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"Dufing-1972'GeoFge'Sf.McGevth, néLecessij]&‘ran.f6r7Pre$ ént of the

Unifed STaTes The. purpose of Thlsypaper is To demonsfraTe how Yhe McGovern .

campalgn embodies a rich Neo-PopuI!sT r);fqrical vis:on

)

._——" »
The Neo—PopullsT vl5l0n of/Mpovern includeﬁ Thr parfiqylar fanfasnes
F 4 . / ,,‘ / .

Fach fanTasy consndered fhe peréona of M’Cov n as a PopullsT hero inctuded
a. pIoT line rnvolving PopullsT moflves, a d_vysua1J2ed villains in the Popu-

Y L N e ‘ - i

LI ': ; .“' - X . * . ‘.‘
Three lnd"xldual fanTasnes wnll be’ presenTed. FlrsT the Man of Prnnciple
ranTasy Wl}l be presenTed as, an examplerof McGoygfh’s Heo~- Peﬁéllsf identity:

e .t

|
.Nex? a NerPollftcs fanTasy wnII dlscuss fhe posnTnons used by McGovern To

>

roJecT a Neo PopullsT plo# Ilne. Flnally, an//kamlna+|on of a Grass RooTs

fanfely w:ll show how the Neo PopullsT rheforlc casfv/}self oq\fhe political
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- ; ‘ The Man-of Prunclple Fantasy Type co ."" = S
. : - - PR P g
E . fhe firsf scenarlo emphasizeg in the campglgn assoclafed yifh The -
. v : ﬁ'.:
New Popullsf rheTbrlcaI wlsion focused on characfer. The imporfanc of //‘
emphaSIZIng chard@#er ln fhe I972 Democraflc candldafe was foreshadpwed by ‘5 .
Arfhur Schlesnnger Jr , In early 1972. He'argued ' ='/’, 'q‘(,? . “]-.g; -
. The Democratic nominee :in I972 must have several obvious~ .  &;<5‘ .
o qualpfles. One is$.that he must be a man who is perceived |, D
s " as telling the truth. . . A second quality ‘is.an active e 5
-ty 'concern for the state of \our natioh as a human communlfy. ' o
ST e ..o A third quaIIfy is an instinct for foreign’ pollcy
et The fourth essenflal'qualify for. the Democratic . .
nomlnee he’ mUST be bolq and forfhrlghf on’ polrcy. . .2.2 ' e

LN

-

4 government. On "Face ‘the Nation" McGovern reégrkedr

#

visdom and courageous forward programs. These gharacferlsilcs Tend To fétus
.

“on fhe characfer of the candldafe and stress. personal quallfies as- imperfanf

The sfress on fhe personal characfer of a pofenflal Democraflc nomlnegé

s H

. was a sfrong sfraln in the McGovernt New Popullsf rheforical vlsnon ';lh af
1974 lnferV|ew, McGovern said: - o I
| 've recoénlzed from the be ning that: the o
s principle assets | have as a candidate are my AR
reputation and my record of being myself, of not o _
-trying torcreate some kind of manufactured position -
-~or image. |'ve tended éver ‘the years to speak ouf e .

with considerable candor.: I-pavenlt- backed away T
from any’ of fhe tough lssues, ‘dven though they s
.required paylng a penalty. .‘\3

; Senafor\McGovern s sfafemenTS'offeh focused on the issue of Tgusf'in

~




. o ° - ) .. o !
. ; g s - . . . :v.

'Lef's Try o flnd ouf where: our counfry wenf off

. the tréck. How did we ‘get.into-'a sjtuation where P . ;'
n . 67 per cent’of the American people said Ina =~ . . ~
ST yrecenf poll fha#'fhey don't think this admini-

stration is felllng them the truth. - And the same
" people said a year o - hat they dida't frust the . Ny
. previous .admj fistration™ Now those are The kinds. . R
‘ of fhlngs Th t oughf to concern us.” - s f-g\/?/f ' )
ln addifion fo McCovern s personal sfafemenfs related to frusf and
- cm
. )
secrecy in governmén+ hls FheTOFlCla;} creafed messages whlch porfrayed
McGovern as °Tandlng for hOnesfy in governmenf “McGovern spokesmen in
N \g". T e . . :
The New Democraf argued "Today it comes almosf as: atsurprlse whnn some-

/—‘ body speaks the frufh Buf eueryone acknowledges McGovern's Thlng is his

- s

honesfy-munfalferfng and unlque. , HcGovern Themoruclams porfrayed '_._.__7

him as a man who on issue affer |°sue has been honesf wufh The Amerlcan :

-

pqglic. He Is represenfed as a man who Takes a sfahd On lmporfanf issues E
Lv

Nofe fhe arfrlsfry yith whlch The Man of Prunctple fanfasv Was. presenfed S~

®

., and does not back away from that posufuon c e .Ef;v~f7'z

<

by the. McGovern rheforlclans ln a "McGovern on The lssues" sfafemenf on

[

Vlefnam a rlch drama was presenfed in The rheforlc FBI D|rec+or HOOVer was

porfrayed in. fraglc ferms as a falllng hero who Threafens o shake The very

e
3

flber of‘th naflon AOn Vlefnam, Senafor McGOJern was V|suallzed sfandlng '

ln The Senafe in |963 reJecflng our Vlefnam |nvoIvemenf in |mpasS|oned

[
v

’*ferms 6 ln These lnsfances The rheforlc nmbodles a V|V|dly deveIoped fanfasy

*heme; The fhemes dramaflze The McGovern petsona as a Man of Prlnclple. In

; some lnslances fhe rhetoric, employed what is calIed a fanfasy Type Because

- N
fhe fantasy fhemes have beéh repeafed s0-ofted #n The rheforlc the' rheto-

.

