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. ABSTRACT ' _
The bulletin Ieports on a survey studylng birthplace
and Janguage characterlstlts of persons of selected 1=ian.orlg1ns \
living ip the United States'in spring 1976.. Usipg data from the .
Survey of Income and Education (SIE) conducted by tbhe Buredau of the
Censu nd the National Center; dhe documenit. studies Chinese,
- Japan . Korean,. Pilipino, and Vvietnamesé Anoilcan The objective
is tc relate nativity to gurrent language exposure and usage. Data
was cbllected from 160,000 housebhclds in ipderendent samples from all-~
50 states and Uashington, D.C. Findings show-a wide variatign between
ethnic groups on all counts, and that: b}rthplace is related to .
current language exposuge and usage. Findings show that? 1) 57% o d? b
~ those studied were born in Asia, ranging from 333 of the Japanesegto
", almost all of the Vietnamese; 2) 66% of the subjects live in
Asian-speaking. households arfd 40% spé%k their mcther tongtue; 3) 60%
of the United States-born Asians live in househ«clds speaking Asian
N languages, as compared to more than 80% of the forelgn-born, and 4)
95% of the Asians who speak their mcther tongue as:a primary language
were born abroad. However, fewer than half of the fcreign~borm use
_the Asian language p:in;gily. The bulletin notes the data sourcte, SIE
" related reports, percentagg of error, and terw definiticns. Six
tables conclude the report shcwing sta@ietlcs for each ethnlc group
and its language characteris*ics including persons sith .
English-language backgrounds; with Asian-language backgrounds, in’ ~
*  English-omnly housq}olds, .in Asian-langquage households, with English ) ¥
usual 1nd1v1dua1 lahguage, and with Asian usual individual language.
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j I BIRTHPLACE AND LANGUAGE CHARACTERISTICS OF PERSONS OF CHINESE, JAPANESE, KOREAN,- '
@ PILIPINO AND VIETNAMESE ORIGIN IN THE UNITED STATES SPRING. 1976

Y A
* p\_Ove; two mi lion persons who identified themselves as Lhinese; Japanese, Korean, \
! +i Pilipino* and Vietnamesq were living in the United States in spring 1976, according
C:)to Marie D.~§ldridge, Administrator of the National Center for Eduyation Statistics.
LLlThe largest’ single group within this total identified itself as Japanese -- 620,800.
; This was the only group in which a mdjority of the members was born in the United -

States.
v

! .
! . 2 . ,
; - These qipa are derived from the Survey of Income and'Educat{on‘conducted nationwide '
“by the Bureau of the Census und the National Center.  Among other items, the survey
covered the birthplace and language characteristics of the persons surveyed, per-

'mitting detailed examlnation of selected groups such as the selected Asian groups
‘listed above. N

. * }
N . .
7 ,

¢

SELECTED ASIAN ORIGIN GROUPS »

i
-

Among the Asian groups studled Jdpdﬂ&he, Chinese and Pilipinos nambered more than
half a millioﬁ?ﬂéch , In addition, there were well over 100, OOO each of Koreans-and /

Vietnamese. \ r i
- ‘o * . ] .
Origin » Numf)( T of ersons -~
Jriglin, . ¢ P
. S .
% Japanese : . 20,000 | ~
N . Chinese t o J78 000 5o ~
Q . Pilipino ' . 554,000 :
) . US DEFARTMENT OF WEALTH.
< Korean 175,000 snucnmuwe/s‘f-/e\'
: i Amese { NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
~ - .. Vietnamese ¢ 129,000 RIS
-~
~NJ R s THIS DOCUMENT MAS BEREEN REPR
. fotal . - . 2,057,000 DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FRC
. t THE PERSONDOR ORGANIZETION ORIGI?
\% - ATING 1T POUNTS QF viEW QR OPIQQON
STATED DO NOT NFCESSARILY REPR,
v)

' - A SENT OF F1C 1AL NATIONAL INSTITUTE O
M : EDULATION POSITION OR POLICY
. .

} v

*The terms '"PLlipino" and "Filipino” are often used interchangeably.4 This
(Teport uses "Pilipino " : ,// v, )
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‘ NATIVITY

Though they f&ve in the United States, 57 percent (1:200,000) of those studieq,were
born in Asia. In this respect, the Japanese contrasted sharply with the other
groups. Nearly three-fourths of the former were born in the- United States, while'’
sizable majorities of the other groups were borm abroad. In all, two~thirds of the
Chinese and Pilipinos and four-fifths of the Koreans were born overseas. Almost
gll Vietnamese--one of the newest immigrant groups in the United States--were born -
in Vietnam. S ' <

LANGUAGE, QRIGIX AND NATIVITY !

