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of. the National Frogram to-preserve physically deteriorating library ' .
materials, 7" - \ ’ o
" Proposed Legislation : - o oo S
" Future legislation will have as its objective the nationwide network _
-and will:«(1) outliné the role of the Federal Government, the national
libraries, and the states; (2) specify the functions that.should be per-
formed centrally; (3) establish the basis for nppmpri&i.g Federal-state
* and state-local matching fanding; (4) establish ‘o locus of Federal .
' ‘responsibility - for implementing the policies and programs" of the )
National Commisston; (5) provide o framework for ‘private sector
" * participation; and (6) safeguard privacy, confidentiality, and freedom
- of expression. , © A

-
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. Funding w0 - R - '
“*. Since 1956, with the passage of the Library Services Act, the Federal
.Government has provided funds for new services, library training

. and research, new. building construction, aitl to special groups, and .
interlibrary cooperation. In 1973. the Administration recommended
the substitution vf revenue sharing for eategorical Atederal grant pro-
_grams. The preponderance of testimony to the Comgnission says that
revenue sharing is not working for libraries. Recent-actions-by Con-
gress have restored appropriations for many categorical aid programs.
but, despite the proposed Library Partnership Act, the threat - of
discontinuance of those programs persists. Meanwhile, the Commis-.
sion believes that the American public has not only accepted the prin- .+ .
ciple of Federal funding for libraries, but has als¢ equated it with Fed- - <.
" eral responsibility for education. - . - -
o isﬂpgg;@tufejé stipulate criteria for tequesting financial =a§§ist; A
ance from the Federal Government under the 'ﬁﬁiﬁﬁﬁﬁhﬁﬁgmmﬁbu{%
- suggestions are herewith put forward for consideration. For exampleé, '
*  each institution or agency wishing to participate in the network might . .
" be asked to: - . " . :‘\" o
(1) Request support only for prﬁg’mmsi that are consistent with;
national program aids and objectives; C -
T (2) Be willing to subscribe to, and to utilize, national bibiiagr&phic!
V ) “technienl, and other standards; S o \ *
. (3) Provide assurance that successful programs basic to a library’s i
mission and begun with Federal funds, will be sustained by the A
* recipient for at least several years; - o
(4) Stipulate that Federal funds would not be used to offsefyor dilute TN
financial responsibility at the local, regional, or state level; Y
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Services: Goals For Action—A Summary - -

Introduction .

The National Commission on Libraries and Tnformation Scionco
proposes n National Program foy Library angl Information Services
based on five nusumptions: '

First, that the totel library and_inforbmtion resource in tho
* United State is u nntional resource which should be strengthened,
. ‘orgatized ind made availuble to the maxinum degree possible

in the publig interest, This nationul resource is the cumulated
and growing fecord of much of our nation’s and, indeed, the
world’s total cyltural experience—intellectunl, socinl, technologi-
cal, nnd spiritual. _ ’ -
Second, that all people of the United States have the right,
“accofding to their individunl needs, to realistic and convenient -
access Lo this national resource for their personal enrichinent and
achievement, and thereby {or the progress of society.” '

Third, that vith the help of new technology and with national
resolve, the disparate und discrete collections of recorded informa-.
tior in the United Stutes san become, in due course, an integrated
nationwide network. o,
Fourth, that the rights and nterests of authors, publishers,’ and
“other providers of information bé recognized in the natiorial pro-
gram in ways that maintain their economic and competitive
viability. S ' . C
Fifth, that legislation devised for the coherent development of
library and information services will not undermine constitution-
*  ally-protected rights of personal privacy and intellectunl freedom,
and will preserve locel, state, njﬁd regional autonomy: '

In consonance with these assumptions the Conimissiont has devel-
oped two major program objectives: (1) to strengthen or create,
where needed, the humen and material resources that are supportive
of high quality library and: information services; and (2) to join

