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FOREWORD
~ R %
The Boston Public Liprary is pleased to ‘present
8 series of-annotated reading guides as g follow-up
to the lectures in its NEH Learning Library Program,
"Boston: An Urban Community." PN

The Library's program has been developed under
the Cultural Institutions Progrem of the National
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH), a new national
program whose purposé is to help libraries, museums
and ,other cultural institutions become centers of
formal humanities education for their communities.
An advisory committee, composed of outstanding scho-
lars from academic institutions in the Boston area,
assists the selection of topics for the program's
learningigctivitigs and helps recruit the teachers-
for it. :

. Sequences presented in the‘Program.have been: «

. "Bibles, Brahmins and Bosses: Leadership and
the Boston Community" with Thomas O'Connor,
Professor of History, Boston College. Febru-
ary 3 - April T, 1975. '

"Boston's Architecture: From Jirat Townhouse
to New City Hall" with Gerald -Bernstein,®
) Professor of Art Histoiy, Brandeis Univer-
»/;/)y sity. February 8 - March 29, 1975.° ,
"Family Life in Boston: From Colonial Times
to the Present" with Nancy Cott, Professor

of History, Yale'University. April § -
May 22, 1975. . .




"Shaping the Bostpn Landscape: Drumlins and
Puddingstone" with George Lewis, Professor
of Geography, Boston University. April 8~
May 27, 1975. : '

s . Y
¢ .

"Revolutionary Boston: The Leaders and the
Issues, 1763-1789" with {ichard Bushman,
Professor of History, Boston University,
September 16 - November L, 1975.

"Culture and Its Conflicts: The Example of
19th-Century Boston" with Martin Green, -
Professor.of English, Tufts University.

. September 18 - November 6, 1975. '

- I L
"Boston's Artisans of the 18th Century" with

" Wendy Codper, Assistant Cufator, American
Decoratjfe Arts, Museum of Fine Arts.
Novemhér 13, 1975 - January 22, 1976: *

- ,

"Roston's Black Letters: From Phillis Wheat-
ley to W.E.B. DuBois" with William Robinson,.
Chairman of Black Studies, Rhode Island Col-

- lege. November 16, 1975 - January 13, 1976.

a
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) INTRODUCTION
During the fall of 1975 and on into the first
month of 1976 Dr. William Robinson, Chairman of the

" Black Studjes Progxag at Rhode Island College, pre-

sented a sequence o%;lectures on the black literary
heritage of Boston o)

gram at-the Boston Public Library. Professor-Robin-
son fecused on Bostorin particular and New England
in general and occasZonally mentioned national and
international connections as well. Figures of pri-
mary interest were Phillis Wheatley from the Colonial
preriod, William Wells Brown of the nineteenth cen-

tury, W.E.B. DuBois and William $tanley Braithwalite °

of the earlier twentieth century, and a number of
modern novelists 1nc1uding Dorgthy West and Bryant
Rollins. The,governing assumption of the sequence
was that the various permutations in style and cop-
tent of black Boston literature would -be a usefyl
index to the cultural and social life of the Boston
community, both white and black. The following read-
ing 1ist is intended to intreduce selected works ,
which we'hope will stimulate interest 'in the subject

- and lead the reader to further discoveries of his

or her own. .

L} 4

r the NEH Learning Library Pro-



Arna Bontemps, ed. Five Black Lives. Middletown,
_Wesleyan University -Press, 1971. .

This is a collection of ex~slave narratives
which span 150 years in time, from 1729 to 1870,
and some thousands of miles in geographical area
Trom Africa to Connecticut. The autobiographies
include the lives of Venture Smith, Africa; James
Mars, Connectieut; William Grimes, Virginia; G.W.
Offrey, Maryland; James L. Smith, Yirginia.

These murratives are the records dof black Amer-
icans suffering under the oppression of slavery
until he was impelled to escape. ™My freedom

is a privilege which nothing else can equal 1is
the central theme running through the narratives. ,

William Stanley Braithwaite. The William Stanley
Braithwaite Reader. Philip Butcher, ed. Ann
Arbor, University of Mich,gan Press, 1972.

Philip Butcher presents 'a study of the career-
and reputation of William Stanley BraithVaite
the astute black critic and®talented lyrie poet
whose editorial work gave impetus to the ‘New
Poetry Movements The-nearly 100-page reader
- . ¢onsists of letters and samplings of verses re-
“y presenting not only ethnic literature but also
- American literature and' areas of American civili-
zation. The Reader projects the breadth of the
author's«=tmlent and knowledge, his insistence
upon the dignity of black Americané when the idea
vas novel in America. His poems, written *in a
traditional nineteenth-centurx lyric' gtyle have
nothing to do with the life of the black man at
that time. Q\Braithwaite felt that raci themes
were too limiting fér the artist and that they
tended more toward prOpoganda than toward art.
Undouﬁtedly, he was the most influential black
critic of American literature T
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Benjamin G. Brawley, ed. Farly Negro American Writers.
Chapel Hill, University of North Carolina Presq
1935. . .

~
An invaluable .anthology which Brawlex Qrigin-
ated in a desire to render more accessible for

-the studept or general reader some productions

. of black American writings only to be- found in
special collections. This collection includess
writings ‘of black Americans from Jupiter Hammon
wvho was born between 1720 and 1730 to approxi-
mately the Civil 'Yar time. Paul Lawrence Dunbar
is not included in this anthology The bio- '
graphical agnd critica}wanalxsis which introdyces
-each selection is excellent. ‘One of the best

« sources for both the general readers and students
who wish to acquaint themselves with black wri-
ters befére the Civil War. -

(Papenback edition available from Dover )

' The Negro in Iiterature and Art. New
York, Duffield & Co., 1918. (Also New York,
Dodd and Medd, 193k, ) &

This book is devoted-to the achievement of -
blacks: in the field of literature and srt. In.
separaté chapters Professor Brawley gives inter-
esting and well“written sketches of Phillis’

" Wheatley, 'Paul Lawrence Dunbar, Charles W. Ches- :
nut, W.E.B. ,DuBois and-William Stanley Braith- " °

. waite. In the opinion of the author, the best

known black orators were Frederick Doyglass and
Booker T. Washington. .Other chapters in this
work teke up: the stage, painters; sculptors,
music. There is an appendix devoted to black
Americang in fiction. Thoygh published in 1918
this work 'still remains ad excellent source.




- John Daniels. In Freedom's Eirthpiace Boston,

*Houghton Mifflin,wl9lh. (Also reprint New York,

Arno Press, 1969.)

‘ An historical and sociological study of blacks
in a Northern cémmunity, this work concentrates _

notably on the ghetto of Roxbury, Massachusetts. -

In.his ten chapters, Daniel dies the slave,
the patriot and the pioneer freeman Otheér
themes deal with the black chufchy the leverage
of the ballot, economic achievement, and civil
rights. .These are typical themes that will
2pply to the studies of blacks in any community
but the group of people gnd conclusion reached
are quite different from almost any other com-
munity.

W.E.B. DuBois. Dusk of Dawn. New-Yérk, Harcourt

Brace, 1940. (Also reprint New York, Schocken

. Books, 1968.) .

v

An MsSay which 1S mostly autobiographical in
nature of the noted black educator, historian,
editor, writer and leader of his people in the
fight against racial intolerance. A graduate
of Fisk and Harvard, DuBois used his talent and
skill to present the problems of prejudice-and X
bigotry set up against the world of color. A {
Actions taken against these restrictions are .
clearly presented. A penetrating and correct ..
interpretgtion of black Americans and their
problems by the prime mover of the black Amer-

icans. Those who are concerned about our Amer-— ) -

ican way of life and its future will find this
account helpful.
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. The Souls of Black Folk. Chicago, A.C.
McClurg, 1903. (Also new edition, New York,
Blue Heron Press, 1953.) ) -

This literary classic undeniably holds its own
- aﬁbng the great. American books of our time.
Though not widely rtad, 'no other book has had
¢+ greater influence on black American think{ng,
. and novhere so passionately and lyrically is
” ~ the black man's unique hefitage and his kinship
, with all men described in full dimensions. This
work aside from embodying a collection of histor-
ical and social essays also embodies DuBdis'
reply to the rhetoric and ideology of Bodker T.
Washington. Though written during the early
part of the twentieth century in 1903, this work .
rélating the black American experience in America
is still germane today. -

(Paperback editions available from Fawcett,
Washington Square, and. New American Library )

. W.E.B. DuBois: A Reader. Meyer Weinberg,
ed. New York,.Harper & Row, 1970.
- - ) ’
«  This anthology of essays, lectures, articles,
nofes and excerpts from the writings of W.E.B.
DuBois--many of which have never been published -
before-t-stands as the powerful testimony of one
of Black Ameri'ca's greatest\dcholars,.spokesmen
and organizers. Professor Weinberg has {ought
. forth a fine compréhensive work of DuBois' wri-
PR tings. In this work Weinberg reveals in ane ex-
. traordinary spectrum seven_decades of DuBois'
- long, ‘productive life as the man -who helped fqgund
the Niagara Movement, the NAACP, the ‘Pan-African.
. Movement, black.power and the Third World concept
An extensive bibliography of DuBois! published
writings iq included.

W J ¢«




William Edward Farrison, William Wells Brown, Author

and Reformer. Chicago, University of Chicago .
Press, 1969, )

. This is the most complete, biography available
of William Wells Brown, a fugitive slave, a pro-
minent abolitionist, whose slave narrative was
among the first of its kind and ond of the most
popular. Self-taught, Brown was one of the first
black Americans to write a novel, Clotel.,, to
pioneer black drama, and to attempt historical
wvriting. All of this was done in the cause of
‘abolition and equality. Farrison's detailed

ahd highly documented biography is a valuagble
addition to the series of black American bio-
graphies and autobiographies

-
-

Lorenzo Johnston Greene, The Negro in Colonial New
England. New York, «Columbia University Press,
19%2. (Also reprint Port Washington, N.Y.,
Kennikat Press, 1966.)

-

This is a comprehensive and serious stu&& of
the conditions of black Agericans in Colonial.
New England, 16Q0-1776. The author brings a
fuller understandipg of the African slave trade,
the varied occupational roles of the New England
blacks and the reperdussion of this trade upon
blacks and the Puritan institutions; Contrary
to popular’views about New England slavery
Greene reveals New England's brand of slavehol-
.ding and the lucrative business developed from
this traffic by some of her proudest sons--the
Hancocks, the Faneuils, and the Cabots.¥ A
scholarly work and deserves a wide reading.

-

~

(Paperback edi%ion available from Atheneum. )
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‘Leon F. Litwack. North of Slavery: The Negro in the
Free States,\i790-1860. Chieago, University of
<hicago Press, 1961.

Thought a brief work, the author presents a
scholarly volume covering such topics as the
social stratification of .blacks, Irish-black

s relations, the important role of black religious
leadérs, and the efforts of white and black abo-
litionists to improve the condition of black
Americans' lives. The ‘book certainly ranks with
the major works on the history of black: -Americans.

‘ The author's excellent bibliographical essay is
' of no small value. '

(Paperback edition available from University of

Chicago Press.) ) .

Vernon Loggins, The Negro Author: His Development in
‘America to 1900. ew York,, Columbia University
Pﬁ?ss,wl9314 (Mso reprint Port Washingﬁon,
N.Y., Kennikat Press, 196h.)

-

. .

A literary history which deals with the cul-
tural development of black Americans from the
period 1790 to 1900. Mr. Loggins has carefully
and critically documented the works of mare than
two hundréd black-American authors: poets, novel-
ists, dramatists,; and writers on theological and
sociological subjects. The student as well as
the general reader-will find this book of great
value for programs and studies under the rubric
of black literature._ An excellent classified
bibliography adds mﬁéh to the valug of the book.

L]
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"Floyd J. Miller. The Search for, a Black Nationality:"
Black Colonization and Fmigration. Urbana, Uni-
versity of Tllinois Press, 1975:

S . ~ ,
The main theme of this study is black coloni

zation and emigration during the period from ~,
1787-1863. The author presents the various or-
ganizational efforts and the frustrations of
gighteenth and nineteenth-century attempts by
both black and white leaders of this ideologf to
lead expeditions of black Americans to resettle-
ment colonies in Africa.- The impressive docu~-
mentation of this work gives assurhnce that this
book will serve.as a fundamental chronicle of .
the black emiggtion movement. The autfxor's‘
treatment of the leadership of Paul Cuffe and
Martin R. Delany is excellent. ’

Benjamin Quarles. The Negro in the American ﬁevolu—
tion. Chapel Hill, Univexqity of North Catolina
Presq, 1961. )

v
2 e N
- *

This monograph by Protessdr'Quarlés an ontss sy, o

standing and prolific blagk hiqﬁbrian, A Boston*—~ ': ;

ian and a graduate of Fnglish High, deals. with . J
Black American soldiers a%¥ participants in the .
continental armies, the navies, the militia of-
the states, and their services under the British®
flag. A scholarly and highly objective work, as
the author reveals the various roles blacks D
played in the Revolution--some even served as
spies. Black. soldiers foyeht, not only as révo-f'
lutionaries for political independence but . "«
.broadened their ideology to the struggle for
freedom for ‘all men. This study enhanced both
- black history wnd the central body of .American

history. , . .

