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. The stndy of the history of ‘ideas in neuspapers has

not been separated fros traditional journalism history nor frowm the S
bréad cultural stulies.of the mass media, and may #lso differ from .~ =~
the hehavioral or statistical study of the effects of the mass nedia. : ' -
Because _the levels of hiqh culture.and popnlar cultpre are. seen as.

‘separate and distinct, the .role c¢fithe. ‘press as conduit between the ' .
t@#.has largely been ignored. However, newspapers- may bé<studied to = ¢
detefmine whether ideas are defined, transmitted “to the popular , IR
level. and possibly.altered ‘dn the transnissicn Frocess. An awareness o

of ‘the role &f the press in covering ideas in’ the past prompts. vt

consideration ‘of the degree to .which the press today transmits ideas-

40 society. The éxperience' cf ‘the press.in the United States points =, )
tc its ccntinved role in inteérpreting those idea-complexes for ‘the R 1

public which motivate large segments of society. In-both the - SR
‘sethodolcgies of history and.of current news gathering, the autoncny

of ideas in:journalism calls for recognition cf a rathet well-defined -

body of material previonsly neglected, rather’than for another systen

cr model.” (luthor/DP) . .
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Most Journ;lism students are tol& to humanize their news stories
.{hecause readersjgre primarily interested in people, things secondly, and
only thqh, ideas. Considering the attention being paid to ideas, it appears
h that the same advice has been given to students of Journalism history

' ",‘ndeniably, ideas--American thought—-are recognized as an integral

o

men oned ideas amono soc l economic, political and technological

i

fa ;ors L These.elements wfll ultimately be synthesi;ed in-journalism

yhiL;ory, and it would‘be well if singular attention were paid to the

;51nt}llectuallcontent of American journalism -

wﬂ;fAn autonomy of ideas in journalism history is needed just as in-‘l

tellectual history has become a separate strand of study within u.s.

1
i
i

h vstory.z An autonomy of ideas does notsdictate an internal approach

3 tﬁe study pf ideas--involving major philosophical concepts, or- the‘\)
n

‘_“
e
_'jtudy of ideas‘Tor their own"ibke .~ The stddy of ideas in ‘the America

:<press will nonnally, by the very nature of the Suhdect, emphasize the
ox ternal or social pirculation of ideas Thus ideas would be traced into -?
heii i circulation, the external approach toaintellectual history,'

t with the focus remainina upon the’ideas themselves.
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: Tho;e who have. assess:d the recent state of Journa'lism history have
' obSel‘ved that rather than be'lno on an 'lnternal-externa'l spectrum of 1deas, .
' . cur nt research 'ls off such a spectrum. focus'lng on fnd'lv'lduals, and
B mov%e\g only s'l'lghtly toward the soc'letal and 1nst1tut'lona1 where work \ }'
on thg elus'lve h'l story of report'lng may conmenée Rather than adding tq
/ ‘the complex'lty of ‘the technolog'lcal, pol'lt'lcal 1'ltqrary, economic, and
soc'lal elements necessary for the ult'lmate cultural h'\ls@r'les of Nner'lcan i
Journa‘if'sm, the’ study of 1deas may serve a\n inteqrat'lng or un'lfy'lng
‘ *factor It is in th1s senfe that the study of 1deas should tecome auton-
omous or pr'lmary, not because the 'I‘Ueas are 'Isolated from social’ factors
‘Ip/the methodology of both h1story ‘and of current wsga{hering, the
: autonolny of ideas 1in journa'lflsn does not cal'l for y%t another system,.
.mode'l or ih terd'lsc'lpl'lnary approach, but for recogn'lt'lon of a body of
. 'mater'la'l heretofore neq]ected - ) ‘
R I. Defining Ideas ﬁ Co ,,'.; | L
‘ B fore soé'lety. may not d'lctate a ‘ne thodology, - it st'lll the Journalism&’ }
; histor'lan faces conger'les of probTems hnong’ the tasks is def1n1ng ideasx4

'If the journaHsm historian sets out to determ'lne the soc'lal relationfﬁ _

| '- Defining 1deas and studying thvement 1n journal'lsm, and there-

. ideas and the role newspapers play 1n th'ls 1nteraction, how \far back : A/ *\‘ "
shou'ld the idea be traced? . Is idea def'lned by what is 1n1t'lated at the\ "‘\\'3‘
o ‘leve'l of erl'lte )thought? If so, does the 1dea stem f}o}ﬁie of the major -
- clusters of thought refleoted by Puritan‘lsm\ the Enliohtenment, Transcen-

dcntal'lsm. or Darw'lnism ('lnclud'lng social Darw'ln'lsm)? If not, does 1t
~ ‘stem froq more recent thought such as psychology (1nc1ud1ng Freudian




i_values ideas as they would be recognized by intellectual historians?

