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Foreword

Fam pleased to make the fifth annual report on the
procram and plans of the National Center for Tidu-
cation Statistics. Fhis report was prepared inore-
sponse o Seetion 400 of Public Law 93 380, which
established the Center as the focal poine for the
collection, analysis and dissemination of datic on the
condition of education, both nationally and abread.

This publication provides an overvies of the major
program activities for fiscal vear 1979 and plans for
1980, The Center provides dita to monitor trends
in cducation and address kev polics issues. These
data are suppleniented by special studies which are
mandated by Congress or developed i rerponse to
a specitic need within the Department or the educa-
tion community. For Congress. we are developing
prafiles showing the degree to which cach State has
cqualized ity resources for clementan -secondan
cducation. This report will be made o the Fall of
1979, Data from a newly estabhished national voca-
tonal education data system on corollments and
program completers will be reported 1o the Congress
in 1980, NCES is also initiating the Fieh School and
Bevond study which will provide up-to-date informa-
ton on aceess and participation in postsecondary
cducation and the transition from cducation to work.

[neressinghy, the Center’s program not only reflects
the need o nrovide datae shich addresses current
policy issues but also highlizhts the meining and
signiticance of data. Repoits in fiscal vears 1979 and
1980 will analyvze the condition of Hispanic cduca-
“tion, the emplovment status of recent college grad-
vates. trends in vacial composition of hicher edoca-
tion, and the reventes and expenditures of Targe cin
school districts compared to those of their own

States.

We depend on voluntary cooperation from our re-
spondents o report data to us, Heneeo we engage
cooperative actisities  with States 1o define data
needs. and we provide assistance to the States 1o
develop comparable data bases. Federal-State plan-
ning i a significant clement in our continuing elforts
to reduce datac burden, '

Recognizing  that providing facts and figures on
American education is the Center’s primary reason
for being, we administer a comprehensive program
to provide that information in o varicty of ways o
meet the needs of many users.

Part One of this report contains a statistical report
on the condition of cducation in the United States.

We hope that this report will help the reader under-
stand the program activities and services available
from the National Center for Education Statistices.

Marie D Fldedee
Admumstrator
Natonal Center for Education Statistics
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1. Introduction

NCES Purpose

The National Center for Education Statisties (NCES)
is the primary Federal agency responsible for col-
lecting statisties which portray the condition of edu-
cation in the United States and abroad. analyzing
the meaning and signiticance of such statisties, and
assisting State and local education agencies and in-
Jitutions in devising and implementing standard
statistical sastems. :

Advivory Counc't on Fducation Statistics

The statuiory Advisory Council on Education Statis-
tivs, composed of public and Federal representatives,
reviews the Center’s policies and sets standards 1o
ensure the high quality: and nerpoliveal nature of
NCES products wad services, and makes an annual
report to Congress.

NCES Objectives

The NCES program is divided mto two nutjor activi-
ties: education statistios and statistical sevices. The
obicctives for these activities derive directly from
the Center's legislative authority in section 406 of the
Gieneral Education Provisions Act

Fducation Statistics—To develop and maintain a
core of education statistics on both institutions and
individuals for monitoring trends in elementary. see-
ondary, and postsecondary education and for provid-
ine information to address policy issues. Such issues
inchide: problems of declining enroliment. school
finance. need for education personnel in specialized
areas. tinancial condition of education. employment
Jatis of recent college graduates, accessibility 1o
postsecondary education for women and minoritics,
relationship of education and employment, impact of
vocational education on carcer development, and
need for bilingual education.

Sratistical Services-—To develop and maintain a com-
preheasive program of services that will maximize
aceessibility and usefulness of NCES education sta-
tistics. Services include assistance to States and insti-
titions o develop comparable data at all levels of
cducation: analysis to clarify the meaning and signifi-
cance of statistics on the condition of education: and
disseminaion of timely, useful information to the

public.

NCES Strategies

The NCES Tong-range strategy for achieving its ob-
jectives is (1) to structure an integrated. comprehen-
Jive, and flesible data base for delineating the essen-
tial features of the condition of American education
as hackground for monitoring trends and determining
policy: and (23 to provide a coordinated program of
assistance, analvsis and dissemination.

During fiscal vears 1979 and 1980, NCES will focus
on the following short-term objectives: produce trend
and relevant policy data. increase data comparability.
expand data interpretation, improve data quality,
and disseminate timely information. NCES will ac-
complish this by

e Initiating a national longitudinal study of 1980
high school sophomores and senjors 1o -determine
participants in major Federal programs, examine the
phenomenon of dropping out of high school, and
assess the relationship between the high school pro-
cess and postsecondary attainment and career choice.

/ 1
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o Establishing u school district data base system
that can be used to assess equalization of resources
for clementary-secendary education,

e Coliecting data on enrollments and program com-
pletions in vocational education to complement State
demand data in particular occupations,

o Assisting States, school districts, and institutions
to develop comparable statistical systems and report
timely and accurate data.

o Preparing policy-related studies onaceess and par-
ticipation, school finance, institutional characteristics.
cducation and ciployment, bilingual education and
teacher supply and demand.

e Undertaking methodologreal studies to improve
the quality. timeliness and usclulness of data.

o Utilizing a special central stafl to assare timely
disposition of all data requrests,

[@
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II. Education Statistics

The Fducation Statistics program provides informa-
tion on clementary, secondary and postsecondary
cducation: transition from school to waork s and learn-
ing resources. Data are colleeted from education -
stitutions and agencies on enrollments, staff, and
finances: from students on participation . ond the
impact of . cducation programs: and from hbraries.
muscums and cducational broadeasting stations on
statling, finances, and services.