rlclans’are able to allude 1o a number of pasf fanfasy Theﬂes by descrlblng

, i Ny

in general térms fhe cdhclusuon Jdrawn from the various fhemes. Thus ﬁﬂen

Lo




the McGovern rheforvclans argue Thaf "for more ‘than Twenfy years George
o . C
' McGovern has advocafed recogn|+|on of the go!ernmenf |n Peking," They are

appealing to The fanfasy Type fhaf psrfrays McGovern as a Man of Prnncnple

who consisfenTIy spoke on issues. accord:ng To his con«clence. The sucCess‘

'

fof The appeal seems pred1ca1ed “on’ The audlence S wnlllngness and ability
w O ‘
- 1o idenfufy wufh pasf fanfasy Themes |n a way sufflcienf To Jusinfy “the

2o ’ C )

'jfanfasy)fype in Their minds.' o '

, In: regard to’ sensnng The humane demands on the pofenilal candidafe,
» ( y -~ .
;Eh‘ he suggested, "I }Mlnk a sense of decency . o . wnll be-essen+1a| in fhe

®

.'nexT‘PresldenT "7 He confinhed ""|.also think | have a bxoade4 ood Mmoo

‘sensnflve perspecflve than the other candudades oR the’ really crucnal

problems,. e befone the coun'rry,"8 McGovern rﬁ!forlclan,PeTer Schrag

observed'fha& 'HcGovern is one of The few genuine moralisfs left in Amerlcan5

» 5 -

| public llfe."9 McGovern 5 |n+ervuew reflecfed The deep moral overfones of a

. sense of decency. l;;claumed to stand- no$\+or "prudlshness or sancflmonlouy

selfvrlghﬁeousness, but old fa oned concefn and I0ve for others. ,‘f~;"10

. »,’ / (“'}\/ . P
He cIa|med to be 'deeply dlsfressed over The~m|sfaken d|rec+|ons wefre pur-
Q

vle're on the wrong course in.the world and The problems we're ne-

suing _
,g{ge¥€ngkﬁére at home_have become so-acqjq‘fhaf l972.may be the last’turnabout

EN
¢ . M
chance we'LI have."“ . . .

McGovern rheforucuans frequenfly‘q
PREERY ”' d

Tesflmonlal support of George McGovern:. . ':' ' : ,

,“ ' /'

~uoted Robert F. kennedy!s"May,IO, 1968,

T e~

. The fact is of aII my colleagues in The Unlfed
States Senate, the persof ; who has the most feeling

] and dQes the things in fhe mssfxgcnulne way,
. without that affecting ‘his Ife, is George
fos ' McGovern. He is the most decent mandin the U.S.

~Sepate. He is so hughly admired by all h:s col leagues,
not just for his ab||;+y but because of the kind of

SN .+ man ¥hat he is. That: i trier of him than anyoneielse
/” in the'United States: jzpafe 1z . RS
. T .
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‘The McGovern ngforicnans clalde "McGovern is fhe only gJy foday'%ho has

— o - . v ‘ -
. . . I . . Sl : . .
. T ’ o . RS »

[SERS Y

‘ ‘fhe same aufhenTICIfy and infenslfy whlch Roberf Kennedy possessed."13 The

' McGovern forces ckearly porfrayed McGovern as—a persona. who would not only.

dlsplace secrecy and decelf in governmenf buf would also brlng a- new sogse

;of human decency to fhe offlce of'Presldenf The McGovern rheforlcuans ,’

"éfyplcal of HcGovern s lnsughf |nfo human problems 14

4

J

,lv .
'?offen dramaszed thovern s Ié/dershlp In the Food for Peace program as

K]

The -above supporf for fhe Man~of Pruncuple fanfasy fype advanced by
IO

fhe McGovern publlcusfs does more fhan focus affenfuon on fhe nature of fhe
McGovern per ona. The quofaflon from Roberf kennedy attempts to shape fhe

dlrecflon of - fhe Jdenflfy._ Nof onIy is McGovern s persona developed buf it
: ‘\‘_ o & .
js |denf|f|ed wah a well known marfyred persona. The fesflmonlal sum=

“

maglzes “the fanfasy fypﬁ\well by . deplcflng HcGovern as an\excepfgonal1y ;o o

+

decenf man. - The pofenfual perspasiveness: for Kennedy supporfers of fhaf

fype of fanfasy fheme i rexnforced by the comparnson of MoGovern and Kennedy

(4
r

An the pro McGovern rheforlc.

McGovern also alluded fo an |nSIghf |nfo foreign polncy he clalms to

»possess. As Schlesunger nofed the next presxden& musf posSess "a sense

- of fhe way the worJd is- movung,/a grasp of lnfernafxonal reallfles inls On

] ‘ \

Vietnanm Mcuovern spoke sfrongly label ing fhe U, S p§1|cy of "the devasfa~

fion of Vlefnam" as "a dellberafe naflonal pollcy fhaf has the endorsemenf

of fhe Unlfed Sfafes_governmenf its commanders in fhe field, its Armed

Services Comm:ffee in the Congress and the Jounf Chiefg of Sfaff "16 Eben

-

more |mporfanf SEnafor McGovern is of;;n credlfed as\Ihe first senafor to

<

speak Quf agalnsf the Vlefnam,wa . 'On fember 24 1963, .in a general
’ t.

foreugn policy address ln fhe S afe, McGovern ﬂzYOfed a few: paragraphs to

the foplc 17: . .

