‘mp16B 0N o "~ cs 208 754

' AUTHOR

r %”' DOCUMENT RESUME

,Bufd,,Gené} Younga CQ'Dianﬁe

-PITLE *  Eriticism of News Media in City Haga%ineé.‘ _ h ~
‘PUB. DATE .+ */ Aug 78 T A T .
NOTE v, 20p.; Paper. presented at the Annual Meeting of the .
IR ."Kssociation for Education in Journalism' (61st, -
_.-.Seattle, Washington, Angust- 13-1€, 1978) Best.copy
©-"ayailable A L T
EBRS PRICE - . MFO1/PCO1 Plus Postage. . C -
'D?EE?TPTORS . - ‘Content Analysis; *Journalism; *Mass Media?! *Media .-
e L ‘Research; *Periodicals o \ '
-~IDENTIFIERS *City Magazines; *Press Criticism «.
" BABSTRACT S . A o ) _ :
o L A survey of 80 city and regional magazines was
‘undertaken to examine articles of media criticism. Of those, 78.5%.

-responded. A total of 420 artiéles were recei;gd and were: divided

accord

ing to subject and geographical distribdtion. A criticai

analysis of representative articles determined that they represented

.- signif

" Bespon

icant criticism as defined in Theodore Peterson's "The Social
sibility Theory of the Press." It vas found that city mdgaziaes

© have adopted media criticism as--a-standard editorial practice, that*
.most. articles were published by the ‘magazines in the largest citaies,
that most. were about the print media, that most concerned local medias
performance and power, and that #dgazines in the Northeast and Far
West were the most diligent media watchdogs. Common criticisms were

that n

-that they boost and pyotect
they ignore problems and iss

allaw

.ok

R, sensational, 'and without substance;
cred cows"™ rather than criticize; that
S out of -self-interest; and that they
pressures to ‘influence the news. (TJ)

ewspapers are inaccura

advertising and|cl

” \,]

v -

Ny o g.i B . . :
A . AN T N

4

't;***(:**y****y***r*********1***********%**#*********************k*****

Reproductions supplied by. EDRS &re the best that can be ‘made @ *
' frcm the original documént. .

;**y***i*#**%**%#********%*************************i*****ﬁ****y******#y

-

< , N . . N ‘"‘7“2‘

» o ' s

LN
Y



ED168049. -

-RiC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

U.S/OEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,

<
i L]

Presented to‘the.Magaziné'inisibn, Association for Education in,
Journalism Annual Converttion, Seattle, wgfh.,iAuguSt 1978.

Y s . . -

AN . t ]

NI

N

R AN

-

v o o oo EDUCATION & WELFARE -
) : - : = NATIONAL IRSTITUTEOF
P : e “EDUCATION
o ~ - " THIS DOCUMENT MAS BEEN REPRO-
; TR - ‘ DUCED EXACTLY AS RECEIVED FROM.
- BN P _ - THE PERSON OR ORGANIZATION ORIGIN-
v, v . Lo . . ’ . ATING IT, POINTS OF VIEW OR OPINIONS
: e S .STATED DO NOT NECESSARILY.REPRE-
d RS SENTOFFICIAL NATIONAL INSTITUTE OF
EDUCATION POSITION OR POLICY . g
CRITICISM OF NENS MEDIA IN CITY MAGAZINES B
. / .v... B . ' o p A ‘
o BT COPY Ay
o PP AvAnep
) o [ R ) : " \
. ' By s - ’ .- . N K »
Gene Burd - _ . '
A§soc1ate Professor S
Department of Journa11sm
Un1vers1ty of }exas
“and ; ’ BN
. C. D1anne Young Loy S
._1Ass1 tant Director of Public Re1at1ons,w
-Aust1n Co]];gé . :
.~Sherman, Texas . o
“PEAMISSION TO REPRODUCE THIS .. n
MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY - _ TN o ~
Gene Burd , s ‘
. C. Dianne Young _
TO THE EDUCATIONAL RESOURCES : . E
v (INFORMATIOD-CENTER (ERIC) AND - .
r 9 USERS OF THE ERIC SYSTEM " - I _ : ) ,
— / - ] > ' .
) o : :
re ’ . N ’ - / \
- N * \



St ¢ - » , ) . R \
. <: . o ‘ ’ s, i
LA o s ¢ PR 3 .
. s " ’ _ -
}V . - » . - 3. . - N . ?
. AN J ¢ & ’ . - S . -1
. . ) ¢ ,
v By "q ) _“. ’ - i
_ S ‘ ‘
) T : . b
’ - . ’” fo8
LB I3 * “
. , N - -
, ¢ -~ X © .
i ld £ R
S S
0 - . . 9
Introduction 4 . e\ ! - : _ -
i - . \' o ~ 7 . ’ .o
There is a trad1t1on of- press criticism. in Amer1can magaz1nes ’
RN A

