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ABSTRkCT
.,

,

Tte report liescribes the :Western Illixcii University
.'
0-6 Interdisc.iplinary Early Childhood Handicapped Personnel Training .

Project (WIC' 0-6 Project)--a mcdel project designed tc demonstrate

innovative metIods to:fill personnel needs for early childhood

..we -hatc.dicatved-programs:.1.te _project i.sa 2.smmesterpproiram..,to train.
*irk professional educators in.the 'Competenbieti4that wilr-inable them tiP

work with handicagped.ckildren fro! birth to 6 years cf age in a

. ,variety_of service delivery setti.ngsv"and.employs faculty, from five

.academiC fields important to the edacation of young,hindicapped .

. .1

, children: .apecial education, elementary education., hose economics, ..

physical edUcation, and.psychclogy. Three issdei.are addreMsed by the 60

:prograM: state personpel.needso.teacher preparation needs4,,and .

,*.handicapped children's needs.4,articipation.based, the program 46' . .

- provides the opiortunity for t!ie immediate testing end validation of
theoretical construCts. Preliminary data indicate.that the describedr .

model is prdviding project graduates the necessary skills to be
,
,

effective teachers.of young handicapped children. (OLB):,..
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INTERDI.SCIPLIAW EARLY CHit..DHOODI HANDICAPPED PERSONNEL TRAININti
r

'Stanley SwartZ
Special Education Depactme40.
Western Illinois Universi

Macomb, IlUnols 61455 '

5097298-1778

Basic..to the servjce And treatment for handicapped children is Ilse. '

tenet that early identification andintervention can minithize the lorig'
.,..,

,
.

'

, term effect the handicappihg condition will have
.

on the child. Reco01 4
-T 0

.

A p
.

tion slIk.this tenet emphasizes the importan& ofuthe avaiflabikity. of . .

#

4

S.

personnel trained to work,with young handicapped children. There is

presently a crkfical shortage of early childhood handicapped personnel,
\,

46w 16

and early childhoo d handicapped training programs. The Western Illinois

Universiti 0-6, Interdisciplinary ,carly Childhood Handicapped Personnel,
V.

-, / A
,

Prai 'ng Project (WIU 0-6 Profject) is'a model udlect designed to.

Cs

,

....

demo strate'innovative methods to fitl personnel needs for early child-
%

hood. Indicapped prqgrams.,

41r.
Project Description'.

Overview 1

The WiU 076 Project is'a No sembiter, participation-based pripram,

. .

., .

-
. .

.

..- ,. ...:4. .

,,.

designed,to train professiOnal educators in the Competencies that will
.)

i.,,
.

. - , .,.' 'r,-....
.. .,

A

enable them to work with handicapped chIldren from birth to six years./,, '
)

e

y .,

.
.of. age in a variety,o( seOlce delivpry settings. ,The-prOjfct is e

;

. .

'00

.!, I.. .
.

.

.m..t
, A '',' . .

.thterdigaplinari with faculiy from fivp academic fire-partIsphtsi (rcial
.

, '-t
. " Y: -

tr . ,

education, elementary education, home economic's: hystcat e#ucatiO0 and.
:r..

.
.

,.
,-; . ...es

. . . ,,.

psyZhology), representing four of the collegee at Westprn.411inois _

4 .

.
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University. .
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Ape project is a fifthlepr program consisting of*two major
,

.

.,
. .$

compodtnts. Depending yponitheir major area-of emphasis, students.may'
. . #
,

l , . * .

.

be.either seeking preschool handicapped ceritifIcation or specifie skills
. . . - -

. .
for working 4i0ii the young handicapped child ot leading toscertWcation.

..
4.

. Using a comprehensive sAt of competencies, project completion results
.,,

.

.

/ -

in 10inois Type 10.certification (special Aducation
.

) or Type 2 Certifi4.

44 '

.
.

0

catiom (early childh:00d) for students in those fields. Students in ,

, . . i .