Two thirds of the people studied'lived in Hbusehold§ in which Asian languages were
spoken. Nearly two out of five usuelly spoke their mother tongues, thoughv the pro-
portion varied from@roup to group. For example, 90 percent of Vietnamese lived in
Vietnamese-speaking households and 60 percent usually spoke Vietnamese?.whereas only
40 percent of Japanese lived in Japanese-speaking households and 14 percegt usually
spoke the language. S , . y

A person's birthplace wag related to his currént\ language exposure and usage. Among
U.Sn—born‘ﬁsiané, excluding the Japanese, about three out of five lived in households
in which Astan languages 'were spoken. In contrast, mozge than four out of five Agianél
born abyoad lived in such households. pmong Japanese, the difference was even greater.
‘Fewer than a third of‘U.S.-born Japanese lived in Japanese-speaking households, but
nearly 7 in 10 foreign-born Japanese did so. Among Asians who reported speaking their
mother tongues as their usual languages, all but about 5 percent were born abppad.
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‘Among thes foreign born of the, Asian groups studied, fewer thgn half usually spoke-

the Asiah language. ‘However, the gkoups varied considerably. Nearly two-thirds of
"the Vietnamese adQ_Chinese usually SpogeAthose languages. In contrast, fewer than

a third of the Pilipinos born in the Philippines reported ‘that they usually spoke a
Pilipino language. '

In Asian-}anguage households With A;ian usual langugpge
. . . . ]
, U.S. born Foreign born ( U.S. born Foreign bo;h |
. ’ ~
' Tatal 44.17% ' 82.5% 3.3 - 48.3%
. ‘ «
Chinese " 60.8 % 901 (XY < 60.6
Japanese ; 29.1  » 68.» 3.5 43.4
Korean 62.9 - 79.9 (*) 49.6
Pilipino 57.5 ~78.3. (xy - 32.2/(
Vietnamese (*) -+ 90.8 (*) 64.2

*Base. number fewer than an estimated 15,000 persons

SOURCE OF DATA .

A

ihe Survey of Income apd Education (SIE) was conducted by the Bureau of the Census
n spring 1976. ° Xhe SIE questions on language background &nd current usage were
« developed by NCES, which provided partial financial support to augment the SIE .sample
. and to add the language {uestions. ' . . '
The survey sampfé consisted of independent samples from allk SO‘SCQCes~aRE the District
of Columbia, totaling about. 160,000 occupied.households. For methodologicgl details
™ about the SIE, see "Assessment of the Accuracy of the Survey of Income ' and Fducation"
(report to Congress as mandated by the Education Amendments of 1974, submitted by the
Secretary of Commerce and the Secretary of H?iiégs Education, and Welfare, dated
January 1978). '

J : , L .
‘ J RELATED REPORTS
1 N l \/ | ( /‘
. The SIE provides, for the first time, State estimates of current language usage as-
v well as language background. In party the SIE helps.to satisfy a congressional man-

date to NCES (P.L. 93-380, sectlion 105) to report the number of school-age childreit
and adults with non-English-language backgrounds who have limited Fnglish-speaking
ability. Companion bulletins'have recently been released on place of birth, geographic
distribution, age distribution, school progress, and dropout rates of language
minorities in the United States; and on place of birth and language characteristics

e - . ' :
of persoif of Hispanic orjgin in the United States.

A future report to Congress, as called for in P.L. 93-1380, will provide an estimate

of the number ‘of persons with non-English-language backgrounds who have limited-

English-speaking ability. Co ’ : . .
- . ¢ } (\ . . ’

~ . M L . -*




) // ' ) ’ .

I L \ ' ° . * : - \

g%formationabout NCES activitie® in thlse areas may e'bbtai‘fd from Dr. Dorothy
aggoner at (202) 245-3397. f )T '

. ' -

- . ) TERMS' USED IN THIS REPORT =

1

Selected Aslan Orjigin. Persons of selected Asian org§in (Chinese, Japanese, Korean,
Pilinino and Viathamese) were identified on the basis of aNguestion’ asking for the
self-identification of the persof’'s origin or descent. Respondents were asked to
select their origin, or the origin of some other household member, from a flash
card listing ethgic origins./ Persons selpcting more than one Asian origin, or an
Asian origin and a non-Asian origin, e.g., Japanese and-English, gtre.recorded

under "Another group not listed". The dstimatesg of persons of Asffan origin from
the SIE do not, therefore, include children in families in which only one garent s
Asian,. ¢ '