The first modern day med1a cr1tfc1sm was generated by a 18-part Ser1es f

in -QT]ner s 'in ]91], when W1ll/If

'that 1nf]uence pub]1shers anH reporters to distort the news . 1

;n ana]yzed the soc1a] pressures

~.J
In 1920, Upton-S1nc]a1r 1h the Nat1on cr1t1c1zed newspapers for

n

,?\
y ‘be1ng more 1nterested 1n‘prof1t than Jn serv1ce to the pub]1c,.and -

”-_.he called” on readers to Jo1n h1m in "Bu1]d1ng an Honest Newspaper“

called "The Nat1ona] ‘News." 2. 4\\the Amer1can Mercury in 1930,
A
H.L. Mencken made a s1m1]ar observat1on when ‘e comp1a1ned of the

conservat1sm and un1form1ty of U.S. nmewspapers, ca]]1ng»them “du14,

- O 3 L .
_uninspired, unintelligent.". ’ -

¢ 'Nat1ona] magaz1nés have cont1nued to Cr1t1c1ze neWSpapers "What's

. Wrong With the Press7" ‘ QE§Week on Nov. 29, 1965. Kev1n Ph1]11ps

S—— .
S .

'ca]]ed for “Bu5t1hg tHe ed1a Trusts“ ih the July 1977 Harper[s A1v1n

In “

P. Sano{; first quest1oned ”Amer1ca S Press--Too Much Power for Toa

Few7" and. then asked "Is the Press L1v1ng by a Double Standard“ in U.S.

Dianne Young is a former ed1tor “Southern L1v1ng and Teach1ng ' \
Assistant in journalism at the Un1Vers1ty of\Ieias where she has done
research - on city-mdgazines for a Master's Dggree. Gene Bwrd is ~ .
Associate Professor and held a grant from Magaz1ne Pub]1shers Assoc1at1on‘
for a stqdy of WMagaz1nes in.the Metropolis." ~ : .
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!',' News & Nor]d Report 1ssues of Auq ]5 and 0ct

X\here is debate as" to whether theuf1rst c1ty magaz1ne was Go]den

,/%*Eia, begun in~ ]849 Hono]uﬂu 5 Paradvse_of the Pacqf1c? begun Jn ]888,“

‘or New York s Town Top1cs

10, 1877

started be?bre ]900

—

agr ement that the mode] for cuty magaz1ne chtr

B ]
estab]1shed by The New Yorker when it Was- fou ded 1n ]925

Yo[ker press rev1ew co]umns incVu#td "Beh1nd the News,ﬁ "The Curre“}t
Press OUA Reporter at Large,' and “The Press 1n Rev1ew " In ]927
Wayward Press" co]umn was started and was wNDtten for nearly 20 yéars

by Morr1s Markey and Robert Bench]ey before A.J.

-~

archetype an D1ego c1ty'mmga21ne in 1948;

The awarduw1nn1ng story on "The Reporter" by Gaeton Fonz1 and Greg

co]umn from.the ﬁpy 19 ]945 1ssue unt1] h1s death Jdn ]963._

~

But there is.

Er

-
Y

’

~

L

L1eb]1n(’penned the

&

general
ism of newspapers was

Early New.

r when the more recent wave of c1ty magaz1nes was prompted by the
1t1c1sm of the, ]oca] neWSA‘
papers¥c t1nued, In ]967, Ph1]ade]ph1a magaz1 e f1rm1y established
'hard\hitéﬁng press cr1t1crsm an£1ty magaz1nes With its expase on

uHarry Karafin, 1nvest1gat1ve reporter for the Ph1]ade]ph1a ngu1re

*‘Walter revealed how ‘Karafin used med1a power for h1s ewn cause by

b]ackma1]1ng 1]]ega1 compan1es and shady -

seyxvices™as a free-]ance pubT1c relatibns”man.

years as a reporter c]ear]y demonstrated the potent1a] s1gn1f1cance

- ’ -

of press cr1t1c1sm in c1ty maga;1nesa

. » .
By 1971, the new_ggw Yonk\magaz1ne intensified the Jiactice of

c1ty magazine,"

“ .

triticizing the press, and in 1973,
Texas Month]y, extended~the pattern

\

"Among the virtues of such/pub]1cat10ns is that of prodding the some-
t1mes somno]ent da1]y press and he]p1ng to keep both the" da1]1}s and

]oCa] news broadcasters honest " 8

C

F

~

y N

-

_a new statew1de

) .
o

bus1 esses into us1ng his
7 .

His~® f1r1ng after 30

%

4

]eading one observer to note that.

