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mss comum:cm:on AND THE POLITICAL PARTICIPATION .

N : \ 4
oF BI.ACK AMBRICANS . . \(\

l
)

_ The potent:lal role. or mess cammnication has been neglected in ac~
ounting ror the r:ls:lng levels of po].:l.t:l.ba.l activity among black
‘,-‘ Americans since the c:lvil rig'hts movement of ‘the 1%08. In the past
tvo decades & number of s&i&l researchers have saugnt socia.l-‘
structura.l and psycholog:lcal explana.tions \for bleck pol:lt:lca.l pa.z"- v
t:l.cipet:lon ’ ,often 1.nc1uding exposure to the ,news media. as one of many - /
‘ | dependent va.r:ls.'bles, ra.ther than ‘as e.n) important intervening va.r:la.ble
s . in the process nnking a.ntecedent conditions to pa.rt:lc:lpatiom. The v
e:np:lrical :lcture tha,t ha.s mierged (;‘rom these stud:l.es he\s been wea.k
a.ud mconsis ent An most respects.‘ 'l'his\‘pa.per proceeds from the as-
| . mption that xna.ss camnmication ch.n be viewed a.s an agent, ra.ther than
o simply as one of many :lndices, in the fostering of black polit:lcal
B .z‘l’j" '.participe.tion, / | f _ |
- ‘ Beveral bodies or data document the recent h:lstor:lca.l increase in
overt black polit:lca.l act:lv:lty. Verba' & Nie (1972- 258) round ‘that
‘:’b\;.eckg ha.d treiled vhites at ea.ch edu.ca.t:lona.l level by 2-1 and 3-1 .
~ ratios in the mean nu;nbe{r of. campaign acts reported in the 1952 and
. 1956 naflonal election' studies, but Efl the 1968 and’ 1970 studies these |

’ differences had disappea.red at every educat:lonel 1~eve1 and bla.cks

_slightly exceeded whites :!n except the: college-educated stra.tum

. Panper (1975 121) found tha.t 3 or wh:ltes bnt only 22% o bla.cks o
reported attempting to influence somecne else in the 1960 ca.mpaign H
g o, ’:I.n 1968 the corresponding percentages were 33- 32 g d in 1972 32-33

” m 1960, 69% of whites but just 48% of bls.cks said they. cared much .
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~ ' about thw election, in 1968 tl%s expression of inte;-est wa.s given by °
—59‘— 1s—but—76%—of—b]:acks—8me—gaps—though—closing, renm:m
For le,” 82% of whites but only 53% of blacks reported voting for

i)

President in 1966 .in 19%2 this was reduced to a 7’4 65% difference :
_(Pomper, lé"{b"& Olsen (1970) compared data from a 1957 Detroit sample ‘

Ay
o

' o and a 1968 India.napolis sample ; not only %rere black-white diffei'ences
) gsmaller in lﬁé but when he controlled for socio-ecqnomic sta.tus black

' participation 1n most respects exceeded that -of whites in the: 1968 ;
' 3 AT ‘ P Y . v~ , \
. '\u‘vey. . -"1. B J ) . / . ) : ‘
‘ ! 'B/' ' . ] . v
[

I The ﬂinding that socio-economic diféerences ac'o’un‘t for the ob- -

~ \ served black-white differences S&nd even ma.sk a gre 'ter propensity
tmrard politica.l activism among blacks within the ower. SES levels
(see also Dium 1966; Antunes & Gsitz, 1975) is _

appma.ch to the quesﬂion. At'least two others s of a more theoretical

°

e' simple dogra.phic

_ character, have also occupied research attention. One is My-rda.l'

"(19M&) canpensa.tion hypothesis , which assumes that' political,par-
o ticipation is one of the few activities fram which blacks would not ke
. £ind themselveslblocked due to discrimination. It hy'pothesizes that

. "they'cmsequently cha.nnel their energies disproportionately into that’
gpe for lack of an, alternative outlet. W’hat is thought to be a com-
peting twpothesis has been advanced more recently, that of an "ethnic _

P cannmnity growlng out of strengthened identification with blacks as i

Coe .“_ | a lepuate race in- Americsn society. Bla.ck identification is \hy- .
| pothesized to Tend social )support to the person's inclinations\\M A
o %political activism. s
" R | o 1 S
o /_} 9‘ - S ; ..
5 . » .. -
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Reither the compensa.tion mrpothesis nor the ethnic comnm.nity

-

hypothesis has fa.red very‘)well in recent a.na.lyses. Myrdel's fornmls.
tion has been attacked both for its norma.tive a.ssumptions (Meda.lia., .
1962), and beca.use, for example, it fails to a.ccount for the fa.ct tha.t
o Mexica.n-Americans (vho are subject to racia.'l. discrimination too) are
nmch less a.ctive politically tha.n a.re either hlscks or vwhites (Antunes »
& Ga.itz, 1975).‘ Geogra.phical differences do lend scme support to the
canpensa.tion notion, however. Ma.rvick (1965) found tha.t in 1960 only
5% of southérn bla.cks reported ha.ving tried to influence a local -, .
"~ policy’ decision, ccmpa.red to, 29% of whites, in the North, however,
) 4 ' the figu,re was 2lg, for each rsce. Identifica.tion with one 8 ethnic '
group seemedda pranising predictor of s.pprova.l of bla.ck m.ilitancy, in
1967 survey of Berk'eley, Cplif., blacks (Diza.rd, 1970). But in the
Indiana.polis study (Olsen, 1970), with SES controlled bla.ck identifiers .
exceeded bla.ck non-identifiers 'by only .25 to .21 on & measure of po- :

.litical organization pa.rticipa.tion, ‘and 1.80 to l 48 on pa.rtisan polit-

« N ®
’

ica.l a.ctivitiesi—— to cite the sms.lleqs't and " largest differences

. reported. Antuﬁes & Ga.itz (1975) concluded fran their study of bla.cks, :

whites and Mexica.n-Americans in Houston that there ‘Were so, fe dif-

ferences a.ttributable to ethnic identifica.tion tha.t it was. at - ost a. S
\\l w.‘ ) .' _.dl
Indeed, none of the evidence based on SES, cqnpensation, ethnic

minor factor. - T/
identity, or other. fa.ctors is impressive inﬂthe extent to which it
_ l.ccounts for differences in politica.l pa.rticipa.tion among bla.cks. : %
o Antunes &'Gm\?tz (1975: 1198) could account for only 164Vof the
,’ i : . - . . ‘ ) e '. . * o . ' . 0

r
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variance in voting and political discussion, and 8% of tlg va.ria.nce

]
.,

in mass media exposure ’ by»a formula t‘hat included the person's age,

_ BES, ethnicity, and .the interaction of the latter two variables. It
.has been suggested that the compensatiorr and ethnic conmmnity hy-