The following section deseribes the Center's educa-
tion statisties program for tiscal vear 1979 and plans
for 980,

Elementary and Secondary Education

Clementary ssecondary cdecation has recenved con-
siderable attention in recent veans, Tack of student
achicvement. teenage unemplovment, and teacher
strikes hine contributed 1o pubhic disenchantment.
Despite declining enrollments and school closings,
costs continue o mount and court-ordered services
contintie to increase. Recent court rulings that school
revenues  shall not be weadthi-diseriminatory and
pas-age of meastres o linnt taxes and spending in
mainy  communitics emphasize the importance of
reliable finance datas The NCLS clementars -seeon-
dary statistics program provides decisionmakers al
all Tevels with data to monmtor the condition of edn-
cation. address policy issues, and allocate funds 1o
administer Trederal programs,

Trends in Public Fducation

The Center's public clementars -secondary edacition
data base s built upon o cooperative Federal-State
program  designed to provide hasic information on
cnrollment, staffs and finance. These data, collected
annually, provide inforination an o cnrolfments by
wrade. stafling by assignment at the school district
Jevel as well s State-acgregated diata on reventies
and expenditures. Data are obtained from State edu-
cation ageney records, then edited and compiled for
NCES. NCES reimburses the States for the incre-
mental costs of tabulating and compiting the data
into NCES fornuats,

The data are used o monitor sach trends as enroll-
ment erowth or decline. chanees in pupil-teacher
ratios, Nuctuations in stafl assignments, proportion
of wonmen and men administeators, and changing
schiool organization patterns, The tinancal datin are
the busis for making State allocations for Federally
admimistered formula programs and for comparing
instructional costs with otlier education ¢xpenditures,

Also included in the NCES data base are school
district finance data collected for NCES by the Bu-
reau oi the Census: data on enrollment by race/
cthiniany collected by the HEW Offics for Civil
Rivhis: and data on stafl by race ethnicite collected
by the Fgual Emplovment Opportunity Commission,
Statistios from other Federal and State agencies,
which colleet infornmuon by school district, are he-
ing incorporated into the base to enhance and expand

analytic capacity,

[Fiscal vear 1979 activities:

® Publish statistics on enrollment. staff and finance
77 7X.

Fiscal vear TOSO plans:

e Publish stansties on enrollment and stdl for
fo7s 7o,
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Privare School Trends

Private schools enrodl slighy over 10 percent of the
clementarvasecondary school population. Data on
private school enrollments. stafling. and tinances as-
sist decision-mahkers in monitoring trends in popula-
ion <hifts between public and private schools, esti-
mating the number of private schools participating in
Federal programs, and making more aceurate enrotl-
meni projections.

Until the 1970 77 schoal vear. when NCES began
to calleet consistent and recurring data on private
schouls, there had been no Federal sehedule of
surveys in this important area ol the clementary -

secondary school systen.

Fiscal vear T970 activities:
TR oschoal vear to sup-
foTu.

o Report data on the 1977
plement preliminary findings issued in Januan

e Complete the 197879 survey.

e Coordinate the sample designs of all NCES sur-
veys woing to private schools sothatindividual
schools do not receive more than one survey form.

Fiscal vear 1080 plans:
e Acquire the 197980 data.

e Report data on the 1978 79 sehoet vear.

School Finance

Fquitable finuncing of clementary-secondary cduca-
tion is 1 naor issue of both the States and the Fed-
eral governnient. Stimulated by recent judicial and
Jeaislative actions, muany States are attempting 1o
create systems of State financial aid that will alleviate
the tiscal and educational disparities resulting from
variations in local property wealth among school dis-
tricts. A parallel issue invoives ensuring adeqguate
funding for children with special needs. The Federal
Government evidenced  concern by creating the
1070 72 Presidential Commission on School Fi-
nance. which laid the eround work for the 1974
Congressional mandate (o encourage and support
State study of inter-district disparities.

Although the finance problem has existed Tor many
vears, there has been a lack of comprehensive infor-
mation and data needed 1o address the problem. To
provide Congress with such information. the Educa-
tion Amendments of 1078 call for a comprehensive
study of schoal finance. Specitically. legislution man-
dates that NCES prepare Sta'e educational finance
profiles NCES is now preparing profiles of ciach
State showing the extent of resoudee disparities in
clementarv-secondary education among the sizhool
districts within cach State and among the States.
This report will be made 1o the Congress hiennially
beginning September 30, 19790 In - developing the
profiles. NCES will consider expenditure disparities,
disparities, price differentials,  and
jrupil-teacher ratios.

wealthi-hased

g
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To aid in the preparation of the profiles. NCES

conducted a 6-State pilot study to identfy available

data fer use in preparing the 1979 and subsequent
protife reports. Results of the study are being used
to plan the development of the school district duta
base svstem. The 6-State pilot stidy also assesses
the usefulnes: of existing Federal data bases and the
difficulties of supplementing them with available
State data. evaluates data comparability: problems
among States, and indicates how additional data can
b used in subsequent profile reports. In 1980, NCES
will conduct o 30-State survey to gather State cate-
gorical program and other data needed o prepare
the 1981 equity profiles. This survey will supplement
recularly scheduled surveys by NCES and the Bu-
reau of the Census, As part of its program of school
tinance studies. NCES will meree finance data with
other of its data on clementary-secondary school
districts and examine the statistical qualities and wc-
fulness of alternative equity measures,

Fiscal vear 1979 activities:

e Conmplete a ptlot study in O States to assist in the
preparation of the profiles report.

e Complete the first cqualization protfile report for
the Congress, including statistical profifes of all
States.

Fiscal vear 1980 plans:

¢ Administer through the Burcau of Census he
[OT78 79 survey of revenaes and spenditures of gl
school districts.,

e Conduct & 30-State survey to supplement the Cen-
sus and NCES duata in several arcas, including Staie
categorical programs,

® Morge basic finance data with other NCES data
on clementary-secondary school districts,

e Examine statistical qualities and useiulness of
alternative equity micasures,

Feactier Suppiy amd Demand

Although the teacher surplus continues, there is evi-
dence that this condition may change by the carly
1980 The supply of newly qualified teachers has
been decreasing since 19730 but it continues to ex-
ceed demand by abont S0-90,000 teachers annually,
Cnrrently there s no instructional field with a laree
unmet demand. While opportunities have increased
in some specialty areas such as special education. it
appears that the demand is about equal o supply.
Sonre shortages are stll pereeived to exist in the
arcas of bilingual education and the Tearning dis-
abled.

