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- - A teaching strategyhas beeh devised ta teach ' )

. students hov to value their own thoughts and experiences. Secondary
purposes of the strategy are to help students deal with their own
jdentities, to improve their general .language and essay writing
abilities, and to heighten their appreciation of the writing of
others. The seven steps of the teaching method are: (M begin with a
provocative discussion from-which a purpose for writing is genorated°'
(2) record the student's essay or have the student write ity (3) °
select one or two essays to edit jolntly with the student, being sure

. the studeht understands the class will be the audience: (0) prepare \\.-

comprehgnsion Yuestions on the student-written essay at literal,
interpt%%%%e, and applied levels: (5) prepare .two- or -three language
1usage ex ises to point out the weaknesses and merits of the //'“x

. student's style: (6) have the class read the essay, do the . o .
comprehension check, and discuss their answers with the L !
student/author; gnd (7) have .the class complete the language - ' ;o
“exercises. (A sample student theme and teacher-wrltten conprehension>
questions are included). (AEA)
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. of others.

"having students read essays written by'clasa peers.

' works. The essays aré edited réproduced an? accompanied by comprehenaiqn_

" questions and_languagé'improvement exerclses.
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Purposq: The primary purpose of the LSP is to teach students how to value

and piotit from their own thoughta and experiences. The pfoceéa aiso_helpa _
' ' - [ ]

atudeQ$9 to get a firmer grip on their unique identities, to improve their general

1anguage and writing abilities, and to heighten thefr appraciatioﬁ of tha writing
' q .

v

: Basic idea: The basic teaching strategy, or paradigm, is built around

These are treated as imgortant

. .

, ) ",-

One of the very sgycial benefits in this technique eeems}t9 come from thq
-9 .

c)xa/a
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student 8 realization that his work can take on a more durable quality
1 yd

o
o
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typical theme which even the teacher may not get -to read. This }u/p/gtrong source

of mdtivation to think and 1anghagé effgctively;. ) Y
. yd
StaE- The LS& should begin with a provactive disguésion from which a \
T e
3
(writing) is genarated/(see. Héhristic Statemants

purpose for expressing

e
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and MOtivating Reading) ' e
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Step 2: Depending»on the level of sophistication of the students, the

teacher either records éhe oral. story (discourse) of the student, or

4

the student writes it himself as a conventional essay.

The teacher seleqts one or two essays to be editqd jointly with

Step 3:

o the student"béipg sure the . student understands that the next step will
- ’ e
. involve hajipg4the class read his work. '
-* \)
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Step 4' The teacher, with the poaﬂible help of the’ student, prepa& _/)
comprehension questione on the mntcrjal at a 1ttern1 interpxativn, and
- applied Nevel. A full treatment of the narrative: : v y((
AR

.l'

-\ » Step 5:  The teagher, more than 11kely without the author 8 input, preparas
two oxr three exercises to 1mprove expressiép and 1anguagn. These dhould .
be designed to poin;—pp Both.the wenrknesses and.merits of the autho;}él

- style. Three basic types of Language Exercies can be constpucted;é;aily:
a) word/phrasé/punctuation improvement; b) improving sentence qt;uétures
and/or mood; c) reéwriting smali sections; or re-structuring plot and

sequence. .

. . . . ] /
Step 6: The class reads the essay and does the comprehension check. Answers
. \ l_.' . . ' ' - . 1
are discussed. The author is present during the discussion, but should '

a $ : -
maintain a low pruofile to permit uninhibjted interaction among class

%

- . ‘members. .

Sﬁeg 7: Based on the qpmmon'frame of reference provided. by the comprehension

check, the class turns to the language Exerclses. The author may -

. n. . ) ..
participate more opénly in discussing the language exercises.

! . ) . :
Comnents: In our experience, student-authors have tended to bé very objective

- : ] . . ' . .
during discussions, critiquing (their work, often joining in the criticism in a self-
F .
correctin% way. Discussions have tended to be very adult generally light and

sharply analytical In all a good Experience with Langudging Activity.

