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THE PRESEN"I‘" SITUATIQN IN THE TEACHING OF AMERICAN
__~CULTURE ly ENGLISH COURSES IN JAPAN
~ Analysis of Jupior and Senior High™” _ Y
School Egllish Te‘xtblookﬁn Japan —,

v Kenji Kitao
- Introduction _ ' -
Although J,ﬁban'und the U.njted' States have had diplomuti;: and commet-
A cial relations for a longf time, cov;’uﬁunibmion and understa'mling between the
~two nations are still insufficient. More Japanesé people are encountering
more Ame;ican pee})le, products, information and culture on a daily basis
than ever before. Thus, bett@t understanding and communichtion between
the citizens of the two cultures is necéssary: o
Communication is affected by all aspects of culturre-—the speakers
{‘L languages and dialects,” their pﬁﬁ" 'experiences and knowledge, the soi’:ia!
restrictidns on dir?ctllé’ss of speech, kinesics, etc. The ananese and the
Americans havé very different cultural backgrounds and su"ch differences
are major barriers to communication between them, In the United States,
the importance-ot: teaching culture was well recognized after World War 11
and has become one of the two mhjor new emphases in the teaching of
foreign %ngt{ages in the 1970’s, ﬁle “other being individualized instruction."

American culture 11_as been emphasized in English instruction in Japan

v
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.lccomly. as communcation s stressed. However, no books and articles on
what to teach about Amgtican culture and how to teach it are ;lyuilulﬂc
in Japan. Very few studies in this tield have been made, and none ot them
o
is based on experiment or suiveys with a statistically significant number |
of people actags wide areas of American culture. .-
» .
The wiiter adfinistered questionnaites to Japanese students in the
United States in order to find out how much American cultuge is taught in
¢ English classes in Japan, how well it is taught and what cultural problems
occured to those students. The result of the survey shows that there is litld
foundation for understanding and communication betw¥en Japanese and
American people.  The Japanese students were taught very little about
American culture in English courses ot any level, so their understandfng of
American culture was.quite limited.  As a result they had some f)ru lems
understanding Americans and cummunica}inn with l‘hem.3 _
The purpose of this study is to tind out what is taught about American
culture and how well it is taught in l-'.nglis\h courses in junior and senior high
schools by examining the authorized (Munbnshnl-upprnved) English text-

. PRCES .‘-‘ -~ .

books used in the classes.

Cultural

P There are many ways to investigate what and. how much is taught about.
b . o
American culture in secondary schools (junior antl seniqedggh schools  from

forpation and English Textbooks

~
seventh to twelfth grade) in Japan, such as thripugh examinations, observa-

.

tions, interviews, and other means. However, {tis hard to obtain accurat

objective 1esults since what-is taught vaties {from place to place. The easjost
Cd
azmuch is through the examination of English textbooks..

2 This procedure is valid because, as Yasuo _Kurokawa Rhas asserted,

ERIC. . e
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textbooks are ‘lhc most important element in school education.” Al text-
books used m efementary and secondary sclmnls-\' must be authorized by
the Ministiy of l;"(luculiun.lThcy are strictly based on the guidelines forfau-
late@ by the Ministty ot Fducation.  Muost teachers use only one such test-
p
lmnk and tely vpon it entirely while they teach lngllsh, Theretore, text-
bm)}(s are the centor of Fnglish inslmclinn and thus restiict the contents
nl'll::nglish teaching. '

ASinee the audio-lingaal method was first adopted in junior high schools
thany oral exercises have been added to English elasses in addition to the
\

! ’ - ’ . . - . Ay
.ui;ml wadmg and tanslating exercises found in most textbooks., These last

instruction.  In semor high. schools, English teaching is based solely on text-
books. The teaching there is almost entirely reading and translating from the
textbooks.  Students read the lcxﬂznuks very attentively, so the books do
have great influence and are (|uiu: imimnunl in English classes.

In l:xmgli'sl\ texthooks, the teaching matedials are most important in terms

. two types have less influenee now but “are still the main focus of English

of culture, Teaching material is defingd as “concrete cduczumnal contents -

Q

N

C~ ~ | 8§
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selected tor learners in mdcl to aumnplnh their edutational goals.™

L

Along with gmmm;n, vocabulaty, re

tion- of cultural as one of the must lmpnrl(nu“

- .

thooks. M(uccl Dandy, has \dl(| llml it is one of, 4he

formation is recognized
aspects of English (e
four important ln'nzul cwgria for foreign language textbooks.® (l}flmltsu
Ahara has anu,d four ullclm in sclculng eaching materials, of w!mh e

are: “whether the teaching materials are based on daily life,” aml Wwwhether

they promote international understanding and. wmmumcutmﬂ "7 Akly()ﬁhl.

Shibasaki has also paintéd out four lybcs of leuchmg nm/wrmls thi are im-

portant it expediting the learning of English, the third one being material

ding materialsy efc., the presenta- ./
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on the cultural background of linglish.“' The background culture of English
is at least one of the fom most impml.un items contlined in English teaching
materials, -

According to the guidelines set by the Mll\islry of Education, foreign
language textbooks must include sueh items as daily life, manners and cus-
toms, stories, geography, and history of the people who speak the language
as well as of other people throughout the world.” Until about ten years
ago, however, this was only a matter of thc(n'y_rn‘(l)l practice. Now teachers

are beginning to pay more attention to nonlinguistic subject matter, accord-

ing to the results of a questionnaite.'  In addition, Atsuko lkemiya has

reported the following:

In readers of ten years ago, literature and essays occupied 70%
of the teaching material, but in the latest textbooks, only 50%,
and biology, geology, chemistry, biography, and problems of cities
have shown up. Cultural-antlhiopological and sociolinguistic teach-
ing material has been gradyally introduced. However, since inter-
national exchange is getting more frequent and more intercultural
communication oceurs, such teaching materials should be introduced
more often.'!

As fifne has passed, more cultural materials have been included
in English textbooks. and they bave been emphasized more by u,at.hers'
Recently, in November, l‘)‘/S. the third branch meeting of the Round
Table Meeting of Improvement for English Education in Japzﬁi reported

that“sentence pattegns and grammar had tended to bk emphasized too ’

~much and reminded teachers to emphasize all fivé of the categories

of teaching material. The first was concerned with daily life, and the
e
fifth was intended to promote international understanding.'

