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The National Center for Research in Vocational Education’s mission is
to increase the ability of diverse agencies, institutions, and organizations
to solve educational problems relating to individual career planning,
preparation, and progression. The National Center fulfills its mission by:

THE NATIONAL CENTER MISSION STATEMENT

Generating knowledge through research
Developing educational programs and products
Evaluating individual program needs and outcomes
Installing educational programs and products
Operating information systems and services

Conducting leadership development and training
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FOREWORD

From legislators to educators to paraprofessionals to
parents, we all want information to help us meet the diverse
needs of special individuals with unique cha acteristics. This
publication is a valuable resource for loca#ing sush information,
and anyone concerned with people who have unique needs should
find it a useful reference.

' Resources: Materials for Special Needs Learners is one of

a series of National Center publications devoted to issues,
problems, and answers in serving spncial needs learners. This
ongoing series, IT ISN'T EASY BEING SPECIAL, reflects the National

Center's commitment to improving vocational education programs
and services for special needs populations.

The National Center is indebted to Lucille Campbell-Thrane
for compiling and editing this publicatiun; to pecial Needs
Project Staff -- Betty Ann Denniston, Patricia orthy Winkfield,
Sharon Malak, Marion Johnson, Gonzalo Garcia, Leila Hutchison,
Nancy Lust, Freddie L. Williams ;™ Lorraine Cordova, and Lynn Brant;
to Deborah Coleman for help in the Single Parent area; and to
Hannah Eisner for materials related to Older Americans. A
special note of appreciation is extended to Janice Miller,

Project Secretary, for her assistance in manuscript preparation.

Robert E. Taylor
Executive Director
The National Center for Research

in Vocational Education
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INTRODUCTION

The value of. any resource is in its adaptability to
specific needs. Recent legislation and public awareness have
made more visible special groups of people with unique needs.
How to accept people as they are; how to work with unique in-
dividuals to develop their greatest potentigl; how to b{eak
down barriers by changing our attitudes toward people who are
somehow "different" -- these have become important issues.

We can solve the problems of special people only by recog-
nizing that each of us is special or unique at some point
in our lives. .

This bibliography offers a number of excellent materials
to help us address these issues and to meet the unique needs of
special people. It is a representative compilation from a variety
of publications on special needs populations current through 1979.

Each section is identified by specific population (e.g.,
Disadvantaged, Migrants, Black Americanms), and contains a list-
ing of both generic resources and those specific to each in-
dividual svecial population. The bibliography is designed as
a reference for information on each special group.

We hope that the resources we have identified will assist
you in developing your skills to work successfully with special
people. Resources, however, are not the only answer to solving
their problems; commitment, caring, and love are essential ingre-
dients in meeting the diverse needs of all special people.
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