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- ABSTRACT -
, ' ~ !

The focus of the present study was on the association,betweeq modernism

‘ -and planned development in psycho-social terms, The objectives were to

study “the relationship between psycho-social modernism and attitudes toward

programs for planned socio-economic development'and to identify whether or

'-not psycho-social modernism and attitudes toward the planned deve]opmenta1

1S

prqgrams'sharéd some common predietors., Some other related objectives were
to'point'out the‘consequences of the findings in the 1ight of the planned
developmental effort§ fn the Indian villages and the consequent ‘measures - °
which could be aﬁopted to promote the rural developmental programs. Tﬁe

study was conducted in two purposely selected villages in the north part

- of India. ‘Several controls, chowever, were applied in the selection to

enhance the comparability of the data and to test the impact of. urban

influences on the attitudes toward the planned developmental programs in

a general way. The data,wefe cpj]ectéd through a field survey administering

an interview schedule to 239 respondents. " The correlation and regression

analysis techniqdes were employed' to ané]yze the data. The findings with

regard to the objectives of the study have been presented and some measures

9 os

have been sugbested for promoting the rural developmental programs in

~India. The study also appeared to faise a questiori whether or not the

selected variables could predict attitudes toward the planned developmental
progr;ms in traditional as well as modern situations with the same predictive

efficiency.
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Scientific 1nterest.1n the area of societal change aBpears to be as
- old as the modern social thought} But, in the last thirty years dr sd,»fhe

~interest has acquired a new focus and a new purpose .in recognition of'the"
increasing economic and socio po11t1ca1 problems of the Th1rd WOr1d nat1ons.
The major question)which is being asked at present is not’ how and why
societies change but how can they change in.some desired directions. An
1mportant objective of this new .research emphas1s is to help the deve]op1ng
soc1et1es acquire better living cond1t1ons through the ach1evement of their
established goals of socio-economic deve]opment.

The states of traditioha]ism and modernism have been suggested'to ae-

assogiated with d1fferent sets of psychological or1entat1ons and ﬁehav1ora1

patterns (Rohden 1935; Kallen 1935). Since appropr1ate att1tudes and

behav1ora1 patterns within the soc1et1es have been considered to be of .

centra] importance in the successful implementation of the programs for
p]anned development, occurrence of e1ther of the states may have some B
important consequences for the developmental efforts. A need, therefore,
_appears to exfét for a careful evaluation of the states of traditionalism

and modernism wifhin the socieites. An evaluation should also be made of

the implications vf the states for %he planned developmental efforts and

tae consequent measures which could be adopted ro_facilitate the achievement

| of the established goals of socio-economic development { o+

| In recent years, a considerable amount of research 11terature has been
produced in the area (see Spitz 1969; Brode’ 1970) However, sufficient

. \ )
know1edge»is still not there regarding the content of traditionalism and f
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modernism in cross-cultural s1tuat10ns, the factors which produce the

e traditiona] and modern states and. the 1mp11cat10n of the states for the ’

~ att1tudes, va]ues and behaviora] _patterns of the people. Much less 1s
.« .particularly known regarding the nature of the re]qt1onsh1p between |
traditionalism and modern1sm w1th1n the soc1et1es and the efforts of the .
soc1et1es for planned socio-economic deve]opment  Since these are_some
of _the cruc1a1 issues affecting the deve]opmenta] efforts of numerous

~ societies 1in the Third World, their further ana]ysis appears to be badly,

needed. ‘ _ -

The TheoretiCa] Background

An assoc1at1on between psycho]ogica]or1entat1ons and societal deve]op-
‘ment in gen@ra] has been suggested in the 11terature for a long t1me It
can be noticed in, the writings of Max webeF’(see Parsons 1958)Iand 1ater in
the works of Parsons (1951), Lerner (1958), Hoselitz (1960, 19641L,Mcc1e11and
Q}?Gl), Hagen (1962), Apter (1965; 1968), Bellah (1965), Bendix (1966, 1967),
'_Atkinson and Feather (1966), Gusfield (1967), Peshkin and Cehen (1967), |
Rudolph and Rudolph (1967), Le Vine (1968), Kah1'(1968), Efsenstadt (1968),
Weintraub (1968, 1972), McCleliand and Winter (1969), Inkeles (1969),
Horowitz (1970): Portes (1973) and Inkeles and Smith (1974). Weber had
suggested that develepment of the protestant ethic was the principal cause
for the rise of the sptrit of cap1ta11sn in the eighteenth century western |
Enrope; the view which nas been cha11enged by authors 1ike Samuelsson |
(see French 1961) and Robertson ¢1933) and defended by others 1ike Bendix
.(1962) Nelson (1964), Aron (see Howard and Weaver 1967) and Freund (1968)
Hagen (1962) and others have suggested that the principal caushl factor
- .

