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TEAM TEACHING HISTOitY AND PUBLIC ADDRESS

SANDRA,HOCHEL

. An experimqntal program which 9neorpora.tes various human-
4

istic disciplines has been instituted t.the University of South

Carolina at Aiken. One aspect of thi;s progrmi the creation of

u
a new team-taught course whiFil combines the study of'hi'sLtory with

the study of pubZic address.. This article describes the approach

and advantagep of the'course.

As ,peech teachers know; speeches can never be analyzed-in

isolation: The study of public address requires an understanding

pf the historical and political environment surrounding the speak-

ing event..',When examining a'speech, one is not only looking at
APL

the rhetorical devices,J6Iped by the speaker, but also the ideas
"4"*C-Llir

and,abilities of the speaker,,the eve-rin.-that Influenced the speech',

and.the effect of the speech.

address without understanding

Because one cannot study public

the#historical context, a course

taught by a history ptofessor and a speech-communication profes'sor

n ideal forum for analyzing the rhetoric Of a speaker dr

of socia vementS.

The course is "Southern Studies: The Last Fi ty Years,"

which is designed to give the -students an, interdisc plinary know-

ledge and understanding of the history and thought cf the American
;

4

, South. The course consists of five modules, each d 1_ing with a .

tparticular.aspect of tile post-1920's South: (1) the\impact of,the .

Civil War on the South, (2) the South and the Depres ion, (3)-the



0
,

"kw South",p(4) the Black experience, and (5) ti4 South today.

"The history instructor provides historical background which lays ,

-
4

_the foundation for,an indepth rhetorica analisis. The communi-'
. . 4 a 4

i

cati
.

bn instructor in turn analyzes the speeches and helpg the

stirents to understand the retationship between the speaker, dudi-

ence and the forces.influencing the speech, dnd thus 4adds know-
.

ledge and.insight into the historical events. For example, by
.

0.0

examining speeches. of'some Southern demagogues such aS "Cotton

Ed" Smith, Theodore Bilbo,. or Huey Long, e studentp receive a

vivid picture of the altitudes of thelspeakers as well as an

understanding of the needs of the audience in the depressed Smith

of the 1920's and 30's. By examining spe&hes of Martin Luther

King and Stokely Ca ichael, the students are presented' with pri-

mary sources that.ac urately depict the turlloil of the 1960's

and the desperation and hope.of the speakers.

History ihd 'speech communication instructors are active

' particiPdnts
,

in all sessions and attend all 5.1asse§. Class ses-

sions generally consist of a discussion,or a brief leCture planned

,
by one instructor followed by a discussion period led ,by teaM

membets. Guest speakerst movie's, and dramdpic presentations are,

alio used in the class to provide-a moreinterdisciplinaKy.per

I.spective.

Although this course .is in Southern,Studies,, the/approach
./

is equaltly well suited to other topics and eras. ,For'examplq, an

a,nalysis of the spegches of Demosthenes, William Pi4e Daniel.
/

Webster, Winston Churchill, or AdOlf lye students
,

Aistorical understanding of the speaker, thd 4 dience, and4the

.
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setting that can be obtained in no*other way. Speeches are

iTraluable primary sources in t 'study of history, and their

analysis, by a speech communic ion instructior adds a dimension

not popsible in a traditiona history'course.

Ristory odurses,ila m y colleges and lunimersities are

dropping in enrollment th s mandating some curriculum changes.
%

Incorporating humanistic iscipliees in such courses provides a

refredhing curricultm ch nge which the students at this insti-

tution have welcomed. eam teaching with history also provide44

in opportunity to expos histoty.students to the criticism Of

public address. At ma y small colleges and universities and at

most high schools, enrollments do not justify a separate course

ix

s.,

the history and crthcism 'of Tublic address. This team.-taught

course has been in the best interest of both the,students and

speech communication Od history di6ciplines.
1
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ples of the approach used in the course, materials from two
cluded in the Appendixes. A selected readinvlist which places
ry in the context of Southern histocyls also given.