. ,
. .

, ,sopOort.areas (phyOcal education, speech pathorbgyl.home'economics,
.

411.

%
psychology) also acquire competencLes for 4pecialized posi-tions in the

V

eerly Childhood handiCapped field:. . .'

( --....

.
c . -.

, ,The WIU D-6 Project addresses itself to three vital issues: state
. u.. .

. .

personnel nfeds, ted'her preparation needs; and ultimately, handicaped
.-

.

% .

xhirdren's needs. Focusing on the young handicapped provides'peitsonnel
. . .'

A- %,t() '" ,

wh can develop prograMming for infants, toddlersi.,an e 3-5 yeii,oldd°44tV

a / . ..,t

. (V t
range, depetiding on the age emphasis in the employing school *district.

fli t .
A

. * .

lnteedisckplinaty le- .

. .

,

I
The project's interdisciplinary focus represents a)cross section of

. .

limportant professional areas
A.

add breadth And dimension to the
.0..: .

t.
.

: . . .

) development of personnel training. It is recognized that professionals'
.

.

..

in fields othep,trff,specipreducation andSearly.childhood,educatton _
e-, a 4.:.) .

1
4 I

.havoi.empeTtise regarating the' problems,,of the youag-handicapPed OnethOt .,.

thu.

-

' i.L ' '
;!.: .

.

.:,.,

.1110'are actively-InVorved with tfiAe problems:as they 'relate tottheIr.
,. ,

.c.f
yt. . __

,
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A.

1

6,.*Facully from five

make substantial

A

, .
4,

ertments share instrationel responsibility and
. , I

rea specific content Amntpributions. The division.of

la6or Cen be sum ized as folibws: Special Education r characteristics
4

of the young handica pped cliild methods and materials for early child-
Apo .

. ,

hood handicapped, psychoeducational diagnosis and evaluation, aftd
. .

f

behavior management; Elementary Educapon - eai-ly childhowl philosophy,
. 1-, ,

curriculum, prgani4, adfillnrstPation, programs, and developmAnq
,T.

,

Home Economics child development, family relations, and nutrition;7--- )1 Y - ...? * ( A* .

.
-4
.

.Physical Education - motor development, ;daptiverphytical\activities,
..

. ,

movement training, an4 kinesiology;. Psychology -*child development,

measurement 'ond.evaluation, 'child anomalies, and chifidhoodlpsycho-

pathett-gles.
4.

. A.
,

% The functionsrof the Project faculty. include development.itistru
,.

tional strate6ies designed so that' the studentsican gain the apPropriate

competencies. The Project faculty team Is also resp nsible for

sypervising,stu'dents in practicum sitgs, work)ng4eratively wIth the

staff in those sites and proOlding in-service training where. needed,
7

, he Proiect faculty is involved in team tea0ing, cooperative planning.,

tevailuation, develooment of new materials, and recruitin9 students into

.. , .IS ,v.,,, ? l' '
l

.

. ' 1

r4"
A...

.spAtt rai eclika flont ,,,;(14 1 ettiena ry' iducat iOn* .anA hys 1 ca:,.#e*ducali*.Cm (thoughikr
,. t. -4 f .

. t .. 4 ... '.' ....P. - ,.. #
.

p, . .

the )program.

:viDften within the university strutt1.111c, praessionaliwith-over-

0.$ 'V

.lapptrv orcoSIplemOtary Operthe work indepredently of one another'

,because of prbsrammati.edesigfu *Not i this true, of fields like

,! .

A.
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. *4

. 4.t 'IA'
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all- three are .teacher raining programs) but it is Particularly the *

case with fields not lirectly rnvolfed in teacher education such as

.

home economics and psychology.. The VIU 0-6 Pcoject.provides not only

a foruM for Vie exchange of ideas and' techniques relating to the young
.