.
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responsib]e for economic deve]opment in the societies is the entrepreneuriaﬁ-
° attitude. McC1e11and (1961) and his associates, simi]ar]y,,have-suggested
that econom1c deve]opment at any place and any 1me is caused By a preced1ngt 3
\spread of the need for ach1evement The curreni association between =
| modernism and socio- econom1c deve]opment wh1ch is being suggested at‘presento-l'
appears to fall in the same genera] trad1t1on |
| | It can be not1ced that modern1sn has 1nvar1ab1y been g1ven in the
]1terature a pos1t1ve connotation and it has been advocated as a favorab]e
force for the soc10-econom1c deve]opment Modernasm therefore, has often
been recommended as an asset for the Third wor1d nat1ons which 1s des1rab1e ) ~.Q.
and necessary for their planned developmenta] efforts (Lernerxl958 Peshk1n

,_fand Cohen-1967 Kahl-1968; Inke]es and Smith. 1974) Trad1t1ona11sm on

the other hand has generally been g1ven a negative connotation in the «

]1terature and it has been considered as an 1mped1ment to the p]anned
deve]opmenta] efforts Severa1 other researchers have tr1ed to point out
that such a suggested relationship between trad1t1ona11sm/modern1sm and -
. - spcio- econom1c development could be~m1slead1ng since trad1t1ona11sm and |

past traditions are not always inimical to the p]anned developmental efforts
and nor are they- comp]ete]y undesirable jn the societies (Gusfie]d 1967

fo Sen 1968 We1ntraub 1968, 1972; ~§p13art 1971 Portes 19733 Sharma 1977)

In the nation-building process, for example, - both trad1t10na]1sm and ’

.modern1sm have been suggested,to-p]ay an.Jmportant role since they serve

as some-of the.key factors for the‘formation of the deve]opmental goals and

ideologies. . They also serve as, the basis for the;formation and continuation

K of the deve]opment related socia movements w1th1n the societies, (Gusf1e1d |

. ¢
[ .

1967; Weintraub 1972,.

.y e
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Traditiona]isms and past trad1t1ons, therefore may support and even

promote the deve]opmenta] efforts 1n some cases

In some cases, however,.

' they may work against such efforts Modern1sm s1m11ar1y, may not act as’

a favorab]e‘{orce for the deve]opmenta] efforts under all c1rcumstances

Modern1sm, for example, 1s not Tikely to be a favorab]e force for the

0 .
deve]opmenta] efforts if’ it occurs premature]y, under the cond1trons of

excess1ve underdeve]opment, or when there are not enough provisions for

1ts conversion - 1nto deve__pmenta] entrepreneursh1p (Portes 1973; Chodak
1973) | ‘ «. | : n L - . v

In overa]] terms, however the traditionalistic states appear to set - f

up a thes1s of the pr1macy of the past traditions and of the existing

socio- cu]tura] order ‘The modernist1c statesZ on the other hand are

rQQative1y more flexible and they would take the older as well as the

g.ex1st1ng socio-cultural order as manipulable -in case of the upcoming-

. , ‘ ) . .
~ exigencies of the present and the future (Rohden 1935; Kallen 1935),

. The pr1nc1pa1 or1entation in the’ case of trad1t10na11sm therefore, is one

2 \»
of adher1ng to the past traditions, preserving the existing socio-cultural

«

order and res1st1ng the change forces. In the case of modern1sm, the | -

pr1nc1pa1 orieftation would be to p1d for the present and the future in

a rational way by subord?nating the trad1t1ona1 to the novel and the

- ,estab11shed and customary to the exigenc1es of the ‘recent and innovating"
{;\- .5_, : (Ka11en 1935). It would, therefore appear that a genera] tendency ( t':

1e%st an initial one)'in the case of an overall traditionalism prof1]e

o Y wou]d be one of skeptwcism about the p]anned deve]opmenta] programs and

‘\\ ' f even res1st1ng such effort§ In the case of an overa]] modernism prof11e,




"'-an 1n1t1a1 tendency wou]d be to be open about the p]anned change efforts
. and if poss1b1e, to give the efforts at least an 1n1t1a1 trial ‘see Dube -
11958; Lionberger 1960; _Rogers 1962 BanerJ1 1971 G1fft Washbon and

| socio econom1o deve]opment appears to be extremely comp]ex and it wou]d_ g

- cultural context, 3) the.current'needs of the people, 4) the nature,'content,u |

