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PASSAGE INTEGRITY AND TYPE Or INSTRUCTION IN
PROSE LEARNING Order No. 7917936

BRETZING, Burke Harper, P11.1), Arizona State University,-
1980.* I43pp. ..

Several factors may influence what a personLcomprehends
and recalls from written prose. Variables include.prior knowl-
edge of thirreader, the style in which text is composed, and ad-
ditional activities a learner employs beyond reading alone. this
study examined specific variations of these conditions to deter-
mine effects on prose learning.

Two versions of a prose passage evolved from a norming
study. The first was rated as informal, interesting, and appro-
priate tor presentation to a student audience, while the second
passage style was scored as forroal, less interesting, and more

suited for a lecture to professionals. The two yersions were
equivalent in numbqx of words, readability, and fact base.

In the main experiment, undergraduate education majors
read one passage version and either took note:Jour a presenta-
tion to students, prepared a lecture for professionals, or just
read. It was hypothesized that notetakers would recali more.
idea units from pasSanes than non-notetakerk those reading
the informal version would remember more, and that people
taking notes tor a purpose inappropriate to their passage style
would peraphrase Idea units al notes and recall significantly
more often than those processing material in a fashion appro-
priate to ttie way their passage was written. Prior knowledge
of which styles were...appropriate for which tasks would dictate
necessary alterations..

Analyses of variance on total recall and ratings anotes and
recall on a verbatim-paraphrase scale found the following ef-
fects. NOtetakers recalled significantly mine idea units than

,

non-notetakers, irrespective of purpose for notetdring. Reader.'. of informal material remembered significantly more than those
reading formal text. Despite passage style and type of instruc-
tion, individuals tobk essentially _verbatim notes, but in recall,
informal paterial wasparaphrased significantly more than for-
mal prose. When subjects did follow directions in notetakft,
those in the professional notes group wrote verbatim idea units
in notes and recall more with formal text,but transferred para-
phrase notes to recall mostly with informal prose. Passage \'
style did not influence thdse taking notes for students. A con-
ditional probahilities analysis showed that an idea unit was
more likely to b rcalled if it had been writthn in notes than ife
It had only bec,n read.

These- resiilts suggest that if notes are taken for a meaning-
fuPpurpose, people will remember more than if material is just
read, and notes He rve an encoding fOnetion, determining what
material will be remembered. Reading informal, more mean-
ingftil prose facilitates recall and results in more reconstruc-
tion in recall,

DIFFERENTIAL EFFECT OF THE COLI.EGE STUDENT'S
SELF CONCEPT LEVEL ON READING GAINS IN TWO
METHODS OF READING INSTRUCTION Order No. 7920031

DAMSON, Jane Louise Miller, Ph.D. University of South
Carolina, 1979. 87pp. Cliairmanc Professor Paul C. Berg

Post secondary institutions aro faced with a growing pOpu-
lation of students who are unable to read at a competency level-
suffjcient to handle college reading demands; therefore, col-

- leges are being forced to address the reading needs of these
students through reading programs,for eneering freshmen-.

The purpose of the study was to investigats,the most effee-
tive moans of improving reading deficisnclos a-entering fresh-
men students and tO determine if the student's self concept dif-
ferentially affects the reading gains in different methods of
reading instruction.

The two methods of reading instruction consisted of content
method teaching and artificial InthcIod teac ling. The content
tes____111g method was discerned as reading lstruction through
a behavioral and social science teXtbook (p..ychology, sociology,
history and government) or science textboo (biology) used by
the reading student in another course taken the same semester
as the student tovik the read(ng improvement course. Instrhc-
Bon included vocabulary development, comprehension skills,'
and studi-reading techniques throughltroup and individual in-
struction. The arVcial teaching method was recognized as
reading instruction through the media and structure of purchased
reading/study skill books designed to teach vocabulary devel-
opment, comprehension p and study skill techniques to
college students. The real/Pity range of the material was
from the sev'enth to the -sixteenth grade level and students
worked in their appropriate level according to the test results '

from the Nelson-Denny Reading Test, fOrm A, and daily in-
structor evaluation.