Projections of increases in school enrollments for
the TURO'S sngeest a period of increasing teacher
demand for the future. If the supply continues 1o
decrease inoresponse to current market conditions,
some shortages could emerge by the mid-1980%.
However if the supply should increase in response
to projected increases in demand. then a teacher
surplus will continue,

To monitor these conditions und enable the Center
to report annually to Congress on supply and de-
mand., NCES initiated a regularly scheduled program
i fical vear 1970, Information is obtained throuzh
the sarvey of recent college graduates on the num-
ber of graruates added to the teacher suppiyv. These
data are collected from a representative sample of
recent college araduates who received o bachelor’s
or master’s degree the preceding vear. Data are
abso collected on their emplovinent prospects. par-
ticularly of those qualified 1o teach. The 1980 sur-
vey of 197879 araduates will be the third survey.
cnabling  planners and  policvmakers o monitor
trends in teacher supply.

[
e~
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The recent college graduates survey also addresses

the demand for teachers by providing data on ihe

number of newly qualified teachers who were hired
to teach by teaching ticld. In addition o this study,
the Center is undertaking a national survey of local
cducation agencies to obtain supplementary demand
information. Speciticallv, data will be collected on
the number of emploved teachers by teaching tickd.
number of districts with teacher position apenings.
number of position openings for which a qualificd
teacher could not be located (shortacesy and fickds
i which demand is likely o increase decrease within
the next five vears.

Fiscal vear 1979 activities:

e Complete the reports on the 1978 surves af 19760
77 college graduaies newly qualificd to teach.

e Prepare the TYSO survey of TOTR 70 collee vrad-
uates.

o Prepare the fall 1979 survey of teacher demimnd

and shortages.

Fiscal vear 1980 plans:

e Administer the falt 1979 of teacher de:

mand @nd shortages,

SUrs ey

o Administer the sinvey of 1978 79 colleve eradhu-
ates and estimate teacher shortares and demand.

Speciad sudies

Student Participation in Federal Progranis:

\ number of school dodicts e encouatered prob-
lems arisinye from the chigibihiny of individual stu-
dents Tor more thun one Federally funded educa-
tion procram. Federal programs are distinet, cach
aimed ot meeting the needs ot aspecific target group
rather than the multiple needs o childrens A a
result, contlicts may arise at the Tocal school system
Teve! as they attenpt to meet dual wouls - —compliance
with the faws and regulatons tor specitic programs
and provision of optimum education services o the
child, The addition of separate State-funded cate-
corical programs may confound the problen. Under
WOch Cireunistances, appropridte services may not be
provided for some children. Also, the record-heeping
reguired may be unduly burdensome.

In fiscad vear 1979, NCES collected and will report
Jdata through the fast response survey system to de-
seribe and anahyze school district coneerns stemming
from muluple cligibilitv for Federal programs. The
survey is designed toohtin an understanding of the
nature and extent of problems related 1o multiple
clgibilite and participation in three federal pro-
crams: Flemensarv-Secondiny BEducation At
CESESY CTide ©oedueation of the disadvantaged:
FSIAL Tit'e VL bilingual education: and Public
Law 94 1220 cducation of the handicapped. The
data will help Federal policvmakers to determine
what efforts, if anv. are needed o improve the co-
ordingtion of these programs.

School Distict Needs (Tide F Evaluations):

Fhrough State education agencies and revional tech-
nical assistance centers. the Federal government pro-
vides assistanee to school districts in conducting
Elementary Sceondary Fducation Act (ESEA)
Fitde T evaluations, To assess school distriet needs
for technical assistance, NCES will conduct a fast
response survey for the office of the Assistant Sec-
retary for Planning and Evalustion in 1979 Infor-
mation will be collected from school districts about
their current and anticipated needs for assistance for
specific: Title 1 evaluation activities. The findings
will contribute to the development of an improved
technical assistance program for Title T evaluations.

i ey
1g



Administrator Training Needs:

The aceelerated riwe of change in society and in the
«hools has inereased and extended the responsibilities
of administrators into itreas not covered by tradi-
tional trajning programs. To ascertain the current
training needs of school administrators, NCES con-
ducted a fast response survey for the Assistant Sce-
retary for Education (ASE).

NCES obgined information from school districts on
the extent and natire of training needs. The results
indicating widespread peed for training in conmunity
relations, eneray management and school finance.
are being paed by ASE for program planning and by
institutions, of hicher cducation and State and focal
cducation ggencios o improve ainms progiianis,

Arts Lducation:

Recent vears have seen the grovth of fostrony advo-
cacy for arts education in the clenentary-secondan
whools. Ar the request of the TS0 Otfice of Fduca-
tor's Arts in Educaton Program. NCES conducted
a Tast response survey o obtam information on the

status of arts cducation in State dqwtmum of

cducation. n 1979, Stte cducation agencies were
surveved to identify existing ares edacation programs
needs at the clementary-
data was obtamed

and determine progrim
secondary jevel. Mare speaitivally.
on the extent of State commitment to arts education
as reflected by the adoption of official policy state-
ments and gesolutions: and on the wtilization of Fed-
eral program resourees for State arts projects. The
findings will be used to help formuliate program plans
and p()IILIL\ for the Asts in BEducation Program and
1o assist arts educators and orcanizations in their
efforts to expand arts cducation,

Postsecondary Education

\Major social and cconomic problems challenge post-
secondary education: equal opportunity to- pursue
postsccondiary education, financial health of institu-
tions. declining enrollments, limited job opportunities
for graduates, and public demand for accounts ihility.
Concern for equity l’u\.ulu all decisions relating to
access and participation in education programs, pro-
vision of student services, including financial aid. and
institutional emplovment practices. Financial prob-
lems are aggravated by the taxpayers” revolt which
may foree [thllt institutions to reduce services. Fn-
dowment and investment income of private 1n\lllu-
tions is failing to keep pace with spiraling costs,
causing institutions to look for uther sources of in-
come to avoid using capial funds, Institction: which
rely heavily on taidion income are confronted with
finding cnough students to remain open. The ceon-
omy is also affecting graduates who are having diffi-
culty i finding jobs in their Gields.