Harrison 1972 Whyte 1974)

Beyond th1s, the re]at1onsh1p be tween trad1t1ona11sm/modern1sm and

depend part]y upon 1) the past trad1t1ons, 2) the existing soc1of

: B { . . -
scope, centrality and legitimation ef the developmental programs, and

5) the kind offpsycho1ogica1'environment in which.the programs are 1nitiatedA

B and 1mp1emented' Trad1t1ona11sm, for example, is much }ess Tikely to be

~an 1mped1ment to the p]anned deve]opmenta] efforts if such efforts are .

re]at1ve1y smatl in magn1tude, narrow in scope and if they do not affect:
the éx1st1ng soc1o cu]tura] order very s1gn1f1cant1y on sa]1ent points.

S1m1Tar1y, traditionalism is 1ess 11ke1y to be a barr1er to the p]anned

~developmental efforts if the p]anned programs are designed in such a

- way so as to be consistent with the- felt- needs of the peop]e Traditionalism

would be part1cu1ar1y less hostile to the p]anned deve]opmenta] efforts Gf 0

the planned programs are enV1s1oned\and implemented within the 1eg1t1m1z1ng.

boundar1es of the ex1st1ng trad1t1ona11sm W}th1n the soo;et1es (Gusfield
) .

1967 We1ntraub 1972) i Cr
| T”ad1t1°"a]15m, thus, is not an attitude of complete reJect1on of/ ,

¢

~all k1nds of developmental efforts, ‘as modern1sm is not an att1tude of.

outright acceptance of such efforts In the case of thetdevelopmental

efforts of any society, both traditionalism and modernism play an important

role dhd they help and guide the_estabtfshment'dfethe developmental
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=1daologjes; ‘poiicfes'and goa]s In the process of 'socio- econom1cs deve]op- -

- ment, trad1t1ona]1sm has its further ut111ty as one of the bases for the
_;:1egit1mat1on and 1nner qust1f1cat1on of . thé estab11shed deVe1opmenta1
s“p011 jes'and goa]s Modern1sm, stm11ar1y, has 1ts further ut111ty as-

' eafba§1s for the format1on of new deVe1opmenta1 directions and asp1rat1ods

';Accord1ng]y, the seek1ng of a compromise between the ex1st1ng trad1t1ona11Sm

and modernism appears to ‘be important to all the soc1et1es and they keep

‘on operat1ng between the des1re to" be modern and the desire to preserve .

the past trad1t1ons (Gusf1e1d 1967) In severa1 1mportant ways, therefore,

'trad1t1ona11sm 1nstead of act1ng as an 1nterven1ng factor between the

soc1ety‘and its p]anned deve]opmenta] goa]s, acts as one of the s1gn1f1cant

;determ1nants of such efforts (we1ntraub 1972) For the same reason,

4

;traditionalism also determines partly which of the developmental efforts

would be accepted By the*members. of a society and wh1ch of the efforts

wou]d be opposed and re3ected(€husf1e]d 1967; Rudo]ph and Rudo]ph 1967;

. Le Vine. 1968; lwraub 1972; Chodak 1973)

In genera], the above c1ted observations would hold good in case

of almost all the societies. However, the exact nature df the re]at1on-

ship between tradﬁtionalism/modernism and planned socio- econompc development
) ,’ .

'would sti]] differ accord1ng to the contexts of .time, 1oca1e, history,
'culture past trad1t1onsand other structural and socio-cultural features

:of the societies., The re]at1onsh1p would also differ accord1ng to the

ana]yt1ca1 level of trad1t1ona11sm/modern1sm wh1ch is, under consideration

and .the part1cu1ar aspect of the 50Ci0- economic deve]opment under focus

\

(Etsenstadt 1966 ; Gusfie]d 1967; Bendix 1967; Stephenson 1968; We1nberg

-1968 Sen 1968; C]ignet and Sween 1969 Portes 1973; Sharma 1977)




hf:The Present Study"..;' - "d' I f_ T '*ﬂ;'. t
-. Depending upgn the context therefore, there appear to be numerous:
»,_,poss1b111t1es of the relat1oﬂbh1p between trad1t1ona11sm/modern1sm and .
" planned SOCJO -economic deve]opment the - poss1b111t1es about wh1ch very
u~”.' . 'f]1tt]e 1s knowin at the present t1me This is part1cu1ar1y true of the
- : - - rural’ p0pu1at1ons around the world where enough exp]orat1on of
'the re]at1onsh1p has net yet been done A need therefore appears to *
| exist for a further exp]orat1on of the re]at1onsh1p in as nwny d1verse
| conditions as poss1b1e Th1s need is part1cu1arT;¥£ruc1a1 in case of the
P ' deve]op1ng soc1et1es in the Third World since in their case an adequate
| know]edge of the re]at1onsh1p 1s Tikely to be most conseduent1a1 A further
| exp10rat1on of the re1at1onsh1p a]so appears to be necessitated by the fact