District of Columbia, Puerto Ricbv, or another outlying area. Fgreigh-bortipersons

-

,Sativgtz. Native~born persons gre éhose who ware born in one 6f the 50 Sg’pes, the °

‘ard those who were born in a foreign country.
Language characteristics. Language characteristics were determiged“on the basis of .
a’series of ques%inns about mother .tongue (the language usually /spoken in the home-*
of*a person aged’' 14 or older during childhood), the usual housghold language,” any
other language currently spoken in the household, and the language usually spoken -
by*an individual household member aged 4 and older. -

-

Engl ish-language background. The background of 1) 'a pénson 14 years pf age or older
with Enjlish mother tongue currently living #n a household in which only English is,
spoken, and of 2) a child below 14 years of age in an English-only household.

- . P \ » . '
#£nglish-only hpusehold.* A household in which English is the only language spoken.
7 “'““ ———— , . R

Selected Asian-language houséhold.‘ A household in which Chinese, Japanese, 'Korean,.
-a Pilipino lénguage or Vietmamese is spokeh either as the usual langyage qr the
segond_ household language. : ' ;

. . . v

Wsual individhal language. The language ‘usually i&oken by an individual four years
of age or older.” If a selected Asian language, the language is eithergainese,
Japanese, Korean, a Pilipinerlanguage or Vietnamese. The Individual .anguage ques-
tion was not asked for children younger than four.

~
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" TABLE ] .-~Fstimated Number of persons of selected Asian ofigin in‘the‘dﬁiteﬂ States,
a y place of birth and langugge characteristics: .spring 1976 - -

< . - -
-
~

Lo - ‘ - (Numbers fn thousands) {‘~', .k e T
: . . N - . ] ' Al A = —*
.- . . ‘ Foreign born , . :
. ‘Language = ‘v Native » . . Il A
L . Total bors ’ C o '  Philgs- N V4
harad¢teristi a SN . e ) . -
}‘S- eris 8 \ . _‘ Total China - .Japan , Korea pinegffi Vietnam Other

A

¥

F
L}

Total  1/2,057-.° 879 - 1,{M 04, 161 , 140 367 *127 *—95(R

- : , SRS
th. Engddsh~language - - ’ ¢ , .
Mackprounds: - 404 372 33 (*) (*) ) L () (*) (*)
ﬁith\selectéd‘Asian - . ' . . ' ’ | N
language backgrounds e : . '; R
' 2/1,633 496 1,137 303 155 134 - 349 125 70
In-Kgglish-only - . : ,
houdeholds 259 108. 151 19 42 21 51 (*) (*)-
L ‘ R '
In Selected Asian T ‘ ‘ . . . . '
language backgroundsg T ‘ )'
/\\\\ ' ' 3/1,361 - 388 973 282 113 112 289 117 59
With English usual . : | o ( | .
individual language - ' : _ T ' X
60 374.' 74 40 - 40 167 . + 26 27
With selected Asian '
" usual individual . -~
/! language ' ‘ . |
599 - 29 5%9’ 203 69 68 121 - 83 27

—t — M-
*Fewer than an estimated 15,000 persons
1/Includes an estimated 14,000 persons with non-English backgrounds other than Chinese, Pilipin

Japanese, Korean or Vietnamese and an estimated 7,000 whose ldnguage backgrounds were not ascer
tained. | - | :

2/Includes an estimated 13,000 pegsons in houscholds in which non-English' languages other’' than
Chinese, Pilipino, Japanese, Forean or Vietnamese were spoken. ‘ ‘ .
3/Includes an estimated 6,000 persons whose usual Individual. language was other than Chinese,
Pilipino, Japanese, Korean, Vietnamese or Fnglish, and an estimated 148,000 persons whose
usual- indivddual language was not ascertained. .t C

NOTE.--Detail may not add to totals because of rounding. A

SOURCE: Survey of Iuncome and Education conducted by the Bureau of the Census, spring 1976.