¥ .
[ . ’ . -

- Example/Sample ' .
. J2
The theme shown below was doné with an inner city adult in a high scticol

equivalency course. ‘It was s:lmulated by a’ discussion about dreams and their

interpretation. The 1nstruc!or worked individually with this student, yriting his
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gtory for him aa‘ﬁe told 1it. The other &imbera of the‘g{asa nttempécd tq'writa
, < )
their own stories at their desks. - Jf oL
. ’ The instructor and.student edited the thema p&ﬁethér until it w;s to the
student's, 1iking. ' . . o ; o N - B _ -%'
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I Dreamed,I Was CGreen
t . )
Author: Frank Cody, Aga 31
Kansas City, Missouri

’

I.fell nsleep-last night on the couch “in front of my T V. I
3 . )

was watching an old movie)called\the "Boy with the Green Hair."

\

My body ached from another'lbng day. My stomach was now workdng
. X :

on the.coxnbeef and cabbage, Dynamite! ' The combination made me dream

A strange dream, .X dreamed that I+woke up Qnd had‘turned'graen. God,

! b .. Sl )

it was so reﬁl! At first I thought 1t was the light. Then~I thbught

\

someone was ﬁlaxing a practical jokelon me.' But none of these thinga o

made sense. -The kids were fast asle%p and my wife had not yet come
home from her part-time job. She is a ticket éirl at the Waldo'.
) ‘ . |

~ I called the doctox. The answerihg barv}ce'wdhted to know what

.

was wrong. I told them. He never called back. I went next door to

my neighbor, Bud. He was shocked. He brought me to the hespital.
) ..

His wife watched qur kids. = .

The doctors said there is nothing wrong with you that we can tqll,
. - kY L f
expept that you are defiritely green' - ' ‘o -, : !

-

Now the dream gete all crazy All I know is that I find myself
planted in the backyard and beginning to 1ook more and moxe, 1ike 4 tree.
Then a lot of time passes. And the house is old and nmy wife and kids

[N

are gone, but I'm still in the backyard. ' No one seems,to.notice,me;

1'm not vnhappy. I'm not happy. X'm nothing. TI'm just there.
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~ -of myself and turn beautifﬁl green.

Weli, that'g not really trué, éboqc me just‘being there, 1 mean.

There are moments whan I'm very happy, like when aquirrelo and birds

* are playing on my branches. And I really feel good when I turd .

beautiful colors in the fall. Amd even though I don't like'thc_Vintof!'

+

it's kind of nice to be covered with -blue-white snow. February 1s wofst,

Dark and sad. But then in March I begin to;swell bn the inside., I

feel life stirring fhside me, like a woman does long before anyoné even

knows she is pregnant. - Then April shoé&%s and then in May X buet-out

I_woke up at about: that tiﬁe. This may sound crazy, but I was a

1ftt1e disgppointéd that I was not green.

W




Comprehension Check vel I)'._ s,
>
}

Direcpioggz\ Decide whether the following gﬁathénts are consistent with(thoﬁc'
, : ’

-

made in the story. Circle tﬁe_I'for True or the F for False. You may not

look back to the story tevanswver these questions. Write the numbér of the

. line(s) which helpgd you answer each question.

N\ -

(Translation)

(Conjécture)

(Evaluation
and

Explanation).

3
» .

{tvvaluation
and
Explanation)

(Evaluation)

-

o

. : A _' t
,TF 1.” The kids woke me from my dream by the rackax that they were makiug.
' (1Line ) -
. . L _...#* . ’ ) \
TF 2. Thank goodness for the help of my meighbor, Fran. ! (1ine D,
I'F 3. My neighbor was shocked to see that I was green. (line _ )
TY 4. February is best. I love.the blue-whiteé sn0w. (1ine ) .
, .
’ Comprehension Check (Level IIX)
.o N
(R%Fall) 1. What was ‘the man who wrote this article doing when he febl asleep?
(Recalld 2. What is the first thing this man did when he realized that he had
' turned green? N , i
(Recognition 3. Fin the line in the story.which tells the kind of work the “green
and man's wife does? What 18 the name of the place she worked at?
Conjecture), What kind of place do you think it 1is?

4. What 1s another word for "working" in the sentente below?

"My stomach was now working on the cornbeef and cabbage."

5. ﬁﬁ; do you suppose the wyiter of this story dreamed that he was green?

] ”

6. Do you think that you would like to RPVe the mah'who dreamed he wasg
green as a friend? Why? : ’

o

/

7. Dih you like this man's story? What paré did you like best or least?

. N
8. Does dreaming, in you? opinion, serve any useful purpose? Can it be
bad fow you? .