EL AN

(Paperback editjon available “from Norton. )

U
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William H. Robinson, ed. Early Black American Prose.
Indianapoyis, W.C. Brown, 1971.

¢« A collection of speeches and documents of
v black .writers of the antebel}pm period frequent-

“v+' gents material that contradicts the jmpression
that black men and women- shbmitted quietly to
_ their oppression Made available are ‘such \‘
© gpeeches aB Banneker's 1791 letter ta Thomas -
Jefferson; Booker T. Washington's fateful 1895
- Atlanta ¢ompromise; Phillis Wheatley's famous
* Jetter to "His Excellency General Washington"

called confession of Nat Turher. Besides the
familiar names—-Wheatley, Douglass, Walker—-
Professor Robinson introduces” less well-known
men like Job Ben Solomon, Oludah. very useful
bodk for black studies and American literature..™

1]

-

Phillis Wheatley: In the Black-American
Beginnings. Det}oit, Broadside Press; 1975.

A brief appraisal of- Phillis Wheatley's pro-
mising efforts to express black opinion within
~ the prejudices. qn race and the strictures of
‘society of the colonial period. Professor
Robingon presents the details of Wheatley's life
and the evaluation of her poetry from adherence

. to*' neo-classicism to her achievement as a sin-

. gular poet of importance. The study is well-

. researched on careful reading of her various

' writings such as poems, letters, memoirs, and
personal correspondence. - A very useful intro-
ductery book for black{studies and American

‘. literature. \
(Paperback edition available from Broadside
Press.)

»

13 .

1y referred to but seldom read. ~ The author pre~

~

', along with the good general's reply; and the so-.
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Dorothy Sterling, ed. Speak Out in Thunder Tones.

»

New York, Doubleday and Co., 1973.
This is the first of Sterli g's projected
three-volume documentary hist f& that reveals ,
the intellectual effort, social/political ac- -
tion, and personal achievement of black Americans
1n the North from the Revolutf'on to-the Civil
War--1787-1865. The author presents gamplings
letters, diaries, essays, and newspaper arti-
cles by black writers that uncover the social -
and cultural 1ife of Northern blacks and chal-
lenge familiar assumptions: "Our parents made itwe
without any help, why can't they?" The study ds
divided chronologically into six divisions, each
of which is illuminated with documents and photo-
raphs of the period. A useful Biographical
Directory of fifty significant black men and -
women follows the main divisions. Speak Out in
Thunder Tones is a must for mature students or
as a source material for a black studies program.

Phillis Wheatley. The Poems.of Phillis Wheatley.

Julian D. Mason, Jr., ed. Chapel Hill, Univer-
sity of Nokth Carolina Press, 1966,

The posi®®n of Phillis.Wheatley, the first
significant black writer in American literature °

1s still.the stibject of revision and new inter-

pretationd. "This edition makes readily aYailr
able not"énly her' well-kmown work but also other

. extant poems and letters, somg of which have

never bgen included in any previous edition. Dr.
Mason dev8tes the introduction to' defining Wheat-
]ev“ﬁ rlace _in both the blac erature tradi-
tion and Amelican literatur 5 ‘the\main value of
these poems” lies &n what - light thqey may throw

on Boston's enllghtenment of”’ the ighteenth cen-

~tury and the ‘chefadter of the - womdn who wrote them.

™ M
- N B

R -" B
1S -

L ' /

T



g

[ S . .
s -

~

An Urban

| Commumty

Culture and
Its Conflicts:

‘The Example of

Nmeteenth-century
Boston

~ An Annotated Reading Llst '

Prepared by

.. John Swan -

with the assistance of
the Boston Public
Library Staff

The "Booton; An Urban Community* N
Progra mado poasible
: by a g ant from the Nat loml
Endowment for the Humanities (NEH).
i B The Boston Public Libra ry

aaaaaa Learning Library.

" Boston Public Library, 1977

o7 F
15



A ]

FCREWORD

: ‘ : R
-The Boston Public Library is pleased to present
', a series of annotated reading guides as a follow-up
{ . to the lectures in its MEH flearning Library Proaranm,

~'Boston: An Urban Comuni tg . "

The Library's program has been developed under
the..Cultural Insgitutions Proyram of the National
Endownent for th® Humanities (NER) ,~ a now national
program whose purpose is ‘to help libraries, miseuns -
and other cultural ingtitutions became tentexr$ of
formal humanities education for their carrmnities.
An advisory cammittee, composed of outstanding J .
scholars fram academic institutions in the. Boston
area, assists in the selection of topics for the
.program's learning activities and helps recruit the
teachers for it. - ’

Sequences presented in-the Program have been:

"Bibles, Brahmins and Bosses: Leadership and
the Boston Community" with-Thomas O'Connor,
Professor of History, Boston College.
February 3 - April 7, 1975. '

"Boston's Architecture: From First Townhouse
to New City Hall" with Gerald Bernstein,_
Professor of Art History, Brandeis Univer-
sity. February 8 - March 29, 1975.

"Family Life in Boston: Fram Colonial Times to
the Present" with Nancy Cott, Professor of ¢
History, Yale University. April 3 -

< May 22, 1975.

} =
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- "Shaping the Boston landscape: Drumlins and
Puddingstohe” with George Lewis, Professor
‘of Geography, Poston University.. April’ 8 -
. May 27, 1975. . .
"Revolutionary Boston: The Leaders and the
- Issues, 1763-1789" with Richard Bushman,
Professor of History, .Boston University.
 September 16 -'November 4, 1975.  ° :

"Culture and Its Conflicts; The Example of 19th-

. Century Bgston" with tin Green, .Professor

B of English, Tufts Univergity> September 18-
) November 6, ’.975. :




" INTRODUCTION
Y

) In the syllabus for his course "Cﬁltu.)le and Its '
Confli¢ts: The Iixample of Sth-Century Bostpn," Pro-
fessor HMartin Green .described the seriés o - lecturcs
as "A survey of the great cultural achievement of .

" 19th-céntury Boston, and a study of\alternative mean-
ings and manifestations of culture.during the period."
More than any other city in the growing and struggling ’
America of the last century, Boston tock the life of
the mind seriously: there were more books, more ser-
Jdous readers of books, and more writers who were ac-
corded. not only -esteem, but also real positiohs of
power in society. Many great institutions-—-among
them the Boston Public Library itself--were the dirett
result of Boston's comgitment to an enriched culture

in this period. The course centered, howeveryp not,
only upon the triumph of Boston, but also upon its
failure to.sustainpa healthy, unified culture under /
the pressure of enormous social ehanges of the

“latter part of the century. Also imfortent were the
great anti-establishment movements that grew up ing .
the shade of and in reaction to Bostop society, in
particular the Transcendentalist.gnovement.

The books in the following pages are particularly

- _important to this approach to the fascinating sub- -

- Ject of Boston. The central Book for the course was -
- Professar Green's opn The Problem of Boston, which

is described in this 13ist. -
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Rdams, Henry. The bducation _qflllenry Adams. FEd. with

intrQ. and notes by Ernest Samuels. Bostgn:
Houghton Mifflin, 1974. ~

e

-

This is the aatobiographyy the "Study of Twen-
tiethsContury Mudtiplicity," of a distinguished '
histarian and descﬁ'xt of one of America's )
‘,_,r"xbhlest families liam James found, in it
" "a hodge-podge of world-fact, private fact, : .
philosophy, irony," desp_x;,te his deep admlra’h,lon R
of the book, and Adais himself implies in itl} v,
that there are necessary »ﬂlfflcultles "No o
means all he say's, and yet very few say all.
mean, for words are slippery and thought is ’vms—-
oous. This is, then, the challenging, illu-
minating personal history of a man forced to -
come to terms with the modearn world with his
identity rooted by birthright in "the First
Church, the Bdston State House, Beacon Hill,

John Hancock and John Adams, Mount Vernon Street
and mlncy " The work is not only a subtle ex-
amination of Adams himself, but also the environ-
ment of his lifelong "education,” including
Harvard of the 1850's, England and New England
during the Civil War, and the new world of Dar-—
winism and modern science. Wnest Samuels, the
premier Adams scholar of our time, has provided
voluminous and informative notes for this edi-
“tion, which is his definitive oollation of Adams'
private edition of 1907 and the publlc edition of
1918., . .
(A paperback edltlon is avallable from Houghton
leflm )

[ 10
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Ballou, Adin. Autobiography ‘of Adin Baldou. 1803—
1890. Completed and élited by his Son-in-law, .

- 7 William S. Heywood. Lowell, Mass.: The Vox ,Pop--
uli l’ngss——'l‘}mrpson and Hill, 18%6

"I have not been a man of, much popular success,
but in several respects e&f’cmlnre Indeed, the
principal causes espoused by Adm Radlou, the '
camunity of Hopedale and his campdign. Yor "non-
resistance," the religious noncooperation with
Q\p establislied qoverment or any other medium -

- for violence, did’'end in failure. The man is
not to bae julged by his "popylar" success, how-
ever; and although this book has a musly and for-
bidding look to it, its pages reveal-a vibrant
and intensely interesting personality who brings
to vigorous life his own development and the _
course of the religious reform movement in which
he played a central part. When Ballou was nine-
teen years old he ‘experienced a "mamorable arnvd
ineffaceable vision" of his deceased brother
Cyrus calling him to preach the Gospel;. this set
him in earnest or the path of spiritual struggle.®
Within a few years he became a successful Uni-
versalist minister in Milford, Mass., hut his
persoml .,qarch for a faith that best conformed
to his sense of tl"its—véssage of Christ was not
over. Mot a little of theivalue of this book
is in its sharply etched account of the conflicts
within and without the Unitarian Church of his
day. - Ballou's resolution upon "Christian Non-
resistance” led finally to the establishment of
one of the most important and long-lived (1842-
1856) communal experiments of the last century.
Hopedale was founded on a farm in Mjilford as a
joint stock ventutp. The members engaged to
abide by uncamprowising standards of nonviolence
and Christian love. Here is an important account

(]
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of the rise and fall of this enterprise, as well
as of Pdllou's wide-ranging interest in spiri-
tual and philosophical matters--he was an'early
appreciatar (and stern critic) of Tolstoy, who

in turn read and was influenced by Ballou and
other courageous pioneers in the movement to
rearder the priorities of a deeply» troubled
nation. R

Garrison, William Lloyd. Documents of Upheaval:

Selections fram The LiberatL 1831-1865.
Truman Nelson, ed. New York: Hill and Wang, "
1966. ' ' ] .

~ This is a valuable anthology compiled from the
pages of the little Boston periodical that was
for more ‘than three decades the most persistent,
most important voice of the abolitionjst move-
ment--and nearly every other cause of humanitar—
ian reform in the nation. The central figure
here, of course, is Garrison himself, founder,
publisher, editor, and principal writer (see the

. Kraditor listirg), but many others, famous, in-

famous, or obscure writers for--or against--the
cause of emancipation appear as they found their
way into Garrison's paper. The moral accomoda- -
tion to Southern slavery by the North is repre-
sented by an attack upon the troublescme Anti-
Slavery Society by Harrison Gray Otis, pillar of
Boston society. Southern pro-slavery arguments
are also presented--and, like all the* Northern
voices of cooperation, subjected to Garrison's
withering moral scrutiny. The rebellion of the
slave Mat Turner is recounted here with Garri-
son's resounding refutation of the national presg
which blamed him-as "the instigator of human
butchery."  The great abolitionist's writings
against slaveky and also in dispute with other
leaders of .the emancipation movement show him to .
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be fully aware of the implications of his stand,
which was intransigent against both slavery and
‘ viclence. Theodore Perker, Wendell Phillips,
and Adin Ballou enunciate their agreements and
* differences in these pages, and certain neces-
sarily anonymous free blacks are represented by
« powerful and vivid letters. The collection in-
spires a strong and concrete sense of the moral
‘dilegma of the many and the moral ootnrage of

tl)e few. : . ( \ S 2

* Green, Martln. The Problem of Boston: Same Readmr_é
in Cultural IHistory. New York: W -y. Norton,
1%6 ) ) :

This is a profoundly original ard pen\etratmg
analy81s of the nature and development“ef Boston
- society's comPtment to artistic and intellectual
7. -endeavor in the nineteenth century. With the
aid of many contenporary acoourts-and same in-
teresting statistics, Professor Grecen effective-
ly counters the imagc of America in the last den—
tury as a place devoted entirely to westward
hustle and bustle and offering no important :
‘ spade to the thinker and the artist: "In Boston
y the lige of the mind was given an important and
dignified place in the total culture." Any his-.
torian who neglects or rejects Boston is guilty
of slighting a vitally significant element of
nineteenth-century culture. Thg author gives
Boston its due both in its successes apd its
ultimate failure to sustain itself as a whole
. and.healthy society by approaching it through
the personalities and achievements of two men,
particularly Ticknor (see the Tyack listing be-
low), "the aristocrat in a democreacy," represen- .
ted the best qualities of a social establish-
ment committed to both the enrichment of:the
mind and the ideals of democracy. Charlés /

[
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Fliot Nortow, the great educator, standard-bearer
for high culture, and central inspiratidn to
Adams, James, Santayana, and Berenson, was the
"aristocrat in plutocracy." Whereas Ticknor
lived in and worked for a still broadly unified =«
culture, Norton lived in a Boston in which the -
gulf between rich and poor was,too great and
fraught with bad consciefre. For all his ocour- -
age and his noble corvictions, Norton refused to
deal adequately with the harsher realities of the
Gilded Age.. In his study of these figures and
others, notably Mmmes Fields (see Jrryon belqghy,
the' author - provides 1ling answers to th
question, "Vm_a't‘mht wrong?" What were the 7
+- #forces which transformed a healthy literary cul-
) ture into a collection of amiable fireside poets
> and world-weary aesthetes? The problem ard its
solution are enormously important to.our modern
society, as well as to our sense Qf the past.