NCES asists planpers and poiicymakers at all levels
of government by providing reliable information to
make decisions about higher, vocatonal, and non-
collestate postsecondary education,

{10 e Fducation

Access to higher education, institutional financial
health and increasing salaries and tuition costs are
major issues in higher education, NCES administers
the annual higher education general information sur-
vev LHEGES) o collect and disseminate datia on the
numbers and chiracteristios of students'and staff, and
on the fimancial status and operations of ali the Na-
tiop's public and private colleges, universities, com-
munity and other 2-year colleges. The data are used
by planners, analysts, rescarchers, and managers in
Federal and State agencies, higher education associa-
tions, palicy and rescareh agencies, and institutions
of hicher education v monitor trends and to address
policy issues.

ERIC
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In response to the data needs of the Office for Civil
Rights, racial cthnie characteristies are collected in
the fall enrollment and carned degree surveys in

alternate vears. Since these data are collected one

vear for enrollment and the next for degrees, report-
ing burdens are minimized without decreasing the
depth and utility of the HEGIS data base.

Recurrent data are also collected on student resi-
denee and out-of-State migration, adult continuing
education. libraries, und physical facitities. A com-
prehensive  study - of higher education facilities.
emphasizing accessibility for the handicapped, will
be conduceted in fiscal vear 1980

A major planning activity for the future of HEGIS
is the completion of a proposed S-year minimum
data collection plan for postsecondary education,
currently being reviewed by the education commu-
nity, including representatives of Federal agencics.
The plan is desizned o meet priority user needs and
to reduce respondent burden.

Fiscal vear 1979 activities:

o Administer annual su vevs oninstitutional char-
acteristivs. enrollment. dogrees conferted. facalty sal-
aries. and revenues expenditures.

o Administer bicnnial survess on: student residence
and out-of-State student migration, academic librar-
ies. and carned degrees by race and ethnic origins,
o Prepare reports for surveys administered in fiscal
vear 1U78.

Fiscal vear 1980 plans:

e Readminister annual surveys.

o Administer a comprehensive survey of collese and
university facilities. emphasizing aceessibility for stu-
dents with physical. visual, and hearing impairments.
o Adminisier biennial surveys on adult continuing
education programs and opening fall enrollment by
race and cthnic origine of college and  university
enrollees.

o Prepare reports for survevs administered in fiscal
vear 1979,

Vocarional Fducation

Since the passage of the Smith-Hughes Act in 1917,
the LS. Congress has been substantively involved in
vocational education. In the 1975 legislutive reau-
thorization hearings, it was apparent that national
data on vocational education were inadequate. The
House Report on these hearings posed the following
questions: “Who is being served in vocational edu-/
cational  programs? What are they being served?
What is being accomplished? And what is the cost?”
To obtain answers to these guestions, the Congress
authorized NCES, in the Education Amendments of
1976, to establish a Federal-State vocational educa-
tion data svstem (VEDS).

Noncollegiaté Posivecondary Fducation

NCES collects data on public and private noncol-

legiate postseeondary schools, programs and
students. In 19780 almost three-quarters of  the

1,760,000 students were enrolled in private schools
indicating the importance of the private noncol-
[ceiate postsecondary seetor. Early in the 1970%s,
NCES began a series of surveys to learn more about
noncollegiate postsecondary schools, their oceupa-
donal programs, and their students. Approximately
9,000 public and private schools with occupational
progrims are surveved every other vear. “Sample”
sehools receive o longer form requesting more de-
il on programs, enrollments, completions, and staff
for the preceding 12 months, National estimates are
developed from these data which help to provide
information on personnel supply o meet national
needs and o determine eligibility for Federal and

other programs.

The universe survey of 9,000 schools and HEGIS
data on 2-year institutions supply the information
for the Directory of Postsecondary Schools With
Occupational Progranesy. The sample survey furnishes
the data for a deseriptive report on the characteristics
of noncolleviate postsecondary schools,

.



In 1977. NCES conducted o study of stadents en-
rolled in noncollegiate postsecondary schools to - de-
termine their pereeptions of the training experiences.
The seeond survey is being conducted in 1979, As
in the tirst survey, schools will be sampled to pro-
vide representation by type of school and program
offered. From this sample a nationally representa-
tive sample of students will be drawn. Stadent pro-
files are derived from data on student and parental
educational background, sex racial cthnic group.,
military status, work experience and plans, past and
current occupational training experiences, reasons
for selecting the program and school and career

plans.

Fiscal vear 1979 activities:

o Administer the biennial survey ol characteristics
of students in noncollegiate schools.

o Publish descriptive report of characteristics and
programs of noncollegiate postsecondary schools
hased on data coliected in fiscal year 1975,

o DPublish Dircctory of Postsecondary Schooly With
Occupational Programy, 1978, which includes both
noncellegiate schools and 2-vear colleges with ocen-

pational programs.

Fiscal vear 1980 plans:
o Rueadminister the hicomial surs ey of noncollegiate
postsecondary schools.

e Prepare the report on students enrolled in non-
colleg ate postseeondary schools in 1978 79.

VEDS was developad as o reporting and acconnt-
ing svstem (o include information on - stidents by
race, ethnic origin and sex; programs; program com-
pleters and Teavers: stafls facilities: and expenditures
for all public sceondary and postsecondan schoaols
that administer vocational education. The main fea-
tures include using uniform definitions in all States,
obtaining urduplicated  student counts through
student-pased record svstem, and reporting thancial
expenditure data by type of program. Unique to
VEDS will be an assessment of the extent o which
proeram completers and leavers find employindat in
occupations related 1o their training and an evulua-
tion by the emplover of former students™ technical
knowledge, work atitades, and work quality.