\

NS



The questions above are arranged in order of incxeasing difficulty of

. R 3 N 2 - .
b Guestion type. The higher order questions require deeper .thinking and more

-sophisticated language. This does not mean that a specific question of a recall
- - , .

type, for examﬂﬂk, could not be "harder" to anawer correctly than a "higher"

ordex questibn., It simply dis not as demanding in-terms of integrative thinking

4 and language requirement. '
- : . @
H
Comprehension Check (Level III)
Consider carefylly the statements below. In column é_hnswer'xes i1f you think
| the writer of the story might believe -the statement or no if you think he
" would not. .In column B indicate qhich line or lines from the story helped you
. - ' ‘
to decide on your answer.
i | . L
N co N e .t
Statements ' ’
- Ye
A B
yes/no | Line(s)
1. I hate boiled food. ' }
2. A man needs friends.
‘ 3. Doctqfs aren't really much good. ,
4. I am nothing but a vegetable. I'm just there.
r | " 5..1 really don's like kids much.
6. Nature is refreshing. L
A | ‘ 7. Only jerks go out of their way to look different.
\ ' ' ' 8. Life has its ups and'doﬁns.
9. Dreaming isn't good for you.
. ) :\ ‘ . -
10. I sure wish things wouldn't change as much as they do.
v i N

o . : 8 . - .
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Language Imprxovement Exercises .

)

. S
4 . - I3

Choosing More Appropriate Words (Level 1)

Sometimes replacing (or modifying) a few words in a ﬁaragnaph can greatly .

" L 9 - ‘ . .
£ improve the clarity of expression. Carefully.study the paragraph below.

-

Decide which of the underlined words you would replace from the-1list of '

words provided in the left-column.

1 h .2 : »

I called the doctor. The ansyer service wanted to know
3 e
. what was wrong. I told them. He never called back. IX-went '
S | . o - '4 5 ) t
- next dodr to my neighbor, Bud. He was éhocked, Bg_broﬁggt ;
. V- 6 _ '._ . _
me to the hospital. His wife wdtched our kids. . - -
Jholacewent Words , - o . _ | g _ ' [
. spoke to 1) - - the doctor. The answering service -
. _ TN S :
phoned '2) what was wropg. T told them. 3) never s
. ’ . 4 - . ‘
asked called back. I went next door to my neighbor; Bud. He was
‘ B - N . . ..
the docter shocked. 4) 5) . ' me to the hospitak. His wife
“ ///~ )
Bud . 6) | ' our kids. : : .
.1.\3‘ A ! ) b \ . .\ . ) L
drove : | . : N __— !
looked after - I | /<
. ; i ) . . Y .
told ' : ) ;' : - ,
| . . N
‘ ™ <
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Improving/Style/Mooﬁ.(Level 1)

. : ' } Lo
"I Dreamed I Was Green” is written in a half-humoxist, half-serious -

!

way. That is to say, the language #9 q\}te}casual.

-

_ { o _
Decide which of the sentences below)Gest matches the mo&ﬂ of "I

Dreamed I Was Green." Underline the words,uphrases and/or punctuations

4 - \ .
which seem to contribute or take away from that mood. ¥Writa "I" for

. improved, "N" for not. (Number one is done as an example).

1. I called the §oct6r's answering service to see if I could get
his opinion on why I might be green. oo

2. X called the doctor. Naturally, I got some cérny answering service.

3. X went next door to ﬁy neighbor, Bud. He was shocked.

4. Bud's wife, Martha, volunteered to ldok‘after the children-ﬁhile

I was at the hospital. S .
’ 4 . \

5. You guessed it, the doctor never called back. ‘ . .
) ) \/\ N . A\
S~ -

It s a good idea to work through an example or two of fhis type of
exercise before assigning it for the first time. ,In the case of thae

example above, 1t could be pointed out that the two phygses underlined are

-

_too farmal and deﬁéphed for this plece; and therefore, while more "correct,".

" are not hetter in the sense of 1mprbving the mood or impact in this iitérary

case.

-

>
+ -

Rewriting or Reorganizing (Level III) ~

DO A Or B. . '— : > —

A. Pretend that you are th%/kuthor of ‘this article and rewrite the

-~

paragraph between lines 16 and 20 in a way that you bélieve would

~ improve 1it. l _ ) ' "

1
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B. Reorganizing. Can you see any means by which this piéée can be re-

&

ordered so that the baslc story remains the same, but® the effect is

T - s . : ' .
wore imaginative or stylish. (You may rewrite small 8ac;t?ns to
accomplish this.) ‘- .
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