- potheses should operate mainly to reduce differences in the lowest SES
strata, because high status blacks already.’ participate at about the
same level as high status whites (Williams, Babchuk & Johnson, 1975;
Kuo, 1977). . In a.ll the picture to date is one of theories of limited

applicability and minor empirical import with a great deal gf ob-
served variation leEt’t unexplained. - b )
“ . .. : :

. ~ The Functional Role of Mass Communication

The idea that 'exposu're to public affa.irs c‘ontent‘ via the mass

.
)

media could facilitate the process of “increased. black political par- )

ticipation seans ﬁot to have been considered by previous investigators.t};

Treating media. ‘use measures s:l<mp1y as dependent variables, both Antunes
& Gaitz (1975) and O;Lsen (1970) were unable to account significantly

/ for média activity on the basis of race, ethnicity, SES, or age (a.l-

. thoﬁgvx some of the interactions a.mong these variables were a bit more’ |

encoura.gin‘) The question rema.ins whether media use can be consid-

8 behavior that contributes to various forms of black political

. 4
‘ part cipatio:n. There are a number of reasons to hypo,thesize that it

-

lsen 8 (1970) re:jection of Myrdal's compensation hypothesz.s was

w . . -.‘ . &

%
W
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closer eontect\__lx the white commity."‘ He' included attention to
4the_neus_medie_unmg_tbese—ectivities1—mu—cntegorizstion—seems—er-——
. roneous, however. Attendance to mass media, while it ms.y occur 4n " .
the locie.l” context of the famlly, rarely inwlves direct personel
~1nterection with persons of other racial or soqio-economic groups.
‘Chaffee (2967) concluﬂed on the basis of a national survey that the
mass media. served to bridge uncomfortnble social a.nd educations.l ge.ps ,‘
in the.t “)ess-educated people ‘were more Jfl.ke]y than others to\rely on
the media for their communication frem and to local schools ;' only the‘
better educe.ted citizs interacted directly and of‘ten with school per-
" sonnel, vho were their peers. The impersonality of mass communicatioxlx, ‘
while it-has scame ma.nifest social drewbacks, (:a.n 'be a positiire fa.ctor
(" tiona.l") in prov-iding access to informaticn for people who | .
” would be at & social d.isa.dvantage in direct interaction #ith persons.l
sogrces. Seen in this light "the msss media provide an s.lternate route
in the direction of pplitic&l pe.z'ticipe.tion, rozv:hose who find some ‘

L]

- forms of direct socis.l :I.ntera.ction blocked by racie.l discrimina.tion, ia.s
| the ccmpenss.tion hypothesis would arguef, | ‘
In the case of bla.ck Americans » both the mass media. a.va.ilable and
S 'the typical patterns. ot their use aiffer in some important respects
' A -‘frm the media world of the white msdogity. For one thing, there ‘has
J.ong been a "black press in the United Sta.tes, vhich includes some -
: rsther successful mga.zines (both nevs and general) as well as a |,
dwindling urbsn black newspaper industry. . Second:]y, since the civil &
rights_movenment .ot Ahe 1960s .th_e\gener&l-audience media (especially

-
- q. ' o . . .

I

3




tele\rision) ha.ve institutiontlized features ‘and programming directed :
—at—bhek—eudiemes—md—the—prob}mrof—bhcks—soth—thﬁstabnwhed—
black press and the ‘recent bleck-oriented general media features tend

to center a.round politica.l themes, and consequently should be examined

sepa.rately fran ga.rden-variety media exposure in an assessment of the

-

. contribution of ms.ss communication to pa.tterns of black politicsl

X '
o
.

pa.rticipa.tion. : . I o )
The electronic media., and especia.lly television, \smight well play

8 more important role in connection with political activity'among -

-
-

| blacks than for-other .people. ,one obvious reasén. is'that blacks rely -
A | . more on televi‘sion for all p ses, and hold more favorable opinions'
~of TV, than d8 other Americans (Greenberg & Atkin, 1978; Bower, 1973).
Although 'bleclc-white differences Tn news;"aa;\mr/a.nd,radio u:e disappear
vhen geographical and income disparities are controiled,_ the hegvier
use of televisicn by blacks does not (Boga.rt 1§72). Blac% reliance
' on television, rather tha.n on newspapers, as &. source of politica.l i
v | in:ormation is elso well documented (Comsto\ck % Cobbey, 1978) A com-
parison of the 1952 and 196k na.tional election studies showed that in .
that period bla.cks sharply increased their a.ttention to TV for polit-
. feal informs.tion while whites did not this finding survived a va.riety ‘
T o ccntrols for black-w!rite educationa.l diﬁ‘erences (McCombs, 1968)
While whites tendw feel that they spend, too much time with &V, blacks
often ss.y they do not wa.tch as much as they “should (Bower, 1973) |
_' ‘l'ele\rision, ‘ag, an infoma.tion source has. not in pa.st. research been
J .

found to relate nee.rly as close]y to politica.l a.ctivity as has use of

Cp e
\

<>
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print media l'or example, h?number of etud.ies haye round a rels.tion-

ship between inte ; liticﬂjincnésion_md_attmtimmedia—

public arfairs coutent ~Wh re comparisane between media could be made,
it has been the print sources that are the stronger correlates of in-
terpersona.l political activity. (Atlnj\.n, 1972, Kuroda, 1965-66). In'a
N "longitudinalystudy of young adults over an eight'-year period, print'
exposure predicted gains in political knowledge and activity while -
exposure to electronic media news did not (Chaffee, Jaclcson-Beeck
Duralll&.Wilson, 1977). Patterson & McClure (1976) founad in a pres-
idential election campaign that ne(:spaper reading was associated with .
it greater knowledge 'of the issue,positions of ca.ndidates,- but 'frequency
< . of watching televlsion network news was not. There is reason, though,
bypothesize tha.t blacks would constitute an'exception to this gen-
eral lrule of greater political import of print over electronic media,

J if only because of their greater reliance on television. /T{xere is, in .
fact, a good deal of political information on television 1if one looks
long enough Patterson &: McClure (1976; found, for instance, that ex-

' pome to televised advertisements was a significant ‘source of polit-
ical knowledge. , ’ . ..
.In considering the political functions the m.ass'inedia miéht serve *

R for a person, we are not assuming a tmidirectional "media effects" |

. .. model, Media exposure can Qp a consequenc‘e, as- well as a cause, of

. political pa.rticipaticn. Purposeful exposure to mass-produced polit- /
' ical mteriel du.e to a.nticipated interpersomal politica.l activity ‘

has been demonstrated experimentally, (Atkin, 1972; Chaffee & McLeod,
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1973). Thesr two clsuu of behsvior seem to be ‘matually sustfining.

