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o llewepapere ,in education, as you well know, is like ma.cing love--it'
_‘not the technique but the enthueiasm that counts,
| But, .'m educational research, the technique--or what is called the “

 research deeign-is a nost important element, parbicular]y if ‘the researcher )

:.' wishes to generalize the f£indings. The concept behind research is simple- )
when we need to know about something we “do research. It is obvious to you |
and me that we need to know ‘more about "the eﬁ'ect that new aper vse has on
teaching a’nd leaming "'rhe need to know" 'is not as matter. ‘l‘o

| carry out thia charge, we need to lcnow how to- eatisﬁ thie need to know

- For ennple, there mey be a need to know how dai],y newspaper use a.ffecta
'youngsters' knowledge of and intereet in current affairs and’ governmentel

: functione.. ‘The problem is how do we design’ a research study that will help
ue get., gone 'answers to this question. One of our concerns. with educational
" research is that when someone pointe a fi:nger at -a problem many of ne end
\:!p studying the-finger. = . - . \ o
- Let me outline for you what I plan to discuss with you in the time
alloted ‘and why. | . ' )
. I think it may be of interest to you to hear son:e of the reeults from
the studies done by the National Asseesnent of Educational Progress’ and the
- work that George Gallup did for the National ‘Hunicipal League. Why? Well,
;T;,it seeme to me that this information sets the stage for the next two dis-
""cuesion pointe--‘namely newepapere for home and sohool, and the current NIE
" pesearch. | . _ ) : T s !
The- use of newspapers as a bridge between home and school is aomething
that is being explored by many newspapers. Hamr of you a:re conducting or
.‘ ‘..'cpnsidering newspaper prog'rmﬁe_ involving parents‘. ) I Beﬂlieve that it would
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’oe helptnl to you to pi.n this i.n verest, your parent progrm, O s

L -4

-

rationalc, some eﬁ.a't.:l.ng research about. parents as w}hus of theic owm

childnen. _f - .. o R : ¢ 7

The renaining porbion of this diacussion will focus on existing N’I.'E

R research. / Bnt let me tell you at this p‘oint what I have done. During the
'past year, ~with Ju.dy‘s help and the assistance of many of you who have |

- answerad nw letters, I have ut, all of the studies I could ﬁ.nd. on t-Qe

'-'conpu%er-by name, title, and year. My intent is to write an abstract of
each study and also put that on the computer. Then, if you ars interested
in a particular stndy on the computer list, arter reading the title and
abstract, you can write for the completed copy which I hope t0. have in the |
files. "I can pull this stud;y, Xerox it and mail it to you. At least, i
that is the Plan to date, Present]y, I have more’ study titles than ‘actual

studies in the files, S e |

~

\ . ~
National Studies- Survom

v
With ‘this overview in mind, let's now examine some of the data from -

national studiee that I feel help make an exnellent case for using news-

papers in every cla.asroom. You should’ lmow that what follows is. merely an
_ abstract of ini‘orma.tion that is important to me “in my NIE work\ and in no:

way reﬂecta the coamplete findings of . these studies.

g

A nationwide survey of 145,000 teanagers, conducted by NAEP, has found

. ' .",,‘:' - N ) " .

‘e

* teenagers know less about government and are less willing to par-
ticipato in politice than they were at the start of the 1970‘ s.

~ % less than one-hdf of the 17-year-olds and only one-ﬁfth of nhe -

Tt
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lj-y'ear-;olds could name any of their senators or representatives in-

Congresa., . . ' A

*

* one-third of all teenagers do not know tha a H.S. senator is elected.

% lees than half understand that the Senate nnst confirm a nomination

Ay

to the Snpreme Court. o '- ,:-,¥._
s only 36% of the 17-¥ea.r-olds Jnow how presidential cendidates are

./ AN 517 %, : ¢
Voo aelected ( (Note° This snrvey was conducted during an election year.)