People in the profession of lcuching English ‘{dV(‘ emphuwcd the

importance of the inclusion of ulllure in English textbooks, but unfortu-

-
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nately the books do not have much cult\etml inll;n'nmtimj, and they are
not mjeresting. This borng teaching matertal has caused the students
to lose thert motivation to learn English.'* Culture can be one of the
factors that' can increase students’ motivation; therefore | more interest-
ing cultural items should be contained in English textbooks.

’ In this paper Yculture” is defined as the knowlcd;?c and behavior
that a people in ;l\c same language community have leamed and share

L4 [ 4

-

among themselves. .

Previous Studies of English Textbooks

L2 - N . . . . .
Fhere have béen a few studies on cithture in curtent English textbooks
m Japan.  One is on Unglish conversation textbooks tor senior high
: v
schools. : "
Hatori's Study.  The study on English conversation textbooks was
v
done by Hjfoyoshi Hatori.'™  He reviewed six English conversatidn text
» . . . . . . R Lo
books used it senior high schools at that time.'® He tGpared in their inside-
cover material, thewr appendices, the number ot units, their contents, their
organization, and \he patterns of English usage contained therein. | The -
\ - ‘ .
Summary in Table | is limited to the first three aspects that coneern culture,
Tox Since the purpose of 1".nglish conversition courses is to teach the AB(C's

of daily conversation in English, their subject matter is concerned with the
- N [ -

6

daily life of students ut home, at school, and in society.'® Table | shows

+ that all the textbooks of English conversation have more information on

’. 7 . . . N - . . ’ -
daily life in -Britain and the United States and also more practical infor-

mation than other senior high school English textbooks. Praetical infor-

~

mation means information usetul for traveling arounddor living in those
" : N * 3 - . -
' couatrics, $uch as using a telephone, traveling, using money, shopping, etc.

v x
[4
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Textbooks

The Crown
English
Conversation

Daily
Conversation

let's Talk
English

Ted and
Jdlie

Oral English
Workshop

English
Conversation

. Jor Young

People

‘

Front

mwv OF HATORMS

TABLE l

R vannivivanreinvstvat

lnsldc covers

Introduc-
tion of
characters

Map and
pictures
of

New York

Blank °

Blank

Situations

and

expressions
n

Scengat
sch(r)‘

Back

Songs

Map and
Pictures
of

London

Blank

Blank

Gestures

Introdu-
tion of’
characters

Y
e et - e o

STUDY
Appendix
A somyg
(1 page)

2 groups of

useful expressions

(a) greetings,
weather etc,

(b) visit,
telephone,
in the train,
ete,

New words

useful expressions
aotes

Index

school life,
health,

showing the way.
weather,

ete,

Basic
expressions
dialogues

Index
useful
expressiosn

> Teaching of American (ll{lturv in linglish Coursaes 95

Numbu of Units
and Contents
15
expressions

fesling

judgunent
choice, ete.

40
1-12 shool life
13-24 home life

25-40 social life
©25-30gBrtatn

31-40 U.S. A,

l7
“A Friendly Walk“
“The Party*
*In the Station
and the Train,”

20
“Ted & Julié
on the Way to
School™ ,

.“Everybody Talks

about the Weather*
It's N’ice to Make
Friends,” etc

9

-
“In the Classroom™”
“Introducing
Friends,” otc.

—- S e e g e e e e —pacea——

(The table has made by this writer and its contents have translated from Hatori’s.)
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Hattori noted that Oral English Worksho;) has illustrations of gestures inside
he back cover. but that no other English textbooks at the jun,'m or senior >

high school level présent nonverbal cmnm'unicuti(m sy,stemznica.lly.' 7
‘ Judging from the topics Hattori cites as exumpleﬂe most textbooks intro-
duce Am’eman dll(l British life. Studeits can learn from thetu dbout the
h(ukgmund ullmre of English, Only The Crown English Conversation .\eem;
to be expressim_]ﬁoriented pnd to be constructed on the basis Qf frequently
used exm'eg;sinn_'s in daily conversations, though all the textb(‘).oks are situ-
ation-oriented and are constructed on the basis of situations that frequently
‘uccur‘in daily Iit'e‘ur tlmtulcunwrs may encountef w.hen they visit those
cuun.tries.\as their appendices show. These lextbqoks wolld seem to be well
designed, for culture should be taught thmugh expressions in situations,
and they offer expressions in various common situations, .
English conversation courses seem to give the most cultural int‘u;matjnn,
irrcluding practical informatian, on the senior high schoot level. The text-
books used in those cnu.rses have more cultural infnmmiiun than the:u_ther
English textbooks. Their subject matter is directly concerned with daily life

at home, at school, and in the society oY Britain and the United States.

0 rd =~ ~ »
However, Hatori did not outline the total subject matter, so we cannot

Y‘umw the  total cultural information in these textbooks or how accurate this

iformation is. - Moreover, since English conversation is an elective, only 1.6
percent of the students in the senior high schoojs use these textbooks, accord-
ing to statistics from the Ministry of Education.'® ‘ .

This is the only study of culture in English textbooks for senior high
school Ytudents that the writer has found. 'I'he_wri"ter could ifot find any
study on culture in textbooks for English A,:English B er E:lementary
English.!® However, there are a few thorough studies on culture in'junior

v -
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L3

high school English textbooks.
Ide’s and Saito’s Studies.  Akiko Ide and Yasuhiro Saito have made

extensive studies of culture in English texthpoks at the junior high level.

,
TABLE 2 ’
for S ‘
SUBJECT MATTER OF ENGLISH TEXTBOOKS AT JIUNIOR HIGH S(:‘H(‘)OLS
: T L UT L LInTimom mn
New o New Bl
Tt 77 Pdnee” T Horizon Total - Everybody | Sky
1 2 3 1 2 3 1 23 1 2 3. 1 213
.. Objects around i - . . 9 .
people B A_, ¢ B C
Daily life . CBD BBB ABD. ABC' AAB
- Manners and customs DDD Cc C DD b D - D C
Scenes and nature = " C C D DD D D DCC
Geogruphy, history, c
. language b B D D bb Dc
9 o .
Science DD # . C “D
Stories DB B c /f; D B C B CB-
Ideas, imagination D . . B C. - C
. Other D S DC D
A = in more than half of the units
B = in more than one third of the units v »
C = in mpre than two units iy
D = in gne or two units s

Sml\{cc: Akiko Ide, “Daizai to Hngdh‘ Keishikd [Materials and Forms of Expressions) ™ '
Eigo Kydiku, Vol. XXI, No.8 (October, 1972), p. 13.

