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“Dear Colleague: - - .o
‘ The establishment of statewide minimum profic1=n 'y
standards is a key addition to the "Thorough and® Efficiently
Education Act of 1975. It provides a mechanism wheréby

‘students who are in need .of basic skills remediation car b«

properly identified and placed in supplemental programs.

It also provides diStricts with the opportunity to ngte

strengths and weaknesses in' the educational process witk

. relation to minimum basic, skills in reading and mathematles

This is the second year of " implementation of th.
New Jersey Minimum Basic .Skills testing program. ,It is t:
first year that a completely new Minimum Basic Skills Tes:- §
- has been-used. , This report outlimes ‘the results of tHe
, administration of those tests. . :
i » l

I am certain that you will find this paper
1nformaﬁ1ve and useful . ,

o .,

- '.:Cordi§}1Y; v: ‘ :‘:;’{4
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« 'EXECUTIVE SUMMARY"\ ) 2
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<

| PO
=z 1977- Zf Nel Jersey Minfmum Basic Skills -

reading znc mathematics tests were admrnistered,&o approxi-

L

t\mately 39~ 777 students®in grades three; |six, nine, and .
S ‘\\ 5 ) < . ?
iz- A==il, 1978. These new tests were designed . -

—e _2gal mandage'ZfChaoterr97 of the'New Jersey

'Publ'o Laws of 1976 which tablished uniflorm statewide

-/ . ' o N o .
sk l}s. y . g ’\ , % ‘ :

K The tesks were developed w1th broad, publlc input.

»TheAMlnrnum Standardﬁ_Advfgory Commlttee made a concentrated

effort ko) 1nsure that’ i?e new tests complled with the provisions -

of the “zolic School Education Act ©of 1975 and that the tests

» a’

wer educatlonally and psychpmetrlcally va11d and rel{ah}e
. ~
j\\ Students who correctly answered at Teast 75% of the

{/rea( "z .~ w3 or at ledst 65% of the mathematics items met
’ ‘ J .v
™~ the un::i-rm statew1de prof1c1eycy standard in that subJect .

,State ide, 863% of the thi2d grade students met or’ excéeded

. YA ¥ ‘
" = the prof1c1ency'requ1rement 'in rea 1ng, while 75. 3%'of the&l

T o ghlrd grade students d1d so’ 1j‘mathemat1cs In Sixth gra e, . r\é :
75.3% of the students met or.exceeded the read1ng standard ¢

. - ~while 70 4% did llkewrse'ik athematlcs CIn 1 nlnth grade, 76 3%
W, ~— ! ¥ )
i of the students met or exc ed the readlng standard and 74.5%
[ Y , 9
: met or exceedethhe mathematrcs standardl\ In eleventh grade,

>

) ;/ '89.9% of the students met or excéeded the' reagl _standard"

whfle 84.0% did so in mathematics. £ - e
E . ] N 1 . S
A / o | *
1- ~ Vd
oy ~ T A
Y - ’ . * * - \g/ . : B . -
¢ ' b 7. [ .,. -':!a‘ -
. * v« - 9 Yo T s,
( s ¢ r N N§ :
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o There was a wide disy r1ty between the result\s of .
- _ . .
students in_ urba\n areas:aﬂd in other types of cotnmunltles
‘é '\ a
A cons1derab19 smalfer,percent of student;s in urban d1str1cts

£}

mg‘t the ‘?ﬁlnlmum Drof1c1ency regulremerft than d1d students in
othera types 01{" communltles The_se test resu].ts_emphaslze the .
< . ' e : s
) neces'31t}r for- _cont.1nu1ng to ma/?,'urban education a high- =~

Prlorlty- ' . e PR 4 S -

N : s

‘ _ 1 "Wlthj:egard to in 1v1dual dlstrlct results there N
. f'"\,-’\/ - ’ '

s were _d\lS‘tI‘lCtS #n ‘which 100% of its. students met or- excéeded .

the, 1n1@&n prof1c1ency level aﬁut the&re were also d1str1éts = Vv
.\ in wh1ch less than 50"/,,\ t')f‘the s_tudents met or exce\ede:l ‘t'he s
- ' statew1de standard v‘f’ .- R o ‘ N( .
& S o Test devel‘opment has begun for the 1978-79 Mlnlmgm»\
% ?' i} Basic Sﬁn\lls Tests. Those tests are being prepareﬂ""ttq:11121ng
d the game objegtives as those.on thld year\/tbcsts Hc)wever,
- wh:cle the @bjectlves remaln the§ same, ‘all test items ?71 1 L

o, : |
.« change for the 1978 7 tests : \ Ce e _‘”

o A ~ Y
£ o A study ‘is now bein undertaken' to, equa.te ‘;he
] v s
’ results of the . 1978 79 MBS Pests to those of\the 1977 78

MBS Tests. As a, result of thlsxgequat,lng (stud'y, and the

w© un1formi.ty of test obJex.:?tlves over béth years tests va11d
e 'comparlsons can be made hext wear to assess long1tud1nal
T o ~ ) T -

ot MBS ach1evementy\,f ‘ - . X ) ~ L LA
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8, approx1mateiy 397 OOG students

N . .v._- .- Ne
" - INTRODUCTIQN_“
Dur1ng Aprll 197

in grades three’ six .nlne and- eleGEn in New Jerspy S publlc

schools were admlnlst
‘«

'y .

..

Tests11!read1ng and mathemdklcs'

. ment, to d}et the legal mandatg~of Chapter 97 of .the New Jersey'

—

exed the New Jerse

v

- -

<

.

o’

“

y Mlnimum Bas1c gk}lls

t’

°

These tests’were des1gned w1th broad publlc 1nvolve-.

4

Publlc Laws of 197§.wh1ch estagl}shed unlform st&tew1de mlnlmum' .

!S-

of the puplls

skflls.