——

In ﬁis psper, however, we will trea.t media exposure as theoret:lcsny

ontccedent to pol:ltic_sl. participation for both substantive and.pro-
cedural neasons. ‘5n the substantive side, such evidence as exists
on the poiift :I.ndics.:tes that the media-to-politicization sequence is
. _ sti’ongez: then the reverse sequence.. Chaffee, Ward & Tipton (1973)
‘ 3 | compared the two processes~ over a six-mgnth period’\with two panels

of adolescents. Using pontical knowledge as a dependepi.yariable,’

they fotmd that the time-lagged coefficients recpresen 'ing both the

| media-knowledge .and the knowledge-media sequences wer h:lgher thc.n a )

\ "baseline” estimate representing the mill hypothesis; but the media-

. _to-knowledge partial correlations .were 3 for each sample, while the |
knowledge-to-media coefficients were only .22 and 23 Procedurslly
too,\_ ve prefer to treat political ps.rtic:l:pstion as our dependent VAr-
1ob1e, beca.use it is the consequential behavior that :ls of central
focus both in this study and in prior research we have cited. We will
'treat media exposure as an endogenous variable so that Wwe can ‘examine
its contribution to an expla.na.t:lon of pa.rt:lc:lpa.tion after other ante-

cedent variables, which are generslly associated with pa.rt:lc:lpst:lon .

‘more than vith medfiacxposure, are controlled. (It might be-noted
that the t’en?o.rﬂ‘.'.ordering of participation vis-a-vis other factors
exanined in‘;:rev'ions studies, such as black identity, is at least as -

ambiguous as ia the me

. 2&

-participation ordering).
L& .
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S8tudy Design

living in San Francisco. An area of 16 contiguous census tra.ctl, each

containing at least ao$ black population according to the 1970 US4,
Census, was sampled. The resuit was a modir:led census diatr:lct con-
taining same 58,500 persons, 60% of whom were .black. While represent-
.. 4ng 8.2% of the city'a population, thi ea included 36.2% of its
black population. -Semple points w’ere dravn by random numbers from a
,réverse telephone d.irectory, to- control b:lases due to unlisted phonea
and homes without phones, mteryiewers conta.cted the next hcuaing unit
, | rather than the addresg drawn from ‘the directory. Across three waves
of interviewing, 69% of an oriéméal saméie of 391 p;raons contacted
provide& data usable for purposes of fhis study, yieiding an N of 268.
o Rather tha.;; ;eing interpreted as an all-purpose "Black Americé.ns"

. ; _
survey, this sample should be cha.r'acterized more apecifi-cally as black

‘ )

adulta living in a. predaniﬂ.ntly bla.ck neighborhood of .a laicge wesgtern
city in the éer:lod following the hiatorica.l era of ma;]or{change a.ssoc:l-
ated with the civil rights movement. The study is compafable to others
based on black samples (e.g. Babchuk & Thompson, 1962; Dizerd, |
.1970) ’ and to those :Ln which bla.c‘l‘: ;subsamplés have been subjected to .
~special analyses (e.g. Olsen, 1970: 692), more than it is to :r:ose
' besed on ‘black-white contrasts. It is slso more like those set 1n\'
',other northern and western loca.les, as opposed to the South; and to .
those ccnducted since the civil r:lghts revolut:lon of the 1960s ﬁha.n to .
' stuuu dme during or pr:lor to that period. ,In genera‘.‘l. the setting

. ] . .
L . . . .
. . N
' , g ) N .
. e 1 7 : . *
. . T - . .. -
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-of 'this study appears tp be one in which we can trace the relationships

amcng camparatively lt;buize'd -pattermns of pouticﬁ and. media be- o

haviors in the centext of enduring social-structural and psychological

.

conditions. T . .
. . N . * q/ . L /'é -
Dependent Variables: Political Involvement and Participation

The emséﬁt of‘poij.t)ical‘ pa.rtic:lpl@;ion takpja on different opgra- B
tional meanings in _varjous research contexts. In the study of ‘8la.ck
. Americans it has typically been observed through a var:lety ,pt aepa.rate
m&tcel, /éd our study follows in t:ha.t tradition. Three distinct
classes of poli'tiéa.l a.c\t:lvii:y were asked abQ'ut ’ ;ea.?.‘_h being represented
by several items. One 1s politica.l ca.mpa.:lsn activity, the kind of
<« formllized behavior Myrdal and others have seen as relevant to the
canpmu.tion hy'pothesis. Next we look ‘at social participasion.in the \
form of :lnterpersona.l discuss:lon of publ:!.c problems outside the r:lt-
ualized cempaign setting. Finally, we mquire,.into the person s degree
of invplvement 1n local politics, a rea.'l.m that :ls a b:lt more dista.nt
" tran the comfortable milieu of the immediate etm’ic cammmity.
Cmpa:lgn participatiou was measured by dichotomous items repqrting
) ‘~ con e beha.viors, phrued mch like the items in: sta.qdard use: by such
" survey orgsnizations as the Center for Political Stulies &t the N
University of Michigan: ". . . within the past year have you . . ."
(s) paned out leaflets or other materials describing eny campaign?"
(b) wore a cunpad.gn button, or displayed a sign or bumper sticker" -
-(e) "tried to ccn\d.nce someone to vote as you plan- to\' vote" (d) "at-

' %
: tendod a political rally or dinner?" (e) "contributed money to a pa.rty

. - N
as 12 .
- .
. s ! te P P
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e _or candidate?" 'ljhese five items were sunned to form a.n index with a.
mean of .82 and 8, standa.rd devia.tion of l 38. o o \ S e
e ER

A i,' o
. ” R
C g %
. . .

- vM lié> ‘problems with any of the following people?" (a) your
CLpan AT _
*3 @@amil&, (b) people where you work, (c) conmmnity lea.ders such a.s club

or church leaders, (d) Democra.tic or Republican Eliea.ders (e) friends.

ooial pa.rtfcipa.tion was mea.sured by aski.ng ) .Do you eVer talk

. SRt The number of "yves" responses was summed across the five items H the '
o . resulta.nt ‘index had a mea.m of 2 63 (s.d.—l 51}) .