that both‘trad1t1ona11sm/modern1sm and planned soc1o=econom1c deve]opment

are cu]tura]]y cond1t1oned and mu1t1d1mens1ona1 phenomena
The focus in case of the present paper was on the assoc1at1on between
modern1sm and planned development in psycho social terms. The obJect1ves
were to study the re]at1onsh1p between. psycho sodﬁa] modernism and att1tudes
toward” programs for planned socio- econom1c deve]opment and- to identify whether
or not psycho soe1a1 modern1sm and attitudes toward planned socio- econom12
' deve]opment had some common predJctors The other related obJect1ves
were to point out the consequences of the f1nd1ngs in the 11ght of the
planned deve]opmenta] efforts in the Jnd1an villages and the consequent
. © measures which cou]d be adopted to promote the rural deve]opmenta1~programs
“ in India. |
-The paper is based,on the. findings of a larger study. N -

. o : ' i
. .
. . .




}1 The Vi]Tages

' State of Lndia The v1TTages were seTected purposeTy Severa] controTs,,:--' l"
however were appT1ed 1n the selegtion in order to enhance the comparab111ty

i
_ of the data 'Another obJect1ve 1n applying the controTs was to determ1ne-

| '1n a generaT way. the effect of communicative prox1m1ty to the urban centers _

on v111age modern1sm and att1tudes toward programs for planned socio-
economic deveTopment. The villages, therefore, were similar in. several

' respects. They were Tocated.in the same . PunJabi speak1ng region, shared.

-the same sub~cu1ture (MaTva) -and were from the same deveTopment bTo <.
(Manghat). The wiT]ages were further s1m1Tar'w1th regard.td“the ryral
sett1ng, s12e agr1 -based economy,-muTti-caste structure, predo !
the Sikh- popuTation and physicaT distance from the nearby urban centers. The

two villages,. however d1ffered with regard to the cemmun1cat1ve prox1m1ty

- to the nearby “towns and cities (an terms of road 11nks and transportation |

facilities). Bhagpura, in th1s respect was communicatively cToser to the

" urban centers, Kha1ra Bet, on the other hand was re1at1ve1y farther from ;

r 5bthe urban centers.

et

The Variables and th; Data SR -

The seTected prependent varijables were at three levels. !

At§the v1TTage
‘level, the degree of. communicative prox1m1ty of a village to the urban
centers. ,At.the.fam11y TeveT,-1ncome,-formaT-educat1on,.c1v1c/p011t1ca1
- - partTcipation and TeveT of Tiyingcoffthe family. At the indivjduaT Tevet,
| caste, age, Tand‘pwnershﬁp, occupatTonaT status, formal educatfon “extra-
i : commun1ty contacts, village Teadersh1p status, mass- -media part1c1pat10n,
. c1v1c/poT1t1caT partic1pat1on and psycho -social modern1sm of the individual.
Had . Sex and marita] status. were the other sign1f1cant 1ndependent variables \\

wh1ch coqu be considered These varjab]es, however,_were not included.




'1n the theoretica] framework since all the selected respondents in the | study

V,were maTes and marr1ed persons. - The dependent var1ab1e in the study was fh7.T""

. :the att1tudes toward programs for pTanned soc1o econom1c deve]opment B

. The focus of the study was at the individual level. The data were
'collected through a fier survey adm1n1stering an 1nterv1ew scheduTe to if»:;

the’ respondents The head of " the househon was the respondent and the

' _un1t of anaTys1s The study covered the totaT popuTat1on of the househon- - ‘.:g
| heads in the respect1ve V1TTages, 123 in Kha1ra Bet and 116 in Bhagpura “
Some other data were der1ved separate]y through a rank1ng procedure
(see Sharma 1974) Examp]es of such data were caste status ranklng,
occupat1ona1 prest1ge ranking and Teadersh1p status' in the v1TTages
Psycho- soc1aT modern1sm and att1tudes toward programs~for pTanned .
socio-economic development were treated as multi ens1ona1 context— N
spec1f1c phenomena and they were’ measured separately with two L1kért type
attitudinal sca]es VaT1d1ty and reT1ab1T1ty of the scaTes were determ1ned

-’

o through the use of Judges and by subJect1ng the scales to ‘internal cons1stency

»

item anaTys1s The final measure of validity applied to the scales was

. . | O
: of independent criteria of education (Inkeles 19695 Schnaiberg 1970; Armer-

T gand Youe 1971) - - | . |
. o . . , L

‘The data for the two v1TTaFes were anaTyzed separate]y empToy1ng primar11y 5

the correlat1on and regress1on anaTys1s techn1ques S S !