“together the library and information facilities in the country, through

a common pattern of organization, uniform standards, and shared
= & 7. 5 - z s . 3. - .
communications, to form.a nationwide thetwork. . A
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, ' The Resourcea
! “Information, whether in le raw form of capirien, date or in the
highly prnt‘l‘%qu form wo eall “knowledge,” has come to be rvgnnl&L
ns o national resource s eritical to the nation’s vell-being and security
as any'nutural resource, such as water or conl. The wealth of [mpulnr,
intellectual, schalurly, and research resources in the libraries and in-
formation fnuhtu“s. of the United States is ene of the grent strengths
of the Nation. But like many resources, knewledge resources, unco-
ordinated in growth and usage, are being wasted. :
In advapced socioties, a substantial part of the culture is handed
down to successive generations in recorded forms. This resourco con-
sisty of btmkq Journn]%, nnJ other texts; of nudm mul \:,hunl nmtm‘mle.

ot a mmputer In rgcant years, thea(,: rec m‘dq haveo_ hﬂmme mcrgufsmglv
~varied through LELh!mlugn al extensions of written words, pictures and
sounds. For exumple, o significant part’of the country’s information
is now on film, on V«L\_Lu tupaq and in computer files. As the Nation’s
~ knowledge grows and the number of records increnses, our dependenco
upon the records increases, and the need to gain nccess to them becomes
more crucial, No society can advance lmy(md a tertain point without-
effective access to its collective memory of record; or, conversely, an *
advanced society thut loses control of the record will regress.

The Niéed for Acceas

Ready ﬁ.cce‘aﬂ to thﬂrmamﬂn and knﬂwledge is essentm] to mdlvxdual
advancement as well as to. national growth. Peoplo are mdlvndunls,
each with unique informational, educutmnnl, psychological, and social -
needs. The need for information s felt at all-levels of society, regard-
less of an individual’s location, soci 1l condition, or intellectual achieve-
ment. The Commission is especially aware that much more~must be
done to understand and to satisfy the needs of apgmal constituencies,
such as ethnic minorities, the ecunmnmally dlsadvnntaggd the unedu- -
-:ated the phyalcally hﬂ.ndmnppad the very young and the very old,

as well as' scientists, scholars, doctors, B!lamaasmen and other pro-
fessmnuls The right mfurmatlon provided, when it is ‘needed, where

- it is needed, and in ‘the furm in. which it'i1s needed improves the,
ability of any individual, or busmeas, or guvammgnt ggency, to’ make

' J .wise decisions, - ‘

4
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The Challenge .
ix

Amorien lia an ahandinee of recocded information. JHowever, thi-
PO resonree iSNconeetted inoa eelatively stdl nmber of
locntion-, often inmeee-Sible to miftion= of peaple and i Iving: Tirgresly
untupped, The elmtlenge is to fead the penns for nutking these pp-oneees
available to more prople thronglin setern which will provide ATeetive
identilien tiont, loention, and dietribution =ervices, Many loeal librory
fseilitie~, dosicned Tor other times and conditions, euneno Jomger cope
with the ever-inereasing volume of information produeed o thiis
conntey nnd whrond, nor ean they <ati-fy. the rapidly ehanging noeds 6f
onr ociety, The ‘deteriorating ability of =ome information fueilities
to meet exsentind needs is glnbing, The nation st tuke =leps now
to strenjethen nnd organige hese resourees into a coherent nutionwide

systenr, or itmight =oon fuee informution chnos,

o B

The Influence of Technoloy
o Libraries, are nffeftod by tour new technologios: copiters, mirro-
rraphies, }«-Ivcw;ivlrr\ﬁx\ii-zl!i(lih*..,alilll andiovisnal medin, The yse of com-
])i'nm.’;. nudiovisuad media, and, nierographies o= alrendy been pio-
neoreil, but thealiveet upplication of computers hns heen foensed mainly
on housekeeping funetions. The computer - patentinl for rocording,
wrnndyzing, and retrieving informution itsell-ho s not vet béen fufly
exploted. Community  Antenun ZTelevision tCATY) promises the.

sitbseriher, by means of many channels, two-way. compumicitions of

hoth pictures and sound, Tnesimiile sarvices; and aceess to (lnt#)rmeﬂ
¢

essing, Theafution’s future ability to handle information will
) Jon

*on how well and how rapidly we enn integrute new technologiceal

N N 3 3 g o Kl . i &
methods and deviee. withthe mainsteeam of informution aetivities.