- . . .
' . . PR

|
| :
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YL '5 developed in speeches he.gave ‘on three campUSes R L e

LI
L}

.. - o -

'-In 6ddi+ioﬁ in early l969 McGovern delivered a speech enflfled "Second
American Rev l +|on.ﬁ Former Sfafe Dcparfmenf offlcer J F. Richard !

remarked that fhe central . C : .g:

o “-"' ,/ fdea [Or the speech] grEV fron his earlif;
' . theme-~"Come home Amerlca"--and was first fully

in PennsylVanla and Ohio. He 1t6Id his- largely-
student audiénces that their generaflon was no -
better or worse,than those of past or future.

- The problgm s, [in"Yietnam], remained difficudt with.

‘ i © little pfow ec+ of quick or drastic solutjon. 'W-.

"in-ali my travels and studies, 4 have found no . ‘.
.. better. soluflon than in_ the founding ideals of- o r
country. .Our: best hope lles in the reaffTrhatién .

ofﬂihose ideals in our pollcles and procedures . .8

. .
¥

During Novemben, l969 Senafor McGovern was fhe prlnclpal speaker a+

The Viefnam moblllzaflon rally in ﬁashlngfon, D C.* ln hls addre;;,he argued

"We love Amernca epough to calI her 'fo a rugxer sfandard We love Amerlca o

: . .
. enough fo call her/ahay from fhe folly of war to the blessnngs of peace "‘9

The McGovern rheforlc con+alned a number -of fanfaS|es which dramaflzed

his record agannsf fhe war. The McGover

"George McGovern The klnd of man h Is R ) quofed HCGOvern as saylng

I stidl regard the war in Vnefnam as The number .
‘one Issue before -the couptry. 1| .was the first to
oppose it, and my first presidential act would be
L .to end it.. As/long as our soldiers. and the people
v -of ‘Southeast Asia are dying ‘over there, and as’
long .as. the bomblng continues, I° frankly don't
«mlnd being caIled a one-Jssue candidate.

[ - c s
o~

Anofher campalgn pamphlef quoTed McGovern as saylng iy fed_up with tired

or Pres:denf commitfee's pamphlef:;-‘

old men dreamnng up wars for young men to die. in. n21 Still a third campaign
. ~ .

- .l

~<;pQ?phlet cGovern on fhe Issues,"'sfafed - c N-T
N George HcGovern was fhe fnrs+ Unlfed SfaTes‘!enafor L P
=to speak out agalnsf the American military lnzoﬁve- o

-»menf in Vietnam, on September-, 24 1963. His early - . .

and consistent opposnflon +to Amerlcan polrcy Ain

B
\

% .



KA ‘]Soufheasf Asla'has made him The foremosf leadé of:
SRR leguslaflve’effbrfs to set a gpecific dafe for

- .., total withdrawal of &Il American forces from;

oo - . Indochina War Theafer. “For, nearly a decade,

: - McGovern has Rheen working to. put an end toif
T kllling so ‘thatwe cgn begln to rebuxld our

' land. // .} 7' . ‘ -v;ﬁ'w

H

: pollcy and The changlng realif1es of ?he snfuallon;u
.

- The McGovern Vlefnam rheforlc offers addlflﬁtfﬂ'ﬂnsughlbbn$0'the

”MCGOvern cho\élf_fL“

..4‘

‘ sfrafegles sed by fhe McGovern fdrces To achleve ,_enflfy

1o achleve rdenflfy by of n belng The f:rsf ior One of,aAfew to speak 0u+ "iy:i%ngf

e -
',

. of the McGovern rhetoric.. Thls approach mlghf offeraan unPnovn\flgure .an q v

s .
' v 4

opp r+u lfy lv;baln consnderabl medna coverage because The confroversug&r/ :

_ na%ure of the. rhefor:c generates 'in such slfuaflons makes it newsworfhy ¢ o
uch a sTraTegy might prove counferproducflve lnﬂfhe Tong run buf in The ' .
'shorf Fun it may be an effective rheforucal sfrafegy for galnnng an |denT|Ty o \\<\;\

. As for be‘ng bold and forfhrlghf on pollcy, McGovern clalmed” "I was/

' one of The first To speak out against such sacred cows as d. Edgar Hoover,
b L Y ~ \

and’ l’m going to conflnue such'dlrec? talk., . . .n23 .Buf in addlflon To

clalmlng a Tradlflon of Taklng bold sfahds, McQovern promised "To resolve '.f_

v - —_

every quesflon on The basus of what is hones+ and fhen stay with Thaf
SN, i - R . L

pOSITlon w2 T o 4" . : o , | o v j(";//A/}
T The pamphlef "McGovern on The l53ues" l|s+ed 33 Toplcs on wh|ch The : . '

. Senafor purportedly” had’ H%d The courage To speak ou+ ?? Ah |mpor+anf
¢ ' T
componenf of the: persuaslon was The dranaflzaflonfof The Mchvern personag '

K ~ ~ o L
as one canaldafe wvfh a record of speaklng boldly and forThrlgthy on pOllcy S B

~

“and offen speaklng f|rs+ when such criticidm was dangerous Thusﬁﬁhe McGovern B
. . t A [ ) ' ’.
» e’ o } N

- : o v , . SN
' . . . . 2 e . \ ] . .
. ., , N ' . . N ' .




| v S - SRR
P parfy sfrUCTUre As Anson nofed whilf he Was organrzung fhe parfy he Tended

. .. . il

5 fo ngnore The o dkparfy regulars a\d offen Nhen runnlng he rdenffw;
\‘. B i ~

persona as~The "Courageous Prairie- Sfafesman" rafheri‘
) X

«candldafe. /Even while chairman of fhe Democraflc parfy reform commiffeelll, A fj
R :

he Tended fo puf |deals'ahead of Parfy.zl The Populgsf perspna wasﬁc Han4 ; :“ ﬁ
Of Prnncuple F°r the °|d POPUIrsfs such as Ignaflus‘bohnelly, "The +wo ‘7,7;:?4 L
'old parfles had‘become Tools n fhe hands‘of The cah:fELLsf consp:racy and -43357é3
*he Professuonal polnfucuans weﬂb u‘c: ;o ; -
For HcGovern The two parfles were in fhe ands of amoral ppliflc;ans