(A paperback edition is available fram Norton,)

Creenslet, Ferris. The Lowells and Their Seven
worlds. Boston: Houghton Mifflin, 1946. .

The Lowells were among the Normans who accom—
- panied William the Conqueror to England; they
came to New England_when.Percival Lowle, a
successful Bristol merchant incensed over royal
injustice, set sail for Boston at the age of 67
~with his family. That was in 1639; this book*
is the account of the eleven generations of
“ American Lowells who from his time to ours have
had a large hand in shaping the history of Bos-
ton, New England, and the United States. Here
are vividly ‘told lives of John ILowell, the "0ld
Judge, " member of the Continental Congress and
. early abolitionist; John "the Rebel," hrilliant
" Pederalist leader and benevolent public servant;
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Francis Cabot Lowell, the businesaman and mathe-
matician who memorized the secret design of the
English power loom, improved upon it, and organ- .
ized the New England cotton industry; James Rus- «
sell Lowell, renowned poet, essayist, and poli-
tical satirist; as well as My the poet, B®yci- -
val the astronomer, and many other distinguished
'iowells, who not é6nly did confine thamselves
= - socially to the campany of and the Cabots,
but who expended themselves/to an extraordinary
degree in the service of ir fellow mén., Mr.
Greenslet ocovers a large ject with grace and
erudition, and he manages fto illuminate both in- \_
dividual personalities the broader movements
‘of history.’

James, Henry. The Bostonians. Intro. By Celia Towns-
end Wells. Mew York: Apollo Editions, 1974.

~ This is the author's only exclusively American
novel, a harshly satiric yet richly ambimous ‘
trecatment of Boston culture and Boston feminism—-—
female emancipation as obsorved through the scep-
tical cves of Henry James. The cential charac-
ters arc Clive.Chancellor, an intensely proper
Bostonian committed to the cause of the down-
trodder wrman: her dictant kinsm:n Faail Farsom,
a youna lawyer from the errinn, defeato? South:
and bcautiful, inmocent, "qgifted" Verena Tar-
rant, wvho becomes the protegée and friend in
feminism of Olive, and the object of' the chival-
rous (and ‘chauvinist) romantic intentions of
Rasil. The book has genuine passion as well as
clewer irdny . in its searching analyql., of the
perscnalities involved in the struaale betwecn
- the narrowly intense way of reformer Olive and
the warmer but also narrow approach of reaction-
~ary Rasil. Along the way are many interesting
alirmpses of the life and attitudes of late nine-
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teenth-century Boston and of James himself.
(Paperback aditions are available fram Modern
Library, Pencuin, Anollo Tklitions, and Bobbs—
Merrill.) ' ( -

Kraditor, Aileen S. Meand and Ends 51 American Abo-
hy | litionign: Garrison and Fis (ritics on Strateqy
\ and Tactics, 1834—185(}. New York: Pantheon -

Yooks, 1969.

T™is is an analysis of the anti-slavery move-
ment in the years which saw the most decisive
A dialogue and conflict between ideologies within
the movement. Professor Kraditor -probes deeply
~ into Garrisonian and anti<Garrisonian literaturc
and effectively counters the position 6f the
many historians who identify the entire aboli-
tionist crusade with a tiny radical arnxl/or tran-
scerdentalist minority within ite "Far from re—
padiating institutions, most abolitionists wished
to purify them." Fven the radical Garrison him--
self, Ms. Kraditor demonstrates, did not seek to
impose }is extreme vosition upon the American
Anti-Slavery Society. The split in that organ—
ization actually occurred when its conservative
elements sought to make abolitionisn more widely
attractive by rejecting the ideas of the radicals.
Garrison arerges here, ndt a mere crank who
rejected corpramise and thefeby sowed the seeds
of war, but as a reformer who @ Viqorous'persis-
terce hélped credte a general moral awareness
which resulted in the rejection of the quietist
-acceptance of slavery. The book is both lively
(‘ and scholarly, and ™ _contains much of contem—
L porary interest in its examination of the role -
of wamen in the novement and the ‘role of radi-
cal reformers in establishment politics.

(Paperback edition available fron Vintag(_a“\)&
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Lipman, Jean. Rufys Porter, Yankee Pioneer. New
York, Potter, 19Y6B.

Rufus Porter (1792-1884) was an itinfrant .
painter of striking originality,- a.musician, and’ &
a visionary inventor of, among many other thingsp
very plausible precursors of the automobile and

e elevated railroad, .a washing machine, an
airship, a portable pre-fab house, and a re-
volving rifle,- the design for which enabled
Colonel (olt to drdate his revolver. As if
this were not emnough to assure his immoxtality,
Porter was also thé founder and first editor of
Scientific American. For all his achievement,
however, this Yankee individualist, who by
nature and choice avoided the mainstrceam of
Establisbment culture, has remained virtually

. unknown to posterity,. and this carefully re-

‘ searched study by a respected scholar of Amer-
tcan art and folk culture constitutes a vir-
tual rediscovery of a unique New Englander. In
describing Porter's-life, his works, and his -~

" careers—--he was a farmer, shoamaker, teacher,
kuilder, dancing master, and sailor, as well as
painter, inventor, and journalist--Jean Lipman
presents-him as a brilliant example of the self-
made man in thé®land of unlimited opportunity
that was early nineteenth-centurv Armerica. He,
as rmuch as ‘anyone, ambodied the “clear, free,
original‘afyl inventive power of mind" consider-
ed by Jde Tocqueville. to be characteristic of the

L Arericans he described.  The book is’replete with
olor erd hlack-and-white pictures of Porter's
fagcinatiryg marals (many in the Beston arca),
his portraits, and his inventipns.

-
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Lync, Staughton, ed. Nonviolence in America: A

*

m'*

Documentary History. New York Bobbs—Merrlll
1966 -

".

This anthology was assenbled and provided with
an illuminating introduction by a mah who has -
himself long been actively involved in the chuse
-of radical nonviolent reform. It is arranged in
such a way as to give a consecutive account of
nonvidlence in America, with careful attention
given to an extremely broad range of religious,
political, and social ideas which have found
theerétical and practical expression in the
movement. It begins with William Penn's wise
.and lovipg call for peaceful co-existence with -
the Delaware Indians and moves through American
history up to the unrest of the mid-196Q's. 'The
Mbolitdonists are represented by the writings of

. William Lloyd Garrisch, Adin Ballou, Thoreau,

Wendell Phillips, and the "learned blacksmith,"
Elihu Burritt--all important figures in Boston
culture. Several key essays are presented’in
full, such ag Thoreau's "Civil Discbedience,"

" William James' "The Moral Dquivalent of War,"

and Martin Luther King, Jr.'s "Pilgrimage to
Non-Violence.™. Dr. Lynd includes a wealth of
statements by people who have put their beliefs--
and sdfctines their lives--on the line. Jong
them are high school students and P,T.A. menbers.
engaged in the struggle for civil rights, peace
rmarchers, canscientious dbjectors, and suffra-
gists in prison, as well as well-known indivi-
duals, such as Clarence Darrow and Janc Adder.s.
bach selectian ‘has its own short, infomative
introduction, ond the whole is a wonderful tool
for the first-hand documentary stuydy of a part
of -history ard cof a qgreat deal of courage:.

(A paperback edition is available from Bobbs-
Merrill.)
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Morison, Samuel Eliot. Three Genturies of Harvard:

1636-1936. Cambridge: Harvard University Press,

This is an eminent historian's one-voluwe ac-
oount of Harvard's history, built upon the re-

;@mh that went into his monumental and official -
C

entennial’ History, but not, however, a mere
'digest" of that work: "In this little volume I
>m writing as an individual, and not as the of-
ficial historian." 'rhis "liﬁ:tle volume" is it-
self around five hundred pages of closely re-
searched infarmation, but it is a lively and en-
grossing work. Here are the life and times of

“the "earliest collegiate foundation jn the Eng-

lish colonies," of the individgals who made it
great—-and more than a few of those who hindered
it, including the first head of the (ollege,
Nathaniel Eaton, who was dismissed after a year

. in office for the over-industrious flogging of

students and the undergenerous feeding of  them.
The school was established in a Cambridge cow--

.yard and helped along by Eaton's friend, John
" Harvard, whose dying bequest of half his estate

and all his library gained a footing for the-
school and immortality for himself. The list of
men of service to Harvard is, of course, enor-
mous, and Professdr Morison does, graceful and -
suecinct justice to a remarkable-munber of them,
beginning ‘with the man who replaced Eaton, Henry
Dunster, who ‘was largely responsible for .
COllege's#Balvation and early growth. - The *tetms
of especially notable presidents are recounted

. in same detail, especially those of the great

John Leverett, "who fouhded the liberal tradi- .
tion of Harvard University," and the finest of
‘than all, Charles Eliot, under whose forty-year
'gquidance the University advanced into the modern
age., Great academic reformers, such as George

*
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Ticknor, also have their achievements delineated
here. ' The crises of war, religion, and finance
" are given clear and campact description in such
a way as to demonstrate vividly that greatness
has behind it centuries of struggle, devotian,

Tharp, Louise Hall. Mrs. Jack. Boston: Little,
Brown, 1965.

This is the biography of Isabella Stuart
Gardner, who was both Boston's most flamboyant
figure of high society and one of its most sen-
sitive, generous, and dedicated patrons of the
arts. The book presents a lively acocount of
both aspects of her life, her dalliances and her
diamonds on the one hand, her lifelong - commit-
ment to her cultural, responsibilities én the
other. The advent of Ferway Oort, her greatest
gift to Boston culture, is chronicled here, as
are her, friendships with such luminaries as“-.
Henry Adams, Henry James, John Singer Sargent,
Charles’ Eliot Norton, and Bernard Berenson., The
book is not only an arresting tale of an arres-

.o ting lady; it provides an intimate lock at the
social life of the financially and culturally
privileged men and women of the Gilded Age.

Thoreau, Henry David. Reform Papers. Ed. with intro.
¢« - and notes by Wendell Glick. Princeton: Princeton
University Press, 1973, :

These are the polemical writings of the man who
is today perhaps the most widely honored and
read of those who refused to march to the drum
' of nineteenth—century establishment society.
. It begins with "The Service," in which the twen- -
ty-three-year-old Thoreau already displays the
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expansiveg' imagery ‘and vigorous independence that
will characterize his mature work. All phases
of his literary career are represented in this

¢ volume, including the most important anti-sglavery
tracts, "Slavery in Massachusetts" and those de-
voted to the actions and fate of John Brown; and
the famous and influential statement on the pri-
macy of the rlghts of the individual over those:
of the state, ""Resistance to Civil Goverrment"
(or "Civil Disobedience"). The provocative lec~
tures, "Life without Principle, " and "Reform and
the Refarmers," left unfinished at its author's
death, appear here, the latter for the first
time in print. The introductions and copious
notes concentrate on the circumstances of writing
and publication, and the work as a whole conforms
to the highest standards of schelarly editorship.

Thoreau, Henry David. 'Walden. Ed. with intro. and
notes by J. Lyndon Shanley. Princeton: Prince-
y. ton University Press, 1971.

, This is Thareau's account of "two years and
two months" in which "I lived alone, in the
woods, a mile fram any neighbor, in a house which
I had built myself, on the shore of Walden Pend,
in Ooncord, Massachaisetts, and earned my living
by the labor of my hands only." The particulars
of daily econamy, the cycle of nature, and the
activities of the neighbors (birds and wasps as
well as men) are here the objects of acute ob—
servation and rich thought: "I went to the
woods because I wished to live deliberately, to
front only the essential facts of life, and see

" 1f I oould not learn what it had to teach, and
rot, when I came to die, disoover that I had
not lived." This is an authoritative edition

t




of a great American classic, based upon the
author's corrected page proofs and the first
edition. Its notes and jntroductions provide
much histarical and textual background.

(Numerous paperback editions are available, in-
cluding the above CEAA edition from Princeton
University Press.)