#

A Threshold Issue- . ‘ B | .

B ) - o s .
Resolution of the compiex problem of copyright is erueinl to eoopera-
tive, programs and networks nmong likearies as wolt as to the creativity
“and oconoftfic vinbility of nuthde=tip und publishing, The judicially

. ) B A : Heoe oy
constructed doetrine of “hir vse’] ‘orovides, only [mftml answer,

and the eventuil solution must reconeile’ the rights and interests of
iders of information with those of ghe consunmers, Now under-
.

inlly in -the

the prov
gs ubout copying from network resources, espoe

stand

contevt of new technologies for Teproduction uhd. distribution, are ’

needed to enable the library community-to sitisfy its legal and moral
obligations to the author and publisher while meeting its institutional
responsibility to its patrons. ) . Coe y

- . - — ‘g
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+ The Rationale tor Federal Involvement -
¥
The nutionnl prngrum blends user needs for informmtion. with infor-

.. mation technology in order to provide equity. of uecess to what is, in
fuct, n major nutional resource. The hll])l(‘ll!(‘lﬂllll(_ll! of 0 worknble na-
Linn"'nl program will vequiry close cooperntion between the Federal

" Government and the states, between the state and loeni governments,

and between Federnl and state governments and the private setor,
Such cooporation is moast approprigtely fostered through Foderal
legislntion: -

=

w
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Current Problems of Libraries
There are almost 90,000 libraries in the United States today. They
vary in size aflad complexity fromi small village facilities with only a
: few shelves of books for reéreational reading to lurge research libraries
&\ with magnificent collections én many subjects. Collectively, they.are
‘the foundation on which a nationwide network should be built,
‘The eurrent problems of Federal, public, spegial, school, college and
, the nationnl program. The following principal concerns are general-
ized from testimony taken'at the Commission’s regional hearings, from
research studies and: IL])DFL“, nnd from conferences with professional
and lay groups. ' o :

(1) The growth of libraries in the United States has been frﬂgmgntgd
* and .uneven, lending to waste and duplication of: the l\nt.mnnl
- knowledge resotree and, for lack of common standargs, crentmg'

. -, obstacles’ to n cohesive national system.

{2) The distribution of library services is correlated. with that of
population and financial support. While,some people have eusy
access to rich resaurces, cher% s».tlll lack Lhe Most elanmntary forms

., of service. . .

! (3) The pmblems of pgaple who.lack aven the most basm mfnrmat,mn -

: ‘services or are gerved only marginally must be ldéntlﬁéd and

o addressed Y '

7 (4) There is a limit to se]f—suﬂimancy in the abﬂlt.y of any library,

" even.the largest pubhc ‘or research hbra.ry, to satlsfy its con-
*« " stifuents.

. «(5) Special libraries with workarelated goals serve at present/ only

" limited “clienteles. ’ :

' ﬁ)! Grenter cullaborﬂ.tmn sh@uld be devefnped among hbra.nES and

mfnrma-tmn services. - - .

!'.f‘i-. Jj
,“‘g; J,;
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(7) Funding at ey li)’vc_ﬂ i inmlnquuw, A major change in FFederal

policy is neadad 0 ensure mntually reinforeing funding fornu'as.
(8) New Foderal Joislation Jhould give loeal libraries the incentive
fo join lirgansystoms ongside of their immediate jurisdictions.