Reading deficient college freshmen, defined as reading at
or below the 35 percentile on the !Nielson-Denny Reading Test,
form A, were voluntarily enrolled in three different reading
classes at a southeastern, four year, commuter, College. Thq
89 enrolled students were also enrolled in one other behavioral
and social science course or science course during the same
semester. Students were administered the 'personal self' sub-
scale of the Tennessee Self Concept Scale the first classperiod
in the semester. The scale scores were ranked from high to
low in each of the three class sections and the students were
then randomly assigned to ono method of ingtruction starting
with the two higheseself-concept scale scores in each clas .
Six Master reading instructors Were assigned to the three
classes and each of the twolinstru9tors in each class dre
straws for the rneth'od of initruction to be used. Classes w re
held in different rooms after the initial placement.

Study results Indicate that the student's self conchtpt did notsince text is likely to interact with prior knowl- differengally affect the readin% gains in two methods of instruc-
edge. Since subjects were undergraduates in a ttacher training Vition $bAdents in the content method of instruction made gainsprogram, it was hypothesized that preparing' student prosenta- equal to,the students in the artifieial method of instruction when
tions may have been a more meaningful task than taking notes controlled for pre Nelson Denny Test score.- Students in the
for lectures to professionals. Schema theory was used to ex-
plain how this more familiar notetaking schemli created less
stability in transfer from notes to recall, -on the occasions
where subjects followed instructions, When a less developed
professional notes schema was employed, fewer interattions
with priOr kbowledge must have occurred, resulting in more
direct transfer from notes to recall,

*Work cOmpleted in 1979, but degree will be granfed in 1980,

/
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content method of instruction revealed significantly greater
course satisfaction as evaluated through the Semantic Differ-
ential technique.

Implications of the research are discussed in relationship
to the cost of the two methodS of reading instruction, the effect
of reading instruction on other adademic courses and proposals
for further research.



1bNG-TERM CONSEQUENCFN OF CIIIVD11001)
UNDEPACIIIEVFMENT IF 111:A1ING Orricr No 7925233

HAINES, Diao Eli/Thth, d I) 'Onkel sity Penn.:ylvanit,
1979 269pp Sope, %Aso, J. Wts ley Schneyer

14:very year many children are seen in clinic's and schools
and Identified as mete vachlevet's In reading, but we kpow very
little about the ultimate ()tricolor, of their educatIontil, voca-
tional, economic, Mid p-et sorra! lives or about the residualseof
filet r pi lot teat lane di( ftt'(ilttt' In cu der to collect cyldenee
in these areas Nenty-four Individuals wle, were orlginally.
referred to the Reading Clinic of the University of Pennsl-
vania between 1951 and 1961 welt, Intel vie%y ed by the present
investigator between March 1, 1976 and August 1, 197/1. All
those interviewed were partiCipants lit a contihuing study In
the Heading Clinic of individuals with.seveill reading difficulty
who Were seen as children by an Intet disciplinary team oi
SpeCtalkts (loin the fields Of l'(11.1e.lthAl, medicine, and psy-
chology Fro the present study, information was gathered
front a variety of sources including original applications and
interyleA s, interdisciplina, y reports, clinical teaching and
testing results, follov.-up records, and extensive personal in-
terylown by the present inn estigator

Within the scope of this study ,inswet s wet.e sought to the
followiag questions:

I. What are the edocational characteristics of adults who
were unde rachieve rt, ros,diiii; as chifl, en?

2. What are the vocaMional characteristics of adults who
were undel achievers in reading as childrenIZ

3. To what extent are adults who wet e under achieve, s in
reading as children economically independc,nr?

4. To what extent ate adults who were underachievers in
readiqg as ehildren satisfied with their prestInt circum-
staneet4?

