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ABSTRACT o |
: A pro-ram of basic skilils instruction combinirg

English, sathesatics, and oral comaunications vas initiated in a
coamunity college to promcte mastery of these gkills in mstudents
fupcticning at a level eguiwalent to.less than grade .8ix on an
gnqlish pY¥acesent test. A grcup of 38 students were enrolled in three
separate classes in English, oral coasunicaticns, and sathesatics for
a total of 20 hours per veek for 12 veeks. The classes vere actively
integrated so that a saximum of trapsfer occurred both betveen the
classes and between school and daily 1ife activities. This

. integration was achieved through the appiicaticn cf skills 1earned in
one class to material teing taught in the other classes. Preliminary
results indicated that an integrated asic skills coyrse vas supericr
to separate, nonintegrated courses ip teaching basic skills to low
achievers. Of the 32 students coampleting the first sesester, 30

" received passing grades and 26 wera still enrclled in classes at
eddters cf the folloving semester. (Author/DF)
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ONE THAT WORKS! AN INTEGRATED PROGRA! OF BA:.IC SKILLS

Basic Skills in the community collegpe his become a present-d.y roality
as thoe néed to teach fundamental academic skills, rather than content, to
students functioning at lower levels has boen recognized. The vajpue nature
of the term "basic skills" has led each college to acterr.ine its own institu-
tional definition for the term and its own accoﬁ%anying éuidclincs. Thgse
definitions uﬁﬁ guidelines arec quite spécific to fhc institution and .he
populacidn it serves, »

Porterville College is a s-all, rural.collcg: in the southeast cerner
of\the San Joaquin Valley in California, serving a town of 17,000 and a
greater trade arca of 57,009, approximately 3% percent of whom are Hispanic.
The college itself has enro’led close to 2,200 students for the 1978-79
school year.

Over the past few years, the declining skills of entering :students have
been recognized and appropriate remedial courses implementzd Forterville
College now has three levels of remedial course work including the new basic
skills courses. Students arc placed into the proper level according to high
school grades and scores on standardized tests of reading and writing. '

These tests are required of all new full-time students. Only the lowest |
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level of instruction, Basic Skills 72, Mploments integratod instruction by
actively coordinating the threoo separnte basic nktlls'cnuracp.

Buslc Skills 72, adherine <o tho opun-door pollcy, serveu studonrs who
have been out of school for tome time, or who quit schoot’ut an enggy age, or
who have language difficulties, loarning disabilities, or a combination of
thosé and/~r $thor problemz. [n observing theso students, acveral common
charactoristics have been noted. (1) Most students are 1acking in self-
confidence., (2) They tend to exhibit poor orgwmizational abilities.

(3) They are very dependent acadomically. (4) Students low in ono aroa are
gonerally low in other areas i well.

Asﬁn result of these ohservations, the Basic Skills Committee at
Porterville College has defined basic skills as concerning our arcas of -
academic development--written communication, oral cdﬁmunication. basic
computations, and crganizational skills--plus a conscious effort toward
raisiny sclf-csteem through success-orieonted nctivities.‘ Three separatce courses .
from diff-~rent academic divisions were designed to serve these areas. It was
decided that these courses should be linted together to form a complete
academic progranm for'thcsc student: and that caveiul integration be maintained.
I+ was also emnhasized that althouph individualization is desirable, these
students are gencrally not independent learners and maximum teacher di -ection
in « traditional classroom would better serve their needs.

Program description
Students placed in Basic Skills 72 must enroll-in three scparate classes--

English 72, Oral Communications 72, and Math 72. Students are in c.ass nine
hours per week for English, plus five hours of iﬁdividualized lab for a total
of fourteen hours; receiving eight credits, four of which avply toward the

Associate of Arts Degrce. Math and Oral Communication classes both meet three
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hours per woek for two units of credit onch.‘only one vach of which applles
toward the A.A. Degroe. The totuls then are twonty hon‘b per woeok in ¢laas
for twolve unita of credit, six of wh'ch count towards graduation. The
classos are corductod during b repular romestor of eichroon woeks,

The Baalc Skills yuh, moeting tor an hour each aftornoon, 13 used for
comploting assignments from the Englir'., Math and Oral Commuﬁlcntlbn classes,
During this lab time, one instructor, two toaching assistants. and une student
alde work individuully with students on their asslgnments as ncedod. Additional
lah assignaents :re solecred tfrom various lab materials on an optional basis.
Each student keep:. @ record ot his lab-activitics on a timcshéot. The lab
{s also open another two nnurs every afternoon for mike-up work and extra lab
practice.

Course contont and intepration
Each course adheres to the principles of its separate discipline but every

effort is made to integrarte the courses,

English 72 includes skill dewvelupuent in word recognition and analysis,
phonics and spelling, vocalnlary, reading comprehension, flexibility of reading
rate, critical thinking and reading, the principles of basic grammar, sentence
and paragraph writing, and study skills. Includcd'in those study skills are the
dovelopment of organizational skills, outlining and note taking, writing
summarié%. use of the table of contents and indexes of the encyclopcdia'und
the dictionary, use of the library to nbtnxn‘rcsourcc materials, time manace-
ment, rcading maps, charts, tables and graphs, following directions and taking
te;ts. Recciving special emphasis is the application of these skills and
sur—ival techniques.