N4



; ‘ L. . S ‘
“‘ ~Because the extent of presd tr1t1C%sm in c1ty magaz1nes, as we]]

e

as the conf1gurat1on and poss1b1':1mpagt of such crLt1c1sm‘vhad not

' been 1nvestﬂoated th1s p Ject :as»an attempt to discorer the extent._,;
\

;'and to d1scdss the content of med1a cr1t1CJsm ih clty magaz1nes

«

(‘Methodo]ogy Co]]ect1o:>of Data" R "34 ; : PR -
. S , _ _ |
The d1ff1cu]tyfkf def1n1ng a\c1ty magaz1ne wn1verse for samp]1ngf

“was compoynded by the fact that no\comp1ete ]1st of . c1ty and regional
magazrnes was ava1]ab]e when thd_study was begun (After theastudy ' ¢
was under way, in October ]977 Codference Management Corporatlon )
.1n Stamfqrd, Qonns{ nub]1shed the D%rec{ory of Crty and Reg1ona] Maga-
, “Cow T _ T

c oA

zines.) . Q,.' } . \ .\. ,

Rather than re]y on a s1ng]e Source, such as on]y those magaz1nes %;

A

]1sted 1n Standard Rate and Data SerJ1ce, it was decjfed to ]ocate as

[ 4

“\ B ol
. many t1t]es as poss1b]e from var1ous Fources ,F1rstr a pre]ﬁflnary

l1st of c1ty magaz1nes was comp1]ed from the ]977 Ayer D1nect0ry of .
5

N
Per1od1ca]s, the Standard Per1od1ca] g1rectory for ]977 and ]r1ch S . o’
'Internat1ona] Per1od1ca]s D1recto;x That P1st was supplemente he

1

¢

names of var10us new c1ty pub11cat1ons mentToned in recen¢ 1ssue9 of

: :
\\\\\\\Eo]1o A few more titles were located by check1ng all current, majoébr <
S‘ ‘ c1ty te]ephUne\g1rector1es . . x“' ) ’ ’ ‘, '
. In add1t1on, 1\\\a§\d1scovered that articles from 20 c1ty-maga-

zines,.with current editorial addresses were listed 1n the 1975 and

]976 ed1t1ons of Access Index and the ]9743 ]975 and ]976 ed1t1ons of

_ the Popu]ar Per1od1ca] Inde& From all these sources, a comp]ete lTist ~

.

“-of 80 city magaz1nes was’ assemb]ed 25 percent . of which were at ]j?St

- part:aﬁly 1ndexed o : : : N
. \The comp]ete ]1st of city magazines 1nc]udes\the fo]]ow1nd P sh
e ' - A J

<
/




~ .

,

of,copy1ng the art1c]es and/or ma1]1ng dthem in a self-addressed enve]
¢ N

Because mos t magaz1nes ‘reach-a s]ack t1me ;

4

>

‘Aspen
Atlanta
Augusta

. Austin v e
. *Baltimore -
- Baton Rogge -

_Blrmlngham

- Boston

Buffalo™ . ~,. -
Capitalite. -
-Charlotte
Chattaneega,
Chicago - -
Chicago Month]y
Clnc1nnat1

City of Memph1s
Cleveland )

" Clevetander

Cloyis
'Co]umbta

ﬂ Columbus Month]y

"D"™ (Dallas)

- Dallas .
~Dayton U. S_A

Detroiter
+Detroit L1fed
Denver

The Denver Magazine

. Jacksonville
., Kansas City Town

~Nashville!
New Orleans
New Norfolk (& Tide-

CITY MAGAZINES
lDu]uth1an Magaz1ne'
E1 Paso Today:

Focus/M1dwestN
Fort Worth = i

- Galveston .l;ﬁ

_Georgetown L1fe

t*l’Hono]u]u

Houston | @
Hudson Va]]ey Yo
Indianapolis i w

Islander \

e

Squire

Long Island Magaznne'
(& Westcheste er)l

Los Angeles

Lou1sv11]e

Louisville Today

“Miami 3

Metro (Norfo]k)
Magazine .

. Milwaukee Commeyce

MPLS )

water Virginia)

' Artfc]es om.media~criticism‘ﬁrom'nine magad

- B1rm1ngham, Ch1cago, Kansas City Town Squ1re; New York, SA,

+

New West
New York

‘Palm Beach Life
-Palm Springs Life
Philadelphia

Phoenix :
Pittsburgh .
Pittsburgher
Portland

SA (San- Antonqo)

SAM (Housten)- . -

San Antonio

San Diego

San Francisco
Santa-Fean
Sarasota

- Savannah

Seattle .-
Shreveport.
Sioux City

St. Louisdn

- Texas Monthly

Trenton

bTUCSOI’I -7

Tulsa-:

‘Washingtonian

MWashingtan Month]y
Wichita o

ines (Atlanta, Austin;

and. Texas Month]y) weré:%o]]ected in person. Art1c]es from Detro1ter

were ordered through Inter L1brary Loan because the magazine had fo]ded

in December ]975

11st and C0p1eS of alr\art1c]es published by them on: med1a cr1t1c1sm

Two vers1ons of ‘an 1n1t1a] letter wére mailed,

-~

At

Seventy survey 1etters were ma1]ed to the- ed1tors o'fi

the rema1n1ng magaz1nes, request1ng the1r help in gather1ng a- master

- ‘whose art1c]es were 1ndexed and another to the rema1nder

APPENDIX for copies of correspondence )

ope prov1ded for return ma11

one to those magaz1nes_

(See -

A $] check waS 1ncTuded as ent1cement and to help cover the cost

)

I v

¢ |

San Anton1o,

23

4



’: usua]]y s]ower,

'-were ma1]ed dur1ng the

: o w
_.Methodology: Ana]ysis o/f Data

<N

softhey 4Wre represented| i

.
news .media.

" sTdered more~}ike]y to

“of content anal

v".‘.

'1n product1on at the b=g1nn1ng of each month,

initia

It is probab]e that the

had not repT1ed to the

Of tl'?e 70 ]etters

)

maga;1nes never rep]1ed

reply for an overall response rate of 78.5 percent

Cleveland, Los Angeles ,

to fill

ear]y in bhe week dur1rg a 'slower period)

1'n1tl1'a1

ma1]ed

‘the request:because-of'time'probTems'

\]etters were-man]ed‘at the

L]

check and the t1m1ng of

Fo1]ow up requests,—%nc]uding'a brief reminder and

letter..

to e1ther ma1]1ng

B

and‘Washington?an, wrote tha

b v ¥

" FRE

and' b

dnd-of July 1 9776 -
:}etters (totarr've

five were returned wn

F1fty f1v~

Becausk.

cause summer is

ks

|

he]ped elicit: mote responseS"

e}1vered' ]0

1

magaz:nes did
' Three magazines,
they' were unable

those magazines'

were indexed,'thejr art1c]es were . ordered through Inger- L1brary Ldan,

-

Thirty-three of the 55 magaz1nes ma1]ed back ar|1c]es, and 19 re-

sponde

That they had.not pub11shed art1c]es cr1t1c1

One magazkne;iLong'Is]and, was planning a med1a revi

zinéS']isted;

'46-(approx1mate]y157%) d1d pub11sh artf

:Focus/Midwest was d1scarded because its

lishers aiso;pnoduce the St.

Louis/Journa11sm Review|

71ng the med1a
by, Of the 80 maga -
"c]es ‘Jbout the

o

review med1a than most c1ty mjg

et

‘). .~

bJ% because of the numbler and van\ety of treatment,
qumbersome to prepare an ana]ys1s or summary of each

the master bib Tography.

is,?

v » :
. ) . .
.
o 1
Il N -
. o

A tota] of 420 art1c]es from 45 c1ty ma%§g1nes

o

Instead of 1mpos1hg trad1t1

spec1f1c subject d1vis1ons we rff

r

Eere collected,

ft was deeme @200

[ .
‘art1c]e other than
onaL—categor1es

derived from the




data. Three major divisions were city magazine ana]ys1s of news cover—

“age bys (1) Tocal print med1a, (2) Tocal broadcast me;Ja, an? (3) gen-

v.eraiztnon ]oca] or nat1ona] broadchst and/or pr1nt media Qenerally,
each maJor category conta1ned more tw%n 20 art1c1es Ten minor subJect .

' 'd1v1s1ons, most conta1n1ng less than 20 art1c]es, were a]so der1ved from
-

the data. They‘were >(]) "Med1a"vto]umns, (2) h1st0ry/persona]1ty/pr0—

motional artﬁc]es;.(B) editorials and ed1tor1a]1sts, (4) alternative
. < / U)M .

A k- .
‘papérs{ (5) city 1mages, (6) sports. and sportscast1ng; (7) women in. the

a

media; (8) newspaper str1kes, ij) Don Bo]]es, Phoen1x 1nvest1gat1ve re--

-

,“porter murdered and (10) maga21nes
. o s . .- -

,',f T To determ1ne geograph1ca] d1str1but1on of med1a cr1t1c1sm 1n city
magaz1nes, two art1c]es from e&th maaor:;ubaect d1v1s1on ]1ste\/above

f‘; werg)chosen from each of the fo]]ow1ng f1ve geograph1ca] areas and
L L N , , _—
'thel//magaz1nes. A

v oL ' .