\r o

r

The law prov1ded théj these minimum standar’% be

< ha ¥

- related to. those leVels of

rof1ciency~ul;1mately necessa

" and . that these stap

dards be reasonably-

v

T

prof1c1ency~standards in - ba51c communlcatlon and computatlon

established "'at approprlate p01nts 1n the educatlonalpéareers

ryj‘ '

~

as part of the prbparatlon ok 1nd1v1dpals to funcflon polmt1*

cally, economlca}l

“

+ law on‘September 22,

»

.

A

The mlnrmum standards * Leglslatlon was. sr\ged.anG "o

l976

b 4

N

2

: &
y, andGBOCLally-ln a democratlc soclety

,Because tHe blll was s1gned.at.'.

3

<r

:‘too late a dafe to properly 1mplement a Egyprehens1ve program

developed r that school year.

ol

N —/
v . \

- -

~

.

v

l976 77 Program "f_'. é.

] -

]
™

*

A

For the°l976 77 school year

-

3

-

¥

>

.

for school year l976 77 -a spec1al ;Ftetlm program was.

the?New Jersey State*

Board of Educatlon plan 1ncluded thHe follow1ng prov15}ons

W

N\

A

¢

]

]
12

2.

\ e B 1.4 - /5 :.
O That the Educatlonal Assessment Program s*Statew1de C Lo
e E ] Readlng andJMathematlcs Basic Skills Tests (EAP),~ > -

, o . which were adminisfered in October 1976 to dll L. 3

s . , Cos students in grades 4 77 and» 10, be used. as the N N 3;

S S N S .
l\‘ . . ry ] [ Q ;"'_

. J' . > ‘ ;o - e ) " ’ .

S - R Y P




K IR .\‘skills ‘improveient™

- < . f2- v/ .
Y \ - >N .
. ] " " A [4
‘ » '\ » - ,‘ A “
._. EAR indicator of minimum H%!ﬁc skills proficiency.~1 : .
.- l., ¢ - " A . [ -

n That students who dhiﬁot achieve at least a 65% mastery
/ 1eve1 (i{.e., at least 65? of the. test items: correct) on.
particular,test did not sat1sfy the min1mum‘prof1—
ciency requirement in‘that subject. -, v

. . - -, 1" . K RN

- ™. . BForall students ’be&‘thex 65% maétery ‘level -a basic, ;

- submitted with the 3l réport due July 1, 1977 (see
Chapter 212 of the New Jersey Public Laws of 1975, 18A:

%

JmuSt Have been developed‘aﬂd e

-7

. 7A%7 as amended). - The- improvement -plan.must have spec1f1ed

the programs and/or. procedures which each district was-
;1mp1emer - -\9r would 1mplement to allev1ate basic skills-
. . deficien. .

s N " . 4 . ) . o ~

R © .+ nRr,all 51 .Zents - who were below the 657% mastery level

., . and who were also in the lowest scoring 20% of all
e tested students Ain the state: (i.e., the student's. ‘tota_
. test score wasone of .the lowest 20% of test scores in,
the state), appropr1ate remedial assistance must have
been provided during spring, 1977. Assistance could
- . have beent provided by\part1c1pation in fede lly funded

S "' *locally designated compensatory edutation programs.- For
‘ ) those students’ who were not receiving assistance through'
.GIthhese programs) an- individually developed instructional .
«+ -plan.must have been implemented-by the classroom—teacher
* and/or . by éppropriate resource, remedial , OT compensatory
educatign teachers... Each superintend/nt must have filed
a statementvof assurances with the County Superintendent
of Schodls by March, 1, 1977 stating that all students in
this category were receiving appropriate remedial services

1\,-

_year are presenteﬁ in a paper t1tled !"New Jerse Statew1de
y P P y

- -

' Minimum'Standards: Results from the Program s Flrst Year

<

" 6;;7 ;8 Program L L, : N :u
:,v' y v Beganning w1th theloresent aoademic year 1977—78
_a new, im%re comorehen51ve program was adopted for implemen-
I tatl;; by the State Board of" Education ‘h :

tudents who are 1) non—English dominant, or 2) classified as \special
eﬂucation and not receiv1ng instruction®™n the regular classroom were
fot required to take the test. . - '

' e - : . ' ' {
. o . 0= - . . . . ‘

programs, state compensatory education programs, and/or e

.

\ ' ‘The results of the program for: the 1976 77, schoql

-

A



";\‘ﬁorCe the M1n1mum Bas;c Skl s Adv1sory Commlttee to

T The State Board d1rected that a‘new m1n1mum bas1c‘

;”skllls tpst in- readlng and\yatﬁematlcs be developed These

§fwould replace ‘the EducatlonallAssessment Progrmn

.’
. t

"Tests, nd- similar .to the~Educatlonal Assessment Program

\ : c -
vVTests,,would be obJectlve referenced 1nstruments with the

addltlon of a slngle compos1te score. The mastery level

- -

. ?ould be set for each t;st azd grade level ' The tests

. would be adm1n1stered to all approprlate students in grades

o~

'§;~6, 9, and\ll fg the sprlng of'the school year“

3;_A 3 The State Board app01nted an 1ndeoendent task .

~

‘pversee all aspects of the development of the new program.

Headed by Frederickvq; Meissner, Vice President of New
Jersey gell_and chairperson of the Task Force on ‘q

&

Compensatory Indicators and: Standards, the committee

operatEH\under the following principles and guidelines;
o That the program developed would comply with the Thorough
and-Effi¢ient plannlng process contained in Chapter 2127
of the New Jersey Publlc Laws of 1975.
. That it would seek informatlon and advice from as w1de
a cross section of ifterested educators and the general
public as practicable in developing its. program and test-
o~ instruments.