Standard definitions and the identity of data elements
that would provide the legislatively required infor-
mation were specified by the U.S. Office of Educa-
tion and NCES. A field test of the preliniinary design
was conducted in 1978, This ficld test, conducted
in nipe States, provided information on the capacity
of the States to obtain and provide reliable, aceurate
Jdata from local education agencics and postsecond-
arv institutions. The field test results were used 1o
determine the data elements o be inctuded in the
survev, The first data arc being collected in 1979
for the school vear 1978-79.

VEDS is designed 1o assure that only salient State
level data are 1o be transmitted to the Federal gov-
ernment. It will contain two mojor functional cle-
ment-: g reporting svstem sending data aggregated
at the State level to the Federal levelr and an ac-
counting system,  designed 1o set record-Keeping
standards at the fecal or State level Tor program
audit planning and cevaluation purposes. The system
will be compatible with State occipational svstems
which produce data on ciaplovment demand., Usced
tegether, the two svstems will be capable ol provid-
e acontinuous assessient of occupuational supply
and demand.

Fiscal vear 1979 activities:

M At . . . . ' . . .3
e Collect data on enrolment. completers icavers,
stadf, and expendineres,

Fiscal vear 1980 plans:

s Rueadminister survevs on enrollment, completers
leavers, statl. and expenditures,

® Assess extent to which students find emplovment
and survey emplovers on their evaluation of the
former students” technical knowledge., work attiiudes,
and work quality.

e Complete report on the Condition of Vocational
Fucation.

[
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Teansition from School to Work

b order to assess the benefits of education, it s
import. tto discover how students nake the transi-
tion from school to work. Unless educational and
work opportunities are available. young people will
not be able to realize their aspirations and become
productive citizens, NCES administers a compre-
hensive program of statistics on the cducat’Hn and
work experiences of voung people through two pro-
grams: the national longitudinal studies of the high
wehool classes of 1972, 1980, and 1982, and bicnnial

survevs of recent college graduates.
National Longitudinal Str.dies

Aceurite data on the consequences of cducational
choice and performance are needed for better under-
dtanding of the forees at work within the secondary
and postsecondary education systems. One of the
major incans for obtaining these data are Jongitudinal
cudies that examine the results of education for
ditferent kinds of studerts. NCES conducts major na-
donal studies that measure eritical relationships in-
volved in the changes in the education and career
patterns of young adults as they oceur over time. The
studies provide a unigque data base for evaluating fuc-
tors that influence admission to and completion of
postsecandary education: the relat ionship of education
10 career choice and emplovment: and student par-
ticipation in Federal student financial aid progeams.,

Present studics include: NLS 72 and NLS 80--
High School and Beyvond.
i

10

NLS 720 A nationally representative sample of pub-
tic and private high school seniors in the class of
1972 were first supveved in the spring of that year.
Followup sarveys were made in the fall 1973, fall
1974 and fall 1976 to obtain information on their
post-high school education and work experiences, A
fourth followup will be made in the fall of 1979 1o
cather information about this group of young adults,
including data about students who graduated from
college and entered graduate school. the labor foree.
or botl. The fourth followup will provide data 1o
compare college graduates with college dropouts, o
assess the refationship of education o employment
opportunitics for women and minorities, and to ex-
amine the impact of postsecondary cducation on
students after they leave school. Data on the class
of 1072 have generated 250 rescarch studies over

the past 8 yvears.

NIS 8O-—High School and Beyond: In 1980, NCES
will add two new groups to the national Im\gilmlin;ll
study  program: high school sophomores and high
whool seniors. Fhe data base will be very usetul in
assessing the impact of major Federal programs on
blacks. Hispanies. and other groups: examining the
phenomenon of dropping out of high® school: and
determining how parents plan to finanee the post-
secondary ¢ducation of their children. The study has
heen designed o allow individual States to inerease
the size of the sample and add a supplementary
questionnaire or test which will enable State and
focal personnel to evaluate the impact of programs
and services on the performance. future cducation.
and cuarcers of their own students.

Fiscal vear 1979 activities:

e Administer the field tests for the fourth followup
survey of the high school class of 1572 and for the
1980 base year survey of high schoob sophmores and
seniors, ,

Fiscal year 1980 plans:

o Administer the fourth followup survey of NLS 72
and the full-scale survey' NLS 80—High School and
Bevond. ’ A

{6
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Recent College Graduates Study

The large investment that parents, students and edu-
cators nake in a college education raises a Key gues-
tion: how valuable is that cducation in terms of
seeuring a well-paving job? The question concerns
not only the immediate economic return for the
vears spent learning, but also—and perhaps more

Cimportantly-—job opportunities, the supply of pro-

fesstonal personnel, and the amount of money gov-
ernment should supply for all levels of post-high
school study.

To address the many facets of this question, NCES
administers a biennial survey of recent college grad-
nates. The survey provides information on employ-
ment prospects for college graduates by exaniining
ficlds of study as they relate o employvment and
carnings, The study also provides background. data
for planners and decisionmakers on a variety of
isstes. These include the cconomic returns of a
coltege education, supply and demand of profes-
sional personnels underemployment of college grad-
wates:  decess oo professional  opportunities for
women and minorities: and the relationship of Fed-
cral assistance to employment and post-hacealaureate
cducation. ‘

The third survey will be administered in 1980 o a
representative national sample of graduates who
received a bachelor’s or master’s degree in 197879,
Data will inctude fictd of studyv: financial assistance:
cmplovmient status: job characterisdes and carnings:
and sex. race and cethnic origins of graduates. With
the 1980 survey, biennial data beginning with 974
75 praduates will be available on the employment
outlook for college graduates. This study also pro-
vides basic data for the assessment of teacher supply
and demand desceribed carlier.

Fiscal vear 1979 activities:

e Compicte the reports on the [978 survev of
1976 77 college graduates.

e Prepare the 1980 .arvey of 197879 college

graduates.

Fiscal vear 1980 plans:

e Administer the 1980 survey of 197879 college |

eraduates.