VNQRTHEAST' Boston. Baltimore;;éuffalo New‘York Ph1]ade]ph1a,

Pittsburgh Pittsburgher,. Wash1ngton1an, and Wash1ngton Monthhx
3bUTHEA§T Atlanta, B1rm1ngham, C1ty of MemE¥Js, Jacksonv1]]e,

Louisville Today, M1am1, Nashv;]]e.b Neu,Orieans, and.Shreveport.‘:

MIDWEST: Chicago, Chicago Month]y, Cincinnati, Cleveland, Colum-

hus Monthly, Detroiter, Indianapolis, Town Squire,.MﬁhS,}Tulsa, and

>

Sioux City. L
SOUTHWEST: AsEen, Austin, "D", Dallas, Denver, E1_Paso Today,

— Houston, Phoenix, Texas Monthly, Tucson, SA, and San Anton1o

{

FAR WEST: Honolulu, Los\\nge]es New West, and San Diego.

An'inteNSiVe, descriptiv cr1t1ca] ana]ys1s was made of the s

= 10 art1c]es represent1ng eac subaect d1v1s1on Kgééjrt1c]es chosen,

»

represented s1gn1f1cant cr1t1c1sm as measured by erson 1n.h1s.
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© - "Social. Respons1b1]1ty Theory oﬁvmhe

~son'5's

-

en themest F1rst the theme of Petersonfs pb1nts one,ctWO,;'

"v". "

and Seven:

po]1ttc5“h:7'

-

gtpe1r own ends and/%ropagate thedr own op1n1ons;t

4"" .',»

'.’econom1cs at the expense oF oppos1ng v1ews, that med1a are subserv1ent

. l . .
° n v . ©

/to big bus1ness aﬁd 1et adver’iSers contro] ethor1a1 po]1c1es and

)

'content and that media make uCCESS fdr neWcomers d1ff1cu1t, thergby i:}

endanger1ng the Tree and open marketp]ace of 1de—;21; Tb1s 1s the) ,:;/,

'
.

Lo ve e
theme of ower. < e ,:,w.'* ‘ -5 "",v“ . -

25,
'Second, the theme of Petgrson s poants three, four, f1ve,’and s1x&'

Ay : 1-«/‘

‘the cr1t1clsg§zthat the med1a res1st so%ﬁa] changt and pay mqr\k
attention'to he superf1c1a] and Sensat1ona1 than//be s1gh1f1can§.1n jf'

'/_,. . ’
news, that media present enterta1nment 1ack1ng in substance, that
4 R
v med1a endangﬁr~pub11c mora]gi and.that media somet1mes invade- the r o,

pr1vacy of individuals w1thout Just cause.]z This 1is the\thefe\of
£ - “5 . c g , -

performance N . ' ) ‘ /‘ _ .
Examp]es of both these themat1c categor1es represent1ng each R
~ .

4 ',:')u

od Lt

1
.

geograph1ca1 area were chosen for ana]ys1s on the bas1s of how the. = -

. - . -

art1c]es d1scussed the topics of the {hemes and which art1c1es~d1@ the
(

best JObS by common]y accepted standards of cr1t1oa1 wr1t1ngs and, A

/.
3 - -

( methods of cr1t1ca1 analysis., 13 ‘ R :
Findings “; "‘. \j o \‘ RN L - e , "_ Lo
- ,o 1t gppears that city magaz1nes have det}n1te1y adopted med1a cr1-.\
t1c1sm as a standard ed1tor1a1 pract1ce by watch1pg the "watchdog“ and
. . i . .

o *wr1tten about the media ﬂn 45 c1ty magaz1nes ma1n]y 1n
1,/ . ) t‘

.




“}'-t”-i o Texas\Monthiy \;

LB

N

© N Mashingtoh Monthly.

‘JFE . New West.

C1ty Magaz1ne
..~ New Yark .
f}gl“Ch1cago e e

'«_Nash1ugton1an o".#'

“+ .. 'Atlanta

Ph1]ade]ph1a

,- ./_,,; ||Dll .

é(;f Cleveland =~ = - ,’;ﬂ -
) New Or]eans _ o _4_';g'

1a§t three years Seventy fOUr pe}Cent;of the'art1c]es were pub]1shed:.“'4
from January 1975 through apprdx1mate1y Ahgust 1977 (Some magaz1nes

-

may havwve ma1]ed on]y the1r recent art1c]es, and a manor few came in
-

beyond August A]so, snnce art1c1es from At]anta, Ch1cag_,\New York

aaf Tex&s Month[y were searched and collected in per{\n; those maga-
zines' responses may have been ]arger and more thorough However,-if
those are removed from the above ]1st of the ]] top magaz1nes, the
rema1n1ng seven (15 5%)° st11] pub11shed ]]3 art1c]es, Qr more than 26
percent of the 420 art1c]es co}lected ) . . l

Thg c1ty magaz1nes tend . to wr1te most about pr1nt med]a Moren'

than half the- art1c1esedea]t w1th ]oca] or national neWspapers On]y

:_15‘art1c1es (7%) d1scussed magazmnes. Only " 38”perpent d1soussed R !
. : ' ‘ . . , . ' g ,.. | ” )
-v .8 ) e te . . -7 - ! "



f

‘Personal1ty/Promot1ona]" art1cles and ”Women ln tn

't1ons on “Bd1tor1a$s and Ed1tor1a11sts” exp]ored uncoVersd and un~.’5¥;;»"
*cha]1enged areas, and “Sports and Sport§cast1ng" sect1ons 1n c1ty g '