“'”Trlcky chk" and archenemy Spuro confrolled the "Grand OId ‘:v," whlle the

n{ N G
parfy of Roosevelf was i fhe hangglof v»llalns of The nlk of Dalei\ Johnson

and Connal ly uho puf pracflcal poliflcs ahead of. whaf was rlghf " But The - e

’

sense of. whaf is rlohf and Just dlcfafes McGovern s bchaV:or. He,pOSSesses

‘ a perenslfy to vnew pollflcal sfruggles in moral ferms. Moral ~questions
. X . N \ 4
dem nd moral men. Characﬁer controls moral sufuaflons because men of characfer -
. '

make' fhe correct .moral decision. Thus the McGovern persua5|on empha5|zes

0

4nharac+er as important ‘and vaIues fhé persona of the good man with humane ' r5f'
-// ’ N ‘o - . "3 N - ; ]
-y . . K ¢ - v
- B . Y "
L ; .
¢ , 1) . - 3
1p , ] - *./




ff up by cod recfo”:Gary,ﬂarT (e,aﬁﬂxvh.'

°.

reform.‘J'?9 The people affracfe_.fo McGovern's New Poletés fanfasy Themes

Y

seemed ?o lnclude "suburbﬁn ‘tlberals, pacrflsfs, academICS' women s llbe!

T h
R x

' Tlen:sfs, black power advooaTes, publuc servrce' lawyers, as well as The

'ry s 'new IefT' fachon.

39 As Arfhur Schlesnnger Jr., nofed

He chovcrn] seems b sTrongesT among the young
.Conventions in*New York,, Pennsylvanla, MassachuseTTs

L and elsewhere show Him. by far the ‘strongest among : st " .
S 'hlberal activists: these endorsements confirm him Yoge e e, :
S - as The ‘heir of the. Kenﬁedy and McCarThy efforTs, The o L
v e Hew Péllf:cs of l968 ’ s -

. L ' . .
(B ) . RN - . -

The crnfﬂcal dlmq\?lqm of #he New PoItTlcs fanTasy Type manlf%sfed ‘i:f

i M
d R gt R 94
. .

lfself in McGovern s rhe{oracal efforfs To sTress sTandlng for "real pro-

ermlne The McGovern forces' rheforlc

-
. . .J. Do . . . o+
. . : ST M . et T . . . .- T . . . .
. L . oo - B N T, L - . . . . . .
- » ] ~ . . .
.o . ~ r
. L ‘ w e f
‘
o

found changé "32 Thxs secTro'fWIII




S ':‘; ..fhose who vofed fbr fhe Senafor 'McGoyern] were o
R j not decrarlng their commitment fo all of his: p0$|flons

: - on:'the major disputed duesflons of The .cam algﬁ R .
: s |ncludiqg welfare taxes; mllifary spendug%, or’ even.f CR ST
X jThe,war*\fhey were reglsferlng fhelr prefefence . for Lot RS
B - ;. thet.afpect of-the Amerlcan Dream fhaf Senafor McGovern S .. }

; candndaéy—symb%l zed.33 : ] ' .

syffype'»haflcame +o;symbol|ze Mc60vern s pnograms and - ”e"‘4%-<

. fpoliéfeé. ThIS fanfa y *9pe a;ery b

. ’ e .
To franscend his prlor New PopullsT appeals‘and fhe remr anfs of fhe New L
Polufucs of 1968 ’.'ﬁ‘f;: i ,*':*Q 33’}3?: ;j ff”, . ?ﬁ;- U “". ':

. ’ i . ’ 'A' ;)' Co. C o " K . o A."; . . ) .V‘ .‘ . .‘ ', o ’ B 0 g‘-
I .".1 : }\§ TN EERR R S N L e ’
The nghfmare >/ S S /'-.1\ ;~“ e 0T :
T oA A im0 e T ' , s
McGovern rheforuc depxcfed fhe'nighfmare of the presen+ scene in terms . |
of The Popullsf scenario. Because of fhelr qpecnal prIV|Ieges powerful : 3
forceg.were able to exploit fhe.qommon man. ‘ln NeW'Hampsthe'McGoverne A -
_painted a rich”fan*ééyltpeméifﬁbf'fe@*hhéd-thfe sceﬁa?ioy' ;J‘ 'v‘v,LJ;JL;
B ,;:///" > ;;' ) ﬁi‘i, oy ‘ ) e ’
‘ oo . "’ ' E3 ‘ ‘ /(,' - : . k ,
A LA '?“',‘ ALV ; .
. . “ . «, E. , M Y - . o
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Men who uork ln the facTorief of Han hester,
- or in the mills of Berlin, or who own a small
e ) business ,in Concord—-lf those men ‘earn: $67,000 to
(; ‘ $8,000 a yeqr, they are paying higher taxes than -
men in Boston and New York, who earn more. than
$200,000 a year from. buying ‘and selling commodl— B
Ttes They never. see..
McGovern rheTorLclans_Tended to emphas!ze McGovern's se L

maTerlal. In the pamphlet "George McGovern. The kind of man he is » . ."

ifhey quoTed McGovern as sayxng

Ve need to reform our total tax structure. The

. ordlinary citzen is now being asked to pay heavier

. taxes while” many of the rich and powerful escape
through loopholes--in some cases paying no taxes
at all.' Furthermore, we must reduce property
taxes across the board. Excessive reliance on (
property taxes has made. home’ ownershlp impossible
Ifor millions of families.