" That it wguld develop a program and test gnstruments
“wwhich would vn fact measure student minimum basic skills
attainment--and that these instruments would be developed
without being influenced by current state and local district
. programs and/or capability to remediate student populations
1‘ falling below minimum cut off scores.

-

0 That it would make every effort 'to eliminate social, ethnic,

and cultural bias.
T

\]

—



P

O That it wodld develop tests that could be anchored to

continuing record of student attainment might be
maintained.

In addltgpn to the Adv1sory Committee, eight

other committees were app01nted to assist in the implemen-

tatlon of the m1n1mum stahdards and ba51c skills provr51ons
in the.law. The groups formed anluded . .
. , & .

»
A

P
- Eleméntary ‘Math Commitbee ?‘_ .
- Elementary Reading Committee ~ - g *
., - Secondary Math Committee ‘
» - Secondary Reading Committee

- Communications and Life Skills Commlttee

= ~© - Minority Advisory Committee -

- Bilingual Committee
- Technicdal Advisory Commlttee

The four subject matter committees were responsible:

- )

. for recommendatlon of ba51c skllls/objectlves in each area.

The ComMunlcatlons ‘and Llfe Skllls Committee was respon51bte

for investigatlng basic life skills other than Teading and

;mathematlcs The M1nor1ty Adv1sory Commlttee-s charge was

to examine the work conducted by each of the other commlttees

4

in an effort to’ e11m1nate bias in test objectives or test
. ) . . o v

items. The bilingual committee was responsible for reviewing

<

activities: of other committees as those-activities related

to students of limited English speaking ability; FihdfT;, the

charge of the Technical Advisory Committee -was to review the.

results of the field tests, the:psychometric propertieS'of

P . . . .
the tests, and the data presentation methods to assure that

. the tests met all technical standards.

Just after formation of the Minimum Basic Skills

the former N.J.E. AgP testing prograhs so that some ) -

q
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.y - Q
[ - *
T \
L T Y 2 U
‘Commlttees in January, 1977, concern waS'expressed publicly

Ty -

. about the overwelghtlng o= commlttee membership by, New Jerséy

y ,
publlc school educatorS£}\Nhls 1mbalance was ‘adjusted in

> 4 '
-~ s -

February, l%&7 AN /-

-

| Slnce February 1977, Minimum Basic.Skflls
committee membershlp totaled 108. This‘total“consisted of,
62 educators from public schools (57%), 2] from hlgher
educatlon (19%), 5 school board members (5%), 6 students
(6%),Jand l4ubusiﬂ3§s§people (13%). This represents 57%
public*school educators’ and '43% other. , L ¢

The Technlcal Advisory Commltuee formed in‘May,

1977, added another 13 to the 108 total All members were

. educators ( eessner, 1977) .

-
Test Develggzgat

All items contained in the 1977- 78 M1n1mum Basic

. Skills Tests measure obJectlves in readlng and mathematics

. considered to be minimum skllls in those subJe . The

determ1natlon of those minimum objectives was a lengthy
process, 1nvolv1ng input from broad segments of the_
poptlation.

Initlally, the four subject matter committees
1dent1f1ed a list of objectives: for each test. Follow1né\\ -
th1s, surveys\were developed and d1ssem1nated to all
teachers in grades 3 and 6 and to all high school teachers, as
well as adm1n1strators and curr1culum coordinators. Addition-

o

ally, surveys were sent to all oardaof Educatlon members a

|\.

~
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' ' sample of hlgh stdool senlors, ‘and a sample of the/general

LA 4
\

public. . These. s:rveys were des1gned t\ve11c1t input

fr these grour : -as t. their ideas" and \ﬁlons of what

< - N . :
should be considered as-minimum skills. ''In, -

4 o . -

upon whlch edch test would be based 2" “The f1na1 obJectlve

"\._— y

list for each test appears in Appendlx A

o~

_ Upon development of these flnal obJectlve 11sts ¢
- ' ( . '
{ ~ items’ Were wrltten b¥ Educatiohal Testlng Serv1ce 1tem

.

' wrlters. Iheselltems uqderwent:éxtens1ve review byuali_
of the committees. = "i " . " . ]
The prqposed>Miﬁimum Basic Skills fests were field
tested during the period of October'3¥l4,'l977 in a-
representative cross section of school districts in New
Jersey. : ; o o i . &

>
'Listed below are,distribu;é%n details on-that

. ’ field teTt )

’

: . f : .
GRADE NUMBER OF _ - . NUMBER OF

SUBJECT - LEVEL * STUDENTS ‘DISTRICTS
. . Pid
: Reading “ 3 450 23
/  Math 3 510 C23
Reading 6 590 o3 '

: Math - 6 580 o3
Reading 9 620 .27 {y
. Math = 9 590 : 26 - 2

A Reading 11 475 . 22

Math ;o 11 535 25

TOTALS 4,350 . 196

2For a detailed account of the survey procedure, see ''Minimum Basic’
Skills Survey Results.” by Mary Ann Wilmer. o

*Educational Testing Service was the contractor for the tests.
~N . .
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3 . e BLéed on tne results of the field test, further \
. ﬁr@¢€ew and ‘editing :f the items-ensued. ;Additionaily,lthe

.98

4 v field test results were usedf;ova331st in- the’ development

" of the proficiefey standardrﬁor each test.
. STy U
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.Determination of the Prof1c1encz,§¥2ndards
J; T
S &ﬂw The determination of the cut- off. scores’ recommended
forruse as the proficiéncy standards for each of the. tests

’ '
: . -t

. = : :
A . was based upon a WLde\range of analytic proceyures. The °

<@

osubJect matger ¢ mmittees analyzed the 1nd1v1dual est items

- . 4 A

o and t echnicdl Adv1sory Committee examined the wesultsvof \'

l
the field test administration and both sets of cOmmitte sw

- 1ndependently recommended cut- of% scores to 2ne Adv1so:;
Committee. the‘members of the‘Advisory Committ;e'studiedl:'
the various5recommendations dand concluded that the most _