'magaz1nes revpa] that even . enterta1nment news can be cr1t1c1zed for &

j"ﬁff]ack o'f socfa] respons1b1]1ty T‘<”’,“ "'Q;T ')7* N f, LA v
ool A@fhors for these art1c1es range “From’ staff edwtors to free-]ance o
ne wr1ters “with. exper1ence and tredent1als for Gr1t1c1sm, and tﬁr; tend to,
R Y o i ] S 2o

:,l‘ A ‘ s ~ ) ‘J_. . ' R (J‘ - o v \ ‘,

‘ ; : \" .- / Z,.': ‘
& . ’ - . 3 - N - ( ) v ! .. - ” ) /
' . ! * [ . B ‘




in rea] estate sect1ons The c1ty

Tffw]ance Wr,t'K{ :

P]a1nts J_hat;’_"'

o

there is’ a ]ack of serious /1n depth programm1ng and prob1ng oﬁ ‘n"ﬁﬂGfg
. RN ... D K
.. /
- ]oca] prob]ems and controversy, that advert1§ers, agents, and mahagers

L]

S dom]nate programs by n s pac ag1ng of "“happy . ta]k" by anchor "star%
I B

5

' ' dwe]]1ng %n Sensat19na] cr1me and v1o]ence to 1ncrease v1ewer R 3
-ra 1ngs and prof1t “TQ;T‘EF ;‘. o 1'.ﬂ" fo"'br"ffﬁ-f" ~ e

f.f o The c1ty magaz1nes are‘maklng room for substant1ve reportyng on L;, -
J ’ - ﬁ‘z)_ - - .- N : 1 o N

- te]ev1s1on performance‘;Northeast and Fa;_west magaz1nes give more :

- s . : , - ‘ . IR 7 -

. e - - . -

- ’ = & o W : s g
; \ . - ) .
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details and examples to support}their criticism. Southwestern maga-
3. o :

zinds are less methodical, whi]E‘Midwestern'and Southeastern maga-

v
~

zines are the.most cautious tn coverinc “-d critirizing local televi-

£

<, . ‘ LN

sion news. . . o . : '

’

In dealing with. criticism ‘of . - ne local-community,
- : L8
city magazines (in some 60 .articles) in this study point out how f.

.

national media and those in the area deserve criticism for: preferencey

for local, "soft" news over “hard" national and international news; .

liberéy préss‘bias ahq_the dangers of arrogant, investigative re-

.oa
ting; the ré]atedj“checkbook“ Journalism of buying and selling
fhe-néws; a press antfpathy toward busineés and the egonpmic system;

r

“and the endless press squeeze rbetween consumensJ&ﬂﬁ/;dVertisers who

“support the mass media, a$ in "action lines."

. T . ‘ : .
Many of the articles (ZO%L%aréifound in "Media" columns or in
- e . ’

regular features, with quthéa§terg magazines more apt to do them.
In this category, the criticism tends to be more general, déaling

with ideas-and theorie$ rather than specifics, and less substantiated .

by examplés.

Conclusions : ) o . )
: ) e

F}

\ ' .
City magazings are continuing the tradition of media criticism

begun by early Amekééan magazines. The editorial practice seems to

N . .
be firmly established, and-with the décline of city journalism

‘reviews and the recent rise in public criticCism and skeplicism of Lhe

. A
Media, the iNCreasing amount of media criticism in ity wmayacines

possibly t1lls a Jocal and national communicatllion vacuu

Overall, the city magazines studied here secem to appl, he
“:f . .

‘standard, uvbLjectlive measures listed 11 Poelerson's Lheory ot S0,




qbu' . responsibility. The authors offer concrete "documentation to support
. ’. : ‘

Y

their criticisms rather than gMing purely subjective responses;-They
. . ' oo R ’ B
have, in .effect, taken ‘the journalistic leadérship of watching the

.
4 N~

watchdog.