Exit level skills in English include reading at grade level 6.0 or above

as determined by a standardized recading test, and the ability to write simple

_ sentences without error.



The Oral Communications, 72 ¢ludn has courde content that includes
spoaking ln‘comploto phrases and linking there phrasea together ta form
idoas, being ubl&xtu offoctively uso standaml intformal Inglish speoch, the
ability to apeak and transmit a rational messape in front of u group for up
to three minutos or more in length, the utilization of listoning skllls..;nd
the understanding that words have difforent comnotations to pcoplo‘dbpcnding
upon their perception of the warld.

Oral communication also focuizes on overcoming shyness and doveluping a
positive self image, as weoll as learning to organize idoas and facts. Oral
Cormunications 72 doms« not have a formal exit level, but is basod.on o
standard grading: secale.

Tﬁo content in Math 72 is limitel primarily to the kesic cémputations
of addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division of\:i;le numbers,
dseimals, und fractions. Studentr arc also asked to write out numbers, to
orpanizs math , roblems, to Liow mith terminology and svmbols, to know how
to read and analyzo math problems, and to understand units of measurement.
Diagnostic pre-testing and post-testing determines students' necds and progress.
Exit levels are dependent upon mastery 3r the material.

A most inportants part of any successful proyram is the people involved.
At Porterville Colleéc there ave cxc:p:}onql people interested and involved
in the Basic Skilis 72 Program. These include the adninistrative personnel--
who actively support the progrim--three well-qualified instructors, two
credentialed teaching assistants, two student aides, and most important--
dedicated stuiants, .

Although these classes nre taught separately, they are actively integrated

in order to provide maximu. application and transfer among courses. This is

accomplished by weekly roziinns of the instructors involved and additional
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meetings with the toaching assiastanta. In thetio sessions, specific probloms
.with methoda, materiala, and tndtviduul atudents are d@;cuﬁn@d. us well as

ways to trannfer instruction amang the clanaes.  In additlon, ene of the
- teaching u‘aistnnta‘goes to vach clasd with the student i, thoreby providing
continunug comnunication betweon ouach sepmont,s

Classes are intpgrated in a nugber af waya, One obviousz metiod i3 the

_tonching of roubulury and spolling in the Eaglish ¢lass from Oral Comsunications
and Math, Coumunicatlon shilliy iacussed In Oral Comnunications are practiced

in the Inglish journal, Ovganization and nutllqlng including pain tdeas,
sub-{Joas, and eupmrorting detalle ave pch!lvnd’in hath Oral Communications

and Lnnll%ﬁ cluasos uting rhe sawe voacahulary and procedures, Students do o
complete research broject resulting an o tera paper for Lngliah and a4 speech

for Oral Communications, A unit on career eoxploration is used to teach rcuading
and writing and is alio used as a basis yor one of the speeches in Oral
Comnunications. Another way in which wrzrién and organization are incorporat~d
{nto Ural Conmnéucationa {2 by Dhaving students critique, in writing, cach other's
speeches. These critigues are corrected for content in Oral Communication and
for mechanics in English.

. Intograting math with the other é;o clasics is a little more difficult,
One technique used is to have students work in groups of three in the Oral
Communications class to gxplnin‘to cach other math concepts introduccd in the
Math class. In English, Math wo:d problems arc read and analyzed. Some of
the critical th nking excrcises uscd in the Cnglish class involve math.

One of the materials used is a ncwspuﬁer written in easy English for
adults? This newspaper incorporates basic skills in each area centered
around current news. Other material used is primarily teacherprepared.

Besides‘th meetings to integrate skills and the assistant who mcets

with each class, the instructors frequently visit cach other's classes and

. .
HY

6




attend the afternoon iab to asslut students,
: .

Results and conclusions
This program was first luplemented the Lall semeater of the JU7A-TY

school year, Of the 38 stfiuents wha bhegan the course, Y completed the class
with only two falling grades.

N A follow-up study of miltern prados the semester folluning enrollment
in tho Basic Skills course ahowed positive rosults. Of the 32 students
comploting the courme, 26 (Ml percert) were still enrolled in courses at -
Porterville dollvgo. Thesa enralled in courdes in the flelds of English,
Math, or Oral Communicattonn had geados ranging from B to D with only twu i''s,
This appears to be si: :flcantly Indlcativo of success in academic coursos.

Protiminary rc..lta imdlcate that an iptermsive, comprehentive, and -
{mtoprated co-rse of Baxic Shills {s superior to scparato, non-integratoed
courstes in toaching basic shills to low-level students. Thi statement iy’
based primarily unon subj-ctive chIuatton a8 an objective research design
was not implomentoed. ‘

The Basic Skills 72 Program was rep. ated during the Spring semester, 1979,
Several changes in curriculu: wul techndonues were made to impéﬁve the courso
and more sugpested for the next semester. Positive results on tests and
grades, as well as subjective evaluation by students, teaching and administra-
tive personncl, ' the cortwn:ty, have 1rd the Baslc Skills Committee to

recommend its continuance in the fmture.
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