,

5. Which, if any, residuals of their prior learning dint-
cultie,q4Are mesont In adults who.were underachievers In read-
ing as children?

It was foond that, a adults, the majority of the participants
had high school diplomas. were employed in occupations rc-
qtriring minimal training and abilities, and considered tkem-
selyes to be economically independent and personally satisfied
with' their live's. The hl.ljOUlt.y of-the Valltripatits have ade-
quate reading abilities which enable them to funi.tion in every-
day reading situations as adults, have adequate oral expres-
sion, and retain vivid memories and feelings of their academic
difficulties

It was found that, as adultki, the in'a.jority of the participants
did not consider readlaig to be an enjoyable event in their lives
'and did not have adequate written expression and spelling skills
which enable them to function satisfactorily In those areas.

Examination of.detailed ease histories of ten of the par-
ticipants show the all peuvasive ldfluence of reading under-
aehlevement In the lives of the individuals. The case histories
demonstrate with striking reality the uniqueness of each indi-
vidual and the continued reeollection decades later.of what It
was like to be a child with severe learning difficulties

THE, DEVELOPMENT OF AN INSTRUMENT R" THE
EVALUATION OF PUBLISHED MATERIALS IN ADULT
BASIC READING INSTRUCTION Order No. 7918871

HARRISON, Davbt, Ph.D. The University of Arizona, 1979.
134pp. Director: Raymond E. Schultz

A critical shortage of published inetructional miterial has
been identified in adult basic llteracy programs. Taxtbooks
in this field have generally been found lacking in either (a) ag-
plication of principles of adult learning, or (b) an integrated
approach to basic reading instruction. An underlying cause of
this problem may be the lack of any clear set of criteria by
which to evaluate materials. -

The purpose of this study was to develop and validate an in-
strunient for t evaluation of published materialsior adult
basic reading tion. A Materials Evaluation Guide was
designed for ue adult basic education practitioners in the

screening of basic reading textbooks prior to adoption for
classroom use. The Guide was constructed after a review of
relevant literature onprin learning, and on the theory and
practice of basic reading instruction. Specific evaluation cri-
teria were derived from the literature.

The Guide took the form of a written questionnaire. It con-sisted el dichotomous-choice questions relating to the product
design, adult learning, and reading instructioil aspects of a text
under reView. The items were grouped into ten elements:
format and content, instrucitional resources; motivation, in-
dividual differences, principles of instruction, releVance; word
recognitioe, word analisis, comprehension and assessment.
A six-point Likert scale was provided for a summary rating of
each element, and for an overall rating of \the text. To estab-
lish thd content validity of the Guide, an initial form of the in-
strument was submitted to ten university professors, five from
the field of adult learning, and five from reading education. 'All
had experience with adult literacy programs. These judges
independently rated each item for relevance, and a content
validity index was subsequently estimated for the instrument.

.Items with low content validity were revised or replaced. The
revised form of the Guide had an estimated content validity
Index of 0.82, which was accepted as satisfactory.

lnstrumpnt reliability was investigated in a pilot study,
using a small sample of adult basic education instructors from
selected coinmunity colleges in British Columbia. Five in-
structors each independently rated the same two recently pub-
lished textbooks, using the Revised Form of the Materials
Evaluation Guide. lnter-l-ater agreement was estimated at
0.67 and 0.71 (kappa N. 0.95 and 0.34). Alpha coefficienti of In-
ternal consistency for the instrument were estimated at 0.88.
and 0.95. Instrument usability was studied through intervIewi
with the five instructors, and found satisfactory. The average
time taken to evaluatexa textbook was 1 hour, 40 minutes.

In summary, the findings of the study were; (I) a set of
'evaluation criteria for adult basic reading materials could be
derived from the literature-of aduttIearning; (2) an additional
et of criteria could be derived from the theory and practice
of basic reading instruction; (3)-these criteria could be articu-
lated In an evaluation instrument which demonstrated satis-
factory validity and reliability; and (4) the instrument was
considered by a sample of practitioners to be a useful aid to
critical judgement and decision-making In the evaluation of
textbooks. A limitation of the fIndi s was that this piltat reli-
ability study involved only a small ample of evaluators.