o
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'~ TABLE 2.--Estimated number pf persons of Chinese origin in the United States, by place
r‘of\birth and language characteristics: spring 1976 - o ,
/f | - ' T 0 - | , f
' Xi ' "3 (Numbers in thousands) . ' /
e~ ;
N . ‘ ] - B ' A 1 K
Y o . ' ' Nativs\_ l§\¢x’FﬂrS}gn born
Language - : Total born Total =>China Other
gbﬁracteristics - ' L , : . ) ! T\
Total « . 1/ 578 - " 194 383" 302 81
. \ ' ' . - . . M .
With English-language \ ,
backgrounds ‘ - 66 . A R G B o (%) (*)
! ®
With Chinese—lagguag€ T ‘ : o ' C,
backgraunds 2] 504 - - 128 s 376 39} _ 74
In English-qnly - AU - ,
( ‘households . 41 - 11 . 31 - 21 10
N i b ' . ‘ .c«' . !
‘%" In Chinese~language : | ’ , : .
‘ households 3/ 462 s 345 - - 280 63
* 'With English ' oy o, S o
usual individual— _ o o o - '
language mz o, - 74 - 103 T 74 .29
- ,.. . ) ., 1 ‘ _ . ¢
/*  With Chinese usual s o S |
individual lan-. i ' \ \ <
‘ guage . . 242 (*) . 232 : ‘ _ 31
. 3 : . !

.

*Fewer than an estimated 15,000’§Ersons. :

"1/Includes an estimated 4,000 persons with non-English-language backgrounds other than
Chinese and an esyimated 2,000 whose language backgrounds were not ascertained. ‘
2/Includes an estimated 1,000 persons in Kbuseholds in which non-English languages other
than €hineseé were spoken. : -

34Includes an estimated 4,000 persons whose usual individual language was- other than
.Chinese or English and an estimated 26,000 children younger than 4, and 13,000.other
persons whose individual language was not ascertained. .’ :

NOTE.--Detail may not add to totals because of rounding.
“SOURCE: Survey of Ipncome and Education conducted by ‘the Bur
1976.

t ) N

. - 3 ‘ _
. s s .

eau of the Census, spring
. . )




TABLE 3.—-Eatimated number of persons of Japaneae orfgin in the
United States, by place’of bixth and language characteristics:
spring 1976 . ' :

*Fewer than an estimated 15,000 persons_ *

P
1/Includes an estimated 1 000 persons with non-English language backgrounds
other than -Japanese and aﬁ estimated 6,000 whose language backgrounds‘were
not ascertained.
2/Includes an estimated 6,000 persons born abroad elsewhere than in Japan.
Bancludes an estimated 1,000 persons in households in which non-English

?languages other than Japanese were spoken

4/InclUdes an estimated 8,000 children younger than 4 and 15,000 other F
persons whose individual language was not ascertained.

NOTE.--Detail may not add to totals because of rounding. .
SOURCE: Survey o0f Income and Education conducted by the Bureau of the - -
Census, spring 1976.

) AT 8

) . : , o, e )

?

. o
! ﬁ.n . - ' . . ‘
' . ] ) > ‘ o (Nuﬁbers‘inf;houaands)
Foreign born
Language | Total Native X ' : . .
characteristics . born - Total Japan © ‘
I -n *
- L . s
Tot;E . : 1/620 454 12/L66 158 - »
" With English- language L,
backgrounds : 241 234 C(®) (*)
With Japanese-language o ¢ o _
* backgrounds ‘ 3/372 215 157+ 152
In English-only . ' o
households 127« 83. 44 43 .
‘ - A N
In Japanese-language) ' ‘
households - - 4/245 132 113 .109 F
With English usual co - .
individual lan~ . ‘ ) .
guage P 134 97 37 37
With Japanese ysual ‘ € R
individual lan~ . e
guage _ o 88 - 16 72 69
\ - ’ ‘ ~ =

\

A
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TABLE 4.——Estimatéd number of pgrsons’of Korean origin in the United States,
by place of birth and language characteristics: spring 1976
f [ ] .

T
g,

Language

4+
<

(Nﬁmbers in thousands)

Foreign Ibom

Total Na;iGe ’
characteristics born Total " Korea
Totgl . 8 44175 Y35 2/139 133°
With English-language ,
jbackgrounds 17 (*) T~ (M) (*)
- K ' :
With Korean-language . )
'backgrounds 157 24 134 ‘\428
’ ‘ )
In English-only . ‘ » .
 households 24 *) . 22 22
nt S~ - /
In Korean-language -
households 3/134 22 - 11r 106
With English usual N
individual lapguage 46 (*) ™ 39 ) 39
With Korean usual 7
individual language 69 (*) < - 69 65
\ : & . ¥

A

*Fewer than an estimated 15,000 pérsons.
1/Includes an estimated 3,000 persans with non—English language backgrounds

other than Korean.