‘Some Co..cerns of the Private Sector

~ The phrase “private soctor” ineludes libraries and othpr organiza-

tions, for-profit and- not-for-profit, that produce, process, and distrib-
ute’finfurmabinn.‘fl‘hmugh publishing, indexing, ubstracting, and other
gervites, they perform vital functions in information transfer. The
sinformation industry’’ directly or indirectly afTects all Elem‘enkﬁbﬂ[ 50=
ciety, and the \ommission considers it essential that informatidn ae-

t{vitios in the public and private sectors work in harmony with onc an-:

other in consonancp with the national interest. . R -
A wrajor concern of the private sector is its economic viability in

view of the.possibility that the sharing: of resources through net- .

" works implies a loss of potential sales. Librarians, on the other hand,
claim that networks will lend: to greater information use and, hence,
to increased sales. The Clommission believes that the creators and

consumers of information canpof exist without gm;h other and that

- precautions should be taken to protect the ecopomic balance between .

them. Another cause of alarm in the private sector is the dominance
of thé Federal Government as the, largest single producer .and dis-
geminator of jnformation in the United Stdtes. The quéstion is whether
the Federal Government or the private sector should publish and dis-
semininate informatior produce! with public funds. The. Commission
believes that policy guidelines about the use of private agerreies for the
dissemination of public information are needed. The third major

concern of the private sector 15 the copying of copyrighted materials
from network resources, as noted above. :

‘1‘
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The Trend Toward Cooperative: Action
' ) .n‘ . S : :"1

Present Networking Activitiey -

Librarinns hpve Jongr hinred rosourecs by sueh menns a= inion e
loges anel interlibFary lonns.. Dhring recent yoars, encoutngzed by Fogl-
crnl nod Stute leadership and fundingz, they hinve hegun to evolve more

f(iﬂ‘i‘nnil‘ contractunl-"systems,"” Heonsortin, or-"networks"" w fow of
which, sueh ns MEDLA RS, alrendy henefit from computer pnd tele-

. cotmmmientions technology in the provision of pegionnl nn local
services from nationnh resonrees, Typieal of evolving networks yre the
intrnstate progeams in anhinﬁtnu, Ohio, Hlinois, New York and
Californin, and the inteistate progeams. jn Now i*lnglnml,hlw soith-
east nndd the Sodthweat, Incrensing!y, theSxenrdh for fruitful wiys L
share the piblic knowlsdge résonpe Crosscs greogreaphicnl, jurisdie-
tional nnd type-of-library. boundaries.

Althowreh none-of the esisting libeary networks has redched full
potentinl, n-few Buyve demonstratod the vinbility of resoirer sharing
through electronie networking, An example is the not-for=profit Ohio
College Library ‘Congor that new servis over 600 library termingls
from nsingle computoer ue Columbus, Ohio. This ystem allows partiei-
Pt Ao uecess - dnrge duta base contafting ovor one-nnd-n-half mil-
lion entnlog recordsT for lh(apur[}(m-inf producing enrds for loeal i
brary catnlogs, loenting books i other libraries, and, eventually, pro-
viding sieh other sérvices as senrel; by subject, control of wireuln-

tion records, and collection of management imformation, L
' g -

Barriers (o Cooperative Action ' .

(1) The information ngeneics, in” the public and pricate sectors are
growing thage diverse, und the components- -the - libraries, ‘the
. ' publishing in Tustry, thg irfdexing and abstracting serviees, the ed-
' ucntionnl institutions nnd the various governmenty frencies—have
had little experiened in wnr!-;ﬁi;i together toward a common na-
tional goal, * ' / - . -
. (2) State, local, institutionil, and.private funding is unstahle apd in-
sufficient, and ivhot designed to fﬁ.‘%tf‘*’ interjurisdictional cooper-
ution, : ) ; | :
(3) Traditional fyndig patterns will peed to be changed to mako
. them equally’suphortive of hoth local and nationwide objectives,
' because the provision of information Service in many localities is
"y still limited by, taxgs.supporting a particular jurisdiction.
(4) No nationnl guidelines exist to ensure the development of com-
© patible statewide and uhiltistate network services, :