Tryon, W.S. Parnassus Corner. A Life of ‘nges T.
Fields, Publisher to the Victorians. Boston:
Houghton Mifflin, 1963. P

Fields' career began when he left his home in
Portsmouth, New Hampshire, at the age of thirteen
to became an apprentice clerk at the 0ld Cormer
Bookstore, Boston. Twelve years later, he became
a junior partner of a young publishing house
which grew out of the same establishment, and in
the meantime -he had became a published. poet him-
self and-had persuaded his boss, William Ticknor
(cousin to George), to introduce into the U.S.
the 8 of the controversial Alfred Tennyson.
Tryon gives an engaging acoount of the man who
made the fim of Ticknor and Fields into the
most distinguished publishing house in America.
"Fields was the first to recognize what all pub-~
lishers now know: tHat the secret of a success-
ful book house was to play the part of the bene-
Factor to the man of letters." This secret, ap~

" plied Wl?h much charm and ability, made his firm
the publisher to Longfellow, Holmes, Whittier,
Lowell, Hawthorne, Hmerson, 'moneau, Harriet
Beeches; Stowe, Tennyson, Browning, Dickens, and
many, fany others. More than publisher, Fields
'was friend and supporter to many—-he was espe-
cially important to Hawthorne for example---and
his life as literary arbiter and social lion in
nineteenth-century Boston is told well here, with
much of interest included about the generally
amiable Boston literary envimment

3
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Tyack,‘ pavid B. 'George Ticknor -and the Boston
- Brahmins. Cambridge, Harvard University
Press, 1967. S

# .
/ \ George Tickhor's influence upon the intellec-—
tual life of Boston was Such that same of his
peers referred to the city as »Picknoille."”
professor Tyack's study concentrates pon the
formation of Ticknor's richly enlightenad and
still deeply conservative character, and upon
the expression of that character in his princi-
pal achievements: his courageous attempts to
transform provincial and intellectually lax
Harvard University into a serious and progres-
sive institution of learning; his leading role
in the founding of the Boston Public Library
(see the following listing); and his work as

a scholar, particularly important and still-
useful His of K:) terature. Through
.extensive usé O journals letters of

Ticknor and his friends, Tyack offers a strong
- gense of the particulars behind the moral, poli-
tical, amd intellectual cencerns of cultured
Bostonians forced to cove to terms with
democracy's shift toward Jacksonian populigy:
Especially fascinating are the Furopean encoun-—
ters of the young Ticknor with the great men

» and women of the time, among them Metternich,
Goethe, Southey, Wardsworth, and Mre. de Statl.
Ticknor is convincingly portrayed here as a man
dedicated tof the loftiest ideals of culture and
public service, yet devoted to a way.of life
that was doomed by the Gammercial and egalitar-
ian forces of the growing natjon. -

8
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Whitehill, Walter Muir. Boston Public Library.
A Centennial History. Cambridge: Harvard
University Press, 1956.

This is the "official" history of one of
Boston's greatest institutions, but the official
motivation does not prevent it from being a |
lively and fascinating acoount of the individual
and collective effort that went into this land-
mark in the history of American public education.

‘ Mr. Whitehill begins his story with two wildly
different personalities, both dedicated to the, .
idea of a broadly based public library. The

" first, George Ticknor, was ultimately the man
most. respansible for establishing the Boston
Public Library as a truly public library with a
lending policy of unprecedented breadth and
liberality; the second was Alexandre Vattemare,
a "wolatile littje French ventriloquist" who -
wished to move from his.triumphant stage tareer
(Queen Victoria and Beethoven were among his
fans) to a more permanent form of cultural en-
‘deavor, the founding of great libraries through
cultural exchange programs. Both pioneers failed
in their first attenpts, but Ticknor persevered,
and the story of his steadfast devotion, as well
as that of BEdward Everett, Joshua Bates, Herbert
Putnam, Josiah Benton, and many others, is one
of both Brahmin and democratic triumph. Here is
~  the story of the building of Charles Follen Mc-

‘ Kim's architectural 'masterpiece, the Central
Library in (opley Sqhare. Walter;Muir Whitehill,

. a distinguished historian who served as Director
and Librarian of the Boston Athenaeum, brings a
unique perspective to his account of the diffi- -
culties, controversies, and successes which ac-
canpanied the Library's creation and its advance
into the mid-fifti -




Boston
-~ An Urban
Commumty~

The

Emerging
Iré?nigrants "
of Boston

An Annotated Reading List -
" Prepared by -

Constance Bumns

with the assistance of

the Boston Public

Library Staff
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Endowment for the Humanities (NEH). .
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FOREWORD
The Boston Publice Library is pleased to present
a serfes of annotated reading guides as a follow=up
to the lectures in {ta NFH Learning Library Program,
"Boston: An Urban Community." '

The Library's program has been developed under
the Cultural Institutions Program of the Natdional
Endowment. for the Humanities (NEH), a new national
program whose purpose is to help libraries, museums
‘and other cultural institutions become centers of
formal humanitics cducation for their -communitiocs.
An advisory committee, composed of outstanding
scholars from academic institutions in the Boston
area, assists in the selection of topics for the
program's learning activitiecs and helps recruit the
teachers for it. o

Ry

\ . 3 .
Sequences presented in the Program have be

"Bibles, Brahmins and Bosses: Leadershi
the Boston Community" . with Thomas 0
Professoryof History, Boston Collége.:
February A3 - April T, 1975. ~

"Bofton's Architecture: From First Townhduse
to New City Hall" .with Gerald Bernstein,
Professor of Art History, Brandeis Wniver-
sity. February 8 - March 29, 1975.

MFamily Life in Boston: From Colonial Times to
the Present” with Nancy Cott, Professor of

: History, Yale University. ‘April 3 -
. T Mgy 22, 1975. 7 N
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"Shuplng the Boston Luandscape: Drumlins and
Puddingstone” with George Lewis, Professor
ol Geogfuphy, Boston University. April 8 -
May 27, 1975,

"Rovolutilonary Boston: The Leaders and the
Issues, 1763-1789" with Richard Bushman, Pro-
fessor of Hiatory, Boston Univeraity, Septem-
ber 16 - November b, 197Y.
“"Culture and lts Conflicts: The Example of 19th-
Century Boston" with Martin Green, Professor
of English, Tufts University. Septcmber 18 -
November 6, 1975. ‘ .
"Boston's Artisans of the 18th cebitury™ with
Wendy - Cooper, Assistant Curator, American
Decorative Arts, Museum of Fine Arts. ‘
November 13, 1975 - January 22, 1976.
"Boston's Black Letters: From Phillis Wheatley
to W.E.B. DuBois" with William Robinson, '
Chairman of ﬁLuck Studies,. Rhode Island
Coltege, November 18, 1975 - January 13, 1976.

"Phe Emerging Tmmigrants of Boston" with Andrew
Buni, Professor of History, Boston College.’
February b, 1976-March 31, 1976.
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“ INTRODUGTION
{

Boston's history 15 usually told in terms of the
Considcrubik,uccomplishments and occasional folbles
of itts Puritun, later Brahmin, lendorship: Such an
approach seriously distorts the realities of the city
for it does not take sufficient note of the vast
changes which have vesulted from massive and prolonged
immigration.. This bibliography has been compiled to
cneourgee study of a vital de t,on 1inant of Boston's

modern history,

"Tmmigration" is a term that stands for a very
complex and paradoxical process, one-Lhat hus becn
both enlarging and divisive for Boston, oncg that has

cofrfered challenges and opportunihe" t.o nat1vo Boston-

tans and immigrants alike, even as it plovoked ani-

cmogitics.  For immigrants it involved the severing of

an cxistence in one sdtiety, re @(‘l&ll.’.atl(’n——!‘(.—
learning of roles, adaptation of values--in a new one,

and then intepration, in however varied a fashion

oo
o~
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into the new socicty. For Boston it is the, story of
the impact of alien newcomers on existing indtltu-
tions and values and patterns of living, of the media-
tion of tensions normative in a multi-ethnic society,
of the expansion of Lhe det‘inil;ion of Bostonian.

50 that tho readay may better undor‘,tand the
available work on melgrnnts in Boston, this biblio-
graphy is organlzed #nto six parts. Initially it
considers the city on the eve of massive 1mmigration;
second, the "immigrant” or "fivst gcnoratlon exper-
fepee of various national groups in Bos ton, listed in
the sequence in which they appeared in Boston in sig-
nificant numbers; -then the {)olxtics which in Boston
has been the most visible facet of immigrant presence;

-
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next, the responses of the eity to thé -continuing-
demographic upheaval; fifth, patterns, &F assimilation
into Boston; and finally, the social tensions whigh
huvc‘resulted from immigration.

The books available on these topics provide a
most incomplete picture of the whole complex process
. of immigration. Thus, before beginning a study of
Boston's immigrants, students would benefit from fam-
{1iarity with works on the general topic of immigra-
tion to America. ‘lIwo recent examples of such wWorks,
cach containing_ a comprehensive bibliography, have
heen written by two Engl ishmen: Maldwyn Jones, Amecr-
{can Inmigration (Chicago, 1960); and Philip Taylor,
e Distant Magnet: European Imigration to the United
States (New York, 1975) .

This bibliogrfphy is an outgroﬁtﬁ of a lLearning
Library Program course given at Boston Public Library
by Professor Andrew Buni of Boston College under a

, grant from the National Endowment for the Humanities
_in the winter of 1976. Those who hdve been Dr, Buni's
Students will understand when.,I thank him for his
constant encouragement and goading, for the example

of his ever-renewed delight in learning.

&
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I__The Eve of Inmﬂgxation

-Bos}on, we are told, was at its pinnacle cirea
18801 the Athens, the cultural and moral conter of
the nation.  Over two centuripgs old, the city still
malntained much of its original sense of cultural co-
hesiveness. Tt had had little experience with massive
Immigratlon: the substantinl non-English migrations
of colonial times had gone to other colonies, and
after the Revolution the e 1ty"1LLFaot((i<)n1y the
small celuatoers of Ceoreign born VJII ich werd common to
larpe commercinl cities.

Ireland wag -at its nadir about 18L0. - Harshly
appressed for centuries hy England, its ndative popu- -
Iation had.beén deoprived of most "ivxl and economic
ITivertica.,  Any ‘hopes for betterment raised by the
_ recent Catholiec emancipation wvre being blttvrly 5
\ mocked by the presence of Ium1nv and plague which

were Lo kill a million people and cause the emigra-.
tion of a millfon pore.

The arrival in Yankee Boston of these Irish led
Lo n confrontation of two cultures, related.to each
other yet vastly separate, each tragically unprepared
in its own way to meet the impact. This first immi-
grat ion wns_uniquq in"the city's history: never again
would immigrant.s be 50 wretched,, never again would
the city be so unprepared for them. Because Boston,
wis so‘noted for its cultural accomplishments and the
immigrants for their misery, bot.h have been well
described., ' l
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Martin Green, The Problem of Boston: Some Roadings in
Cultural listory. New York, 1966, .
< Ray- A, B ington, The Irotoestant. Crusade 1800~1860.
A Btudy of the Vrigins of American Nativism. New
-~ York, 1938, : } : . :
Petor Knights, The Plain Pvople of Boston, 1830-1860.
Afterword by Fric Lampard. Now York, 1971.
Coell Woodham=Smith, The Great flunger, lreland, 18h5-
1848, New York, 1960, '

R DN 1
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Martin (;r*«‘en,‘.‘m Fnglish literary eritic, analy-
sed pre- and post-Civil Waf Boston in The Probl em of
&n_,_tﬂl, usingg terms Lhat are largely cultignl.  How-
ever, sinee he perceives culture to be hig reloe-
vant to the 1ifd of the society it gracos, Mis in-.
sights have more than literary scope,  The donse of
an nrban el ftety proprictary pride inh the acm_nhplish—
ments off Lho coheslve socicty is cleatly drawit. liis
deseriptions of Boston culture and socicty are lam-
iliar, but the relations he draws between their ac-
complishments and L}u-ir"'z".hn'r't.«\.-oming;:'; are ortginal.

The revorse of thig portrait of civic and cult-
ural accomplishment, was Ghoe religious animosnity which
had been ehdemic Lo-the city for much of ity oxist-

. ence. The ori‘p,i-nul Pharitan exclusiveness which' had .
o opposed all other faiths had given way to a newer Pro- e
Lestant «f r'm'llmiv()rms;.:': which hd ddentified {tself

with Amcerican ?rx.xf.rl'dti:un, and saw Catholicism as a
throat tao that nationalism. Thio traditiontwhich
elimaxed in the Know-Nothing . Party of the ]8‘,)’(3'5 is
detailed by Ray A. Billington in Phe Protestant Cru-
sade. In accopnt.ing ror the slrength of the move- - .
ment., Billington does not give andequatoe consideration
to other sodial tensions, but he does make clear the
animosity which Would be experieheed by the large
nimbcrs of Cathol {¢ Imnigrant.s, - '

e

A presentation of the demographic charactérf{stics
oPloston during the dnte-bel lum period ts given in
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Peter Knights' Plain People of Boston, 1830 1860

Knights is primarily concerned with the extent of

mobility of population in ahd out of thé city, and

has succeeded well in showing the great "c?ﬁrning of
1

Bostonians many of whom came from norther nd ¥ural
New England. The valuable "Afterword" 3ywﬁric Lam-~
pard, a noted urban historian, defines the rale of
Boston in establishing the burgeopling New England
indnstyial ecodomy.