Further validation of tile Mate leis Evaluation G ide is re-
quired. Reliability needs to be yes gate more ex enMvsly,
usink a larger number cif evalua ors and various text materials.
Additionally, students should be involvedin judging the content
validity of the GuideX

The findingiTiliiis study indicate that, after further refine-
ment, the Mkterials Evaluation Guide could be of Value to in-
structors, teacher trainers, textbook autfiors, reviewers and
publishers, as an aid in the selection of materials for adult
basic reading Instruction. a '



ADULT READING BEHAVIOR AND EGO-STAGE DEVEL-
OPMENT: AN INQUIRY INTO READING MOTIVATION

Order No. 7922817

LEVENSON, Emil Morton, Ph.D. The,University of Wiscon-.
sin-Madieon, 1979. 291pp. Supervisor: Professor Mar-,
garet E. Monroe

APurpose

The purpose of this study was to examine the relationshii)
bet-it/E'en an individual's rgading behavior all the basic motiva-
tion occasioned by. the person's attempts to resolve tensions' ,

associated with hls dealing with ego-stage deirelopmental
crises as theorized by 'Erik H. Erikson. This relationship
was stated in the following conjecture:

AN INDIVIOUAL'S READING BEHAVIOR IS MOTIVATED
BY HIS EGO'S ATTEMPTS '1'0 HANDLE EGO-STAGE
CRISES, AND WILL BE IN ACCORD WITH THE DE-
atEE OE SALIENCY OF 111S EGO-STAGE CRISES.

The conjectUre was tested by two singular propositions, formd-
lated as hypotheses:

I. Mi INI)IVIDIJA L'S SELF-RE PORTED READING
BEHAVIOR, WHEN CODED ACCORDING TO EGO-
STAGE CATEGORIES, WILL BE ASSOCIATED WITH
HIS SELF-REPORTED EGO-STAGE CONCERNS IN
A POSITIVE LINEAR tt ELA ONSHIP.

11/. PSYCHOLOGICALLY MATURE INDIVIDUATES WILL
SHOW HIGH LEVEL OF CONCERN WITH SELF-
REPORTED READING BEHAVIOR CODED BY EGO-
STAGE CATEGORIES WHEN THAT READING BE-
HAVIOR IS AT THE SAME STAGE AS THEIR PHASE
SRWFIC EGO DEVVLOPMENT CONCERNS.

Method

There were 45 male and female partickpants la the study,
, who ranged in age from the twenties to the mid-SeventieS.
Most partiCipants werq well educate,d and belonged to the '
middle-class. All were readers. Self-report data on ego-
stage concerns were collected by the Self-Description Ques-
tionnaire, developed by H. D. Boyd. Self-report data on read-
ing behavior as coded according to ego-stage categories were
coliectea by the Reading Behavior Inventory, developed by the
investigator.

-The test of the first hypothesis WAS accomplished by es-
tablishing the Pearson product-mOment correlation coefficient
for each participant on the titko measures. The frequenc'y of
the significant (at or beyond the :05 level) ancrthe non-signifi-
cant correlations was then,examined by tneans of the Binomial
Test. .

The second hypothesis was tested by means of the Bi-
nomial Test/shich examined the frequency Of Ijigh and Low
coniern scores for the 32 participants who were found to be
psyshologically.mature. Psychological maturity was defined

4.1\- 0 congruence of the participant's chronological age and his
In afor ego-stage concern, as predicted by Erikson's theory.

Conclusions

The findings of both hypotheses were significant beyond
the .001 level. This indicated support of the hypotheses and
corroboration,of the conjecture. On the basis of theselind-
ings, the follaving copclusions may be drawn:

1. Corroboration of the conjecture lends support to prel
elms examinations of adult reading motivation and adult read-
ing behavior that predicated a relationship between person-
ality and reading behavior, with this conjecture group beyond
the previous studies by provicilng.a cogent theoretical founda-
tion for the relationship.