) appropriate cot#off Scores would‘bg 65%‘proficiency in_

mathematics and 75% in.reading;“ v

r . ; A deScriptiOn'of.the'procednresiemployed in-
”arriying'at the above .cut-off scores is included :n

v

Append%x B. . .7

The tests were administered -n April 12—13,:i978,

) J . RESULTs _ —

T-e statewide resul-s of~tHe administration®of the

g

- Minimum Basic 5kills Tests aptear in Table 1. R |

An examination of “aple 1 indicates that in

“Any student failing to correct y answer at 1east 657% of the mathematics
items and 75% of the reading i -em: would not meet the minimum proficiency
requirement in that subject. ’

o | O :17
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“eedrng per%ormance ranged from489.9% of the .€leventh -
5 ) —ade students meetlng dr’excée§1n; th%_standard t¢/ ? % .*
' b the sixth grade students d01ng s1m;larly n matﬁematlcs
My

e s:udents';

I Derfofmance ranghd from 84 0% of the eleventh;

meet}ng -fhe %rof1c1ency standafd to 70.4% of

. '4’: .
;9\' fq , studgnts d01ng likewi8e. ¥ ?@ - (f; 'R - « -
- - i Q" ( - ' ‘%! . / /‘.\[
N There eﬁlsts ah.ag/arent trend in the results of -
;.K'- I, . I.. .
R .tH‘~l977 78 MlnlﬁumeBasa‘PSklllg Testﬁﬁx In both the readlng y
- ‘,wf and‘zifhematlcs tests(’d smaller percentage of students et
~ ': ? ' A 2 R—} °
- the statewide standard in sﬁkmh\grade +han in any of the

o other\tested_grades. Further, although a\ larger percentage
- of students me: the minimum standard in nikth grade/fhan:in'

- :h-grade, the percentage was smaller than ir the/th d_or

h ¢ e * .. b
- eleventh gradez. . ,

/ | This result conflrms prev1o findings in EW/
Jersey and tbroughout the. mation thaf there is a defihite
\—_——"‘/ lj

. decrease In performa‘pe during the mldale years of thé

students' education. A larger pe entage of students in the

micdle gr _de: lack minimum proficiencies than in the early

grzdes or hich szhool grades. _ ¢ | {

~ Tazle - also presents. the results of the field'

tes: adﬁ;nis;ration of/the tests. The field tests were
adminlstered nur;ng fall,.l97]'td a representative sample ° lk'

of students in grades 4, 7, 10 and 12.° .Students; in these

_grades were selected because they most closely resembled the
SA stratified sampling plan was employed, stratlfylng districts accordlng
to Digtrict Factor Group and reglon of the state. R
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For- purposes of clarlgy ,nd.analysis«of the resultsu'

]7 \\Q of h:ﬁhlnﬁm fB\asxc SRills Test: éach “studemtds tESt score >

- - @.
cq b [
Ay, was categ&%yzed fhto ong. of\sevsn score %rpuplngs 3§5?§:°p C
- the pergent of 1tem& corFectlzganswered S 4 ﬂ‘.‘."‘?&'f
: - ‘ Y - ¢ “ . : v I .
e -t For each of the reading tests, the following ~ - |
PEE . & : \k T L Y . oo \"
y categorization was developed: TR, . . )
o ' : PERCENT OF ITEMS - . \_. SN
.y |  CATEGORY "~ CORRECTLY ANSWERED. R -
\ . ] . .
P Voo . 7 \w- 95-100%
' ) ‘ o 85-94
s : ’ 75-84
~ A _ - 60-74
3 | - 40-59 - &
2 ’ _ 20-39
B . ' 1 -~ . ) 0—19 )
‘Similar:y, Yor the'mathemafics test, the following
T e - categories were ieveloped:. “
S & PERCENT OF LTEMS : .
E - ' CATEGORY CORRECTLY /NSWERER, - .
S e ' . 95-100% -
S o 80-94 : .
\ o ) ' . 65-79 .
o - : .. 50-64 : '
\ 3 o 35-49
v . : B . 20-34 A
L 0119 o . s
Y ) . . In anv of the tests, aﬁf'student whose tes - sco;%\ .
' ' ‘o ' D
placed him/her in’ category 1, 2, 3, .0or 4 d4id not me=: the $
m1n1mum prof1c1ency requlrement (Agpendl _ contalns 4 copy

of\Fhe,Mlnlmum Basic Skills' Roster).
: . . : oo -~
s +Tables 2-9 detail the results of the 'Minimum Basic

2 [ . . ' . : h . . .
Skills Tests for each f%s; accérding tos District Factor . = »
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Do | 0.0 0.20 1B |60 | 1189 0| a1
3| o 0.17 Ln[ 6.04 - |, 1663 | 4656 . | 29.28
Sy w0 |00 | o066 | 487 [ 1900 | %m %.9 | 5.8
2 s | oo | oss loss | s | ows | o e |
o Lwser | eos | ose ] sam | twad | owds | oaw e ||
R R . S
, o q e ', “ 'd ."1l oo
3 s '
X ‘ | o , 37




s

| G‘%ups (DFG) the socloeconomlc statts measure developed ' .

v

'for ‘ev ry school district in the state There’are ten DFGs

Yl

labelled A to J; DFG A conta1ns dnstrlcts w1th3the lowest

'relatlve-socloeconomlc status and DFG".J conta1ns d1str1cts;

«o

with the, highest relative socice®bnomic status. Add1tlonally,
M RSN . - . 3 .