RIS
K2 one-fifth.of those tested a.re opposed . to or undecided about allowing

h

a nswqu:er to criticize an elected official,
\

‘#* one-third cannot suggest some meahs of. researching a politicau.

candidate'e background. . S

@

> only hS% of our 13-year-olds can correctly match four governmental
functions with the appropriate level of government. v ) |
. % mové then half of the 9- and 13-year—olds and 35% o‘t the 17-year-
' olds .are unable to extract the "main idea" fram inaterial reed and

¢+ have difficulty discriminating fact from. opinion, T o

2

B * about 21 million Americans over 16 yeers of age ca.nnot read & want ad.
‘. * teenagers seem to be losing their ability 0 comnmnicate cleui‘ly

" ‘through writben Snglish., , | IR

" # it has been estimated tha't sttxlents forget about 20 o 80% of what

the'y 1ea.rned theé previoue year over the sunmer vacationo
4

In a test of 17~ and 18- ar-oldn, cond'octed by Gallup for the National

Municipal Le'tgue, the f ‘»d:mgs include thats o B
' * only 3% could. identiiy Alaska and Hamaii as the most ‘Fecent. states
intheUnion. SR

.ot ‘ * only L% could name the three presidents prior to Gerald Ford.




| A* 25$ d,idn't know that New Jersey is on the ‘east ceaeh and Oregon ie i
.on the west coaste - L | _ o
S 715 didn't know that conventions make the .final choice' of presi-
| ~ dential ncmineea. L

&

" hog cou:E‘d not nawe the var in which statee' \righte was an iseue. '
* 60% did not know what NATO is. o

”

A 1975 snr*vey of students, the éream of the crop, listed in uho's Who among

{

American ﬂchool Students, showed that: - U \.
“ * 83% do not believe thaf our system providee equal justice forJaJJ.
citizens. - L . '
» 819 believe that elected foiciale lack honor dnd integrity.
” * 79% of 18- to 21-year—olds who registered to vote did not g0 to the
polls in November‘ e.l.ection. S
It is apparent -that NIE Rrograms n ‘both the home and the school
-should make some ettempt to educate our youth about the real world and |
hoperully :.ni‘luence their‘knowledge of current a.ffaire, governmentelifunc-
._tione, and daily reading habits and attitudes. ‘“' '
’ {ro do this, it may be important Yo view tne newspaper as a bridﬂe |
between the home, the school, and tﬂe comnmnity.

- " - @,
] . 11

F!ome and School° NIE Rationale

; There is. renewed interest by educatore about the involvement of perents

: in the education of their children. Let ne’ share with you some reaaone for

N .8
this current inter{est. ,' SR

.

Benjamin Bloon'e studies have ehmm the tremendous influence of the

home ,emviro;ment on ‘a child‘e intellevtual development, citing ‘“hat about

fl
Iv
2
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SO% of the ability to learn is acquired by the age of fpur.l Robert Thorii—
4‘
dike reported in his book, Reading ognprehension Educatipn in Fifteen

Count*iee, that home and family background are dpminant in determining |

achievement in reading. | _ ‘\
Smith and Brahoe, in their experimental program, "School and Home: ‘\\

_Focus on Aqhievement,'! report that involving parents in what their cp:lldren

._.are learning "has definitely resulted in improved student work habits and

: attitudes to schoolwork" and h‘:s increaeed reading achie'crement.3 : : B

 The evidence found in theqstani‘ord University etudies supports the“

Si.nvolvement of- parents a8 tutors of their children. These studies report A

[IY

that "parent involvement programs (specificsily as teachera of the/ir chil-
dren) ‘produced significant imnediate gains in childref¥ s lQ .Ts\cores and -
] seamed to alter in a positive direction the teaching behavior of parexrts. h
Dorothy Rich reported in her dissertation ways the i‘amily cauld rein-