4.
2: A significant relationship was found to exist betifeen

self-reported ego-stage concerns and an individual's self-
reported reading behavior as coded according to ego-stage
categories, both on a global level, and for the individual's
phase,apecific concerns, as predicted by the hypotheset_

3. Corroboration of the conjecture provides for furthir'
examination of Erikson's theory of egodevelopm.ent for addi-
tional insights into the nature and dynamics of the influence
of ego development on reading, and,the concurrent influences
of reading on the resolution of ego-stage crisee.

4. The relationship was found to-exist most strongly for
psychologically mature individuals, whereas psychologically
1Mmature individuals, foe reasons unknown at this Hine, do
not demonstrate the relationship as stated in Hypothesis I at
Significant levels.

VARIABLES AFFECTIM THE READING PREFERENCES OF
1NSTITUTIONA1IZED VERSUS NONINSTITUTIONAIAZED
RURAL OLDER ADULTS Order No, 7923080

MURRAY, Martha Sadowski, Ed.D. NorthCarolina State Uni-
versity at Raleigh, 1979. 150pp. Supervisor: Malcolm 9. .
Knowles

The purposeof thiKdescriptive study was to obtain, analyze,
and compare data regarding the reading preferences of institu-
tionalized versus noninstitutionalized rural older adblts. The
persons studied were sixty-five years old or older, and were
living in two separate and distinct residential.life-styles, as
exhibited by their place of residence at, the time of the study.

The first group of 16 was a random sampleoelecied from
the total population of 81 in the Medical Park Nursing Center
in Mount Olive, Wayne County, North Carolina. The second
group was a random sanlpie of 13 selected from the total popu-
lation of 63 in Out Waynesborough House, an apartment building
for the elderly: in Goldsboro, Wayne County, North Carolina.

The study was focused on two major problems:
1. The identification of the reading needs and interests of

the rural elderly, and

2. A deteroination as to the relatiOOship.between the Idea-
tlfied reading preferences and the.reAidential life-style
of the respondents as either institutionalized or nonin- '
stitutionalized rural older adults.

The data were collected by means of a structured ioterview
schedule adapted from Dr. Allen Tough's Interview Schedule
for a Study of Some Basic Characteristics of Learning Prot-
ects in Several Populations ("The 1970 Survey*), which was
revised by Dr. Tough in October, 1975.

Data were obtained concerning the respondents' age, educa-
tional attainment, anclT reading preferences. The respondents'
preferences in reading wore analyzed on the basis of the inde-
pendent variables of residential life-style, age and education.
Each of these independent variables was analyzed with respect
to the dependent variables of Variety in Reading, TimnSpent
Reading, Purposes for Reading, Use of ,Library Service, and
Restricted Reading.

aT. reading needs of institutionalized rural older adults
, were' found to be somewhat different from the noninstitutignal-
ized respondents: Reading to learn is found in the reading pur-
poses of noninstitutionalized rural older adults, but those Who
are institutionalized read mainly to pass the time.

Both groups most often re restricted in reading because
of vision problems, the unavailability bf large print reading
mate-Fiala, or the preference for other activities'. It is the in-
stitutionalized rural older achgts whp are severelyresericted
because of lack of accesS to reading materials of their ohoion.

An apparent"assoined passivity" of the reNdents of the
nursing Center seemed to be the reason for the center not hav-
ing more reading mikterials available tor these rdsidents. This
passivity seemed to be a learned behavior som,ething that
I. *caught" tn the home and passed.on to each_entering Lesident.