. > ) ] .
there are two other DFG categories; DFG V contains all

Vocatlonal:Technlcal -LEAs; DFG YA contains all LEAs for

/which no census 1nformatlon was available, ‘and hence ho o ;///

socioecon mic’determination possible. -Table lO—summarizes
'the results of Tables-2 9. o S A 7‘ L

[y

The results accord1ng to DFG are to be expected

from thefliterature (Coleman et al. l966) Student

-

'achlevement has been found to be related to socloeconomlc_‘- .

status (however there is no causallty 1mplled) ThlS P

A

'_varmable becomes crttlcal when comparlsons axe to be . ' PN

made 3 For example compar1ng ‘an ‘inner- city school dlstrlct

.
"serv1ng\ch11dren from economlcally depr1ved famllles with v

the affluent surround1ng suburbs could be grossly mlsleadlng
a\ S~ .

Despite net, test scores, the inner-city' school district

.

'mlght be makin® a, more substantial contr1butlon to student
. 4 oo

performaﬂce than its affluent nelghborlngaschool dlstrlcts

-

(Bruno, et al.). S L

> . . s .

The émallest percent of students meet1ng the minimum

~prof1c1ency standard were. in DFG 'A', whlle the greatest percenth'

4

S 4
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Su et t o T UTABLE 10 . S o

oo |
.’ . .  J ‘ !
‘ . . | N .- o
‘WMWWSMMEMHMMHMMM&. ot
. "THE PROFICIENCY STANDARD . |
R fr BY DRG -1 . T
.:.'. "‘ “' . _ . ‘ ’. ’ PR .- |,,;;
f ' ;, . |

"STATE

" GRADE3. | GRABE6 , | GéADE9 ot e

DFG -

READING

MATH :

READING

VRTH

READING

T

| READING |

MATH -

48, 7%

48;2% A

447 3%'

63.0% | 4793 | -~ 39:6%

84.1 | 69.5 634 | 68.0 | 65.9°

73.4%,

86.4 .

" 63.4%

179.8

1 86.3

i

| .81.75

7.8 | 73.9 | 700 | 72.8° 7.3

805" 79.3 | 73.9 '78.9°

88.6

91.5 -

86,4

Ty
£2.4

80. 1

83.0

» ..P ¢ . _b

93,5 | 827 | 813 | 779

,.‘92'1"

8720 |

-‘%é.s
93.7 | 85.2 | 847 | 795 | sd6 |* g%

e

94.3

- '88.8"

L ]
9

856 84.4

.

94.6 84,3 | 814 | 85,2

. 93,5 .,

87.9

£5.0 | 7.4, |, 863 | 82.0 | 86.7 | 850

96,2 | 89.3 | 891 | s6.4 | 90.8 | 89.9

1 891

92,4

96,9 ~90.9

90.5 894 | o100 | 88i3

601928 o

" TOTAL

- 86.3% .

91.5

J

75.3%5 | 75.3% | 7045 | 76.3

" . , . , ) ‘ v. ) . I‘ % ‘ | . l
v, AT T 65.2 | 66.4 | 831 | 73.5
z 801 | 814|785 [ | 786 1 89,0 | 807

‘fNo" Third or Sixth Vocational ‘I:EA’S’

f"

84.0% |

~5
-



of"students meetinkg the 'standard were in DFG 'J'. lt is 1mpor~

. A e

tant to note that the. largest d1screnency between p@%cent of -

'students meetlng the standard lay betéeen students in’
‘s . 4

+ DFG 'A' and all ather . BFGs. 'Because most of the major

Al

urban cities are categorlzed 1nto DFG 'A', thesé results
“ .- ?'emphas1ze the d1spar1ty in achlevement levels of students
~1n the maJor city school d1str1cts and all other school
: dlstrlcts g . | -

To further analyze the results of the‘l977-78

J
- LI .

. . 4 ) ) ) - - .
o "Minimum Basic %hills Tests, thé‘student§; scores were .

4

v grdUped accord1ng to the type of communiky in wh1ch the1r

~

schdol d1str1ct Was/iocated Tables 11-14 present this v L
information.® The greatest percentage of students who met
’ | the minimum- standard was in the suburban and reglonal -
school dlstrlcts-‘the shallest.percent of students~me€t1ng

the standard was 1n the urban school dlStrlctS The'

erformgnce of students 1n rural diéArictsslay between
p) \/

’ those in urban ahd suburban d1str1cts " These results further
empha31ze the dlsparlty between the testvscores of students .
in urban districts-and'those of students in other |

"itypes of conmunitles ‘ More importantly, these results

re- emphasnze the neces51ty for maklng urban ‘education a

J

g | _' " e final analys1s of the M1n1mum Basic Skills

.

Test results concerns a. reglonal group1ng of students The

r- LN >

thnEy one counties of New Jersely have been grouped 1nto

1 —_—

Table ZO%ummarizes this information.

v -

b -~
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| TABLE 11
. ' I\
N PERCENTAGES OF STUDENTS TN EACH OF THE SEVEN
A MINIMUM STA’NDARD% CATEGORIES BY COWANITY TYPE ,
THIRD GRADE '
\ .+ READING
v.\ : | CATEORY 1 | CATEGORY 2 | CATEGORY 3 | CATEGORY 4 | CATEGORY.5 | CATEGORY 6 | CATEGORY 7
COMMITY | NMBER | 0-19% 1 20365 | 40-50% | 60-1% | 75045 ¢ | S04 | %5008 |
TPE’ | TESTED | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY- | WASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY
| mecIowL | 3230008 | o003 | L20% | SIS |09 | s | 4n.3%
L R T I 2 A IR B I X %90, | .67
| susuRaan | 33062 | 0.00 | 0.07 1.3 3,72 0.06 | 4070 |. 45.12
Colwme (s | o0t | oo | smNTonp les | owe | s
. ‘ MATHEMATICS A
B . ¢
S0 q| CATEGORY 1 | CATEGORY 2| CATECORY 3 | CATEGORY 4 | CATEGORY S | CATEGORY 6 | CATEGORY 7
COBMNIY | NOMBER | 0-190  F0-% |39 | S06% | 6579 | 80MA | 05-L00%
TPE <0 | TESTED | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY N MASTERY | AWSTERY
BOIOML | 320 | 0.0% |03 | osaon | oo | 2818 | anom | 1g0n
e | ams |03 |43 | s | owmes [\ase | o | s
< T o . ———
SUBRBAN | 39052 | 0.02 | 0.60 | 3.8 0.81 | 2.49 08 | 15.%
WRAL | 10953 | 002 | 1§ 630 | o | %% | w0 |13
4 [
41 . - 2
$ \v " )
|



