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ABSTRACT ]

" The gtate of undergraduate general education is .
examjined withgparticular emphasis on the trend toward providing a
common core c?ﬁ%&culum for college studeénts. A decline in the number
of degrees awarded in the traditional liberal arts fields is noted °
with a corresponding increase in recent years in the number of
degrees awvarded in occupationdlly-oriented fields. According to the
Carnegie Council, from 1969 to 1976 enrollments in husanities majors
dropped frop 9 to 5 percent of all undergraduates. It is suggested
that the pfeoccupation of college graduates with preparing for the
Job market has steered students tcward career-oriented ma jors. The
dominance of departments within the structure of Ametican colleges

., and universities is also cited as having.hindered the struggle of',
general education. Students majorigq in professional, career-oriented
fields are the least likely to confront breadth or general education
requirements. Various approaches to general educaticn are discussed -
‘including the core curriculup and ipterdisciplinary approach. Each
approach emphasizes the importance of basic skills for both the
liberal arts.and professional-area majors. Declining SAT scores and
complaints that many college graduates cannot write are strong - . .

.¢#underlying forces for curriculum reform. It i= suggested that ' )
students in the 1930'é\£iil have less latitude in curricylum choices

- a8 the general education~reform nMovement strengthens. (Sf)
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ALBEST RCES

Thisapprasat of the state of undergraduate general education
might well have been wntten today rather than i 1947 by
President Trunmygp s Comumisston on Higher Education

In the 1405 when the Truman Comnussion and istitu-
ttons ke Harvard sought to define the needed balance be-
tween general education and specralized, vocationally
oriented preparation, the context of appraisal was the postwar
exploston of college carollments With a college education
no longer the exclusive prerogatve ol the ehite, there was a
scxirch%’nr curniculum structure that would provide a common
experience tor students fram various buckgrounds, or “*gen-
eeal education as (rummg tn whatunites, rather than in what
divides, modern man * The stress. was on® contemporary
culture as an extension of the intelectual forces that shaped
the Western mind and of the inherited views of man and
society The vidw was that to support a functioning democ-
racy. the study of this henitage should not be wn exclusive
doman for the elite, but rather a bindirg denominator to
strengthen the common ground on which society depends.

Today. a generation later, democratization in terms of 7

numbers of college students and the variety of their,
backgrounds has been largely attained. but the ambitious

goal ot providing a common tie through general education
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may be morerclusive than ever. As the percentage of the

population attending college has increased. “students have

turned more and more o specialized and vocational cur-
riculums. while the general education componeft that was
supposed to be the uniting factor has correspondingly been
wenkened. lronically, the “‘new students ™ —whose entrance
mto college in the 1940s and 19505 prompted the reeXamina-
tion af and emphasis on general education—gave their con-
temporary counterparts who eschew genera]\education in
favor of career-orientfd cour.\'c{st -

Higher education, having accommodated to the task in the

1960s and 1970s of jJdealing with quaptity, is today again

addressing the issue of guality. Many institutions are reexam- _;
imng their curriculuths and giving special emphasis to a
redefimition of general education. SREB, in the 1976 position
paper, Priorities for Postsecondary Education in the South,
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: The Search for General Education
The Pendulum Swings Back

called for renewed.attention on balance of academic disci-
phaes versus career preparation Harvard Univensity, the
leader of ngher education in the nunds of many, exemphties

how the pendulum swings: a common core curriculum,

which in many respects echoes an educational approach
enunciated by Harvard in 1945, is being instituted this fall.
The reexanmunation of general education today seems to
“stem morce from a realization that undergraduate generat edu-
» cation has become too unstructured. 1s dealing with students
unprepared in the basic skills, and is lacking in central pur-
pose than because of a fundamental rediscovery of the values

- of tcaching the cultural heritage. In the words of a task force
. at Catonsville Community College in Maryland. as it em-
barks on a redefinition of general education at that ipstitution,

“Our general education requirements do not constitule a
. 2 Y
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- program. there s no planned nmty o1 cohestveness in them Table ! .
and posiive stgdent outeomes s nota consequence of a Fiorcum Distribution of Baccalaureate Degreas
designed | integrated set of expeniences ' By Major Flojds of Study, '

In the words of President Derek Bok, as he discussed the
need tor general education reform at even so prestigrous an
mstitmtion as hus awn Harvard Umiversity, " We sthll have
many studeits who come to us wath an excellent high gchool
preparation Butthere are many other equally tulented young
people whose preparntion’ Jeaves much to be desiced. As a
result it seemed particularly important to provide a common
core currnculum to ensure all our students would acquire a
hnx:}_(_g_i_;mlmmn'm the hberal ans :

-

The Decling of the .
Gonegal Education Component

The cumculum m most colleges s divided into three parts:
general education, the student’s major, and elective courses.

