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ABSTRACT .

A college level Southern studies ccurse, team-taught .
by a history professon and a speech ccmmunication professor and ' -
designed'.to intégrate the study cf history with the study of publlc
address, is described in this paper. After pointing out the
~ interrelation of public address and its historical and political

ntext, the paper lists the topics of the five course modules: the
impact of the Civil Rar on thg South, the South and the,Depression,

" the "New South," the blacdk’ experlence, and the South today. It then
explains how the instructors work together in teaching the course and
suggests that the approach is well suited to other topics and eras.
.To provide examples of the approach used in the ¢ourse, materials
from two modules are ineluded in the appéndixes. A reading list of
Jgelected references that place Southern oratory in the context of

outherf history is also given. (GT) .
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TEAM TEACHING HISTORY..AND PUBLIC ADDRESS - - .

. *

L

’ NS {
. An experimental program which ineorporates various human-

istic disciplines has been instituted at'the University of Séuth

-y

Carolina at Aiken. One aspect of this brogram;ié.the creation of

)

. . : - s, 1
a new team-taught course whiph combines the study of history with

the study of publXic addxess. Thig article describes the approach
. . \ '.\ ' ) s
and advantages of the 'course. .

¢

. As gpeech teachers know;’speeches can never be analyzed in
. "\ : »
isolation. .The study of .public address requires an understanding

of the historical and political environment surrounding the speak-

. . 4 Pl -
ing event.', When examining a’'speech, one is not only looking at

-

'_the rhetorlcal dev1ces,usggkby the speaker, but also the ideas

P’l‘m
ey,
and .abilities of the speaker, the eve ts*%hat lnfluenced the speeCh,

- and. the effect of the speech Because ‘one cannot study public

address W1thout understandlng the,hlstorlcal context, a course
taught by a h1story professor and a speech—communlcatlon professor

pmgymgps. n ideal forum for analyzing the rhetorlc of a Speaker or

S

MRS

of soc1a}

f’\ Iy . . . ¢

Ihe coursé 1s>"Southern Studlies: The Last Fi'ty Years,"

.

- .
”

"which is degsigned to give the students an ipterdisciplinary know-'

ledge and underStanding of the history and thought of the Amerlcan

l
e

South. The course consists of five modules, each derllng W1th a

‘paitfcular.aspect of the post—l920 s South: (1) the\lmpact of . the.

Civil War on the SOuth, (2) the South and the Depres 1on, (3) the

vements. ‘ : . ' S

¢




'Ed" Smith, Thecdore.Bilbo or Huey Long, e _students receive a

~understanding of the needs of the audlence in the depressed South T

~ spective. = : _ \ N NET

P "Although this course.is in Southern\Studies, thefapproach" i

an’ hﬁ

- ' ) - N ’ -2- . . . + ) - : ‘\
"New South", (4) the Black experlence, and (5) th¢ South today.
/

‘The hlstory 1nstructor prov1des hlstorlcal background whlch lays .

. the foundatlon for, an 1ndepth-rhetorical analysis. The communi-'

. - - -
cation 1nstructor in turn analyzes ‘the Speeches and helps the

stgdents to undérstand the refationshlp-between the speaker, audi-

- [

ence and the forces, 1nfluenc1ng the speech, and thus‘pdds know—

%

ledge and 1nslght into the hlstorlcal events. ,For_example, by
Y

examining speeches,of some Southern demagogues_such as "Cotton

VlVld plcture of the at‘jtudes of the.speakers as well as an .

L]

of the 1920's and 30 s. By examiming speabhes of Martan Luther | }

King and Stokely Carzlchael the students are presented’ w1th pri-
C

mary sources' that a urately depict the turToil of the 1960's | Lo

and the desperatlon and hope of the speakers.

Hlstory and.speech communlcatlon instructors are actlve

part1C1pants ‘in all sessions and attend all_classes. Class ses-

sions generally consist of a discussion .or a'brief-lecture planned

by ‘one 1nstructor followed by a dlscussron period led. by team

members. Guest speakersu;mov1es, and dramatlc presentatlons are. Q

> ’ / ]
also used in the class to provide-a more 1nterd1sc1plinary per~'“

~ ' . K4
< .