0 f"
From these intervie-ws, it would seelll that the residential

life-sty of rural older adults does affect reading preferences,
ICmost d astically In theestree oflaining access to reading ma-

bill-isle f their choice. The active, noniost itution44izod rural
elder adults could satisfy their reading needs in proactive
manner, while the often hod-ridden residents of the nursing
center could only voice their needs and interests,

Recommendations as to how the reading needs of these rural
older adults could be met included the use of a bookmobile to
visit the nursing center; a book cart tu visit rbom-to-room for
the reeidents confined to bed; the evailability of large print .
.books, mainly light spiritual reading% and a newsletter or neWfi-
.paper of interest to rural older adults. 1-

)

A DkSCRIP.TIVE STUDY OF iUTOR TRAINING PRACTICES,
PROC7E1M1RES, AND MATERIMS IN AN AINILT LITERACY
PROGRAM UTILEZING VOLUNTEER TUTORS

Order No. 7923139

VuLLING. Jane Higdon, Ed.!). University of Georgia, 1979.
290pp. Superyisor. James A. Dinnan

The purpose of this study was to ascertain descriptive in-.

formation concerning current training and supervisory prac-
tiees in an adult literacV program which usrd the services of
volunteer, non-professumal tutors. Information was collected
from Right to Read.Acadeinies which operate under the direc-
tion of the Right to Read Officeof the United States Office of
Education. The following information was sought from tutors,
supervisorsind dieectors in.these programs:

I Descriptive data on students, volunteer tutors, super-
visors, and pr'ogram directors of Reading Academies.

2: Information aboet organizItional/managerial patterns
of programs which was pirrtinent to training and super-
vision of tutors.

3. Information concerning the format of tutoting sessions.

4: Information about the structure of pre-service and hi--
service training sessions for tutors.

5. The frequency .of use aifti attitude toward methods esed
in tutor training sessions.

6. Emphasis placed on specific content areas during pre-
service tutor training and attitudes toward those content
areas.

dt.
7. Materials used for,training tutors.

ConAof in-lervice training and attitude toward in-
service tutors.

9. Strategies employed in supervinion of in-service tutors.

Instruments delgned by the investigator were used to 61-
lect this information. These consisted of three questionnaires
and twoonterview schedules. All instruments were reviewed
by the dbctoral seminar in Reading Education, the researcher's
docteral.a6isory committee, and a panel of expertain adult
literacy education, Questionnaires were sent by mail to all
directors art(' a sample of supervisors and tutors. Follow-up
interviews were scheduled with a sample which included both sit
respondents and non-respondints to the questionnaires from
these three groups. Responses from questionnaires Were ana-
lyzed using analysis of variance and chi-square. Some ques-
tionnaire items aria all responses to interviews were coded
and reported in,modes, percentages, and other simple, descrip-
tive. statistics.

A comparison of the results obtained fronfthis investigat-
tion with the findings of previbusr research lead the investi-
gator to the following conclusions:

1. Tutor's age, race, sex, socioeconomic status, educe-
4ional background, and length of program participation,
lire characteristics uniqite to this respondent group and
differing greatly from students.

2. Directors differvi from Supervisors and tutors in age,
academic preparation, and years of experience. three
tors and supervieors were alfke in their lack ot formal

'academic preparation in adminlsOition/simerviston.

3. The modal responses to questimmalre items indicated
the following format was used for -tutoring sessions.
Tutors met with students fpr one hour, twice a week.
Mote tutors worked with one student and most tutoring
sessiolis were heid at the Readifig Acaamy. r

4. Tutur training most frequently took the form of 'mini-
workshops" from three to five hours in length. Ses-
sions were held at the Reading Academy and total train-
ing time was 11 hours or longer.

43. There were significant differences between tutors and \
supervisors in their perception of pre-service training
methods. However,,the following training saethods were
rated highly by respondents: grouf, discussion, use of
a tutor handbook, orient: ion to student matc.rials, hand-
outs, demonstratioh tea _hing, and role-playing.

6. The following content a eas were rated highly by respon-
dents: preparation of lesson plans, record keeping,
teachIng phonics, teaching comprehension skills, teach-
ing functional literae9 skills, psychology of the adult
illiterate, diagmisis, and correction.