ﬂ . i , . .
e LA ’ )

1 Medieal Litdrnpure A ccoss and Retrieval System, . .
L. R i [ -
o L
8 - Ty -
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(p) Many Federal libraries and infornmtion centers. huve neither
wdopted n fully-upen poliey toward serving the gencend public dor
forrued nmong themselves o Federnl network,
() The wttitude of librarians townrd the new teehnologies il new
isonceptions of the role of the library in society is often negat e,
(7)'Fhe libeary work foree needed to plan, deyelop andd operate
copperative networks i< not yet heing well enongh trnined to denl
with nonprint muterinls or with computer and comunimivation
teehinologies! ) .
(%) The nation does not vet huve an oflicinl conter to coordinute dhe
* rocessing and, distribution of  standard bibliographic records,
including not only the records distributed by the Library of Con-
grress, hut ilsothose proditeed by other public and privale ngzencies
\ in the enrrent complex pattern of hibliographic services.
(1) A finnl obstaclefo the shiring of resourees is the lacke of puitblie
knowledge about their existenee pnd loeation.

™

The Re}:aﬁrﬁendgd National Program

“The recommended national programeis an overall struetnre within
which curront deficieneies dan be' correeted nnd future requirements
addrossed. 1 wonld coordimite and reinforee ol Foderal wnd styte
efforts to support local nndd specinlized informdgion services,

=

Program Objécli\}_e’s

(1) Ensare that-basie library anid information serviees are adequate
to meet the needs of all loeal communities, B ' 7

(2) Provide ndequatespecial services to specinl constituendies, includ-
ing the unserved, " . .

(3) Strengthen existing statewiele resourees and sy

(4) Ensure basie and continuing education for personnel essentinl to
the implementation of the nutional program. ' _

(5) Coordinate existing Federn] programs of library and information .

LeITs,

service, . , : ,

u(6) Encourage the prix:ﬂtv sector to become an netive partner in the
development of the nitipnal program. T ‘ :

(7) Establish o locus of Federal responsibility charged with imple-

" menting the natipnal network and coordinating the national pro-
gram under the poliey guidance of the National Commission.

"This agency sliould have authority to make grants and contracts

and to promote standatds, but must be supportive and coordinative

rather than authoritarian and regulatory.: - :

ERIC
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(%) Plan, develop and dmplement o nationwide netwaork of libeary
wred informmtion serviee, : )
Maoating the above eight priovity objectives epnstitutes tll{' S
of the Comiut-Sion's praposed - progeum. o come instanees, existing
progeams would be strengthencd - or peariented, Too other ‘egues, the
Commis<sion would initinte new prograns, snel os the nntionwide

cnetworke Only by the melding of present i futiure coopierntive

sastefisinto o natic trneture can the piel resonrees ol thds nation
he Tully exploited. ‘

The Nationwide Network Concept

i

Major Federal Responsibilities

The Federal Government. would foree o library or other infurﬁm-i
tion serviee to join the network, but woulil provide technical nuhuc
monts and fanding ineentives to state governments and the private
sector tostrengthen their ability to become effective contponents of n
nmluull\ reinforeing program. .