Genernd education refers o the breadth component, which -

secks to provide a common undergraduate 'éxpt‘ncm‘c for all
students at a particular nstutution. Some emphasis on ad-
vanced learming shddls, e g o English composition and
second-year algebra, tradibonally has been included in the
general education requirements.

Two frends in recent years have WL‘ll\(‘HL‘d the breadth
component of the college curnigulum: (a) fewer students
chgose hiberal arts majors and (b)) all swdents, whether
cnrolicd 1n humamities or n occupationally oriented nwjors,
inglude less general education in their curriculum
posure to disciphnes other than their own majors.

less ex-

“

Historical comparison of the distribution of baccalaurcate ”

degrees by-fiélds of study in the &Q,ulh illustrates the decline
'rcgion s bacyaluureates inany given ficld in 1963-64 taken as
an index of 100, the distnbution in 1976-77 shows marked
declines for letters (55) and foreign languages (58). “"Let-
ters " includes English, literature, and philosophy, among
.others  -the heart of the humanities. The index for mathema-
tics, even when combined with computer scicncees, would be
only 50, Social sciences are down to 84, and would l}uvc
declined further if economics were not included.

By contrast occupationally oriented ficlds, such as public
affaips, business administration, the hicalth professions, ar-
chitectute, und communications (journalism), have in-
creased their shares of total degrees dramatically. Engincer-
ing and education are outstanding exceptions to this trend.

ot the Iibcr\ arts (see Table 1), With the pereentage of the

SREB Raglon 1 63-64 — 1976-77 .

The switch by-students to career-oriented majors in higher
cducation might not necessarily be a source of concern if the

general education content of the total curricujum, i'e., the
breadth component ol higher education: had not also de--
clined. For four-year institutions, general education re-
quiretents in 1967 comprised 43 percent of the under-