The f?nfasy themes unfold with the common worker paying higher TaXeslfhén
';Hé rich and powé%?ul, vho are porfrayed as paying little or '"no taxes at
"all" The New Popﬁlisf‘concefn with and suspicion of wealth and power
operated as a powerful motive. The "big corporafiéns and wealthy" a}e'
§lngléd oQT as those whd do not pay their fafr share “because "special
interest groups" have aided them in circumventing the faw. Mcéovern
rhetoricians reflect this Shép{cioﬁ in their rhetoric concernfng smal |
bqsinéss.’ The emerging McGovern dream, then, depicts Thé status quo as~a
ﬁighfhare. Forces of: power dominate the scene and repress the common man.
Waste and corruption pervade many areas of society. In Thg'case of.defgmse,
* for examp le,: McGovern argued, '"there has To be a cut of 30 to 40 bir]ioh |

¢

dollars in Tﬁé military sector, "6

. -

McGovern depicted the defense empire as "an excessive, wasﬁe*ul, ovel |y
large military establishment.">’ The McGavern fantasy Phemes visbalizeu evii
. . 4 |

%]
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forces .in the m{itary-industrial compdex that worKed for thelr own.g%]n

A

~

"at the expense of our vital economic and social health,">8 .

. S o . -\ )
" These. fantasy, themes that gmerged in the McGovern.rhetoric painted the .
. . [ hd W

” “ 4

present scene d@s a dismal nighimare of powerful forces corrupting and
.

deSffoying the principles of honesty and egulfy on which the imer -an e

~~ .

purportedly’ I's based. v : ' CL,

. The Dréam

- - \
. T A second sef of fantasy themes emerged In the rhetoric whiC ddressed

\

Themsé1vé§'+q he issues of tax equity and military spending. These fantasy

[

themes foreshadowed a better Amefica that would emerge from sdnc fundamwoniol

change. The McGovern dream for the.future saw an Amerlce fn'which laxes were
applied equitably:’ c oo . . : /
. — The most urgently needed change in our systems

of taxation and public assistance is to place far .
ol greater emphasis on -fairness. Each American should .
ol "~ feesl that he is getting his money's worth and that ‘

he 1s being treated exactly like every other American.
Each American should pay his fair share and each
American should receive his fair share. That is
clearly not the case now.

>

The dream tended to embhasize McGovern as sjanding for reform that would ~

require each citizen to pay his fair share: '"Senator George McGovern proposes
. o P

" a broad new program of tax reform, closing the loophdles that allow the

woalthy to cunape peying their fair share."'40 McGovern himself is reported to

sugygest :
11 is time tor Amet icon iTndustny and 'pe'iul intercst
N groups to assume more of the n tion's bui den.
And it is time to relicve the avgrage famlity of the
high texes he must pay, and of tHe inttlation which cu
so cruelly into the inczTe uf the poor, the midate
* class, and the elderly. :
-

+

-
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-lncﬂudea:

. - | . A _broad.program of tax and Welfare reform,
R ' .coupled with a proposal for a, "redusfrlbuflon of
* . Income" which could brtng as much ‘as $92 billion
"In‘additlonal-revenue to the freasury . si+ .+ and
provide every American with a _guaranteed“annual - ~
. . "Income "o replace the welfare mess." Whiile
- . . thig Income ‘Redistribution Plan could repliﬁ-
welfare, middle incéme ‘taxpayers ($4,000 g
$12,000) would be eligible to receive L -
\\\\iggsral government an ‘Income suppleme " N
preposal Is not limited to any sihgle ic S
The annual payment might be as much as-$/,000° ~
per person or $4,000 for a famlly of four. .4 .

-

g The McGoyern dream for the'future saw an ‘America In which the elimina-

S ) \ . . . ‘ B ' °
tion of waste and corruption in the military would provide the resources to

v P

- .better conditions-at -home. Mcébvern-rheToricians quoted McGovern as advoca-
. 3 s .
- ting defense tuts.
’ Q X *

’ . Fhe first thing we need to prdVige Jjobs is S
the money-‘and that®is easy to_find nd the ‘war, - .
cut our troops in Europe by half .as Senator.. '
Mansfield proposed, do away with unnecessary and
unworkab la. military gadgefs like the ABM.

- " Do all of the things | mention and there is
. immediately some $30 or $40 billion that can then :
s . . be invested in theAvag of work we need here at . . .o
heme without damaging the defense of the nation. 43—

The McGovern rhetoric portrayed a dream of a society which would "provide

-

the country with a realisfiﬁydefense vhile anané{ng our unfinished business
| at homé."44 .

On. other issues the McGovern dream of a new American life emergéh. On

raclsm McGovern rhetoricians said ”ALL,AmeriCans,mLsT have equal rights -

the right to secure a decent home, a good Job, & quality educat fon. 42
They quoted licGovern as saying, “lhe most urgent moral priority in Amer ica
today is to end the curse of racism in all its ugly furms.”4q/ On the envii..,

. ment McGovern stoted:

sa



Our nat40n, which has led the world into a ney
‘era.of technological development, . “may also be
leading the world ‘into ruin. We're not going to:
have another chance at replacing our natural
resources once they're destroyed. Ve must use ., .

-~ all the powens of government and personal com-
' \é;fmenf to sfop this terrible assault on our P
_ vironment. y . ro
Again the McGovern rhetoric foreshadowed @ dream of better uZé\Q{ gj/erﬂmenf YL A
policy to pgeserve our envuronmen* ‘
. Thus the Jvern-forces' rh W ey appealed + b
traditional rheforlcal vision in Amerlca that has reached almo t my*hoc pro-
portions; that vision is often called. .the American Dream, flecting the

motives of a New POpU|IST The*McGovern Fhetoric visuall d elimjnation of
Sp“CIal pruvulege and exemption for the. pqwerful at th ‘expense of The‘common

man. The'McGovern.Jncome redisfribufion plan projegted a ”breakéeveﬂ income- :
i - »

“for a family of four.. . . at $12,000. 48 This fofmula supported the bellef

reflected in The HcGovern rheforlc Thaf about 20% of the Taxpayers (the rich ~ .