' The F1nd1ngs '

Since»psycho-soc%a] modernism and attitudes toward programs’ for pTanned:
socio- econom1c deveTopment were  both context spec1f1c att1tud1na1 states, a

. very high association was expected between the two variables-in overaTT terms

i}
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v contaéts, age, forma] edcuation,_

- With the dependent~¥ar1ab]e psycho- soc1a1 modern1sm. The d1rect1on of

* . ¢
+
- . .

4
e -
.
. - . '
*

For_the same reason, it was also expected that the se]ected'1ndependent

' variables would correlate w1th the two dependent variables in a sim1]ar

manner and ;that the two variables: wou]f share some common.predittors
r
»

The findings from the study have been reported partly 1nSharma-(1978)

It was revea]ed there that: commun1cat+ve prox1m1ty of a v1]1age to the urban

centers cou]d -be. taken as ‘a general pred1ctor of the psycho soc1a1 modern1sm
ol
The greater the commun1¢at1_g,prox1m1ty to the urban centers, the greater

the psycho»soc1a] modern1sm cou1d be expected w1th1n the v111age

.vﬂkﬂnrﬁﬁﬁra1so revea]ed there that the other significtnt pred1ctors of -
»:/, \
the psycho soc1a1 modern1sm were mas

0

v1c/po]1t1%a] part1c1pat1on and bccupam
| tional status of the respondent and c1V1c/po]1t1ca1 part1c1pat1on and ]eVe]

of 11v1ng of the réspond%nt S fam1]y Of those, mass - med1a part1c{pat1on

and exfra- commun1ty contacts of. the respondent cou]d be cons1dered as

e
‘excellent predictors "~ Age, forma] educat1on c1v1c/po11t1ca] part1c1pat1on |
of the respondent and c1v1c/po]1t1ca] part1c1pat10n of the respondent S
‘.family’tould be egarded as good predictors Lavel of 11v1ng of the o .
respondent’s #::{1y and occupational status of the respondent coqu be -
'regarded as modprate]y good pred1ctors 2 _ RS ,.i

In case.of the present study, the data reveaJed that the manner. of”

association of the se]ected variab]es with the attidues toward programs ‘

for p]annednsocio-economic deve1opment was generally'the sa%e as previously |

\ _

ssociat1on and relatiye magnitudes of the correlatwon coeff:cients weré
also very,similar.

q*fijmedTQ part1c1patmon, extra—commun1ty- .

e
h]




. the urban centers was a factor for'%he attitudes toward programs for p]anned _;

(4]
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b 'The'Communicative-Proximity' |
The data revealed that on a O 40 sca1e3, the. mean score for the att1tudes
toward programs for planned soeio ecqngm1c 8@ve]opment was 34..10 in the
‘case of Bhagpura. In the case-of Khaira.pet the score was 25.81 on the .
same scale. The difference between the scores wag- signjficant statistica]]y

It appeared therefore, that commun1cat1ve proximity of a vi]]age to~

. ~:soc10 -econamic dey opment The f1nd1ng\has been presented 1n‘another |

mannet_1n Table 1. o ~ o ©

~

Tab]e 1

Attitudes ‘toward Programs for Planned Socip-
. Economic Development in the Two {illages

.

A Bhagpura (N=116)  Khaira Bet (N=123)
Attitudes toward:-Programs for - % of the ' *. % of the .
P]anned Socio-Economic Deve]opment,a Respondents - Respondents,',A’“?tf A
Very Positive wn . 2 R .
(33-40 scores) o . e 20.7° 0.0 e s
| © T Pesitive i . - B .

. (25-32 scores) ‘ _ - 37.1 2.4
Neutral - - o
(17-24 scores)* = . 16.4 | 16.3 . '

. Negative .' ) B : -

" (9-16 scores) ST | 3.8 - - -30.9
Very Negative Ly T . ’

(0-8 scores) © C f ©12.0 o ' 50.4

.