Y The job mwket explams the drop for education, In engineer- graduate curriculum. By 1974 th) had been reduced to 33.5
ing, while the percentuge share of degrees continues to de-  pereent, in favor of electives.® The proportion of the re-
o cline. at least the absolute numberof degrees has risen dunng = quiremenys in the student’s major stayed fairly cons(antk( sce
the 1970s—while those «an the traditional ltberal arts have Tdble 2). Indeed, the genual cducatidn component. lost
nose-dived. ground throughout higher -education—in public and private
. * The Carnegie Council reports that, nationally, from 1969 and in comprehensive and liberal arts institutions.
10 1976 cnrollments in humanities majors dropped from 9 to § : ;o '
pereent of all undergraduates, and in social sciences from 18 Avoidance of Prescribed Courses
o8 peu.em * During the same time-enroliments | i the pro- Two simultancoug trends further eroded the curriculum's
* fessions '’ (e.g., social work, business administration, ar- breadth requirement, First, the proportion of prescribed gen-
chitecture. agriculture, etc.) jumped from 38 pcmcm to 58 cral education courses declined, thercby providing more
_percent (see Figure ). - Jatitude to students who want to avoid certain subjects out of
Q N ‘} . . .
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teat o lack obanterest 1 on c\.llmplc, accordingilorescarchy
the Camnegie Counal, 33 pereent of the mstitutions had a
mullu‘m.;lu\ tequirement as pat of general educanon i
NG only 20 percent presaubed mathematios by 19744 @
Secoudiy, students have feaded mote and more to choose
clechives that relate o then maors (thus compounding the
problem ot over specializationy, rather than distributing then
. clectives an subjedts aeross the brcadth of the wtal cus
Cnculum A sample study of 1794 student tansenpts an 160
tour vear ihptituions revealed that trom 1967 10 19749
dents had signdhicantly altered the character of their electives
toward therr ownareas of spevializanon ” Rathes than select
mg trom the entite cuincular \p("tm-nu_ they took more
courses i thes own departments or divistons Fven when
o intitutions mcreased the overall elective component of tie
total curmicadyny, students tended to use then greater freedom
o conventiate cven more completely on their magors
The Catnegre Counctlin 1977 labeled general education a
Vdisaster arca fwhich] has been gn the defensive and losing
ground for more than TO years ™™ Vanous. tactors contab
uted to this ““disaster i recent years: Sinee the late 1960
the b market has become saturated by the postwar baby
baom emerging fiom college Students have been extromely
concerned about prepanng themselves for employment To
prepare for a job has become a'morg 1mportant reason for
attending collegae than to obtam a well rounded general cdu
cation Irom a compilaton of tollow.up surveys conducted
by several institutions i thie Southern region. 1t was tound
that 45 pereent ot the graduates mdicated employment ‘was
their prmary objective for attending callege. while only 28
pereent chose the option, <“enhancing my inteflectund and
soctl development 7™ Simular results were found in g na-
tional student survey ' '
e preoccupation of colege graduates with the problem
of landing a job steers them toward taking a course on
marketing techmques rather than the philosophy of demoe
rucy as debated by the ancient Greeks. The higher education
establishment has contributed to carcerism in promoting, the
general impression, Come to college and getu good job. ™
In this atmosphere. it is no wonder that studeats opt out of
courses with no immediate resemblance to the ““real world. ™
The dilution of general education reguirements was also a
response to studgnts ' protests in the 1960s as they reacted
. against prescription and authority. Today, the climate may be
more ametable to acceptance of a core curriculum. While in
1969 over halt’ ol all’ undergraduates indicated that they
. preferred a totally elective program 1o the, traditional cur-
riculum. by 1975 only one-third held out for ““total free-
dom “”o ' ,
- Compettion for admittance to graduate and professional
schools has also.steered undergraduates toward greater con-
sentration Jin their majors. Despite avowals by medical

schools that they seek students with a broad background, .

pre-med Students concentrate on the sciences, jn the hope thiy

willimprove theit admission test scores and their chances for
- "t{dhﬁ.\‘ji—m._ B

* The dominance of departments within the structure of

American colleges and universitics_has been blamed for'*the.

decfline of general education D\Vilihﬁ"ﬁf the specialized

? ! s
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tammng of most taculty, the sttus and aggaandirement of
theuw own disaphines take precedence over concern fog
breudt i the education of students General education has
no naturtd lobby amoag facualty

Protesstonal schools have even greater autonomy than
depattments, and are thus anan even stionger position to
requite conventtation According to dne recent study, prodes

stonal M“fwu\lx Cexpect thear students to spend i substantiad

/

! Table 2 '

Proportions of Undergraduate Mducation Spent in
General Education, the Major, and Elective
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part ot therr undergiaduate education in the professional

major  the medn amountis betyeen 61 1o 70 percent of gl
courses that must be taken to get a buchelor’s or associate
1 . B o

Lven in an institutiontlike Loyola Univ'cr.\ny m New Or-
leans, with its award- winning arts and science common cur-
riculum, the students in bustness adnvinistration are not re-
quircd to take this samg general curriculum. In the lower
diviston, i whicharts and science students must take a *hard
science. " business administration students take behavioral
scienee and computer science. In the upper division., arts and
scence students must complete cight courses in three study
arcas: acsthetic, decisional, gnd speculative studies. No such
requircmient exists lor business administration majors. This
distinetion is illustrative of the struggle of general education:
students 1 traditional ants and science majors. which tend to
accentuate hiberal arts anyway. are moré likely to confront
bicadth requirements thun sludt:nls_ majoring in ('h.e pr('wfcs;-
stonal, carcer-onented fields. :