i L - | ' ' |

"r,thought, such as Cathy COvert is studying), or linguistics? Finally, are

Sotiologist Herbert J’ Gans sees: journalists' values more nearly as ’

A fopinions than ideas, althoughqadM1ttedIY close to idzas as stated in his -

*-fdefini}ion nf enduring values (as opposed to topical values) 6 Of Course,

S there are ideas in his clusters.of values: ethnocentrism, altruistic dem=

" and values, an integration of 1deas and social‘action

""“media 8 Thus one of the. issues which may be examined s whether newspapers o

3'cause of'newspapers John Eriekson has recognized\the interaction pf ideas

';-{focracy, responsible capitalism, small-town-pastoralism, individualism, mod- _‘ ,
n;eratism,_order, leadership, and, closest to ideas, ideoloqy This is a /f//
Efﬁﬂnormative approach ‘the question being addressed in this paper goes beyond

; which ideas newspapers or newspapermen favor to whether newspapers have

{carried ideas and, whether the social interplay of ideas takes place be-

7

The problem of recognizing the ideas to be analyzed illﬂstrates that

thew exist outside of elite thought and may have become altered as they
“became affected by social action; Despite criticism bf litists, ideas

are: altered through any soci?l movement, not Just by treatment inathe mass e

s

act as a conduit for ideas from elite thought to society :" }

o . The Problem of Popular Culture
Considering elite culture and mass*cultuF3§ however, posrts the second R

possible difficulty in“devéﬁoping an‘autonomy of &deas for=§ournalism history

Jean Hard suggests popuTar culture--as opposed to éarey s, broader cultural
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history--as one one of the uge?ul new approac!'s open to journalism his-
. torians.9 (She also suggests quantitative studies, which would seem the
‘u'=very antithesis of a study of ideas.’ This methodology perhaps could be
| “.femployed however, to catalogue the frehuency with whighﬁhdeas are reported
'\;L-or the variations by which they are expresSed ) . It-might appear that the
N {lelite culture-mass culture spectrum would parallel the internal-external
;’.spectrum of ideas, facilitating the study of ideas through the availability :
}hfof the increasing body of literature produced by the continuing dialogue
A between elitists and popular culture adherents But the vast~bulk of this
rmaterial seldom addresses itself to the news media specifically, anc ignorcs"
f_' newspapers almost entirely The mass media in this literature exist as a
yi; seemingly understood entity, and the elements are‘fherefore usually not
r

'"i.defined (Elite-mass culture is not the focus of Gans's 1979 b
N ‘ Perhaps these views of mass culture should .not be expectedé : !peak .

)" 'f (to the ‘needs of another discipline, and indeed ‘for the Journalisﬁyhistorian L
; )

seeking ideas, the limitations of this work shortly become apparent, even.
L

- the work of those who- accept mass culture Those elitists who' do not accept.

v ° _mass culture (a,group which includes Bernard Rosenberg, Dwight Macdonald
;‘f, and Ernest van den Haag) tell the Jdurnalism historian there are. no 1deas
in newkpapers, Tet alone any. that have been altered M ninety-nine .

percent of the material conveyed to us by the mass communications media is

aesthetically and intellectually trivial "10 T
Herein Seem to lie the ironies in the popular culture approach to

,iournalism history a major concern of the elitists 1s that the mass media

present a maJor threat to man' s autonomy,]] -Just when the journalist sees

his’ role to be the: same as the elitists’--to provide mass man with the

J

L )

"»-.
L




L mass publication because of te hnology. was seen as tbe aoent of literacy ‘
~ r

' information which can free him from social, political and economic
‘pressures 12" (That the journalist hasbeen "unable to achieve widespread v

E appreciation for this function on the public s behalf may. con tituae .ae Lo
.jultimatg irony--that the press is” indeed incapable of conveyinq ideas!) , |

~ The’ historian of idéas in Journalism will be interested in tratinq the rea- ¢
asons for the irony that in the 19th century;‘the newspapér, as it became a’

~

and culture Today. the téchnology of mass communications is seen as. the
antithesis of culture. Then there is the irony of findinq that perhaps ':
elements of the press, because’ they carry ideas and cater t# an_increasingly
educated readership, themselves become elite and no longer are the mass media
~which can accurately te labeled the Fourth Estate,i,3 as“ill be discussed |