The outlines of the Irish:fagine are known, but.
! mastcrly recounting of the unfoldlng of the tragedy
and its results, including emigration on mass séale,
is 1n Cecil Woodham-Smith's The Great Hunger ., The.
people she describes were- those who came to Boston in
numbers large enough to constitute a fourtH -of the
city's population in 1850 '

, At the time oI this compllatlon the fblfowing
"titles were available ‘in paperback editions: .Green,
The Problem of Boston (Norton); ‘Billington, The Pro-
testant-Crusade (Quadrangle); Knights, The-Plain Peqe
ple of Buston (Oxford University Press). .

"

II The lnnlgxqtlon Experlence

: The cxperlences of 1mm1gration nre searlng ones
for. thdse caught up in its great Jjourneys, experiences
marked by poignant and painful dislocations and re-— -
settlements. One of the most challengifg of these
points of abrupt change always occursg when immigrants
arrive in a new eociety aliens, they have to re-
socialize themselves, learn the values and imperatives
of a new culture, even-as they maintain some sense of
personal integrity.

- This "immigrant" of -"first generation" experience
is characterized by a paxadoxical duality: a contrast

\
-




T Lting, cumstricting conditions and consider-
uble_jh)‘v _iqg and’ nergy withln those confines. The
limita vl e werl ! nown and real: homéiessnese
ANk of UQQbTe=QR11]q, poorest of jobs, dis-
criminati & qepgratigﬁ from the larger society. The
" tﬂe 1mmigtant group arc perhaps leqs ac-
centuated bt Also realyWhe variety of formal and in-, /
" formal insNY 8 whichfthe travelers established to
help thems eL_‘ n resociglization: newspapers, finan-
cial ins ﬂ}$u)“. \ hilant&répnc enterprises, churches
and ., schools, \Lp t&rn 1 oy\ izations and friendship
networks. ThE_ & 1 of—; ¢ poor fand the dlsplaced”
to create subcommunitfes o Yariety and vitality amiq
their handigapg ié Bosg{ton -andfelsewhere is remarkable.
AT S :
Thi seotlon\ qn‘ldere what'has been written on -
the expcrleneeuxof{l 1 of the: 1mm1prant groups that
appeared. in Bostona\{n' he order in which they appear-

, ed 1n significant, s\imB Thesd works deal with both
the limiting nature d&\glb first ‘gerieration experience
and with the growth C.% anizqt1i§‘W1thin the immd-
grant, communities the '%ﬂ gs.. \}

.. \
. Su , .
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ITA® The Irish x ?

]
Oscar Handlin, 5t0 P& gxants* A otudy in Accul -

turation. Cumﬁt}dg 19hﬁ‘ 2d rgv. ed. s 1959
Sr. Alphonsine Frawlev‘ Patq; Donahde shington,
~,D. G, 1946, Ny 2
Robqrt H. Lord et al., His\Me Qf the Arohdiocese of
Bogton. 3 v., Boston, 19hjey
~ Douna Merwick, Boston Priwwfiy 4‘;\;8148 1910‘*\ A Study of
. Intelloctual and qociar-én, bridge, 1973,
Roger Lane, "James Jeffrey Roch andqghe Bog¥qn Pilot,"
- "New England Quarterly, 33(September, ﬂ&ﬁo) 341 63‘

'; Oscar Handlin'g classic Boston' 8, Immigrants de- E_
picts gxaphlcally the limiting, even- harrowlng,“nature
. ‘of the initial Irish immigrant experience in Boston,

\
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A3 well as the nlt,m"mt,lon of' t.he city Wit the alien

neweomers. Handlin emphas i'z.cr. the divisive and de-
pendent. nature of this immigration uand t.}'mss views
with some alarm the formation of 0 struclured immi-
Frant. l,-omnnmil,y, within what he conceived to be
unitary -Boston culture. Because he is concerned with
the strains that immigration placed on this older -

'Iﬁlo:‘_'.t,orlﬁfu]t,m‘c, he obscuros the larger significance

ol Lhi! demographic shift witich should be 'scen as the

begiming of n process that would substant fally widen

the definition of Bostonian, dven as it would lead, -
in & nnlionvide context, to. Lhe development of modorn
American plurnlistic socioty, -

The Irish immlcr mL community Hl‘lt, did form .in
Boston wies ablv bvmmuv of its considerable numde s,
to create an ru-‘,l lllrLlOllll M v'n‘iod sub-culture, to
serve Lheir own neocds and tm( nm hen a new identity

even as they learned Boston ways.  To grasp the extoent

off immigrant institutions in £o comprehend ®heir ef-
forts to ‘I‘(!!:(_)«_].llli’.t‘ themuselveo in an lndlf‘J erent yet
Jdemanding new world.  Patrieck ﬁqnuhor* was one of the
most nolted of-the 1r1°h immigrant’ leadors, but he
would hhwe his countar }\\u‘ in all=later immigrant
groups. - Publisher, banker, philanthropist, church-
man: the broad (.\t(nt of” hl“ activities was typlcu]

of the versatility of the lcaders of later {'IOllp‘

The biography, Patrick Donahoo, by Sr. M, A]phon ine
Frawley is Jimited by the inac C(“"‘lblllty of primagy
documentation, but is-usetrul for unders tanding Lho
dynamics of immigrants' communal s structures,

Religious imstitutions have. been among, the mo'st
universal of immigrant institutions. The influence .
of secular, industrial socicty forcoq aglaptation in
religions practice, h the roles traditionally as-=
sumed by religious leaders, but in neeting these
(."hn_llongu:‘: churches were able to play an 1mportant
part. in immigrant life. The Catholie Church had al-

O
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“ready been established In Boston before 1840, and
the lwpact of Irish immigrants on it is a major theme -
in the History of the Archdjiocese of Boston by Rev.
Robert H. Tord and others, and in Boston Priests by
Donna Merwick. The former strosses tho building of
the institution over more than a century, the latter
the changes in tntellectual style over a shorter

s+ period, but both bear witneass positively and nega-
tively, to the ef'feets of immigrants on the church
and Lo the fmportance of the church to immigrant
lire. .

Immigranht Journalism was yeL\unuLhur facet of.
the immigrant subcommunity, and the Boston Pilot,
organ ot the Boston Trish, was one of the most
notable of thesce papers. Guide and spokesman for
immiprants vis 4 vis the larger city, the Pilot's
*  mission was predicated on the continued existence of

n opredominantly immigrant community. When, by 1900, -
the Irish had begun to be a native born rather than

a predominantly immigrhnt community, the Pilot would
be speaking for and to a constituency with new needs,
new responsibilities in Boston. Whether the editors
of the paper, traditionally leaders of the immigrant
community, -would perceive this change in status, what
guidunce they would offer, Is the concern of.Roger:
Lane 's. "James Jortrey Roche and the Bostgn Pllot."
The article poses questions of adaptation of pufpose
which all immigrant groups would face as they shifted
from immipgrant to native Bostonian,

A paperback edition of Handlin, Boston's Immi-
.grantg (Atheneum) was available at the time, of this
compilation, : :

I'TB  The British Canadiang

Rowland Berthot'f, British Immlgrants in Industrial
America, 1790-1950. Cambridge, 199%3. o

I
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Albert Keunedy, "he British Canadfans in Boston"
unpublished mss., Harvard Archives. :
“Leon Truesdell, Canadian Born in Lthe United -States,
An Analysis of Statistics of the Canadian Flement

in_the Population of the U.3, ) 1850—1930. New
“Haven, 1943,

" tFrom 1870 to 1940 British Canadians, *largely .
from the Maritime Provinces, came to Boston in nup
bers great, enough to make them the second moudt nﬁﬂgr—
ous fmmigrant. group in the city. To the census takers
they were ifmmigrants, but should they be so c¢lass-
Aried in a cultural sense? Sharing common linguistic,
religious, political traditions with the native Bos-
tontunsg, possessing skills Lo facilitatce economic
mobility, they traveled a very short way, geographi-
cally and culturally.

. Yot however close to native Boston culture they
were, British Canadians shared with other immigrants
some sense of being foreign, some need for a group : -
life.  Rowlund Berthoff includes them with other y
British, immigrants in his study of British Tmmigrants
in Industrial America. Because the baok focuses on
Industrial occupatibns, it falls to show the wide
range of British Canadian occupations from the pro-
feasional to the unskilled, but it does glve examples
of théir group life, in Boston aqpng other places,
which ineclude lodges, necwspapers s and participation
in grbup conflict, TIdentitying strongly with the
Protestant dimension of native Boston society they
vere caught up in the religious tensions of the late
nineteenth century and sdded rnotably with the native
religion even while they kept, distinet the vther
facets of their identity. '('S(,‘L') section VI)

With the diminishing of these tensions after .
the turn of the century, British Canadians' public
role in Bostan diminished as well, though many con-

tinued to mafintain a separgte sobigl existence,
. - - ‘




“An intimate portzuit\of these British Canadians
in Boston in the years:before WOrld War I was written
by Albert Kénnedy, am aassoclate 4f social worker
Robert Woods at South FEnd qvttlemont House, He was
fascinated by the distinct soclal pattexns which many
maintained as young single people ¢ften clustering
in the South Fnd, and ‘the case with which they uqually
asgimilated into Boston life after they qad married..
Theirs was an immigrant experience with very few
limiting -aspectsy yet they maintalned group identity
in their settlement pat&erns in and about BOstonu.

. Statistics on this and other .facets of their immi-
érnLiOH patterns to the United States generally are

%ound in Lcon'Prucadell g Lnnudian Born in' the United
l)tat()p .

- \
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ITC GCetmans '

Francis X. Welser, S.J., Noly Trinity Parish, Bostmn,
Massachusetts, 1844-194k, Boston, 194k,

Roswell. Phelps, Spouth End Pnctory Operatives, Emplqy-
ment and Residence Boston, 1903. '

4 -
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The German imhigration to Boston proceeded slowly .
and steadily throughout the nineteenth century; at its
height about 1890 the Germans comprised about T% of*
the city's toreign born population. Coming from a
modernized nation, they brought occupational skills
and values which facilitated their economic absorp-
tion into the city, but .they maintained a German iden-
tity and institutional 1ife for ocveral generations.
Partly from smallness of numbers, partly from ggnerall *

‘acceptance by Bostonians, they seemed in no way dis-

posed to ruffle the life of the city; even that en-
demic New England crusade, prohibition, to whic¢h they
were culturally opposed, did not provoke them to pub-
lic acrimony. Glimpses of them as, devoteéd church-
goers may be seen in their chqrch—affiliated Qultural



activities in Fr. Francis Weiser's Holy Trinity '
Parish. Glimpses of them 'as skilled workers, much ,
admired by Bodton observers, may be found in Roswell
Phelp's brief study of the South End Pactory Opera-
tives. .

3

But it 1s only in fleeting glimpses that they
may be seen by later Bostonians. The Germans had a
relatively open-immigrant experience. Few in num-
bers, they added to, but in no way challenged, exis-
ting Boston social structure and‘values. They con-
+formed, in short, to the traditional view of an immi-
grant group's role in the new society.

ITID German Jews

‘Albert Ehrenfried, A Chronicle of Boston Jewry from
the Colonial Settlement to 1900. ~ Boston, 1963.
Arthur Mann, ed., Growth and Achievement: Temple
Israel, 1854-195h. Cambridge, 195k,
Barbara Solomon, Pioneers in Service: A History of
"the ‘Associated Jewish Philanthropies of Boston.
Boston, 1956. -

Unlike most American town¥ of the colonial
period, Boston had had no Jewish synagogue. Not un-
til .the coming of sm&ll numbers of Jews among the
German mlgrations of the 1840's did an organized
"~ Jewish life exist in/Bospon. A narrative of the in-
stitutiondl life of poth German and Eastern European
Jews before the twentieth century is in Albert Ehren—
fried's privately printed Chronicle of Boston Jewry.
Like other Germans the German Jews made the economic
. ahd cultural trensition to Boston with little diffi-
culty, maintaining their religious-cultural identity
while adapting economically and socially to the Bos-
ton milieu.
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* Eager to conform to Boston, a modern world in
which they felt much 4 part, many German Jews éought
to adapt the externals of their religion to American
customs through the adoption of Reform Judaism, For
some, this identification with modernity 1leq further
to a‘call for abandonment of the old religious "qi-
visiveness" and the adoption of new universalistic
social creeds such as socialism or secular humanism.
Arthur Mann's commemorative volume on the centennial
of the founding of Temple‘Israel, Growth and Achieve-
ment: Temple Israel, 185h—l95h, describes bdth or these
tendencies in the activities of two eaﬂiylleaders,
Rabbis Solomon Schindler and Charles Fleischer. Their
Re form congregation rejected the socialism or the
former and the secularism of the latter as they struck
a balance which combined religious integrity with
cultural nssimilation.