~ Table 1 reveals that there was a considerable difference in the attitudes
~tewerd programé-for‘p1anned socio-economic'devé]opment 1n'the two villages.
The attitudes were significant]y more pos$itive in Bhangra as compared

,to the attitudes in' Khaira-Bet This difference in the attitudes was, _
.I . \ T B ) ) ' L v

. , . . . ‘
v oo : : b
o . ¢ :
. : " L 4 .o .
; . . \
. . . ) .
" . . . . M R f

'Y .




’P
) Correlates of Attitudes toward Programs for Planned ’
Socio-Economic Developmént-in ‘the Two Villages
2 T L . Bhagpura Khaira Bet
— -\ . Correlation Correlation
The Variables , ’ . _Qoefficient. Coefficient

'Very'Highly Correlated ) ' ' - )
Psycho-Social Modernism of R o .97 ' .94
Mass-Media Participation of R. : ~7 .93
Extra-community Contacts of R .96 .90

- H;QEIy Correlated ‘ " R o - .

. Formal Education of R L | 760 .88
Age. of R . =72 a7
Civic/Po]itiealaPart1c1pat1on of R's Fam11y .6}1 .37
Level of Living of R's Family ' . .6 . .32

Moderately Correlatetl . | , |
Civic/Political Part1c1pat10n of R . ,Ed? ' .23
Gccupational Status . of R - ‘ .41 .21

: . - g

~ Lowly Correlated . ¢ :

Village Leadership Status of R : 29, .05 -
Landownership Status of R, . o 14 .
~Income of R's Family - - .15 19
Education of R's Family A .20 , .07

" Very Lowly Correlated - . ‘, o v,

7 Caste Status of R - S : s _ .10 .02

. : - " g -
' I,
-’ *
S

P

12 -

partly attributable to the differential urban influences received by the

respondents in the two villages. .Partly, the difference c&yldalsc>be due

" to some other factors, like the fel‘t-needs of the peoplg. the spacific nature

cu]tural differences 1nuthe villages.,
| The Other Correlates

In case of the bthet;selected variables, only age was expected to "
correlate negatively with the qttitudds toward programs for planned socio-

-

_ecqnomic developméhtfu A1l the other variables were expected to correlate

with the depehdeﬁt variable in the positive direction. The results of the
. - o ‘ )
correlation analysis have been presented in.Table 2.

A ’ " Table 2

N

. and content of the developmenta] programs and other psychologica] and socio- &




-

\
o . . -

Tab’e 2 reveais that the correiation coefficients of all the selected
variables were in the expected direction. Only age was negativeiy correiating
with the dependent Variabie Aii the other variabies were, correiating with

the dependent variabie in the positive direction

{

The variables which were most ‘highly correiated with the dependent

variabie were psycho-social modernism, mass-media participation and extra-
communi ty co\tacts‘gf the respondent ‘The' correlation coefficients in - Y.
case of each of these variables were extremeiy high in both the villages
- and 1t appeared that given the know]edge of any of these variables, the
attitudes toward programs for planned socio-economic deveiopment cou]d be
predicted with a fairiy high degree of accuracy.
The other variab]es which were highly correlated with the dependent
- variable were formai education and age of the respondent and c1v1c/
poiiticai Jparticipation and 1eve] of 1ivfng of the respondent S fami]y
Of these, formal education of the respondent and cqwic/poiiticai participation
and level of 11ving of the respondent s family.correlated with the dependent
variable more highly in Bhagpura than in Khaira Bet. In the case of age, .
’ the correlation coefficients were. the same in the two Vi]]ages . S 3 '
In the order” of decreasing sizé of the correiation coefficients, ciVic/
~ politifal participation and occupationai status of the respondent were the
| next variabies, These variables aiso tended to correiate with the dependent -
variable more highiy in Bhagpura than fn Khaira Bet. . :
‘ In"case of all the above cited variables, the’ correlation coefficients:

r . were significant statisticaiiy and the direction as well as the gederai

_pattern of the association was in accordance with the theoretioai expectations.

Y




‘ A11 these variables, therefore, could be taken as, the predictors of the attitudes
. ‘l " toward programs for ‘planned soc¢io- economic deve]opment The re]ative(
sizes of the correlation coefficients 1n the two v111ages, -however, . 1nd1cated

that with the exception of age, all the other selected varjables were

better predictors -of the dependent variable in Bhagpura than in Kharia Bet.

In case of thexrest of the variables, either the. .sizes of the correlation
coeff1c1ents Were t06 small, or the pattern of the- assoc1at10n _was not con-
's1stent in the two villages. These varyables, therefore could not be

‘J. regarded as sign1f1cant pred1ctors of the dependent variable. Among these.
.var1ab1es were caste, 1andownersh1p and leadership status\pf the respondent

and educational level and 1ncome of the respondent S fam1]y .