& : . . »

is equaldy well sulted to other topics and eras. For example, an

’

analy91s of the Speeches of Dempsthenes Wllllam Pltt Danlel

Webster, Wlnston.Churchlll, or Adolﬁ Hltler could _ive students .

l‘ "'
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an opportunity to equs

BEtting that can be obtained in nefother way. Speeches are

'study of history, and their
2

N

Adropping in enrollment -thys mandating some cﬁrriculum‘changes.
. ) o

’

Incorporating humanistic disciplines in such courses provides a

) ’

refreshing curriculum change which the students at this insti-

tution have welcomed.
: 3

-

“history. students to the.criticism of
public address. ‘ft ma\y small colleges and universitiesfand at

most high schools, enr llments do not Justlfy a separate course
) S 5

1‘ the hlstory and cr1t1c1sm of.publlc address. This_teamhtaught

N\

course has been in the best 1nterest of both the. students and

" n o

speech communlcatlon and hlstory dEQC1p11nes. PR
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- To provide examples of the approa¢h used in the course, materials from two
modules are igcluded in the Appendixes. A selected reading-list which places
‘Southern orat ry in the context of Southern histbgy‘is also given.
_ ' \.
« Appendix .A The Rhetoric of Southern Demagogues '
Apbgndix ' The Rhetoric of Civil Rights Leadé&s
Appendix Selected References 'in Soufﬁern Oratbfy
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_ Appendix A~ t% ' : '
T Southern Studies : The Last Fifty Years

Module 2 - The South -and tﬁe‘Depfeeé{on'ul_

N

“ .. B ‘. e . .. . . -
~  The Rheipric of the Southern Demagogue S R
. . .. | . ’ \
- Specific Topics: C _ Q ’
Outline: ’ )
‘. I. The Nature of the Demagogue . | B e
' A. Definition , . o - .
Bo MethOdS ’ . ) - , , * V o "- ¢
.II. The Nature of the bémagégue's'Audieﬁce : I : . ..“
. . - . . , . . .
III.® The Use of Speech'as a Tool to Gain Power T T
A. The Importance of Speech to the Demagogue _ : SN
B. The Use of Logical, Emotional, and Ethical ' R

.Appeals in the Speeches of Demagogues

.

IV. Case Studies of the Rhetoric of Southern .
Demagogues X
.. . A, "Cotton Ed" Smith of South Carolina
. . B. Theodore'Bilbo of Mississippi
C. Eugene Talmadge of Georgia
D. Huey Long of Louisiana

‘Readings: Hochel, Sandra.. "The Rhetoric of the Southern Demogogue,"
Unpublished paper, quversity of South Catolina at Aiken, :
1977. . - / : ' . "
| Qeestions: What is a demagogup?
What contributed £o the rise of demagoguery in the South?
_Describe the nature of the demagogue's audience. -
) : " Why 1s speech particularly important to the demagogue?

-

Discuss ,the demagogue's use of logical, emotional, and ethical
-appeal in his speeches. _ - _ 3

- Discuss specific appeals-Smith,-Bilbo, Talmadge, and Leng used.

What contributéd to Long's success as a speaker?
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- Appendix A continued

University. of Iowd, '1953.

. séegch (1954), 16-109.
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v Selected References '

*

PR it

. Bilbo, Theodore: Take Your Choice: Segrggat%bn or, Mon
Poplarvillg, Mississippiv Dream House Publis ing Co.,

Bormann, Ernest), - "A Rhetorical’ Analysis of the National Radlo Brdaﬁ- .
casts of Senator Huey P. Long." ‘Unpublished Ph. D. diss rtation, State'

T "Huey Long Analysis of a Démagogue/

Ueuisoh Ronald H. "A Rhetorical Analysis of Speech L by‘Seg:egationists
in the peep South." Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation,
1961 : . .. '

»
. .’ - -

Haun, Martha Womac#. "A Study of Demagoguery: A G itical Analysis’ oﬁ
the Speaking of George Corley Wallace in the 1968 residential Campaign.
Unpublished Ph D. dissertation, University of Illinois, 1971. ’

A

ﬁgey, V:?' Jr, Southern Politics. ‘New York~ Random House 1949

Beacon Press, l954.
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Koo

Larson, Allan: "Sduthern Uemégogues' A Study 1n Charismatic Leadership
Unpublished Ph D. dissertation,\Northwestern University, 1964.

Luthin, Reinhard Ametican_Demagogues: _Twentieth Century. Bostoni

)
f

Michie, Allan and Ryhlick Frank. Dixie Demagogues.. New York: Vanguard
Press, 1939. : Ry - M -

2]

Minnehan, MQlly "A ?heoretical-Rhetorital Study of the Nature of Dema~

' goguery: Huey Plerce Long, A Case Study.! Ungublished Masters thesis,

© San ﬁancisto‘ State College, 1963,

-Raum, Richard and Megsell,-Uames.f "Wallace and;His Ways:, A Study of

the Rhetorical Genre of Polarization.''y Central States Speech Journal,

|25 (1974), 28-35. - T

- }
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1933,

'Smith,-Webster. The Kingfish, New York: Putnam's Sons
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- o s _Southern Stddies': &he Last Fifty Years"

j. ‘7': Module 4 - The Black E§per1ence‘

4 )

| The Rhetoric of Civil Rights Leaders '
Specific Topiés: . - SN\
I. Martin Luther King as a speaker - , "
" A. Use oflogical, emotional, and ethical appeal
it his speeches - .
. B. Language usage ’
C. Delivery .

