x :
5 Barter (the practice of exchanging goods for goods) ' o | e +10 s 0 |
- 6 Piigrimage. (the practlce of gomg toa 'sacred place as arellglous obli- R +‘}0 Co 0
: gaﬂon) ) . o B . .
7 Paying taxes Iocally (the practice of paying a portion of one's in- _ ‘~-i_-i‘0_._ .0
~~ come. to be used by a local government) _ . T -
8; Paying taxes natlonaiiy (the prac’tice of” paylng a portlon of one’s in- o *+10 .0 I
' come to be used by a national government . AR : AT
9 Herdlng (the practlce of tendmg ﬂocks or herds of ammals) o | +_10,- 0
10 Nomadlsm (the practlce of regular cyclic mgratlon in search of pas- 4+ +10 -0
11 Farming (the practice of cultwatmg crops - and keepmg domestic - - +100 . 0 .
animals for food consumptlon) - o e R
| ~,l2 Putrlarchy (the practlce ‘of male- father dominance in. socnal eco- S £10 .- S
Lot nomlc and polltlcal llfe) - R S o .
- 13 ‘Nuclear i'amily org tion (the practlcq of mamtammg the father- _ +10 0
' mother-chll ren as rlmary social unlt) L L e
14, Extended famil (the practice of mamtammgalarge famlly involving. 410 . 0
. ‘several generat ons as the prlmary socual unit) - N
15, lntermarrlage (the practlce of marrymg outslde one’s own raclal 4100 0

: Ne,‘gative":. ‘
o

T
10"
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AQ KUPRUK’S MARKETPLACE 7 ;' y

y

L ' “The bazaar The very word suggests y&‘tery 'ﬂy-specked produce. Here and there asieepy ado-
" Noisy ‘crowded stxeets. Colorfully turbaned- and o lescent haphazardly tendmg the famlly SI;Op

+. - robed shoppers.Noise. Music. blaring. f;qm radios o
o+ and hand-woungd ‘phonographs, . many melodies Streets abandoned in the b]isternng heat. Nat
. competing for atggntion..' A thousand - different _'»really streets-but earthen pathways trampled year -
- smells,y And the b urred babble of brisk sharp-_ “after year by hurried shoppers, ‘sprinkled” with
; ‘trading. " e ‘water cach miorning to keep down the dust. Busyin.-  *
IR LA " e e ~ . the “cool times, like early morring or autumn; = -
o “-Dusty stalls, each ralsed above the street, tended > 'almost abandoned in the hot times, aftemoon and -
S by shopkeepet‘s slttmg c‘ross lcgged amldst thelr . summer, . 3 :

]

[
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ot s A ski ydog forages for scraps of food’droppe .
- 7., by passing shoppers. The misical score of an-
S, Indian mtwle emerges from a ‘darkened doorway. :
-4+ .~Scratchy, it is-from a record that has been piayed :
R many tlmes.‘v_.:_‘“ Lo A

3 E Whatever the appearance or. the tempo of actlv-- '
i . . ityonagiven day, the bdzaar is at the vital core of .
T village life. 'Here, people gather,. There are tea-

T :,t__houses and inns."Men.sit and smoke. Mosques.are .
§ - -, nearbyandthere are prayer centers:and. zigrat to. -
o remind one of Gnd and of particularly great men.

ey



leatherworkers. ‘Cobblers make shoes.

Everythrng from cereal grams, drred flUltS and
- nuts, canned foods, fresh fruits and vegetables,

" ’meats, and tobacco can be bought. or bartered.
.Used clothing. and spare automobrle parts are dis-"

played and sold.

.-

[he bazaar at Aq Kupruk is also a small manu- -

facturrng denter. While the butcher and the baker-
provide immediately consumable items, the dyers
‘of wool and cotton cloth are busy. So areethe

'and fancy bridles ‘are in demand Tallors sew by

L4

s

- Pushtun nomad §elling3 goats in the Aq Kupruk bazaar.

- 'hand and Slt amrdst their cuttmgs, thlmble -apd o
'_needle and thread in hand : _ . K '

Harnesses -

ot .
V

1
- ’

Blacksmrths forge harness ﬁttmgs farnqmg tools
, and household implements. They also cast.and

“decorafe serving trays with mtrrcate geometrrc pat- -
: terns -

All the shopkeepers and craftsmen are males. So

are all the customers. But then this is Aq Kupruk/"\ ‘
" This'is a masculme culture, a man s wdrld
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E TRANSACTION’S
Cash and carry is the rule, though T)arter was
«popllar and. perhaps necessary as recently as.1959.

_ Then, hilltop farmers brought grain ahd vegetables

to trade. They returned home with a kerosene lan-
tern and fue], tea, cloth and sugar a d salt

Aq Kupruk resldents could barter with nomads‘

- for. dairy products as well as trinkets—perhaps an
. assortment of grains, melons, and eggs exchanged',
for glass beads, a. knlfe, and a mirror.

= '
\ The days of barter have passed. The Aq Kupruk
- bazaar transactions ‘have been monettzed During -
the 1960s money became the mod'e No longer do,

o shopkeepers barter goods. They sell. Products and
“merchandise-are bought for cash and they are re-

sgld for cash. L

.

" An Aq Kupruk butcher cuts meat
» to be weighed and sold. -

e

- depending upon the cur
worth of - the afghani and

 MONEY : T T
The afgham is the: unit of currency throughout '
Afghanlstan At the official exchange rate about

“seventy-five afghanis can be traded for .one United
~States dollar (U.S. $1.00 =75 afghanis). There are

t .assessment. of -the_ -

also unofficial exchange rxt§and these vary widely
thetdollar.

their personal clothing and in the shops, rarely in

" banks. Occasionally one will serve as a money-
lender but the people seldom require such servrces.- .

Money is to be saVe,d:

"An  American’ archeologrst who .

interest rate to be under S0 per cent. Not high at all

. compared to rates charged by some nomads. But

high ‘indeed, if compared to the rates charged in’

" highly inddstrialized areas where money can be

borrowed at 5 tp 20 per cent. What do the people of
‘Aq Kupruk do with the. money they save? Buy land -
of course. Land is wealth and so are herds. -

‘?’b’

Aq Kupruk shopkeepers tuck away money in ._ a0

borrowed o
dfghanis from shopkeepers in the bazaar found the




L GOODS _'3_~_

What can be bought in the Aq Kupruk, bazaar?
Cloth. A saddie. Plowtips. Battery- powered radios.

- Turnips and onions, dried apricots and nuts. A’
assortment of soft’ and hard goods. :

. ,'._.r-

A young man preparmg for hls weddmg can have :

new clothes tailored. There .are ‘the hats ard
" turbans—white, black, and qolored ones., Wool

~“trousers left over from someong’s tour of myjlitary -
, duty can be bought Or ascarf or.piece o em-
"_.'broidery" R |.'
Crocks and ]ars, pots, pans. kmve belts, -.
. buckles. All these and more. The nomads some-

“times bring surprises. Butter, camel hair cloth, sil-

ver, jewelry, and a former Russian gasolme can tnat '

‘can be redesigned into a'pail. . = - :

r o A Ta,nk barber and customer inthe Aq K“P"“k Bazaar SR

“lével. ‘It is raised. slightly above the ground. The - . .
* majority of shopkeepers live in town but away from - o
. .the bazaar: In contrast, multilevel ‘buildings are

.U"

_owners frequently J\me above the stpre:

_tern of the Aq Kupruk bazaar is horizontal. In fact,

~ ground is hever more than a few feet-away. Poles set
- brick walls. Poles lay ‘across these walls and are

'__;roof All share the bazaar street, ‘its dust and o
- smoke, and the customers it brings.

.
oy ~

S’I‘RﬂCTURES
Shops in the ‘Aq Kupruk bazaar have. only one - .

’

common in the bazaars of larger/towns where; o ,.

. Instead of the vertical struc és.with staitway$
in the cities and large towns, the architectural pat- .

all the town’s buildings have a stronger horizontal
than vértical design. It is a one-level town. The

vertically in the ground are connected with mud ..

covered by layers of brush and mud which form the



for- there is an informal ‘head, the

ORG.WIZATIONS

N

Neither general
orgamzatrons‘exlst among . Kupruk shop-
keepers. They all-share Islam and they all own.

- land. Apparently they neither need nor favor the
L ‘orgamzatlons, craft and trade gurlds, which " are

common in more inQustrialized areas, and - exist -
‘even in nelghbormg Sholgara. The lack of organi-

. zations aiong Aq Kupruk shopkeepers may re-. .
" ‘lect the lack of cooperation wh;ch is present in

many peasant soc1et|es b

‘The bazaar is not w1thout leadershlp, howeyer,
alantar-i-
bazaar. He presides overthe infrequent meetings of -

_the small group of merchants who employ a" night’
- watchman, the chowkidar. He watches for robbers
_while walkmg rounds through the bazaar. He: is

paid by contrzv utions from all of the shopkeepers.
His.duties, hqwever, are determmed by only a small

_ group of merchants led by the kalantar. The night -
- watchman in"1966 was a farmer, the father of sev-

eral sons who took tums patrollmg the streets

o a

SEASONAL ACTIVITY

Octoberand November are the peak months for
- bazagy activity. They fall between the ‘major harvest
" . season and the begmnmg of wmter Snow comes -
- .early to Central Asia and the wifiters are Jong.
~During'the cold months bazaar activities continue -

but only-about half of the shops remain open~In
spring, as would be expected, full activity returns,

though the tending and hagvesting of crops which. . . {
~ follows: involves ,more a&d more of the towns. ' s
~ people’sjtime and energy. Even the shopkeepers

have' agricultural responsnbllltles as proﬁt con-*
scious landowners . :

" In late summer and fall there is abundant pro-
_duce. The annual supply of-wheat. must be dried

and stored away for food through the year and seed -
for next year's crop. Fresh fruit is :plentiful and
some‘is dried for winter use: The corn harvest is at .

. its peak in early fall and grapes and tomatoes, vege-
~ tables, and summer fattened fresh meat can be -

purchased at the Aq Kupruk bazaar, Fall is afso
the time to purchase clothing for the forthcoming

" winter, and yarn for the women to weave during the

cold months. Ih winter there are turnips and dried

omons, coats and shoes, saddle repalr materials

- : . ' ey
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associations not specialist .

farmers

green  or black tea,
“hand- wound phonograph or translstor radio broad.- e

L
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and a few canned goods for those who shop at the -
. bazaar and prepare for the sprmg and summer-.”

_whlch will follow

4

. The trend of Aq Kupruk §. development today is -.
" ‘not from village to town to cnty

-from town back
to village. . Trade is once agaig pri
townspeople and between them@nd the peasant
nearby. Thése - fatmers bring their -

produce-laden donkeys down from the surrounding

~hills to buy and sell and swap gosslp)m the bazaar. -
_At the peak of the harvest season—and especially"

'on" Mondays and Thursdays which are deslgnated
as bazaar days—the ket is still llvely Most
days, however, business is conducted in leisurely .
fashion, often in teahouses over steaming cups of
enjoying music from a

cast.

N .THE-'TEAHOUSE“~ SRR

3 ‘o L]

The teahouse in _every vnllage, town\and city

- in Afghamstan is thought of as a major center, a
. hub of the universe. ‘At least for males. Far more .-
- than a place to snp\ weak tea, and nibble the deli-
-cious flat bread, nan, baked in"the nearby bazaar;

it is the city hall, information centet, transportation

center, and social club. It is the place where deals
~are sfruck, ‘contracts are broken and frlendshlps

primarily among

Y
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are made—or undone. It is the hotel for visitors,* . - -
" where their-arrival will be instantly noted, their de- .-
parture discussed long after they have gone,'and.
the purpose of theif visit'debated éndlessly: It is
_sometimes an arbna for politicians, from thd.local N
-!a-ndovﬁe_r"anxious to éxpand his domain to the ™
provincial candidate for I?rliamcnt, - s

." Not more than 2 per cent of Aq Kupruk males '

-can reac’.__-ln'the teahouse, men who are literate will - ~ - -
read aloud whatever newspapets or magazines may: - +_ N
be available. To some extent, then, the teahouse’ -

-alse serves as the local library. Similarly, it may -
also have one of thefew radios in the village. Itisa =~ -
center for exchanging ideas, a place to sit long =~
hoy(s, -cross-legged in front of a giant teapot, -
samovar, listening to the world outside Aq Kuptuk.

" "-Reading and listening and discussing the topics-of

A Kushan column base used as a table in a teahouse ., : .the day, men -.e.“,'arg‘? their, hon_zong, readymg .
: S e . themselves * consciously or unconsciously for.
: at Aq Kupruk- = ~ _ - . . R
o PR change. - Th
" To earn extra 'inéom:e this teacher works as a carpenter in S Do
- the Aq Kupruk bazaar. A local boy who “made good” and re- . - - . M .
, turned td be a hometown teacher, he has several roles inAq " - S _ T -

Kupruk. S S . L _. .
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Bazaar actwlty"m Aq Kupruk has declined in

',recent yeags. One. reason was the downgrading of .
- - .Aq Kuptruk from capltal of a-subprovince to the = -
. capital of a district between 1961 and 1963. Nearby
.- Sholgara, previously‘called Buina .Qara, became
at, a subprovince or wolus " i
6. of . thlrteen v1llages in

- "the capita] of the Huku
" wali. Thus Aq Kupruk, o
. the nine thousand man area, lost
. administrative center. And though few; people left
Aq Kupruk the” ngw center for admi lstratlon,o
' Sholgara. witnessed an immediate incre

economic™ activity. - New shops opened and “the - -
. Sholgara’ bazaar, once open only two ddys each.

week, bcgan to open every day

By 1966, Sholgara offered two hundred shops. A

~-new bazaar area for fifteen hundred shops was
- under construction, including ‘animal inns called
- caravanserais. The number’ of men in Sholgara .

- increased-from fifteen hundred in.1959-to three
thousand in 1966. This is almost 10 per cent of the
: thlrty-one thousand men in. the subprovince.

Among these men and their families are Uzbak,

'_ Sarhad Baluch Mohmand A Fl‘ldl, Pushtun

E Contrastlng with Aq Kupruk the stregts of :

Sholgara are lined with motor vehicles and busy
‘witlj shoppers going to and from the bazaar. Ori the
-edge of town thére is a latge building for grain

: storage It offérs protection from famine, :food for.

those i n’ military service, and reduced prices for the
“many- ‘employees of “the government Though
Sholgara thrives, nearby Aq Kupruk is far from

L _dead Its bazaar contmues toserve the local people.
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'A ‘cloth merchant. He is ‘Tajik, both a shopkeener and

farmer, and he serves asa part-tlme religious leader, mullah.
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The bazaar is more than a place. It is an-

institution. An'ecdgomic, social,. and- religious =

center, the bazaar is at the heart of Aq Kupruk.-
. \ v

The Aq Kupruk bazaar. lookmg north

Y
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Aerial photograph of Aq Kupruk region. The whaA__q Aupruk is (n'the upper hall of the photo- - R
_ . graph, right of center. The land is high, ‘di'y, and eroded. SR T S _
. . .. -+ .  AGRICULTUREATAQKUPRUK - .
SR S . | TheLend- -
) From a ljet airplan'e'fﬁdusénds'of feet above, the town of Aq pruk_ap;ieérsAasA a . A
. small oval, white rectangles set jewel-like in a black backgroungl, The surtounding - '
“** terrain looks and is harsh. Watercourses; twisting light-colored' bands, meander to . - _
 meet the town then pass.itby.~ . .. .- o
" {, The view from the ground is quite different. The Balkh River is'not 50 large as . \j .
the valley walls suggest it might once hive been. The town dominates this ground
level view. Trails and roads come together 4t Aq Kupruk. The dry hillsides almost = .* -
.~ - fade from view. Here are soil enough and water enough to make gardening possible.” : "+
h ‘Gatdens grow in the valley flood:plain soil. Wheat ripens on the surrounding -~

L Ahills where sheep and ‘?oa_ts and cattle graze in open pasture. Agriculture is the . - -
j .~ . major Aq Kupruk activity. Just about every man and boy are farmers, were. . . -
n : “f ~farmers, or will become farmm‘s.‘l?agmin_gis the Aq Kupruk way of life. = . . ‘

N
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.. " _Five acres’is the average size landholding in Aq Kupruk. Of the fifteen hundred

. males in the town, 70 per cent own land. The remaining 30 per cent wogI as tenarX.

farmers’ paying rent to their respective landowners according to the so-galled
“fiver’” system, - e S

. tr _ .

A 'M'an\'ho/farms his own land gets to keep or sell his produce’ and keep the
profits after paying for seed and the wages of helpers. Tenant farmers work under
different .rules. Uhder the “fiver” system, proceeds from the sale of crops are
divided into five units. Whether landown‘erﬁ tenant, the provider of the seed gets
one-fifth of the income. Whoever-provided tBe yater receives a fifth of the earnings. °

- Other fifths go to whoever provided the humafand animal labor. The landowner
earns a fifth, Thus, if a tenant provides only his labor his earnings are one-fifth of °
the crop. He can edrn as much as four-fifths by providing seed, water, animals, and
his’ labor." Tenants vary in how much investment they can make and so doand-

.+ . owners. Usually a tenant’s share is three- or four-fifths of the total harvest, an

o indication that this valley id\relatively prosperous. There_ are other areas in the.
i ©+ - world where a tenant could: work even harder and earn a gleat deal léss. '
: /—\. Land in this ared is not measured by the acre but by the jerib. One jerib is about
' half an acre. The average landholding anldng Aq Kupruk males is about tep' Jerib,
. five acres, -or 217,800 square feet.of earth surface. . : R

Not all of this land is- under cultivation. Given the absence of mechanized
farming in-Aq Kupruk, four to five acrey is near-the maximum area that one man
o - can farm. Fields occasionally are unused for a'year, left fallow to permit the land to
. - recover its fertility. Open grazing is customary:jn the area surrounding'the town. -
= .~ These pastures are not usually included whenbne is discussing individual land -
' - ownership. The hills belong to'the town. Fields belong to ‘individuals and to
families. - ' S N

_ Crops are of two types. Some are gtown on hillsides where they are dependent on

‘rainfall and melting snow to provide moisture, Other crops are systematically irri- -

©, . pgated using water diverted from the river. Thus, the two types' of crops reflect: two’
" types of terrain: those almost flat lands near the river and the sloped hillside lands .

o /whigh above the valley and its town. - |

Lo - ' Both irrigated valley and Pn_buntains_i_de_crops, abi and lalmi, grow in-the"

~ e fine-grained soils, called' loess, which ate still being deposited by the winds and
~ waters of Central Asiais . :"° o e L

t )

‘ Loess soil is typical of a mid-continental region where strotfg winds pick up soil -

.. . particles in'one-place and deposit-them in another. Similar conditions prevailin the

.. =" - center of North America at about the same latitudes and the thick loess soils of -
. ; ;e-fv northern China are also well known. L : - T

‘ ' j _ The wind carried, géolian, loess soil is mixed with alluvial soil washed into the’
#" .. valleys from their slopes afd from their héadwaters high in the Hindu Kush,

" Thisisa region which has severe dust storms'and floods. There is little vegetation -

e "~ to hold dggn the soil to prevent itfrom blowing of washing.-The best hillside grass o
S " is thin eve in the spring.-As in other dry lands, such calamities of nature have
— come to be expected by the peasants -who live ’tletf_e. T , o
: ) o @ SRR
| | A L e 'A .
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. 8torm clouds gather over Salang Pass in central Afghamstan. The town of Aq Kupruk is located in the foothllls of the Hindu

* Kush Mountains. It depends-on precrpxtatlon at the high elevations—-—snow m the wmter. raln in. the summer—-—to ﬁll the

rxvers and streams that br;ng lrfe to the dry plams

S
i

-

~ darkened and the sun is ‘not visible, The dust creeps into homes. It saturates

-

¢ U e

Dust storms sometimes. last forseveral'd(‘ays During these ‘times the sky is =

clothmg and coats the skln. One’s teeth fee grltty And then it ‘ls gone, -

For most of the year the mr above Aq Kupruk is clea,r The sun almost always

- shines brightly. ‘And in the long run, the windstorms and the dust are an advantage.

.’crops ‘md spoil a harvest.

 water raging down the riverbeds and gullies
. raln often doesnt amve on. time of -it rams too. little. - e

he air currents and river waters benefif Aq
an settlement of thlS oasis in a harsh land

Every year there is some new soil, |
Kupruk They enable contmuous hu

While the occurtence of a dust stbrm is uncertaln, they tend. to occur alorg with -

spring -and summer winds, In'su ‘mertlme such storms can parch tender young

3

Yearly spring thaws or downpours may a%'rrlve suddenly brlngmg torrents of

‘

It may not snow muoh during the wmter and thus leave eyen the soils at high a
elevations in such a dry condition that they cannot support the grasses needed by -
the herds of sheep and goats and cattle. If the an1m als Uon t get enough to eat th;n .

ove Aq Kupruk, On the other hand, 3

)




. _ some "must be slaughtered Those ‘underfed anlmals who can survive produce less
\ . manure The fields the following year will have less fertility and the people of Aq
o Kupruk will also miss the.use of dry dung for fuel.

Agrlculture depends upon weather and upon soil. The soil itself must be more -
'_ t mineral deposits and partlcles of rock. Without humus a soil i$.dead. Fertile
: _s%ctually alive for humus provides the decaying matter which bacteria eat and’
t-into soil nutrients.. That decaying matter also holds watey for later use by
. crops, The Central Asian soils which surround Aq Kupruk typically have little -
_ ~humus. The-decaying roots"-of grass provide some. Here and there there is.a = |
R declduous tree or. bush which produces leaves to fall and make humus

Ammals are especlally valuable in such a dry land for they convert grass. small _
brush, and grains into humus and nitrogen-rich manure as well 45 into meat, milk, - .. -
wool, and hides. Aq Kupruk agrlculturq depends" upon animals to quite a degree. - = - -
. Without them the soil would produce less grain, fewer- vethaables. and less fruit. PR
.. And-the homes of Aq Kupruk would be cold in the winter were it not for the- supply B
of drled dung. manure exposed to sun-and’ alr to use as fuel .

Farmmg
& Aq Kupruk farming' techniques - have changed l1tt over. the centuries,. A ~
“wooden plowhead; pointed, and. covered with iron is pufled by oxen to leosen the
. earth. Men and boys follow behind with hand tools breaking' the water-clottéd and
) sun-baked soils into smaller pieces. Seeds aré scattered by hand. Ripened grain is~ -
' . _.cut with sickles by teams of harvesters. Then it is trodden by -animals to separate~
. .__the-grains from the sheaths and stalks on which they hgve: grown. Tossed into the = .
/‘/-alr the heavier grains fall to the cloth-covered ground eavmg chaff in the airto. .+~
- ' blow. away _ . -
: : i
Whlle reapmg, thr;eshmg. and w1nnow1ng summer wheat whole- families follow S
the harvest, leaving Aq Kupruk to spend often as much as a month. on their - . ;
* ~mountainside farms. They live, during these periods, in khergah, the circular tents. ' \
S -+ of their Uzbak and Tajik nomadic pasts. These summer shelters are constructed of -
L . " sticks and straw which are lashed together with cord and covered with felt cloth or
o . skins. The special advantages of the khergah or yurt are its portability and-adapta- -
blllty Lined with felt or nggs, it is a warm temporary shelter during the field
‘harvests. Erected inside a fatily compound in Aq Kupruk, it is’a cool summer - Sl e
* retreat. Although there are many of Uzbak and Tajik ethnic origin, no residentsof =~ - . * -
_ Aq Kupruk are nomads now, but the khergah, common throughout Central Asia, L L
~  apg summer harvests are reminders that these people have not always been’ agrr- _ o 4 g
. cultural villagers, -~ e o

The lnvolvement of women in the wheat harvests is an 1nterest1ng feature of _ :
" women's work in Aq Kupruk. It may als6 link them to thelr nomadic past. Inthe ==
. _ -town, their responsibility consists mainly of: cooking and even in this area husbands - '
L conslder themselves superxor Men prepare the meals for guests. But women are™ -~ -
o - permitted to take a more active role during the summer- wheat harvest. Then ;
'_ whole families go into the hill country, providing women rare opportumty to travel " . -
and:be directly involyed in an important endeavor. They appear in the open-and -
" without veils, for straggers are unllkely to be around at these tlmes and on the hot
hlllsides. S , s o : '

= s
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. Thig khergah is home for an Aq Kupruk family during the summer wheat harvest.

. - Wheat, corn. corl,ander and cbmlnseed are the prmclpal crops of Aq -Kn-p'ruk-.°
Cotton has been grown in the past. ‘Berries, fruits, and nuts are ajso available.
Carrots, eggplants, onions, rice, tomatoes, and turnlps are common lnxthe gardens.