»

20%) would experience Tax increases while///e remaining 80% (the common men)
. R

would reap “the beneflfs of The plé::><iﬁ]s dream of America reflecfed a

strong Mew. Popul|sT perSPeC*'Ve ..P ' :

'\\ The McGovern fanTasy themes which porTrayed the nightmare of todﬁy and g

the dream of Tomorrow.emerged into a McGovein Mew Po;ifics fanfasy'fype which
came, TQ symbolize McGovern's camni*ﬁenf to real prof0und chgnge. ”7*’
Powerfut: scenarios are deplcTed in which overwhelmlng fOrLca upplils
against the common man, Thl; rcfl’ecfs f[;e mer ger of T.he pos] Mew Fopulist
rhetorical tradition ot McGovern with the fiew Politics tradition ot 1908 1.,
) .
a-New and powertul New POlitics fantauy 1 po.  Ihe McGivern 1ol i, al lonpts
to hainess the Populist mbfi‘c; To the yical Lonse of Change and sociol wone ol

"

1 G
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; Inherent In ThéﬁNew Politics of 1968. In this respect the New Politics \\\\¢\§

» " .

> fantasy type symbolized the- legitimacy of4McGerrn’s'caB idacy. He was - —~ :
: ' : 2 L - - " > ‘ em S

portrayed as standing for programs and‘pélicie§ rooted in Gene McCarthy.
. N ‘ . ) N . ;' /. -
and Ro@ér? Kennedy. Hg emerged asfa symbol which transcended both the New
. Politjcs of 1968 and the New EoggliST persona\of Seuth Rakota.

T SO : oot - <\
A ‘ o . : L P \
- 4 ‘ '

) L .

The Grass Roofs Fanfasy Type .

A third fanfasy type in the New Popul kst rhe+~f-~=' vuﬁ]on portrays-a |
drams in whieh grass roots supppff for McGovern ¢ - unt1 |l he overcomes ...

B . 7 [ S . ‘
political machines. Critically, once McGovern established a national Identity

[

and the forces of‘Thé New Politics raLlied behind him, +he vision encouraged

. . .
its partigipants to dream that grass rootsf support would once again enable

o . 4 ' . g

them to overcome the established political machine and make McGovern the

candidafe gé the people To this end a huge cast of support players was
\

assembled desjgned to ogganlze and coordlnafe the sponfaﬂbous surge of support

}~ ’

- for McGovern. The fanTasy Themes‘suggesfed a.marrjage of the 1968 New <i
v )V 3 * : .
Politics forces of Kennedy .and McCerthy into one viable political forcé.

.
~

Time, for example, fantasized.during the Wisconsin priméryf

McGovern . . . forged a coalition of followers
from both camps. On one flank are such ""Kennedy
men'" as advisers John Kenneth Galbraith and ArThur @

v Schlesunger, Jr., former Kennedy Press Secretari .
' ‘ Pierre Salinger and Frank Mahkiewicz, writers

Richard Goodwin and Adam Vialifisky. . . . On the

other are legions.of young staffers and student

volunteers bristling with go-for-George enthusiesm.

The spectacle of the old Kennedy pros follewed by

McGovern's younyg crusaders, says Eugene McCarThX

"is like Genmap ufficersfleadlng Irish troops. §

LY

The Grass Rudts scenariov combined the visivn of the New Polificy aod

) - . i y
Ity yrowing power bLase with the growlng suppot | fog (1CGu ern As 1 S lew.
and World Reporl observed, "repourts tium around the wounbiy tadlcate that o
' : S
) g -
A

L.
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<;pbli+|cal revoluflon is golng on a# Tﬁe,grass roofs in The DEmocr lc v

o &

+

ParTy "50J fi:s revdlufion, comﬁlned wu?h a unique coallfion of fac*lons,

. : -8 . ¢
T—= d The HcGovern vuslon wlfh a vuab]e casT of- Characfers who suppgrted
A, ‘ v STl .
fhe persona in h|s campaign. s / - : : s S s
; t . ' ' %
Rheforlc generafed by The McGovern forces Tended\fh dramaflze The suc—
. .\

. “ ~

cesses of the campaign. _In Mlnnesofa, for e§rmple The McGoveé%—#efces

-

~</) inTerg&eTeﬂ hlS success as . a vucfory over H;lerf Humphrey~\ ) » b
: L ] ;o oo e :
Supporters of George McGover and The Liberal”™ . J
Coalition made a surprisingly| stronyg sh$¥|ng In ' R
M|nnesofa‘§ recent preqinct. cpucuses. Coa i~ ’ . .
tion won a majorify or plurall of the de gafeg N
in at [easfwfour‘if Minnesofa‘s edghf congres~_ . . ! >
_sional districts, and polifncal ‘observers said . * - Towe
Thaf Huberf Humphrey would have to flghf JUST to '
- get 50%<iq his home state.>] L

E

.