:‘ Imrolvanent in loca.l politics was measured a.ccording to the re- ..
ported frequwcy (very oi‘ten, often, sometimes, re.rely, never, scored
5-h-3-2-1) of ea.ch of six behaviors- (a.) vote in city elections, ()

‘ sta.y informed about ‘who the local govermnent officials a.re, (c) ta.lk '
T ‘f to fa.mily, friends a.nd neighbors about loca.l politics, (d) let local

. goverm‘nent offi.cials know wha.t You wa.nt done on- issues, (e) let loca.l

. o officia.ls know when you don't like something they ha.ve done or ha.ve |
_ .not done, (f) work to get issues you thinlt are importa.nt a.ccepted a.s
priorities by loca.l government offici*als.’ The mea.n of this index ' '_,a
e 8 ko0 v T
. These ‘three indices share some obvious points of overlape ‘Inter-
T F personal commication, vhile it is the total content of the social . o
‘ pa.rticipa.tion mea.su.re, also occurs in both the ca:npa.ign and loca.l

f involvement mea.sures, for example. But ea.ch index ha.s a centra.l core

;,__:-'that distinguishes it 'from the other ‘two, so that as & set these :’":o-. b

LI neesures provide us with a diversified a.rra.y of dependent variables. :
‘L S e .g S - e oeu;(
Independent Va.ria:bles' Ba.ckground Characteristics
N and Su'b;jective Orientations
o T i B R
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The questionnaire included four questions abou"' personal back-

ground characteristics that ca.n serve as indicators of some importa.nt

social structural factors. The meah’ age was 38 yea,rs (s d.-l5). ‘Mean '

i

ported. family income was about $5,9oo (s.d. _$1,988) Mea.n education

B level (lﬂghest year of schooling completed) was 3 19 (s d.—l 28)fon a.

ECIPN

This means that the sample was about evenly split between persons° who

FN

cé.le, age a.nd educationaﬂ. 1eve1 The sample included L&4, ma.les.

A

acale where 1—81:h gra.de or 1ess s 2=some high school 3—high school

gradua.te s l&-some college, college gra.duate and 6 adva.nced degree. '

-

\ B
£

-
had attended college and 'Ehose who ha.d not, tnis is a.n unusually high
educational 1evel for sa.mples of ‘black Americans, although not. sur-

rising in v:.ew of the educa.tional opportunities a.nd 1ega.l schooling

requirement_s in Sa.n Prancisco. cn a scale of perceived socia.l class the g

mean was 2; 70 (s .d.—l 29) > where 1~1ower, 2—working, 3-.1ower middle R
hqniddle middle, S—upper middle, 6-upper. ‘l'he mea.n, then, locates ‘the
central tendency- of the distribution between the work:mg a.nd middle =

classes,‘ /which is approxima.tely what should be expected given the 1o-,

s
’

Three subjective orientations vere measured: with mulfiple-item ‘
1ndices. Two of these were specific to the black population. black
identity (Marx, 1969, Brink & Harris, 1969), a.nd the negat vely
charged but i‘unctionally s:unilar concept of alienation frun white 5

' soc:l.ety (Sch\man & Ha.tchett 1971;) The third was' a.nomie (Srole scale),

Y general varisble that is often included in theoretical discussions

ciet,y, and which has been found to be negative]y related to such -

of the frust ating, character of the black experience in America.n so-

.,:-,. . ] . L. R * . S

.

.

e .

e



N "In spite of what scme people say, the :.? of the avetgge man
2 4

@ '

_(Gurin & Epps, 197h Paige, 1970- Schuman & Hatchett 1971;)

- response scale' (a) ”When any black 1 ‘discr:lminated against no
matter who he or she is, it a.ffects "e' persona].ly" (b) "1t 1;2

spite of predudice and discrimj

" edttor snd celling m to a radio talk show (Singer, 1973) Sevei-a‘i '
| .rqcent studies have shown relationships between such background var-

- Ancmie was\ﬁmeasm'ed by summing five asree’-disagree items- i

wosan is getting vorse", (b) "It is herdly fair, to bring chnéren

5,;5«01

inté, the world‘;rith the way ‘bhings look for the mture_" , (¢

Q

: ested in the aveiage man or waman , 'I'he ‘Tmean nu;?er of agreements to

‘ these statements was 3 22 (s d.-l 51) ‘ '/

/

Black identity was measured by five items concerning the distinct- : _'

' ness of blacks as a grcjp, selected by item analysis from an original

1ist of eleven Each item used a five-ﬁnt Likert agree-disagree a

been :

' ‘saidd that bl&ks should be prou.d t live in America.” . (c) "If a black

works hard eno‘:gh he or she ca.n usus.lly get ahead in this country in
' atiox; » (@) ”Blacks should hav&their

- own. separate national anthem'_', (e) "Whenever the national a.nthem is

lung, for mmple at sportidg events, everyone should stand to show

' their respect for this country. With negative-facing items T

;-
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- reverse~scpred, 'this inde:ﬁ_had a mesn of 16.21 (s.d.=3_,l7) withina = . o

. possible ra.nge of 5-25. e o L.

)

' o
‘.

Aliena.tion from white soci!ety included six iteins dea.ling with both'
the extent of. perceived discrimina.t;on and recent trends‘ (s "Some

people say ‘bha.t over the la.st lO or lS yea.rs there has been a lot of

' -.--progress in. gettmg rid of ra,cial discrimina.tion. Others sa.y there

- "':hasn't been much rea.l cha.nge for'most bla:cks over tha.t time, or cﬁ.n;, t

say. ‘Which would you agree with most‘?" (b) "on the whole, do you, think- :

most white people in San Fra.ncisco want to. see bla.cks get a better

.'-_'_break, or do they wa.nt to keep bla,cks down, or don't they care one o

S

3 wa.y or the other"" (c) Do you persona.lly feel tha.t you can trust quite

a few white people, most white people, some vhite peo ple, oKnone at

' a.n'z" (d) "Do you think black customers who shop in the big downtown

- stores a.re trea.ted as politely as white customers s Or are they trea.ted

4

‘less politely? (e) "ss you see it wha.t"s the best way for blacks to

' try to ga.in their rights? Use: la.ws and persuasion, use non-v:Lolent

greater alien'a.tion .