.

i

~The Balkh River flows through
.- Aq Kupruk broviding water for -
the canal that runs ‘behind the
" retamlng wall, irrigating.gardens
and turning.a millwhgek The Aq
Kupruk school."is "in'. the Jore-
: ground '

3 “\




An Ulbak hunter w1th Inatchlock /plﬂe bow, and‘ - &
"~ animal*mask hat whlch can be lowered ‘over the - o
entrre face. : B T

Wheat is grown on hlllslde ﬁelds and sometlmes

* a few wind-blown seeds even take root on the mud

. rooftops of‘buildings. After all, isn’t it practical to

- exploit the soggy mud of a rooftop, cultivating a

plant which will produce roots to strengthen the :

roof mud and bind- it together? And why not .

provide a llttle greenery ‘on the rooftop? If the

2 wheat then has prov1ded green color, some forage/-\’ . 4 _
... and added strength to the roof, why then should it - -
;| “not be permitted to grow stalks and produce héads

- of grain, if the rains come at the right time¢ and the .

&4 % goats can be kept away? If it all works out, there’s a S
e hgtle extra wheat in- the summer harvest SR -

. Most wheat is grown away from town ata higher
; °- altitude in the hills. Here it goes through its annual *

L - B “,‘.‘, ,'. cycle proVIdmg food for the- townspeople and their - -’ v
— s ,.-‘.;-sg_, e livestock ‘and some for the ‘nomads who.- will be ' -

Wheat the ‘mainstay of the Aq Kupruk agrlculture and ‘diet, has long béen - :
"domesticated in Central Asia but corn has been imported. Like tomatoes, cornwas .~~~ ‘
brought from the Amerlcas to Eurasia, to the delight of Aq Kupruk adults, ' '
_ "« children, and livestock. ‘Corn i is eaten too by the chff dwelhng crows whlch are then It
- killed and .eaten. . . _ - S . : .

-, ., Breadi is the most 1mportant food at. Aq Kupruk Bread ad& vegetables and small -

.. quantities of lamb are the basic foods. Kid (young goat).and chickens provide both
e - meat and dairy products An ox.is occaslonally butchered and there is wﬂd game in. .
: ,",-the hllls - - _ . _ A . ’ N

- : N L

. Chuker partrldges doves plgeons, angl quall may t be shot or trapped by hunters.'

. .. The Balkh River prov1des fish. And in the mountaing. nearby, gazelle and lbex can ‘
’ . be had if one is patient and a good shot . .
Aq Kupruk people consume ammal and plant prote!ms and carbohydrates Their : SR

~diet ‘has almost no sugar.. -They eat meat, vegetables, ffiits, nuts, and butter and R
yogurt, Bemg Muslims, they eat no -pork. Their food supply is almost totally -

- dependent on their_ own agricultural efforts. And food cultivation, ‘gathering, and
. processing prqudes almost total employmept for ‘the vast majority of towns- -
o people. Fresh or dried, food is plentlful athong the ‘people of Aqi(upruk The avall- _
et --*'ablhty of some foods, however, 1s seasonal and \unpredlctablc ' . . -

Farmmg, herdmg, and hunting are day-to day responsibilities of Aq Kupruk,
.- males. From an early age their lives. are dominated by these tasks which make
. human life possible in a rugged, harsh environment. Religion and families are . .
.~ important, But the activifies central to_survival are primary in Aq Kupruk. S

. . s
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e AunprukandBeyond o o .

RICC. sugar. ‘maisins, and fresh grapes are unported the latter from the Afghan- R
istan mwns. like Sangcharak to the west and Mazar-i-Sharif to the north. Rice and - S
X . . i ; ,sugaf, ma jor commodities for trade, still cofge predomlnantly from outside the - .- o .
- ! country. Thus commerce makes one condcioud of the nearness of the Asian and ' "
' . Medlteyranean agricultures to which- Aq Kuprdk is linked by tradition and-even. . Y

! ‘modern-food distribution patterns. But the pattérns are changing as economic -~ "% " L

Lo *+ . development schemes spread across Afghanistan. Both rice and sugar cane, as well
4. . . oo . ascorn,shgar beets, and cotton, are being grown mcreasmgly on irrigated land o '
.. sw0 v closer to the Oxus:and Kunduz Rivers. With the expansion of irrigation tacnhtles’ . L
Al . ground Aq\Kuprul; thlS area, too. m»ay becume nmore' producttve. oL L .

YT om.

4 © e s " Other agrlcgltural products hnk the peoplc nt Aq Kupruk with trade beyond-
: A theli‘lmmedlate region, even beyond Afghanistan's political bountaries. Wool i is e
et o "“shorn from the goats.and sheep which forage the hills around Aq’ Kupruk Itis ..~ ¢

N ..t then washed, corded, and ‘spun into yarn for the making of clothing and. rugs. The ™ . = .
‘ - rugs of Central Agia are famous and expensive becaiise of the labor-intendive proc- - . . R

_ _ .. esses used in their manufacture. Aq Kupruk wool not only clothes its inhabitants, it L K
N .+ also brings weaith to the townspeople when it can be sold as a cash export or traded e
- R for wlﬁitever is avallable that the’ wool sellers want or need - A k '

S Sheep and goats’ graze the foothllls of. northqrn Afghamst.an Somo years, most recently in 197 1, nomads must bring‘ -
oo - flocks to the lowland plains in early summér hecause alpine pa@ul es bncome toﬁ dry Aq Kupruk famlhes own thelr '
' own herds and also trade wnth nomad herdsmen.




il
d
B T

-

. Even dairy products may have far-reachmg commercnal slgmﬁcance, although Cy L T
N mqst of "the production is- for local ‘use. Milk, ‘from both goats and cows, is . \’\ S
I corh!erted into yogurt, the mast which’ is so popular - from Central Asia to the -
T Med'lterranean dried curds called’ krutz and clarified butter; roghan or ghee, welI. :
LT ,known m ASla to the .east and south of Aq Kupruk e
e e e Camels. donkeys, and horses and’ herds of sheep, oats, .al]'d cattle are the .
IR Lo measure of a man’s wealth, Besides. thelr importance ‘as items for trade and for -
S e %< conversion ‘to food, theyprovnde transportatlon and animal labor for the people of.
Aq Kupruk: They haul khergah to “the fmountainsidegields. Baskets of winnoweéd =~ o
. . wheat are transpOrted back to the confpounds in town. Horses and donkeys are.- . "~ ‘¢ . ooar
“used ‘to. pull. pfigws. Horses are highly P8tsonal possessions used by their male - R
.. owners as'work Animals. Owning horses also can confer prestige on their owners
T when th.ey are. raced or: used in the game of “goat grabbmg." buzkasht. s
: Q' - ' .." ':‘_'." _." o . ) ) s . . X ‘
L T As in.many parts of the world where so:l and chmate seem to work agalnst L
- human survival, the wotk’ of producing food and fiber is a major part of life at Aq =,
+~ - 'Kupruk, at the “whit¢ bridge” over the Balkh RlVer in Afghamstan north of the . -
. Hindu’ Kush Mountalns. '
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'.otographs' in this dbcuhient aré the work of Dr. Lodi_s Dupree, of the Am \ ican
o Vrsities Field Staff. They were made during his studies in Aq Kupruk 1959, \' 62,
0 1965fand 1972. . T LT 5NN .

R
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. . . N
S .- Students interested in viewing more photographs of the people of Afghanistan Sh‘ou S,
~-.. - consult G.F. Debets, Louis Dupree, Eugene V. Prostov, and Henry Field, Physica

- Anthropology of Afghanistan. I-1I, Cambridge, Massachusetts: Peabody Museum
L . - Translation Series of the Peabody Museum- of Archaeology and Ethnology, \ -
--1970, $10.00 paperback. r ST ' T ‘

- The 'phot_dg:‘aphsi (’m:the p_i-ev_iqus' pages are of subjéc‘ts" as 'followsﬁ

X

. Cover Aq:Kupruk Wrestlers - # - . Photo 5 A Tajik Farmer - ~ =~ =
R . Photo 1~’A;Kho})a Mulleh and Farmer  Photo 6 Son of a Tafk Father - |
A - Photo 2 A Safi. Pushtun = E - ‘and Uzbak Mother L
.~ _Photo 3 A Sayyid Shopkeeper . - Photo’7 Pushtun Nom#M Selling Goats
-, Photo 4 An Uzbak Farmer - \ . .in Aq Kupruk Bazaar '
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_ . Afighan Ethnic Groups
.and Thelr Languages
us_htu_n -Pashtjof“.-_ , sz_ak -'Thrk.ic" _
Tajik-Dam"'"_:"' ‘ Turkoman.- Turkic ‘“‘I .

: Haz;ar'_a'.‘ -.Hdzamgi“ = Kirghiz_- Turkic
-Airﬁaq' - ; >
Baluch - Baluchi*
[Kizilbash - Dari

Nuristani A'

Pashai - = : N

Sayyid: Baluchi . (sSpokenin AqKupruk) — / |
—_— _.(i".'Al_sq Spoken around Aq Kupruk) -

'Provhic_lfal Map o
Afghanistan ' Province, - - ‘._C_llﬁw/. :
- 1Kabyl'........ “eiveoe. Kabul
~ 2Kandahar:, . ......... Kandahar -
" 8 Herat....... veivee.ol. .. Herat
/  4Balkh........ .... .Mazar-i:Sharif .
5 Ningrahar........ ......Jalalabad
"6 Paktyo ........... ......Gardez :
" 7TGhazni ... ... Ghazni
"~ 8Hilmand....... ... Lashkar Gah
9Farah.............. ... Farah
10 Faryab............... Maimana_
11 Jowzjan .......:.... Shibarghan
12 Takhar....:....... e Taligan
~'18.Badakhshan. . ..... ... Faizabad
14 Bamiyan.............. .Bamiyan
16 Uruzgan.............. ;. Uruzgan
18Ghor.. ... Chakhcharan
17Parwan ...l ...Charikar.
. 18 Kundpz .. ™ .......... . Kunduz
19 Baghlan. ... ... ... ...~ Baghlan
20 Samangan .. .......:..... Aibak
" 21'Badghis ......... .. :Qala-yi-Naw
22 Nimroz, . 2. ... 2N\ . Zaranj’
. 28Zabul................ §. Kalat
24 Logar ........ ..+ . Baraki-Baraq
N 28 Wardak-Maidan ... . . Maidanshahr
: 37 b 26Kap‘13a...‘......;_..Mahmud-i;Raqi'
S ' - 27 Laghman............ Mehtarlam
wel . A IR 28 Kunar ............... Asadabad
. ‘ ‘ 3L




. In such a small and remote town, person-to-person-and famnly»-to-famlly relation-

~ tution approved in 1964 replaced that of 1930 and
. participation in government. The period aftlr 1964 is oft

POWER AND STATUS IN AQ KUPRUK IN AFGHANISTAN

Both formal and informal power structures mﬂuence the people of Aq Kupruk. -

ships are of great importance. Even whete every family head owns land and all are |
Muslim, there are still differences of status and- power among' individuals and

- groups. Ethnic background is significant among the people of Aq Kupruk. 8o are

- the distinctions between newcomers, those. whose families have moved to Aq -
“'Kupruk in this centuty, and those whose families were already inhabitants of the
“town. Important as the informal power structures are, they are difficult to describe

because they are usually subtle if not invisible. And while. the informal power - -

- structure is known to all who live in a town, it may not be tau:ed about openly. The :
. insiders know The outslders try. to ﬁgure lt out. '

Governmental Ievels, of course, represent the much easier to descnbe formal '

" ‘power structures. These include the natlonal government of Afghamstan
: tradltionally led by a: kmg . . , _

THE GOVERNMENT OF AFGHANISTAN

Aq Kuprlﬂ( is a small town located north of the Hindu' Kush Mountains near o

h Afghamstan s border with Russia, the Union of Soviet Socialist Republics. Afghan-

istan itself is in a transitional area on 'the Asian continent between the “Middle '_

East" and ‘“South and Central Asla ” SRR

N

" The natlonal gOVernment of Afgh‘amstan is centered in the capital clty,' Kabul. :
o Tradltlonally ruled by kings, Afghanistan has been .a constitutional monarchy
" . since- 1930.” King Mohammad Zahir Shah assumed the throne in 1933 and ruled”

together with.a Parliament consisting of an Upper and hower House. A new Consti-
lowed for more popular

1stan as “the new democracy '

T ,
' !mhm SRR IS

‘referred- to in Afghan- "
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At 2 3(\A M July 17 1973 the rOyalagovernment of Afghamstan was over-
" thrown by a milltary coup. It was led_by. Sardar Mohammad Paoud Khan, first : _
*cousin and- ‘brother-in:aw of the King and a former Prime Minlister of the country . . ;
- (1953-1963). Daoud declared Afghanistan a Republic with himself as President and
: Prlme Mlgter ng Zahir formally abdicated- the throne from ex11e in ltaly
The policies M Republi¢ of Afghamstan are not yet cleat There is every
' mdlcatron however, that structu al changes w111 be mmor ' R

_ The Parhament Shura. has an appomted and elected: upper house, Meshrano
i Jirgah. Representatives are electefl tor the Jower house, Wolesz Jtrgah A Prime - , B
: Mimster/Presrdent serves as the national executlve AT S
E There area Supreme Court and abmet Mmlstrles for Trlbal Affairs, Commum-- ©
cations, Public Health, Plannmg, ‘Commerce, Information arid Culture, Education, '
* -Public. Works, Agriculture, Justide, Finance; Interior - Affairs and National .
‘Defense. Several Cabinet members \are usually in the role ‘of “Ministers without -
Portfolio.” They are free to represen' all other interests of the nation or partlcular‘ V’
ones as needs and‘troubles arise. Floods and faminés, for example, can receive their ,
. immediaté attention, And they can bring up subjects which have been overlooked Lo
by other Mmlsters with speclﬁc res nsihillties. .

}

~ The natlonal capltal is located south and east of Aq Kupruk south of the Hmdu
Kush Mountams at Kabul. Here lrve he government ofﬁclals and most of the '

Govemmental representatlves have co slderable mﬂuence m on Afghamstan s, .
" towns and villages. They can tax, arrange) to have roads pavedy bridges built, and _ :
- provide funds for schools. Yet by no means is the natjonal government the major =~ _er—
solirce of power in the day-to-day lives of\Aq Kupruk farmers -and shopkeepers. - .
Nor are the nomads accompanied by govennment agents'on a regular. basis. The _ N
- . governmerit is in"Kabul. It can influence b tdoes not appear to control the daily -
._llvesofpe lemAunpruk R e "

. “‘Government’ for the people of Aq Kupr prlmanly means. law and order-in - ot
- the form of the police, tax collections, and consc! }ptlon officers—and thetown has .. ° '
" ‘benefited little from any one of these three,” \atcording to anthropbologist Louis. - R
Dupree, writmg in 1966. “In fact, most contadts aith government officials have : - 9 S
" been unpleasant; although under the enlightened policigs of the new government, L L
‘conditions have improved tremendously A recen mcldent however, wilt lllustrat’e- L o
 the mcongrurtles of the sltuatlon - IR AT

- "The Afghan government greatly concerned ver the cholera eplderﬁ’tc L
'whrc swept northern Afghamstan in the summer of 1965, dispatched health\_ IR
teanis to combat the spread of thiskiller. The teams)blocked roads and estab» .-"_’,/,' o "
.~ lished checkpoints all along the main roads leadihg north and south.’ All ¢ |
" travelers had to have proof of immunization against ¢holeta with them or be e
" vaccinated on the spot. The motives behirid this were\pure and noble, but in..-
- practice the effort probably brought mgre misery than relief. Several people’ -
~ died of cholera in Aq Kuprukbefore an Afghan medical man arrived by, ‘
" - motorcycle (how he made it over the road from Pul-iiBargk still mystifies me),
. " laden with'serum (but no ice) and one syringe and needle. For three days he. D
« ' wandered through the bazaar shooting people as he camt to them, one after ¢«




7. the other, until-he had emptied the syringe. Then-he would refill—without' I
even cleaning the needle in boiled water, as one-shopkeeper obsetved—and -

- begin. to vaccinate again. In a few days; over a hundred people thus treatéd
came down with high fevers and vomiting, but, luckily, no one, died. Those
~ who had not been shot: considered themselves fortunate, and I ‘considered .

‘

. {to be vaccinated."’

- myself extremely lucky that none of my archagol_qgipal workmen had bothered -

L ;American iJr_livei'sitieS"'Field- Sfaff- Associate ,Dupi'eé_ _cohcluded':t}iat. 9"Aq.4;'__.
Kupruk, because of its intermediate position between true town and true.village,

illustrates many of the changes-occurring'today outsidé Kabul, the national capital, -
- Tlike to say that two Afghanistans exist: Kabul and the rest of. the cauntry.” For.
while Kabul is rapidly becoming a modern city, tht tést of Afghanistan lags far g

~ Neolithic, farming self-suffic
changed frorn a higher to"a lower status as a governmental administrative center,
- Aq Kupruk s a reverse of the more typical expahding population center growing in

. behird.” “THe econom);?iAq Kiipruk,” he points out, “can be described as“a

population, power, and status. Aq Kupruk is no longer the District Administrative - -

Cénter. According to Louis Dupree, ‘‘the domihant commercial bazaar economy

... has slowly been reverting to an almost exclusively agricultural economy, The ‘new
‘democracy’ in Afghanistan, however, and the new breed of administrators (such as .
the energetic Wali Sahib of Bakkh Province and the Alakadur.of Kishindi) have
helped-arrest the process-of de-urbanization. Aq- Kupruk may grow again in'impor- -

tance as a commercial center.!'Probably the new trading center at “Sholgara will

continue to grow faster and remain the foremogt center in the region’” around Aq .

. Kupruk. This is “mainly bécause of the new motorable road running north and

N S : . . -

ciency in an Iron Age technology.”  Having been - :

south.” Whereas today the Sholgara bazaar has .many-fu-ll-_.time specialists, only.a. - :

. few have remained in Aq Kupruk,
. . B ‘.' :

1.3 Kabul during the elections of 1970.
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MeninAq Kupruk work on urlgatlgn canal carrymg water from thb Baikh Rwer to gardens and a mlll. -
_ ‘ N . . ’ ’ : ‘4 . S |‘ ' : o
R P i.' “After World War H, land began to lose its prlmary role asa traditnonal sodtce‘ :
R . of power in Aq Kupruk. In the past people had used their surplus cash to purchase '

: .. "7 moreland. Now, because most ¢capable farmers own land, their surplus cash is used *;
._ _ . " to purshase ad\ drtro comgnodnty and luxury items (radios, watches, clothing, fur- -+

« ' &' ‘nitidye, glassware, ga¥ lantétns, flashlights, etc.). Liberals may point out that the
. Y. 4 . systembleeds the poor farmer, but.I find that +this is difficult.to belibve in all cases.
S - \ : Many.sharecropper's I have known over the past sixteen years in Afghanistan,” Dr., -
.- >\ _ Dupree' writes, “are now. la downers‘—that- is, if they have proved to be good L

- D "-'.farmers. S f :

"\. L ) . N

.“. . .- i Q' .

SR : Elect ons for the thlrteér&h Parhament in 19.70 underscored the exlstence of
. .. . - . two Afghanistans: Kabul ahd the rest of the country ‘Vating outside the capital -
ST © " province followed ethnic, kin-oriented lines. This is despite the fact that there-has
,‘ "+ - beeff much intermingling ofsg¢hnic groups, especially in northern Afghanistan. But
S -tietrue power glite emerg® from behind its “myd curfain” in greater numbers.
““The elections ended, the votes counted and checked, charges and countercharges - ¢ -
- méde, th¢ Prime Ministep ofﬁcially released the. resulis over Radio. Afghanistan.” \' .
. Asviewed by Lbuis Dupre®, writing in 1971, the “‘composition of the Lower House ~ *
/ © 2 7. of the thirttenth Paslia ent remarkably resembles the eleventh, the last ‘rubber-
A . stamp’. Parliament.” The thirtéenth Parliaent continued .the *‘do-nothing™
., 4 ' pattern of its predgcesst; Legislative inaction was a principal factor contributing

o " to the coup which decurred July 17, 1973, The Lqwer House of Parliament, for -
L example, had failed to muster a quorum eightytw mes between mid March and o
Y .July,fortyinarWt;ntnlulVI . | e
TN ".“‘"’ o o I
e o : « " d L I
A.‘..J_M:._'_._M_.Ll‘__r ' . Y ¥




| ~ ° THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT OF BALKH -~ . A
T 3 . 'I:?ZA_R.I-SHARIF—SHOLGARAT-AQ.KUPRUK '
The provincial capital -of Balfgh Province is. Mazar-i-Sharif, The province is .
divided intofistricts which are called Algkadari. Aq Kupruk is in the District of - °
Kishindi, Alakadari-i-Kishindi, and was formerly.the district’s government center.” - -
: - Aq Kupruk was replaced as the governmental administrative center for Kishindi ~ -
- District by the town of Sholgara. This has led to an zcwase in the economic growth. .
.~ . and status of Sholgara and corresponding decreasés in Aq Kupruk. Along the un- '
.- paved road which connects the two towns, some families have moved to Sholgara. - -
Its attractions include not only a governmental and trading center, but also e
- Islamic religious institutions, a rapidly expanding bazaar, electricity, paved roads, - ™" + - - "
- medical faciliti¢s and, of course, the other féatures of an expanding urban denter. -~ = ¢~
.- The road is paved from Sholgara to Mazar-i-Sharif which offers a still larger ~ "~ -
. bazaar, several Islamic institutions inelyding the famous Blue Mosque, and gov-
- ‘ernmental agencies. From here there is régulat airplane and bus servite to Kabul.
.~ Mazar-i-Sharif is “the city” of the region in which Aq Kupruk is located. Not only
" ;. isit the center of national and provincial power in the area, it is also an airplane
* departure center for Muslim pilgrims performing a hajj to Mecca. Its resources are -
A extefisive. Those of Sholgara are less—-but growing. Both centers contrast with Aq
" Kupruk, * . - R

... ., - STATUSANDPOWERINAQKUPRUK . . .

. “The formal p0wer-struc(l'1re' in Aq Kupruk'is represented by the government .- -
hierarchy. Informal pressure groups ‘ajso play great roles in decision-making.” .
- These wére described by Louis Dupree in 1966. *‘An ethnic peck order,” :he sug- -
© - gested, “must be included in any discussion of the local-power structure. Here the - RN
; / -, .. few Pushtun occupy the highest position, followed by the majorjty group, the Tajik. -
o . Within the Tajik group, the Sa'dats (Sayyids) and Khoja feel supefior to the - |
general run of Tqjik. The Uzbak are the ‘low men on the totem pole’ in Aq Kupruk,
- ‘except for the Hazard, living in the hills-around the town. All residents of Aq
. Kupruk look on.theg with contempt. There is also a village of Moghul'south of Aq ~
- Kupruk, and they rank wit  Hazara at the bottom of the ethnic pecking order. .
- [Photographs illustrating the ethnft variety of Aq Kupruk are provided in Facesof - "
Aq Kupruk,] P
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-, Kishindi
- formed an informal council for the leader, the Alakadur. Although he does not -
.+ - consult them collectively, he often 1nv1tes a few to dlscuss the problems of their re.

e specti\re areas. h' v _ : , L v

“The Pushtun came to Aq Kupruk in 1949 fOl‘Clbly moved there by the_ .
government, after an unsiccessful revolt by the Safi Pushtun, who attempted to . -

- seize the Jalalabad garrison. [Jalalabad, south of Kabulé#is strategically $ituated-on

" the road to the Khyber, Pass, mountain gateway to the East.] The government then-
scattered these dissident lz over north Afghanistan. The Safi leader in Aq Kupruk.

ontrols a ‘gang’—and tHere is no better way to describe it. Although Aq Kupruk

peeple have no word for this type of informal grouping, sevefal such ¢ gangs’ do: .
" exist. The ‘gang’ chiefs usually remain outside the recognized village governing - .-~ -

- ‘bodies, but they are-consulted when important decisions must be made, such as

who shall clean"out the irrigation canals, who shall work on various other outside .
~ projects (such as my archaeologlcal excavatlons) who shall | go to the army,. and so

forth ”

e

_ The most intensive loyaltles center .around’ kmshtp groups, prlmarlly the
. extended family. In descending order of intensitygthe followmg list indicates:the

“usual chain of loyalties: the extended famtly, the informal * gang,” the local*’ethmc" =

- group, and the town -of Aq Kupruk -itself. This is changing in regent years, -

particularly since World War II. The heads of extended families have been rapidiy |

- losing influence as the Afghan Army ‘‘drafts the. local - ‘young men, as new
- development projectshave siphoned. off surplus labor, and as the secular schools -

.‘have set new ldeals and aspirations before the younger people.”