(1) Fneournge nnd unnlulgnlu stundards, The Fedetnl Government
his o mnjor ns;mns\lnln\ to enconrnge and support efforts to
develop the standards required to p=sure interconnection between
intrastate networks, wltistate networks and specialized networks
in the publicsind private sectors, e, the standards for: (4) com-
prter software, aceess and security profocols, datn elements and
vode~: (B bibliographie formats, filins, computer tapes and sound
recordings; () literary texts in machine-readuble form; mul
)y len;:rnph\ and micrographies, v

(2) Muke unigue and major resource colleetions availuble nationwide::
Institutions with unique resources of national significance, such
ns the Harvard University Libraries, the New  York Publie
Library, Hw Newherry Libeary, the Glass lnfm‘mntum Center in
Corning, New York, and the Chemical Abstraets Service, would
be provided ineromental funding to help extend the_lr extramural
serviees to the whole country. b

(4) l)(-wlnp centralized services for networking, Wi rile many serywea

- enn be better mannged loeally, others niight be sponsored centrally
in cither the public or private sector, for example, a national

;J muhunsuul “'Im 'lm\ il nntmnnl sy -:.tvm nf mtrrhbmr‘y mmmuﬂ

[u-rimliml bank, nnd mm:hixmimuiz}bln dutn bunks of nrticles_’ﬁnd '
abstracts in the fields of langinge, literature, or musicology:.

Lo

1] L ;j‘
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(4) Exploroe computer use. Computors have b gome indispensable
tools of notwork operations, not only for r—.ginfinu elerical tusks,
auch s the dissemination of bibliogrnphit informution, the ne-
quisition of books, entnlog eard produttion, and the control of
circulation and sorinl records, but nlsd for the retrieval of knowl-
“edge vesourees in machine-rendable form. In addition to dedi-
_eated minicomputers for local-internal processing, o nationwide
network might be expected'to employ centralizod computer in-
stullutions (n) for production of bibliographic dnta for use by
local ngencies throughout the country, and (b) for searching the
knowledge resource/Atsell to learn what is available where, to re-
cord new holdings and to arrange interlibmry delivery.
(6) Apply 1 ew forms of telecommuhieations, In order to plice people
ip more immediate contuct with the total national information:
_resources, a future telecommunications systen might eventually
integrate teletype, nudio, digital and video signals into single
_systém. ‘T'he greatest boon to national access to tha public knowl-
edge resource would be free or reduced rates for educational and
cultural use of the Federal Telecommunications System and satel- .
lite communication cthunnels, at least until the traflic has reached
an economically viable level. c;, '
- (6) Support research and. development. A Federnl, program of re-
search and development, through grunts and contracts, sttbuld
, address such problems as the application of new technologios, the
relovance of services to different reader communities, the effects
of new ikformation systems on users, and the profession itself as
it struggles with the dynamics of change.
(7) Foster cooperation with similar national and international pro-
grams, In order to tap the knowledge resources.of the world, the
national program should  support: such eofforts as those of
UNESCO’s UNISIST projoct, the International Standards Of-
fico,  the International Federation of Library Aﬁsgcigbigns@? and
* the Organization for Economic Codperation and Doeveopmont.

. Organizational Relationships and Sﬁpﬁuﬂiﬁg Resp@nsibi!itieslr
In addition te the Executive Branch of the Federal Government,
"key components, of the national program are the filty states, the
Library of Congress, and the private sector. Each of the levels in the
nationwide program should bear its share of the total financial burden.-

’

» Eg

Responsibilities of State Government , . ‘
_ The Federal Government would fund those aspects of the network
which support national objectives and stimulate statewide and multi-
state library development. The state governments would accept the

*
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" major share of the cost of coordinating and supporging the intra--
state components of the network, as well as part of the_cost of parlii-
- pating in multiseate planning. The statés could participate most help- ™
T fully by enacting or updating library legislation and by establishing
or strengthening ‘state library agencies to administer state programs ,
in the context of the national program. . v : ' -t
Some of the advantages that would accrud’to a state from its par- |
ticipation in'a hationwide network are: (1) more information for-its '
residgnts than it could possibly afford to amaSs through its own eapi-
tal investment; (2) reduced interstate telecommunication costs; (3)ac- .
cess to computer software, data bases -and technical equipment; (4) .
compatibility 'with national programs; (5) matching funding for
bringing state and’ local resources up. to' acceptable standards; (6)
matching funding to initiste network operations; and (7) the ability
" to invest mainly in im’mgiiiatg state and local needs while relying upon .
_ the qaticmal-ge@wark for specialized material and services. - v
= . co
Resﬁongibﬂili'es\‘s\nf the Private Sector ‘
The private séctor, as a nmjor producer of cultural, scientific, tech-
nical, and industrial informatiop, must work closely with the public
. -sector in order to nake the national network both useful and cost-
‘effective. A new orientation to Federal funding and user ‘economics
. might be required to harmonize the traditional library information™
" * _  systems with the newer commercial and other specialized information
-+, . systems. The Commission believes that this area will require intensive . - _
« study and full collaboration among many different organizations bé-
*, fore-a meaningful legislative récomymendation can’ be develgped. - .