_protest, or be rea.dy to use violence -- or ca.n't you say which is
' best?"- (f) "Do you think only a few white people dislike blacks, or

almost all whites dislike blacks?" With "don't I:now responses ‘scored

RS
at intemedia.te positions, the mean . on . this S'tmned index ‘was 10, l7 _'

(s. d.=2.31) within a possible range of 6-18 Higher scores indica.te

L

N Endogenous Va.ria.bles. Media Exposure
| tota.l of six separate indices of the frequency of using va.rious

mass media for political or public a.ffa.irs content were - included in-
. ~

L

N



the atudy thre& dealing with television end three with! print media. o
?or each type of med:hnh there va.s one zneasure conceming black- '

wiented Gemtemt. R A .:.if.“" o
N s .
‘Public affairs viewins vas & three-item index, using Y resppnse

seal.e Ff }S-very often, ll—o:f‘ten, 3-sometimes, 2—rarely, l—never. -._'(e.)' -
" N "How often do you watch national news broadcasts » like Wa.'!,ter K
¢,
' Cronkite?" (b) "How abotrt local news broadcasts 5 like Six O'Clock (

Reportsm‘ () ". ... &nd interview shows like Meet the Press?" A? R

‘ o

sep_arate‘_& indet/of black public affairs viewing was constructed from _
| two addiﬁional i-tems (d) "o Black Perspective on. the News,: that N
_ canes on Channel 9, late Sundsar nights" a.nd e)" '_. .Al\l Together
N'ow, hosted by Belva Davis on Channel 5 Friday evenings. . The mean
for public affairs viewing was 10. 46 (s d.-2 'ﬁ,)range-ﬁ-ls) and for |
black pub}dc affairs viewing the mean was 4.29 (s.d.-l 89, range= '

o °2-lO). . Interpreted verba.l]y the ave,rage reported level of public

a:t'fairs viewing was midway be oft " and sometimes » and ‘for
. .
é black pnblic affairs viewing was closer to "rarely" than to "some-

| News magazine reading was based simply on the number of pub-
: lications the respondent reported reading from a 1ist of five:
'l‘ime Rewsweek, U, S News a'crd World Report, the National Review, and

the P_r_oggcssive. ; A separate measure of black news magazine reading
vas created in tixe seme’ ‘way from this 1ist: Ebonz, Black World,

Black Scholar, Freedomways, and Muhammad Spea‘ks (Bilalia.n News)

17




T

" news magazines 1t was 1.82 (s.vd":l;a'j) B ‘
| This finding of slightly higher'use‘gf bla.ck > a8, compﬁ‘ed g‘en- .

,‘..- d'- .

E era.l audience, news maga.zines %s espec_ ‘ interesting becaus
5 .

P

lmalogous paﬁﬁéam did no\t hold for tel : " ion. Print sources a.p- :

vp&re?tly a.re indexed mare specl\fica.lly forn ‘ ethnica.lly reJIevant

content, while television is watched less selectively end discrim-

'inately This genera.l prope'-'ty of print inedia., selection of which is '

O

under grea.ter control by the a.udience member, proba.Bly helps to ac-

count for the stronger associa.tion between print media. and specifica.lly

A\ . .y’

- political interests discussed a.bove. N . N

&-

Two other sirzle-item media exposure measures ‘were - inhluded, deal- -

ing with a.ttention to political content in the da.ily news media.' -(e.) '
B “How much a.ttention do you pa.y ﬁo the politica.l jssues that a.ppear in

the newspa.pers?" and (b) "How much a.ttention do you pa.y to politica.l

.’r'_a

" ' .issues ‘that - a.ppea.r on ‘I:‘elevision?' The response scale»O:no _:a.tten&- .
tion, ‘].-some a.ttention, 2-close a.ttention was used. The mea.n for use )
) 'of newspa.pers --for political infoma.tion was 1 12 (s d.=. 62).. s.nd for a
" _television was 1. 17 (s d.-.61) “The simila.z;ity of thesé two means’
. suggests that,. while exposure to different media. ma.y va.ry considera.bly

A0

'beca.use of the. specific ?fties of presenta.tion peculia.r to ea.ch, N

people's self-conscious attenti to political content in them is

. rela.tively consistent The corr ls._tion-,between the two measures _is

";.': | "056. A . ‘. . . . . ‘ . R |

Yi0ad

1’4




. = 17:"'.

TN

&\h

j""if:'_' w7 o,f misbles are a.ssumed to fit - sequentie.l ordering, u:(th ea.ch new

o . ~N
set depi ent on those which precede it in the model First ba.ck-

44 N

characteristics (education, age ’ income, #erceived socia.l

_.s, sex) a.re entered regression a.s predictors of sub;ject:we or-

ations (andnie > bla.ck dentity,\alienation from white society)

S:.ﬁ On the..%msis of the foregoing discussion, we he.ve orgahized our‘- .
ds.ts. analysis a.ro'und the explicit Pdel shown in Figure l. Four sets .

L Prior iitera"ture hss indicated thist ve should e.xpect several signif-

' .../icent relationships to emerge from this portion oi‘ the a.nalysis. M S

o ese ia.bIes are then entered in a two- tage hierarchical regres--
var |

: sion anaiysis ’ as pr ctors. of the six d.ia exposure va.ria.‘ples. "D'
I-‘inally the three sures of politica.l involvement and pa.rticipa.tibn
_'becane t 1e dependent misbl@s ’ and the three preceding sets of va.r-

is.hle‘s are entered a.s predictors in a three-stage hiera.rchica.l regres-'
.f‘_'sion. 1 )

|
t

. d

ﬂe opera.tional procedure in hierarchica.l-regression is to enter

| cnly the 'ba.ckground va.riables as in ependen% va.ria.bles in E,qus.tion 1 , '

- - =sFigure 1 about here--

. - L - - ---------’- DL
oy BN . " P
. . . iAo
.

| - -and pnrticipation va.ria.bles tht is then an Equs.tion 2 in
_ '.lubdective orientetions a.re a.dded to the set of - predictorse F?i.na.l]\v
y 'for the pa.rticipa.tion dependent variables an’ Equa.tion 3 is cs.lculated

in which the media. exposure va.riables a.re a.dded to the background arrd

K T e

)

-4
~

for esch subsequent vs.riable in the model In the cé,‘se of tl:;nﬁ.\a e
L4
ch

Y S
the

-

ot
<



7 mbjcctive or:lenta " n predictors of- Equa.t:lon 2. 'zhe most direct in-

. dica.tor of the elnp -‘cal :lmport or a set of predictor var:la.bles :ls the

i :cha.nge in the va:riance exp]ained (R2) !'rom Equa.tion l,to Equa,t:lon 2

< -

. )
: “in the case of thé sub:jective orienta. 1ons, a.nd rrom Equa.tion 2 to :
), ‘
cE Equ;‘tim 3 :ln the case of media. exposure.- '

. In mterpreting and presenting our results we will a.pply cr:{ter:la
- or both statis ca.l a.nd substa.ntive sjgﬁ.fica.nce. For substant:we ‘sig- -
n:lf:lca.nce, we v}ill 1gnore a.uy ‘beta. we:lght tha.t :I.s 1ess tha.n .10 on .

e A ‘9‘ 1 o
- the assumption tha‘E 1ts contributio:h is :anonsequentié,l rega.rdless of-'

atatiatical sfg;ni.ﬁcance. Stat:lstica.l s:lgnificance will be inwerre.‘
for a betg whose ahsolute ma.gnitude is a.t 1east tWice its st dard
o '.error.‘ Bete.a tha.t do not meit our substanéive criterion wil_'l. ncﬁ be