"The “gang” leader is'a relattvely new phenomenon It has developed as the
ethnic groups have become more mixed: The ‘‘gang” itself usually includes men

" from several ethnic groups, thus continuing to break down ethnic and tribal loyal-

* ties. The “gang” intrudes between the ethnic or tribal group and the extended
famlly to meet the new conditions brought about by the increased democratization.

in-the political sphere and the new ‘economic conditions brought about. by ‘the

development programs. A “gang’’ usually grows out of a work group (such as coal' o

mmebs, factory workers, or lorry drlvers from the same routes)

“Loyalty to the town of Aq Kuprik i is the weakest of all,”” Dupree wrote in 1966

‘‘because people still fear the government and prefer to have as ht:zie as possible to |

‘do: with it.” "Some people are openly aptagomstlc because it replaced traditional
" leaders with new :leaders chosen.in a more democratic mapner. No longer do

~ hereditary village chiefs, maliks, ruleswijth the assistance and advice of the village

_council of elders, rish-i-safidan. Each area-is divided into Kariehs, and every village
“or town has a number of Kariehdurs.” *‘Probably ‘ward leader’ would be the
" closest translation” of Kariehdurs. The people elect Kariehdurs every three years,
" but the central government ‘authorities’ ‘must. approve those elected. Just as

o 1-_ small-town officials in the United States make careers of small-time political jobs,
"+ .sodo the officials of Aq Kuptuk. Of the:three Kariehdurs I know reasonably well

tWo had been in office for twenty years and the other for sevgn »o
A local v1|lage councll, _/zrgah does riot exist officially. But both the Kanehdurs

ict had a- total of fifteen Kariehdurs for its 19,005 men, and’they

' ; and the Agakadur seek ‘out the village elders for advice and counsel. In 1966 the -

. 'Thus nattonal provmctal dlstrict and local governments infigence the lives of ... =
. the people of Aq Kupruk. Each of these has power and status. Bt the major forces.
*in human lives at Aq Kugruk are still related grimarlly to ethnic;bgckground,- -

family stattts, locd) frigndships, and workmg r atlonshlps w1thﬂthe vtllage

.
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POPULATION DYNAMICS IN AFGHANISTAN

Southeast Asia, is not considered an over opulated . roughly 63 persons per square mile, as agamst

Afghanistan unlike some- of its neighbors of populatlon of Afghamstan at‘ 16, 113 000 .
53
country ‘A United Natlons estimate in ? 68 set the for Indonesna and 415 for India.7 ( }/m
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"The rugged, steeply slopethountams, with their
! high altitudes, the barren, desert-like land and dry

- climate are only some of the factors that limit the

* population of this small, land-locked nation, sur-

~rounded by four countrnes—-—the Sovnet 8n
Paklstan Iran, and Chma.

Climate and land clearly limit the: country s pbp

“ulation. Agricultiral production has been stable

for many years and.the population growth rate is
moderate. Even though occasional cholera. epi-
demics, or outbreaks of malaria severely ccut into

“th lati h pula-
- the population, Afghanistan has a healthy popula- - feud also with neighboring groups. They fight over -

~ zan (women) zar (gold) and zamin (land)

tion compared to most - countrles of South and

Southeast Asia, -

'past glories -of warfare. -

- Other. factors also help fiold the populatlon"'
. down. A high rate of infant deaths has long been a
fact in Afghanistan, probably because. of unsani--

tary conditions in the home. Crude local abortion is

practiced, and sometimes there is deliberate neglect
.- of baby gitls, .considefed less desirable by Afghan

fathers than a baby son. Neglect of female children
is not, however, as common today as it used to be.

If an Afghan child reaches the age of two, he or she .'

‘has ‘a_good chance of attaining maturity,, :

One practice that affects both attitudes and -
lifespan is the feuding that goes on between the
~males of different families. People are sometimes

killed over what we might consider minor quarrels,
dlsputes for which they have no-locally available

“institutionalized’’ mediators such as courts of law.-
- Feuding is taken for granted by Afghans living in -
* rural areas. It is an acceptable method for ex-
- pressing grlevances - :

The feudmg, |nterest|ngly enough ‘is usually of’a
geasonal nature. For nine or teri ménths of the year,

_the people of rural Afghanistan are busy farming -

and sheep-herding. In that period, hard work proy
vides an outlet for their tensions and aggressive-

" ness. But when the slack season comes, men sit

Around the village or camp tellmg folktales about

- hear emphasize warfare and superiority of one

group over others. Conflict is quick .to flare up

S

N

lon, '

“The: rlvalry between young men is sharpened by g

competitive courting of female cousins. Marrlage

. with the daughter of the father’s brother is -

considered very desirable. A young Afghan man
will ﬁght with other young men to marry his young -
cousin, whether or not she’s willing to marry him.

-Actually most marriages are ‘arranged by the fam- | _
ilies, leaving llttle chonce to the young people -~
~ involved. =

ES /

Warfare and feudmg at‘e not llmlted to one

- group. of families-or to one village. When the season .

is slack and the men are idle, the urge is strong to -

The killing and property “destruction must be

_'equally dealt out and endured by both sides.

Feuding is not continued year round becauseif the
feud were to last into the agricultural season, val-
uable work and time, of great fmportance to the

family and community, would be lost. In. other -

‘words, the Afghans have a time for work and atime
for war ‘but the two must not overlap.

Partly because sons are lost through blood feuds, -

- large families are considered desirablée. A man with

.only three sons might lose then all in a feud. If he -
is old he cannot replace them. A man with more

- sons is almost sure to have som male heirs when he
- dies, and thus his offspring perpetuate the famlly
~ line. The more sons one has, the more secure is the

family line. A man with many sons usually has
more economic. power. They help %him work: the
land and pool their money to buy more land.
: _ - AN
I L R .

Despite Afgh'amstans sparse populatlon many

- people and agencies interested in the welfare of the

country believe that the introduction of \famlly

- planning and birth control practices, would bring
" improved public health, ‘better. edtlcatlon, and
~ faster economic growth,

{

i Tm Afghan’s 1nterest in havmg many sons is
' e J’bnly one of the factors to be overcome ifn trying to'

It is then that Afghan boys learn about'

o mascuhne superiority from their-fathers, uncles, .

and older men of the community. The talqs they

introduce family planning te Afghamstan In a_

“society where masculine superiority is the ideal,
_ men see a large family as proof of their vmhty If

birth - control is practiced by the wives, the

~husbands are likely to become angry. Also, there is
during this period of close contact in .a highly -
. charged atmosphere. . :

opposntlon to birth control by rehglous conserva- |

tlves .
'y o

- “




+. Traditionalist religious leaders think birth control | ~"and no-outright rejection of religious-

. but interpret its meaning jsoi as to support sonie
. forms of brrth control

"~ - some privileged people who see any kind of social
- and educational reforms})as .threats to their power

‘believe quite literally thl t God has planned every-

- to‘accept man-made pl

not only acce tthe idea ' _
: ..controly ! .P "l A _ To further advance the ‘birth control program,

The majorlty of Afghans afe MUshms, bellevers gulde ‘suggests. freedom to accept or reject ‘birth - |
in' Islan, 4ollowers. of the Prophet Mohammad.” control. Guidande implies no forced lgbllgatlons.
eliefs.
practices are contrary to/ the teachings of

ists,” now a predommantly utban minori}
incredsing in size, also cite' the Koran's auf

i Mohammad— as presented in the Koran, l\'lodern- " ‘AFGA slowly began to take shabe in and around: -

some trained people, but with. the money coming.
rfrostly from outside sources. In 1970 five clinics

%, ha,ndled about 100 patients daily, providing infor-
mmatlon and devnces to help avoid pregnancy.

lty

Whlle some modern Af h-ans do not oppose fam--

il .
ily planning or birth corjtrol measures, there are With the 'growth of the family_-gui dance program,

. the opening of new clinics and the introduction of a
~paid staff came.the problem of how best to servg
the women who wanted to practice birth control.
. Although the birth control pill offers a low: cost way

eadants, moreover, are
some religious leaders to -

and pregtige. Afghan
frequently encouraged b

“. thing for them. This can{make it difficult for the of reducing births, the volunteer. physicians who

s for the conduct of lifs,  started the program opposed the pill, and favored -
BEREE -~ mechanical anti-pregnancy devices. They believed.
Atghan women would ‘tire of the daily routine of -

. pill-taking-or simply-forget to take them regularly,
cancellmg thelr effect |

Despite the posrtrdn a small percéntage of
men, egpecially inthe ches, now accept the.idea of

family planning, and a|larger number of women
but actlvely practlce blrth

S _ Dr. Gregory Majzlin of New York State University,
" Even though Afghan women are trained!to"be -~ was invited.to come to Afghamstan to-obserye and

‘submissive and male-dominated, they have sou’r‘ce& -to\advise. Dr. Majzlin stayed in. Afghanistan for .
" of power, A woman may haye a subordinate role i

. - the public eye, but she is in control in the home. . 8aVe lectures on the proper way to take medic
. She chooses her sons’ wives and her daughters histories and keep records. He studied the pill’s re-

about five ‘months in 1969. During that time he

husbands. She also ‘contfols household activities, ~ Sults in Afghanistan and came away convinced that
the family money, and infiuences political opinion most Afghan women had much to learn about birth.
through neighborhood gossip. When enough * control. He found that, as predicted, a great many

* Afghan women rgalize the importance of family . Women tool\the pill for a. Whlle’ the“ stopped

planning, and learn about modern birth control

- techniques, they can be expecctéd_tube—a»powerful Dr. Majzlin reahzed' there were many obstacles 3
force to support population céntrol programs and _to progress, such ‘f poorly . trained personnel' :
_ 1mQroved hvmg condltlons for all Afghans - professional pepple with closed minds, lack of in- -

‘terest from administrators, hasty diagnoses and
An.organlzed program for family planning- unsanitary conditions. Along with Dr. Abdul

~ beganin 1968 in Kabul, the capital of Afghanistan. ~ Ghafar Aziz, the French-educated p'hyslcian to

It was begunaby a voluntary- association not ~whom AFGA owes 'its existence, Dr.. Majzlin
dependent Llf’)n funds from the Afghan develdped a survey to measure existing kndwledge, _
government. One of its first supporters was Miss  attitudes; and practices of Afghan famlhes in fam .
Kobra Noorzai, the first woman in any Afghan lly planning. .

Cabinet as Mlnlster of Health. \ ‘

Voo "~ An earller survey had indicated a hlgh fertlllty_' '

“Plann;ng” is a word “that ten&s to upset many _ratio, that 80 per cent of the families with four

_ Afghans, because theybelleve it suggests. unwanted . - chlldren or morc wanted to stop their family -

* governthent pressure. The/name; fir&ally chosen for . growth. Lack of knowledge of AFGA in outlying

~© the family planning program was The Afghan rural areas ‘indicated an. urgent need for more
',FamrlyGundance Assor}latlon (AFGA), because “}0 natnonwrde pubhcrty S

> . . )/

.

)

ybut - Kabul, with the' Afghan government supplying
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"The Afghan ‘amlly Gurdance Assaciation works

‘constantly to gain acceptance in spite of continued

conservative rehgrous opposltron And they do not

work @lone.” Many progressive religious leaders .

havé visited other Islamic countries to observe

family blanning actiyities.  Most returned to Af-
- - ghanistan as supporters-of the family planning
s .programs.\éonvmﬁeed that such programs have &

r;ghttul place .in the lslamic world

Supporting the AFGA and family planmng wasa - .

booklet publlshed in Arabic and’ English by an in-

stitution in Cairo called Al-Azhar, the best known -
_ and most prestlglous center of rellglous instruction -
. and .opinion in the Muslim world. -1t helped .to .

~clarify the family ‘planning program by explaining
< the meaning of ; ang. passages ‘from the Koran.

- The Al-Azhar book! t set forth. famfly planning

ideas in a moderw an practical manner intended
‘to offset rehgrous doubts. For example
1), The family is sacred and encouraged |
by'Islam. . . -
N _
2) Children are important as perpetua-
tors of the family and Islam, bt must
- “be trained by their parents to live re- -
sponslbly . ’

3) Islam does not forbld marrred coudles
" from practicing temporary birth ‘con-
trol, but mutual consent is absolutely
essential.

) Famlly plannmg cannot be |ntroduced
- as public law,.and therefore, cannot be .
¢ forced on any. individual.!

' S . .

-8) Several good reasons: can be used by
individual couples to justify birth con- -
‘trol. Among them: economic (the -

o _' .. couple cannot support additional chil-

- -dren); health (more children or chil: -

. dren spaced too close together would -
‘endanger thdhealth of the mother);
psychological (4 woman may WIsh to
stop having children in ordef to re-
main attractivé, so that she can hold
onto her husband and prevent pos- .
sible "divorce); bioIogica//f(hered_itary .
diseases in the family), A

- 6) Concernmg abortlorf If not havrng an
abortion is mere harmful than having -
‘one, abortion is permissible, but -
only up to.the fourth mdnth/of preg-
- nancy, ——t —— ./ e

)} Famlly planmng should alw ys be in- -
"cludedin the overall effort for popula-
~ tion control and be combined with in-
~creased - educational opportunities,
agricultural and- mdustrr 1 develop- :
ment. : .

.':_

ln the face of many difficulties the AFGA has
toperated fairly smoothly in thefcities during its-first
few years, but progress may be even-more difficult
-as"AFGA expands jnto the rural arg“
‘prejudice, ignorance, gnd migtrust of chan
style- all combine to. createstrong opp0s1t|on to

family plannlng among the less.egucated pedsants.

Afghanigtan is no exception; ho¥ever, for nowhere

in the "world has ‘the " introd ction of family :
- planning programs ‘found rea y ceptance by the -

/

'general populatlon g

as. Rehglous_
inlife .

8




: lg_hoja mulh_zh a_x;d fam_fer'in 1Aq. Kupruk; -

§
T e ISLAM o
Y S THE HAJI AND THE MULLAH
,‘ . ‘ _
Islam shapes the entlre structure of Afghan soclety It prcmdes not only a rellg
lous‘. code but also a full moral ethical, and legal system—-m short a way of life.

The hlgh water marlQ in the religious experience for most 4Mushm males is the
pilgrlmage (h ')to Me a, the holy city of lslam. Although the hajj 1s a rehgmus




. Before the apptarance of airplanes and hard-surface roads in Afghanistan and in -

‘much of Southwest Asia, a hajj might take weeks, montys, or years. Now it Bnot - . . -
! uncommon for wealthy Afghans to make at'least part of the journey by charter " . -

. ‘._.airplhne, although ,somgipj}lgrims still make the laborious, janney overland. IS

- . . ] !
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' ( ) _ lously beautiful mosque, graced by matiy blue-tiled‘:dgmes,' was built on what is bé- e

R o ¢

' .~ L . . . N ‘ ". .
‘,".:;'};.; ‘( .- .. . - /'F -
“An un'uéli?fﬂy.’flérge pe_rcéntage of Aq.'Kupi‘uk' men have made ;-haji to Mecca’

and are thus’entitled to be dalled hajji. Of the 19,000 males in jtkl,e Kishindi district o
-~ of which Aq Kupyuk is the capital, more than 1,000 mexf over/twenty yearsiold have. -

" Aq Kuprik region in comparison’ with other areas-of . fgh_an'istan:,, the Middle

- ‘completed a. pilgrimage to the holy city of Islam: _’Fhis i}l/‘i;ates the wealth of the =

- Bust, and‘Central Asia, The meh.of,'Aq'[(u:pruk_'invest high-parcentage of their. =
. earnings toward. performing -a ‘hajf. S L

Considerable prestige attaches to Afghans who.complete the pilgrimage to

.. Mecca. They may wear white turbans te.set themselves apart from the majority of

Muslims who eannot go. But the latter often aré able toVFsit Islamic shrines.of lgcal . - '

~importance ané~thus discharge some of thir réligious duty. ™ = .

" The mbst. sacred Afghan shrine is-in M.é'zaﬁi/-Shai'if,.'fhe'_largest city in northern ~ .
Afghanistan and within easy traveling distance from Aq:Kupruk. There a fabu-

lieved to be the Tomb of Ali, the Prophet's son-in-law and: successor, (4th Caliph).

- Sdhonpre_d' are the city and the tomb that non-Muslims are not permitted to enter .
L .- the interlor of the blue mosque. ' I
‘. Mo
. ' : s
o " .The fabled blue mosque at Maiarfi_-s,harif. IR )
‘._ - : R . ‘ . ‘ P s ) . ) . ) ) ._,.
. “Islam!permeates the entire fabric of Afghan society. Therefore the mullah,

" traditionally the religious leader, the scholar and reader of the Koran, and inter- -

 preter of law, has long held-a powerful position in Afghanistan. His influence ex- "

~ terids to every level—-in nomadic tribes, in isolatod villages, in provin'g:ial towns,-and .
.in rapidly mOderniz”-l/ng cities like Kabul or Mazar-i-Sharif. Aq Kupruk is’ no.

different. There the numerous mullah ate ho'rlo;ed,. ‘Most of them can read and
Kwrite. and their interpretations of the Koran are respected. They are: matried men

‘with families. A mullah can assist the believer desiring to visjt Mecca. Many mullah .

have been there and can help one make plans.’And since most of the mullah ir.l Aq
Kilpruk sypport themselves through farming, they represe t-the whole fabric of

: _Human lifsat Aq Kupruls They are involved in every fiber: re_li'gion,-le_aderghiﬁ and - L
- politics, family life, education, food _produet_ion,- and- trade. . - B . / .

o". ¢




. . i
Untrl very recently all Afghan Iawyers and Judges were alsp religious Ieaders.
44 Similarly, the village mullah was usually the medical advisor, whose  practice m tg]t
BBl well involve the use of magic as well as herbs. Perhaps more important, educatf®n
was tradrtlely exclusively in the hands of the mullah, who was very often the only :
, Ilterate ‘man in many towns' or v1l|ages - : : -_'* . Co
Except in the Iarger towns and cities, edrcatron Stl" is mostly Ilmlted to males It '.
emphaslzes reading, memorlzatlon, -recitdtion of the Koran. Until recently
few attended school in Aq Kupruk Blit now a primary school is active and a
' secondary education program is planned. Schﬁohng is becoming a goal in addrtlon g
«. .to.one' s ambltlon to goto Mecca. But nerther is consldercd for females. P

Charter fhghts are maklng it possible for more A*ghans to make the pllgrlmage
to Mecca and the mullah is giving up some of his powers as sole educator—keeper-
of the keys to-knowledge, But mﬁjermzatron in Afghanistan is still basically urban. -
The phase of rural modermzatron has yet to begin through most of Afghanistan; .
Institutional changes begun in the cities filter slowly. into small towns like Aq -
Kupruk. There, the mullah continiies performing his many roles much the same as .
ten. years ago, or a hpndred -years ago..
_ Young boys- contlnue to spend hot summer mormngs Iehrmng to repeat “There - . & \ _

is no God but God and Mohammad ‘is his messenger’’ (ashhadu anna la-ilaha-illa B
llahu wa anna-muhammadan rasuly’ llah) . Young gitls learn from their. mothers
" how to bake nan, the common: ﬂat bread, and to tie. beautlfully colpred carpets. |

Boys can look forward to having a horse, perhaps flying to Mecca and even becom- .
'mg a mullah. There are/i(o|t as yet equrvalent goals for thelr srsters :

* o * v :
. /" ' '
e ) ‘
7/ ’ .
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e Uzbak farmer selhng tomatoes in the Aq Kupruk bazaar on the weekiy' market day.

| ‘Itinerant pottery repairman in bazaar on market day A Taj he 'travels fromr
bazgar to bazaar in the. region. He uses a diamond point bow d ll and egg white to-

repair broken pots, teacups, and'so-on. Hls young son travels w1th '1m tolearn the -

[]
'

;»"Uzbak womian spinnmg locally grown snlk

, -.'.\

| "Tajlk barber and customers m the bazaar. |

 Tajik wopan prepar!mg soup for lunch B , o

“h-
t

Tajik woman With an Uzbik spinmng wheel B

Tajik woman weaving food bags for horses

o | A Khan of the Mohmand Pushtun tribe camped outside Aq Kupruk Hls younger '
... brother (with rifle) attempts to ensure-a trfnquil atmosphere ‘n which trading may
© take place. o
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Kelters in the summer, warriy in the winter, ‘but dark

teﬁns serve. the purpose. well

' .

" . and cats. Horses and donkeys.are tied wherever convement For it is, at. least on
' ﬁrst observation, qurte an mformal town. - :

-~ ..
)

Fifteen hundred men, more or less, and thelr families conslder Aq Kupruk the1r
‘home town, In addition they share it with abput three: thousand nomad famlhes
wh pass by once or twrce each year o

i thew&sr, the bazaar center for seyeral v111ages whnch are in the
ndmg arga. In its way"f' the town is a merclal center w1th a lengthy

Aq Kupruk, a town at the * ‘white brldge is an anclent human.habitation slte.._"'_—
- Tts mud-brick and mud-reofed houses set in earthen-walled compounds are cool K

:..
B ¥

‘There is no electrrCIty to light these dwellmgs though kerosene and gasolme lan-

- ", Goats and chickens wander freely in Aq Kupruk and so do. chlldren and dogs'
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‘upruk was also once the capita,l of the sttrlct of Klshmdi the Alakadar’

Kishm fi, It is in'Balkh Province, one of Afghanistan’s. twenty -eight admlmstratlve-'

isions and named for the" Balkl’ River which flows 'through Agq' Kupruk
azar-i Sharif, th.e provmclal apital downstream and to the north. .

YA ". / Th% ' is a seasonal rhythm to life at Aq Kupl;u ‘and a colorfulness. perhaps to R
S /. compefsate for the monotonous earth tones of. the. mud-built town agamst the T
‘ _und of rocl;y chffs and neﬁa,r;banren plains. - - . ST

ter is mostly bleak but occaslonally cold winds from the northeast blow. snow A
. g : 1ds away exposing a brilliant sun: As spring begins it is brisk and quickly warms R
Y =/ . tobringlife and color to the vegetation which grows along the rlver On the distanj
‘ ' : hi l] clumps of grass green from sprmg rams and longer perlods f ﬁyhght. Herdg "

-~
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~ Nomads pitching tents fo_r their stay atAta Kupruk.. ' .
. . \.\'/ ’ '

-of goats and. sheep climb hlgher mto the hrlls éach yveek followmg the ascent of
~ . spring to higher altitudes. As spring progreSSes, the mcreasmgly dry alr brmgs day

o after day of brlght blue skles o |
Nomad V‘S‘ts begm in spring and. gatl,iens are planted New lambs and goat krds o RN
~.are.nursed, flocks are sho n-of their. \mnter-grown wool : 3 o ’ R

o With gardens in, need of‘\tendmg, the shoppmg, tradmg, and sittipg around m !
the bazaar is an unaffordable luxury. All -hands are needed for work.: L

\“‘ - v . . ’ B
Wheat' rlpens in mldsummer and Whole families leave town to vlSlt uphill fields -
and hatvest grain. For awhile, the town is vn'tually depopulated, though someone is
_ always around totend the irrigated: crops in the lowlands adjacent to the town and. -«
= toassure that robbers do not have a ﬁeld day in the bazaar shops or prlvate homes '
. From the hrllslde wheatﬁeld harvests all come home. Gardens are at their pro- - | e
ductive peak Drylm and stormg foods contmues from: summer through fall. -~ /
' " Now townspeople can relax, especlally 1f the harvest has Been good Everyone is-
" " intownanditis a good time tq celebrate. Men.can wrestle and play buzkashi, the +
) popular natrOnal sport a rodgh game played by men on horseback ' .

. Horses have been grazed and exerclsed all summer They can be raced No' e ' - v
. formal;races, of course, ﬁust a little local competltlon. S L

Nomads pass by again, returnmg to th winter camping grounds on the: plams ”
* to the north. They might want tq,tace or trade and- can be counted upon 9"
_.some mte £st to a day S actrvrty in, the town R . __-,' e

e BN . . B | -




The t‘}?ar is busy in the fall, for sur lus produce must. be sold and‘ th|s 'ls the ks

' '.-_-_and colfler ‘days. New boots or shoes, maybe, and a brlghtly colored shlrt.