~ .
-

10 7
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/ A .
Ide reviewed five textbook series, fifteen books in all,2® and Saito reviewed

21

four serieq of revised textbooks totaling, twelve books.”* The major voncern

“of both studies was to describe what cultural mform‘moﬁs contained in

the books. )

Akiko tde made two ‘major studies. One. was to find out what subjects
were contained in the 'te7_(tb;>oks and how hmny of them were contained
in each (see results in Table 2):** She provided nine categories: (1) objects

around people, (2) daily life, (3) manners and customs, (4) scenes and

-natare, «5) geog}'aphy: ‘history, and language,  (6) science, (7 stories,

(8) i(!eas and imuagination, and‘(‘)) miscellane()us/. The second study was to
find' out how close the cultural information in these textbooks was-to the
Jab.mese cuMure (set results in Table 3).2° : \

Her first study shows that all fiftegn textbooks include daily llte Yet,

only four include it in more than halt of the umts and four textbooks have

it in fewer than ofie third of the units. Manners ang customs are seldom

introduced. Four textbooks do not mention them at all while the eight that
do include them have them in only one or two units, and none of the
textbooks refers to them in more than one third of the units. 5Geogl‘aphy,
history.. and !ahgnage do not appear at all in six textbeoks, and in only one

textbook do they appear in more than one thlrd of the units. Scenes and

" nature are hot introduced at all in tive textbooks, and they are not introduced

in more than one tlurd of the units in any textbook; thﬁforc no textb00k

e

displays much cultural mtormahon

Table 2 shows that all textbooks use similar approaches. They move
from wncrete thmgq o abstract things. In every series, objects connected
with people are mtroduced in Book 1. The same approach is adopted in

culture. Akiko Ide’s second study shows this cleatly. She classifies cultural

11
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“

mlmmmmu in four major unegmms (u) (h) ((,) and (d). € mcgory (d) is
thc \.nnc as l‘ipnncse ulhme ang it mdudc\ the mtmdmmm nt Jdp(mesc
ullum'-wlmh is marked -(a%). L(ncp,my (b) is pdrlmlly ovelldpping with

Japanese unltmé ¢ 1rlegmy (c)is different from Japidnese culture, and thmg%

that kin uot exnhu Japunese cultue are mdrkcd (ct). Foreign culture (lmt is

nm’p/ut of B nghsh \pcakem normal e\cpencnw is classified (d)

ST . TABLE 3 .
. v r B ) \./. .
,t DIFFERENCES OF CULTURAL BACKGROUNDS
OF FUFMES IN IN( LISH TEXTBOOKS <

- « o, e

_ New New  Totl Blie .
Fnglish Texts Prince Huotizon I nglish Everyday . Sky
Level (Book) 123 123 123 123 1123
Content - . L
Rating ,

at ) D L b b C D ¢
a ~ BCD A8BDP ABC ACD ACC.
b c ¢ DCC CD . C D ccp 7
. , :
¢, C C DD DD ) ¢ C
- v .
ot 7 D CB C C Ccn DB A D C C
d . DB DB ,_ D. cp 0 CB
————— M - ¢ - ———— —— e ! )
e ; = o e
~ A = more than 2/3 of the units . \\“
B = more than 1/3 pt theTunits ) X
C = more than 2 units ’

—
g
u

1 or 2 units

s

Source:  Akiko Ide,-“Daizai to Hyogen Keishiki [Materials and Forms of ‘Expres:

-

sions) " Eigo Kyoiku, Vol. XXI, No. 8 (Ogtober,. 1972).p. 16

L]
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100 The Teaching of Amerean Culture in Foglish Courses .

As Table 3 shows, all tL(tb(mks have sequences which go from cultural
information similar to that found in the Japanese culture Vo the cultugal
aspeets that are new tor the Japanese peqple. All the textbooks display
Class (a) most in BooK'l and least in Book 3, and Class (ct) least ln Bm')k 1
and moyt m Book 3. No textbooks present aspects of other foreign ulhmos ""

- in Bogk I, The order of introducing cuttural infprmation is very good. ) \

HoweV«er (Idsscs (b). (¢), and (O‘) dd nm appear often in these text-

>

books Class (b) appedrs in less than one thud of the units, dud it (Ioos not o

. appeqr in  three textbooks. Class (¢) does not appear in six textbooks: it

. . appear in one or {wg units in five textbooks. ():}y four textbooks contain
(c‘) in more thafi one thyrd of units, _ .
"~ f’\ “AKiko Ide ot expldm haw she did her studies, but they seem to -

bc ‘done by un §.. 1T one unit has even a little infohnation, then jt must have

" ;?"-5¥A
= been com\led, Theréfore, these hgurm seem to indicate t

hese textbooks

"-*r contain nﬂ)i@cultuml mlnrmutmu than they really do. Al other Wgak poinl
5 g

-"; of her study is, that she reviewed ()nly the main body ot the textbo ks | ny

the appendlces covers, etc. Furthermore, she pr()wde(l only nine umgones

! ot cultural mformatmn.-
’ .