Even as German Jews were probing the parameters
of assimilation with native Bostonians they were
Striving to unite the factions and Segments of Jews

'-~“l§ to a community. The arrival of tens of thousands

AN

OoN\ Bastern European Jews, the growing fragmentation
into congregations and benevolent organizations,
&ﬂ}eatened the achievement of g common jdentity,

"Using traditional concern for communal charity as their

Catalyst, German Jews sought to establish institutional
coordination, no easy task, as Barbara Solomon demon-
strates in“Pioneers in Service, the story of the first
half century of the Associated Jewish Philanthropi%s -
in Boston. - . .

"Interlude; Boston, 1900: The Inner City,

Robert A. Woods, ed. The City Wilderness: A Settle-
ment Study -by Residents and Associates of South End
House. Boston, 1898; New York, 1970.
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‘Robert A. Woods, ed. Americans in Process: A Settle-
ment Study by Residents and Associates of South End
House. Boston, 1902; New York, 1970. .

Frederick A. Bushee, Ethnic Factors in the Populatiom
of Boston. New York, 1903, 1970. S

John Daniels, In Freedom's Birthplace: A Study of

Boston Negroes. HBoston, 191},

Half a century after the first wave of immigra--
tion had reached Boston, a second and more massive
one was already making itself felt.in ‘the city. ofr
the older immigrants the Irish were still the largest
in .number and were beginning to assume political
power (Section III). Within the group, differences
based on economic mobility began to be vigible as a
middle class, native born but still identifiably
Irish, began to appear. Even as ,they and other groups
- began to meld into the city's 1ife, huge numbers of
new peoples from Eastern and Southern Furope were
coming to Boston., '~

The challenge posed by these alien ‘peoples in the
great clties caused native middle-class Americans to
assume the task of aiding in their Americanization, .
notably by living among them in settlement houses to
offer guidance and to mediate between them and the :
larger city. Boston's pioneer social vorker was Rop-
bert Woods, and “ft is thanks to him and his associates
at South End Hougse that we possess splen&&d-descrip-
tions of the immediate 1ife and the larger signifi-
cance of immigrants and others in the .inner city in
the early years of the twentieth century. 1In their
City Wilderness and Americans in Process they achieved
a completeness of detall and & sense of immediacy
available nowhere else 1 the literature. The often
blunt, unsparing descriptions of the immigrants with
their peculiar (to these middleclass observers' eyes)
characteristics are harsh, even racist and condescen-
ding, to modern readers, but the dedication of these




people to the task of telling their fellow Bostonians
of the strangers in their midst mitigates the harsh-
ness, .
The' South End associates produced other works of
interest as well. Phelps' South End Operatives has
been mentioned in section IIC, and Woods' and Kennedy's .
Zone of Emergence will be reviewed in section V. -Fred-’
erick Bushee's Ethnic Factors is a more limited work '
.which focuses on differences between immigrant groups
in  su¢ch matters as mortality, viﬁality,'and otheéyr con-"'
temporary Darwinian concerns., John Daniels' I ree-
dom's Birthplate results from a white social /worker's
activities émong Boston blacks. The historyXof blacks
in Boston, coming from a tradition different
‘of immigrants, deserves separate ‘consideratidn
iels' book is’ included here as one of the useful
Fnd Settlement House publications

-

ITE Eastern Eu{Qpean Jews

Robert Woods, ed., Americans in Procesg, Boston, 1903.
Golde Bafiber, "Russians in quton;";iénd—a—Hand,
" 8 (189@), 168-172. .
Mary An$in, The Promised Land, Boston, 1912, 1962.
Arnold Wieder, Early Jewish Community in the North
Eml? Waltham, 1962. "
BEN B ‘ . e
"In sharp contrast to the German Jews were their

co-religionists from. Eastern Europe who came to Boston -

% in large numbers béginning in the 1880's. In their
Furopean environments they had been marked as’sus-—
pect, limited in social roles, accustomed to a ghetto
existence. Aliens in théir old countries, they were
marked as aliens in Bosten as well.” The harsh enviran-
mental realities and the particular cultural strengths
of Jewish 1life in the North End are depicted in WOods
Americans in Proceds. An early effort by German Jews

Fl
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to assist these.newcomers in their. adjustments to Bos-
ton is8 told by Golde Bamber, who was herself involved
'in this early example of in-group charity,

Another contemporary account 1s'by Mary Antin
who was brought as a child by her family from Russia
to Boston. Her family's exXistence in Boston was a

. ‘tenuous one, noteworthy for the tonsistent failures

of her father's petty bujiness ventures and for the _
disintegrative nature of immigraht 1ife which she de-
tails poignantly in The Promised Land. She was able
to transcend these limitations through her intellect-
ual talents which won her the patronage of sensitive
native Bostonians eager to uncover the promise among
the aliens in their city. For Mary Antin the great
lesson of immigrant life was the abandonment of old
habits including traditional religion and the belief
in a new universal community of all men.

. Such was not the resp&nse of most of the Eastern
European immigrants however. -A retrospective account
which stresses the strengths of that immigrant ‘commun-
ity is provided ip.‘Arnold Wieder's Farly Jewish Cgﬁzu -
ity in the North End. His volume is.based on the. rem-
iniscences of those who had lived as child@en in this-
early Boston home of Eastgrn European Jews' Although
warm with nostalgia and lacking the sense of struggle
present in:contemporary acébunts, the book is valuable
for ‘an unders{anding of the sources of the vitality
which immigrants. brought with them, of their graat
desire to find a place in this new city.

Antin, The Promised Land (Houghton Mifflin), was - .
available in paperback as of the date of this compil-
ation. o . .

N

IIF Itaelians

~ “ Robert A. Woods, ed. Americans in Process: Boston,
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William F Whyte, Street Corner Society Chicago,
1943, J

Herbert Gans, Urban V%i;qggrs New York, 1962.

Walt§$ Firey\ Land Use in Central Boston. Cambridge,
19 ’

' Italians began to arrive in Boston in signifi-
cant numbers in the 1890's and have continued to do so
with such consistency that they are now the largest
group of ‘foreignm born in,the city. - Despite the size

- and duration of their migration to Boston, the Ital-
ians' experiences in Boston have been inadequately
chronicled. Woods' always valuable Americans in Pro-
cess describes Italian immigrants as native Boston-
“{ans saw thém but there is no chrodicling or gnaly- .
zing of their institutional deveiopment, occugational,
geographical, value changes in Boston. Sociologists
have composed portraits of segments of the Italian
community at particular moments in recent times,'but
they are ahistorical in nature.

W«

William F. Whyte wrote Streét Corner Society in
1940 to prove that there was organization in immigrant.
slums, places in which many sociologists had .assumed
only anomic individualism existed.” After living for
months in the North End, Whyte came to see the order p
present ip the .street life of young men, in the rackets,
and in politics. He saw the ordered gcommunity of the
North End principally in terms of frustration and de-
viance, in the very limited access to the larger world.
He emphasized the limitations of the immigrant exper-
dence:-with social work dominated by Yankees and poli-
- tics by the Irish with economic opportunity-stagnant
from the effects of the prolonged depression, many
Italians by 1 hO felt constricted in their 1mmjgrant
experience.

T1Y d N
'

Herbert /(Gans also lived among Italians in Boston--
after World War IT in the West End-- and his portrait

2
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is considerably more balanced in that he Lonmiders
their lives from a.much larger perspective of the
" family and peer group. Focusing on these as the
bases for a very stable social order, Gans can only
mourn the burenucratic arrogance that decreed so arbi-
trarily the destructton of thair area. -Re portrays
.a particular kind of prolonged immigrant experience
in which people were acculturated to the larger soc-
iety in their familiarity with language, mass media,
occupat ional structuxe, yet felt thewmselves to be at
a considerable distance from ‘1it.

‘.- Walter Firey.also waq/intent on proving a theory
other areas in the .inner ¢ity His results, in his
Land Use “in Central Bostoh, point to ‘the importance
of a central place for ipfpigrant groups, un area to
%Frve as a symbolic focup as well as a common area
for merchandibe and soc abtllty Just as Beacon Hill
had a particular kind ¢ rélatlonship that gave it
value, ao the North Fnd/ had its own traditions in the
sense of ethnic blustering to those who lived there
and to thdse who lived in the metropolitan area. :

' when he iInvestigated the gorth End together with

Paperback editions of Whyte Street Corner -
‘Society (University of- Chicago Press), and Gans,
“Urban Villagers (Free Press), were available as of
the date of this compilation.

1

I1 G ...and Others from Europe -

Robert Mirak, Armepians in.the Uniteéd States, 1890~
1915. Unpublished Ph. D dissertation, Harvard
University,. 1965. . _

The previous listing of European imﬁigrants 6nly
begins the chronicle; the stories 6f so many more
immigrant groups to Boston remain to be told.
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Greeks, Syrians, Poles, Lithuanians and many others
have maintained strong. Broup identities for at least
. & significant part.of the original number and their
degcendants, yet have occasidned rather 1little public
awarenegs. The American Bicentennial coincides with
the growijng awareness of the persistence of ethnic.
identities in Bogton; various groups have produced
city and state ethnic feqtivals The Massachusetts
Bicentennial Committee ang the Mayor 8 Office of Cul-
tural Affairs are chanpels ‘for people who are know-
ledgeable about the many ethnic subcultures which
exist in and around Boston. The detailing of their
experiences in thes city over time awaits the work .
. of Interested people, scholars and amateuyrsgalike, who
‘ _ will do the interviewing, read the immigrant press,
seek out the institutional records, trace residential
patterns. .

~»

For this bibliography the dissertation of Robert
Mirak, Armenians in the U.S. 1890-1915 will serve as
a model. Although dealing with Armenian miggatdon
generally it is useful for Boston because so many
Armenians came to Boston and its surroundlng indus-
trial cities. The work covers immigration topigcs
well: cauéés of migration, vicissitudes of the Jour-.
ney, occupations, group life, value adaptation and
retention. With a cutoff date at the beginning’of
World War I, the author can on]y ellude to the fuller °
development ofgthe Armenian mmunity in Boston. and
.1ts subsequent “removal to the subirbs.

- .

IIH Post 1950: Chinese and Spanish Speaking
- b

" “Rhoades Murphey, "Boston's Chinatown," Economic
. Geography, 28 {July, 1952), 2hh-55.
" Charles Sullivan and Kathlyn Hatch,.Chinese in Boston.
Boston (ABCD), 1970.

v

" Adf'iana Gianturco and Noxmaq Aronin, Boston B Spanish g
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Speaklng Cpmmunitx, Flndings of a Field Survgy. -
_Boston (ABED), 1970.

A . k)

The years after 1950 have seen(a resurgence'of
“immigration to Boston and the creation of new or great-
ly enlarged immigrant communities. The Chinese were
ablggto come in gradually increasing numbers after
195Q, an 1ncrease which reflected a gradual change
in atti: des of . Americans toward Orientals. All ,
racial barriers to their-immigration were removed 1n
1965. Numbering 2000 in 1950, their population in-',
creased to 8000 in 1970 and is estimated. at 15,000 by"

+ 19T6. The appearance of the Spanish’, speaking in- this
* city stems from a new destlnation in an older mlgra—
tion pattern from the Caribbean to the United States,
.= one which had heretofore not been directed to Boston.
By 1970 the number of Spanish speak%pg in Boston® had
. climbed to more than 18,000 and is still increasing.

L

1
]

" The material- available on these new immlgrants 3 »
is largely based on the results of social surveys
which give important demographic data but little
sensé of the structure or texture of the lives of the
people. Gianturco's and Aronin's Boston's Spani'sh -
Speaking’ Community describes this population as young,

coming from traditionally undevéloped areas, and pos-
ing a challenge to the social agencies and to the
" city generally. -
N . - @ -
- Rhoades Murphey's article !Boston's Chinatown"
dascribes the history of the area and of the tradi= ~

4
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The increase which came in continually growing
_ numbers’ dﬂrthe years since 1950 have resulted in this
" more balafced jepulation now living Wlmost entirely
outside of the 6ld Chinatown area; in 1970 only 2000
of the 8000 Chinese in Bostoh were able to live there.
<oweeney and Hatch's Chinese in Boston uses data from
Chinatown, however, when they report that although
some of the massive problems of other immigrant groups’
vere not evident among the Chinese, still the tradi-=
tion&l immigrant disabilities of poverty, overcrowd-
ing, lxngui%tlc problemq qlntergenerational tensions
are present. .

o
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. TII Politics

7 . 3

In its inception immigrant politics represented
~another faceét of immigrant group life, a marshalling
of group solidarity behind a local politician, much
as the community wquld support their own journalists
" or clergymen or embryonic businessmen. Unlike other

immigrant institutions, politics was not apart from
. the mainstream institution but directly linked to it,
albeit at a lowly level. If group strength could
coalesce enough, 'and if immigrant leaders were astute .
enough, then their purely supporting role could be
“transformed 1nto a d1rect1ng one--and could become a
challenge to one of the city's most important coordin-

-~ altors of power. _ - R

Unlike the situation in many cit?gs, immigrant -
politics in Boston began as, remained for a century
.28, an Irish concern. Having to confront the city
as its only major immigrant group by the Civil War—-
retaining that role well into’ the twentieth gen-
.tury-» brought disabilities to the Irish, but it
also gave' them the dominant role in the politdcs of ‘
immigrants. . This power was built slowly, shaped by *
Yankee reformers, thwarted by religious stress, but




by 1900 the'Irish could contest native Bostonian pot

ticians as equalg. Politics in Boston was stxongly

colored by og immigrant/old Stock polarization which

often ran i bitterness. A senge of legitimacy was

never quite Hecorded immigrant, politics.