Everyone wants to exchange their sufplus for whatever they are short.- Raisins?

o 'Nuts? Cloth? A mlrror? Or a kn|fe and maybe even an automatlc rlfle? ‘ "" :

Farmers count thei fhvestock and determlne what to keep and what to sell. ‘An -
_ area near the grave)g/rd functions as the-steckyard<and farmers’. market where 5
- ——produce-and sujplis animals are traded or, sold. Goats, sheep. An ox. A donkey. -
- Chickens. A fine horse Baskets of wheat Corn Melons and tomatoes must be sold-
before they spoil. - : : :

J  goods as they passed thipough other towns, the mountain settlements of Hazara
" .peoples, and while campihg in the mountain meadows south of the town. Butter.
. Yogurt. Wool ad rugs. An extra goat. An old weak ewe that won’t survive further
- travel-and the winter on the plains. They will need wheat for bread in the approach-_
, . "ing winter. Along@the way they have stopped to graze their animals on wheat
" stubble in the hillside fields and leave, unintentionally, payments in the form of
. " animal manure fertilizers. In‘a sense Aq Kupruk is their town too,, They just use it -
" less often than those ‘who l|ve there all through the year -

It’s a good time for rxogmads to vlsltl for. they have accum‘lated produce and "

Preparations for wmter bring thoughts of school A bulldmg has: been con- -
structed- at one end of town near the buzkashz playmg ﬁelds The government -
" provldes a teacher, a man of course,, L I T S
3 : : -
Not everyone goes to school and the range n age of those who do is great “For - )
- centuries the day-to:day’ activities essential to sutvival have absorbed all the

- energies of all the people of Aq Kupruk. Now a few, almost all of them males, go to .

- school. Someday some may go away for advanced schoollng Wlll they come back -
: from Herat Mazar-i-Sharif or Kabul? D v

. will they be tnvl’ted to study m Samarkand Tashkent or Moscow? In Cairo? In . .
___’--rAmerlca? R , _ R S

‘e "

. time to pytchase warm clothing ahd perhaps a lantern for the forthcoming shyrter . .- -

For shopkeepers these are long an usy days Teahouses and mhs are. crowded ws

A o RELI(-'}ION:.'"" . L /

Rellgloys 8 constantly v|s1ble presence in Aq Kupruk There are almost a dozen "
mosques. Five times a day the ai g g’
. and offering advice from the Kbran. Monuments to saints, ziarat, stand .as mute
" - reminders of marg'rs to the faith. No pork is eaten.” Ritual handwashmg, ritual -
-+ bathing, and plu | marrlages are all part of Aq gKupruk llfe slnce everyone IS .
" . Muslim. _ : o
Many Aq Kupruk males have journeyed to the holy plty of Mecca in. far away
Saudi Arabia. A man is'proud o f#ﬁh‘w He is also pleased to return home whet: ,f
~ hig white turbdn, often’ the identf®ing mark of a hqjji, will make him the envy
+of those men who have not been to Mecca. Many Aq Kupruk pilgrims have visited _
. mosques at Shqlgara ‘and the Blue Mosque of Mazar-i-Sharif. References to{:r i
. hammad and ‘Al and Fatima ﬁgure prommently in the oral tradition of
'familles, _ YR .o

Y

illed by the voices of mullah chanting prayers = -
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.. . , '\.. ' W . .. | - Q o COMMERCE , .,.Q.'.' ’ o 5 R e
| ) S : ". " Atthe heart of the town is the bazaar There were one hundrgd and eleven shops LA
oA -open daily as-recently.as*1959. Then bazaar activity declined. Only about.seventy . /=
ot shops were open, and- -only twice aweek, by the summer-of 1965. During thé same
o G - period, bazaar activity hgs been 1ncreas1ng in neaeby Sholgara. which replaced Aq ce
e Kupru as the district adm1n1strat1ve center. Much of the area’s trade, teflected in '
D g& . b aar-actwnty, has also gone there. Aq Kupruk has less power and sta&s than it -
o 1.}-'{1’_3 L0 ze had CR _ BRI _ . R . ; .
L , -,-'-,'9‘ _." .._.-::‘. “ . . LW . .
e T Aﬂ Kupruk was a town perhaps even potentlally a small provmcnal cnty lt is- strll
? ' RS a town ‘but, lt IS becoming a“vnllage. L
Cae n? f the one~l1undred and elevén shops open-in Aq Kupruk in 1959, fourteen have

remamed permanently closed since 1961. Two of these ‘have been convérted to, _ff,' L

¥ k ‘ famlly resldences. Change is constant at Aq Kupruk Llfe is never statlc. |
o L 0*.0 Off n‘v 'ally in 1965 were forty-six shops 1nclud1ng one barber, one shoe repalr-"" R I
: g.man, an'gon. monger, and. two cloth shops, bazazi. There were three butcher shops, -

to repare ‘'meat in‘accordance with Islamic custom, five inns (serais), and nine tea- -
ses (chui:khaneh), Five sh0ps dealt in agricultural produce and shoes. Eighteen - .
were general stOres, bonJaraght. Each shop had a shopkeeper usually a full-time

speclallst tending dis buslness and craft on'a dally basis. - .. T
° “Some- shopkeepers were ~and are “part-time” spectalnsts."Farmers. in some ..
- “seasoris ‘and on some spec1al days, also keep shops. A farmer canalsoserve asare-. =~ ¢ . ,
: RS ligious: leader, mullah. There are‘roles for everyone in Aq Kupruk and many men - e
s T L e [sav\e ’several 1mporta'nt ones‘ e : R ‘
. o - ‘; D _° ]‘A . L !.‘ D R .?- g v"~' ) . ....l'- .
S S T N S g B e e s C
: R N T i Detall from inside an- Uzbak house. R o :

JA teapot and 'bowl res on "the shelf. On the pegs are: scisSors, coats, and Mushm prayer beads. g
R 'l‘*"w*';: daag o4 RV e ~ AR
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R Every Aq Kupr,uk shg Ir.ee r, whether involved full--or part-time,-is also a
~ * . landowner. Thus, when.h ar activity declined it was possible for-many to invest
. more of their timéin’ farmmg. though some surely. must have redlrected their com-

oo N "_f-_ - ) _merclal mterests to. Sholgara, ar some, other larger town.
N In dddltlon to the landownmg shopkeepers there are other craftsmen in Aq -
EEE T Y Kupruk Thelr work does not requlre a shop, -~ 4,

- 0 ‘ ¢+
v . o loes .

o ¥ i
_ S Three carpenters work whenever and wherever there is-a constructlon demand
&~ 0 o They and one iron worker; three mechanics, and four:tailors can perform their

e specialtles at home and travel elsewhere as their skllls are needed s

~ There are distlnct nelghborhoods in Aq Kupruk ethnicahy deﬁned They are
connected by walled paths. I T :
™ Khoja, Uzbak.. and Tajik share. Aq Kupruk-—-but they live apart. Uzbak live ...
E - peatest the steep lithestone cliffs on the sloping lands at the foot of a small moun-
SR ;;zj; tajn. Khoja-live on & Jarger piece of land- between the nomad trail and a dry wash
LA T gy which fans’ out lnto the. river Dear the bmdge. Tajik live between the bszaar o
Cedo and rlver. PRI ‘ -

}
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Across the b;idge fronf the government admlmstratwe center, there ig«,a school

and the bazaar, campgrounds, and the largest section of flat land in the town, Near ..
the bazaar and family’ compound$ there is plenty of ground -for the farmers’ .
. market, nomad campgrounds, a gravdyard, and a buzkashi playing field. Then the.

land rises agaln, its slopes terraced by centuries of tramphng by sheep and goats.-

o . _t_t LI T B S

- Aq Kupruk A smartoWn. PeopIe are born here, thhout beneﬁt of hospltal or

medical doctor.,Tax%‘N‘:& llected here and taken to Sholgara, Mazar-i-Sharif,

-and Kabuli" eopieworkhbr?nd worship five times each day. Sometimes someone
_ 468t than someone moving away. There are weddmgs. -
feasts, games. “Fhere are’ t‘req;rtent funerals for babies who die at birth or in infancy, .

e

less frequenflyfor their miothers who die with comphcatlons of childbirth; Fugerals
' for the olgare accepted. cblnﬂf Funerals for those males who die in blood feuds
raise high the emotional. pitch of the entire community. A town. A small town, it is

* full of life. Contemporary but ancient, Aq Kupruk Ls-homeioam.m%wumber -

of humans in a little- known area of the world
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AQ K PRUK, AN ANCIENT V\ILLAGE IN CENTRAL ASIA

; Smce the world began “peopIe have hved here’* said the whtte—bearded o]d man of '.

“Aq Kuptu /His pride,in this dry mountainous valley and in his vtllage seemed to assure

that. God must have lncluded\ Aq Kupruk in the: orlgmal act of creatton oL o

M kmd d1d come to this valley of the Balkh River qulte early I-Idmans have lived m'
and near Aq Kupruk, “White Bridge’in the Turkic language, for fifteen to twepty
. thousand years. Accordlng to'the availablé archaeological evidence, the area has been

;c/ontmuously occupied by humans since as early as: 18,000-13,027 B.C, and the vtllage' " _
/ sxte since around- 2000 B.C. Quite a long time; = o T

.’ v

Aq KUpruk may have been one of the earhest agrlcultural develépment centers. ]

Archaeologlcal ‘excdvations in the area have indicated the early use of grams, bar]\(y
: and wheat and ammals, mcludmg cattle, goats, sheep, and fowl

The site’ has served as a river crossing and traveler S stoppmg place for thousands 4 ._l

of-years: It is located oh a major route connecting the Mediterranean ‘Basiri argas with
,Central Asia and. China. Greeks led by Alexander- the Great and others, Persians,
Arabs, perhaps even Marco Polo,.Mongols led b)’Genghls Khan and others, Buddhists -

.- from China and India, Russians, Eufopeans—all these and more have passed through~
-fand perhaps stopped for . awhlle at ‘the site bf Aq Kupruk

3

Conquerors came and feft. Emptros clalmed the area as.a- part of their territory. Mi-
grants passed through on, their way. toward: some opportunity ot away from some
* dangek.. Some stayed. Annbally, nomad caravans still pass through, trade a little, and

- , share¢Ht news. Then they resumé the cycle of travel which brtngs them to highlandsin. -
- the warm montbhs, Iowlands in the cold months somettmes passmg Aq Kupruk. tWIce L

each year. ‘r- SR S o
X . S . '- . !\

Change has come before and Will come agam from p{ehtstortc site to hlstoric camp- |

L}

o

-ground and bridge site .and then village and" town statud, Aq Kupruk developed.” .

Recently it has begun to decrease agam in size and seems totbe returnmg tG lts formet’

‘status asaavﬂlage \,/ Lot Ay
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There have been good times gnd bal long summers and short ones. Crops havé been

" bountiful some years and in others havie been poor, Too little rainfall has been followed
. by too much, Drought and flood di ease, prospemty and poverty are known to the
- people of Aq Kupruk \ o . .

=

" The air is dry Sunlight it brllllant ralllatmg through the usually cloygless sky The_ o |
* hills gte dry. The river is the only de er;g‘able supply of water. It collefts the flow of

springs and creeks in the mountainoys Hindu Kush to the south of Aq Kupruk and

" carries this flow northwestwardly, from the Balkh to the Amu Darya. and then across
the Soviet boider almost to the shrinkin Aral Sea, . L

v
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¥ he Bal IMver ﬁows throug)) Aq Kbpruk bringlng Yital llfe-sustaining wate to
‘ man, animals, and soll. - ®-




lemg in cavehke mud Brlgk homes surrounded by thnck mud compoun walls, Aq' ,'
Kupruk families live close to nature, not much differently than in times past.’S ring

brings rain to nurture the wheat planted on hillsides. Summer heat §i ens 1t to provide .

. . a harvest of grain and vegetables and fruit. Fall brings cooler days and final harvests,
- time and reasons to market arid trade in the bazaar, Passing caravans bring opportu- -
~-nities to exchange ideas and goods with others,. Islam. provides. Opportunitnes for re-
ligious celebrations. And winter is a tirffe to consume the stored;crops, patch harnesses
" .and saddles, repait s| s, and prepare for the forthcoming spring. “People have lived _
" here since t‘he world'. ga»p,” accord,ing to the. whnte-beardedx old man.. )




Notnads pag:sin'g throngh“At;’ Kup

o

Aq Kupruk people are acd ustomed to the annual:_'.
visits'of nomad groups who an be expected to pags’
.by during the warm months between May and Sep-

T

‘tember. These Pushtun nomads:number as many .

as'three thousand families'and they use an ancient

" trail along the Balkh River.\ It-enables them to
- make the tents, set them up, disassemble, repack,

“approach Aq Kupruk from thg north as they § jour-

U ney southward into the Hind Kush Mountams .
' - ~ . animals..

‘With 'camel 'l)ells swmgmg anc
- usdally arrive between mid@ht an

bouncing, they :

__-.-buckets made from Russian gasoline cans,’ drums,
_ and even lambs, chlckens, pets, and c_1ldren

f 1 broid'ered with_gold and silver decorative jewelry
-and sequins, perhaps the envy of more somberly8’

*decorated with coins or mall medgllions,\can' be

cladyAq Kupruk females Their ﬁd-vel s, often

pujied across the1r faces t the slgh of ast nger.-
: '

uk. The word nomad_deri;_/'gs_‘fgom 'a.Greek_terrn meaning one who'_ibdnders Jor pasture.”

NOMADS R T

_ .dawn, moving.
~into the tradmonal campmg areas 04 th and south

-"sustaln the families ontheir long orbital réute.

_,'such as-money ‘or- land

l,. -

_" ) . - - ) B ..‘I‘ --.'..‘/. - |
They sometimes ride on top of the swaying camels,
especially if they have young babies. But most of .

. the time they. are scampering after straying -

children or .animals -while: the men, rifles slung
“casually over the shoulder, keep the caravan-:
moving along the centuries-old. route...Women also -

and repair them. They pack and unpack the
‘These - Pushtunn nomad. womepi -cook; -
process milk. to make cheese and other products,.
and, of course, they bear -and raise the children. .
‘Yet, from- the viewpoint of - some of - ‘the -
house- bound women of Aq Kupruk the nomadlc

: meen are free

" Nomad men care fo the llvestock Horsés and . -
-camels, sheep and goats, chickens, and othe' ani-
mals are all brought "along B U ST

act, nomads must maintain s12able herds 0

“Poor”’ nomads retreat to settled communities,
either: permanently or long enough to expand their
“herds, perhaps also: acqurrmg wealth in other forms .

Lo
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’/ In: Aq upruk and elsewhere in “the reglon,

. nomadsgre called maldar. The size of their herds
‘of sheep” and goat indicates wealth. They can be
‘expected also to own the ﬁnest horses, another sign
of prosperity and status. The. term. for insulting -

. these nomads is: kuchi, It is not used among the -

_gypsies, jats, who pass through he area sellmg

maldar themselves.” And there\lare groups of

e charms and workmg as. seasonal aborers e

Of the wealthy maIdar, Aq Kupruk farmers °

' speak in hushed, seemingly embarrassed tones. -

They fear thesggnomads, though it is necessary to
- engage in commerce With them over-almost a third

of each year. Aq Kupruk is'on the summer end of -

* the nomad grazing and trading cycle. In the winter -
the maldar barter their herds for' manufactured
.. goods--tea, "salt, sugar, tobacco. In the remote
- mountain villages they barter the manufactured

- goods for local produce, perhaps nuts, fruit, shorn

wool or livestock: Operating a kind of camel ex-
_ press, they may take valuable goods on consign-
ment to be sold in a.distant bazaar. They are

= “n Y LR . N
Gy R O A S

Nomad Camps outside Aq Kupruk R L

‘a period- for conducting
singing songs, drinking tea, smoki )hg thelr water .
‘plpes. and perhaps huntmg game.

‘trusted to return the proceeds on. the next pass

B -through the reglon Thelr tradmg is always brlsk_',"-
- and often somewhat suspect 'to the Aq Kupruk -
*_farmers, . . o

\ : .
The nomads have qradltlonal rlghts to graze thelr o

flocks on the same fields‘each year after the
harvests. Their sheep and goats eat the wheat . -

stubble on the hillsides. The manure is later plowed

_ under by the landowners whose soil is thus-enriched

~at no direct cost. Villagers, nomads, and. their-
livestock ‘live interdependent llves, each aﬁ'elting Lo

.and needmg the other, . = ' S

villagers to watch over the s permltting them

~‘While in camps near th ? nomads often hxre L
u bazaar,

siness. ln the

Each nomad group represents. a klnshlp umt .

- Usually there ‘is, a father and his sons of an . .
extended unit with father, son, and aduilt grand- -
~‘sons. The camps have from five to twenty tents. The

larger number are more typical.near Aq Kupruk.

oy . .:'.__‘_ "“i.‘ .
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- swing south from the dry Turkistan Pl
- along traditional routes in a predetermmed ordet.

" The men care for the livestock whlch travel at .. .
- - They depend upon one another commercially but

. _Rclated groups may spht up durmg the summer for

apimal forage is- sparse in the regiqp, even at the

* height of the growing season, It may also be easier

*"to toorginate smaller traveling groups and, more =

" units mhy have more opportunities to-trade: 1n the
" winter, - however,- closely. related nomad- groups
“ com¢ topether for winter carfip on the Turkrstan
' Plams north of Aq Kupruk '

TR As in other nomﬁdlc cultures, _the cyclic. annual .

. migrations of these Pushtun are from  lower to -
"‘ \\%Lbsgﬁher altitudes followmg the seasonal climatic
"~ . patterns. They spend ‘'winter in lowland valleys an(l-
summer in highland meadows, making an rrregulag

orbit between winter-and summier forage producin

- areas in the northern' watershe .area of the Hmdu

Kush- Mountams

Throughout the s"'mmer thdusandz of maldar
ins moving

higher efevations, foraging vegetation growing in

_the rich loess soil, At lower altltudes, other routes :
are used by th !

ofe not encumbered with hungry
herds of livestogk. The trails lead’ to mountain
highlands ‘and then turn north along the. Balkh

River passing through Aq Kupruk. From there the

maldar travel near . Mazar-i-Sharif, Balkh,

'~Sh|barghan and Maimana in the fall. They return

—agdin in th‘é"s‘pr’f g to repeat ‘the annua travel

pattern . N I

Large Pushtun famlly groups follow their herds.
..Gypsy groups. pursue trades and provide seasonal’

~ labor. Groups claiming to be Arab and who.are

posslbly jat trymg to pass as respectable Arabs also

. tents are white like! t
} _bz drlaprdated

.- Sangchanak, a. large bazaar center.

'people, function -as holy men,

travel the nomad rputes as seasonal laborers Therr

G\rb ps. of more probable Arab
gin pass west .of Aq Kupruk, campmg near .

The Shatkh Mohammadr, also “w‘hite tent”/ -
selling amulets -
assuring good fortune and trade goods such as .
shoes and leggings from the Hazara leather crafts-
en in the Hindu Kush Mountains. Their tents
and their wares are. characteristic of traders from

_the Arabian Pemn ]a from. whrch they clalm to
 have, descended ST ,

b

coy

- Socially, the varipus s nomad groups have lrttle to
do with Aq Kupruk people They sell items in the
bazaar and purchase - grains from shopkeepers. ;

Their migration being annual, many nomads have -
" developed business relationships with shopkeepers
- and these are continued from year to-year. But the

" sedentary and the nomadic peoples are not close.

remam mdependent

Spring, summer, and fall, ‘nomads travel th.rough'
and around Aq Kupruk, many stopping for a few

-days'to trade and always to swap gossip and news. .
'When the maldar depart.in the fall-and head north -
efor winter camp on -thé Turkistan Plains, the
- townspeople of Aq Kupruk heave srghs of rehef

. ~If for example, the nomads. drd‘o‘ come : to Aq |

,effect upon trade and thus on the way &f life there
In fhe bazaar there might be surplusés of some

Kupruk ‘some year there would be a qnsrderable o
- products, shdrtages of others. The: nomads would -

: : Nomads south of Aq Kupruk | | .

se of Arabs, but are likelyto .




., ‘experience similar effects. And, if for somk unigpe

- reason the nomads could notleage the plains in

spring but had to stay there forever the things they -

- know and the sizes’ of their herds and treasure

.
RN

1

-. , )

” \
o

. boxes would be rediced very quickly.” They would
have to make adaptions in life style or they would

- kegpers of Aq.Kupruk are to the nomads. . .-

. 'The nomads are less well kni)w"n than the people -

’

\_ not survive. The nomads-are as essential.a part of .
.- ‘the life' of townspeople as the farmers and shop-.

. who live all year in Aq Kupruk. Yet they are likely -
- to have reservations similar to thgse .of towns- -

people—but in reverse. Nomads too tend to be less

fond of farmers and shopkeepers than their“own’”

- people—other maldar.

 NOMADROUTES - - -

“w. " SYMBIOSIS - -

» -

{  While each hymah being, whether n_o'r‘r'lad or Aq
Kupruk resident, ‘is free to express }he . friction’

which occasiondlly occurs between the two groups,
there is no institutionalized procedure in the Aq
Kupruk region—outside  the blood  feud—for

mediating disputes. And none is needed. Blood.

feuds are avpided by both groups, Each seems to

realize that for all the differences, the two groups
are symbiotically related. The. settled residents of .

.the town and the migratory nomads, their respec-

tive’ herds and animal produce,. - their .social .

practices ‘and. economic “functions, are, comple-
mentary'av; ‘interdependent... oot

N T . ;'. R N
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Prayer beads invhand tho Aq Kuppuk school teacher makes a pomt durmg a conversatlon. His karakul
Peman 1amb, hat is a prestige h\em. Soare the wrist watch and writing penin his pocket. Carrying
prayer beads is a’ typxcal practlce moxtg Muslims. [
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The' mhapltants of Aq\Kupruk are Mushms

" They have been discipleg of the Prophet Moham-
~mad sSince around the ténth century A.D. In that.

~ time the leader Mahmud, who lived in the town of

»""* . Ghazni, sent, his trodps to spread Islam southeast, -
southwest; and northward across what 1s now Af- .

ghanistan

o 'The "fer\gor'bf -these_Musl_i_ms eneouraged_.the .
. bconversiOn of the Buddhists, Hindus, animists, and

“the few Zoroastrians and Christians to Islam. The

- people of the-hills and valleys north of the Hindu g
Kush became Muslim.and they dbntinue to practice

wthat faith more than nine hundred’ years Ilater.

~Mahmud of Ghazni, that ancient town. south of -

Kabul was a man ‘ no small mﬂuence. o

Today, no one'in Aq Kupruk is known to
profeéss belief in any religion other than Islam Yet

traces of old%ﬁ beliefs can still be found. Certain -

marriage customs, occasional ' references to
- witchcraft, and the practice of erecting shrines to
martyred saints, all suggest the.retention of pre-
-Islamlc beliefs*and rehgtouspract&es

As do othet rellglons ‘Islam has divisions. There

are two- major ones. About 90 per ‘cent of Muslims -

in the world are followers of the Sunna, which

means ‘‘tradition,” and they are called Sunni. Not:
“only are they the overwhelm g majority but they_

| are also the old&t group within Islam:

Most non- Sunm Muslims are’Sht 'a, whose sect
orlgmated early in Islamichistory as a result of
.. glisagreerhent .over-who shiould be the successor to
.- the Prophet Mohammad

“In Aq Kupruk all are Sunm Muslitns though

. 8hi'a have lived there at times. In Afghanistan,
.~ about 80 per cent of thespopulation is Sunni. The
*. . major exceptlon are the Hazara, who are Shi'a; An
ethnic group of, Mongol descent, they predommate' N
in the v, ﬁSt mountainous’ Hlndu ‘Kush - reglon

between abul and Aq Kupruk

MOSQUES

Flveo times each day throughop‘t Islam the.

) rehglous leaders ¢limb-to the top of their mosques

~ and proclaim. the faith, Five timgs each day they

~ remind the faithful of the five pil lars of Islam, of
one sa'obhgation to Godg .

LI

————

- From it the princip.
. Madrasah- serves b

. 'geometric figures. But among the mosaics and

b . . . [
- v e
. .
o _g .
T - . s N .
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. '. . * R . . _..- ; ..
The mosques in Aq Kupruk are slmple,

- undecorated structures of the. same mud that is

used in a]l the houses, They provide no minarets for -
the maullah to climb, In Aq Kupruk the mullah
issue ‘the calls - to prayer- from - raised steps or
platforms in the mosque compound. - There are, -
howeve_r, large. and ‘beautiful mosques as near as
Mazar-i- Shar?f the provmclal capitgl north of Aq
Kupruk. In Mazar the mosque is resplendent with
turquoise and gold-colored mosaic domes. Islamjic
scholars study here. and religious festivals are well
attended by local inhabitants-and pilgrims. It is be-

lieved by many Afghans to be the burial site of Ali,

‘son-in- l:yw and ‘successor to the Prophet

LS )

; Aq Kupruk had seven mosques in 1962 and of "
“these all were Sunni. The one’Shi'a family had

_moved away, perhaps to a town wheie their sect -

.. had -a ‘mosque. Two of 'these mdsques were
_ -_cons1dereq to be large by Aq Kupruk standards :

1 .