’ force and supplement reading and math for chﬂdren i'n ‘four first-grade —_—

|
classes fron ‘both inner-c'ity and suburban schopls, ’ T‘leee strategies re- -

e

_ ‘sulted in significantly higher scores in reading than those of the clasees
_-.-in a control group.' Incidental'l.y, it wa‘s typical work that was sent home,

‘ oinned to the clothing of these first-graders. The eacercises and assign—
Ay A

"',‘r"}ments featured real-li.fe activities.S \ o ..'."' o
T nl"otkﬁ and. Manley reported *that’ parental involvement in the s/chool

| program has a favorable ini‘lt.ence on the child's attitud)e(:ow}rd school and |
towsrd his own position in 1ure . S o R :

N There are other studies that could be addeo. to this brief list. I
wanted to ehare t’zis information with you because- One, it illustrates how

\
we in NIB should exemine studies to support what we are doing or. want to do.

-

=1




Two, it soens to ne that we should encourage and help teachers to create o

0

newspaper activitie.. that can be accomplished at home ‘with the parent as a
e

teacher-aide or a tutor. I am\also convinced that parents should be taught

|
how to use’ the newspaper for helping their children to rQa.d, for improving

commmication uithin the family and sharing ideas, solving problems, and )

. so on. .One last point on this topic. Some studies reveal that certain

-

students lose 20 to 80% of what they learned the previous year in school. " |

)
Newspape’r-in-ths-home programs, particularly during the summer months, may

greatly reduce this_ loss. The idea is exciting and worthy of our contin-._ _
ued attention and action. N - ; B ' .' 3

. ..f\-:_;‘ - S NIE Research

X .
-_'\ //

The research collected to date has been’ categorized into four par'ts( =

s‘fementary/secondary reading, general,\and teaching These categories ‘

will sui'fice for the present but it is obvioue to me that another, and

better, classification system hae /to ‘be used because of the o\ierlap, 1.e. ’

/ .
element\ary{nd secondary studies with reading studies—.— Nevertheless, t' 8

/ S v .
a ?tm. " _" .' """ ) ) . \ ) . ~'\ . - -\;

[ ; Before I share some generalizations uith’"/'you, 1et me caution "youb‘ about .
T Yy

;'the findings. Most, NIE studies are short-term studies; that is, they are B
\

two- three-, or four-week studies. A few are longer. Small numbers of “w:

4
= .etudenth are involved in most studies. In maw studies, generalizations —

AN

- are not possible because of the design oi‘\ the study.= Hany variables, other
than newspaper use, “are not accounted for a\nd in ,fact nay’:lnfluence the A
t

results of jhe studies, For example, I'n thinking particulanly of the
_ vresearcher's biasee and the fact that the researcher in many stndi:es :Ls the




teacher of the treatmsnt g::nn--the newspaper group.
Nevertheless, the repls' cation process does seem ‘to . suggest that cer-
tain things do happen when newspapers are used for teaching snd learning. L\

Please remember this is ny interpretation of the research. Ot-hers m rs%

the same studies and. come to’ different conclusions.

\ . . >

Elemsntary/Secondarz

¢ The elementary school studies provide evidence for £ive msjor general-f )

.izationss _
Y 1. Newspaper use in the elementary classroom dosx seem to increase :

e

children‘ 8 current-events knowled Be

2. There is evidence that elementary school students are. interested

' in a.nd interested by new,spaper content. ' ' . S @
& V
-3. Several studies show that, when newspapers are. used in ‘the class- B

room, children's knowledge of newspapers as a business , and their attitudss

~

_toward newspapers and newspaper personnel, improves. )
he There'is some indication that newspaper use may increags chil- .
' _dren's daily newspaper' reading habits and the amount of time spent reading
the nswspaper. ST N .