] ‘ . a e e B

shortly
| writers such as Herbert Gans, David Manning Hhite, and Edward‘w Shils,
' who do not fear the effects of such an egalitartan culture, offer little
?more insight than: the elitists14 for the journalism histdrian cataloguing '
: ideas Their views.may be. useful as Leonard Sellers and william Rivers 2
found, in providinq the necéssary balance fo the el; ‘tists. But Leo Rosten,
the spokesman they select, attempts to justify the non-intellectual content' S
'-of the news .media at the expense of ‘the idea transmission role they play )
for all levels of thought "The intellectual deficiencies of the mass media
"are. a function of the deficiencies of the masses "15 That the authors of .
this 1977 book had éo reach back to al7z -year-dld article indicates Just .
how - infrequently newspapers have hsen examined for evidence 'of American

}r

,thought .' -, : '- o ) R T N

~
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Hhon ,iournalism is" studied as ‘part of popular‘ culture. it is
' froquentl.y done with tho characteristic preconceptions that Journalists

‘wtlll use only nhat will "axcite. stimulate. and titillote an audiani:e."]6 ‘

Aa genarolization uhich ignores the work of serious newspapers as well as

| tho First Anendmant role of the pv‘ess of informing the electorate ]7 l‘here-
: i’ore. the litorature of popular culture appears to afford the intellectual
Ahistorian little assistance. and may .even cloud the work as the promising

’

byt largely inapplicable studies are consulted
- . \\, 4

lmrmmmﬁmwwmﬁsmu

LY

| ¢
e It may be found that not only are the t)raditional methodologies of
history and intellectual hi story appropriate. but that they offer a: |
;"5‘-:{"‘;‘»‘ philqsophical stance. uhich un'ltes elite and mass culture, and Journalism
- his ry and journalism Roy Harvey Pearce conlnents as a huuanist on the
el te-popular culture dichotomy: - | - .
" to[the hunanist] would undersgand mass culture .

, ranscend it. But he would, or should, admit that
even he cannot-transcend it all the time--perhaps even:

7 “mogt of the time. What he wants is to frcure that there ..
> always will be the possibility for the transcending;.in -
S short, that mass culture has a viable- relationship with .
ST eliteculture S . T o

4 o 1 emphasize e culture. Let us’ not be

irresponsible, or cowa ly. ‘and call it high cu o
. Let us not conceal from ourselves the fact that, ltke =
¢ T mass culture, it must always inyolve the\problem of -
‘ social status, measured- some way or anothér. For S
o “elitism® carries responsibilities which mere "height"
: does not. 1In cultivating his responsibilities--a measure
_of his.dignity--the humanist will perforce cultivate -
 his elitism, and so do what he can to work toward the -
productioh of not mass but m_g_ culture. :




. 'tho Fourth Eotate as it traffice in ideas, 1f indeed he had the press. in '

. * e : . L. R o
.

1 suggest that when mass culturs is healthy, when a . ‘

- good part of its. health derives from the fact that it has a .
viable fllotion with alite gglture, it is, or could be,

: r culture; and that 1t¥Wight well counter, or at least L.
‘slow down, the forces of doporoouali;ation and alienation -~ | . -

.| vhich threaten.us. I shall suggest®that one of the pecessary .

| conditions of onriuthontic comnunity is a gogulor ture--un -

E authontio pooplo . oulturo.‘ : ‘

A In the unturo.of wodorn lifo iuch a culturo-popular

_or elite—must bo accessible to oll. R )

a Indeed, anyono ‘'who io-‘ icated to ‘the caise of a . ‘ -
.getiuinely elite culture shirks his duty if. he does not also-
dodiclto himlolf to tho cause of a gonuinoly_popular culture

e

Tho wording ochpea thht of Ro-toﬂ!o. s S

xooponaibility tncronoo- ‘with capacity, and ohould bo
depanded of those in positions. of power. Just as I hold the -
. intellectual more responsible. thnn others for thegrigorous K .= .
exploration of phonomnna.ond the courageous enunciation of 3
truths, so, too, do I ask for ‘bet er and still better per-
fornnncé from_  those who have the awesome power to shape r \
men's ninds..lg : _,,._*________*_X Y e

‘ Ponrce ontioipateo and’ minimizoo tho proﬁlem of the ﬂgo;s‘s itself ‘:ﬁ' ..
bocondng elite and thus looing ito identificatipn with the people as .