By 1965, Aq Kupruk had eleven mosques, most
led by mullah who earned their living as farmers at

- the same time as they served the religious needs of

- ~~the community, Only the five largest mosques pro--

vide for full-time mullah. Not one has the large

mosaics and minarets sq often associated with . -

Islamic architecture. Religious practices are takeén o

- seriously .but expressed slmply

1d Gah is ‘the m #or ‘mosque, in Aq Kupruk

h as § mosque and as the
mosque school, for Aq Kupruk 'has -both parechial °

- and public school programs: a mosque school and.
a government school. Alakadari is the downtown - -
“"" mosque near the governmental administrative cen:

ter. Turighar, Donai Julgah, Lahmi, and - Sokhtan

_-are other mosques. Two small mosques have no. -
. names but are slmply designated as “places to .
',_pray (masﬂd) . o

: ,'-.
- Islam formally forblds the estabhshment of -

. saints, It discourages. emphasis upon personality

not .j
r'l'p‘here-

are no photographs or' stafues or paintings’of . < - .
' 'humans elther in mosques of on tjlelr grounds o

cults’ and—mosques, to provide an.example, a
' permltted to have-images of human ﬁgures

used as decor. Color is used extenslvely and so are

.‘.'

riday sefmons are'delivered. . - -

Calhgraphy, the art of beautlful handwrltmg, s




’Regard“less, the pedple: of Aq ‘upruk "coxylnuéd -
‘.:,;oo designate. saints and_ creafe “sfirinés,” Whefhe
these. f)vaptmes mghcate the- survxval of pre-Istamhik:
beliefs ot. not, 1o oné: tbday womes 'ab,dut it yery
mi h;vThere are five shrine sntcs, 2 ‘

"heaf the town-No festwals hond¥thes
“‘for that maﬂer, do'the. peogﬂe se
much a‘bout~the partlcula‘r mlrac.le ;; ]

-,3! "

about thgm..’l‘hgy,,.qre thb%'l‘h.ey ar
H(!w -fhe .ﬁamtf came 1 '1"-_ 1§

onte’, mg‘iegﬁ,nds, howeve :
ated “with the; Zigrat- -i-Khojd JBofand !
rqpoi*ted to. have hw%a ,samt ly Widier ‘who ali

Ati"Zia,rat i Chopan Khoja for example, r%gt%‘h-
"+, east"of town of:a, hill; an inscribed ‘marble torgb- . ; a,vg.-‘ .
‘stong: is. described by the_elders as having 'been, ,.ﬁred a’rifle to.warn Ag’ Kugi‘uk mhabltants‘when ‘
present in. ‘the ' days- of. thelr fathefs.,A;p arently it°, sdanget threatened Some wilk. -gwear:on the’ Koran\M
dlSappearcd many years'ago. Of- the ‘saint hbnpred “(Islamfe. scriptirre’of Bable) that. xhcy heard suich. @
s by Ziarati- Ch0pan ‘Khoja, no one in:Aq Kupruk "~'shof fired f’p warn of & chiglera epidemic that klllqd §
: w'eporis any naemorx.of him gr h:s mr*racle. . _,‘ four tesidehts of Aq Kupruk during the~summer of -
e - '1965. Sweamng on- g)e Koganis'a very serious act. A S
v An town the Ziarat- Shaheed Baba is reportcd to-, - féw local skeptics did not accept this explanation;’.” ,'._ ‘
o hou$e A samf who was martyred. Indeed, the term ~althq;ugl'ut was sworn upon the scrxptut'é Most ar;: oo
o & . Shaheed" means« martyrﬂd M Was there sucl) a_' ' reported 1?0 have belaeved PO

v,. N
\_ . -'. .

- B R4 R net . . ()° -
. . . RN :

| Qne of the rmarfd\' mos’ques “tn the quern sectton of Kabul. the capttal pf Afghdh‘stan Modtwes in Aq ;
Kupruk are smali uhado;n.ed, mud- constructs scarcely dlstmgmshable amongfhe housas &q}{upru SN
‘has ¢lgven niodest mosques w‘here Muslim behevers focg attentgum on qu and mans dutfes;uvef S




- ”rpected”co 'éonta{ hand of brass, a panjah which

reptesents; ac{:
'h P mas ‘husband and the son-in-law
:~ot ohamm‘ad Bité of brightly colored cloth flutter
! ft&uﬁ the Wrat. whiose visitors tie*the cloth. to- the

Saintsice reqyested to.dommynjcate the believers’
ed to-Allah who it is hoped will ‘grant a faver. -
v‘-y'dles and pottery lamp can also be,a part. of a,.
shitne’ sequrpment wothy '
%?,be‘uskd?m Aq Kupru :

#s ziarat and grave
decoratroqs Pla, .but not in
contempotary Aq Kupruk "Some old- men of Aq”

'decorated focal ziarat but the Hazara hill villagers
~stole thesé|to place on shrine§’ for their own saints.
T 1If this wassthe case, .the__people of Aq Kupruk
e apparently ‘neither - reclaimed the’ horns nor

_' --provrded rew ones” . |

Y

' One oldtman told of placing’ horns on.the grave -
. of his fathér so that it could be d|st|ngulshed from-
the. otherWise identical- graves' on -thrée _hillsides
outside of town In addition to ldentlfymg a par-
ticular grave, ‘horns from a mountain goat .
- symbolize admiration of strength apd stamira. It
" - ¢ould, bg believed that the- vigor of #n animal cBuld ~
be passed on,to tionored ‘men for use in their after-
~ life. Just as a hunter may employ animal sking and
" 'hans in his dress to give him success, he * may
expect to secure gaod luck by.placing the horns of -

_ the besft anlmals kllled on the graveﬁ of sarnts
lslam also forbrds wrtcheraft ‘but,: though httle
& discussed, witches .are believed to-exist by some in"
Aq Kupru’k Old men tell of post- menopausal”

" women turning into wrtches and. using: straw. dolls :

_in placing! curses on indiyiduals. ‘They appear
- . "unicomfortable while discusing . the subjeef,
" -however, and one reported that the last witch was’

- whrch eou‘ld counter the evil: spell of wrtches

Amulets are bought by. the. faithful in *Aq,
R Kupruk from the nomadlc _Shaikh, Muhammadt

""':"'-T,&Pound}Aq Kupruk can be ex-

dgfocal legends, either the
-s daughter Fatima, or the

rme as a“remrnder to the saint, of their requests. .

“Kupruk®laim that' mdny m0untamgoat horns 6nce

-. stoned to death “long ago” in the ‘“days of our ..
fathers." The part-time mublah, patticularly those -
-who cannot read, have admitted knowing rituals -

whose tradmg route passes nearby (ref. Non)ads)
These ornaments are: guaranteed by the. passing -

against mlsfortune They are claimed to be effective

~ assurance agalnst the loss of a lover

»

- Aq Kupruk
" legends relate to the times of Al-Bud, the idol; the

“*Buddha. There are vast carvings of Buddha on -
*'stone cliffs and in caves in the geographrcal area
‘which are believed to have been done in the sixth -

- century, A, D e R MU

o

- political center for centuries. A main route from
\northern to southern Central Asra passés-through

the site. On the ancient Silk Rou;e between Chinese -
- "and Medrterranean centers of civilization, the town
for :
. example, is one of six early Kushan column bases -

" is’a museum. Supportmg a, teahouse wall,

‘dating from the first-.century’ A.D. ‘Serving as.a

table pedestal, another of th@e columns decorates. |

..still-another teahouse. (pictute, Bazaar) ‘The

Masjid-i- Alakadarr, a local mosque, contains four

~.ancient columns in its structure. The people of Aq
‘Kupruk today know  nothihg "of the Kushan
Emprré

‘betore Islam,” p_tshx'l_ -Islam or quabl-az-Islam.

" Near one cave, € )L:avated in 1962 and 1965 a

‘sellers, if not believed by the buyers, to protect -

* qgainst all sorts of things from'lead porsoning to -

Although Islam has beeri dominant m the'are_a of
r at least seven centuries, many local ., -

.They refer to the columns and -mhe .
. » .Buddhist pamtln‘gsm nearby cayes as simply “from -

Loeated at a crossmg on the Balkh Rrver Aq S ‘
Kupruk has been an-important commercial and-

.gpectacular geological formation, a natural’ b”dge- -

was found.. It is.called the “Sying of the Daughter "
of the King,” Gauz-i-dokhtar-i-padishah. For the -

story to be true she would have had to be a giant

“girl." According tq Jegend, her~swifig broke and
she fell and was Killed on the other side of the =
Balkh River. Her heartbroken father supposedly‘ ~
buried heron the spot and there is indeed a mound -
just opposite the natural brrdge One archaeotogrst
avel in. this mound, but local.
urnor that he. removed--the .

- found nothing buyt gr
resrdents spread a

- “girl's'’ skeleton . at ‘night. -Said one man of Aq -

. Kupruk, “Wedo r}dt really object after all' she was’' -

not a Muslim.” -
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Women have subordlnate stat*ls at Aq Kupruk '
) Afghan cylture. teaditionally has bcen male ori-- 8
;._ ented and male dominated. . ..

Kx nstory of Afghémstan. Warfare has prob-

L ably gen one of the most srgmficant factors-until -

l very fecent: ‘times in determining the, status, of
b w&en "Mhought to be physically inferior as war-, -
R #i0rs and Hunters, women have been pliced at a -

..« »disadvantage by the high value placed«upon martlal
/_‘- 3 skills by,-Alghan cultures. o

r.-'—, _.__,.—&'

Women have been kept lh the home. There they
tended the young, aged or ill. Most |mportant they
. bore- children- to - insure the survival of tbenu~
particular group. ) \ R Y
TR v . : ) R Cos
Y." . Since women themselves were commonly part of L

~ the. spoils of war, they- were ‘jealously’ guarded -
" against capture. Like the.Spanish conqyistadofs -
who ¢claimed the Americas. “for God, Gold, and -
Glory,”" generations.of Afgharis have scaled.their -

A ﬁag ed mountains and. crossed the .dry hot plains
v for “Women, Gold and <Land"' ~Zan, Za‘l- and '
- Zamm SR _ Cot

L

e e Male dominance in-Afghan culture is displayed & *
.* _,.even in the female's: most important role, that-ot :f "«
' : '.chlldbearing A wife’has not satisfactorily fulfilled ’
" the obligation to- her 'husband until she has pro- -
duced male childeen. This is clearly filu8ifated, for
. example, in kinship deslgnatnoyk Among the sev-
“eral: languages spoken:in Aq%Kufruk, there are
. _separate terms for an unmarried girl, married
. woman with no children, married woman with-4, - |
+ . daughter, and married woman with a so‘n Only the .
~ Jast conters the full status of “woman.” The birth - ‘3
,“of & son.establishes.the fertllity of the female, - |
./ announces the virility of the male, and -pyémises
"/ + the.continuance .of a male dogainant, patrilineal
- . family line. In:an area like Aq Kupruk, wheré one .
. of every three children'dies before the age df.two,
-+ responsibility for the sumval of the family is no\
W -edsy burdeh‘. , Lo

Uzhak women and children from a nearby vnllage visxt thelr
'relatnves in Aq Kupruk, (Photograph by J osephine Powell)




‘ Women do have some poWer and status even in

'+ so male dominant a culture. Daughtérs may bring

both prestige and profit'to the family. By carefully

" arranged marrlages-—-negotlated _by the 'mothers of -

... the prospective bride and groom—wormen increase, -

= ‘the' wealth and 'influence of their own family and .

| the’fafmly of” the husband. Girls generally are mar-
.+ ried between the ages of sixteen .and nmeteen

. o Thelr husbands ‘are generally older

To assure the marriage potential of a glrl older -

- women teach them the skills valued in Aq Kupruk

~  women, ‘The ability to spin wool into yarn or to tie

: cdrpets, for example, greatly enhances their value
as wives, ) S P

Islam)c tradifion, tnterwoven wtth conVentlons of
older local tribal origins, influences the status of |
women. And although changes in.women’s status

ST are occurrlng more rapidly today, these traditions
*- . .. Yor many.-centuries determined the rele and-the

power of femalés.j A chief means-of control was the

institution of phr&;\lah Purdah. requlred the segre-

_ . gation of women rovn all men except-their. imme-
.= . . djate male relatives. As an extension of purdah,
' " wpmen were expected to wear a sacklike garment
. cdlled a burqa whenever they appeared outside the
hope. The bunya. also called a choudry,covered the
entire: body with only an embroidered lattlcework

J;‘r“

-

. Islamlc Law Sharz a, does not support "purdah. -
'~ " Neither dgeés lt prohibit the isolation .of women. In
~ fact, the

sions jie-made for diéposition of profferty, inheri..
. tancc, marriage, and divorce were -more liberal
‘toward . wotnen than any tribal customs then in exis-
“~tence in Arabra He everi sought to prevent wealthy
mep:from accumulatmg an extravagant number of-
wivgs. “Four wivés,” the Prophet decreed, should.
- - ' be,the max:mum He jalso stlpulated that each
S shgtﬂd recejve equal treatment and rights. But cus-
s atgmin Afghanistan, as'welt as in other parts of the
- l'(elm orid, proved sfronger thar 'religious re-
S fo;m? Muslims in "Afghanistan have incorporated
_____ - the pra‘ktl'ce of purdah ingo orthodox belief, addmg
S to) 1t a rehglous sanctlon e, _
- " ) ' 4
“The speclﬁc origins of purdah are lost in history,,

;’4.@‘.' Some say that the -isolation ‘of women, like the . burqa and emergmg from seclusion.

wveiling of their bodles in a burqd, was intended to
' protect them from the lustful eyes of evil men who

t e, : ’;., ) o

' -slot permlttmg llmlted vision, . o

t Mohammad tried to improve the -
. harsh- llves o nomadic Arab women, The provi- -

_ tween 1929 and 1959, Afghan thinking.

*

mlghtsseduce or abduct them.Others argue that \.

the. burga ‘Mair ’tamed the -equality of women.
Whatever the justification, the cu
so long because wgmen have b
-.nomic assets. lee ost money. Daughters were

worthmoney And marrlages could bring favorable - -
: polmcal alliances. These assets were to, be: pro-
“tected as -one would protect other valuable

property o _ ~

1.

_practice served a multiple purpose. It kept "the

- woman .with her hugband’s ‘family and provided
protection for the chlldren who were- pat‘t of the -

husband s “property " 'o -‘ .

| Because the place of women today. amo
- Afghaths with a modernigt orientation, is eoming {o
- be evaluate

disappear. But customs die slowly in Aq'Kupruk.
. Such customs can continue to be. remforced by
dommant conservatlve mfluences -

In the capltal city of- Kab‘rl on August 25 1959
. female members of the Royal ‘Family of Afghan- -
Jistan appeared unvelled in public. Thejr faces were -
- exposed for all to see. On the second

- day of. an otﬁcral celebration of Af-
ghanistan's independerice,” an ancient--
tradition’ was - brokeg by the Royal
Family. . PN _‘

. Thirty years carller ng Amanul-
lah had lost his thrope soen after he
.decreed the-equality of women, abols.
“ished the female obligation to cover .
their bodies with the byrqa, and estab¢
“lished cocducational schools. Yet be-

had -apparently changed. In- 1959,

neither King Mohammad Zahir Shah
nor his famijy were challenged because.
of the unveiling of the: Royal women, ;

Smce 1959, inc easmg numbers of
Afghan women have'been shedding the .

"Custo
but sl

s change as conditions change,
ly, anq not wnhout resistance. -

-

Untll recently and in keeping ‘with -tribal
practice, it was.common for a young widow to be' .
remarried to a member of her deceased husbafli’s.
~ family—even -a boy of five or $ix years. This

ccording tb different standards, the
- enforced isolation of -women .is begmnmg to -

om has survived, .
viewed as, eco-’




"

In Aprrl and May\l971 in Kab\ll street demon- .
“strators led bywprovincial Muslim rellglous leaders

“demanded, compulsory return of purdah, . punish-

nfent for women wearing minisKirts, and “abolition .
of secular education for women, Fanatical demon-
“strators - - wor
Western-style clothing oh the city streets. In" Octo- -
~ ber of the’same year,-a bicycle-riding mullah from

threw ~ acid- on women - who-

wore .

.+ Herat seriously wounded- several women before he -

© _-was captured, About 5,000 women demonstrated in-
. front of government buildings, demanding that the . -
.. -attacker be turned over-to-them for appropriate +
punishment. The*¢jrcumstances remmd one of an
- earlier Westerners observatnons on the potentnal :
. violence. of Afghan  women, Rudyard Kipling,
" writing  in 1892 admomshed a’ young British

soldler

When you're wounded an’ lett on
ghhamstan s plains,
e women come out to cut - up your
’ remalns, ‘
“Just roll to your. rnﬂe an’ blow'.out"
An go to your Gawd tike a soldler

3

your brams,

“The goxernment dld not release the prlsoner

] RURALWOMEN ANDPURDAH o

~In towny and. vnllages llke Aq Kupruk as Well as

‘among nomadic women, certain tules of purdah

have not been rngldly‘en?orced The physncally cum-

bersome burqa has never-been popular*among. - .
rural and small town women whose daily lives were . .
spent mostly in.werk."Instead, women wore head -

veils -or ‘shawls which could be drawn across*the

. face if strangers approached.

* Whether lwmg ina village or travelmg ina cara.
van, Aq Kupruk and other Afghan rural women
help.prepare grain, grind meal bake b;ead cook ,
vegetables they have helped to cultivate, they occa- .

, snonally cook meat, and haul water for household
- use. Usually a woman has helped tend the herds

and certainly she has foraged for fuel. After the

" men have shorn the shaggy sheep, she has washed
.5;.ahd carded the wool then spun it mto yarn She..

ur}

.' Women demonst te in. Kabul agalnst the bicycle-riding mullah from Herat. He had mJured several Women by
- throwing deid in their faces. He objected fo Afghan women wearing short dresses and no burqa. He desired a return to
. the traditional rules of purdah Aimost 5,000 women, some Wearmg burqa. gathered to proﬂbs'f and demand pumsh'

“ment-~of th7 muuah (Photograph by m-mx‘@edfmd)
\‘ L /' AR "’\...‘,":
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= has produced-cloth, blankets, rugs, or tént cloths
- on heavy looms. In addition} she may be skilled at .-
' tying carpetg, ene of the chief sources of cash in-
come. All the while, she has had the major respon- .
of the household

v sibility for care ang rhaintenance
- and several children,” T o

2

Women in Aq Kupruk, unl-ike ‘Women

area which is entirely their own—the rooftop. It
provides a place of amusement to spend leistire mo-
ments. On the rooftops women can relax. Neigh-

~ bors and nearby ‘activities can be observed. The -

‘number of cattle in neighboring compounds may
be counted, or how much wool has been shorn, how
much brush, moss, and animal dung has been pre-
pared as fuel for the winter. She can observe the
addition of a weaying foom gr a new chimney in an
adjoining compound. If her house is well-placed,
-~ she may

e . K
""y"‘ ‘ ,",' VoY
. Ny

*
B

1 A in-the
 cities of Kabul and Mazar-i-Sharif, do haveone- -

elso be the ‘first villager to see tife

" 'Ta}i@ girls on a t;ooftop_ in Aq Kupruk.©

-t

approach’ of a nomddic dc":a'ra_van—_a’nd have the -
pledsure of informing "her husband. - a2
, » -? : LT '_ . . - A - e
- Unlike the tealouse in the<bazaar, which is for
‘ntale refaxation only, the rooftop is a place for work *
" -as well as relaxation, Here grapes or other fruits dre - _
~dried and’fuel is stored. Grain storage bins may . .
»also share space.with toddling children, those too -
young to follow after their fei’thers_) if they are males, ’
.or, if -they are females, atready being ‘socialized: fo

+ their roles as futdre mothers. " .

.. URBAN WOMENANDRURDAH -+ |

. - City women have fe¥# the full force of purdah, al-

~ though they had other advantages which women tn- \ -

v_towns such as Aq Kupruk might have envied. In \

"ﬁes, ‘women seldom left the home except to .
~attend mosque prayers in- a segregated ‘enclosed =~

gallery or,balcony. In public, they were always clad TR

Q‘ \

T
e ’:
, )\

R 2 : - o . .‘.
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" courtyard. Their§ was a private world.- Women were —
- meither to see nor " to be seen. : :

wedding or birth of a child, provided occasiens for
- women to mix socially wi h the opposite sex. At
. these celebrations a young] girl often had. her first -
. .. ‘glimpse of the male her mother had arranged for -
" . her to marry. Although negptiations between the

period preceding marriage. “Dating’’ on the West- -

. still unusual in the cities,  rarer still in Aq K'upruk
- and similal‘ towns and vnllages. S

ina burqa and accompamed by a close relative or
- trusted servant Ne r were they allowed to do the

. grento speak to each other before the wedding. It
- increasingly commdn foday (especlallyqn the cities, |

Nomad women. n?rmally unveiled, adjust their headshawls to shield théir faces from the L
T stranger and his camera. (Photograph by Loms Dupree) ‘ -

family's% hopgltiv or mérket ig. Houses were: de- .
signed so ‘thiat windows looked onto an interior

MARRIAGE e

Famlly gathermgs. such as the celebratlon éPa

two families might have been carried out over 3
months, the ‘couple usually had no opportumxy A

of course) for & young couple # meet while closely
supervised, and get to know one another, for a -

ern pattern, and the notion of “romantic love,” are

y /
: .

girl in Aq Kupruk waaring traditional jowelry'
and clothing and uaing a manual powered . sewing
'machlne. (Photograph by Josaphilte Powell)




Wh ! mﬂk woman prapuus soup for lunch (below) a young TURK girk in Ag Eupruk cares forher ¢
. baby brothet {(above left). An Usbak boy. sitting on his mother's lap and holding a g{:ae of bread,

appears unmihdful of the fly In his right eye, He wears a feather-tufted @inbroidered-cap with ear
flaps that mate in coldy and elegawls mokher's coin-decoratoy?}t (above rlght) (Photographs~ '
. by Josephine Fagrel) . - . e
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In addmon toa carefully arranged marrlage, an .
- Afghan family tradlt;onally sought* to “assure -a .

. daughter’s future well- bemg in other ways, One .
* ‘practice that remains but is losing popujgrity is the
obligation of the grqom’s. parents to provide a kind'

~ of “dowry,” called toyana in Pashto, for the parents-
“of thé bride. Some of the “dowry” might be spent
on a wedding feast. Another portion, however, was .
yally reserved as a kind of alj mony 'in case of

ivorce, or inheritarice if the hysband died pre-, -

maturely ‘The government today discourages both
*dowries” and the practice of spending lavishiy on-
3 weddlng feasts. But Afghans -acrpss the country
- continue to look favorably ‘upon; arranged mar-.
' rlages -

' MODERN TRENDS .,

_ : contlnued through many centuries with religious -
-« overgones. In-modern times, purdah is undergoing
/ afurther adaptatlons even in the process. of- dlsap

' "pearmg
I the«past the modesty and virtue assocxated
thh wearing the burqa made it seem desirable to -

1 many despite its physical inconvenience. Conserva- -

tive rellglous leaders continue to. argue 1n “favor of

Iy 450 I

L
S

Purdah is a secular institution but it has been

the burqa on the basis ofthelr view of decency But

today the burqa is assUmlng a symbolic value as a

» . o . .. . e
P '

- In a.curious reversal of values, the burqa that is

- being replaced by a -modest scarf in- the cities is
- often worn as a mark of affluence by women in pro-
-vincial towns ‘and .villages - like ‘Aq  Kupruk.

Wearing a burqa, a woman could not easily. do
Jlaundry or tend sheep. Such a garment is proof that

-a'woman does not need to perform manual‘labor or

.. mark of social status that is making it atractive to - -
- a very different group: and: for new reasons. -

work outside the house. The revival of the burga is -

* Not all Afghan waomen are opposed to purdah.
Many, .mature women especially, are reluctant to
leave the: security and protection of their homes.
They feel inadequate and shy, when confronted with

" 'an example of the tendéncy in. ‘many cultures. for . .
. villagers and townspe,ople to. adopt obsolete tor
dymg city customs inorder to appear sophlstlcated '

N..

strangeys. ‘They dislike shopping and crowded .

streets. They are comfortable and decure with the
" old values. Their traditional role is clearly defined.
‘Modern wometi, the tradltlonahsts feel command
msuf‘hcxent respect T ot

EET .