In a naflonal,newsLé1ter the McGovern forées'observed; k 'Q/f]-

+ Senator McGovern's campaign for The Presidency
continued to gain momentum and strength during .
. rthe month of May. Primary victories in Nebraska{ ' &
. Oregon and Rhod nd, and strong showungs in '
. Ohio and MlSFT§§:+?:z>eased our. lead in the dele-
gate race, and gave, 501 id .evidence that Themnew
. coalition of McGpvern sdpporters c?n carry the
’ Senator to victory at the Democratic convenTIOn
and. in The November election.?2 Lo h
& . -
Campaign IjTeraTure attempted to_portray NcGovern's successes infterms of
his grass Foots support in the various states. One pamphlet argued '"McGovern's

delegate strength Quiids in caucls states."?3 1% suggested that in Idaho,

North Dakota, Karnsas, Missour i, Oklohoma,: Texas, Uiah? Coluredo, Vermont,

Virginia and lowe local backers weie "blitzihg" lowar d victory., The pam? a
s ) t .
phlet descr ibed, the Mcbover n wor her's 1o such ternimns as “sipubaol iy PO
victory," :huwilg "initial Strength,” “Littcing, " Nahtoy "lup csul &
showings," making the "McGovern muscle tolt,” upjrofing S RTN o W TTR T Pl B
and other teims yhich sugyesled Thal MCLU /@1 Jas “qulult]pJ I VR T I
' w
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sffong grass-roots organization. L : .
N : BuT even more lmporTanT The PUbllc//;e}orlc began to aTTrIbuTe the

L

(McGowern forces' success to *helr grass roots sysfem. The publlc rheToric_

m

presenfed a dramaT:zaTnon of the Wlscons%n prlmary in which McGovern the

»

hero saved the parfy "from The embarrassmenT of anoTher Wallace vncTory n 55

I

AN

In that race HcGovern was able to "cemmunlcafe JusT enough of his personal

-

.c0ncern boTater it wiTh careful 'y - voo taxeeet o, farm policy, cuts
ln defense spending to, sweep seven of nﬁne w|sqg\sin dlerlCTS in the state

a@nd pick' up JUST\deeF 30 percenT of The Democratic vote."26 Clearly The

POpU|lST TradiTlons and ThegNew Politics ideology played afparf but at the
same Tlme The hero focused on the issues. The supporfleg characters were
"wel | organlzed in the state from The start, that much was weII~known."57

K .
- . ) - : ‘

"To key McGovern aides, men Iike Frank ManKiewicz . . . organization is the

key To a prlmary win."58 And in Wisconsin McGovern forces were clearly

Y

' organlzed ;
'BuT osganizafion a@ong }he_SUpporTing actors is not suff)cienf.
-Comﬁifmepf i~ also necessary. As Paul R. Wleck observed, "McGovern's hopes
lie in'THe depth of .conmitment of his supporTer. « . - From what |'ve seen
their commitmggi;and energybmafch his own and bring to mind the warning of
'Wisco_nsin's Don Peterson. . . .'EVcl"ybOd;/ always underestimates Gee(ge.

“~

Don't make that mistake.'" 29 As Arthur 5ghlesinger, Jr., noted, McGouver

"has the best gtass-roots orgenization in the current uampaisn,”éo
The Unialdtng Sccna 1o
MLLLvVern's G LSS Kule ol ciian o provided o 1via drea, bl was .
Trayed often in the public helorbo Los by 1o Ihe Campaign MuGo, crn as
portirayed as facing o tiwaendous uphi il shiugyle b Mareh s bure 1
P-}




Y . - ~
- N . . S ,
. . » . . . ' . . 4 .
. .
L] ) » ’ v . ’ . 4

: . 4 . . . '( . ‘8

— . L S
published a Special election supplement. 1t repor{gd that Muskie was the
clear Ieadér'ln 16 grimary STaTes'(CaI'f rnia; I1linois, Maryland, Massa-
chuseffs Mlchlgan, Nebraska, New Hampshlre, New Jersey, New Mexlco, .

\

(< qu York North Carollna Ohio, Oregon” Pennsylvanla, Rhode'lslénd anau

Wlsconsln) Time suggested that Mchverﬁ was Ieadlng 0nIy in his home
° -
state, South D=t ° v +ha vt )n?os Mo repuvsed Tou ve
s DU
~ahead in 20 states (ArLzona’ ColoradL Connec1|cu+ Hawall, Iewa Kansas,

Kentucky, Maine, Missouri, Montana, Nevadavl

-
* . ~

h Dakofa Oklahoma, South

®

© \Carolipa, Texas, Utah, VB&mont, Virginids effo'Rico:and the" Virgin®

-

'[SIands). HcGovern waS‘ﬁdT credited with being aheagtin any convention

state. Time concluded Thaf for "Edmund IhJskle, The leader, the name of the

game |s momenfum "61 ' *

Yet fhe I£m§LanaIysis failed to recognize the power of organizafidn and
commi tment. . fT-faiIed TO-aCCOUnT for a shi;T in dOmenfuﬁ'and the fact that
the scenario of the McGodern via}on would be played out in state after state

s

during the next few months. For example, after the McGovern VWisconsin

victory, he received "a much needed boost to his underdog campaign. It

’

[the victory] certified him as a vote getter with far.broader appeal than

he was given credit for, It unlocked fresh supplies of McGovern money. “63
As the scenario began to play out mn fact it corroborated the Mcc%vern
rhetoric and made it more consuming.
/

tarly signs of McGouvein's gross ructs powet manifested lhomselves 1
The A;i,ZOllo and lowa coudlizes.  “luwa's Uomuciolic CauCus ygave htm 23% of
the vOote ond | . Al leono's oworded Nhla 2075 of fhe delecyule slouls
Neither cvutcoume was enovugh 1o leed The Crowded fleld, Lul The figuics ver s

®

moi € than four Timgs The 55 1o 5% _Izga._ ot voter s the pullster s noimaily

o (!
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conS|gn to him n63. Once the Wisconsin primary vlcfory |gnI+ed the’ grass

A )
roots supporf reporTs were concluding, "iIn sfafe after sTaTe, yodhg

) Iflcal acfivusfs are faklng over parfy ca%Fuses and chgeslng the

national convenf:on delegttes, in a concerted rffort to ~--

) REY
Re: ¢ G t1icles in the national press tended to.