Yo T
mind. He ia joined by John Higham, who claims -the joining of high culture
»_.with popular thought may turn out to bo the most - considerable achieveuagt
’of new 1utellectunl history Led by Morfe Curti and Ralph H. Gabriel,
- Higham oaya, histori&na have ahown that the intellectual ‘history of a

o douocratioqoociety, where no class l}nes,set natural limits to'the

‘oirculatlon of:ioeho, calls for close attention to.thé ptocooses of-
popular diffusion and intellectual crystallization.20 D
: - . h ) (,




T IV.‘ The Use of History .
5 The charga of responsibility by Pearce and Rosten to the cultural

guardians speaks as much to the prgct*gf”' Journalist as fo the Journalism
bistorian._ Journalists and historians are equally uneasy with any "use of
history which hints of a Nhig Jr any. other didaotic interpretation, yet
thosa uho consider Journalists intellectuals in American culture have come
to expect a conscious attention to ideas in the American pgess 21

“To this point. this ‘paper has implieck that newspapers report ideas
as circulated by politicians, ministers, or~even editorial writers "But .
* do newspapers. cover. as opposed to carry, ideas? It is this question to -
which Journalism historians and practicing Journalists may Jointly address ’%Hﬁt
themselves as they consider Pearce's "dedication. to the cause of a genuinely
elite cultufe-, in this way journalists may use intellectual history for

-a systematic covérage of ideasl ' s
' t\f The reporter covering ideas may hot be interested in tracing ideas back

to their Judeo-Christian roots, but will Jjoin the Journalism historian in

22 -

studying the role of ideas in American culture. Either may become more

proficient in thgs task through reading or course work 1in intellectual history,
but lack of classroom preparation has not precluded politicians from using '
ideas, from motivating aﬁd manipulating people ideologically for their own
purposes. fhe Nixon adminstration capitalized on the concerns of voters

' "f y administration) about the war in Viet Nam, crime. and

(as of coursefw
uelfare, to cite ‘themes whose ideological roots g0 beyond Puritan. thought .
into antiquitys‘ All threatened to erode. the American dream. '1hus it
was largely the: political sector, not theﬂ:ress, which anticipated and

articﬂlated these ideas. cover stories dn news magazines on middle
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Amri(‘ 4 or thunood oftnowwm £rom pbl .tica! not Journalistic. |

: act‘lvity 23 In. sh&t non-elite newspapers 1gnbred the 1ntallectua1 ghatto. )
too. until famnt took physical form, still another axample of evant-«
oricntad reporting Journal'lsm roots not only were no deeper 1nto ‘the 1n-
tal'lactual cmunity than tbey were into the social, but ere dapendent
upon the mediating p611t1ca1 sector to 1nterpret soci, thbught. . 7

L'lkevqse. the press strives to. cover econdmic news.’but usually not
with the philosophical background which wou'ld givy it an'lng. John Ma,y-
” ~nard mnes 1s salable on the qover of Time magazfne. but may not be 1nte-
grated into event-oriented report'lng. . Yet editors and readers al'lkd were
prepared: fn their classroom days to dul wfth "ldeas. even thnse of Adam
| Su1th. Thomas Malthus, and John l(enneth Galbraith - The extent of ‘the .,

neglect s seen when mass market paperbacks circulate fdéas more -widely .
1n- American cultureﬂ than newspgpers. “’ . o
_‘ Integration between events and ideas cou.ld be eﬂ'ected in current
relig'lous.‘ business, and education -thought' ideas generated 1n--univer$’1-~ .
tles; in phi.lgsophy as well -as physics departl:ents. could be. reported
to all of those who at one tile were exposed tq ideas da'lly in the C]&SSr
LA To date, only elite newspapers have sy:tmﬂcany c‘::;red 'ldeas.zqv 3
othar editors, for the reasons d'lscussed here, have let readers.turn to
spec'l&l‘lzed pub'l'lcat‘lons for 'In?'llectual fare. But there: is amp'le
. evidence—-outside of popular culture text books--that the mass media are -’
- .as capable of 1nterpret1ng.-1deas for- the publ4e as they are the_infricacies - ,

cf the space program-:and that the public s as prepared to deal with them.
R ,x“i‘ . .7 "‘ ) B .. 1 \‘v . ~~ ) . . . '
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Pcrhlps. in tho snrch for Mstorical pattems. tho Joumalim hutorian

wﬂl cffcct an autonm of 1deas which will as the' final {rony, facﬂitate
, tln circuhtton of {deas within tM culture.
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f;the social relation of 1deas.
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