Leslie Ainlcy, Boston Mahatma. Bos ton 19h9

Albert Van Nostrand, Mhe Lomasney l.e end New
England Quarterly, 21(Dec., 1948), 435-5

Joseph Dineen, Ward Kight. New York, 1936.

John Buenker, "The Mahatma and Progressive Reform:

© Martin Lomasncy as Lawmaker," New England’ Quarterly,
b {September, 1971), 397~ h19.

The initial development of immigrant. politics--
of the pise of local leaders, of the attainment of a
few city Jobs, of the tutelage of some Yankee Demo-
cratas—-— in the years around the Civil War has bben
little studied. But by the 1880's growing impigrant
group consciousness and orgunizational strength en-
abled- leaders to determine 01ty—widc policy* in-con- _
Junction with Yankee Democrats, to install signifi- -
cant numbers of their followkrs in the civic bureay-
cracy, to barter with extra-governmental city powers
like the utility companies. But their constituents
were still largely “immigrants in the central city.

Martin Lomasney, legendary'leader of Ward 8 in
the West End, represents this phase in imhigrant
political development His basc remained among the
poor and the immigrants, Irish, Jews, Italians, of
the central city, yet his ihflpence was felt on ‘all
larger political decisions. - Never able -to attain
city~wide power for himself, his half century of rule
in the North and West Ends marked the classic era
when the boss played a.yvital role in prganizing the
lives of immigrants. His politicized humanitarianism !
and aqtute sense of realpolitik have been the theme .
for most works on him: lLeslie Ainley's routine Boston's

qam T e
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Mahatma, Albert Van Nostrand's brief but useful artis
cle in the New Imgland Quurtctly, Joseph Dincen's

novel, Ward EFight.

Originally lLomasney and other clty bosses were
consldered by scholars and reformers to be corrupters
6f the polltlcq and people of great cities. Aftoer
1950 this assessment was modified by growing aware-

- hess of their humanitarian concerns and functional
value in organizing rapidly growing clitles. Now John
Buenker reconsiders them still further and sees them
as nctive governmental reformers as well. He uses
Maurtin Lomasney for a test casc ifi his 1971 article
in the New BEngland Quarterly.

Ward 9 in_the South End was the base of another
immigant pollticun who was a contemporary of lLomas-
ney's, umlling Jim Donovan. An inveterate opponent
of Lomasney's in city political warfare, out301ng
rather than taciturn, less a political maverick, Dono-

Cvan's external differences with Lomasney s hould\hot
obscurc the similarities of thelr rples in-aséiniiﬁg
the needs of their constituents. - A qu1te ungentimen- .
tal portrait of Donovan and of the men who voted for

- him Is given in Robert Woods' City Wilderness. Woods,
unlike many social workers, was cager to work with
poﬂ.pinidns rather than disdaining them, for the aid
of their common constituents. While deploring, in .
proper fashion, .the use of patronage, Woods was keenly
aware of its overriding utllity to the immigrants of
his district. . “

¢
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Edwid n O'Conﬁor, The Lust Hurrah. Boston, 1956.

Joseph Dineen, The Purple Shamrock. New York, 1949.

Jumes M. Curley, I'd Do It Again: A Record ol All My
Uproarious, Years. Fnglewood Cliffs, 1957.

William Shannon, The American Irish. ‘New York, 1963.

Yy James M. Curley was of the generation that follow-*
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ed lomasney's even though their carecers overlapped.
Coming at the time when the Irish had the numbers and
the skill to dominate city politics, Curley repre-
sented a majJority in the city that was part immigrant
and part middle class. In his half century of poli-
tical influence his most consistent identification
was with the immigrants of all groups, with the poor
of the inner city. A man who engendered and encour-—
uged bitter controversy in his public 1life, he acquired
the stature of a statesman in the years after World
War IT when scholars tregan to comprehend city bosses'
roles as surrogates for a civic welfare administra-
tion, and when novelist Edwin O'Connor immortalized

a character like him, who challenged pa®ve intoler-
ance with verve and slashing wit. The Last Hurrah is
Curley's apotheosis. 1In the general consensps of this
period a Curley biQﬁraphy and autobiography appeared:
The Purple Shamrock by Joseph Dineen and I'd Do It
Again by Curley himself.

The limiting aspect of immigrant politics in
Boston is stressed by William Shannon in The American
Irish. While paying full tribute to the difficulties
of the Irish role in Boston, Shannon faults Curley's
politics for dealing in "fantasy, invective and show-
manship" rather tha® in realistic challenges to estab-
lishment institutions. LT

¥y

The Last Hurrah (Bantam), by 0'Connor, and The
American Irish, by Shannon, were available in paper-
‘back at the time this pamphlet was prepared.

EliJah Adlow, On the Threshold of Justice, A Judge's
Life Story. Boston, 1973. .

Other immigrant groups were invqived in city
politics besides the Irish, but most often -they have
been cast in supporting roles. FElijah Adlow was the
son of a Jewish immigrant who lived in Roxbury, went




’ -
“to Harvard, and had a subsequent career in politics
and the law, becoming & noted Justice on the Boston
Municipal Court. His political story “in On the Thres-

hold qf Justice is as much a tribute 4o -Yankeé-Repub-
licap political power based on statewide institutions’
as it is to the.existence of strong minority group

political power. '

e
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‘¥ 1V __Responges of the City

Nathan Hyggins, Protcstants Against Poverty Boston's
Charit 1870-1900. Westport, Conn., 197h.

Arthur Mann, Yankce Reformers in an Urban Age.
Cambr idge, 1954. , .

Eleanor Woods, Robert A. Woods, Champibn of Demo-
cracy . Boston:KIQgh,//,' o

Allen Davis, Spearheads of Reform: Social Settlements
in6thL Progressive Movement 1899—191h New York,
1967

'
N

The basic assumption about immigrants was‘that
they, as other Bostonians, would have access to the
opportunities of the city, using these«opportunities
they would make their own way. Some did- not; un—
gskilled rural people caught in an imperfectiy ’ func-
tioning economy were often unable to rise-:out of
overty and dependence, and immigrants came to mean _
n<@any cases paupers. The growth of this popula-
tionNgnd of charity institutions to aid the most .
desperate of them was often Justified by citing the
needs of Massachusetts industry -

In the years following the Civil War charity,
public and private, became increasingly centralized
and efficient, and pauper immigrants. were often .re-
cipients of this charity. The spirit in which much
of it wan.glveﬁ’caused John Boyle ©'Reilly:to write
of "charity, scrimped and iced, in the name of a

/



ous statistical Christ", It also caused Nathan
ng)ns to write about Protestants against Poverty
which di)cusses the limiting assumptions of charity
" work in Bos ton, though it does not allude to its re-
ciplents.

The contihued growth of industrialism and its
‘attendant dislocations caused some native Bostonians
to seek a new society based on universalistic reforms;

" socialism whether Christian,_M&rxlgt, transcendental,
j* or comnunal, was only one of these alternatives. TIm-
migrants as workers were included in those to whom

the appeals were made. Arthur Mann has described the
“ small galaxy of reformers who offered new paths for
*social redemption to Bostonians in his Yankee Refor-

mers in an Urban Aép. Immigrants, like most Boston-

ians, relected these appeals: Boston at all_levels
;waq a very conservative city. Mann's first”two chap-

'ters contain valuable vignettes ¢f immigrant lepders
1John Boyle O'Reilly and Solomon Schindler,

A new optimiétic perspective.pf immigrants as
potential "Americans in need of assistance from native
Americans brought forth the settlement house movement
in the private sector of the city, and expanded edu-~
cational and healt!itr services from the city itself.
Rather than pinched charity or social panaceas,; imm%—
grants were offered in the 1890's8 practical assis-
tance in resocialization from middleclass Americans
who came to live among them in settlement houses.
Boston's lemding figure was Robert A, Woods who lived
at South End House from 1894 until his death thirty:
years later. His career is told by his wife in her
Robert A. Woods, Champion of Democracy; it is put in
larger perspective in Allen Davis' Spearheads of" Re-
foorm;. the settlement movement is given a less eulo~ *
gistic perspective in Sam Warner's valuable preface
to'oods' own Zone of Emergence (Section V),

i




g

Papelback editions of Mann, Yankee Reformers in
an Urban Age (University of Chicago Press) and Davis,
Spearheads of Reform (Oxford University Press) were
in print at the time of this compilation.

Barbara Solomon, Ancestors and Tmmiprants; A Changing
New England Tradltion. Cambridge, 1956. ‘
Commonwealth of Massachusetts, The Problem of Immi-

gration. Boston, 191k,

:

‘Whatever the assumptions of the city conEerning
them, immigrants continued to come to Boston in ever
greater numbers-:until by 1910 70% of the city was
composkd of first and second generation immigrants.
The présence of so large an alien population with"
thelr multiplicity of needs caused, a slowly growing
number of Bostonians to see immigration as beyond
burden or- opportunity, rather as problem, threat.

During the tensions of the pre-Civil War eta in
Boston, the Know Nothing Party had not enlisted the
social elite of the city to any great degree. By the
1890's, howevs;)/fﬁe response of the city in opposi-

tion to immigrdtion was inspired by Brahmins, intel- .
lectuals, and Brahmin intellectuals. The Immigration

Restriction League began in the 1890's representing

a coalition of the Boston social elite concerned with
preserving traditional values and an intellectual
elite espousing fashionable theories-of pecial super-
iority." - This patticularly New England kindof immi-
gration restriction agitation is described by Bar-
bara Solomon in her Ancestors and Immigrants.

This elite-intellectual, "proper Bostonian" kind
of agitation would not of itself have been able to
change the long~standing’Americgn tradition of unre-
stricted immigration had not more widely based con-
cerns also been presemt. The numbers and variety. of

N
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immigrants, coming each year in the millions, caused
them to be seen as a problem; growing industrial
unrest caused them- to pe seen as potentially radical.
Moved by this dual concern the Massachusetts Legisla-~
ture created a special commission to study the Problem
of ‘Tmmigration. Headed by Grace Abbott, noted Chicago
social worker, the Commission's report contains valu-
able information on immigrant conditions in Massachu-~
setts, and calls for state action in assisting in
that once automatic process of Americanization. .

The Department of .Immigration and Americanization
was established by the Commonwealth and is still in
existence, issuing useful \annual reports, maintaining
offiices throughout the state. With the ending of un-
restricted immigration in 192h it has carried out its
work in relative obscurity. Discussion of national
immigration policy waxed and waned unt1l in 1965 immi-
gration to the United States was allowed without ra- °
cial or national quotas, ‘to the extent of ahout
+300,000 a year. Thls has brought increasing numbers
of immigrants to Boston, but they have become hmost
visible In a new role as maemitgtrs of minority groups.

‘ Solomon's Ancestors and Immigrants (University
of Chicago Press) -was available as a paperback as of
the date of this pamphlet.

Mass. State Advisory Committee to U.S. Commission on
Civil Rights, Issues pof Concern to Puerto Ricans in
Boston and Springfietdr” Boston, 1972.

South End Project Area Committee (§§PAC), Special
Housing Committee Report. Boissn, 1975,

The civil rights movement, ordginally black-
oriented, has come to include other minorities' con-
cerns in its activities. FExpanded governmental agen-
cies, such as the Commission on Civil Rights, have




inveatigabed conditlons and initiated ‘action to aid
minorities. An éxample of.this is their Issues of
Concern to Puerto Ricans. The recency and fluid'na-
ture of the Puerto Rican migration to Boston has made
it difficult to evolve a common strategy by the var-
ious governmental agencies to assist them.