‘ I

The Search for Solution

Although the allegiance of faculty to their departments has
contributed to curriculum concentration. faculty are-not uni-
versally pleased with the results. In a national survey in 19785,
44 percent of American faculty indicated that the under-
graduate curriculum at theirinstitutfoy wasin serions need pf
reform.' There is some evidence today that these concergs
are bemg translated into positive actidn. Yet there 1s more
agreement that all is not well thag on the vure. Itis simpler to
specify, as stated by the University of Kentucky Commission
on the Freshman Year, that freshmen “*should mcrease-both

we
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Figure 1 -

Porcohtagoi of Undergraduate Enroliments in Subject Flelds
. : 1969 and 1976

the breadth and depth of their knowledge 1n najor arcas of

intellectual endeavor,”” than to spell out specifies. ™

One difficulty encountered “in curriculum reform to
strengthen general education 1s the disagreement over basic
directions *Approaches on dealing with the content of gencral
cducation range all the way from a required reading of the
“Qreat Books, " at St. John's College, to emphasis on de-
veloping a set of competencics, including the basics tn writ-
g and speaking, at Mars Hill College.

The controversy about the content of general education
centers on the question of what subject matter is so important
(either in its substantivé content’or ip the skill it transmits)
that it must be included in & common core curriculum for all
students, regardless of their majors. Those-who subscribe to

the iden that despite theexplosiongf knowledge Yhere is still a,
* basic foundation of ideas or principlgs to which everyone

should be exposed, point to the curriculum at St. John's
College. There, during the course of four years, students read
works by some 100 authors, ranging from Hnmum Einstein
and from Plato to Freud.

If exposure to the nub of various disciplines across the
horizon of knowledge and literature is deemed essential to
general education, the problem remains one of how 1o pro-
vide fY. Survey courses, or overviews of broad academic
areas —humanities, social sciences, natural sciencg—tepre-
sent one approach which has been widely used in
a core curmnculum. Columbia University's Coptemporary
Civilization course, and the University of Chicagos General

N B ¢
Y , .

.

Professions 58%

Course 1n the Study of Contemporary Society, are widely
known examples of this effort. The renown of these particu-
lar courses may be partly a reflection of their having been
staffed by senior scholars, a happy circumstance not always
attainable within traditional departmental structures.

3 The distnbution of requited tourses among the Mtroduc-
tory offerings in various disciplines cunstitutes the most
common dpproach to covering the content of gencral ¢duca-
tion., This too presents problems. Often such uftroductory
caugses are designed for majors in the discipline and become
too technical for students who take the course to survey the
entite ficld. Offering parallel introductory courses-—one a
survey of the discipling for non-majors, and another as a
more concentrated introduction for Majors-—represents Wie
dircction for alleviating this problem. . -

The problem of implementing a' core cummculum is ilfys
trated by the experience of the University System of C:eoq.,lh.
The nced to facilitate the transfer of credits for students from

junior colleges to senior divisions served as an impetus for

the development of a core curdculum that has been in effect
since 1967, For students in all the calleges, statewide, the
requirement calls for a ¢certain tumber of credits across.the

humanities , mathematics and natural-science, andl social sci- .

ence. However, the latitude provided to different g()llcges in
how these requirements are to be met:appears to be 50 great
that a common knowledge base is not attained by all students.
For example, the mathematics requiremeiit at the University
of Gcmgm may be met ip the School of Soual Work by 3