>~ .
> 4 ‘/I

porf?ﬁy The’graes roofs_subporfers in dramaficqfermé. Called tn*an article ’
"the army of anfs" ahd the "flying squad"65 McGovern}S workers are depicfed

as Taklng "a Iesson from McGovern S, Ilfelong poliflcal paSSIon for co1

e Y

Iecflﬁg the names of - supporférg—\?ﬂey move |n droves from sfafe to sfa#e,
1

chassifying vofers |n 3 in by S in. car&% . "66 They are referred To‘
Yquietly Tilllng The VIneyards in The nonprlmary sTaTes, sneaklng up o

the courfhouse pros to capfure 7 delegafes in VermonT 8 in Idaho, 13 in
lowa, 9 In )‘\rizona.'67 . >
, - - al o e~ o
The Grass Roots power personified the impossible. Reports chaining
1 ‘ ,
out In the press suggested: ' L
*'The capping of all this effort should come o
early next month in California where Campaign Manager '
Hert plans to do what most politicians say 'is '
"impossible: organize the heferogenebus state from
the ground up. : California is so big that the ¢on-
" ventional polnT?caI wisdom @ictates campaigning it
through the media. But McGovern operadtives dis-
agreée. By primary time they aim to have at least
. 1,000 out-of-state volunteers working with 25,000 to
50,000 Californians, organizing the state New Hampshire
style--except that in the case of California that means
calling in person or bg telephone on nearly 2,000,000
Democratic households. .

Clear ly' the Grass Roots .scenar fo pot trays the supporters of Muoo. G

much In his Own persona. McGovern Jous The lmpussible he o ganlzes the
N, !
Democratic¥party in’Somn Lakota: nis suppui ting chaiacter . viganice "the

-

impossible" campaign in his impge and lihkeness un the nattonal level

N
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’ ’ ' . ¢ . o
"~ -r WMcGovern tends to cpmpaign "at close range" e -.. e~+ing hi
l. : . - '\
prot. © on electronic media, © - - sporters laouack = A o7 *o race campa.

' R . P ¢ . Lt
Soui.. wakota sfyle.Gg{ Whereas In South Dakota McGover® was the organizational’

+
Y

» 1‘1-. - . . . .
" tycoon,, on the national level stand-in actors |ike Gary Hart and Frank

&, @

Mankiewlcz pJayed Thaf role. 'thle McGovern is personified as "conf ident
E%spife the many Democraflc Ieaders who sfilr dIQHISS his.canﬁndac& "79 his

grass roofs supporfers-insplre confidence.’ .
! g | ¥ ; .
Slnce +the.bllk of The grass roofs 5uppor+ers came from. The I968 Kennedy—
. . S

l"HcCarThy Iegacy, |+ is_ not surprusung Théf Thelr mot:ves reflecfed ;he sbme
concerns. The villains they vnsualized Included The Johnsonnan element .
the, parTy and |+s old foreign pollcy. Often the parfy regulars pqrsonified
4 \ -
the vnllalns for them. Reports also emerged that dramafizﬁeffhe sfrﬁagle ¢
between the grass roots supporters and the Democratic party itself.
. Conmented one disgruntied Democrat: "We have
substituted mob rule for boss rule." He contends
that the weighted caucuses do not reflect the.
views of the mass. of working~-class, middle e -agéd )
y . Democrats who vote in general ‘elections.

K3

[J . P

U.S. Neg§~gnd World Report provided a summary of the grass roots ac-

tivity and the bold pros" reaction to it in several states. The scenarios

portrayed dramas of intense conflict in many cases. In Vermont it was
repor ted Thaf,-ls"‘,;' ) )

rThel convention was dominated Ly a well
Oorganized crew of youthful supporters ot the ant iva
Scuth Dakotan. .

They cdopted by an overwhelping major Ity an
antiwar resolution that called for i.mediate with
drewal from Vicinan, and ancther 1o yrant amnesty
for all dratt cveders, deserters and thosc convlCl

of "war crimes.'

Other resolutions approved urged Iegl:lo!lun ot
1he use of marijuana, ~trong bicth control legsisla
tion, and removing . ... controls trom dbs: tions.

v
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o | On 2 broader level however, ne/fra Roofs fantasy type relived the

: PopullsT srruggle cenfral To ilcGovern' S cp*cer The Traleional P9pulis+ ~

vlfon wlTh lTs dlsTrusT of esTabILshe

i

organizcd pOWer provnded sTrong moTlves for

olitical parfles and fear of

rflcipanfs |n The rhefoch

\

‘to look for a bcu base of poliTlcal*power._ The New Poliflcs of 1968'5 ex-

R\;lenca was InTerpreTed as proving ThaT the . parfy of““phnson,\Daley and\
Hu

phrey was noT fhe parTy of The peopLe. In The VISIon of The blacks,

.chlcanos, sTudenTs, young people ‘and others’ who saw\jhemselves as LepT out
~

'of fhe I968 DENOCFBTIC convenfion by barbed wire and bayoneTs, There was

¢

Ii+tle reason to TrusT the parfy in 1972 The Grass RooTs scenarlo offered'

the New PollTlcs parTucupanTs a way to d:sassocuafe +hemselves from the
corrup'r power of the parTy mucl* as the Populists .disassociated Themsel\_/es

from the bankers by starting a new "People's Party.”

Y
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.~ leop: a complete dévélopwgp¥fg;“+he entlre fhesbs of this
: paper, see Willlam D. Sem|ak, a Rhetorlcal Analysls ©f George S.
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