. . Yasuhiro Saito has also made broad studies of the cultural information
Iound in four )umor high school English textbook series (see results in Table
4) % He provided fifteen categories, rather than pine, Eight categories
were added” people around us, greetings, classrgefn English ‘Sports ~bin-

graphy, mternatlona‘i‘understandmg poems, and songs. He reviewed not-

only the lesstins proper but -also the mside cqvers appendues etc., (see

< results in" Table 5). 25 : - . '
[[<] .y - . s,

» His first study shows that all twelye textbooks include daily life,

L A3 i [
manners, and customs. Objetts around us are inchided it Book 1 @eventh . ~

[
N

»
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TABLE 4 . N

l
CONNECTIONS OF THEMES IN THE REVISED ENGLISH BOOKS

ISR P PUUU Y SO

’ LTI LI e Ino oo T
'/ Gude: 7(Boek1)  B(Book2) 9 (Book 3)
Thetnes Toxtbook: £ H P T _EHPT EHP T
- e e ) . e - b e e
. Objects around uy X X x X
. Pcoblc around us N X X X X X X X “X
l)aily’l/lfc. v X X X X X X X X l X X x'x
Manners and customs ' N XX X X X X .x;,x X X X X
. ' Greotings X X X
a Classroom l-lngﬁsh X X
Sports —_ X X X
. /_\ . .
— Biography \V v X X XX X X
*:h‘y ‘ :‘,i:%xphy uuluy \ X x X % X X X o
L o C o x X
o Scichce S - ; X X X X X X
N ¢ Observation of nature * X ' X XX
" . l;ra:tlusmxd stories o ) X X X X X ’ X X X X

.« Poems: . ' X J 4
- Songs . ) k‘ X - X

.o E = Everyday English . .
- H = New Horizon English Course . ' :
.. P = yu'! Prince English C:)c:rg( .
‘M .~ T ="Total English Junior Crown Seires <

‘- . X = {tem contained in the textboox )

. \.\~ 1 '

~ Sourcc ?aﬂro Saito, “Kaitei Kydkasho-no l)mzni to Kosei [Subjeet Matters a’hd
uctions of -Revised Textbools], "Gendai Eigo Kvoiku,. Vol 11, No.9

r, 1974),p. 16. ' D

-




102 The Teaching of American Culture in Fnglish Courses
N\
" TABLE §
COMPARISON AMONG ITEMS QUTSIDE THE TEXT

© PROPER IN THE REVISED TEXTBOOKS
. I Grade: Tth : 8th 9tle
+ Themos Toxtbook: E HP T EHP T EHP T

X

et e pena - I e e— - - . e - —— e

Songs X X X X X 70X X X X X
Mustrations ’ . X X X X X X Q X X X X X

" Pictures of objects .
around usg R

- Scenery (12 months) : X

Picture of scenes
in main text

Maps’ ) ) X X i

Proverbs | X
Poems ' “, . . ) X
Grootings o X

Daily conversation X

E = Everyday Knglish ' & el

H = New zon English Course s

& ="New m’ English Course -

T = Total English Junior Crown Seires ' o

X = ltem contained in the textboox = * ' Y

: ")

Source: Yasuhiro Saito, “Kaitei Ky3kastfo-no Daizai to Kosei [Subject Matters and
Constructions of Revised Te}i ols), "Gendai Eigo Kyotku, Vol. 11, No.9
(December, 1974), p: 17. Partially revised by the writer.

grade) of all the series, and people around us, Books | and 2 (eighth grade). )
Dramas and stories are included in Books 2 and 3 of some but not all of
the -sgries. Biography is contained in Book 3 of all the series. However,

FY -

15 - ,
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geography, scenery, and history are not included at afl in the Total English -

Juior Course Series, and they are included in only Book 2 of the New L’r:l'rz(‘f’
English Course. , ‘

Greetings ate included in Book 1 in all of the seiies except the Total

" English Junior Crown Series, though this does inchude them in other sections.

All of the textbooks contain songs, either in the main text or in other parts.

«HMlustrations are contained in every book, but enly two textbooks have maps,

Nonverbal communication is not dealt with in any of these texthooks at all.

Saito’s study shows what kind of cultural information is contained in

" the English textbooks at the junior high level, but it does not show how
much cultural information is contpined, '

These two teachers’ studies ncm/n'mcly describe the subject matter
found in junior high school English texthooks. Thereby, one can begin to
undesstand how little cultural inlk)r:p;Qiun is contained in these textbooks.
Moreover, such cultural inf§rmation is twofold, being based on an over-
tapping of culture between Japan and the "United States; on the one hand,
and, on the other, on the culture unigue to the United States, ThereYore,
onescan ‘ensily understand haw little of the latter is contained in these text-
books. These two studies show the outline of the typcs‘p!cculmlf;l] infor-
mation in the textbooks, but they do not reveal how much such information
is contained and whether it is accurate, B ‘

}

Yoshjda's study. In a fourth study, Kazue Yoshida compares five English

(ex(bou}s at the junior high level with [, ‘anglais par 1.7

is the most widely used English textbook in France. He nfglle his comparison

.

using five series of textbooks, fitteen in all, and the f#st three volumes

.

of I anglais par L'illustration. The major parts of his study Were concerned

- with illustration and vocabulary in terms of culture.

x .

-

ustration, which-
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s /ﬁ‘le points out that fhe French textbook has almost twice as many pages,

and many times more pictures and photos than the Japanese textbooks.?®

He also points out that though all the Japanese textbooks have illustrations,
. . ——, .

there are only two pages of photos (there are two or three :olm' photos in

).’ ials, and most

each textbook Japanese textbooks have poor visual m
of the culture is presem.\e'gl entirely in English.

Yoshida's study emphasizes vocilbulary. The French textbook contains
656 words relating to home life, people, nature, social lite, school lite, time,

and commufiity. 1t containg 209 of those 056 words more than Japanese

textbooks. Yose 269 words are shown in Table 6.8

| _/f\ TABLE, 6 '
¥ " [

NUMBER OF WORDS THAT APPEAR IN L'ANGLAIS PAR L'TLLUSTRATION
BUT DO NOT APPEAR IN ANY OF THE JAPANESE TEXTBOOKS

e et et e m e e oo g e e 08+ ey

s .. . . R ST DR
Nuppber of Words

EY - P - - B
¥

Home Lite ) 99

People ) ' 58

‘ Nature - _ .55

School ite 9

. .j 7

> Total , 269 -

Source:  Kazue Yoshida, “Franceni okeru Figo Ky('skushg-m) Tokucho |Charac-
teristics of English Textbooks in France|, "Gendaf Eigo Kyoiku, Vol, 12,
No.§ (August, 1975), P. 15,

17
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Table 6 shows that 99 wprc t home life, 38 words about pcg)ple‘,
55 words about nature, and 35 words$ about social life included in the French
books are not introduced in the Japanese books. Thus we can see that

Japunesé téxtbooks lack so much vocabulary, pur(icularly involving the

.home ll(? Among the 58 words about people that are not mdudcd most

(36) rcior to oc,cupd(io”s as Table 7 shows.?’ ~In addi(i(m, Aklko Ide has

pointed out that very few of the words that me included convey much of

‘the culture oI the English-speaking. people. Of the ()lO words requiréd to

‘be taught.jn junior high schqol English classes by lhe Ministry of Education,

. : + .
only a very lew;cwords cannot be understood without explanations of English

30

speakers’ cultu Thus, Japanese textbooks lack much #ocabulary that

could convey cultural information about English speakers.