Although many of the articles . ~ional 'and in-
. & . ‘

’ ~ §ignificang‘ﬁ;2e 0f the news media, more are concernea w{thvthe
media's use of power--that is, the negative aspects of owner/editor
dnd business/adyert%ser'control or manfb‘ tion of news’. More and
T motéq press crit{cé‘point to the.possibility editors' and
repprteks'“projectih@ftheif ﬁo;porate bias into stories.

| In the #&jor subject divisions, both criticism of power and
-criticism of performance'are intéfwoven: Frequent]&, éoEumentgd‘or
alleged control or influence by)busipess or advertisers is r§1i}ed
to‘poprleditqrial qua]it{f Likewiée, a mediqm]s editorial stance is

often linked to its ownership.
The majority of city magazine articles are not based upon
the media’s coverage of a spécial event; rather, they tend to be
more general reviews, with canclhsions based on a numb r,ék day-to-
day incidénts or onan overview of general performancej
In general, the city magﬁzihes of the Northeast.and Far West,

near national media centers and often near older, slower growing,

highly popu]dtedxdl‘cds, tend Lo be more critical and LO yive Lhe

; most detailed and well-ducumente :\Cl‘itl\.lsm_ [U appears nedia
criticism mdy Le 1¢lated LC/) Lhe aye and compleatly of urban sclbliaga,
‘ \ )
with unchaullenged yrowth arcaLlng a bov.ldgr atmosphere whero medla
.‘cr,itimsm s less likely to take place Mc:d‘].a saluratlion may alsu




-

~

- be related tb the amount and intensity of media criticisg in an

- ~

- .area. . .

" Most of the ci;igmagaztnes in the'study uti]ize experi'hced

-and often We]] known media cr1t1cs as authors. The qua]1ty f the

Ed ~i
o med1a cr1t1c15m may be approachwnv "hat of the cr1t1c1sm of the
v . A : .
Gther "arts," as increasing’ cles are ser1ous,k;nvest1—
T\\\\\ gative essays, rather thanm . -ctive therapy,prohpted Qy

editorial Jealousy or anger. ' ?

The fact thap most ofithe articles are negatiye perhap§ indi-
} : " . . - : ' :

Fates‘the matUrity of this new editoﬁia]:“art formv" The, artﬁc]e§e

appear to offer a type of ”serv1ce" to today S consumer of the

news They serve to he]p c1t1zens “survive™ as they seek éut and = K
sort out’ 1nfprmat10n needs in an urban sett1ng 14
. L
. -~ '
) L ' : ’ ]
N #. : .
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‘ Would you take a few minutes t « me!/ complete a »-t+ti~nal! survey of
'Cltj magazine, articles which e ‘:;ticized the .. . aee . )

\
Can you recall any specific é%amples of such criticism or revigws of
the press or broadcast media in recent or back issues of your Publlcatlon'
If so, I enclose $1. Cguld you p0551bly pulletear sheets or xerox copieg .
of these articles-and mail them to me in the enclosed envelope within

the next two weeks? . v f - .

If postage is'more than the $1 I have rovided, I am quite willing to
reimburse you for thdt as well . as to pay for the necessary 1Ssues or
‘ﬁost of copylng‘the articles. -

Yeur magagine was selected from a-.,thoYough list drawn from the 1977
Ayer Directory of Publications, the Standard Periodical Directory for
3977 and Ulrich's International Periodicals Directory. Your responsg is
extremely important for the depth and validity of my master's thesis,
which will determine if city magazines have becomé critics of the news
media due to the decline of locdl journalism reviews.

Because I simply do not have the funds to travel to the various city
mhgazine offices in order to get the needed information, your response
and aid are essential to the success of my efforts. Therefore, any help
and suggestions you can provide will be greatly appreciated.

If you are interested i% receiving a report on .the findings of this
research, merely indicate your interest with your reply, and I will be
glad to send you one. This is a chance for you to see what othcr city
~magazines like yours”are doing.

Thank you $or taking the time tu read thils rcquest, and, copeulally,
thank you for your htlp. ‘

» Slucesrcly,

Dianne Youay

Teaching Assi.. ..
Journalism Departm. ...
University of) Texas
Austin, Te.as 7871:¢
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Would you take a few minutes to -help me complete ‘a national sUrv%y of

city magazineqiificies'which have cr£tib*zed the news media?

' Accordilng ‘tQ Access Index for .periodicals, your magazine®has run ‘
several articles about the press or broadcast media which’ would be
relevant to my research. (Attached is a list of.the references I have
been able to locate for th?'19v4—76\period,)' : ' e

R : ! C L. v . BN
In addi¥ion, can you recall .any other specific examples -of such

" reviews of the press or broadcast media in rec¢ent or back issues of

. 'your puwblication? If so, I enclose *S1. Could'you.ﬁossiblx pull tear
sheets or xerox copies of.the listed articles and any others you recall
and mail ‘them to me in the enclosed envelope within’ the next two weeks?

PS

.If postage is ﬁosé-fhan the $1 I have provided, I_am:QUite willing to
reimburse you for that as well as to pay for.the necessary issues or

cost of cdpying the articles. .

Your magazine was selec¢ted from a thorough list drawn from the 1977 .
‘Ayer Directory. of Publications, the Standard Beriodical Directory for
1977 and Ulrich's ‘International Periodicals-Directory. Your response is .
eXtremely important for the depth and validity-of my master's thesis,
-which wiMl determine if city magazines have become critics of the pews
media due Yo the-decline of local journalism reviews.