'S A couple of studies report significsnt diffsrences between experi-

:vmental (newspaper use) groups and control (no- newspapers) grbups in skill
development in’ certsin subjects such as sdcial stt\dies, language arts, and -
arithmetic, - L B |

‘ I'll discuss reading as a sepa.rate subject. At the secondary levsl,
'there aré some interesting findings. -

In .a well-designed research study of 1800 high-school-agsd students

b R . . . : - . A )
K . . s . . 4 .o . S
. . . N . ' ’
= T . \ : - . . .
- .o - . . ° . -
. * N
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"attendi.ng the Presidential Classroom for Young Americans program, the
investigator found that the data clearly support the proposition that s+udy
of the‘ mass media plays a direct ‘role in the political\ socialization of

s adolescents insofar ag. overt political behavior. is conﬂerned. » This resesrcheJ
states ohat nit remains for the social studies educator to o o o convert

- the_ media from a supplementary or support device. to a primary tool." Yet

it has been my observation that NIE programs have not convinced soclal

, .
studies teachsrs of the value and usei'ulness of newspapsrs to teach social

.studies content. | ‘

An experiment called "Textbook World® in Santa Honica, Calii‘ornia _
involved the use of two dalily nswspapers plus periodicals for one semester
in English and SociaJ Studies classes. The results were that these high

school students, showed reading gains that moved them from one-half Year

behind average students to more than 135 years ahead in the five-month trial

O

'period for a two-year gain. Social Science esults showed increasss frcm a

full year behind average to over ]35 years ahead for a total gain of almost
three yoars.
The Copley study of 200 high school students reported that young
peeple seem to have little knowledge of how newsnapers gather, prspare ’ and
. ‘disseminate the news. Their. ideas about newapapers ‘are often erroneous aod
- detrimenta.l to the image af newspapers. It is intsresting to note that ths
a:uthor of this study also reports that NIE rograms ‘are failing to achieve
. their stated o’bjectives and". ' in\ﬁact, addinu to the gensrally poor o y
| image held by youth )goncembi;g today's newspapers. _ ,
. Several researjhers of both elementary and- secondary studies report
'some interesténg ‘ngide- effscts"--benefits, if you will--rsga.rding theiz

:-')
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studies of newspaper use.

For exanple, one study reports an improvement in attendance in NIE

clssees conpared to non-NIE c¢lasses., Another study, using newspapers in -

[ g
, geographic skills, comunication, poise, self-assurance, reses.rch

Beading . )

_ Chall's book Toward a Literate Societz (1975) ) you know t&at these two

\

4

language arts and readi.ng classaé with nc§ erpressed intent to have the . '
students 1earn current events s reported. a.n improvemnt in knowledge of
these events. Another study reports such "side benefits" as develop_ing

-~

: skills. Another stmw, in following up parental reaction o'a two~week’

™ -

unit, suggested that parents generallyrespond‘ed favorably o newspaper use

.

4n the school and thus family discussions of.newspaper content ‘resulted.

. - o ) oot
. - - . .
’ / . 4
. . y

4

If you have had the opportunity to read John Cagroll and Jeanne,

;ea.ding authoritids are cha.llenging the current vigw of functiona.l litera.cy.
One & their ma;)or questions is this onme: "Can students at reading grade
7.0 read newspapers, college textbooks, or even the text in comic books

co‘mpeten’('.ly?n As ﬁe:?authors state° "A grade-level‘ score does not

¢ '

Jprovide us with 'any ormation on just what kinds of real-wo‘rld ‘tasks a

person can perform competently. They cite Bormuth's study as part of . °
their evidence for this’ view, and I want to shfre this with you because of
A

-

A :
what it implies a.bout newspaper resding skills and the other research to be .

reviewed. - S ot . S .

. ~ ]
-0 ‘ : 4

In l969 Bomu‘tﬁ took ‘a’ sample of eight articles from hews publications
and, using a cloze readab_lity test, he tested students in grades 3 through

12 rrom middle-class ‘hbmes in a reh:-tdential suburb of a large midwestern city.

e

yuéfi_-;'t " '; “*11 SR T .'°
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In othsr studies, Bomuth'had found that one mist answer at least 355

of the test items‘ correct]y; otherwise, little or no information is gained.