“TABLE 7

NUMBFR OF WORDS CONCERNED WITH PE()i’Lli

a b

~ French Japanese
Textbook Textbook a-b
— - .. . S e
Human Relationships : K - 2
Family i 19 14 ' 5
Human Bady R [T 20 IR
Occupations 58 22 36

*

Total . 128 67 / 58

- N L+
Source: Kazue Yoshida, “France-ni okeru Eigo Kyokasho-no Tokuchd {Charac-
teristics of English Textbooks in France], ”Gcnf{ai Eigo Kyoiku, Vol. 12,
No.5 (August, 1975) p. 16. Partially revised by the writer.

F -
|



e ) /
106 The Teaching of American Qubture in English Courses s
It is somewhat smprlsﬁ that Japanese textbooks still have few photos
. andd pictures and have little vocabulary pertaining to cphltural information.

French textbooks have a number of illustrations and words that describe

[

sitvations.  Since all of the series of Japanese textbooks have fewer Hiustra-
tions and less vocabulary than the l'"}cnch series, it is obvious that none ol the

» \ v
Japanese series has as much cultural information as the French series in terms ‘(

- .

of vocabulary and illustrations,
The studies of ju}_mr high school English textbooks were concérned -
. -4
with the volume of cultuval information.  The first two dealt with subject

J
matter and the last with illustiations and vocabulary. ‘They were not con-

terned with the quality -of cultural information and how accurate it was,
o Of course, they did not reveal whether any covert culture had been presented
at all.

Ogasawara’s Study.  An cmmmcr of texlbnoks at the Ministry of Edu-
o(mnn Rinju ()gas. wara, wvwwcd five lngllsh textbooks for seventh-grade
students (Book 1) tmm the viewpoint of culture and customs, The reason
he chosc\thc beginning book was that he wanted to show that a great deal

of culture was taught through such elementary textbooks. Therefore, the

main part of his study was a discussion of how cultural information was

. ’ i -
presented and how accurate it was in exeh textbook. . o 7
He chose eighteen points and digedssed them, These eighteen ppints . =

involved namey and occupational positions, conversations among Américan
people, the use of the national flag, the use of words— Iadu&and gentlemen,
frwnd uml jrwndly gn,,cnngs men and women, sharing work at home “
marvied students, the use of commands, house numbers, train stations, fences
around houses, furniture in living rrooms class schedules, world maps, ‘and

classes of objects.®'  His nbservntmm were detmled so that hwicked up

‘
.

ol
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' very small things such as words, scenes, parts of pictures, etc., andd he dis-

cussed their cultural relationships..

. His study revenled that each of the English textbooks provided much

PR

covert cultural information. Some of it was wrong Bt is not very obvious

- how much covert cultural information they contain. He shows only a few

\ Qsamplcs: there must be more examples than these of covert culture in
_‘} ti13§e textbooks, and surely a great deal in Books 2 and Jaswell. .

S:lmmﬂry. Thmuﬁh these five studies, we understand that some as-

’ ) 1S

o pects of culture are taught in English conversation classes at senior high

schools,  However, the exact cultur".ﬂ information in these-textbooks is nt

known, except for a few examples, and hothing c;(l)nccri\cd with English A

been studied. )

and English B In\g
English teaching at the juniot high level can be better understosd using

_the last fow studies. One unterstands what subject matter is prcsente(l~
through the textbooks. How mm:h culiural information is-provided by the
units and by other sections apart from the main text, and how glose such
cultural aspects are to Japanese culturg. Lven if these studies do not show
the exact volume of cultural information contained in the textbooks, one -
can estimate from the vocabulary and illustrations that there is much less
cultu;nl information than in the French#textbooks. Ogasawara made it clear
that cven beginning texthooks contained some covert cyltural information,
* and he discussed the accuracy of the cultural information. Therefore, we
- can estiniate 'what and Im»{ much is tanght ah«_)u( culture in English courses

at junjor high schools, and & accuracy.

How to Evafuate English Textbooks in Terms of Culture

K4
In the previous studies there were fwo major kinds of analyses of

ERIC .40
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108 The Teaching of Amerviean Culture i Fnglish Coursos

finglislk textbooks frof™the viewpoint of culture--objective and snl)jectlive_
The objective mothod pointed out what cultural mformation was contained
and described its volume--usuatly in tcrms.nf the number of*units, wnrq&
and illustrations.  The subjective mell,}nd ihvolved the author’s jmlgmcl;l
of_the acguracy with which the textbooks prcs-'cmetl cultural information
based on his experiences and his knowledge of the background culture of
bnglish.  The former gives a rough idea of how I'\NICh cultural information
is available and its subject mu'ner‘hmul latter gives an indication of what
covert culture is contained and how accurately the material is presented,

Both methods have drawbacks.  For example, the objective method
cannot show the actual volume of cultural infoymation except in . ternis
of the number of units.  How much cultural information i contained
in a single unit is not revealed. The result will only slmw.lhﬂ;cm"h it
counted has such cultural information.  This method also fails to show
how accurately the cultural information is vresented. On the other hand, the
subjective method does not show which subject matter or what kind of
cultural information is contained as a whole. However it does show I;u.w
accurately the material is presented in the judgment of the author. Both
methods have merits and drawbacks. the strength of the one l)éil\g the
weakness -()i" the. other.  Thus both methods should be adopted in the
analysis of l.".nglisI‘I textbooks, s