1 \ B . . . ,
Because-I gimply do ﬁgz\gave the funds to travel to%the various city
magazine oXfices in order td get the needed infqrmation, your response
and aid- are essential ?3 the success of my efforts. Therefore, any
help and suggestions you can provide will be greatly appreciated.

If you are interested in receiving a report on Lks findingys of this
research, merely indicate your interest with your‘reply, and I will be
"glad to send you one. This is a chance ‘for you to see what other city
‘magazines .like yours are'doing. . '

. .
Thank you for taking the time to read this Leyueat, and, espueclally,
thank you for your help. . », :

s
« © N , Slucerely,

Ll %Ullc xkl\AAA-J
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Durlng the beglnnlng of August, zm}ed you a letter request1ng>
your help 1in 4 rgsearch project about clty magazines. In my lEQter
-1 1nc1uded a- $1°check and asked you to.mail mec copies of any artlcles
from your maga21he that have criticized the news media. .

N L8

In case you were‘away or too busy to {111 my rcquest before, may I
ask yod to do so now? I am trying to get the most complete .collection’
of city magazine articles criticizing the press orsbroadcast media -
thgt I tan. This would mean getting @ response from all the city
magazinegs I have contacted. 4

If .you would 11ke to. see what other city magazines'are d01ng, merely
indicate your -interest with your reply, and I will be glad to send
you a report of my flndlngs

I would appreciate your earliest reply, and in case the first check
1 sSent was misplaced, I am enclos;ng another §$1.check to cover any
reproduction and postage cxpenses. If expenscs are more than-the
"$1 I have provided, I am quite willing to reimburse you.’

Thank you for taking. the time to rlll my 1cquest Yqur'response_and

aid are greatly apprcc1ated N
Sindcicly,
\ .
: D1lansc avianyg
Teachiig AsSSIo i
Department of Jours ..
University of Texas
Austin, Te.as 78705
-




ABSTRAGF '~ S RN - Magazine Divisio

! d : . < . :
. 4 i B o I 4 f .
v 1 t CRITICISM OF NEWS MEUIA IN CITY MAGAZINm oo )
o S g . .. e
Ene ﬂurd ' o -~ . C. D1anne.Young
_ Associ@ate Professor . . N Assistant Pirector
Department of Journa]1sm . s s - of Public Relations
" University of Texas . ) c Austin Codlege
. Aust1n, Texas 781L§* : ' - Sherman, Texas 75090
- * t ) "
N ARQTPAFT

buds fldeiold i sunvey of c1ty magaz1nes found them continuing a
magazine tradition -6f press criticism, and an analysis 6Ff 420 awticles
from 4% magazines found_ they apply the seven Peterson themes of media
cr1t1c1sm in Measurlng soc1aT respons1b111ty s

=

The study brlef]y surveys classic examples of magazine criticism
of the press, ting significant d%ﬁes in its development, and then
at'tempts tOJGT?iOVer its recent’ex ent 1§ the five-year period of
1973—1977 ' ,

To get an adequate samp]e, the project dealt with the problems of
definimg city magazines and of obtaining .updated -1ists and directories

“ from frequently inadequate indexes needed to solicit mail response -for
collecting examples. - A mail questionnaire to 70 magazines brought&a
‘response of.78.5 percent, and it was found that 57 percent of the’
magazines respond1ng did print somé med1a ¢riticism or articles on
the media. ~

An ana]ys1s of the geograph1c distribution of med¥a criticism was
made for the Northeast, Southeast, Midwest, Southwest, and Far West; and
three. major divisions of analysis included articles on local print media,
local broadcast media, and non-local media for each area.

\ It was found that 25 percent of the magazipes published almost 70
. percent of the total articles collected, and they tended to be-those of
1 the larger cities. The. articles ddalt most]y with local print media,

although criticism the electromic media js increasing.

The "Media" cplumn was found to be the most common article form,
and fexperienced, . ¢gften well-known, writers were often used by the
magazines. The most diligent magazine media watchdogs were found in the
Northeast and frak West. '

Typical media criticisms in the magazines tound newSpapers inade-
quate; sensational; and displayingy a tendency to boost rather than cri-
ticize, to ignore problems and issues for the sake of the publications'
self-interests, and to allow class pressures and advertising to blur
lines between news and ads .

Electronic media were writiciced tor lTackh of serlous 1o deplh 4 cpon
Ling, bland programming by .etworks, eaces.ive showing of .ivlence and
crime. and packayging of "hdabpy talk" by anchor "stars" to incrofse
Viewer ratings and station protrits.

Presented Lo Uhe Hugactae Divisdon at Lhe nuia 1 Uian dur Lodae cthomn 1
Journalisw Annuatl Convention in)Seattle, vwash., Aagus 19,8
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