)

“Yest.erday, today,tomon ow.” An Afghan cartoonist's reaction to thg evolutlonary trend i in women ] dress
- - o " (From the KABUL TIMES Aprll 2] 1970)




e LoE e AﬂzﬁkgirllnAunpruk (Photograph by Josephine Powell). ~ L ':.{f_ o f L

‘You nger women often reject the-entire concept of.-

. - - puedah, its’ physical limitations.and its psycho-

logical* implications. This is - particularly - true .

« - . -among urban women who have received 'Western-

. style edycation. They view purdah, and the wearing."

~ ., of the burga as inconsistent with the future in
3 -+ which .they plan fo be teachers, doctors, airline
A\, ‘.stewardesses. nur s, midwives, and office workers.
‘

S jectwe The government of Afghanistan supports
N women s asplratjons for partrcipating actlvely in

the development and modermzatlon of the countdy.
These needs can change custom!s because customs _‘_:

‘grow out ofneeds : '\ S -

*
. -

In that segment of modermzmg Afghamstan
“where individual life and property are secure, the
~ psychological and physical need for extreme pro-
tection of women, as represented by the institution .

' of purdah,is becoming obsolete. Though they are
Modermzatton isa natlonally acknd‘wledged ob-\._

not yet counted inthe censuses conducted by the -
. male'village elders,t.he power and statug.of women - .. -
in Aq Kupruk ahd in- Afghanistan is Increasing. -




Another ammal grubbmg for roots, plcking ber/
‘ries and' nuts, and. chasing other animals with -

- stones and sticks—early man at Aq Kupruk. meg :
on edible wild plangs and animals, pre-agricultural

~mankind survived. Protected by caves and then

‘crude shelters these prehlstorlc people were almost -,

totally dependent upon the things® of nature,
-streams, for water, sticks and rocks_for tools, ani-

~* + mals. for clothing and ‘food,
.vegetatlon happenqd to be available. Smail wonder
" that animism, the belief "that spirits reside in
objects, developed to explain natural events. How
better to explam sun. and, moon -or drought and
flood? . =~ v .

Just how humans first got to the site’ of Aq

"

ot

LN T TR R
MANATAé)KUPRUK

and ‘whatever

i 'not at all clear Posslbly they walked '

there in a perxod of 'mild climate and 'lush vegeta-
tion. The geblogy of the area suggests that it has .
not always been so dry. Or, as an old white bearded
‘Aq Kupruk man suggested peopfe may have been -

- here *'since the world began What then might it
have been like? e

A
v Between deserts on the’ north ‘and west a\Sd
- mountains. on ‘the south and east, the Aq Kupruk -
- region offered considerable protection and water
and s&gl enough to suppost early agricultural prac- .
. tices. Garden crops could be grown near the river.
\Grams were developed out of the grasses that grew

~~_on the hillsides..And animals were domestieated;

“'goats and sheep and cows ahd chlékens. and dogs
and‘ cats, and horses

'
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Techniques wete learned for storing foqd. Drying -
_preserved. fruits, grains, and roots for. winter us?
Water could be stored in jars and ammal skin
Herding maintained. a reliable sourle of meat and - ‘
. wool. ‘Prehistoric mankind survrvecl Stone. Age.
‘man developed through a Bronze Age and ‘then =

. o, R

became Iron Age ma
% ge may,.

/
Today some in Aq Kupruk own battery- powered .

_ transistor radios...In “addition td the nomads

- pagsing through on camels and donkéys there are -
occasionally some “j¥eps” and other automotive

- vehicles. Though without electricity or“a stainless

Ce

steel sewage decomposition_plant, Aq Kupruk isin:
the twentleth century yet not entirely of it.

. Ata geographlcal crossroads, Aq Kupruk has .
:expetienced intermittent but constant change. .

‘Here "visitors. have long been pa’ssmg through.
Nomads conquerors, priests of various sorts, and |
slmple travélers. Some paused long enough to in-

ﬂuence the exrstm g culture and. also to borrow from '
. )- ,

~“increasing, Aq Kupruk was, first.a campsite and

then a village. Now itisa't n becommg a village .

mountamous Hindu - Kush. : It

~once agam L

Some vrllagers have left thelr valley homes to ex-
perience life elsewhere and to bring back new ideas
.and tools; books, religion,” guns, garments, ‘and

' maybe the design of the unique wooden spade so-
useful for’ dlggmg while barefooted in the gardensl

near the mver

China and Persla, Arabla and Mongolla each -
- have left-an lmgrmt on the culture of Aq Kupruk

It js- all of these and somethlng else It is- Aq -

Kupruk and that \lS unlque

. R .
By

" The earth lts&f and the air above have changed . |

-at:Aq Kupruk hen the Aral Sea“was larger there
“must have.been mole moisture. ghe present flood .
plam soil-was onee solid rdck, high.above in the

warmer at.times in-the past and also it Has been

-“~—colder. The'last remnants of an ice age are glaciers

ddmng the crests of the Hindu Kush. They are

_- reminders of a time when the region was coyered .-

with ice—and of the warmer times that followed

- But for as long as anyone noy living can remember,
the clear sky and hot dry summers, the wmdy and . -

Aq Kupruk for -~ examplg, . is *located at - .
‘36° 05’ Neorth Latitude, almost 3,000 air miles ~ -
‘north of the Equator In terms. of eastnwest rela-. - -
tlonshrps it is at 66° S5’ East Longitude or about
.'3,000-air miles east of the 0° Prime Meridian which-

ay have ‘been

cold Uut sunny wmters have been the pattern of

".-cllmate around thls‘ rlverslde village between-the .
mouutalns and de’serts of Cerrtral Asia. ' '

A PLACE CALLED AQ KUPRUK

: Every place has a umque posltlon on the globe -

goes: through Greenwich near London, England. It

~is about the same distance also from- Vladlvostok . JII

the eastern port city of the U.S.S.R., from Singa-
pore'near the Equator in-the South Chma Sea, and

,from Dar es Salaam in Tanzama, East Afrlca

From Mecca. the holy crty of Islam on the

« "Arabian penmsula, Aq Kupruk is aboat 1,800 air -
- miles along a great circle route..Similarly-distant . -

but rarely in the minds of Aq’ Kupruk residents are
Dacca’ in Bangladesh, Colombo in Ceylon, and

PO ' 1. . Moscow in the U.S.S. R to, the northwest ' %, -
Until recently the village populatlon has beerl g '

Aq Kupruk is a cros;lng on ‘the Balkh Rrver ,
which flows north out of the Hindu Kush into the K
Amu Darya:River-which separates Afghanistan and - -

. ‘the Union "of Soviet - Socialist Republics. Aq’- E

Kupruk js a town butilt dround a brldge over ariver. =

-In Uzbak-Turkic, languages, “Aq Kupruk” means
: “Whlte Brldge " A | _ . -

[

An lnland place Aq Kuprukﬂrs nelther accesslble .
- by water routes, railroads, nor ‘paved hlghways A ST
stopping place.on cafavan routes, Aq Kupruk is as_-' -
it long has been . '

’

STABILI?ING LIVING CONDITIONS

The ability to produce food predlctably and to-
store surplus food for use in nonproductive seasons

- afe two of the- factors that allow humans to'settle - N

more or léss permanently in-an area. Because river

 valleys offered the most fertile land and reliable .

water supply, some early humans elustered there.

. Eventually they " - formed small  communities,
. 'perhaps all.of the members of an extended family,

cooperating in producing food and providing

shelter. In the area oqu Kupruk, for example, the - . .
establAshment of an irrigation system was one ofthe - - (
innovations that facilitated expansion of popula-' <1
tion and food supply Commumty clusters formed -

AJ

A




. “creasing: number of. skilled -specialists—potters,
- weavers, - dyers, blacksmlths, stone masons, and
-others. LI . 0

. . . R !
. -

Not everyone in the area remamed lﬁermanent
settl&n

nomadic, making seasonal orbits in search of pas-,

. ture and trade. Herders whose actjyities took place,

around' the settled areas established a close rela-
tionship of mutual benefit with the technically spe-
[_ cialized craftsmen. From time to time farmers and

_their fapnilies would build a house in the town, then - ¥
walk some distance.to tend -crops, perhaps even
- staying away for several weeks durlng plantmg or

.-harvestmg actwltles AR ’
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villages ‘then towns: each was: supported by an-in--

. oped into ‘centers -of commerce, commumcatlon __
- and governmental administration.. A very few. towns o

: thé Hindu Kush and southeast of Aq Kupruk; is an .

ents. Some groups bgcame® or remained .-

.interconnected and 1ntérdependent°hves, each nec- ,~' '--«-i :

_\,ﬁ,

!" i A
Kanda ar_ -

. As. v1llages became tow'n/s, the lal‘ger ones devel- Y

became cities. Kabul, the capital of Afghamstan in

example. Mazar-i- Sharrf ‘north "and down' river -
from Aq Kupruk, as well as Herat, ,Maxmana,
Kunduz, and Kandahar-:are others. Now," as then, -
city dweller, villager, townsman, and nomad llve

essarily lintked to the other though few meet face to.:
rface e

. e ——— 0’ .
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N - Small as. rt is, Kq Kupruk 1s a diverse and com-
L '.plex situation, By no means are the people all alike,

In fact, no two are exactly alike. They differ in .

iy cultural-ethnic heritage, in linguistic. tradition, in
-~ . the mix of their racial’ characterlstlcs, and of
- course, in status a’nd social class. ‘

e

*So complex is tlfé Aq Kupruk sitl.lation that it is
" at a time.

]

’j'

Thes peéple came from m ny places ‘at many'
mong them are- cultutal practlces ‘which :

" times.
" probably- orlginated east of here .in China. Tea
- drinking, wherever it may. have originated, could
Jerve as one example of an imported cultural prac-
1ice for iea }oes not grow on these dry hllls

o Aq Kl{[;ﬂlk people are Musllr& But before Islam .. -
. many wer¢ Buddhist, as. the carvings in nearby .
- “caves suggest, Buddhism came from India, where it

_ .. originated as a form of Hinduism, and militant -
' ,,Brahma%lsm drove it out. Buddhism came and,

“like others before it, went, yet it is still a part of the

L cultural ethnic hentag___ e of Aq Kupruk

/

- /y‘ “lslam came and stayed The Sunnj or orthodo ,[

‘'sect is dom

- nt in Aq. Kupruk. "The Shi'a sect
~+  which is.of

ote recent origin and dominant in

. " of influence in Aq Kupruk. The ‘Sunni itself has
~ - undergone changes; Muslim mystics knowm as
" Sufis have come and gone and come again,
- teaching new ways of thinking about God. Islam

Some people s{metimes refer to. themselves as

A

Likewise, Genghis Khan’s armies pas

descendants of the armies of Alexander the Great.
through

" this area and one can find evidence of oth Greekg

>

?

,.

'best to deal with only or{e type of people differences :

l‘

CULTURAL-ETHNIC HERITAGE

and Mongolian mfluences In fact there is ev1dence

-of almost every culture Whlch surrounds or. has

surrounded this valley town

Aq Kupruk is very near the border Whlch o

. separates ‘Afghanistan from the Union of Soviet - -
Socialist Republics. There is little talk an outsider - -
can hear about “Russians” but Aq Kupruk Uzbak -

are of the same ancestry as those i in Soviet Uzbak- -

“istan not a hundred miles away

lran, once the center of the larger Persian Em-.

' pires, is also not o very far away and i$ linked his-

"+ other parts of the Muslim world, also has left traces =

-Kupruk is almost incredible; more :complicated ... _.

-oriental: rug, An ancient

torically and commiercially to northern Afghani- - -

stan. Wool fromrAq Kupruk finds its way into rugs -
manufactured in the -city of Hemat to the. west..
Herat is in Afghanlst? l;ut it was-a Persian rug

makmg center

[4

Arabs too have come‘and’ gone and some remain "
: _among thie nomads who visit:;

‘brought Islam and a distinctive tent design. There
, " are also Turkish people, and there are Uzbak and . -
- - has many facets, The cultural-ethnic heritage of Aq -
'Kupmk has most of them in var?ing measure,

Kupruk. They .

Turkoman and Kirgiz. A complex situation, to'say
the" least. The cultural-ethnic - heritage of Aq .

than the design of a dyed, ierI, knotted, and woven
lture rich in tradition. A ..
small town m 4 vast areal—a cultural-ethmc cross- - -

roads. 3




LINGUISTIC TRADITION G0

| Languages are parts ‘of cultura] ethnic tradi-
tions. They are artifacts of the past experience of a

people. Among the people of Aq Kupruk, Turkic =

‘ _ languages may have been- the earliest. Most speak

. " several languages now, a Tgjiki-Uzbaki mixture
being the most common. Uzbaki is ‘also spoken and -
Mongolian can be heard among some old men who. :

hve south- of Aq Kupruk

Taﬂkr is a form of Perstan It, along with Uzbaka,

- Mongolian, Turkic, ahd even a bit of Arabic, are in

J MIXED RACIAL CHARACTERISTICS

Whrle in.a sc1ent|f1c sense there are no “‘races”
among human beings, there -are, certainly differ-

" ences'among people. And many oPthese differences

- are visible among. the people of Aq Kupruk. Their

faces, for example, are Central Asian. But this only -
means that some have features: expected in North-
‘eastern Asia -and others would appear to be at

.- home in Southwest Asia and the Middle East. Each

is Aq Kupruk-and that is sufficient. Aq Kuprukis-

- more than one thmg and. certainly. more than one
- type of face. It is first of all human and secondly

- “Asian. It is Afghanlstan and North Afghamstan at 3
: that - ’

: Determining whose ancestors came from where '

The word above is “Afghamstan wrltten in Pashto

+®

" the Aq Kupruk lmgulstlc tradrtlon Perhaps a.

linguist .could ‘even find some Urdu words more

‘common in-Pakistan. The pattern is vety compli--
cated, confusing to an obsetver, but perfectly clear -
" and useful to Aq Kupruk. The mixture of lane
guages serves their daily purpdses'and communica: -

tion goes on all the time. No’ matter that very few in

, Aq Kupruk can write or read. Of what importance
is it, after all,- where these words come from? :

Commumcatlon ‘goes on.

L
2

,,‘"

‘

‘ 'artrfacts in and around Aq Kupruk suggest a multi-’
" cultural, multi-ethnic situation over a long period
~ of time. There seems no doubs, whichever'evidence -

- _is considered, that the people ‘of Aq Kupruk have a
diverse and rich . ethmc herltage They. are at a -
~ genetic, as well as cultural,’ geographlc, and hls-

torical crossroads ', <

! -

‘A study of photographs g Aq Kupruk males can
g mdlcate the diversity.-of r _
mixed\population. Photographs of females would
show the same characterlstlcs but these are not as -
readily available - to outsrde observers of thls

acial features in this

culture

is difficult in 'so ancient a culture. Fot although it & ';‘

. maigtains strong aral traditions, -wriften .records. -

are lackig. The many ways of classifying people,

moreover, are designed to serve different purposes .

"and are often confusmg While there are-scientifi-
ccally reliable techniques for" determmmg genetic

ancestry—-through the study .of blood types, hair

. types, ear wax types, ‘and eye types—suchf findings
" are-not always in agreement WIth a people’s own
genealogical beliefs. : : . -
-Perhaps the best »records~are.those remnants"of
past cultures, the ‘artifacts which remain in the

. earth as indicajors.of peoples who once lived, The -~ +%.. 7

a N ' . . . _. B
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S among other Muslims.

STATUS ay

‘i

and the cradle of Islam, Their ancestors,
. believe,. came first from Arabla to Bokhara in
““Russian Turkestan, then to Aq Kupruk. Neither

group speaks Arabic and their physical features
strongly suggest.a Central Asian origin. Faces of .

 Aq Kupruk and other Fi¥dstaff Perspectives pro-
vide photographs.. These can be useful whe

studying ‘the ethnic backgrounds of(Aq Kupruk-

peoples.. It is ,most likely that both Saypid and

Khoja are in fact Tajik whose forefathers changed .'

their genealogy in ‘order to enhance their prestlge

-

"The T(ylk and Uzbak of Afghamstan probably
--also came from Central Asia.” The ancestors of

‘every human inhabitant may have come originally
from somewhere else, All the claims or none of the
claims could,be true. The important,thing is what
people | belleve and how they use that bellef to sup-

port thelr status.

Ethnlc |dentrty—-—Sayy1d KhOJa. Taﬂk Uzbak—
is'but one step above individual and family identity.
Identification with a town or region, Aq Kupruk or
Balkh Province, is the next highest level of abstract
. loyalty. National identity is far. more complex and

‘its development is still a very real problem in Af-
~- ghanistan. One family of Safi Pushtun, for-

. example, have lived in'Aq Kupruk. They had been

- _forcibly removed from a settlement south of the-
“Hindu Kush in"1949 following an unsuccessful re--"
In Aq Kupruk, such a notion would seem absurd.

volt agalnst the government Saﬁ Pushtun were

they

A

.. resettled .

. Afghamstan Only one famlly was sent to Aq_
The Sayytd and the Khoja share. hrgh status in’ . ¢Kupruk

Aq Kupruk, they are-looked ,up to and respected.

Both_ claim - descent from Arab tribes of South

" Arabia, the blrthplace of the Prophet Mohammad -

large numbers across northern

In Aq Kupruk the Safi Pushtun famlly are'

‘referred to as Afghans though the government has -
worked to persuade all ethnic groups that they are -

- all ‘Afghans first. In ‘Aq Kupruk pedple refer to

themselves first as ‘Sayyid and Khoja, as Uzbak,
Tajik, and Hazara. But the"Safi Pushtun are called

Afghans and it is not complimentary. It is illustra- "
' tive of the separation Aq Kupruk feels from the -
nation of Afgh@inistan and from the “Pushtun

: people who ,predommate. south of the Hindu Kush

-Both the Pushtun and the non- Pushtun prefer_

their old tribal names while at home’ Elsewhere in. -

visits to.other places such as Sholgara, the district .
‘administrative center, the provincial capital- of
Mazar-i-Sharif, or.to Kabul, they may refer to
themselves as Afghdns as seems appropriate. They
might thereby- expect more favorable treatment
~from government bureaucratsyZto secure permis-
sion to establish a 'small factory.' for example—if

. they appear to support the government’s attempt to
create an all- Alghan identity. So labels are used -
differently at home in Aq Kupruk and elsewhere.

One puts one's best face forward '

The separate cultural-ethmc groups live in dlf

- ferent sections of the town. For the most part, may- -,
same -

.riage ‘is among young people of the
cultural-ethnjc heritage. This is simply to-say that .
evenin'so small .a town, differences are perceived
.and there are efforts to “continue the line'! among -
~these genealogically sensitive people. To outsiders,
Aq Kupruk people may seem to act and look alike.

»

A Tajtk compound two rope beds are in the open area, llvmg quarters and storage areps are around the sides. Fuel -

IS stacked on the rooftops It is an oﬂy bush called busa For an Aq Kupruk l'amlly. t,lns is home




" SOCIAL ORGANIZATION |
%% - CLANSANDFAMILIES -/
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- The clans info which related nomads are organ-
ized and the families around which Aq Kupruk
lives are oriented have oral records of the past. But
~ theseare comphcated anddemand good memories.
If'a man’s immediate ancestoi's had' two ‘wives or
more (he is permitted by Islam to have four but to
have more than one is unusual) the records of relar:,
tionships of cousin to cousin are even more com-
~ plicated. Imagine the difficulty of describing one’s -
" relationship to one's father S fourth wife’s younger
--brother , oL -

- “The people of Aq "Kupruk trace their descent
“through -clansmen. prominent in recent history.

Most. attempt to link" their genealogies to the

- Prophet Mohammad either through his daughter
Fatima or her husband, Ali, Mohammad’s nephew
and son-in-law. Khoja claim as an ancestor Abu
Bakr, the first secular’ and 'religious. head of a
Muslim state. He was the_first-Caliph of --Islam. ‘

Exactly how. many people of what age, sex, and
ethnic heritage live in-and near Aq Kupruk is ap-
. parently not-of _partlcular interest either to the
village eldets or other townspeople. The Nationil
" Government of Afghahistan, however, would
probably like to have such information. Without it,

- the Census Bureau in Kabul can only make esti-
~ mates. ‘PlanseSor schools, hospitals, roads, lrriga-
tion projécts, and tax .collections are difficult to’
make without accurate census ‘data. The' census
data from Aq. Kupruk are difficult- to. interpret.

A census by the town elders reported in 1965 that
Tajik owned two hundred houses,: Sayyid and
Khoja owned fifty houses, and.there was one
extended family of Afghans, who. were really Safi- -
Pushtun. The Pushtun later moved away. Hazara
live in the surrounding hills and there are also some

' Moghul. Altogether about fifteen- hundred males
- were- reported tof be. Imng near the town in 196S. .
The population {s belleved to have: declined since

then. As for.wombn, they are hot reported, nelther

-as lees nor dau ters in the town elders census

(T

AR &

. The eldérs repo d 1o populatlon change in Aq .
Kupruk between 1959 and 1965. Yet the many
abandoned and - crumbhng houses suggest that
some in ‘Aq Kupruk have moved. Whether more

" -have died than have been born i is not known to have .

been reported. Omne frequent ‘observer who has

_v1s|ted the village in the 1950s\and 1960s reports_
“that the town population is “‘probably decreaging.””

Sholgara, the district center, and Mazar-i-Sharif,
the capital of Balkh Province, have both expanded
in population. The evidence suggests that Aq
Kupruk is slowly losing poepulation because of the
attraction of the larger towns rather than because

" of disease, high death rate, or a decrease in the

birthrate.

Census data in Afghanlstan are such that these
speculations are only hypotheses about\what is
happening. What is. really happening is known in

“detail only to the people of A(l Kupruk




WHO WINS THE RACE?
The early morning sun appeared on the -horlzon They had traveled all night to take advantage of

the coolness. Aq Kupruk would be visible from the next high point on the trail. For as many years
8 anyone could remember, these.nomads always camped at Aq Kupruk. Onge in the spring and-

e «f:agam m the fall, Aq Kupruk was a restmg place for_these “people who move to fmd pasture
. ;_

Camp Was set up outstde of town. Women unsaddled the camels and do keys. pltched tents, and
began cooking for the day.' Men and’ boys divided the herds to preven overgrazing. Then they
returned to camp, unsaddled the horses, and began to eat the first meal of the day.-

Soon the townspeople would open the bazaar And usually some farmers: could be. expected to

L brmg.wheat and vegetables to the camp. Thay would barter for lambs -calves, and kids and yoghurt

t

and fresh milk. A visit to Aq Kupruk always brought good luck,’ old Ali told his grandsons. **Aq
Kuprulklsgood"hesald o | - *.é__"' o A

The young men were susptclous of the grandfather s Judgment Hadn’ t one of them broken aleg :
_ when his horse fell here last year? And hadn’t the merchants rudely closed the bazaar early, before

.‘they'd fnished browsing? Townspeople seemed to be afraid of these young nomads. In all theif
" visits to Aq Kupruk, they had never shared a meal with a townsman. Nor were the children-per- .
mitted to play together. If AqQ Kypruk is so “good;” they were thinking, then their horses must be. -

very fast indeed. “‘Ha,” sald ‘Ahmad, let s challenge them to a racel-Our horses agamst theirs!"

. i Are sufficient facts provided to determme whether nomads or toWnsmen are most llkely to wm_:,
. the race? Explam T L S e D : : S

) 2. Ate your sympathtes wrth the nomads or townspeople-o( he basls of this one story’ Exp‘lam o

3. Can you explain the different perspectives or viewpoints 1llustrated in thls story" How do the

“young nomad’s perspectives differ from the old nomad's perspective of Aq Kupruk? Are these S

"gperspectlves reasonabl;:? RS ‘ e

.' 4. In_their -places would .you{: perspective be the same?

-

. '
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© “No two situations or places are alike” argue some. Others claim that: “human sameness is present in

every situation and any particular place can represent others which are essentially the same.” It’s a basic

‘problem facipg anyone studying peoples and places. In culture study it is important to be aware of the
_differences veen facts, values, concepts, and generalizations.. And of tl_lese", generalizing deserves’ .

“.

One generalizes by moving from observations of a few speciﬁé exdmples_to conclusions which are uni-

» . versally applicable. A photograph of a one-humped camel in Aq Kupruk, for example, may lead some to
. -generalize that onlyvne-humped camels exist in Aq ruk. A visit to see would support the generali-

" camels in Asia-
“and cut the Wil throwets,” - ‘

‘Generalizations ‘depend—or - they certainly should depend—upon facts, the more the better.

zation, But if one leaped from the -photo to generdlizing that there are no two-humped camels in -

Afghanistan, it would be going too far. Nor would it be supportable to claim there are no two-humped

r the world. Generalizations are like ‘‘knife-edged boomerangs.” They can come back

.~ Generalizations become facts if they can be demonstrated'to be true, -beyond all reasonable doubt. But

o

+ -.. hometown; For big city dwellers it is likely to seem a very small place indeed. It should be remembered .

that !housands upon thousands of similarly small towns dot the earth. And those in rapidly growing 4 N
may view Aq Kupruk as rather “static”’ (if they are a-bit negative) or- “stable” (if they are a bit , - -

. positiye). Many in America live in Aq Kupruk-sized towns and will be able to make direct comparisons = .

generalize. often, collecting as many facts as possible to,Support ons;s assertion.