Another shortcoming of these studies is tfat the writers did not explain

how -such subject. matter categories were chosen, how criteria were- estab-

.
lished, ete. In other wQrds, we cannot know the exact procedures of (ug/
. /

5 J

N

studies.
+ Only a few studies show methods of analysis of cultural information in

foreigii-language textbooks. The writer found one study written by Elizabéth

o

RIC " S
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The Tenching of Amnricnn Culture in English Courses 'l()‘.?
v Joiner for evaluating the cul“mnl content of a foreign-language text.’® Her
study has four major sectians: (1) illustration, (2) texts coritaining material

of a culturil nature, (3):general questions relating Yo culture, and (4) supple:
. - ”

mentary material available from the publisher. Section 1 of the form for #,

valuation is” divided into three parts. The first is about types of illustrations

and thefr vo 1: the second is about th9 society rq;aresen!ed by ‘thc illus-
trationg; and the third, the shbjective evaluéntiow of “cultural information in
those illustrations. Section H con:zlins_thr(‘.e parallel parts on texts.-Section
111 has six questions that call f:).r examiners to give subjective answers con-
cerned with cultural information. The last section (-Secti.on 1Y) is on supple-
metitary material (see Appendix 1). The evaluation form tl t she presents is
very long, including many vague questions that call for subjective answers.
This torm does not classity items regard to the, culture involved; thus, a
revision of this form is necessary.

Using Joiner's “Form for Evaluating the Cultugal Content of Foreign
Language Texts,” ‘as a basis, the writer made a new revised form for an-alyz-
ing the cultural information in texts (see Appendix 2). The objective parts

of Joiner's form were ddopted first (Section 1, Part A, and Section 2, Part

. - o o v
A). The fon.%{ was used with only the addition of “portraits™ since .so

many portraits appear in Jap texts. However, contents of the latter
~ . .

.
_J

were changed. It was divided into two divisions: type of writing andrsubject .

matter, using many categories from Walter Powell's monograph, “A Check

3733

List for Americgn Culture on both of these and I"r%n Gladys G. Dot'y

and Janet Ross's Language and Life jn the U. S. A.3* on subject matter

only. This new form includes a checklist of culture with a big C, culture with

a small ¢,** practical information, and covert culture’® (see Appendix 2).

-~ . !
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Analysis of English Readers at Senior High Schools

The writer analyzed ten series of English readers in English B at senior

37,
n.

high scheols in Ja These readers are used for reading instriction in

English cowses. High school Fnglish readers were chosen because not many

studies of high school English textbooks have been made, anid these text-
books seem to contain more cultural information than do grammar and
composition textbooks. " In the choice of content for the readers, semantic
. .
meanings as welly as grammar ave considered carefully by the authors;

¢
however, in grammar and mmpmlllon lextbooks, sentegee structures are

mmldered hm semantic mes mlng% receive, less attentjon, )

Basic background information for the 30 readers is shown in Fable 8
(Nos. 1-8 of Appendix 2). No.l gives the full titles of the ten reader series
with theit abbreviations in parentheses for convenience in latter explanations.
Ther levels are shown as Books 1, 2, and* 3 for tenth, eleve;ltll, and twelfth

grade studer wectively. Nod lists the chief editors. No.7 shows the
; .

. , e b C
number off pages in each reader. No.8 shows the number of units in each

As two units, . .

« Appendix 2).  tow mmh American culture is containéd in gich réader

is described in No.9. The number listed does not mean units devoted com-

-

pletely to the United States, the Amcric"un people, their life, or other Aspscts
of Amenczm culture but refers to lhe number of units umtdmmg these ~

. elememts cither lhr()ughout or in part. Therefore, most of the Amenum

'3

culturzl information is found in these units,. ——

. . .
Hlustrations are very important elements of English textbooks to convey

. .

g « - . . .
essons have twn}liNexcnl kinds of teaching materials, so they are counted .

The rcsults of the writer’s (nmlyscs are shhown on Table 9 (Nos. 9-12 of
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the background culture of English speakers. Al illustrations, including
appendices and inside covers, are shown in No.10, and are clﬂssiﬁe:d in eight
categories. The ﬁg’g.ltes in parentheses indicate the total number of illust-
rations in each/gitegury, and the figures without them show many of those
,
are or seem to be concerned with American culture, most of which arg found
in the units *dealing with American culture. If the illustrations are not obvi-
ously related to American culture, they are not included in those numbers

without parentheses. Therefore, not all of the illustrations counted here

necessarily show American culture; only the nuimbers listed in the upper

-~
row indigate the number of illustrat nay possibly show American

~

- culture.

.

1 R
" Types of writing™and content are shown in No, 11, If the reader con-
tais such items, it is marked X, regardless of the importince and frequency

of the type. Thus, blanks in this section mean such items are not included

~ Evaluation of English-Readers at Senior High Schools

) The chief editors 6!" all of the readers are well-known scholars in English
Hnguistics, English literature, and English education. The editors botrowed,
aaapted, or abridged American or British works and prepareé notes . and
exercises fo_r_e.ach unit. Such notes are mainly definitions of difficult words, '
and the exefcises are primarily on grzﬁnmar and translation,

All the readers average . about 110 pages and are divided into 10 to 19

" units. Less than half of the units are concermned with American culture in

any way. Surprisingly, eight readers have not more than three such units. -

‘{\Il of the readers have illustrations in one or more of the eight classes.

n

All have one or two pages of ¢olor ;’)'hotographs'and reproductions, but 18

LR

T e . "
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‘1.12' " The Teaching of American Culture in Fnglish Courses
out of 30 readers do not have any clolor photographs of the Unitéd States.
Twelve readers do have them, but they are of famous places such as Yellow-
stone National l’ark‘or the Grand Canyon. Only Laurel No.2, New Vision
No 3, and New Age'No ! illustrate American school life and daily life. Some
black and-white photogrdphs and pu,turee are used, but many of them are
not concerned with the United States as the numbers indicate. And even
those 'illustratimls counted as such may be doubtful as indicators of American
culture. Snme may have been included only tor the sake of being pmstbly
related to culture.