Learning Resources

Libraries, muscums, and educational television are
~major resources designed to facilitate learning and
acquisition of  knowledge. NCES works with the
Oflice of Libraries and Learning Resources, the
Institute for Musceum Services, and the Corporation
for Public Broadeasting to provide data to assist in
program planning and management. In the nest two
vears NCES will conduet o new survey of services
and programs offered by muscums, and gather data
to update information on library personnel. school
library media centers. and academic libraries. In
addition. NCES will extend the current study on the
use of television and other technologies in elemen-
tarv-secondary education to provide information for
assessing the impact of educational technologies an
the teaching-learning process in higher education.

Visetms

NCES will study museum services in fiscal vear 1980
to provide data for ~1e newly established Institute of
Muscum Services. The Center will surves @ nationally
representative sample. of muscums and related in-
stitutions to collect data on their edueational and
program  services in o conjunction with clementary,
secondary, and postsecondary institutions. In- addi-
tion. the survey will cover the extent and nature of
cducational programs and services offered for adult
age groups. Data will also be provided on the role
of musenms in conserving: preserving and exhibiting
warks of art, historic objects, and scientific collec-
tions. In preparing for the survey, NCES in FFY 1979
established the universe of muscums and collected
hasic data on the numbers and types of muscums,
staff. expendicares, and attendance,

~
~J
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[.ihraries

During the past decade, cooperative IFederal-State-
local library networks have been icreasing. This
survey will provide information on organizational
structure, stalling, resources, services, expenditures,
and use of automation in networks of all sizes. Fhese
data will inercase our know'edge of the impact of
teehnology on libraries and information centers and
the results of Federal fegislation in this area. NCES
will also publish a directory of library networks and

. cooperative organizitions.
N S

\,
N

In 1979, NCES will assess the present supply and
demand in order to prepare projections and trends
using the Burcau of Labor Stitistics aurrent eeo-

S nomic model for 1990, Data will be collected on

periinent ceonomie factors and current employment
figures, library scienee enrollment. and cvents oc-
curring between 1972 and 19749, will
project the trends of future supph and demand 1o
the 1990,

Ihe Ceniel

- School libraries hive evolved Trom places providing

hook-related services 1o centers Tor complete fearn-
ing. In 1978, NCES surveyed public clementary
wehool library media centers o examine their re-
sourees and some of their activities, A\ parallel survey
is being administered to private clementary -secondary
schools for the first time in 19790 Fhe two surveys
will include data on stadl assignment and gualifica-
tions, services, print and non-print holdings, facilites,
and expenditures.

To assist in the administration of Federal programs,
NCES colleets data bienmally for use in appraising
the adéquacics, deficiencies, and - effectiveness ol
Library and information resources and services in
colleges and universities. These data, to be reported
in 1980, rovide information relevant to establishing
standards for facilities and services and for deter-
mining allocations of resotrees,

Fducational Broadeasting Technology

NCES and the Corporation for Public Broadeasting
(CPB) co-sponsor a data collection and analysis pro-
gram covering public television, radio, and other
communications technologies, In 1977, NCES and
CPB conducted a study on the availability and
attitudes towards and use of television and other
technologies in elementary-secondary schools. Since
publication of the results, which indicated  wide-
spread use and enthusiasm for instructional television
VY, NCES and CPB have been analyzing the data
to determine the factors that influence teachers’
attitudes towards and use of ITV. To monitor trends
of TTV use in elementary-secondary schools, work is
underway to examine the feasibility of converting the
study toa reeurrent survey.

Paralleling the elementary-secondary school study.
NCES and CPB are designing a national study 1o
provide data on the availability and utilization of
11V and other communications technologies fe.g.,

computer-assisted instruction, video-tape recorders, -

radio, cte.y inwcolleges and universities. CPS and the
Oflice of Education will use the results of both
dudics 1o assist in planning, implementing, and
administering educational broadeasting technology
programs,

Fiscal vear 1979 activities:

o Administer the following survevs: museums, pri-
vate school librasy-media centers, and supply-demand
for library personnel.

e Prepare reports on public school library-medix
centers. factors affecting teacher attitudes towards
the use of television in teaching, and feasibility of
converting the 1977 schoal TV utilization study into
A recurrent survey.

Fiscal vear 1980 plans:

e Administer the following surveys: museum pro-
grams and services, academic libraries, and att.tudes
towards and use of instructional television and tech-
nologies in colleges and universities,

e Publish the reports on public fibraries, special
libraries in State governments, and library networks.

‘8
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III. Statistical Services

The Center's statistical services provide aceurate and
timely data in forms approprate to users’ needs.
These services include assistance to States to develop
comparable statistical systems, analysis (o transform
data into information for-policy use. and dissemini-
tion to make timely information available to many
aroups of users. '

Assistance

The NCES assistance program is designed to develop
comparable statistical systems which meet the necds
for education planning and management at Federal,
State, and local levels.

The Center works cooperatively with States and in-
stitutions 1o improve comparability of data, increasce
timeliness and quality, and encourage exchange of
technical tools and expertise among data providers
and users. The assistanee program is organized nto
activities designed to implement Federal-State-local
data systems and into activities designed to improve
and automate State data systeme Tnaddition, NCES
reimburses the States for the ineremental costs of
providing elementary-secondary data in NCES for-
nats,

Federal-State-Local Data Systenis

NCES engages in cooperative activities with Statds
to define information needs, develop data standards,
and achicve greater consisteney in those data require-
ments where there are overlapping Federal-State in-
terests. ITmportant planning objectives are to reduce
paperwork, redundaney, and excessively detailed re-
porting at the State, local, and istitutional Tevels in
providing data to mect Federal requirements.

At the elementa-yv=sccondary level, Federal data col-
lection plans are reviewed and short- and long-range
priorities for State assistanee activities are identifivd
cooperatively by NCES and the Council of Chif
State School Officers” Committee on Fvaluation anid
Information Services (CIE1S). CEIS not only reviews
all survey instruments before these instruments are
used in the field, but also informs States of the Edu-
cation Divisions data requirements for administering
federally legislated programs.