\

reported 'Simi]arly, equa.ti.Qns tha.t do not a.dd s:l.gnifice.nt‘ expla.na- -

\ ': . . N . .. Nt A

AR '.['a.‘ble 1 summa.rizes the rindings of the study The most Importa.ntr;,f"}._

B resulta a.ppear :Ln the lower r:lght-hand portion of the table where the"'*-.__“"

R4

R2 valueg\ or the succeasive equa"tions are reported For each of th.e \

threc depenhent mea.sures Qr poli:tical involvement and pa.rt:lc:lpa.tion, 'Q’"

T Eq t:lon 3 a.ccounta ror a.pproximately twice as much va.ria.nce a.s do
» \,' !
~ the. pr:lor equa.t:lons tha.t do not include the media exposure\ mea.sures _

( predictors.2 Put another wa.y, a.dding the mass connnunica.tion va.r:l- K
\ ,

'~ ables to the fa.ctors dea.lt with in pr:lor resea.rch an ‘ola.ck pol:lticé.l

- ‘ 3 "a

ala

) v ; B -"‘ “




| | I ']
po.rtieip'%tidn doubles the explanatory power of our e.nalysis. It ap-
pe s, then, that we are dea.li.ng with a substantia.l set oﬁrelation-
sh,ps that deserve detailed examination. ‘ - C 4 '_ )
' '.l’he strongest findings are those dealing vith involvement in\"
: local politics, where the media va.riables add an increment of same 22%

1]

o “to the tota.l R2 (comparing Equa.tions 2 and 3). Three media behaviors
‘ . }%;e.nd out here. the single-item measurjs of?attention to political
' ‘; ‘tssues on television a.nd in the newspypers, and reading of general

| Fews magazines. The latter measure is the strongest media. variable

" for eachﬂ;of the three dependent variables, being the only predictor

. \c:f eny type to reach statistica.l significance in every equa.tion. The .

| N\J
o other consistent predictor is rea.ding of black news magazines.' Viewg-_‘ '

-ing of black public ai‘fa.irs v programs is specifically associated '

v

' ce.mpaign pa.rticipation. One item is notable for its consistent la.ck
®

R _of relationships- exposure to genera.l public a.ffa.ir% on television

48 not associated with a.ny of the criterion measures when the other

L I
. -

variables in our model are controlled.

‘ '.I.'here are several possible summary interpretations of. these find-
;.ings. One conclusion might be that telévision, despite its high use
ng blacks » is not nea.rly as importe.nt in connection with their po-”'
litical participation as are the print .media. In Table 1 there are .
e nine coefficients between television measures ‘and pa.rticipa.tion mea- .

. / ' aures, and another nine between participation measures and indicators ’
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of print media use.. For print, seven of the niine ‘reach our criterion -

level of béta.a 10 ‘and: rodr are statistical]y significa.nt for tele-

e vision only four rea.ch bete- .10 \a.nd only one\is significa.nt. This

K]

‘accords with previous resea.rch showing a clos , associa.tion between R
print med.ia. and political a.ctivity, and ‘indi a.tes that the higher use

of TV by bla.cks does not mean tha.t they constitute an exception to the '

v

gen%ral rule -

This counpa.rison between media. is a superficial .and ca.tegorica.l
: ome, however-., The most rea.sona.ble theoretical explana.tion for relia.nce. .
on print by politica.lly active people is tha.t print media. can. be ac-

' cessed purpose:mlly while television viewing is predc:unina.ntl;r a passive
beha.vior. The me:sure in Table 1 tha.t is nmost representa.tive of .
habitual, passive use of TV is the index of regula.rity of viewing news-

, casts and public a.ffa.irs programs' this form of media. efxpos(ge a.ppea.rs
to be che.ra.cteristic of older persons (beta—.33 with age) and is not
a.ssociated with a.ny of the three -varieties of political pe:rticipa.tion.

| The !nee.s'ures of television nse that Suggest more active orientations
toward v content are the index of viewing of black public affa.irs pro-
gra.ma a.nd the item on attention to political content on TV. Each of
these, and especﬂ.lly the latter, is asso®ated with some forms of

' perticipation at a level approximdting that of the print media mea--
sures. In 5eneral, then, we should conclude tha.t politica.l‘l.y a.ctive.
blacks a.re distinguished by more specific a.nd motiva.ted uses of the
news media tha.n e.re others, and tha.t this - principle extends to their

use of television .

%)
N
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R | Vhile media use‘ ‘explains considerable 1l@‘ia'.ria:nce in part'icipation
' beﬁond that aecounted for by the background varisples and sub;]ective
v orientations, ‘the latter ﬁgp in turn not strong}edictors . media
_use. The middle colwms of Table 1 ghow the equations in which the
i ‘\nedia neasures are dependent variables. For only two of the six media
variablcs does the R2 (Equation 2) exceed 10%, 8nd one of those two is
the measure of‘ public affairs viewing which ma.kes no contribu:tion to
' political participation. '.l’he other, however,- is a key behavior, the .
icading of black public affairs magazines, mly 254, of the variance
in this activity iséccounted for by the prior variables in our vnodel.
Readership of b,le.ck-oriented news magazines, which is more common tha.n\
rcad.ing general-audience news magazines and which is associated with
all three indices of participa.tion when the orther predictor varisbles
in our xnodel are controlled, is characteristic of well-educated and
yorunger ?lacks, those who feel ‘imated from white society, and those
vho do not express fee].‘!.ngs of anomie. The special nature of the aud-
ience for these magazines ma'its much greater research attention than
we can giva it with the data available here. The black maga..ine seems -
| to be reaching activist rea.ders who, fa.r from feeling defeated by ex-
periences of racial discrimination (anomie ¥s.low), can use the polit-.
icaJ. infomation provided by periodicals designed for the’ black
lubculturc to adv'ance ‘black political interests. o
The only other noteworthy predictors of media 7use in Table 1 hre
- age and SES va.riables.» Older blacks are more likely to watch v and
1read the newsp_aper.' The- well-educated meke more specific use of tele-
3 ~vision fo.z"blach-orient_ed-and political information.‘ News magazine

N
\
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- and newspaper use are a.saociateu with t}igher income. And, in_ter'est-

___readers » like tho.se f.th_o read 1

feelings of 'ano:mie .