7. Most Academies reported using self-developed materi-
als both to train tutors and to teach students.

8. Significant differences were found between tutors and
supervisors and tutors and directors in their percep-
tion of and attitude toward in-service training for tutors
Overall, however, the following arsas of in-service
training were considered very helpful to tutors by re-
spondents:. group sharing of effective techniques or
materials, introduction of new materials, review of spe-
cific reading skills, evaluation of student progress, and
evaluation of tutor progress.'

.s9. Each respondent group rated 'supervisory services, as
good, howevCr tutors differed significantly from super-
visors and directors in their perception of areas in
which they needed assistance,

General and specific recommendations were made for the
improvement of practices of training and supervision of volun-
teer tursmi Reading Academy programs, bas'ed on the find-
ings of this study.
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THE VALIDITY 'OF FOUR NONTRADITIONAL MEASURES
OF 'READING COMPREHENSION WITH COMMUNITY
COLLEGE STUDENTS Order No.- 7918830

ROCCHIO, Daniel James, Ed.D. University of Missouri Saint
Louis, 1979. 228pp.

The major purpose of,this investigation was to compare the
difficulty, validity, ancl reliability of four non-traditional read-
ing comprehension measures, a traditional multiple-cholce
literal reading comprehension measure, and a standardized
general reading achievement test. For this itudy, validity was
determined by (a) a test's sensitivity to a gain in informaiion
frNmn pre-test to post-test as a result of reading a programmed
selection and (b) correlating non-traditional measures and tra-
ditional measures.

,



In order to carry out this investigation, two samples were
selected froth freshmen and sophomore students at Florissant
Valley Community College. One sample waS Composed of 52
stUdents enrolled in four reading improvement classes during
the fall of liiiii. A second sample was composed of 55 students
enrolled In thwame reading Improvement classes during the
spring of 1979F - . .

ring the initial test session, each sample was first giNri,n
a mu tiple -choice test of prior knowledge over the content of
a programmed reading selection. The examiner then distrib-

' uted alternate forms of.tiie four noh-traditional tests so that
students were assigned randomly, throughout each intact class,
to take one of tfte four lion-tradition:1i measures.

Seven days later, the studepts completed the ivrogyammed
reading selection related to the content of each non-tr.aditional
test. ,Students then rated their Individual reading ctoitpre'-
hension of the programmed reading., took the same knowledge
test administered in the first session and finally took the al -
ternee form of the non-traditional test administered previously.

The results Indicated that (a) the twO multiple-choice lexical
doz. test algorithms produced tests of equal difficulty, reli-
ability and validity' and (19 these twd lexh-al cloze tests were
sensitive to information gained while reading.

It was concluded that the two multiple-choice lexical cloze
algorithms will produce : ore, reliable and consistent but
not necessarily more va id measure of.specifie reading com-
prdhansion thin the' traditional teacher-made test.

4.1

A META-ANALYSIS: TUE RELATIONSHIP OF PROGRAM
CONTENT AND OPERATION FACTORS TO MEASURED EF-
FECTIVENESS OF COLLEGE READING-STUDY PROGRAMS

Order No. 7923975

SANDERS, ylctorii Alberta Hunter, Ed.D. University of Hu; .

Pailfic,1979. 314pp. Chairman: Dr. Heath Lowry

While rapid growth of reading-study programs on collegsK:..f'.
and university campuses across the Unkted States has oc- r
curretwithin the past few decades, this growth has frequently
been characterized by diversity in methods, materials, content
and operational practices. Some uncertainty as to the real
value of such programs has also been reported In the litera-
ture. The primary problem addressed in this study has been
to integrate the findings from the literature to determtne if
college and university programs generally were beneficial to .
student* participating in them, and,to inquire: (1) for what
groups such programs were designed, (2) what content and
operational factors were identified, and (3) whit relationships,
if an9, existed between content and operation Victors and pro-
gram effects.