NCES works with the postsecondary educai.on com-
munity through the State Higher Education Exccu-
tive Ofticers Organization (SHEEO). which provides
a single mechanism for communication, coordina-
tion, and cooperative planning between NCES and
the States, In addition. to increase responsiveness to
postsccondary institutions needs, NCES has esteb-
lished a forum with a panel of representatives from
institutions and associations, chaired by the Ameri-
cun Council on Education, to cvaluate and com-
ment on: (1) preliminary plans and data needs of the
post-secondary community: and (2) the utility of data
on hand. ’

Another component o1 cooperative Federal-State-
local planning is the Slzlld“chcl Information Base .
(SL.IB) project. The purpose of this project is to
coordinate State and Federal data systems by devel-
oping a Federal postsecondary data core. The final
report wiil identify data gaps, establish priorities for
Federal postsecondary data collection activities, and
recommend methods for  disseminating  education
datii collected by Federal fagencies. NCES plans to
conduct a series of regional conferences with the
postsecondary community to discuss the report’s ree-
ommendations and to review changes in NCES sar-
vey instruments proposed for 1981,

In addition to cooperative planning, the develop-
ment of Federal-State-local data systems requires the
use of standard definitions and terminology. as well
as specific activities which will ensure that data sys- .
tems are implemented as designed, The NCES hand-
books and manuals of standard definitions and ter-
minology have long provided a means to achicve
comparable data among State and local education
ageneies and institutions. Beveloped in cooperation
with educational organizations and agencies, the
handbooks and manuals contribute both to the im-
provement of State, local and institutional data sys-
tems and to the uniformity of statistical reporting.

i9
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The clementarv-sccondary finance manual. which
provides classification and procedures essential o
recording and reporting financial data, is being ex-
panded and revised, At the same tme. NCES has
let small contracts 1o e States enabling their agen-
cies to teach standard reeordkecping o local educa-
tion personnel.

NCES is also developing a manual of terminology
for instructional programs at all levels of education,
including sccondary, higher, vocational, and adult-
continuing education. The manual will classify and
define terms and present the refationships hetween
subject matter and instructional programs. Comple-
tion of this activity will provide a major clement in
the basic structure needed for a common core of
data spanning vocational, postsecondary and adult
cducation. Additional activities being completed in
1979 include the terminology manual for adult learn-
ing activities and the handbook of postsecondary
student terminology.,

14

State Data Systems

NCES fosiers the development of State data systems
through sharing technical expertise among States
through a personnel exchange and funding a pro-
gram of grants to support State capacity building.
NCES also provides assistanee to States to improve
reporting in the arca of vocational education data.

The State capacity building program was inaugurated
in fiscal vear 1978, Initially, the program included
only elementary-secondary education, but the Educa-
tion Amendments of 1978 extended the assistance
etffort o post-secondary education. The program en-
ables States to compete for funds essential for im-
provirg their data colleetion and reporting activitics.
Projects currently funded include design and imple-
mentation of accounting systems in finance, stafl,
and curriculum; development of school district pro-
files for planning purposes: development of an inte-
srated data base: and the upgrading of data process-
ing software and equipment.

During fiscal vear 1979, major steps are being taken
to taunch the national vocational education data sys-
tem. steps which will continue through the next fiseal
vear. NCES initiated recordkeeping in fiscal vear
1979 and held workshops to train State personnel
in sepplving required data. Approximately two-thirds
of the States will receive funds to improve State
capabilities to collect, process and report vocational
education data in fiscal years 1979 and 1980, Data
coltection in FY 1979 will form the basis of a report
to the Congress in fiscal vear 1980,

The national longitudinal study of 1980 high school

sophomores and seniors has been designed to permit

individual States to increase the sample size and add’
a supplementary questionnaire to the base year sur-
vev in their own States. By tying into the base-year
survay, participating States and school districts will
he avle to evaluate the impact of their own education
programs.



Analysis

The Center conducts analytic studies for two pur-
poses. One is to clarify the meaning and significance
of education statistics for planning and policymaking.
The other is to improve the quality of data by iden-
tifving crrors, inconsistencics and d=ta gaps. During
fiscal years 1979 and 1980, NCES will prepare a
series of policy-related studies and methodological
studies. In addition. the Center supports a limited
program ol international studics to examine Euro-
pean experience and provide background to illumi-
nate U.S. policy cencerns.

Policy-Relared Studies

Studies planned for fiscal years 1979 and 1980 ad-
dress: access and participation, school finance. insti-
tutional characteristics. education and employment,
bilingual education. and teacher supply and demand.

Access and Participation:

e Access and attainment in nostsccondary education.
e Rcasons why highly able students did not go-to
college.

e Postsecondary education persistence and comple-
tion: associated causes and outcomes. -

e Participation of women in high school and college
math coursces.

e Factors influencing participation of target groups
in postsecondary cducation,

e Minorities and women in higher education.

* Wonien in vocational education.

® Student participaiion in Federal education pro-
grams.

¢ Educational ‘occupational status of voung adults
four and onc-half vears after high school.

- o Nontraditional attendance patterns in postsceond-
ary cducation,

® Participation in adult education.

School Finance:

e Dcgree to which financial equalization has been
accomplished within and among States,

e Revenues and expenditures of Targe city school
systems compared to those of their vwn States.

o Levels of large city revenues and expenditures by

selected demographic characteristics.

e Comparative analysis of revenues and expendi-
tures of large city, suburban and nonmetropolitan
school systems.,

Institutional Characteristics:

e Characteristics of traditionally black colleges and
universities.

e Black cnrollment in higher education.

e [inancial characteristics of colleges and universi-
ties as related to pereentage of blacks in the student
body.

e Private school characteristics.

e Trends in racial compositior. of higher cducation
enrollments.