"Not all readers are interested in.showing as‘much‘of American culture
as possible with illustrations. Only ““Unicorn' and My knglish put pictures
or black-and-white photographs on the inside covers. This is wasteful becal'nse

> "
ave Mmany pages and cannot atford to have many

Japanese textbooks canh(‘)t
illustrations in the main text und4r the present strict guidelihes‘ set by the
Ministry-. of Edycation, ‘

Many portraits are contained in readers, but other illustrations are not
frequently contained. Only 11 of the readers have maps of a pért or the
whole of the United States: Berter Guide, Laurel, Vista, .and Shorter have
no American {mips in any of their volumes. Moreover, only five readers
have reproductions of American things. Therefore, from the point of illust-

e rations, American culture is not introduced well. :

The main text of the readers was analyzed as to types of writing and
contents. The types are divided into ten categories: . dialogues, narratives,
essays, letters, 1 1cwspdper articles, folk tales, poems, novels, plays, and bio;..

- graphies. All of the readers contain essays, and most of them contain dia-
. logues and narratives. Every series of-readers has letters. Only Better Guide

" has a newspaper article. Visrf, New Vision, Shorter, My English, and Crown

%
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do not have much literary content. Every series except Better Guide. and
Crown include blographies., In summary, the readings in the textbooks are
thainly essays, with some narratives, including diaglogues. The higher level

rexders have more essays, ‘

ontents concerned with American culture are shown in Part B of

No. 12. English readers are often said to be too literatute-oriented, but they
8o not contain much American literature. Vista has none, and Crown and
My English have very little. American music is not well covered either, and
fou'r;‘-'series do not include it at all. Geoéraphy ‘i3 contained®in every sérids,
‘but four series do not include hpy American history iEven when such,_ele-
ments are oomamed, the covgrage is light. Therefore, the readers provide
little Culture with a big€.. T ' . . z} ’

N

Elements of culture with a small ¢ are not displayed enough either. All

. of the reader series do have daily life,.and all but Vista, Shorter, and Crown

have school life, but’ only‘)seve'n books contain minners and customs. Sur-
prisingly, none of the rcaders hhs nonverbal (;ommunication Measurement
is not described much or well in the main text of the readers, although 13
‘readers have conversion tables between the American system and the metric
system. Itis ifiteresting that oy My aniish No.1 includes clothing

'\nsufficient overt cultural fonnation on the_ Améircan people and the

"United States is ptovided in these 30 textbooks, as the writer has explained.
‘Some covert Americin culture was. found in each textbook during the
analysis. The ideptiﬂcation of these elements was made subjectively It is.

not’ easy to ﬂnd them; thus, they may be ignored by teachers and students.

Since the writer has not had a chance to look over the teacher’ 'S manuals

he does not know how such covert culture is taught in classrooms. HOWCVOI',‘._,_.‘W

judging from cdnversations with some Japanose studcnts and from ﬁis own
) 1" . - ""’ :
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~ experiences and background knowledge of English teachers, he finds that it

is commonly ignowd while grammar and transtation are emphasized.
Even in the high school b ‘nglish redders, which contain readings from the

United States and Great ‘Britain, there are almost no units that directly

introduce fhe Vnited States, her people, their life, and their culture, though

matlon is given on other nations. Some units cover theése areas

few photographs and pictures that describe An{érican culture: directly.
rer are there many such units in each textbook. Section (B) of No. 11
shows Yiat many textbooks have few Ainericauchltural elements; and even
those that™do present them in only a few units.' Fortunately, some American
covert culture) is i:’i)\ln;i, but. not much, and it is usually ignored and no
%l:sion, these readers do not have much American cultyre

with a big C, cutture with a small ¢, practical information, or covert culture,

‘and what tittle is ind\nded is not taught well, It is no wonder, then, that

- Japanese high schod‘l students do not learn much ‘about American culture

through these readers or through their English classes in high school.

Sumrﬁary

This study was conducted to investigate what and how much is presented

* about Anerican culture in English courses in Japan. There are two main

parts of this study: reyiew of previous studies analyzing English texgfooks /‘
from the. viewpoint of culture and an analysis of English readers gt senior /
high schools, - : '
The writer .teviewed five studies of senior high school English{ conver-
sation textbooks and of junior high school Ehglish textbooks. The former

introduced more material about Britain and thg United States, their people,

30 I |
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and their cultures. Most of the latter contain daily life, manners and customs,
but not-'rg any great degree; these texts lack some cultural items. They use
only a few illustrations and a limited vocabulary to convey cultural infor-
mation. They also have some inaccurate cultural information. )

The writer dnalyzed ten series of senior high school English readers

with a rovised version of Joiner’s evaluation form. This study found that

these textbooks are mainly™inguistically oriented and not culturally oriented.

Most of the readers do not have any units to describe the United States and

its people or culture directly. They contain only a little American culture

v injust afew units. They lack sonie important items of American culture.

They do not contain many things about America either in the main texts
or other parts. Even-the little cultural information that is given is not always
described accuratety.  As a resubt, high school English readers contain little
about Culture with a big C, culture with a small ¢, practical information,
or the covert culture of American people, and they do not present American

culture well.
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*This study was conducted at the University of Kansas in 1976 for the writer’s doctoral
) r
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confusion. Japansse words are undorscored and.transhations bracketed_tor clurification.

W ’ * .




The Teaching of American Culture in English Courses
- T

APPENDIX 1
'JOINER'S FORM FOR EVALUATING THE CULTURAL
*-CONTEMF FOREIGN LANGUAGE TEXT
EVALUATING T HE CULTURAL CONTENT OF
FOREIGN-LANGAUGE TEXTS -

1 . LN \

L]

4

Fomi for Evaluating the Cultural Content of Foreign-Languaﬁg Texts
LTy Title of Text: '

uthor: -
. Publisher an‘d Copy{ght date: ' .