Indirect Effects
Like previous resea.rch, then,, this study :
d[ use are not strongly dependent on structural or psychological

‘factors, but they do mediate some - of the, relationships between par-
\

e ticipation and the antecedent variables in our model. This can be ,

seen by comparing the coefficients in Equa.tion 3 with those for ﬂhe
same predictor in prio‘r equations in Table 1, as & method of assessing
- 4ndirect effects. For ' example, the total effect o education on cam:‘*,

paisn‘participation (Equation 1) is Yeta=.28, bu.t wh the media va.r-r

iables are included r(Equation 3), this f:.gure drop 21. Similarly,
for social participation the ‘total effect of education (Equa.tions l |
and 2) is .27, but in Equa.tion 3 1t 1s only .18 ’,l'hese d::.fferences be-
: tween ‘successive equations ‘can be interpreted as evidence that part of
the effect of educatidn on these forms of- pa.rticipation is indirect,

| _ operating through the effeot education has on med.ia use (see discussion
_belW)J. Another indirect effect of sane magnitude appears to be the -

: link between income and involvement in local politics ) 8 process in

: v-which the reading of news magazines seems to be an importa.nt element.

'.l'he only apparent indirect effect of a subjective orientation is

i

~ the role of black mgazines and newspapers in the negative




) a3
rclat:l.auhip betveen snonﬂ.e ang mvolvenent in lmal po].itics. Over-
' l.11, the psychological measures in this study make minimal -contribu-
; tions to our understanding of black participation, in terms either of
incremental variance accounted for, or implication in- processes link-
mg'background or niedia variables to participation. Blsck identity, a
variable that had been thought :hnporta.nt on the basis of resea.rch con-
ducted d‘u'ing the height’ of the black revolution of the late 1.960s, is
a significant predictor here of only ‘one dependent va.riable, social
participation or the variety of others with whom the person discusses )
politics.. It is unrelated to participation in election campaigns, :or
in local politics. Alienation from white society is chardcteristic
of those who pa.rticipate in campaigns » but is not associated with
other forms of participa.tion. Ancinfe 1s low amng those involved in
.)_ local politics. T . e
The superior pred.ictive power of the d:l.a use variables in com-
- parison with the measures of- subjective orientations cannot be at-

-tributed to eliable mea.surement of the latter. The alpha.

coefficient representing internal consistency of multi-item indices

’ the" same for the ,two groups_. of measures: <67 for .
for black identity, .65 for allienation from white society,
" as comparéd to .73 for public affairs viewing, .63 for news magazine
reading, and .57 for u..f._ news magazine reading.‘ Reliabilities are
substantially higher for the dependent varisbles: .82 for campa.ign
participation, .72 for social par_ticipatiou' , and ._'88 for involvement

4n local politics.

~
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.~ .. . The background va.riebles of age, educa.tion and incqne, in ad-.
'dition to thedr indireét effects’ via media use, have scme’ substantia.l
| direct rehtionshipmwith participation and account for nearly as m.h
'vnrience as do ‘the media measures, Even with medis use controlled
- thei-e are strong effects of educstion on pa.rticipstion in cs.mpaigns
and via i‘nterpersonal discussion; s.nd ‘of income on local politics
involvemen:t. 01der people are more ;{nvolved in lo,ca.l politics a.nd '
_ more pe.rticipative interpersonally The role of both age a.nd educsticn_
as positive predictors of social participation is particula,rly strik-
ing in view of" the fact thst these two independent va.ria.bles are neg-
ative'ly correlated with one another (r=5.h1)._ The measure. of perceived
social clags, unlike the observed SES indicators (income a.nd educs- :
tion), is not related to any form of-political participation. There o
are also no sex differences. - ; ' ‘: ) ‘ L
3 The \rela.tionships between background cha.racteristics and sub-
Jective ori'entsti‘o_ns‘ are shown in the upper left-ha.nd portion of
Table 1 for campleteness but are not of pai'ticuie.r substantive in- ‘,
.- terest‘_i‘n this.'pa.per_._» These relationships have been analyzed else-
Vhere (Allen & Bieiby, 1977; Allen & McLeod, 1978)." | '
. Our incorporation of mass media use.int_o the modei of black po- o
| nticei participation adds considerable explanatory power, buj the
'?j - ro'lelof media behs.vior'is not'a. simple one.‘ Our evidence reinforces
. the previous emphasis on socioeconanic ststus variables (educstibn .
’md incane) as important determimnts of participaticn, and agds the

nedia as ,interven_ing element in this process. For example, educated

\D]
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bmk. tend. to vatch telovis for. 'politicel/'informetion, end tnds -

L _.-_in turn leads to greste T ‘i'socis.l "erti'o._'petion ( 21 xf .15) Simils.rly, o

/

em‘tim lesds t° rsedi.ng °f b\lack ‘news. maeazines, which produces O

N

‘ .snother effect on socis.l psrticipa.tiwon“( 30 x all&) '.l'hese indirect
effects increase the total ‘effect of,.
. effect (beta=.27 in’ Equation 2 vs. betsﬂ 18 in Equa.tion 3 )

- the ‘same as its direct effect ( 19)

educs.tion by 50% over its direct

Age, a fa.ctor tha.t ho.s not loaned la.rge in prior resea.rch also

"

‘has scme strong effects in which nedia. use ca.n be interpreted as an
_— intervening vs.ria.ble, O.Lder blacks tend to read fewer blsck news

msgs.zines, which appea.rs to retard their’s’oc/ia.l pa.rticipa.tion (- .11

_.lh) This negative indirect effect seems from our results to be

product of t))e tendency for younger bla.cks to be ‘more aliena.ted from °.

- , \thite society (- .30 x 22 x .1h) On the other hs.nd, there is & pos-

itive indirect effect of age on socis.l participa.tion via newspa.per
reeding s.bcmt politics ( lh x lh)., The indirect effects, of: s.ge tha.t

- we ha.ve identified by adding media va.ria.bles to the model tend, be- :

- ca.use some a.re negative a.nd others positive, to cancel one another 80

ths.t the total effect of age on socia.} participation ( 20) is about .
£ . £

Ths "ethnic commmity” explena.tion .of high black politica.l par-

‘_:_p\ticipation dpared to whites:within SES levels does not gain much
- lupport frcm our ds.ta.. The sub.‘jective orients.tions ’ including the |
' previously emphasized fa.ctor of bleck identity, add little expla.na.tory'

pomer vhen other varis.bles a.re controlled here. There is, however, :

' _ Qyidence ths.t a component of the black population R consisting of the -
young, the well-educa.ted the a.liena.ted but ‘not the aﬂ,anic bls.cks,

\ .

.
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. ,.,,-;cuuion ot po:l.iticel iuues.