Education and Employment:
e Labor market benefits of postsecondary education.

e Relationship of voceational education to carcer
outcomes.

e Employvment status of recent college graduates.

e Analysis of job scarch behavior of non-college-
bound vouth.

e Processes of educational and status attainifients in
distinctive subgroups.

e Effccts of - postsecondary cducation and career
choices on the development of self concept.

e Earollment “dropout status and labor force par-
ticipation of high school students.
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Bilingual Education:

e Condition of Hispanic education.

e Statas of language minorities with respect to edu-
cational attainment and English proficiency.

e Supply wd availability of teachers qualified to
teach in bringual cducation programs.

Teacher Supply and Demand:

o Supply and demand of persons newly qualified to
teach,

e Emploviment status of college graduates newly
qualified to teach,

Methodological Studies

To continue improving the quality. timeliness and
usefulness of its data, NCES will undertake o seowes
of methodological studies in FY 1979 and 1930,
These studies will ultimately improve statistical tech-
niques. validate survey data, enhance data utility and
expudite analyses. Among the major activities, the
Center will

Improve Statistical Techniques:

e Develop new techniques for making estimates on
partial data

e Expand forecasting capabilitics to improve aceu-
racy and consistency of projections

e Develop techniques to incorporate demographic,
social. and cconomic data into the clementary-
sccondary school district data base.

Validate Survey Data:

o Develop a handhook of specific procedures for
maximizing and cstimating validicy and reliability of
survey procedures.

o Undertake validity studies of vocational and higher
cducation data,

16°

Enhance Data Utility:

e Construct cost of education indices to increase the
uscfulness of the Center’s school finance data sets
and related outputs. such as cquity profiles.

e Develop indicators for assessing the enrollment
outlook for colleges and universities. -+

e Develop education indicators on participation of
such snbgroups as women and minorities in cduca-
tion. professional education (law, medicine. dentistry,
engineering, cte.), and the Federal role in education.
e Develop indicators of school district need by
studying the total cconomic picture of school systems
and the costs of cducational services for poor and
underachieving studeints,

Expedite Analyses:

e Implement a computerized system to provide
special analyses and quick retrieval of information
in clementarv-séeondary education.

e Develop procedures for linking  demographic.
social and cconomic data with the elementary school
district data base.
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Other Studies—Internationdl

NCES is mandated to review and report on educa-
tional activities in foreign countries. Two siudies on
foreign educational activitics, both of which are
policv-refated and methodological, are being con-
ducted. In FY 1979, NCES will complete the first
of these studies, investigating vouth unemployment in
seven industrialized nations and examining relevance
for U.S. policy formulation. Specitically, the study
includes: indicators of the size and nature of the
voutl unemployment problem: school-io-work transi-
tion programs and experiences: criteria for assessing
school/work transition: measures for evaluation of
present policies: agendas for data collection in sup-
port of policy analysis: and guides to new policy
formulation. .

A second study will be completed in FY 1980, This
study examines the policies, programs. and problems
of nonformal education for adualts in cight industrial
countries 1o provide information for U.S. policy
formulation. Among the topies inchided are: tvpes
of nonformal programs for women. parents. workers
and older adults: characteristics of sponsoring orga-
nizations: number of graduates and dropouts: and
criteria for measuring program cffectivencess,

Dissemination

The NCES dissemmation program is based upon the
premise  that public service—yproviding facts and
figures on American education that the public wints
and needs—i . the Center’s primary reason for being.
Henee, the Center administers a comprehensive and
anified program for disseminating the - tatistical in-
formation available in its own data base and those
of retated agencies and organizations,

One of the major dissemination activities of the
Center is concentrated in the Statistical Information
Office. which s staffed by experienced personned with
broad knowledge of education statistics. This staff
provides definitive and prompt responses to approai-
mately 15000 requests for swatistical  information
cach vear. The requests come from Members of
Congress and congressional committecs. government
agencies, educational institutions and organizations,
the communications media. business firms. and pri-
vate citizens.

I

Elemental to the Center's dissemination activities is
its expanding computer services program. The pro-
gram provides timely information through computer
tapes. special tabulations, microfiche, and on-line
compuoter capacity. Computer tapes of major surveys
and studies are available with standard documenta-
tion to facilitate use by the general public. Users may
also request spectat tabulations that integrate data
from several survevs. The on-line aceess svstem s
available through a subscription service which pro-
vides data through terminals located throughout the
United States. Approximately 60 data sets from
NCES. the Oflice for Civil Rights. U.S. Office of
Education. and the Burcau of Census are incorpo-
rated into this svstem.

NCES regularly publishes three basic reference docu-
ments. The Digest of Fducation Statistics is an ab-
stract of statistical i~formation covering American
cducation from preprimary through graduate school,
It summarizes data collected by NCES and other
agencies. The Projections of Education Statistics pre-
sents trends and projections for 10 vears on enroll-

nents.instructional staff, graduates. and expendi-

tures in clementary. secondarv. and postsecondary
cducation. The Condition of Education offers statis-
ties on American education within a social indicators
framework using tables and graphs supported by

interpretive text.

In addition. the Center prepares a wide range of
current statistical and analytic reports on clementary.
secondary and postsecondary trends and issues. Fm-
phisis in fiscal vears 1979 and 1980 will be analyses
of dccess and participation in postsecondary edica-
tion. cducation and emplovment. school finance.
hilingual education. and tcacher supply and demand.



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

IV. Appendix

NCES Activities:

Estimated Costs for Fiscal Years 1978 and 1979

Budget Vne items

1979 Appropriation

1980 Estimate

Edoeaten Stnes T T T T s 5500.000 S asse000
Statistical Services Ui amoon T T e300
o Assistance o T o2087.000 3.280,000
T TRmalysis T TTee0000 2,119,000

T T Disemimation T siso0 640,000
Total 810561000 "T$10,893,000

U Excludes $4.259.000 for the National Assess-
ment of Educational Progress project. which was

U, N, GOVERNAMENT PRINTING OFFICE

pursuant to the Education

tansferred to the National Institute of Education
Amendments of 1978,

1979 O - 2TE=I6T (Vol, 2)