:;j;’j,// OMBEDR

 PEACENTAGES OF STUDENTS N EACH OF THE SEVEN

. MINIHUM STANDARDS CATEGORIES BY CORMUNITY TYPE
! o ' ‘ " |
L SIATH CRADE |
READING - ;
’ ]
‘ - | ' / .
| © | CATEGORY 1 | CATEGORY 2 | CATEGORY 3 | CATEGORY 4 | CATEGORY 5 | CATEGORY 6 | CATEGORY 7
COMAITY | NOBER | 0-19% | 20-395 [ 40585 | 60Th | TSR ) B 85-100k
R TESTED | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY
coonl | owe |ooow | oo | s | wam | isan | SR | 100
BN | wmr ] 0.0 209 | 1L | 2.2 2.3 h B4l | 1.8
CSuBURBAY, | 3717 | o0 b0 | 298 [ 140 | 2031 56,40 W,
| aonac | o1o810 | 000 0] 06 | 5.5 665 | 2.8 | w3 | 108
| .
| )
o MATHBMATICS
I CATEGORY 1 | CATEGORY 2 | CATEGORY 3 | CATEGORY 4 | CATEGORY § | CATECORY 6 | CATEGORY 7|,
COMUNITY | NONBER | 0-10% | 20-36% | 35-49% | S0-64% | 65-79% .| 80:94% | 95-100%
WPE- | TESTED | MASTERY .| MASTERY | MASTERY .| MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY
ECIOML | w76 | D00 | 0y | e R A
. ' ‘ v,{ - ‘ ) K nn 'I | |
URBAN 44628 | 0.10 3.5 | 13.45 2356 | .44 26.49 341
‘ ] P - ' ,.\ . . ;
sUBURBAN | seq2 | o.02 | 06 | s | 1300 | 0.3 | 4398 | 8.08
e e | o | v | | owes | omas | owe | 3.60
! -l. l,

X2



COTBLE 13

* DERCENTAGES OF STUDENTS I EACH OF THE SEVEN
. MINIMUM STANDARDS CATEGORIES BY COMUNITY TYPE

NINTH GRADE

-vyZz-

READING
. ] - , B ‘ “T
i L ) , . .
CATEGORY 1 | CATEGORY 2 | CATEGORY 3 | CATEGORY 4 | CATEGORY 5 | CATEGORY 6 | CATEGORY 7
(COMMUNITY | NUMBER | 0-19% 20-39% | 40-59% | 60-74% 75-845% 85-94% 95-100%
TYPE TESTED | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY. | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY
REGIONAL | 22040 | . 0.02% | 0.78% .| 3.7 9.47% | 17.55% |, 43.07% 25.83%
URBAN 888 | 014 | 368 B .80 | 1400 b
. ‘ | . Yy . - B ' ‘;’ l ‘ T o ; I ' '
| SUBURBAN | 29301 | 10,03 0.83 3,54 9,46 1713 2.3 | 2.6
| ¥ . . Ll |
RURAL- | 4900 | (.12 165 - | 7.04 15.49 0.0 | 3.8 17.84
. - N\
NATHEMATICS 3 1 ’ |
/‘ o : L s
./‘ 1 | ‘ ] ) , ‘
|| CATEGORY-1 ') CTEGORY 2 |-CATECORY 3 | CATEGORY 4| CATEGORY,S | CATEGORY 6 | CATEGORY 7.\ .
COMMUNITY | NUMBER |, 0-1% 20-34% 35-49% 50-64% | 65-79% 80-94% | 95-100%
TWPE | TESTED | STERY | WASTERY | ASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY ' | MASTERY | MASTERY
REGIONAL | 22912 |  0.00% 0.54% L% | ILISE b 26.6% | 457 o 12.97%
T [asor | o | 2.3 | 1046 20.97 8.0 | 9.5 | 649
Tsononemr | 282 | 0.0 | o2 338 | 168 25.87 | . 44,66 13,71
| RURAL 8% | 0.0 088 | 6.64 17.61 29,98 36.81 8,09
. ! ! : B ]
' N\
)\ ( o . K 46 ‘
' | 4 ' "
o



” 7 o TmEM
. " PERCENTAGES OF STUDENTS ¥ EACH OF THE SEVEN . /-
- MINMUM STANDARDS CATEGORIES BY COMMNITY TYPE -
; FLEVENTH GRADE
e RADNG
lp' = v ' : L f & ' . . !
T T T T S
| CATEGORY 1 | CATEGORY 2 | CATEGORY 3| CATEGORY 4 | CATEGORY 5 | CATEGERY 6 | CATEGORY 7
COMMUNITY | NUMBER |  0-19% 20-39% | 4059 60-74% | 7TS-84% | 85-4% | 95-100%
TPE | TESTED | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY' | MASTERY
T ' ‘ ) ‘ /_ | . ) ) I .‘.\ . . N _—
REGIONAL | 21859 |  0:014 1 0.3% LO#% | A ) L% | A ] a3
v e | o | oo | wes | wst | o | gs | .
C(SUBURBAN | 28131 | 004 | 0.3 | .9 I X X I
| 0.0 i e
i : l A I
e | oo | oo | ouds |1y | sas | ass | orss
i ' ) SR : 3

U s

t i . . . . .
.
’
ot v . .
. i : . .
) . ", L . B .
. . 3 \ . .. [ {
ul .
. 1 N . r i . :
. . . .