.hanalcapped chi la Mt aloan oppo'rtunity for students training In
. , .

the project to Kaye .the.benef4t,of a broad t(nge of interests, orienta-

tionsi. and knowledge bases.
-

Partrcipation-based

The project i s rac t ca 1 IRaktd. 0:11'..frqgce.#4.yellc, ipc44sed,.7palitt-4---
7 4'4

Cipation in various practicum site. Practicum sit,s tnCllide;

pretChool handicapped classrooms in the Counties lurrounding kstern

t lanais Univert i Cy; regionat, fettle ra Ilr fUnded,,...ttome-basea, 6+3
' e

training program. for the infant handfcapped and their parents; a

center-based ph:1,-am for persons from zero to adulthbod (including

i
approximately 150 Preschool ch4ldren) who are'develOpMentally-disabled;

area.-day care centers for normally developing children*; a'bniversity .

../

I.

class.roOm for three to fi ve yea es..61 ds and. Un vers i ty Chi I d development

nursery school.. All students participate in the two University
,

faCi I i ties aS wel I aS the area day care centers to gain. exper:Ience with. .
, , " . ' , .

tiii 1 dren whose development .is relatively typical. The project insures, ,
- .1.... . ... .

'carefyl plac'ement of students ,in practicum sites 1"1 relationship .to
. .

, . . .
,-

their,previouscexperiences, their;major area, and their spetific needs,-,, .--*...... :Lit.

ih

4

, '

" I

t

4

i ,.. .. jat, l ., ..,,,...
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.

Tv1p6 semdsters-cohlblne.coursework and practical work with adldren .

_.; at the practlicum sites, an opttional semester is an internship .

. .
..

. .
. . .

frequently spent on-site in" he same cooperati.ng agencies or programs

. . ,
that served as prpcticum sies. The project emphasizes that pro-

.

fe;sionals in a varietii of settings are inv61'ved in the necessary
.

intervention for .young handicapped children. Graduates of the project

can funct ion in the lol lowing areas : commun ty inental hea th. agencies ,

nurse schools, day c'are centers, recceation programs, Physical

education, ipecial 9;4Iucation classrooms, community agencies offering
.(

$ :-.SPeci a l i zed prOgrartis; atidF ttut are faCi iies. r
. ,

. .
. .

.

The project phi lpsophy is one that calls for extensive 'practical:

experlence with young children, bath handicapped and those that are

',...develOpring,nornil).y-. gather Ulan concentratilfg cOursivik.at ',the

beginning of the project and practical experience at the end, as is
-

the case*withmany typical training programs,d)practical experience`with

children ts an integral part of a41 phases of the WIU 0-6,Projeet.:

. Such a program design. trovides the foll

can conduet .ongoing evaluation:of cour
,..

practical:experiences to Match student sie nstrated competencieS.;.
A

.g oPportunities'iek 1)' Faculty
-.41

fferings _and' content and

2 y. the' s imul taneous i nvo 1 vement i,n courseWork. and

a practical framework in which to test and. validate
.

. 4.- /
constructs; 3.) extensive pre-service experience 1.that as been tailored ',

.;!;:-

; to. fit ihdividual .nee0 should.,resUl t in professional kivis .

.?..
,..,

.

eXtensive than-werally antiCCpated forlihtry level; a d 4) students

lel dork can provide

theoreti cal

7

.

.0
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experiencing difficulty in.the fieid placements can be counseled

early to re-assess
110

Competency-based
.

The-project ope

of each student can

career aspirationt and expectations.
. .

1
, l's

fates on,,the assumption that the unique preparation

.
be determined and'analyzed, aad thpt individual

students will enter the project with different experiences and will

s.

.--nossess different sets of competencies. These competencies will be
, , . .

allowed for when the studene'sprogram'is developed.. Decision-making
, .... -..

- .
.

.
.

...

-,! regarafing the* deyelopmeht 6f a "sYudentrs-prell%orinclUde the student,

the project faculty, observers of the student's work with children

and'parents, gnd practlium tites,personnel: Course,content and,

competencies.haye been ptanned toomeet the needs of certification, as

well as the practidat.needs of prOgramS fl'or handicappea Young ch-i'ldren.