!l'lrl.e leat rind:lng along with the indirect efrects noted a.bove,

.0

’
@ -~

lends eome support to our e,ssmnptione concerning the elways trouble- o
lome question of ca.nsal ordering Our model is a reeureive one, e.nd .
ve have. eseumed aJ.l rela.tionships in it to be linea.r end e‘ditive with
no’ reciprocal effecte between groups of va.ria.bles. These assumptions B
were based pa.rtly od evidence from prior resea.rch, and on the over- E
riding interest me.ny inveetiga.tors have. had in. explaining the increas- -
ing Jevels of black politica.l' perticipation as & dependent va.ria.ble. |

But it is'conceiva.ble that a.t a microscopic level of a.na.lysis one

. nid:t find e*idence that some of the behaviors that occur. 1a.ter in our-

model precede some of those that we ha.ve entered a.t ea.rlier steges.
'The negative. reZta.tionship between perceived social class a.nd news mag- o
azine rea.ding mig,ht for example, be due to bla.cks receiving from -
genera.l-a.udience magazines indica.’cions tha.t their stra.tified loca.tion
in American society ie lower than they ha.d thought. And ve have. noted
eu'lier that there is ‘some evidence that anticipa.ted politica.l ectivity |
leeds to grea.ter use of news media.. . ’ .
I.ooking at our model e.nd the results of our anaiyses from a more

ltrnctural viewpoint though s the ordering we: have posited makes ra.ther-l
good sense.v In the cese of the ble.ck news magezines, for exa!nple, one .
night cansider w@the participation 1evels of the educated, young,
tnd e.lienated blacks would be without those specia.lized med:la.. : The
lm can be laid ebout the po].itical content provided by televlsion, '

\migh nediatea d rather strong indirect rela.tionship between educa.tion _

[



" end i.nvolvement in looa.l poli.tice (.21 x .23)., Gi\;en thot bla.ekc
wn:tch a greet dca.l of television, if they did not tind mifh political
informtion there we might well predict a 1esser degree of political -

. ‘_sane placea -- We cen ima.gine tha.t black politica.l pa.rt

. ‘,_.u. ! ‘ o
 activity "~
Con ion : A e

) "In general, med.ia. use. can he seen as an important stege in the
| process by which educa.tion. :I.s consmma.ted if political a.ctivity. The '
. n_va.rious media. a.lao eccount for differentia.l pa.tterns of a.ctivity’ by

»different age groups. If the news: media., inclucling specialized con-

tent designed specifica.]_‘l.y for the bla.ek connnunity, were not ava.ila.ble
| to blecks - which was the case historicb.lly, and continues to be '

‘be aig,nif,icantly reta.rded. In the context of the . cahpensation hy-"
: pothesia, which has been ra.ther thoroughly re;)ected in reoent re- '
: '“learch, the media. might be viewed as an important locus of the removal

-

- of structural barriers that at the time Myrdal (19u4) was writing

' overly constrained bla.ck pa.rticipa.tion in societe.l activities.. The

" most reaaonable interpreta.tion of media. exposure, ‘then, is not a.a an

' ‘independent va.ria.ble isole.ted from other socia.l processes but . as a

' ﬁeilitating fa.ctor tha.t helps to expla:}.n the transla.tion or back-
ground and psychologieel ve.riables into political pa.rticipa.tion. . This
f"iveonclnsion is in accord with ithe location of \mq'd;fa. eﬁposure at an -

E ,endogenous position in our model.

!he specia.l circumstances of om' study should be kept in mind in

,5':m genera.'l.iza.tions‘ rrom 1t. San Efh cisco isa prozressive C“Y

. ~



_ Vith s high educstimal standsrd, and prov.ldos both specia].ized mdis
- | contmt unt!.r ponticcl sctivity outleti tor its black. populstion. It
g s nmifestl;r not: the kind of ccummity that Myrdal based his work on; :

JMMMLMM#NMM_

Bouth, in :t.he societal position of_blscka.: Further, our study post-

] da.tes the main \rave ot the “black revolution tha.t has J.ed to the rise
.,:l', _ in 'blsck politica.l participation. ‘This mea.ns tha.t our results should
et "not ‘be usumed to be direcely compa.rable to Wose of prior studies.
e ar, on the other ha.nd, we a.re correct in the belief tha.t the. na.tion

has tered an era of rela.tive stability Ain ra.cia.l re...a.tians, the re-

-that a.re evolving thrm:shout 1€e country4 At the lea_.st R “our findings
o vsupport the conclusion tha.t th "role of the news media. should be ex-

amined closely in mbm‘e resea.rch on these processes of socg.al ch%:ge. .

a
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1. Data for this etudy verd, collected by the first suthor when he |

"m a. reeeerch essociate et CableConmmica.tion Resource Center in Pe.lo

L Alto, cmr., ‘under National Science Foundation (RANN ) grent no. 10757—
Anelyeie end preoa.ra.tion of this report were peri‘ormed at the Unive;--
aity of Wisconsin-Ma.dison. \Support to the aecond author froun the Vila.s
Eete.te '.I.‘rust ie gratem*h' acknowledged. Ihe authors thank M. Ma.rk

| Miller .a.nd Sun Yuel Choe for their helpful conments on a preliminary

R % | -

a
13 L .

. 2. The differences’ ‘between 's‘ueeessive equations are all highly signif-
‘ icent by F-tests comparing the R2 value for Equation 3 with the Rg.for :
" the previous equation. In each case F & 2. 0(ar=251, 257, p<.OOl)
It may be noted tliat we have tested here only for the ],inea.r canponent '
of e_a.ch .m_ai-n ‘effect; intera.ction terms and curvilinear rela_.tionships
" might increase the emounts of variance e;:plaine_d, ‘but we he;d?"no theor-
. etical reason to 'hypothesize such relationships even though they might
be statisticelly significent. = 8 =
. Indirect effects consist of two-stage pa.ths in which an a.ntecedent
veria.ble (e.g, education) influences a dependent .varia.ble (,e.g. aoci:&l
je.nticipation) via intervening events that a:.re observed in the data
mel;ysis model (e.g. we.tching TV for political informa.tion, or reading
‘black news: mga.zinea). ,rIn such a case, the masnitude of the indirect
effect 1s estimted as the produet of the two direct erfeets that link .
the enteeedent and dependent va.riables via the intervening variable. _.
 Yor example, the link through television here _ie estimated at .21 x _
a5 = .03, and the link through black newsz;egezines at .;O x .1 = .Ob



., .
: e

Iogo'ﬁox?, th;an,’ th:;‘e Q md;l‘recf pa.ﬂia apeciﬁcr.liy add .'0'3 + Ok w
© 0T to the dircct effect (.18) of education on socia.l putic:l.pa.tim,

vhich 1. an mcgeue of .07 2 .18 = 39% in the total effect. other )

mdirect etfe*a are muer but account for a-further 11% 1nc{ea.se

\ ,'omEqua.t:lon 2. : . N
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Figure 1, Schenatic Representation of Conceptual Relationships | B \’L.
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