— !
¢

o L. AN .
- CATECORY 1| CATEGORY 2 | CATEGORY 3 | CATEGORY 4 | CATEGERY. S | CATEGORY 6 | CATEGORY 7 |
COMNITY | NOMBER-| 0-19% -+ | 20-5%5 | 4% | sos | el | s | os-lons
JYPE | TESTED | MASTERY' | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY | TASTERY | wSTERY | MASTRRY

........... '

o | b | o |um | s | moa | osam

22.34% |

| .
&

URBAN 40937 0.0 - 0.84 5.0 15,9 26.04 3833 | 15.5%

Lsuman | mmees | 003 | 030 | LS | sas | w0 | ss o ng |
: v, . ".i‘” ! g . ‘ ‘o : o
lema ] oams | oo | oos | o2e | 9 | w5 | am | 5

_-gz- -
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e four-reglons each served by an Educatlonal Improvement

- g -

N ‘Center (EIC), an 1ntermedlate un1t of the Department of
i 'Educatlon The reSUlﬁf of the tests according to EI%‘GP
reglon are presented in Tables 15 18.% Table 19 summar?zes

4

the results of Tables 15-18 as well as those of Tables 11- 14

s

- - Tnvalid Compard&bns
. #.  When cons1der1ng the results‘of the ‘first
,adm1n1stratlon‘5f the M1n1mum Bas1c Skrlls Test it is.

.} . tantaliging to attempt to compare these resuE%s w1th the ."/f

L

_results of the 1976 admlngstratlon of the Educatlonal .

Assessment Program_Statew1de Tests. This type of compar1soﬂ

1

‘ . . . . v
is erroneous and misleading and should be avoided. There

s ) ‘ ‘ . . : *
are many reasons for not comparing the results of the two

P
tests.

, - ) 1.  The Minimum Basic Skllls Tests were adm1n1stered -
- to students -in grades 3, 6,9, and-11 in the spring}
: the Edu jonal Assessment Program Tests were adminis-
' tered tg students in grades 4, 7, and 10 in .the fali.
L . . . ’ ' “ ) .
M . 2. The tests do not measure the same objectivés (i.e.,

they are not parallel tests).’ -The 1976 .Educational
. Assessment Program Tests measured those objectives
o ' being tjtght in a majority of classrooms throughout
' { " . the stat® as determined-from a comprehensive survey
. of teachers, curriculum specialists,. and adm1n1stra—
. tors. The Minimum Basic Skills Tests measure those-:
’ : : - skills considered to be minimum basic 'skills (based
, ‘ ' - on a survey) that should be mastered by students. 3'.
T \ ¢ -~ - A comparison of the two tests indicates thaf .
different objectives are being measured on each test;
therefore any comparison of‘!tsults is mlsleadlng

'SEIC- South encompasses all LEAs i At?&ntlc, Camden, Cape May, Cumberlan
. Gloucester, and Salem’ counties; (EL entral- contains LEAs in Burlingtén,
' . Mercer, Mlddlesex Moﬁm;uth and Ocean? counties; EIC-Northeast include
' LEAs in Bergen, Essex udson, and Union counties; EIC-Northwest includds
LEAs from Hunterdon, Morrls, Passaic, Somerset, Sussex, and Warren
COuntles. Lo

o 49..,)U \
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TABLE 15

PERCENTAGES OF STUDENTS IN EACH OF THE SEVEN

+ HNTHY STANDARDS CATECORTES BY EIC REGION
. o L &
: THIRD GRADE )
/ READING - , !
CATECORY 1 | CATEGORY 2 | CATECORY 3 | CATEGORY 4 | CATEGORY 5 mmwmmmmJ;
| NOMBER | 106 | 20-38% | 40-59% | 60-74h | TS-84% | 85-84% | 95-100%
REGION | TESTED | MASTERY. | MASTERY | ASTERY | WASTERY. | MASTERY | MASTERY - | MASTERY
NORTHEAST | 30377 | 0.08% 1.50%, | 6.95 10045 |- 157048 | 36.84% \50.90%‘ .
ORTEST | a1 | 000 | 040 2.80 . 5.96 10.9 38.93 40.95
SOUTH w0 | 0.8 | 09 | oS0 4 8T 4 133 | 200 | 319
el | 2e1 | 0.02 0,51 s |6 |oals | w3 | 3w
, L . all : ,
I‘ 1 \ : !,
 IATHERTICS
i
/ » | f
| CATEGORY 1| CATEGORY 2 | CATEGORY 3 |, CATEGORY 4 CATEGORY 5 | CATEGORY 6- | CATECORY'7
[ NOMBER | COSI9% | 20-3% | 35-49% | S0-64 | eS-79% | 80-94% | 95-100% -
FREGION | TESTED | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY | WASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY
Vot | ss6 | 0318 | s | dmos | Issh | 2ns | %668 | 10.93
o '7\/', . ' L , ‘ ‘
NORTHWEST | 18165 |  0.03 1.09 5,06 | 107 |, 580 | @1l | 138
S [ w04 |09 | 2.8 0.5 |- 1665 | sm | %31 | 883
oo | 26010 | 0.07 1.73 6.19 12.88 23,931 4.7 12,43
50 : iR \

-—Lc— '