The Rhetoric of Southern Demagogues

The Rhetoric of Civil'Rights Lead13

Stlected References'in Sou hern Oratory
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Appendix A,
."

Southern Studies : The Last fifty Years
. ,

.Module 2 - The South and the'Depteasion

qr

Th4 Rheteric of the Southern betagogue ."
A:

Specific Topics:

Outline:

I. The Nature of the Demagogue
A. Definition:
B. Methods

.II. The Nature of the DémagOgue's'Audience

III.' The Use of Speech as a Tool to Gain Power
A. The Importance of Speech,to the Demagogue
B. The Use of Logical, Emotional, arid Ethical

Appeals in the Speeches of Demagogues

IV. Case Studies of the Rhetoric of Southern
Demagogues
A. "Cotton Ed" Smith of South Carolina
H. Theodore'Bilbo of Mississippi
C. Eugene Talmadge of Georgia
D. Huey Long of Louisiana

Readings: HOchel, Sandra. "The 'Rhetoric,of the,Southern Demogogue."
Unpublished paper, University of South Carolina at Aiken,
1977.

Questions: What is a demagog ?

What contributed o the rise of demagoguery in the South?.

Describe the nature of the demagogue's audience...'

Why ie speech particularly important to the demagogue?

Discuss the demagogue's use of logical; emotional, and ethical
-.appeal in his speeches.

,Y111

Disouss specific appeals Stith, Bilbo, Talmadge, and Long used.,

What ccintributed to Long's success as a speaker?

r
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. Appendix A c9ntinued,

Selected: iteferences

2

.Bilbo, Theodore. Take Your Choice: Se r at bn or Mon elizat on.
Pop1arvi11 e4 Mis8i80.1ipp14- Dream.Hotise Publishing Co., 947.

."' "-',Aormann,' Eins6,,, "A. hetorical'Analysis of th-e:Nationa 'Radio Brdati
f casts ofSenator kuey p, Long." Unpublished Ph.D. diss rtation, State,

UniversAty. of Iowi,'1953,

/.

,4
. "Huey Long: Analysis of a Ddmagogue." Today's

Speech, (1954), 16=109.

. .

Denisoh, Ronald H. "A Rhetorical Analysis of Speech s by Segregationists.,
- in the Deep South." Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, Purdue University,

4

Haun, Martha Womacic. "A Study of Demagoguery: A d itical-Analysis'of
the'Speaking of-George Corley Wallace,in 014 12968 residential cadatign."
Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, UniVeisity,of Illinois, 1971:

21,
, -

4ey,
1

Jr. Southern PolitiCi. New York.: Alandom House, 1949.

$ Larson, ,"Sduthern bemagotues: A 'Study in Charismatic Leadership."
Unpublished Ph.D. dissertation, No'rthweitern University, 1964.

Luthin, Reinhard. Amefican Demasogues: Twentieth Century. Boston:
Beacon Press, 1954.

Michie, Allan and Ryhlick, Frank. Dixie Demagogues., New York: anguard
Press, 1939.

Minnehan, Molly. "A Theoretical-Rhetorical Study of. the Nature of beina-
..?

goguery: Huey Pierce Long, A. Case Study.P Unp,ublished Masters thesis, .

San li-ancisto State College, 1963.

Raum, Richard and Me#sell, James.' 'Wallace and His Ways:.. A Study of
4

- the Rhetorical Genre of Polarization." Central States Speech Journal,
'25 (1974), 28735.

-Smith,Vebsttr. Thp.,_Kingfish. New Yo k: Putnam'p Sons 1933,.
(. -

-

.

,



..

b

4I

!
4.

.4(

'Appendix .B

.Southern Studies : The Last Fifty Years'

Module 4 - The Black Experi ence .

The Rhetoric of Civil Riglits Le'aders

Specific Topies:
N,

I. Martin, Luther King as a speaker

A. Use of'logical, emotional, and ethical appeal
id his speeches

B. Language psage
C. Delivery .

I

II.. Analysis of "I Have A Dream" and other speeches

IiI. King's rhetoric in contrast to the rhetoric of Black Power
advocates

Readings: Martin'Luther King',;"I Have A Dream," Speech transcript,
-:dited on The Annual of America, 18 (1960-1968) pp. 156-159.