Ve

The Predictors = | C
In thé.]ight of the earlier discussion, the communicative proximity
_of a village to the urban-centers could be used as a general predictor o -
of the attitudes toward programs for planned socio-économic deve]opment
An accurate pred1ct1on of the attitudes, however, was much more comp]ex
» and it required the consideration of several other factors, 11ke the past
traditions, the current socio-cultural context, the felt-needs of the 3 L )
people, the nature, context, scope, centra]ity and 1eg1t1mat10n of the
e deve]opmenta] programs, and the psycho]ogical env1ronment in which the
"'-programs wera initiated and -implemented. ‘
~ The other extremely good predictors of the ‘attitudes toward programs .
'it\ for planned‘socdo economic development were psycho~sooia1 modernism, | |

mass~med1a part1c1pation and extras commun1ty contacts of the respondent

On an average, psycho-social modernism exp]ained,91.95 percent of the

/




"ﬁfvariance in the dependent variable.

- 85, 90'percent of the variance in the dependent variable.

additiona] variance in the dependent variable.

mass- media participation and extra community contacts of the respondent

Mass-media participation explained

90.75 percent of the variance and extra-community‘contacts exp]ained

The predictive
power of these variables was re]ativeiy ke in Bhagpura than in Khaira Bet.
This pattern of the differentia] predictive power of the variabies in . -

the two v;ﬁlages existed in case of the remaining 1dentiFied 51gnif1cant

- predictors as- we]]

-
¢
In the order of decreasing predictive power, forma] education and age

of the respondent were the next predictors of the dependent variable. §In_

the absence of psycho-sacial modernism, mass-media participation and extra- -

“community contacts of the respondent, these x;riabies exp]ained a tota]

2 ~

of 74 2 percent of the varfance in the dependent variable. Formal education

was a better predittor of the dependent . variabie in Bhagpura. Age, on

~ the 'other hand wae\a slightly better predictor of the dependent variable in

Khaira Bet. | _ - o o -
The other significant predictors of the attitudes toward programs
for planned socio etonomic deveiopment were civic/political participation
and ievei of Tiving of the respondent s family-and landownership, civic/
politica] participation and occupational status of the respondent In
the case of Bhagpura, these variables exp]ained a total of 9.3 percent

4

"In the case of Khaira Bet

I'n view of the above cited findings, therefore, psycho socia] modernism,

. were excellent predictors of the attitudes toward programs for planned .

socio-economic development.

® [ o

18

Formal education and age of gfhe respondent were % |

o, .

LY

'the additional variance exp]ained in the dependent variable was 7.6 percent S




very good'predictors. Civicfpolitical participation and level of living

7 A ' . :
respondent could be consjdered as good predictors. ~ Landownership and

occupational status of the respondent could be considered as moderately
. -
good predictors. VA

-

O

‘The Conclusions

L

The study reVeaied_that the manner of association~of ail the selected
variables with the attitudes toward programs’for p]anned'socio economic
deve]opment was generally the same as previous]y with ‘the dependent
variable psycho socia] modernism (see Sharma 1978). The direction of
association and rp]ative magnitudes of the correlation coefficlents were -
als® quite s1m11ar ~As expected, therefore, an ‘extremely high assoc1at10n
existed between:psycho social modernism and the attitudds ‘toward programs
.for planned socio-economic deve]opment In this case also,q0nly age ) .
;.was corre]ating negat1ve1y with the dependent variable, A11 the other .

~ variables were corre]ating with the dependent variable in the pos1tive
directi?n .. Voo | ) .

The study also revealed that the communicative proximity of a v111!§e
to the urhan centers could pe taken as a ‘general predictor of the- att1tudes :
- toward programs for planned socio-economic deve]opment The greater the.
communicative proximity, the more positive the attitudes cou]d be expected
toward the p]anned deve]opmenta] programs.  It, however, needed to. be .
remembered that a\titudes toward the p]anned deve]opmenta] programs were

comp]ex in origin and*in manifestations and an.. accurate prfdiction of the

"attitudes required the consideration of several Qther ?actors v Examp]es ;

N e

M




¢

- predictors. kahdownership .and occupational status of the respondent;could -

of such factors were the past traditions, the current soc1o~cu1tura1 context

" the. felt-needs of the people, the nature, content, scope centrality and

| '1egit1mat10n of the deve]opmenta1 programs and the psycho]og1ca1 env1ron~ .