=
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TABLE 16 , N
 DERCENTAGES OF STUDENTS IN EACHOF THE SEVEN . .« v
" MINIMUM STANDARDS CATEGORIES BY EIC'REGION = N,
H ‘ ﬁ : . . ‘ B l" . . '
; o SIATH GRADE. Lo |
e ) READING -, ¢ ,
;, ' ‘: _"‘ - B T - | T
* | ATEGORYN] | GWTEGORY 2 | CATEGORY 3 | CATEGORY 4| CATEGORY 5 | CATECORY 6 | CATEGORY 7
| NOBER | -0-19% | 20-395 4| 40599 .. | 60-M% | 75-848 .és,ﬁ% | Ces-100% |
REGION | TESTED | MASTERY | MASTERY | JASTERY- | MASTERY | WASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY °
NORTEAST | 33031 | 0.06% | L3 | 908 . | 1895 | o2n10b | W56 | 103
NORTHMEST | 19122 | ‘0.01° | 0.5 | 4300 | 1347 [0 20377 | 477 | 1346
‘ . ‘ ; ' : ! ) , |‘ : R ." : .
SOUTH | 15269 | 0.08 130 7 86l | 188 | 291 | 2.6 | 8.5
CEVTRAL | 28285 | ‘.01 080 | ds6 | sm o omo | wn | oy |
 MATHEMATYCS
’ | 5 E !  ° ’
P — ‘ ‘ ‘F
. 5 Voo | ’ R [ A ol
CATEGORY 1') CATEGORY 2 | CATEGORY 3.| CATEGORY 4 | CATEGORY 5 | CATEGORY 6, | CATEGORY 7

: o DNMBRR 0195+ ] 20-34% | 3S49% | 50645 [ 65-9% | 0°04% | 95-100%

[ REGION | TESTED| MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY . | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY | -MASTERY
NORTHEAST | 32984 - 0,0% 2.8% | 10965 | 20088 |0 .35% | na | 5S4 |
NORTHNEST | 19105 | 0002 0.9 | 5.60 509 | 300 | | 650,
sms L1 | oop | 2a |0 | o L3S0 | was | 291

; . . N ' o N . Lo . ]
CENTRAL | 28280 | -0.03 1.59 L0 e LB | S L 5.8
- . : R “ ‘\. B . ' R
y L : ‘l . -:‘, 4 ¥ "'
. ' \‘. ‘
4 Y / ' ! ] t:
. ‘ ] ‘ ', “



TABLE 17

| PERCENTAGER OF STUDENTS IN EACH.OF THE SEVEN

v

MINIMUM STANDARDS CATEGORIES BY EIC REGION

o " NINTH GRADE |
~ Y  READING
| CATEGORY 1 | CATEGORY 2 | CATEGORY 3 | CATEGORY 4 | CATEGORY S | CAIEGORY 6 | CATEGORY 7
o N | 019 0| 20395 | 4050% | 60T | TSBE | 850\ 95-L0t,
REGION | TESTED | WASTERY | WASTERY | WASTERY | MASTEH. | MASTERY | WSTERY | MASTERY
VRmEST | S | o0 | 289 | 9.4 1563\“/ 19.00 | 3% | 1843 ]
| oRmwesT | 263|006 | L7 550 | 1200 ] 1o | s | 291
| soomy | 1s0 | 0.0 | e | s | e | Cwos |1
| CENTRAL | 32738 |, 0.06, 1.63 \ 6.06 15,09 19.3] X 0,88
‘ ‘ ] _‘, : i ' T
g I
 MATHEMATICS.
© | CATBOORY 1 | CATEGORY 2 | CATEGORY 3 | CATECORY 4 | CATRGORY 5 | CATEGORY 6 | CATEGORY 7
I MOMBER | 0-19% | 20-3% | 3-d%% | 50645 | 65795 | 80945 | 95-100%
C+ ['REGION | TESTED | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY . | MASTERY | MASTERY | MASTERY |- MASTERY
Dwormgas | 57083 | oos |20 | oy [0 | sesm | Bass |03
NORTHWEST | 21412 | 0.07 | 0.92 4.68 13,75 2.77 42,48 11.%
om0 | oo | L |16 835 | 1889 | 3%.68 1.5
| o y , . | , i)
- CENTRAL | 32654 | 0.06 -] 1.16 6.03 [ 1564 | 28,10, w77 10.4
P . ; ' - ‘  | .
N ne

-62- .
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d . , .
g THBLE 1
' a PERCENTAGES OF STUDENTS, IN EACH. OF THE SEVEN )
: VNN "STANDARDS CATEGORTES BY°EIC¥REGION. , !
S e
 ELEVENTIR GRADE , .
READING , ,'
7 , T ‘ T - : iy
. CA\GORYI CATEGORY 2 | CATEGORY 5 | CATEGORY 4 | CAYEGORY 5 | CATEGORY 6 | CATEGORY 7 |
| NMBER | 0-19% | 20-39% | 40595 | 60-7% | 5L | 85-04% | 95-100%
| REGION [ TESTED | MASTERY | MASTERY . MASTERY MASTERY | MASTERY | MISTERY | MASTERY
; o . ) . o
- | NORTHEAST | 33686 |  0.05% 0.5% | .85 8.69% 15.05% | 39.55% | 33.17%
| k ] ‘ " " . ' . .
| NORTHWEST | 19975. |  0.04 0% - | L6, | 6n 129 | 41¥‘ 31,73
g ,'. ' 'Y c. - ‘ e -
SOUTH 1530 | 0,05 4 033 @}1.95 1.1 ] 1612 43.24 30:62
..\‘ ’ ‘ . [" . . N . ‘ . ‘
CENTRAL | 29195 | . 0.02 . | 0.41 ~ 4, 1.9 6.66 | 1.4 | 410 | 3454
° | < é("-mmﬁmncs A AT
\ A s g b | , 3
CATEGORY 1| CATEGORY 2 | CATEGORY 3 | CATEGORY 4‘t§;1;,1'cATEGORst CATEGORY6 (CATEGORY. 7
| NMBER | 019 o 2035 | sugh | S0-6dy [T esn9h | B0-945E | gs-looy
REGION | TESTED | m\STERY MASERY MASTERY | * MASTERY | MASTERY .| MASTERY | MASTERY, 