.

Mart in Luther King, "Report to the Tenth.Anniversary Con-
vention of the Southern Christian Leadership Conference,"'
speeCh.transcript distribUted by the Southern Christian
.Leadership Conference, 1967.

Robert Scott,'"Ulack.Power'tends Martin Luther.King; in

Rhetoric of Black Power, ed. by Robert Scott and Wayee
Brockiidge (New York: Harper and Row, 1967), pp. 166-177.

'Arthur SmiCh, Rhetoric of Black Revoiution, (Boston: Allyd

and BaCon, 1969), pp: 16-23..

Arthurl4Miihi1,"The Brack Revolution, 19541973," in America
in Conq0Very-: History of AmericanLPublio Address, ed. by
Dewitte *nand (Dubuque,. Iowa. : Wm. C. Brown, 1973) pp. 371-

388.

Supplemental material for-id-class use:.

16 mm Film "I Have(A Dream...' The Life of Martin 'Luther King,"
Bailey Film Associates, 1968.

4,

.

. i

Record "Voices of Black Protest" .(excerpts of speeches by .

Martid Luther.King, Malcoln X, Eldridge Cleaver, anti-'

Stokely Carmichael), Educational Audio Visual Inc.,

1970.

Audio Tape
0

"Martin.Luther King Speaks:'fPresidential Address 1967,"
: Southern Christian LeaderShip Conferences 1967.

;
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Appendix B continued
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Analyze Kines use pf logical, emotional and ethical appeals in his speeche4.
(particularly "I Have a Dream" speech). q

.
.

V

Analyze King's speeches in terms of hls language,,and delivery (particularly
. "I Have a Dream" speech):.

Analyze the themes, language, and appeals used by the spoke5men of Black
Power.

How did-the rhetoric of Martin Luther King differ from the rhetoric-of Black,
Power advocates?

Discuss the differences in connotations of the slogans used in the Civil
Rights'Movement.

.

*.

o
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Appendix C

Selected.References in Southern Oratory

Braden, Waldo. "C. Alphonso Smith on 'Southern Oratory before the war.'"
Southern Speech Communication Journal,'36 (1970), 127 - 138.

t "The-Concept of Southerd Oratory: A Selected Bibliography."
Southetn Speech Communication Journal, 29 (1963), 141 - 145.

."The Emergence of the Concept of Southern Oratory."
Stutherd Speech Communication Journal, 26.(1961), 173 - 183.

, ed. Oratory in the New South.. Baton Rouse: Louisiana St.ate,
University Press, 1978. 4

, ed. Oratory" in the Old South. Baton Rouge: Louisiana State

University Press, 1970.

. "Southern Oratery Reconsidered: A Search for an Image."
Southern"Speech Communication Journal, 29 (1964), "303 - 315i. 4

Cooper, Stephen. "The 'New South'40lyth and It Southern Propagandists.".

NOrtb Carolina Journal of Speech and Drama, 6 1973), 27 ..- 31.
, _

'Dickey, Dalla.O.0 "Were They EPhemeral"and Florid?"
Quarterly Journal of Speech, 32 (1946), 16 - 204,,

Gaines, Francis Pendleton., Southern Oratory: A Study in Idealism. University
. Alabama: University of.Alabama Press, 1946. $0

B.esseltine, William and, Eubanks, Henry L. Jr. "Old Voices in the New South."

Quarterly Journal of Speech49 (1953), 451.- 08.

Kearney, Kevin. ."Whatla Southern about Southern Otatory?"
Southern SpFech Communication Journgl, 32 (1966), 19 - 30.

Saxon, John D. "C temporary Southern Oratory: A Rhetoric of Hope, Not

Desperation." Sout ern Speech CommuniCation-Journal,'40 (1975), 262 - 274... .
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