- =

© T IT. Analysis of fI Have A Dream' and other speeches
~ C ' o : % - -
III. King's rhétoric in contrast to the rhetoric f Black Power -
adyvocates ' N _ - ]

Readings: Martin "Luther King,: "1 Have A Dream," speech transcripb
‘ -¢ited on The Annual of America, 18 (1960-1968) pp. 156-159.

R

Martin Luther King, "Report to the Tenth Anniversary Con—
., vention of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference,'
. a speech transcript distributed by the Southern -Christian
. v Leadership Conference, 1967. - .
. . Robert Scott, "Black Power Bends Martin Luther King," in
* Rhetoric of Black Power, ed. by Robert Scott and Wayne :
Brockridge (New York: Harper and Row, 1967), pp. 166-177.

‘Arthur Smith, Rhetoric of Black ﬁevoiutiog, (Boston: Ailyn
and Bacop, 1969) PP« 16-23

Arthur Smiﬂhl "The Black ReVOlution, 1954~ 1973 " {n America
in ContrdVery " Yistory of AmericanAPublic Address ed. by
. Dewitte Bolland (Dubuque, Iowa. : Wm. C. Brown, 1973) pp. 371-
~388. " '

\
— <

‘Supplemental material for“in-class use:

A .
16" mm Film "'I Have'A Dream...' The Life of Martin Luther King,"
. Bailey Film Associates, 1968

e . ¥
Record "Voices of Black Protest" (eXCerp;s of speeches by _
e Martin. Luther King, Malcoln X, Eldridge Cleaver, apd- *
Stokely Cdrmichael) Educational Audio Visual Inc., '
. 1970. : .
Audio Tape "Martih Luther King Speaks: OPresidential Address 1967,"
. Southérn Christian Leadership Conference, 1967.

L4
v

)




P
*

(particularly "L Have a Dream" speech)

Appendix B continued

.Questione:

|
Analyze King's use of logical, emotional, and ethical appeals in his speeches
1

”
A

. Analyze King 8 speeches in terms of his language, and delivery (particularly

"I Have a Dream' speech).

Analyze the themes, language, and appeals used by the spokesmen of Black
Power. .

How did the rhetoric of Martin Luther King differ from the rhetoric -of Black,

Power advocates?

Discuss the differences in connotations of the slogans used in the Civil
Rights” Movement .

&

'_l s ) ‘ ’ } . | .- : 3 | ! .. "M




Appendix C . g - .

SeIected-References.in Southern Oratory

Braden, Waldo. "C, Alphonso Smith on 'Southern Oratory before the war.'"
Southern Speech Communication Journal 36 (1970), 127 -~ 138.

. "The\COncept of Southerd Oratory A Selected Bibliography.

__SOuthern Speech Communication Journal 29 (1963), 141 - 145,

~

"The Emergence of the Concept of Southern Oratory. "o

Southern Speech Communicat ton Journal 26 (1961), 173 - 183.

. , ed. Oratory in the New South Baton Rouge: ouisiana State,
University Press, 1978. ' . 4

L

td
-

, ed. Oratorgﬁin the 0ld South. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State
University Press, 1970. '

-

. "Southern Oratéry Reconsidered: A Search for an Image."

: Southern Speech Communication Journal 29 (1964), 303 - 315“

Cooper, Stephen. "The 'New South' .ﬁyth and It% Southern Propagandists.
Nort] Carolina Journal of Speech and Drama, 6 (1973), 27 - 31.

‘Dickey, Dallad:  "Were They Ephemeral'and Florid?"

Quarterly JOurnal of Speech 32 (1946), 16 - 204,

. d
a4 v

Y

. .Gaines, Francis Pendleton. Southern Oratory: A Study in Idealism. University

- Quarterly Joummal of Smeech‘9 (1953), 451 - ¢58.

P

Alabama: University of Alabama Press, 1946 P .

® .
Hesseltline, William and Eubanks, Hénry L. Jr. "0ld Voices in the New South."

3

Kearney, Kevin. ."What's Southern about Southern Otatory?"
Southern Speech Communication Journal, 32 (1966), 19 - 30.
A .
Saxon, Johm D. ‘;Ebgtemporary Southern Oratory: A Rhetoric of Hope, Not
Desperation.” Squthern Speech Communication- Journal, 40 (1975), 262 - 274.

M ’

[XY
-

/

o | o

3\