On the average of the eight articles, only 33% of the students in grade 6.
and only 65% of those in grade: 12 reached the criterion of being ah1e %0

Y

answer 35% of the cloze questions on the test.
I
Using statistical proceduree, he found that, in order to"’anawer 355 of

-the questions-correctly, "the average person is literate witn respect to
‘half of the newspaper articlee only after 10.5 yeare of school. ,
_Q_ne conclusion 'may ‘be that the éﬂ test of 1iteracy is riot a grade

' level.score, one that we may be setting too low, but whether or not the -
student ‘performs eompetently on real-world reading tasks. |

. Before I review the NIE research that is in the files. you should know
that there was a temptation to sepa.rate the studies in elementary and
secondary reading, but the rea.ding levels of several of the students in » '
these studies (particularly in :junior and senior high schools) ranged well
into the lower elementa.ry grades so that I decided to categorize the entire

e

group of studies under. the heaning of "reading-.

L4

It was very diffio:ﬂt deciding how to ;report. ;cnfomation abou:t news- .

'paper-use and its influence on students' readihg skills, habits, and atti—_ -

s

tudes, pa.rticularly in a short period of time. So here are some hig:hlights.‘

Let's start with the ANPA Foundation Reading Test. Psul B.\ ]liederith,
Senior Researoh Assooiate B Educationel Testing Service, reported that 4in .
‘1971, 13,000 students (95000 :junior-high students, h,OOO senior-high stu-
dents) were adwinistered the ANPA Foxmdation Test.‘ The results brought him
to two inportant conclusions. One," that studen‘ts in cle.sses that did not

use newspa.pers could answer. less that. 60% qf the WPair, straidltforward

.
. e

. . . I's s . . » . . "
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‘questione on typical newspaper articles that' were read durix\g the test.

"

'Twe, students in "newspaper in the classroom" programs produced s...gnificant -

%

: improrvemnt in newspaper resding. o . _ é ]

1

In: W every study where this test was uséd as. a method of e\falu,a- . i
o Lo

tion, newspaper-use groups (whether integrated in sub:)e"t matter or as a

4‘ separate unit) significantly outscored groups of students who did not usef

,newspapers ‘in ‘their classroons. ' - :

| One doctoral dissertation and a. couple of” mqster's research papers |

have been ccmpleted regarding newspaper reading skills or nswspapers as a

: supplemsnt to reading classes. E Pat Wandell has done the only doctorsl
dfssertation in this area a.ud concludes that "students‘ proficiency in . ‘
distinguishing 'between facts and opinions and betwéﬁx ma:jor ideas and minor ,
| details and their totsl newspaper reading ability is increased through

*-fclassroom use oi‘ ma.teria.ls based on actual newspapsr writings, students in
ninth g'ade exhibit proficiency in the skill of locating information; ‘and.
stu:dents with gigh intelligence and low socieeconomic level, a.nd students

. Lwith low ihtell-g.?gence and high socioeconomic level seem. to benefit most

=‘j'from instruction in newepaper reading skills. -

| This last point is an interesting ong and worthy. of eucpaz\ion. During ‘

-70 schooI year, a study was done in Rochester (New"Iork) involving

'_ sadvsntaged students" in grades h, S _and 6. These students par-

'ticipa‘ ed in an experimental\reading program in which they received a

newspaper for 120 of 'the 18)4 days of the school year. The gosl of the
progran ‘was to “significantiv rdise readi:ng scores of students and help .

develop their skills in reading newspapers. The studente were testedhy

_ the Durr‘ell Analysis of Reading Difficulties, The pre-test was _administered

r - 13 1‘ .