Extensive search procedures were utilized to identify re-
search reports and dissertations written between 1960-1977
which met the research criteria and utilized adequate nieä-
sursi of researeh control. Twenty-eight *dies described
their data in useable statistical form relating the mean gains
between treatment and comparison groups in one or a combina-
tion of the following five varilbles: changes in Reading Rate,
in Comprehension, in Grade Point Average, in Vocabulary and
in Study Habits. The Meta:-Analysis comprised twenty-eight
studies representing 6,046 students enrolled in four year col-
lege or university reading-study programs or who served as

'
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icontrol groups,,, An additional fifteen studies, representing.
1,165 students, reported program-effects in useable quanti-
fiable form taft did not use control groups .in their investiga-
tions. These were not I eluded in the Meta-Analysis but were
analyzed and reported i order.to compare their similarity of
findingsfor hypothesis 2. Each study was examined for the
reported inclusion of .(1) kix content factors, (2) fifteen oper-
ation factor*, and (3) program effects. Serious peoblems in
program reporting were identified.

The following conclusions were drawn:

1) College reading-studY programs were found to liave statis-
tically signfficant overall beneficial effects. On the ave'rage
the treided group'mpan was .94 standard deviations above
the control group mean on the e'omposite of all outcome vari-
ables.

2) Treatment groups surpassed untreated groups on fokir of
the five specific variables tested indicating that students who
participated in college readine-Study instruction made.greater
gains than non-participants iii Reading Rate, in Comprehen.-
Mon, in Grade Point iages and in Vocabulary measures.
Readng ri a t e gaintrexce ed all other variables examined, on
thee average moving treate tudents to the 97th percentile over
control groups without treatment.

3) The majority of studies did not adOquately describe content
and operational factors to allow conclusive findings to be drawn
for hypothesis four and five. Th6 number of studies reporting
complete program content and operation factors weresmall.
Several significant correlations were obtained with those pro--
grams providing complete data. Nineteen tentative recom-
mendations were maa at the conclusion of the statistical analy-
sis, but these recommendations were neither totally sutvorted

'nor contradicted by the research.

THE DEVELOPIVENT AND IMPLEMENTATION OF AN
ADULT LITERACY PROORAM IN THE MUKILTEO
SCHOOL DISTRIqr Order No. 7926217

ixieYOUNG, D ., ..Ed.1% Seattle University, 1979. 69pp.'6
Chairperson: Do, Hoy Millie-

-.,t. 0 9 \ , .
Illiteracy is resel in shocking proportions in every part

of the United Sta It is a serichis problem because the tn- \
ability to read and ivrite prohibits indistiduals from fully par-
ticipatnig.in ou society. .. .

The Mukilteo School District is located within Snohomish

jount4,000 persons over twenty-five years of age with eight Pears
y in Washington state, In Snohomish-County there aro

or less of school completed as verified by the 1970 census,
There has been no literacy program in the Mulditeo School
District available to adults needing literacy training.

This project was conducted in an attempt to establish
adult literacy prógrani in the Mukilteo School District Co
munity Schools' Program. data were.gathered in several ways.'
The survey questionnaire method was usedeto poll personnel
in all WAshifigton state distgicis with community schools' pro-
grams to determine the existence, locatior; and method of past.
r present adult literacy pl-ograms conducted within commu- 4
nity khools programs. Data concerning adult Litelpir pro-
grams were obtained from the Education Resources Informa-
tion Center (ERIC) and ziata about adult literacy programs ,

across the state and nation were collected from interviews
With certain persons with responsibilities at the national, state
and local levels of employment. .

It was decided after the data were analyzed that two pro-
grains were possible solutions to the original problem. These
two progrates are the Literacy Volunteers of Amefica and thi
Laubach Literacy Program.

In\the final analysis the Laubach Literacy lirogram was
chosen for the Mukilteo School District Community, Schools'
Program because it was More readily avaIta3nd provided
graater ease of implementation.,
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