b
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course an clgmentary statistios . and by a-cpurse ane not ust anadeal o ;'mnlm'c & soplustcated individual who
philosophy  inttoducton jo deductinve logie torat educa can oy the good hte 77 Inoone sense 1t constitutes the
ton majors ultemate preparation tor work: Busmess and government are
tordentity a given set ot tacts . principles | o Wt s and crving for syathesizers who can walk neerdiserphinary
fo dechare that these constitute the imeductble mmumom ot brdges to sblve problenis. '
broad cducation v not the poal of general education In In this sense o hiberal ants colleges suceeed i then nas
madern times, a4 common core cducation must represent ston of preparmg students who see and apply connections
disttianon ot exsentighs, but destgning and orgamizing ths between hields, then graduates should be the most sought
niitmal toundanion becomes an evér more arduous tisk alter mstead of the last o be recruited
What the segrchimg student might well asprre to s expo One ditficulty i developimg iterdisaiphnary gengral edu
sute to the vatous methody of sigue s that istinguish disar catton s the mability ot taculty to tespond The most glonous
phines I the humamities, the student learns to ¢xplore the mierdisciplinary plans may falter when apphed by taculty
swalm ot wdeals and values  In the scences, the student  who were nurtured i the dogma of nnrrow specighzation nnd
focuses on descaption, measurement, and laboratory festing whose allegumcee s to then depattments o diseiplines The
I'he social srenees ny combane both ;llppmnchr\ as. wWRth an New College Progium ot the University, ol Alabamur, whreh
histoncal event, the student acqugies facts but proeceds also lcans heavily on mterdiscplinary semnnaggs, sought to over.
to analyze then tuncoon toward progress or I(‘(lnglc\\in‘n vome this problem by staffing the New College with faculty
agamgt a piven stadand - A student acquarnted wath various who are well acquainted with more than one disaphne and
anahytical stvles through his gcncmllcdur;mnn curticutum with expenience mothes type of teaching ’
should be better prepared to passue his own continung self The struggle tor acceptance of mterdisctplinary courses is
cducation  the attimate goal of"a hberal education thastrated by the experience at North Texas State Umvernsity
.. A particulaily controversial matter i designing gengral An obective of the new core cumcutunn sas the promotion
cducation has to do wath the place offethies and moral values of mterdiaphnary cowrses i particular; one i the
m the curmnculum There wigs a teme when molding character “humanities which, howevera 1s not mandatory. This approach
was ol the same tmportance m Amencan colleges as develop will have to overcome the mertia produced by students who
ing the intellect Even as late as 1911, the German continue to choose the path of Ieast resistance  traditional
socrologist, Max Weber, deseribgd Amencan college educa courses, witha reputation forbeing casy  and by faculty tor
ton as one wlhich does not i primunly at framung tor - whomthe devetopment of new interdiserphmary materal 1s a
scicnee and scholarshop, but rather at the formation of charac: long and tortuous process.
fer catthe tormation of adult citizens, and at the devetop- At Birnnngham-Southern College a new interdisciplinary
ment ot are outlooh winch serves as the foundatiop ot the approach olfers a block of four carctully articulated caurses
v Amenican govermmentat and social systems. “on Contemporary Western Man, which avoids *‘the pedagog-
Foday v approach o the mclusion of cthies and valuch, il and cconomic problems anising from conventional tcam
L exeept t some private insttutions, is more likely to aceent teaching. " This is one of the projects funded by the National
© 7 ditterences between tacts.and values than o produce students Endowment forthe Humanities in 1t program to strengthen
with a shared vode., There s a reluctahee to stress vatues  education in the hamanitics .
ovdrtly, despite a rlmyn(mn that a hiberal education \hnuld * Another problem relating to mterdisciplinary . as well as to
address furdamental smoral choices. other approaches for giving breadth to the, curriculum, con-
Problem-ogented courses arg one cwricular response to - cerns the timing of general education courses. Appreciation
the problem of how 1o mncorporate values in the general  for sceing the connections hetween subjects is largely a
cduc;itmnpmgram For example, i a course on ¢ ‘olol\'icul function of matunity. Thus. thg breadth component might
nuitters, the values of maintaining an unpolluted environ- have more meanng at upper than lower division levels. Yet
" mentare explicitly contrasted against the values of mecting  most curriculum sequences fill the upper division with
cnergy necds. Through the exphett juxtaposition of conflict- vourses in the mgjor. on the assumption that the breadth

©ing values, students may move toward better umlcr\(andlng requirements were met carlier
of apposing views and even the resofution ol issues.

.

The interdisciplinary Approach Current Dlmctlons of Reform
. The most successful approaches to genceral education have
¢mphasized an interdisciphnary Tocus. Most typically this Headlines about umuulum reform tend to focus on Har-
has taken the fornr of hroad surveys. More recently. history, vard University s current lcesmbllshmcnt of a comumon core.
. AL, literature. and even vCience have been presented within Hurvard r{J(‘us a loose distiibution requirement among dJde-
; the context of an historical period or a curtent sssue. The  partmental courses, as avell as an identical set of courses that

dynamic interaction ot sconomics, phifosophy, und art may ¢ cach student must complete. Instead, it esfablishes five re+
thus betome apparent, giving more meaning to each subject  quired broad common core areas with criteria or characteris-
than 1f studied in a vacuum. . tics that courses i these areps must mect« The Committee on
« Sugh interdisciplinary approaches are a reaction tothe Kind - the Core Curriculum identifies existing or proposed courses
ol atonustee gducation which leaves the studentexposed toa  thal meet thie criteria in each arca and may be selected, for
smattering of vahious disciplines without ¢ver being able to meeting the respective core requirements. The five areas are
“'make copnections. ™" Interdisciplinary general education is  hiterature and the arts, historical study, social analysts and