Local activities for self—hélp in immigrant
areas, once usually detached from the decision-making
of the city, have become 1ncxcasingly powerful with
the growth of the pattioipatory democracy of the
1960"s Where the city had earlier been able easily
to demolish immigrant areas (as for example in Gans'
Urban Villagers), pressures from inhabitanbs forced |
. the city and its Redevelopment Authority (BRA) to
cooperate. with residents of immigrant, low-income
and minority arcas such as the South End before making
policy declsions. The SEPAC Speclal Housing Committee
had members from the Chinese, Spanish-speaking commun-

ities on its staff as well as blacks and middle-class
*white Bostonians. .'A particular achievement detailed
~in their Report was the formation of the Emergency
.Tenants Coalition (BIC), largely Spanish-speaking, 'and
thei? aponsorship of housing ventureg. Immigrants as
minorities, as low-income people, as ethnically iden-
tified, now have links to the city ‘bureaucracy,- to
activists, and {0 the academic community which en-
large, immigrant "influence immeasurably, :

¢
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V Assimilation into Boston

In contrast to the limiting nature of the immi-
grant experlence, assimilation involves the widening
participation in the life of the city by these immi-
grants and by their descendants. This process is not
a simple, one-dimensional change that ends with the
development of uniformly similar Bostonians., 'Rather,
amoﬁg individuals and among groups, there are sub- ‘ °
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stantial differences In the rates and patterns of eco-
nomic advancement, geographic dlspersal, retention: of

ethnic-relligious identity, assumption of public roles.

Once consideted to be a simple and almost unnoticed

- conclusion to the proceus of immigration, assimilation

is now seen as a complex and visible refashioning of
both the fmmigrants ahd the established Society.'

The following works deal wttl?some oI‘ the ways
in which immigrants and Bostonians adapted to one
another; they allude to ways In which immigrants
became Americans in Boston.

Stephan Thernstrom, The Other Bostonians: Poverty
and Progress in the American-Metropolis, 1880-1970.
Cambridege, 1973.

Jobs are a basic immigrant need. Immigrants'
initial lack of marketable skills, of Knowledge of Job
markets, of linguistic ability oonsignpd them to the
most limlted, the lowest of Job opportunities. One
measure of lmmigrant assimilation would be their move-
ment, out Yf @hesc beginning occupations, Such a mea-
surement was made by Stephan Thernstrom in his Jdarge
scale statistical study of The Other Bostonians. His
sample population of 8000 Bostonians included immi-
grants and thelr children;, thus he was able to measure
occlpational mobility of immigrants vis 4 vis native
Bostdplans, intergénerational rates of mobility among
immigrants themselves, and differences in .mobility 5
among immigrant groups. Initially disadvantaged when
compared to native Bostorflans, immigrants did exper-
ience incroased mobility over time though as Thern-
Strom shows, there were slgnificant differences among
groups. .

The Other Bostonians was in print as a papérback

‘from Harvard University Press at.the time of this

@

gompilation.



“Robert'A. Woods and Albert J. Kennedy, The Zone. of
Fmergence: Observationg of lLower-Middle and Upper
Working Class Communities in Boston, 1905-19;h.
Abridged and edited with a préeface by Sam Bass War—
ner, Jr. Cambridge, 1962 ” .

Will iam Marnell, Once Upon a Store: A Blography of
the World's IFirst Supermarket . New York, 1971.

June «Jacobs, Death and Life of Great American Citles,
New York, 1961.

o

Phat hallmark of immigrant experienée, areas of
jmmigrant residence and congregation ("ghettoes")
also limited the contact of lmmigrants with the larger
Boston society. Settlement workers like.Robert Woods
were pleased when immigrants began settling in.slgni-
ficant numbers in areas such, as Charlestown, South
Boston, Dorchester, because they cod lered these to
be areas where immigrants could emerg® into a fuller
. participation in the common life of Boston. In des-—
cribing these areas of assimilation, these Zones of
Imergence, Woods and his assoclate leert Kennedy de-
Tincate with their detailed concern, everyday 1life and
its larger implications in these areas. Their reac-
tion to life in these areas was mixed: pleased with
living eonditions 8o much improved from those in the
* penter of the city, they were nonetheless dismayed at
what scemed to be the continued lack of clvic cultural
participation, any sense of group purposefdlness.

These areas with their very parochial concerns
have long been important parts of Boston and have
peen long misunderstood. This parochialism had as its
reverse warmth and a stability which offered much
to people who lived in these neighborhoods which were
only partially linked to the 1ife of the city. For
some of their inhabitants there would be mobility
into middleclass occupations.and neighborhoods; for
others there would be a sensc of camaraderie in gn
ongoing community. *William:Marnell, who 1lived im Dor-
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chedter and attended those quintessential Boston in-
stitutions, Public Latin School, Boston College, Har-

~vard.University, has written in Once Upon a Store of
this supportive way of life, as seen through his very
nostalgic eyes. He described in impressionistic fas-
hion the pleasures of the predictable patterns of
daily life which had eluded the uqually perceptive
Woods.

. - s L
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The Italian dispersion from immigrant neighbor—
hoods in the inner city to "zones of emergepce"” north
of Boston has not been traced, but within the North
End itself a delightful form of assimilation occured.
The North End changed from an isolated, immigrant

rea portrayed earlier by\sociologists into an inte-

<%ral part of ‘the city. The growing prosperity and

. alling population of the post 1950years caused the
North 4nd and its'people to approach Boston norms for,
environment and Jjobs, even as the area retained its
immigrant color and cohesion. The charm and social .
stability of ‘the area and: its peaple caused imagina-
tivé students of the modern American cities 1ike Jane
Jacdbe to cite the nelghboyhood in her Death and Life
of Great American Cities as an archetype of true ur-
banity. Bostonians have come to agree heartily with.
her Judgment . g :

¢ Paperback editions of Woods‘:and Kennedy, The
Zone- of Emergence,(M.I.T. Press), and Jacobs, Death
and Life of Great American Cities (Vintage), were
available when this pamphlet was written.

Myron Kaufmann, Remember Me to+God. Philadelphia,

C 1957, ¢

Albert I. Gordon, Jews in Suburbia. Boston, .1959.

Morris Axelrod et al, A Community Survey for Long
Range Planning: A Study of the Jewish Pqpulation of

Greater Boston. Boston, 1987

A

@




S

Asqimllation could mean immigrant abandonn t not
only of a general alien persona but also of the ethnic
and/ox religious identlitles which had originally-been
parts of thnt persona. TFor sgome immigrants the adopa
tion of a new idvntity was what they -had come to Aner-
ica torachleve, for others such a.courge reprosented
the abandonment of an ancient heritage of special ,
value.. For sonfé Boston Jéws the ‘attractiveness of the

Boston-Yankee-Harvard verajon of the American ldentity"

was very compelling. In his novel Remember Ma»bo God
Myron Kaufmann_ allows his hero to be tempted td.adopt
this caurse of assimilation. Rebuffed by native Bos-

- tonian8 and suffering a growing awareneshy of loss,

Hipha;d ‘Amsterdam is able to cg rt a tourse toward

assimilajton that does not involve abandonment of the
traditlonal faith. Although written in 1957 the noyel
takes place in the early 1940's, for it was during ‘the
two decades afteér the ending of unrestricted immigra-

tion in 1924 that much assimilation took place throughp

the gradual dlminutloh of old ethnic~1eligiouq loyal-
tl(_s(n ’ i vt

ATter 1945, however, integration ithto Boston-znd
America began to be increasing}y coupled with reasser-
tion of these older loyalties. The sqpurbanization of
theqe years, with its increasing openness, affluence,
upd mobility Ted Jewish leaders to fear a significnat
nove away from the traditionul group conscilousness.

.Albert Gordon surveyed Jewsrin suburbia, many of whom

lived in Boston's subur}®df Newton, and concluded that
they were maintaining their traditional’ identity amid
the comfort of suburban surroundings, even as they .

- were incxeasing their participation in that new soc—

iety. .
LI

-In order to continue to serve this greater Boston

Jewish community now:so dispersed’ from 1ts older city |

setting, the Associated Jewish Philanthropies commis-~

sioned Morris Axelrod to determine areas of ngw Jewish'

v : ~
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settlement together "with the social profiles of *these
Jews., This Axelrod did in his sQphisticated Commun-

ity Survey for Longrange Planning, which is very use-
-ful for locating Jewish areas of settlement and assi-

milqtion characteristics.

Edwin O'Connor, The Edg¥ of Sadness, Boston, 1961,

Edwin O'Connor viewed the children and grand-
children of immigraﬁt'lrish in Boston in the 1950's
and detected an £dge of Sa¥ffss i their lives even
as they became quite agssimilated into Boston society. +

- The older generation of the Last Hurrah had estab-

lished themselves in an i fferent or hostile soc=
iety with the utmost effort, but their descendants
had contented themselves with maintaining the ‘aom-
fortable roles their forbears had establ;shed rather
than seeking out new areas of concern in the city.
For 0'Connor absorption ‘should include more of a
social role in Boston for ths assimilated Irish,

; - VI' Societal Tensions .

All societles have tensions which relate to **‘b“,

their population,. Boston, with its strong traditions

w~and its peoples of various backgrounds, has had its

share of tensions originating in this diversity. The
integration of so many peoples into the social-eco-
nomic structure of the cit? has been an uneven, some-
times a frustrating process-even a3 it has been a
constantly ongoing one. The résentments resulting
from the. need continually to strive for place in Bos-
ton have usually gone unrecorded, being considered

. simply a facet of evéryday reality. Sometimes, how-

ever, such tensions have become sharp enough to ap-

. pear in the organized competition of politiecs or the

disorganizedAconfrontation of violence.
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George Wilson Pierson, "The_Obstinate Concept of New
England: A Study in Denudation," New England Quar-
terly, 28(March, 1955), 3-17.

lois Merk, "Boston's Historic Public School Crisis,"
New Fngland Quarterly, 31(June, 1958), 172-189.

Arnold Foster and BenJamin Epstein, Troublemakers.
New York, 1952, - o

2]

- By the twentieth century Boston's people were
over two-thirds first and sccond generation immi-
grants; political power had passed decisively to these
immigrants and, thei? ‘children. Although native ‘Bos-
tonigns continued t¢ dominate the cultural and finan-
cial institutions, their sense of displacement was
keen,"bitter, and Tong-lived; it provided the base
for some of the underlying current of old stock/new’
stock separation in the city. As late as 1955
George W. Pierson, ngted Yale historian, felt this
sense of loss of an ancestral home inm his article,
"The Obstinate Concept of New England." By this time,
however, it was becoming evident to Pierson and other
observers that Boston retained significant amounts of
Yankee heritage %nd ¥ankee'leadership.

S Rnimosities which focused on religion have long
been present in Boston. " Beginning with the nativism
of the pre-Civil War era, Protestant-Catholic ten- .
sion has waxed and waned in the city. The threat of
~Irish Catholic dominance of the. politics of the city
.in the 1880's inspired a religiously-motivated poli-
tical movement to deny Catholics puplic offfice. Led
by some British Canadians who identified with the
. native American religious traditions, this political
- animus was<effective for more than a decade. Lois
Merk describes.its inception in her "Boston's Histor- .
=ic Public School Crisis." o T
Christian-Jewish animosities have formed another
facet of religious tension in the city. The elite-




intellectual variant of anti-semitism, visible In
the years at the turn of the century, has been des-
cribed in Ancestors and Immigrants by Barbara Solo-
mon. When it has involved other immigrant groups
rather than a native elite, antiZsemitism has occur-
red in the form of street violence, often Irish led.
A virulent example, related to national and foreign
tensions, connected with the movement of Fr. Cough-
lin, occurred in the late 1930's. A lesser instance
of post-war anti-semitic street violente is detailed
by Forster and Epstein in the Troublemakers .

William F. Whyte, "Race Conflicts in the North End of
Boston," New England Quarterly, 12(December, 1939),
£23-642.

Francis Russell, "The Comlng of the Jews," Antioch
Review, 15 (March, 1955), 19-38.

Yona Ginsl (insburg, Jews in aChanging Neighborhood: The
Study of Mattapan. “New York, 1975. .

The shifting of ethnic dominance in particular
areas considered as belonging to a group has often
been a source of tension in Boston. When William F.
Whyte was living in the North End in the late' 1930's
he became aware of the violent history of Irish-Ital-
ian tensions centering for several decades on the - '
North End. Originating in the changing of popula-
tions at the turn of the century, the animosity had
continued in an increasingly stylized form decades
later. Whyte describes jhis in his article "Race
Conflicts in the North End." Only time has seemed
to mellow the feud. .

Mattapan is on the suburban fringe of the city
‘rather than_jn 'the inner core, but it too has exper-
ienced this kind of tension. Francis Russell 1lived
there in the years before 1920 when it had been a
predominantly Yankee area, and witnessed its trans-
formation: into a large Jewish'zone of emergence, In
his informal) article "TheIComing of the Jews"-he

9

_ -
~




. describes the native distaste with tie impending eth- e
nic change; their response was to mové out, en masse.

- (A related memory is his sense of cultural shock at
confronting immigrant Jews at lLatin School, desper-
ately eager to escape the limitation of the ghetto
through education... Here again he describés the na-
tive recoil.) .

This same Mattapan became the focus, a half cen-
tury later, for stil} another awkward shift of popu-
lation when the last of the old Jewish inhabiftants e
confronted blacks moving into the area from their
former inner city homes. Many of the oldet Jews in-
terviewed by Yona Ginsburg in her Jews in"a Changing
Neighborhood experienced the "distress which 18 so
common o reaction to this kind of group change.
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