-
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'in October 1969, the post-test in Msy 1970--a seven-month period. For

fourt.h- and f:!.fth-grade students, there was ‘a 17-month gain score 3 for

‘ 'sixth-graders, there was a 20-month gain score. - " -
Other studies, specifically those that use gain scores, suggest simi-

lar results both for: disadvantaged students, special education students,

R FA

and students exhibi’oing poor reading ability. ‘ o
One more example is worth sharing. A study’ involving twoi‘]unior high
schools with 178 seventh-grade and 186 eighth-grade nri.nority students.
provides some interesting results. ‘Using newspapers, magazines, and paper-
_backs, ‘and the criterion 'of one-month gain for one month of instruction, .
the researcher reported the following- s
seventh-graders averaged a gain of 2.37 monthe for each month of
o instruction; this was six times greater than the state average of
Xh—month gain for other seventh-grade .itle I Reading Programs.
eighth-graders averaged a gain of 2.12 months for each month of
_ instruction compared to a statewide average of o7 'month. _' ' 2
Studies conducted with control groups also favor the newspaper-use
- groups. For example, one teacher used newspapers with her sixth-grade

= ‘
class for s.Lx weeks. Her clas° and a control-group class were pre- and.. ‘.

'_'post-tested using the Week]y Readev D ig&stic Silent Readiggiest thet .
' measures four sld.lls--comprehension, interpretation, main idea, and vocabu- -
lary in context. There were no pre-tes—t—d—ii‘ferences between the two sixth- .
grade classes. After six weeks, the post-test results showed that the '
newspaper-use g:‘oup scored significantly higher on conprehension, inter:
l' 'pretation, and vocabulary in conmtext. . There were no significant differ-

- eénces in. "nﬂn idea," but ‘the mean score for the newspaper group was’ higher .

14
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, han the mean score of the control group.

vaiously, one has to be careful about the interpretation of the
’resnlts from a s:Lngle class, with a teacher who is doing the, research and
:instructing rthe ezpe;il ntal class, but there are five other studies that
»generally support the,se finding;, . _' _ '

-4 ) v’.. ' . .

- 'reapher/Student Attitudes--Interaction ' o o -

(' It appears from the results of a couple .of studies that teachers who
‘ participate in NIE workshops have' more -favorable general opinions about
newspapers 3 more .ﬁavorable opinions on the quelity of news coverage by
newspapers ; better acceptance of all the media for educational purposes,
& better underetanding of editorial views by newspapers 5. and more favorable
' attitudes toward using newspapers as a teaching tool. ' + : L
v One study of l62 teachers from 92 different scbools who used newepapers
-in their classrooms;judged the newspaper to be an efﬂective pstructional )
| tool, a tool that increases student interest and motivation t ‘learn :
L speciﬁ.c skille and specific subjects, and that it helps create a positive
:v__'behavioral and attitudinal ‘change. in\etudents. o | '
I‘ These findings' are tempered- by the results oi‘ a. ‘study of ‘l2h'secondary
".-English teachers that showed, uhile most teachers had a positive attitude |
toward the’ NIE program, many were hostile toward it because they did not ., -
’ want to be told that they had to use it and/or "because they did not like
'it.' This same study reported that. some teachers do not understand or. use \
the program properly, 4hat is, they work under the assmnption that N’IE
" means that ona teaches about newspapers rather than using the product as a,

..‘relevant, _\effective, and -meaningi‘al_(language arts tools - R

-~
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& "student attitudes seem to ‘be a'ffe\cted‘by newspaper-'in-the:classroon 3
‘programs-as-well. It seems that newspaper use improves \'a\ttitude's towards
newspapers and towards reading. It alsol appears that newspaper use in
school has some :!.nfluence on newspaper reading habits out, of school and on

one‘s willingness to suhscribe o newspapers. For example, one study of
lh8 students in si'x classes in which newspapers were. used for four weeks

reported positive changes in these students' attitudes toward community, N

school, and ischool subjects.' Howe:er, tL’balance th.is ﬁnding, another
study report'%d that students perceive little carryover or application of ‘

skills acquired in newspaper cou rses’ 6 other sub:ject-matter" areas and

e

mnimal usage of skills in other c.u.assrooms.