RC . R ;-
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- Supply wid demand

motal reasomny sarence and forenen coltares b addion to
. nmpl}-nny common core selections on the e arcas. H.:}
Vard stondents wolb honve o show protoeney l'h\.\nl(nl\
Wity and an nathematies '

[he voneral cducation rctonm moaenpent s A ITETTITARRENY
many campiees anclatimg some an the Sonthernm iepion At
Willian and Moy,
more speathaty be einven o the curent distobution segusee
ey bnstead of the carrent Latude 1o choose withun thes
broad areas s stndents wonld be requited to complete couses
i hnve e narow v o debimed ateas unless they can et

[R111

A Return to Specilficity

A sl Quest tor mote spesthioty s part ot the carrent
process of sedeimny gencrad education at the Uniy ety of
Alabama There the wccommendations ,of an olficral core
cutticuiom conmimttee wongd woniphasize base touindations,
wath the possibithiy ot reamtioducing some tvpe ef lanpuage
rCguEEe et

Navicr Uneversity ot Lounsana also s teducmy Lititude to
student Chooe

mstewd of permiting students (o Choose

Exposing leeral Arts

While genera! aducation anthhalssts seek 10 atrengmgn thé
humanities content for business sdminiatration and othey.pio:
tessional area mujors, there Is &t the same ime aovemant te
axpose iberat ants meajors fo praciical courase, The Irmpelus us for
this currloum changé i the poor job market i gradsie! mmhg
humanities and sociel selences. Tha Collegs Placament Gotnell -
- foported in the apring of.1978 that whike kb olters for technloal
{jredusten{snginewring, business, and 4

~-bast In 18 yemra, those for humanilax @m ML
o raduntes dcgﬂnod 14 pmnt ttomihop_ o1 B
qon's_mr_‘ -
$ohthmm‘l@n in 19@5

G faculty Commuitee recommends that -

ors to Applled @umeum L

pro. -,.ﬁggd,@a

clentiic] mme

coreses i bow broad areas as formerhy T speadic sabien s
will berequned indludmy g doternen lanpoape Thus, st
dentowal ne toneer be allowed oo avond athe . - e
tory s on the matural sorcnces s as has been the case i the past

Flonda

Educatton Models prant!

AN Drinv ety awail the assistance of a4 General
v cmbarkong thes Gdl o e
strngent. campus wade pencnad cducation segunemients . As
patt ol this sequence all students eganlless of mapas . will
vomplewe TS Gt howesm conmunieations . vensas ondy
mne presionsdy The sequence widl tovus onwinting reading
batemmp - and orad communnation Thi pencat education
requircinents witl icduce the lattotle tor elecines and ot
coreses duting the fusttvo vears A i geneead Cducation
torndion 4s (o be estabhishied before students st out 1o

the uppee hivizton courses

The Emphasis on Basic Skiils

Phe return to lastos i the motnvation toicion of general
cducaton 0 mach of higher cducanon today - Declining
varbaband mathematios SAT scotes of cntenng freshimen, as
well as widespread complamts that many collyge pl.uhl.l!ra