2/Includes an estimated 6,000 perscns born abroad ou
3/Includes ‘an estimated 1,000 persons whose usual ind
other than Korean or English, an estimated 17,000 children younger thah 4
and F,000 other persons whose individusl. language was not hscertained.
NOTE.--Detail may not add to totals because of rounding. -

SOURCE: Survey of Income and Education cgnducted by the Bureau of the

Census, spring 1976,

de of Korea.
idual language was

‘ |
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TABLE 5.--Estimated number ef persons of Pilipino origin in the
United States, by place of birth and languagE characteristics: -

spring 1976 ~m
Ai. ‘ (Numbers in thousands) .
. . , 4
Ldnguage ° ) \fg : ) Foreign -born R
- characteristics Total Native o -
. born’ \'" Total Philippines
- : Jf ~ ‘ .
To'tal 1/55¢ . 186 . 2/369 364 .
\ ‘ .
With English-language ' -
backgrounds . 76 63 Vo (*)
With Philipino-language N | )
backgrounds 471 121 ' 350 ' 346
' . ‘ ) ~
In English-only Y .
households- 74 13 - 61 _ .60
N\ ‘ . ' .
In Pilipino-language - .o
. households §V3?7 107 g 289 .+ . 286
With English usual
individual language 222 54 - 168 166
With P{1ipino usual ' L | L, -
individual language 123 - *) ‘11,9‘ 119 .
, ) ,

- .
<

*Fewer than an estimated 15,000 persons.‘ N

: 1/Includes an estimated 7, 000 persons with non—English language backgrcunds

T other than Pilipino.

2/Includes an éstimated 2,000 person® boram abroad ‘outside of ﬁhe Philippines.
3/Includes an estimated 37 000 children younger than 4 and 15,000 other personq5
whose . individual language was not ascertained.
NOTE.--Detail may not add to totals because of ‘rounding.
SOURCE: Survey of Idcome and Education conducted by the Bureau of the Census,
spring 1976. ! ( . '

7-A i0

"



a .,
y TABLE 6.-—Estimated numbers of persons of Vietnamese itigin in the

‘United States, by pigce :of birth and language characteristiCS'

spring 1976

[y

’ -

. , .
.
: .
Al * .
. - .
.
. , ,
-} - A Ps
a . - . s
.

& ~ ,
P [ »
, ~ Qe E(Numbé{-in thousands) ‘
: , . . . .. ' « N
i Languege - - . fatél ) , Born in -
" characteristics : | ) : Vietnam
. Total S 1/129 . 120 .
With Vietnafiese language backgrounds ~
2/124 17/
In Vietnamese-lariguage S N ' D
households//t" 3/116 . o 109
With English usual individual .
1anguage ] 25 ’ . 25
With Vietnamese usual indivjdual ' ‘
languyage 4 . 7 L 77 '

4

1/Iacludes an estimated 9,000 persons born in the United States and an
estimated 4,000 persons with .English-language bgckgrounds.
¢ 2/Includes an estimated 8 000 persons in Englieg—only housgeholds -
‘ 3/Inc1udes an estimated 13,000 children younger than 4 and 1, 000 ‘other
.persons whose-iwdividual language was not ascertained. ¢ ¥4
NOTE.--Detaii may not add to totals because of rounding.

. SOURCE ey of Incomejand Education conducted by the Bure u of the
. - Census, spring 1976//{, _ « o ?i
~ ' -
- ’ 9
3 . -
7"B T
LN ) ) é !
c\"’ . . -
) i
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~ SURVEY OF INCOME AND EDUCATION-
APPROXIMAIE STANDARD, ERRORS .OF .ESTIMATED Nuunsxs-/
. , TN
N e . Size of estimate . " Standard error
‘ PR 15,0000 *- . , " 9,000.
o~ LY .. .
= 25,000 ° - L 11,000 -
50,000 « . . 0. v e 16,000 E
Y o+ 115,000 .. , , 19,000 , :
, L | . s | .
N 100,000 22,00 -
B _ 150,000 ° - - : . 27,000 |
v roal + 250,000 - | « 34,000 .
- ' ) 500, 000 _ | . 50,000
e B 750,000 : . ( " . 61,000
. \ , . } - ’ .
, 1,000,000  _ - N . 70,000
g t - .. 1,500,000 . - - 86,000
- ‘zgsoo,doo Co 110,000

1/ These standard errors, provided by ‘the Census Bureau, are based on some
distributions from the 1970 Census and on some fdctors derived from other-
_ sourtes, not inﬁir9ct“calcuiations from the sample data. When direct
. ‘calculations are made, it is likely that most Of the standard error estimates

. will be somewhat lower. - .
. : . . 7/ . d
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