“ment in which the programs were 1n1t1ated and 1mp]emented

-The other 1dent1f1ed predictors of the att1tudes toward programs for

p]anned socio-economic deve]opment were psycho social modernism, mass-

»

',media part1c1pat1on, civic/political part1C1pat1on, extrazcommunity contacts,

age,- forma] Educat1on, ]andownersh1p and occupational status of the respon- .
dent and level of Tiving and c1v1c/po11t1ca1 part1c1pat1on of the respondent's
family. Of these, psycho—soc1a1 modernism -mass- med1a participation and

exgra-community contacts of the respondentcou]d be considered as excel]ent

| prediQtOrs Given the know]edge of any of these var1ab1es, the dependent

var1ab1e cou]d be pred1cted with a fa1r1y h1gh degree of accuracy Formal

-

educationqand age of the respondent Were the next best pred1ctors of the

dependent var1ab1e and for the purpose of re]at1ve rat1ng, thgy cou]d bq

“consideréd as’ very good Fo110w1na\the same order of rat1ng, Tevel of,

Tiving and civic/political part1c1pat1on of ‘the respondent's fam11y and "

civic/political participationof the'respondent could be regarded as good *

. -~ L . . ‘ o
be regarded as moderate]y_good*predictors.' Caste and v11]age leadership

i . .

';status of the-respondent as*well as educatfona1-1eve1‘and income of the

[ ' . _"_ .
Lrespondent s family d1d not turm out to- be s1gn1f1cant pred1ctors of the

dependent vardab1e Ao ) t

. N ,7 v
In general all of the above find1ngs appeared to be consistent W1th

the theoretical gxpectations, Probably, the most surprising finding was
T PPERRanions, TIODabLY, Y most sur

o
Y,




| "'. ﬂ.f_. . ._. ; _.f‘ o f""

v

- that caste of the respondent did not turn 0 to be a sign1 icant pred}ctor
:_of his attitudes toward programs for planned socio- economic development,
Since a]] the *identified predictors‘tended bo_predict the-dependent variable

re]at1ve1y better in Bhagpura, fhe question appeared to rema1n open whether

'~ or’not the selected variables cou]d predict the attitudes toward programs’

S

| for planned socio- econom1c deve1opment in trad1t1ona1 as we11 as Wodern

\

" situation w1th the same pred1ct1ve eff1c1ency - ' ‘ .
P |

In terms of the pract1ca1 implications of the findings,'the very ) ],"

high pos1t1ve assoc1at1on ‘between psycho -social modernism and the attitudes
] {

" toward programs for. planned. soc1o/econom1c development suggested t%%f;,///”‘ o

traditiona]1sm and modernism in the Indlan villages had c0ns1derab1e
consequences for.the rura] developmental programs In a general way, _
psycho soc1a1 modern1sm appeared to be’ he]pfu1 for the planned deve]opmen} 1
.efforts Psycho- soc1a1 trad1t1ona11sm, on the other hand, appeared to

hinder such' efforts ce : ’ o RN EEEPEEEAN

- Since d1rect and indirect exposures to mass- med1a and extra community :

s1tuat1ons ere s1gn1f1can;'in the explanation of pos1t1ve attitudes toward
programs -for planned soc1o-econom1c.deve]opment’ the deve?opment and ‘extepsion
agenc1es hould..find support forvthe rura] developmental programs'among those
'v111agers who haVe had considerab1e exposure tg. externa] ideas and behavioral
:patterns Programsfdes1gned for{;he expan§10n of extra- commun1ty social
contacts, formal education, mass- med1a participation and c1v1c/po11t1ca1
fgj'part1c1pation of the v111agers shou]d also help the p]anned deve]opmenta]
X . _ . . o | _ 4

P _'efforts

+




The h1gher the score, the more .positive were the attitudes toward

) ~ UNOTES -, SR

t

Q1The selection. and operatioqalization of the vériables-may'be.npticed

-in Sharma (1978).

o

It was intereﬁmg to note that caste of the respondent was not a

s1gn1f1cant predmmtor of h1s psycho social modern1sm (see Sharma 1978) .

t
* »

programs for plapned soc1o-econom1c deve]opment.

i_It is worth not1ng that the 1mportant pred1ctors of psycho-social

modernism were bas1ca11y the same as current]y in case of the attitudes

toward programs for p]anned socio-ecoriomic deve]opment The direction

“of pred1ct1on and re]at1ve pred1ct1ve power of the var1ab1es were’

alsb very similar (see Sharma 1978) : | C
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