-

cannot wite . coherent pangraph. are a strong undeNy g
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‘Many traditional. lih%g,!wm nofeges h!“\@




torce torcarmmculumcionn Comses e advaneed le gy
shlis o provide proticenoy i ateebna and 4 ny il com
poesition have long been o component of coneral cdoe ation
Foday such cotinves ke onan added uiyeioy and o eften
berng transtatedimto Soavrg tathes thon cndv o o shdls tnthe
tevitabization ot pencoad cducanion today theae «onmse s mas
have 1o ke precedenoe onver the more esoternn quoest tor the
common threads ot the cutnad hentaee There mas be man
siote campuses whew the poonty muast bepim with basn
shlls thaan wath . Jquamtioy stodents with hiow Shakespeane
dealt st the alrenation ot paicnis.and chddicnam Roone goan t
LTI, :

s e womnder theretore thatt 1 some istitutiogs e m
plasis onpencol cducation ooapproache dthough the detnn
hon od umgu:h'n\ ies s eaphart educationat obyectves o he
et by awcollere cducatron For exampic . to this purpose the
Fonnessee Haphes Bdacation Continsston g 1497 Tproposed g
sebof il shalls some ot which adomtteddy magshit be
capected to beon the purview of secombay cdecation Y \n
cvample of skaifs and noevdesstindimes whnch stindents showld

be cxpedted To master i two drcas s Jhown below

indispensable Skitls — Mathematical
1 Cladeulatton of sanple andd coimpound intorest
S Use of elemantany stalisheal data

b rassianon of mesasuros ioad from o b nghish and
maline systains

4 Constuchon of simple Qrapbs and chats
i )

v Usa ol siimpio algobire fonnlae

Basic Understandings— Citizenship

I Genoral functions of and distinctions among. tha agicnai, .
fopsiativa and avocuiive hranches otlocal stato. and
rabonal Govarnment

%
. ¢ Tharocogmrad tasponsibuiies ard nghts of citizans under
tha Constitution

3 The vanous maans of ciizen nvolvamentin the procosses
. of government

4 The growing intardepandonce of nations, aspacially
regarding natural Msources and aconamic dovelopment

Pher movement to detine general education i terms ot
| demonstiated competencies depends to some extent upon the

| + have heen achieved Such tests also are used o exempt
students from gencral edncation requurements When the
festing obective is toassess hroad shills i a disciphine rather
than a mere recall ot facts, the denands on the test designer
are lornudable The Amencan College Testung program s

Y oone of several groups desigmng teses to, assess broad out-
contes of general education But measuring a person’s ““abil
ity to understand the development of acsthetic aw areness and
theory troma mumberof perspectives ™ 18 no casy matter. The
grading of subjective responses (o distinguish between test
tahers " abibties rather thanfirnders “predisposttions 1s a Jdif-
frcult task, but progress has been reported on efforts to
vahdate such guestions

Tt only natural that the pluralistic higher education estab-
ishment, serving a tremendously diverse student body.
- .
\
L ]
Q ’

R R R R R R ESESESS——————.

development ot sests 1 mcasure whether the competenaes

- Papno
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Who WHI Fili The Gap In Managerial and
Adminiatrative Caresra Inthe South?
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80—~ ' Administrative Skills
i
g B and -
5 i Managorinl
)
40“ i
i Paliiie Adnunimtr alion *
t i
S i
. v Business
: | Administration®
$0 -
b
. ! .
\ ; tevsc g
’ 0 couitingg
o e )

dob Openings  College Graduates.

shouldaddeessthe attemptat reconstructhon ot gencml eduda
tton m didterent wavs  Sticter enumeation of specitic
courses, mtcrdisaplinary approaches, stress on modes of
iy and coiphasis on basie skifts are c\.nn\pk‘\ ol the
vurrent \:.ul(‘l_\' ol approaches (o strenpthen general
cducation

Not siice Amenea’™s caily days, when higher cducation
was the exclusive doman ot the elite, has the cutniculum
among diverse mstitutions produced a homogencons prod
act Today, the student body 1epresents moge segments of
sovigty than ever before It is no wonder then that ¢liorts fo
strengthen geacral education m some institutions center on
the cultural herntage and how best to tansant 1t while 1n
“others 1t tanstates figst to preoccupation with basic skalls

Regardless of the particular approaches to general educi
ton retorn, the current “locus on the content and yiwiny
aspects of higher education signals acconstructive reaction to
the respte from mere accpmmodation to growth Whatever
the directions of current general education ceforms, it seems
clear that students i the 1980s will have less latitude in
curniculum chotees, and that more of them will have ) prove
proficiency according to how their general ¢ducation re-
dquire ments are detfined.
Fhis edition of Issues in Higher Education was prepared by
Eva O Galambos, SREB rescarch assoctate.
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