- most of the'time, generalizations are statements which vary from largely true to partially true and even .

completely untrue. Generalizations are attempts to make sense on a large scale. One ought to try to

N

B )

. ‘ M -

. Itis a fact that Aq Kupruk exists. Change too s a fact among the people of Aq Kupruk, It is general-  © - .

izing,'however, to describe Aq Kupruk as typical either of Central Asia or ‘Afghanistan. For its size, - |

given its location with regard to altitude, water supply, soil composition, population density, and e

climate, Aq Kupruk seéms a typical human community based on subsistence agriculture. That is a gen-

- Regardless of what is said ab_but it, Aq Kupruk'présents_a fascinating e'xamplé-o'f one human éultufe, _
-its adaptations to geography, climate, and surrounding cultures. Aq Kupruk is a rich tapestry for the
student of culture: It is old, diverse, changing—both dying and t}'anfformingt_.lt is small enough to be -

comprehendible. o _
. L . * . ) ’7 . L~

" Students of culture will have to_décide for themselves how much Aq -Kupfuk is like their own

town

about|events_there and events in their own hometown. ~ . .

 eralization. To say it is a wholesome pleasant place to live is to make a value judgment. To say that it is
- -the best place on earth would ‘be making a value claim. - = = .- ' '

U ltis 'angerpus'to- generalize about Islamic beliefs if one has knqv\}ledg'é only of M slims at 'Agé
- Kupruk. To c¢ompare religious practices among’ people' at Aq Kupruk with practices in, oge’s"omf~ A

. culture may be the best approach. =~ -

¢
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* Sunni and Shi'd, the major divisions in Islam, relate to each other much thé same as do Roman
Catholicism &nd Protestantism-and Greek Orthodoxy in Christianity. The split is very old angd within .
each branch there have developed doctrinal differences, such as those amorg Baptists, Presbyterians,
-, Congregatignalists, Methodists—all Protestants. What is important is that each is Islam, every believer

feels himself or herself equally a Muslim. - -

Differences in detail may or may not be signiffcant. Typically in the Islamic.world, prayers are .
announced by a muezzin from a tower or minaret which is a part.of the mosque especially constructed ..

~ for that purpose. No mosque in Aq Kupruk has a tower: even the largest of the mosques’is a simple, "
mud-brick structure, architecturally undistinguished from the surrounding-shops and residences. But -
every day prayers are announced in the mosques. of Aq Kupruk just as in the fabled Blue Mosque at

' A Mazar-i-Sharif,- or in the many mosques of Mecca, ot Cairo, or Rabat, Djakarta, or_Kq’ala,Lumpur.-

¢

- Yet it is important t gehéralizeditst tentatively. Tehtafive_generalizations.can be tested, evaluated,
and kept among one’s treasures—or discarded. : ' '
' Thinkin'g*deﬁlands caution in using facts also. Facts alone are not enough and they change with time. .
. Culture study is thinking carefully about facts, comqaring facts, evaluating facts, then making cautious- . "
- generalizations based on facts. . = - T -

1

“‘Studying how things are related and interrelated” is another way.of saying it. One may also say that
““Culture study is a way of focussing light on the human condition. Looking at other cultures such as Aq

-Kupruk;” this argument goes, *‘is a way of looking at others in order to see ourselves more clearly.”

»n




__ the dusty streets of Aq Kupruk. His head was spmnmg ‘from, the long,

- 1‘..' What facts did Hablb have to consnder in makmg h1s decision? .

N 'HABIB.'s._DECI-SIoN}

Hablb placed the whiteturban ﬁrmly on his head and prepared to leave hl{SLOp and go out into. . -

. leepless hours spent
resolving the problem. facing him. He found it hard 'to believe that only yesterday an official of

o 'AFGA, the national organization working for famnly planningin Afghanistan, asked for, his help. ’

Since-Habib was the recognized leader of the Tajik in Aq Kupruk the AFGA official sa{ld }le was
-‘the loglcal choice to speak in support of the’ program
-

_ As he stepped out into the street, Habib thought of the effect of hls decision on his w1fe, whose - '

* health had been failing over the years. She had given birth to four healthy daughters and two sons " - .~
- who had died at birth. He thought of how his Aq Kipruk townspeople would react and if it would . -
_...-affect his business. He reflected a moment on the arguments made by the AFGA official for'the ..

 need of family planning in Afghamstan They claimed that family planning had long been prac-

: 'tlced but that now new knowledge and new techmques are avallable le. .

_He wondered if it would be pOSSlble to maintain the position of leadershlp in Aq Kupruk whu;h -
he valued so highly. But he was convinced that. hlS&deClslon was the only proper choice. He was
. commv_uted regardless of the consequences. .

:1‘ '

A

~ QUESTIONSTO BE CONSIDERED

P
Toe -

2. What cultural factors would ﬂinﬂuence hls 1nterpretatlon of these facts?

3. -What reaction could Hablb\expect from the followmg Aq Kupruk people if hls declsmn is to

~ speak in support of family planning: Muslims who have made the hajj; typical men in the town; . o
" ‘typical women in the town; his wife; leaders of the Khoja, Uzbak, and Tayrk communltles the -

- mullah; the school teacher; the town elders nomads?

- 4, What reactlon could Hablb expect from these same people 1f his decision is to speak agamst

famlly plannmg? e . . N G

-

5. What other optlons are open to Hablb? R o . A

6 Ifyou were Habib what would you do and why? In )Aq &(upruk? In Kabul? In your own home-. -
: town? o T _ '

e e . .’

I T = 4




o .uA_zARA*coME TO BARTER_‘ -

=

As Al entered the teahouse his attention’ was attracted by loud laughter from a group of pis
* fellow merchant friends gathered in the far corner. This was their usual noontime gathering flace.
.~ Theysip tea and discuss the affairs of the day. As Al slipped into a vacant seat, he quickly under-
- stood the subject of the laughter Mohammad, his friend-and the opérator of the shop-next to Ali’s’
. own tinshop, was telllqg everyone how he had taken advantage of the Hazara who came down from

| .the hills with grain a?d vegetables to trade.. -

Ali was surprlsed to see h1s Tajik fr;lends howllng with glee as Mohammad told how, in exchange L
* for good grain and vegetables; he had given an Hazara farmer a kerosene lantern that he had been 7
unable to keep burning for more than one hour at a time. Plus he had given the farmer a contalner )

A of fuel mixed w1th an- equal amount of water _' A

_ Mohammad paused to catch his breath. He saw Ali and called to him, “As this lgnorant Hazara _
left my shop he said that he needed to visit a tinshop thid afternoon: I gave him your name, - -Ali, So
.now my good friend can also profit from this simpleton. Tell us, Ali, how will you treat your
customer?”’ “Yes, Ali,” said his friend Habez, the shoe fepairer, over the laughter, *‘tell-us what -
.you will do!” Ali sat back in his chair and looked into the smllmg, eager faces of his friends as they

anxlously leaned forward to hear hls reply . .

e QlJESTIONS.TO BE CONSIDERED
’ . ‘. - b S K S . : ~
1. Why do you th.ink Mohammad was' willing to take advantage of the Hazara?

»

2. What leads you to thlnk that other merchants approved of Mohammad’s actlon? h
3 Is thls sort of action common among merch;r/lts in Aq Kupruk? In your: town?

4. Do you thmk that it is acceptable for a merchant to take advantage of a customer?
5. How many optlons does Ali have in, res g to hls friend’s questlon?

6. If you":fre All, how would 'you answer the frlend 'S questlon? S " 3 .

;' What do you thmk the conseq@s of your declslon would- be? | |

8 Can you Predict any poss1ble consequences being felt by Mohammad?

9. Cou d you behave as Mohammad did?"- J o |

Al

10, ¥ you were the. Hazara what would you do?

11 Do yOu thmk thls lmagmary sntuatlon could really happen in Aq Kupruk?

4. ! . [
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INTERDEPENDBNCY s SR S
A CONGEPT T0 DEVBLOP e
Iné%rdependency isa major ‘theme throughout the AQ KUPRUK - materials. In g
.Aq Kupruk culture, several. groups of peoples ‘are interdependent. Nomads, farmers,

' and shopkeepers depend pn each.other for the essentials o? life. Each prOVIdeS serw'
“vices and- goods to. meet the needs of the other. - . .- P

Further, Aq Kupruk families are 1nterdependent Everyone has a c1ear1y definedu. “

and important rolgt Men head these families. Boys accompany their fathers and -

. learn thé male role- tHrough obsegvation and practice.. Males represent the family 1n,$._'

‘trading, in rdtigious matters, i

~ between families..” Women spend most of their time at home--in or near the family
compound, - Girls. learn the female role by living-it. Child-bearing and rearing,
.cooking, sewing, weaving, -and gathering fuel are among. their responsibilities. The_
wisdom of elders, male and female, is sought when decisions are to be made. 'Each

- -person s role 1s valuable to the entire family--intqrdependence is necessary. h

_ ' The community of Aq Kupruk is 1nterdependent Not on1y are farmers, shopkeepers,

~ and nomads linked in exchanges of‘ goods and services. Religion too is a~dominant

. .force in lives of people. There dare religious days and the daily religious duties
of Muslims. All these affect famlly life,. farming practices and bazaar activities.

- But more 1mportant1y, lifetime goals are linked with the Islamic belief system. The
high value placed on a p11gr1mage to Mecca, for instance, requires savings, and '
_perhaps the sale of land. Hnman life. and religion are 1nterdependent/32§ng_the Aq
_Kupruk ' ‘ : T ' S

Interdependency is only one of the concepts wh1ch AQ KUPRUK materials can help '
"develop. Other important concepts include: evidence, inquiry, valuing, belief, and
° proof; role, .status, structure,/dominancé, passiveness, competitiveness, aggressive~ .
.ness, cooperation, reciprocity, ethnic characteristics, majority, minori and .
power; environment, resources and symbiotic relationships; subsistence; &thnic
characteristics; relationships and comparative advantage; farming, herrlng, shop-
keeping; literagy, education, and religion; good, real .and true; ‘and lifestyle and
culture. Select one of these concepts for your own concept analysis to be done

caring for the animals and crops, and in conflictsfﬁ -‘3'

- through.a study of. AQ KUPRUK.. Hypothesize about what you expect to find associated - -

“with the-selected concept. Keep a record of these hypotheses and cont1nua11y test -
.. them against the data provided Develop as many of ‘the* concepts as you can. And -
'then determine which you cOnsider most- 1mportant s : -
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sma‘ll amount of food in the storeroom and of the weakened condttlon of hls herd

e . To's

) MAHMOUD?SD!ECISIQN T

Mahmoud looked down at hls newborn chl]d Another,glrl His fourthl Mahmoud thought of the' '

-

Drought and"erop faxlures had Teft the famlly with almost no surplus food, Havmg nothmg to E
barter at the bazaar he- had little: chance to get rthore to. eat for hlS famlly '

" Now he was faced with another mouth to feed- If it had only been a son: a son to help him on the
.1and; a'son who could carry on his name; a son whom he could teach to be a man; a son he could be

proud of. Instead his wife produced another girl. Sure, she would work in the fields and learnto

- weave, and bake bread. Perhaps she would even make a good marrlage, bringing some wealth and
prestlge to her own family. But for that he would have to wait many years.

Mahmoud frowned and tumed away. He would i lgnore her She would cry but soon the crymg
would stop. Why had Allah seen fit to pumsh h|m so? .

A
o .

' QUESTIONS TO BE CONSIDERED
L What do you " think Mahmoud has declded to’ do? L . ' . N
Why does lﬁhmoud thmk dlfferently of daughters and sons? . ' v
s Mahmoud § declslon defenslble? Why? - S S e

Wlll Mahmoud’s rellglon look favorably upon hls actlon? Why? .
Wlll Mahmoud’s famlly look favorably upon his actlon? Why? -
4Wlll Mahmoud’s nelghl{ors look favorably upon hls action? Why? .

‘Would Mahmoud's declslon be accepted in your commumty? Why? :

b
]

'_Would Mahmoud’s decision be acceptable to you? Why? - o |

g
®oNe e s e
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' “So proud " my mother said, “‘My son is gaing to Mecca. ‘Such a good Tajlk boy. Now he sa
mari.” What else could I do, all dressed up in my new clothes and red turban, waiting for the truck - .
to carry me to Mazar-i-Sharif. Here I was, settmg out on the ﬁrst portion of my pllgnmage P -

: sn'ﬁled What can. I say? T
Mazar-l Sharlf was very’ large, I thought I had never seen such a grand and beautiful bui]dmg
 as the Blue Mosque.-Have you seen it? No? Oh, too bad. You really must ga to Mazar-l-Sharlf and '

see the Blue Mosque. . _ _ : . =

¥ ve never been in an airplane before. Sometlmes we see them above ‘Aq Kupruk But they never *© - . |
- stop there of course, It is a small town."And there is little flat land—except for the buzkashi playing . &
.I'm sorty. I'm talking too. R

field of course. I saw airplane pictures in books at school. But then..
gnuch I suppose I'm excited. We must be about the same age I'm seventeen How old are you?

' ] Eigﬁtgen? I shbxld have known. Have you: ever been on a pxlgnma’ge before? Oh look out the -
\vmdow That must be Kabul. The king used to live there. Look at those buildings and.the w1de

st e“bts‘““ Oh my, just rmagme what the holy city of Mecca will be hke 1f thls is Kabul

-

-

Nars

Lo

13
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' Do you have a place to stay? Perhaps we could stay together My cousin is expecting me I’m sure '
' his family would welcome yop ¢ too. Please share our hospltahty S _

'll Is -the story plauszble? Could it happén? ' _. T e o A

| '-‘2 Is the smgle perspecttve ma;ntalned throughout the story? e . o A ,
3, To whom is the speaker talkmg? Where? e TR | e
4. Can you plete the story, contmuing the haﬂ to Mecca and eturn:ng the two y0ung men to :

their A_fghan bmes?

. . \ . e-.,

e
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: 4S9 little grass. S‘dl‘ittlc'inﬂk;'Tv_'v_p littlé gdnts,.l'l-q.ve’diedi already this week.:’-’_. the mother 'said éadly.-, -
_Hg_;..;-ix-yeag'-ol_d;d_a'ughter ‘tubbed her. stomach ﬁu_t_made o sound.” . oo . o N
to Aq.Kupt;gk éi;ery day, chooﬁng "the'highland"ttails' .

. where the cooler, moister air keeps the: gra een. It was autumn and the.cqol dry winds had already

begun to blow. TH®Y.were a few days lafef ‘than normal. The drought in the west and-south.had ..
.+  weakened their animals, slowing their profress. The'area around Aq Kupruk was less affected, The . - '

-+ ». -, moniads expected to reStwell there and fattgn their herds for winter while trading the merchandise they ' - -

Iy | ]

L Thase m’aldar,'noniad'sf.fwéré moving cl

¥ brought from Herat, Y | | T
s ‘ 'Thp’f;l'itt'le,.g"irl'.wafchqd he‘rmqther milk a go'alf:_"f‘he cup was filled almost to, overflowing, Maybe'fc;day L
.+ .. she would have all she waﬁted-to‘drink._ i‘l‘{o;”" her mother said, “‘we will also need:yoghurt and dried

. curds, krutytosellinthe town I il it my Jpghut cups today, tomotrow you may drink llyou fiks.” -

. .~ " Thelittle girl strolled away sadly. Every day it was the same: She was too young to understand-that her oo

-+ family must have something to.sell to the fariners dnd shopkeepersin Aq Kuprukor they.could not stay. -
" - . The ndmads’ herds needed to, graze the wheat stubble from the. newly haryested.fiplds. Without-good . .
.+, grazing, they would not survive further ‘travel’ during.the winter ahead. - S ¢ .
vy ' o ’ T . o : . ‘. s : ..'.. : Ic .
. Only two more days. Would Aq Kupruk-bde ':s fyll of fodd as gl_e dréamed? The little girl chased a .

. playful:goat back toward the herd. Her spitits lifted. Twg).more days! Maybe she could even sneak into

"' -the bazaar with her older brothers. - - A A ok SR

. a [ .

‘ . .

' 'T‘; =" Explain how the folloving ate related: inilk, yoghurt, farmers, nomads, Aq Kupruk, bazaar, rain,
| Brass and wheat stubble, goats, sheep, and catle.- ST

N .. | .-'Aﬂq . . 3 ot ’ _~.' ) "“‘. -\"-"_ . -

2 DiScus_s the conéepls of 's'ur.plus and shortage interms ‘of trade"relationships:. Give éxarnples'of,either '
.or.bot_h,ftom'your'_p\_vn'experiencq. R ‘ Lo

+ 3, Why could 'th,e_.h(i!'l:li‘lg‘l's }easqh;ably expect the éffeé_t of the dqught to be less severe in -’A.ql‘ft“-Pf“&?f-'_ - A
) Is sottled asjicultqmel.or nomadism moreor less 'vulnér‘hb_letd climatic variations? To-egonomic -

P o : : . ' (P ’ ’ L3S

s, In"il_drthefl; Afgh’ahiSth, "n.om’ads and farmer/townsmen are interdependent, What adv;intages’ and
- disadvantages does each life style produce? . "~ .. o L T
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\ *"\*Too much grass. Too much milk,""-.the nonfad mot'hér’qéid |$H8hﬁ18|)';- Her ughter laughipd too.
- ¥ - These nomads weré moving closer to Aq Kupruk each day. The summer grazing had been unusually
.., -good. “Fat cols, fat sheep, fat goats, Everything fat,” the mothér joked again in her native Pashto .

. ~ language, .. - . - ot L

..~ The womanzand daugliter milked the cows and goats with experienced hands. Fresh milk was used at . -
.77 thenext meal."Yoghurtand dried curds would be made by fermenting the remaining milk in an assort-
.. mentoftin/copper, and-wooden containers. In.a few days the yoghutt would dry and then more could
be made. Milk and fresh and dried yoghurt could be sold at Aq Kupri#R. The mdldar Saravan would be = .-
“there in Several days.., - /. P L e e
.'_ ‘..‘A' REEEE \:'_‘-V " - . ‘ ‘ ( .‘v(;, . e
p _M'ean_while,_’evey ddy there was more and ‘more milk. Everyone drank as much as: they wanted.
"Yoghurt'was eaten at eyery meal. STl the animals gave more milk and all the vessels were filled. Even -
.some ofthe leather'bags usually kept for water were filled with fermenting milk. In Aq Kupruk it could '
.- 'bessold, if it could be kept. No one tould rémember when such a thing had happened before. Usually -
.+ : thereivas only enough milk to meet family needs with a little extra for trading and selling. “But this ye#r -
+ 0 ‘miich rain,” the mother-pojnted out, “‘makes too much milk.”’ . o e

LoE Lt e T I I T T A
K ;‘ . .- . . -_ o . T \ , . | . | . ' N . S . ._ "‘“ !
< 1. Explain how the following are related: milk, nomads, Aq Kupruk, bazaar, rain, grass, cows, goats, - ,
.7 end yoghurt, . = - .o S B T L
© 271 you were a member of the.maldar nomad family with too much milk, what would you do?
'3, G'_ive”a_n example of a 'surbl_us.fo_od situation which you have experienced. .
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" -“Now that we are all present, let this meeting begin. Mahmoud, you are our best speaker. Please FAET
explain our concerns so that we all may reason carefully- about what should be done.” ‘

' “Tharnk you, sir. Let me begin this way. The problem concerns the national government and Aq
- Kupruk. ‘An agent from Kabfil is waiting outside. He has papers which say that. Aq Kupruk will

no longer be the Administrative Center for this District. The papers say that Sholgara is to be the
Administrativé Center. If the agent is to be believed, we will keep the government building near the
bridge. Some officials will stay here. But most will be transferred to Sholgara. It is up to us to meet ..
with the government agent. But some of us believe our fitst loyalty is to Aq Kupruk, How can this - .
~matter be handled so that it is best for Aq Kupruk? That is why we. have been called together by R

- the. chief elder. I suggest’that we discusy the situation 9ow'7 R

” »

: l As-g‘n’ elder.,.wh:at would you récommenc_i?' D | o
2 As a‘ﬁhopkébp;r,' what v.v_ould..y'ou recommend? |
3. As 2 f_Armér','?vhatLWoull'd 'you‘ recor;ﬁlg.n.d-?*»- - S

I 4 As”an en.l-p]o'ye'é. of the pfesent District Admihi&i%_tibn, .v‘vhat wou.ld'_yo.l'__x. ;ecoinin'ehd?: :
"5._: As'“loca.].-. Isl'_amic leader, a; }_riullah, wf\_a.t._'wOulé_,yod._\fécommeﬁd? .

6. As -_g.-’young person in the A_q’: Kupr'uke"school, what w@y.ld‘.you-_feco;nménd.? v
7. As a former. Aq Kupruk ‘t_l;'oiw;living in _Sliolg'a.fé,,' what would yo;i fécbplm_énd'?' e
8. As a;_ fbrmer Aq Kupruk now liv’mé’; ;_nf Kabul, what___W(?'uld ydh Arec.bn.nhend?'” o c .
9, As a_ﬁoﬁi-ad can-l'ping',at' A(i Kugr.u_k,'what W.Ol_ll'dv 'you_. gecbmmeﬁd?- o o '

10 As the-wife :o.t:‘ an élder; what would you _irecommen(.i? -
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LT PHO’I‘OGRAPHAN}LYSIS' e Ty
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Photographs provide one form of imagery photographs tell much' about supplymg new mforma- N
- tion and giving concrete expressign to verbal images. Advantages include accuracy, detail,and = -
., .consistency of perspective. Photographs are an inexpensive and ‘reliable process for recording what
thxngs were like: at.a certain place and time Culture study can make many uses of photographs

Photographs tell much about AQ° KUPRUK s supplymg new informatlon and giving -« - <.
L concrete expression to verbal i 1mages One example of photographxc analy s suggested below
S What can’ you. say . about other pictures of AQ KkUP RUK I \
C . .‘ o o PR OBSERVATIONS | o ) . o '.
- -Zippers? B <V | |

Suxt Jacket Used?
American or Sovret?

Metal and Paper Contamers?
Qil? prces? Tea?f

Ballpomt pens? , Metal locks with keys?

. .
4"_

Poster advertxsmg shoes
Words in Pashto.

Naxlchpper? B

i

s he healthy? _
. Look..at te_gh and skin
Hat? Sheapskin? '
Locally made?"

T4

Shirt with butt_ons :
.and embroidery.

‘Bookle_ts or mag'azines?_ L Sc,al_es. Kilograms?Pounds? "

| A | ' | ‘ _' Lo . \r,—, " .'.‘- \; X'A‘rv | A 'E . . _ | .. | B .\. |

R e N s : S N - . -

' L ’ Rale? , ) »‘. ’ o AN . - : » ey .‘.. . . ) ;

- Y L T M " "y b S . S . s
i " i3? - These are apparently'

&5 . -jars of dried goods.

“%  Nuts? Candy? Seeds?

A merchant Wrrtten rec-
_ords indicate he is.a Ta_]lk
" shopkeeper ~in_~ the Aq
Kupruk bazaar photos
.graplied in 1972. What time
. of day? What season of ther v
_year? .

" Two boxes of something

"Fresh gra*s? &

\-‘. ..'l ’

. N ‘- o '..." : . ’ . C ' .r‘. ~_o / . . s .
‘QUESTIONS - L 'Who are the actors shown? R How representative is the photograph?
- ) L L . Can it be accepted as. evidence for
| What does the photograph show? What -are’ the relatronshrps between makmg hypotheses and generahzations?
actors and things? , . A
.- On the basls of this photogrgphlc :
_ . What are the relattonshlps between . .imagery what can we say about: the-man,
: What acct'ons are- shown? ' things and thmgs? o A . the shop, Tajik males,. Muslims, Aq
T o Nl ‘ _ RN '--'Kupruk shopkeepers,__ AQ KUPRUK.

- What types of things are shown?

~ ¢

GERT [WRITTEN DATA: The following is handwritten ‘on the back of the photograph “Taﬂk
- Shopkeeper-Aq Kupruk ” photographed by Josephine Powell 1972, Photo. ﬂle picture #13 36JP..