Language and Level: ‘
This text is (1, 2, 3, 4,

) 1. lllustrations:

t

)inaseries of ______

¢

- A. Types of ilfustrations (Check those which apply.) .
1. photographs: black and white ______
color__ ____
2. maps____.__
‘ 3. TYacsimilies iof tickets, coins, letters, etc.) .. ..
o 4. \%t:)ons' and comic strips___.___
g 5. repraductions of works of art
6

line drawings _

N

B. Segments of séciety repr'e'se}\ted in illustrations
(Check those which apply.)

1. - socio-econoniic levels: upper_.._____ s

123
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2. age groups:
-3, sex:
4. life styles:

mark along the line

best expresses your

American Culture in English Coursog

middle___“_ .
lower
youth '
middle age
oldage
) male _____
fertale.

rural \

small towdd
;

. Overall impressior® of culture created by illustrations. -(Make d check

at the point between the two adjectives which’

evaluation. A check halfway between the two

would indicate a balance between two opposites.)

lllu§trations o : .

authentic ’ . ‘inautl_lentic' . i '
< .

historical_wm' L ‘ ' ' coptemqorary
active e . _ . still
quaint, roman,tic rq_alistic
inoffensive ' controversial . .
rep\rcséntative_ sel:ective T
formal ' informal

-
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, attractive . ‘unatilrilc'tive
T postive o negative
1. Texts Containing Maferial of aICuliilral Natu_t/e:
; A. Types of texts (Check those which apply.)
1. dialogues “seeded’ with cultural inforamtion and/or base_d on
situations typical of the foreign culture. .. '
2. special cultural narrativess -
N 3. explanatory ::ulmral notes_ . _ _;_ .
\ . 4. songs_ ... )
S, poems_.,_ I - ) -
6. essays___ .. __ 7 A s .
'. | 7. letters_ . = \ \
; 8. newspaperarticles___, . * .
. 9. ‘ * )
10 )
TR .
12. otfier (please specify)
r 13, other (ploMe s
B. Segments of sociefy represented in texts
‘ (Check those which apply )
- . l.. socio-economic levels: upper_.___ . -
a | middle_. "
; . | ' _ lower_ ..

.

2. age group: youth. .

3 .\

-
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middle age

old age
3. Vsex. ) male‘__
| | _femglew
4. life st_);les: urban
. ' 'rur'al‘#

C. O'verall impressxon of culture created by texts CMake a check mark

~a!ong the line at 'the point between the two adjectives whieh best, .

small town_

3

-

(mrws

L]

expresses your evaluation. A check halfway between the two wou,ld’ o

indicate a balance between the?w'd opposntes)

.
&

Texts

lively L ’_ . = dull *
r antiquate»d{_m e v . modermn

positive et e ) hegative

genuine ¢ . . fules\.

balanced . biaced

5

interesting , boring

fresh.anfi orig‘inal. . ‘ ' _stereefyped

superficial . ey _Bffoun:i

happy . ] . ead

s
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. wor!c S ., play
Serious.” . \ , . . light

l

111. General Questions Relating to Culture:
1. List the foreign countries whose cultwre is described or illustrated
_in the book. \ ’ -
2. In your opinion would this book tend to (rei.nforc'e ﬁeéaﬂve
stereo-types of the foreign people? ' '
Yes( ) No( )

3. Do the authors of the book seem to consider culture an lnt'egral

. .
S

part of language study or incidental to lt?:z
‘ lnt;iral( ) Incidental ( )

4. Is uxltural xqaterial presented in a fggmented way (bits and \
pneces here .and thore) ot Is it unified around pattems and themes
of culture (pattems of politeness, leisure activites family relation-

. ships, etc)? _ '
- - . : 3 Fragmemod( ) Unjfied ( '-)
S. Does this book compare and contrast tl;e foreign culture with

- American culture? " ‘j o

e | - Yes( ) No( ) :

5 6. Al things consldcred the presentation of culture in thR'ogok is

poor () fair( ) adequte ( ) good ( ) excellent(c_).

, " ‘

e T

"~ IV. Supplementary Material Available from the Publisher: -

1. Does the Teacher’s Manual contain §peciﬁc suggestion.i!'for the
teaching of cultire? -

© Ya() No() .
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: 42, Llst aupplementary m*aterial keyed to the book such as ﬁhhs, »
e _fil strips flash cards and ‘the like. . e ;. L
: 3, Would' your school be able to pur, these materials‘? ' —y
j ; .:_L. . S o Yesg No ( ) |
- . APPENDIX 2 - el B
. . " - o ) ~ :
] : ~ S L e . C : .
 +KITAO'S FORM#FOR EVALUATING THE AMERICAN CULTURAL . * !
“ " CONTENT OF E'NGL!SR‘ TEXTBOQKS IN JAPAN"® L :
: . . R e i e o
{. Title of the ,Text; ce ‘ M,,..- , h"l
2 ‘uvol‘ . . . - . ’“ N
3. Authors” | o ~<- d ﬂ@‘
4. Publishers - 7 /,. //,7 e T ‘%
"MS. Date of Publicattoc e e L. - _' ¢
6. -Price o f o T, O '
7. Number of Pages o - e ; ," :
., 8. Number of Units 5 v . s I\f“:f_ v Q
9. Number of Units Ipclyding Referenccs to America . -
10, ustrations of Parts of thrc United States and'American Thirigs. * + " i
- \;\Photographs Lt ™ N~ L o, ‘l‘
. i. Color - < | IR
T . Blackand white . ' . 3 i
e b Drawings S - . el {.‘.L;
o o . .. M.ps | o e ‘ o ' ST * " y
‘ © d. Cartoons ' ., R B ﬂ T
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} Lt .
Q

_¢.  Reproductions

f.  Portraity

.‘ /Otller : '. . ‘ \ Y . Y e ‘
117 Texts Containing Material (‘m\ceming American lture

A Types of Writing -~ . - .

[«

e -

+

a. Dialogues “seadeti” wiﬂ'l cultural information and/or based .
) ~on“Armerium situations 7/ :
. b. " Narratives, * ‘ ' B ‘ _ S
\ c. Essays L
d. Letters |
.t e NewspwperAdides R
- f.. Folktales oo . o
g - Poems o ’ : ‘
, h. gNovel Segments -4 " a
r i. Plays’ o T -
‘ Je Biogryhies. y . ' “~ t “
B... Centent .-‘” I - 3
. ‘a.  Music \ ’
/ "*b. Literature \

. Poems ( _ "
Notels | ' A _' |

Plays o | Co
Geography -
History . - . ) -
"Da'ily"ufe | '
School Life -

Manners and Customs
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‘ . h. donverbal Communication
Verbal Communication Media ' -
E b

T"ime

e

i.
b © " j.  Measuyement
k.

1. Events (Annual)
m. Transportation
n. Clothes ‘ -

Sports . I .

0.

" y P Money . . )
' g. Names \ t ,
i B FOOAL L e e

4 - 12 Appendix 3 e @
‘ a. Poems ' ,

b. Tables of Measurements N .
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