It is interesting to note that, on a short-term basis, newspaper use

ifn the classrgom ems to s.fi‘ect the verbal interaction of - students, that .

is, the amount and quality of student talk _seems to be in.rluenced by the

¢ teacher‘s nse of newspape‘Ts. There is also ‘some evidence that netfspaper
AN
yse in.t'luences student vez\bsl participation in class. Theee findings

e

ahould he coupled with teacher testimoxw that newspaper use seems %o con-

tribute to group processes in teaching and“learning .
G,,ml Y S e
) Under this category, I filed studies- relating to general questid’ns '
S -about NIE For exanple, what’ are the critical elemente that should be

evaluated in N'm»programs? How mazw copies of the newspaner are required

to conduct an effective ‘NIE program? What general re{earch studies have

beenmorted in NIE on nswspaper readership?

Xou can review the short list of studies in this category and, if one

. . . . . d .
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intrigues you, details can ‘be supplied. One study examined the'question of

how nany newspapers are required for in-class programs.-"!'o find oLt, this
study used the ANPA Foundation Newspaper Test as a pre- and post-test. .In'-
each of fonn differernt schools (twelve :]unior a.nd sdnior high cl.asses), one

class was schednled to receive one copy of the newspaper for evary foun
~

students; another class in the same school got th ee cepies :I!'or’ every four .~ -

students; and in another class each student received a copy of ‘the news- .

papera .

In general, as. most other studies have shown, the use of newspapers

in these classes results in significant increases in scores on-the ANPA .

‘Foundation Newspaper Test. In addition, the post-test data sug\gest that,

£

when at léast one copy of the newspaper for every :I!'our students is used, L

. o . R Lo oA
T . - . : 4 . Y

.-

the inprovement in scores will be. Just as substantial as if. one cOpy per "

’student were employed. The "why" of this is not known and this study, 1ike .

maxv other studies- reported here, requires' rep;ication and fnrther anal_ysis.

s ¢
W ..I . ’”

-
COnc.lusions and Recomnendations )

It is nw opinion, given the ’cantions I raised ea.rlier, that newspaper

use' has a positive effect on the teaching and. learning of certain school

/

: snbjécts. It also appears that, because of the nature of this instruc-

tional tool, it creates sitnations whereby the c1 sroon environmmt is

enhanced/i-proved.x It would be difficult xo read sll s thel studies and

conclude that newspaper dse has no effect on attitudes, skills, and knowl-

. X . . B . A - _’ L . ;
.Odgeo AT : N : - : " St N

e

With the evidence we. do have, I am of the opinion that newspaper d‘se

Y ‘N

N
ta

Y]
/

"in the classroou does improve/increase reading skills, that it contri’rmtes ;;'
8 .

Al
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‘to :meroved attit\xles towarda reading and other sohool sub;]ects; that it
doee improve in- a.nd out-of-sohool reading habits; that it does make one
'mnre lmowledgeable of current aﬁ‘aira and governmental ,fxmctione ; that it

'does inﬂuence ‘the claeeroom environment (caunmnication, intere,ction,
N .

' eharins). But you ses, I'm biased and a good reéearcher must he objective. f‘.\;

fNevertheleae, we need to share what we lcnou with ‘Ehe decision-maker -/every

1

' publisher, edito;, .superintendent, and pxdneipal in ou; ax;eas-"

We need to encourage them to help us implement a*xdif"

P
P

use&n every .classroom at- various levels » witﬁ\a variety oﬁ stuﬁen’qe. :
e We need to cont:Ltme the reseaxch. We need bigger and better studies.

!

We need to ask jmore questions 1ike the ones I've lieted that are in your

o
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