Aprimary goat ofthe.project was the developmentrOf a comprehentlye

.set of cOmpetencies for training personnel to Ata1.,w1t4 the very young
t t-11

-child. All students contract for and attain:competencies to work with

the young child ln.an effective manner. These competencie's are
ef

4

4. .cquired from experience Withhandicappea and normal Chil4ren as,well
.

.

as from a. thorough 'knowledge base of developmental .concepts and

-..

,principles. .
.

i.. . -4.4.,,,.,... .. ,
..,. 4..ii -4

x'13'
. .,

-"'-'' The
competency-basec:racavities.cteagned

for..the project neceSsaflly .

.
4

11C:': IV..

--, 4

assume that-although students. are enrolled in regulax...university
,.,;,,

.

'

courses, the nature of fheir courseWork is aifferent from the

.,.

cutomarily bxpected daily lectures. A .Comp4enshie set of .
, .

.;

.#

. .

t.

A



competencies niceis'ary

.

Viieffedti-,:ve planning and managing of

educathna I envi ronment for young handicapped 4chi ldren have beet:2

delyeloped for each 'project 'area represented by the five academic
S. .

disciplines; special 'education, elementary education, home economies,

'phySical educatioh, and p.sychology. Four elementS are necessaey in ,

orde'r to eval uate the Student' s .peogress and siMul taneously. eval uate

the judged effectiveness Of e:aCii rb.lect. component. The procedures

for/ accomplishing this evaluation are as followsP .1) the.obtaining of

knowledge and..skill indices regarding ctass activ.ity within the.
.

conteict of various, tyPes of instructional,. onents; 2), tirvassurence

that each student and his or her Tqspectivie faculty members and site

Supervisor know what knOwledge.or perforInce competency Is expected;

3) the -evaluation-of each student con.tinuously as he or she plcovesses
.i-.,...i:. ,

.

,
....1

., .
: .

v ,

through his or her pre-planned ilfrogram;:..4) tanif the eval.tiation of tke.
# i,,.

effectiveness of the competency-based program, with s muttaneous
. ' 4

judgement's by the .tigient, the facultrmember, and the 4te supeorvisor:.
...

Meeting the .indivi.dual t raining needs of.pre-service personnel and
,

the hi.gh skit 1 leVei attainment thip fa9i litate is reasonable', .1

astura ce that the necessary..professWnal'coMpetence' to provide 'for. the
- .

Jndividua needs of*young handiceOped children-will be reached...,.'ProjecC
.

.

'activi.tia are a4so an effective *livery' system toProVide additional

skills 441cdaelYs h4ldhood handicapped education to practicing teachers
/ .

'end ,graduate Studenti..
. .
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4 .S.

Stierary.
A.

. .

a

*The Prdject is a teacher education.program with.the
.

i)rinciple Objective'ofNlesigning and implementing a training model for

personnel:to work with multi-categorical handicapped children from

birth to six years of age. The project is unique in a number of

different ways. First, it is interdisciplinary and represents a cross., .
- . )1Section of professional fields important to the education of young

handicapped children. Second, the project is progressively partici-

., pation-ba5ed and provides th, opportuphy, for,- pile lairnediate *testin.g
)14 ' .' . .

.ahc), vaI idatiorwe theore cal constructs. Finally, the project is
)1

1
. .

competency-based: Course content'and methodol6gY.are developed inib.
1

ale

precise competencies that allow each student to determine his or her

StrengithS.and weakneSses arid.clevelcip the approPiiate tralning:probram.

Preliminary data indicates that the described model is providing

project graduates the necessary skills to be effective teachers of

yOung handicapped children. 'It is anticipated that such. success will.

encoutaige the use of the Western Illinois University 016 inary

Early Childhobd/Handi"capped Personnel-Training Project as a model for,

children.

.t.
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