AUFS.] -
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: lf any questions are basrc, surely these are: What is good? What is real? What is. true? We basncj | -
philosophlcal questions to be asked of oneself and of- any SubJCCt worthy of study A

P ’

s RIS EE : T L

v ~ b

e AQ KUPRl)K is the object of study You have an opportumty to compare what you accept K .
as good wnth,what is apparently perceived as good among Aq Kupruk people. Praying to God ona. . ).
‘regulat . basis, five: times ‘efch day, is perceived ds good among Aq Kupruk and other Muslims
throughout Islam. It costs nothing. It requires little time. And it is'a regular Yeminder-of the relation-

: shrps between-God and man-and dutles How does this com arg wrth the oblrgaﬁons ptescnbed by your

~ religion? - :

. ..g‘ Studying about AQ KUPRUK is not the same th1ng as being. there,. Through
descriptnons » maps, pho Jgraphs, simulations of reality, and motion pictures

. -one 1s exposed to rgpresentations of reality ‘at Aq Kupruk.: Misinterpretation

. +is one ‘danger. . Oversimplification is another. Can what is real ever be ‘deter-

. mined through studying representations? It's a slgn1f1cant question but too.
complex for this brief discussion. More important is to continually raise the
question.  What is-real? Can it be known or are all perceptlons of rea11ty based
upon rep;'esentat1ons~-approx1mat10ns of real:{ty" -

- In'contrast fo what'is real the questlon of what is good seems simple. After all, why can’t we just - -
decide what is good? The dilemma is.in different petceptions of who should decide and what'should be . -
decided. ‘Simply to decide what is good may be easy. Getting others to accept that decision may be more ~ . . |

. difficult. And then, what is good in.one situation may not be in another. No wonder peopld have argued L
"' the questlon for thousands of years. . . .

;-

* Truth ought fo be easrly determmed One should be able to go through all materials of a culture and
“quickly determine what.is true. But can-physical artifacts and written reports of attitudes and' behavror
and beliefs ever convey to’you, an outsider, the same meamng they convey to actual participants in that

. ‘culture? Can you ever be sure you have access to all the:information? The process of seeking truth, for -~ - v ’
-most people anyway. is tlme consummg, dnfﬁcult at t|mes |mposs|ble, always provocatrve L

What is true ‘about Aq Kupruk the people and the place? Are there, for mstance, 3 000 male heads of '
'famllies livlng there? Does it matter that the number be exact? If there were 3,000 in 1963 what will be .-
_the number in 1993? Quantrtatnve truth is satisfying to some, but is it sufficient? Can you measute other -
- kinds of truth? Perhaps it is more important toask: Is it Zrue that life is good at Aq Kupruk? Do the. o
| materials ih AQ. KUPRU\[( L truly represent what is- real about Aq Kupruk? - e
C If even tentative and\partxal atﬁswers to these quest1ons can be sat1sfactor11y o
 dealt -with in the case of AQ- KUllRUK then the test is whether the same level .of
o 'obJect:lvity can be mamtamed th pne stud1es other cultures--mcludmg one's

' .own. . . .
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* WHEN YOUR SON COMES WEWILLLEAVE -~ °

g v o " E N o ‘ -'/. . .'-: . L

"7 .. “lamsorry but you will have to.go. My son will now farm this piece of land when
the army. You have been a good teriant and I will recommend you to any ot
nesds a man to’ farm his land. Or. maybe there’s some other kind - of work -

¢

_ ~“Teooam sorry,” replied Mohammad. *I have done the best I can for you and miy '6wﬁ-;£fhil'y°.' It

is hard to be a farmer without owning land. You have been fair but I cannot help remgmbering

- better days—when my farily owned land. My father had so much land that each son héd a farm. " |

. 2

- difficult to B poor, sir. I am a farmer though and a farmer I must remain.” "

¥

" And we had tenants to.farm other land as-well. But he is dead and we no longer owsi land. It-is

. Sardar, the landowner, spoke. I pray that you will have bet.te'r-days_' ahqéd. If it v;ﬁé not that :ﬁy

* .. sonis now grown, you would be welcome to stay.-But he must have Jand. And this ig/the only land I .

returns from . - .
andowngr who
1 could do.” -

*have for him to farm. Perhaps you can find employment in Sholgara, for it is gpﬁwi;_lg fast. And |

-~ oot

. -

- your children could go to school..~"

““But, bir,” Mohammad interrupted. We are.Aq Kupruk. My father’s, father's, father lived.
-~ here: Ayd my childten have already been to school, right here in Aq Kupruk. Sholgara is too big.

Too maby people. No. It is best for me to stay here. I know the people. I'am a good farmer, I will

*. -have faith in Allah as I always have had. Maybe some merchant in the bazaar will need me t 'farm 5 L

his land. Thank you for your kindness. When your son comes we will - leave.”

- : ]

M -3
i

LN

e e S N
. L. Describe. the two' pérspectives presented in.the story.

\

.-2. Explain the different perce;;tiOns of .t_hé‘.foll_owing: Sh-'o_lgar‘d._.: -sc.ho.ql.,.and'movihg ; fromAq :

- Kupruk. .

[P S
. o e X -

773, In the landowger's position, what would you §0? ..v L

’

. 4. .1In the tenant: farmerfs,pos'ition-, _'what'-wo_uid you do? o - ey DRI g

5. In the "e"“"t‘fdr"!%rjé wt’fé’s'jﬂosition.. what would )"oi__x dq?

oY . . . . > ' L g
AR . . — . S
. . ° ° [ . . - )

" 6.. In ‘the ‘landowner's s n's"p'oéition,'What-w_ould_ you do?. S e : .'.';};- ~ o

o _‘.. ’
. M "b ) . »..
. ..
: . o . .
. ‘ ¢ oy
o . Vo ' L
. . . 3
: ' . . 4
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N\ .. ¢ .. ,WHEREINTHEWORLDIS AQKUPRUK?
o . i . A - . e : -_.‘ ., g R i “. .. 5 R ._‘ _. ‘, ._ h ‘ ,

. AMAPSTUDY TO DEVELOP GEOGR__APHICAI’PERSPEC’I‘WE y

i 'A‘:'

Halfway between Mos¢ow and Rangoon Burma On the opposlte side of the globe ‘from the states of L
Utah and Nevada. North of the equator about the same dlstarg:e as Memphls, Tennessee and San Fran- ..
fghamstan in the dry reglon where the Lo

- cisco, California. Aq Kupruk-is a small town" in northern
. Middle East and Central Asra overlap

\ L a

R . . . . . . €

Aq Kupruk is more than a whtte dot on a world map. The dot merely represents the town whlch CXIStS

& on the north flank .of the Hindu Kush Mountains in Afghanistan. A topog'raphlc ma?‘provrdes more .
.. " imagery—the- ‘details which surround Aq Kupruk The Balkh River, for ‘instance, flows from-
* " . snow-capped mountains northward inta the "Amu Darya River and onward toward the: Aral Sea. In -
& terms of uphill and downhill relationships, Aq Kupruk is located some 3, 937 feet above sea level (1, ZW -

FEN » +
t

N meters) ngher areas surround the town on all sldes except north




. Central Asia

N

. BAZAAR

R ADAY AT THE AQKUPRUK E BAZAAR -
R S OVERVIEW
. . ‘ C . .

A ‘DAY AT THE "AQ KUPRUK BAZAAR is jl simulation which attempts to recreate the ..
' atmosphere and emotional state- of traders present ata town bazaar in-a vnllage or. small town in

- Thls game can be played one¢ or more times by the group studying "Aq Kupruk "o
and one tlme by the’ whole class, led by a member of the YAq Kupruk" group, L

) .
—~

| “The game is played in two parts: (1) under a bartes system (goods ate excha'nged for other goo'ds)
&’ nd (2) under a monetary system (goods are bought and sold for money) Under both systems, the C
jegt 'is for each player to get the “best deal.” , _

' Players have several possnble roles Wthh can be alternated (1) selling, (2) buying, 3) account- 3 :
o _ing, (4) team meetings,. and (5) visiting the teahouse for tea, food, talk gossip, -and/or business

It is not necessary to determine a winnet for the game although a wmner or winners may be de- '

- termined if the players wish, Winners can include those who accunylated the most merchandise or,,i___;.'_.._u_._.;i

I money or both. Or winners can include those who played most vigoro sly, or thosé who most im-

' proved their position during the course of play. Whatever the playess decide is the ‘meaning of win-
ning, the discussiori should prove interesting. Meanings of the terms subsistence, survival, mer-

.- . chandise, barter, tradmg. monetization, exdhange, interaction, ‘‘good deal’”’ and "best’ can be de», -

_ ,veIOped through playing BAZAAR and the ost-play discusslons Read both the enstg,uctions and




B - K‘ . .

' R - BAZAAR - SRR
L )‘*‘ADAYATTHEAQKUPRUI;BAZAARH R o
R | PLAYING RULES .
(1) Dwnde class into three eams. _ . . . Ca ;
A, Farmers e\ _ N LT S S
~'B. Shopkeepers " - ' ’ o T . S
- C;Nomads - . . o Lo o 8 S

: " Each team should consult Notes on the Aq Kupruk Bazaar to famnllarlze players with the
. % physical features of the market. Also look at' the black and white photograph, provnded w1th
C .other materials in tlnrgame S _

° .
O Y " ’

' ='Farmers and Nomﬁs organm&separately before v1s1t1ng the shops Dlscuss what to get and c
. ..what to trade and sell. Decide when-and where to meet during the trading, perhaps i m the
' jteahoUse (It has a capacity of four dtxstomers Pplus an owner and a walter)

A

| Shopkeepers set up shops w1th only one or two people terldlng each. Shops may nnclude ‘
o teahouse\cloth shop, new. and used- clothlng shop, . a.. food shop, and a butcher shop,

" .Craftsmen are.included in this s category and, like the_keeper of a clothing store, they are ..
__part-time farmers. Craft shops may 1nclude tmsmlth bl'acksmnth cobbler, carpentry,

leather, and tailor. )

T . Teahouse kee);er may serve tea, plaln and mlnt skewered meat cooked vegetables, or .
. yoghurt and prov1de muslc and readmg matetlal ' N

. .- Lo .. L .
. - . . v .
. 'Y ) ) . . . . sy
' . P . . . L. . -~ H B
. - .

(2) lee mstructlons and one - merchandlse card to each group .
a 4 . .Y RS .
- (3) Teams decide among themselves how to/dmde goods among 1nd1v1duals for trading purpos'es-" L
/ during the playing of BAZAAR Dutle arg d1v1ded as the group chooses There may be many -
traders=—or few. . =/ ¢ A p) . .\ ~

(4) Pas “Need Sheets" labeled “Barte' ! to each team One need sheet should be provnded for o
each ayer within, a team and anothet sheet should be used to maintain the team’ s record of -
galns and losses If penctls are’ used the marks can be erased and the sheets may | be used again.

(5) Set up the “bazaar” area to resem fe the Aq Kupruk bazaar shown in the 8 x 10” photograph _

. \Use desks for.shops. - R L
- .Make 2 rows of desks with_the 2. rows faclng each other and ; center alsle Between the two. -
(Shopkeepers can sit behind desks ) A teahouse.with four seats an be anywhete in the row.

(6) Begin tradmg Farmers ang. Nomads may move through the bazaar tradlng with whomever -'
.~ .- = they wish among the shopkeepers and may also trade among themselves. And they may v1s1t_
'. . / the teahouse - though its capacnty is only four people at a-time. o

(7) At the end of a reasonable time perlod stop the game and have players record what they have ﬁ
_in their possesffon. (At this. time, it is permissible for farmers and shopkeepers to exchange S
roles since most, shoplredpers in Aq Kupruk are also farmers). SRR

'\




N

~ . "(8) Redistribute.all merchandisé as it was when the playing started. Pass ““Need Sheets” labeled-
I -1‘Mon'etiz_atioh” to each group. - : SR . / S .

ezl oo . (9) Introduce money to the BAZAAR system by distributing the following amounts to the respec-. "
PR ’.,ﬁ\?éig‘rigf ps. 1A ““bank’ may be established solely for the purpose of makifig-change. Youmay - .
.~ wantto treafe “1 afghani” notes) ~- . BRI S -
'Farmers - 160 afghanis * . = | _
. .~ Shopkeepers - 530 afghanis . -~ - el
- Nomads-210 afghanis . - \ o

0 Begin buying and selling. -~ W

(11) When the game ends, have players record on their need sheets what is'in their possession as in-
- " .dividdals and also-as a group of farmers, shopkeepets, or nomads. Suggestions for pdst-play -
participant evaluation are provided on the next page. BAZAAR is a simulation designed to*ac-
quaint participants with a%“:jor form of human activity in 'Aq Kupruk, a Town in northern
* Afghanistan. But more than that, BAZAAR is a miniature economy quite like many other sub-
sistence, barter, and fiiciietized economies elsewhere in the world: What happens in Aq
_ Kupruk’s bazaar happens elsewhereas well. The basic elements of exchange and interaction
. are incorporated in BAZAAR. - .y . . o \m“ L

)
R ‘
’ ‘e . B ' . \\'. \ v : oo ’ ' Lo
. .. One Uzbak ar)d .severa’l‘ Tagik relax at a teahotnst_a in thé Aq Kupruk bazaar. .

-

-

| »

oS L L




.. BAZAAR - . IR
' ADAYATTHEAQKUPRUK BAZAAR S,

. PARTICIPANTEVALUATION -~ "

. An evaluation segsion .can conducted by a teacher or an ap- - n _——
pointed or elécted student. The following questions may be help- . e
ful in guiding the participant evaluatlon of what was learned S
through the snmulatlon

o

‘- . v

T w . L
IS, all . P
: - . T v . . .

L. ¢

‘~
\

a(l) Whlch system benefited whom? Barter sy§tem or Monetary system? Why?
Ke) Dld people come out about thi same under both systems? leferently? Why?
e ..,(3) What ‘goods sold most qmckly?sMost slowly? Most completely?

e

@) Do you thmk the same pa'ttern of sales would actually have occurred in Aq Kupruk? Why? _' '_ - |
- | '(S) What group of peop‘le tended to do best? Farmers? Shopkeepers? Nomads? Why? o ’
.'.(6) What type of person dld best? 'Aggresslve? Passlve? Shrewd? Clever? Trustmg? Why? | |

L " (7) What did he or she do’to perform as well as he or shé" dld? | N

, '-'~-.-(8) What system dld people prefer? Barter or Monetary? Why?
R (9) Which system would work best. in our country'% Why? | _' o | |
""_ . .(10) What examples can you glve of barter and monetary systems bemg used in the Umted States?'
1) = _;(1 1‘) Why do you thmk money was mt&oduced to the Aq Kupruk Bazaar and what were |ts effects?

- (12) What is meant by t the followmg terms:: ubststence. survzval merchandtse, barter. tradmg. S -
o monetizatzon, exchange, interactzon, ‘ggod deal,’’ and “‘best'’? How are these useful terms?_ A

_ (13) How are Aq. Kupruk farmers, nomads shopkeepers, and tradmg practices hke those in your. g
-~ . own culture? .~ R _ ' _ S~ -
(14), What else w0uld you hke to know about the comn}ermal actlvmes of the people of Aq Kupruk?

. [




.. - NOTES ON.THE AQ KUPRUK BARAAR

g leDmes

. (Adapted from Louis Dupree, “‘Aq _K'l_xpruit; A Town in Northern -Afgthiétan,”

~

~ - American Universities Fieldstaff Reports, South Asia Series, 1966, pages 19-22.)

- o . .
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. " Faimers’ Markét
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* THE BAZAAR AT AQ KUPRUK
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. Numbeyr of
Shop on Sketch .

.\1.

28

-39

.48

15 -

031"“

4 .

2223

40« 41

-

2-8 ©

EN

-

.-

S p .

arry Russian matches,

' Tz': pe of ShoE

'_Closed shop; now a

Je

residence
Rice, wheat, corn shop Ta._]ik
Caravanserai. Tajik
- Bonjaraghi Tajik -

Tajik owned
Tajik .owned

- Closed shop
Closed shop’

_ Closed shop _
‘Kerpsene, dried fruits
,Closed shop

’ Té.jik owned
Tajik

Bazazi {good cloth) Tajik ,

. Closed shop Tajik owned
. Bazazi Tajik - '
Smail bonjaraghi Sa ada.t
(plus corn, dried
fruits) : B
- Bazazi (good cloth, - Tajik -
plus dried’ and Iresh
fruit) . : : o
Dyer - ' ‘ Tajik

. Closed o‘hopa o

. Aharighar (black- , ~Tajik
" smith) S : o
“Teahouse; salt ahop - Tajik
'Shoe repair: Tajik . -
Teahous'e (eating . "Sa'adat
Aplace_--go_od pilaw . .

v

.+ Ethnic Group

Ta._]ik reaident

' Tajik owned

Tajik owned =

of Shopkeeper -
- Teahouse-serai (inn) Tajik, Irom Sang-r
oL " .charak "’
"" *Bonjaraghi (general ‘All Sa adat _
"~ store; plus ca.ndy. (Sa.yyid) v ’
sugar) o~
" "Teahouse-serai - Sa adat '
Bomaragﬁi ~ Sa'adat
Teahouse "- Sa'adat

-

Chigon (coat seller) " Tajik
Bazazi (cloth seller) Tajik®
_Shoe repair Sa'adat
Bazazi . Sa'adat |
Dried fruits, melons, . Sa‘adat
-corn .
Dried fruits, corn. : Sa'adat .
. candk : ' . ’
. Bakery o Tajik, originally
fdom Magar-i-
: ‘< Sharif
Closed shop ' Tajik owned
Caravanserai ‘Tajik -
Bonjaraghi; chapon. Sa"a'.ﬂa.t .
(Best shop intown) ¢ . %

- Shop-opeén every day

or just Bazagr Days.

‘ Every'da,y
* .

Every diy (2,4,8); Bazaar -

: da.ys (3.5.6.7) »

Everyday

. Every day (10, 12); Ba-

~ Every day. -

. zaar days (11) R
"Every day ’

Every day

- Every day 1

Bazadar days - - |
Bazaar days

Bazaar days . - . .
Bazaar days = -
Bazaar days '
Bazaar days

Bazaar days.

..Eve r.y.'da.y.

—m—napy

_Every'd'a.y o

~ Bdzaar ._oays _

Baiaaf do.ys :

-Bazaar daysé . B

'~ Bazaar days

. Every day

Bazaar days . = .

~ Every da..y

. Bomara‘hi are ahopa wilich ppeciahze in foreign importl. basically general stores. They

nglish‘flashlight batteries, Czech kerosene stoves, Italian ball.
int pens, West German hurricane lanternsy Indian’mantles for gulampn. aluminum goods _
rom Pakis
thop :ells cal produce as well. 1 havei éd this,

Every day .
Every day N -
Bazaar days e
- 4 ’ 1

‘

t?tga from Pakistan and Ipdia, American cigarettes, and -similar goods. If a

. v
~ e T "

LL‘ - T o . O : _
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. Nu:f;borof.. BEE
Shop.on Sketch -

“Type of Shop

Ethnic Group

. fShogkeeEe

. 46 Empty serai . .. 'I’ajik owned
. 41 . " .. Closed shop; now Sa! adat owned
' - ' a residence i
~48-49. » Closed shops T,njik' owned
50 e Tinsmwha(repairl. ! Tajik- .
T aluminum, pots, .
- Buckets, kegtles,
T S ebc.) o o
' 51 v Sman)bogpngm 7 7 Khoja
"+ " plus some dried - -
fruit e
52 " Bazazi " - Tajik .
. 53 + Bazazi. and tailor - Tajik
‘(khayat) . : j_«
\\Q 54 S _Qara’v'ana,eri;i (ani- - _Tajik -
oo : ‘, - mals Kept here on. .
. - ' Bazaar days) _ :
55 Teahouse _ “Tajik _
.. ~56« 58 “Close hOps Tajik owned ’
¢« ‘59 - = Teah - . Tajik owned
. 60 .Corn ltorage depot - Tajik -
61 Bagazi. .V Tajik
62 "Good. bonjaraghi Tajik = °
.. ' " {plus c%. tea, .
. . .- . ‘sugar, and faﬁcy
.‘-‘. . o .hoes) : .
63 L Boniaraghi-(plun . . Tajik
y ‘“4 - %-. cornand fancy - '
‘ shoes),  ~ - = | o
- .. .64 ° Bonjaraghi - Tajik
65 -Closed shop . ' Tajik owned
66 Bonjaraghi (plus Tajik:
o corn, dried fruits,. oY
' T and locally grown '
T . ytobacco) .
.« . . -6T " Bonjaraghi (plus Tajik .. -~
e ! dried fruit, shoes) . Lo
- 68 - . Bonjaraghi (plus - Tajik,,
E ol "dried fruit, shoes).
69 Bog‘jaragh‘i (plus~ .. - * Tajik
e dried fruit:. shoes) . o -
170 Skin selley " Tajik -
- 71 .. Bonjaraghi (plus Tajik
' dried fruits, onions, - ' .
) . shoe repairs) . -
S 1 "Small bonjaraghi (but- - Tajik
R DI - mainly dried fruits. . ’
_ _ AT Y melons) _ K o _ °
cete 930 o F | Salt shop - © . Webak
s 140 T Bomaraghg (plus rice;. . ‘Tajik.
4 o garlic, tomatoes) -
. 1% i Shoe repair .-Tajik ,
. 16 Large bonjaraghi - . Tajik’
S i ... Kevosene, salt: . ~ ' Sa'adat -
L co0 18 " ‘Shoe_repair - - Tajik
s 19 . Large bonjaraghi Tajik
T 80 ' B°El"‘lﬁi !pqu Tajik -
L . . shoe; repair e
SR

.l " Every day

" Every day.

Bazaar dayl

Bazzir day 5.

Ba_zaar dayl
e '

" DBagaar dajy_q_ _

Every day .
Bazaar days -

Bagzaay days - - -

Every day

>
“"Every day .

Every jday

_ '_'Eve_ry day E

A

R . o

Evef.y day

Ege:\{ day _ .

Bazaar days |

* Bazaar days

. Bazaar:days

Bazaar days - .

Ba"zaa'.'r. days

‘ Bazaar days -

Bazaar days
- .Every day
Bazaar days -
" Bazaar days
- Bazaar days
Bazaar dayl ‘

JU S T

- I
~ e




Number of T d ; T Etl}gi'c Group ’ .- Shop open every day
éhop on Sketch : zge of Shog - ot S%Ekeeger ) .or_just Bazaar Days ‘
'-_‘ © 8l N Melon shog . % 7 - Tajik : P Every day .
v 82 Bomaragh (plus Tajik .. . - -Everyday
e e ‘chapons) ¢ - v s T .
- 83 . Bomaraghi Tajik E : _Bazaar days
ST T84 - omaraghl (plus | . Tajik - Bazaar days
R A U tea) S
S L Bgn!araghx St Tajik .. :Every day
S e, 86 o . Bonjaraghi (plus T‘,“‘ Tajik U EverY day
SRR ) Tl _shoes) . TR R . o
_ o 87 & ;- .Large bomaraghl, _ Sa'adat R Every day
e 88 - ‘_ Bonjaraghi - Tajik. | - . . .Bazaardays .
o .07 8977 .. Bonjaraghi (plus Tajik . * " . Bazaar days
: e e - tea and shoes) - - - o . S
. ..90 - . . . -Bonjaraghi (plus -~ 'Sd'adat’ - ° _ .. Everyday
R T te_a.;rice.'dried' : . T T e
T - fruits) - S - .
_ 91 Bonjaraghi (plus . Sa'adat "Bazaar day's,
N : v : aluminum dish- . U A S
/ o .7 .77 ware, tea) e - B
e 92 ' Bazam ‘ - Khoja .° .| : Everyday . - ,
i e ‘93, .- Bomaragh (plus Tajik’. .. & ~ Bazaar days '
. : . Co .- ) dried fruj.'-ts' a I e . w ',.' . .' ° -
o "+ " melons) = . - S L
' 94 f"' . ... ' Eatingplace, tea-, - Sa' adat_ [+ 7 | Bazaar days
ot © 'Y .. =7 . house, serais- - - _ . S
‘ , © «" . .95 .. ... "7 Garavanseral: . ‘. Sa adat. - - . Everyday
R e L S Blggesfdea K;ﬁusa ~ Sa'adat o Every day N
IR o 40 “in town - S -
' o " ., Bonjaraghi(plus: ' - Tajik- \Evevy day
o . aluminum dish- ™ n '

-

& —

T I - "T_;.'v o ‘ware, kerosene) ; L SR ’ Lo '_Z._v
98 . .Bazazi , L Uzbak -, - -Eve’ry day :
- 9 ~ . T Bazazi . . . ol Tajik o Pazaar.days ",

Koo T 100 e Caravanserai * o Khoja- =~ ° . Bagaar days
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