" " " Responsibilities of the Library of Congress' . _
Although not so designated by law, the Library of Congress is de
Jacto a-National’ Library, The Commission believés that it should
- legally be so designated. In that role it should accept the following -
responsibilities in the national program: (1) expansion of its lending
‘function to that of a National Lending Library of final resort; (2) ex-
pansion of coverage under the Nagional Program for Acquisitions and
Cataloging; (3) expansion of Machine-Readuble Cataloging (MARC);
(4) ‘the on-line distribution of the bibliographic database to ~the’
-various nodes of the national network; (6) an augmented Teference

service. to support the national system' for bibliographic service s%_,_h

(8) operation of a comprehensive National Serials Sefvice; (7) estab-
lishment of a technical sérvices center to provide training in, and
information about, Library of Congress techniques and processes, with
emphasis on automation; (8) develepment of improved access to state
andlocal government publications; and (9) further implementa_t\ion :
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of. the National Frogram to -preserve p’hysii:ally_ dgteriﬂrr;ting library ' ’
métarials‘ T : ’

- Proposed Legislation - : - o o
__Future legislation will have as its objective the nationwide network _
-and will:«(1) outliné the role of the Federal Government, the national
libraries, and the states; (2) specify the functions that.should be per-
formed centrally; (3) establish the basis for nppropriate Federal-state
. and state-local matching fanding; (4) establish o locus of Federal .
‘responsibility - for implementing the policies and programs" of the )
National Commisston; (5) provide o framework for ‘private sector
© * participation; and (6) safeguard privacy, confidentiality, and freedom
- of expression. , - ' L ! :

-

4
I

- Funding ' i .

: Since 1956, with the pal;sangé of the Library Services Act, the Federal

.Government has provided funds for new services, library training
. and research, new. building construction, aitl to special groups, and .
interlibrary cooperation. In 1973. the Administration recommended
the substitution vf revenue sharing for eategorical Atederal grant pro-
_grams. The preponderance of testimony to the Comgnission says that
revenue sharing is not working for libraries. Recent-actions-by Con-
gress have restored appropriations for many categorical aid programs.
but, despite the proposed Library Partnership Act, the threat - of
discontinuance of those programs persists. Meanwhile, the Commis-.
sion believes that the American public has not only accepted the prin- -+ .
ciple of Federal funding for libraries, but has' als¢ equated it with Fed-
eral responsibility for education. - . .-

o T ,is_.“pggg;gtggejé stipulate criteria for tequesting financial aé__;iﬁ-i .
ance from the Federal Government under the national progratmbut———
- suggestions are herewith, put forward for consideration, For .Exgmqulég

each institution or agency wishing to participate in the network might .
-~ be asked to: - . ' :‘\" o
(1) Request support only for prﬁg’mmsi that are consistent with
national program aids and objectives; C \-
(@) Be willing to subscribe to, and to utilize, national bibiiagr&phic!
_ “technieal, and other standards; T o \
. (3) Provide assurance that successful programs basic to a library’s i
mission and begun with Federal funds, will be sustained by the A
* recipierit for at least several years; : A
(4) Stipulate that Federal funds would not be used to offsefyor dilute
ﬁn&nﬂial'respéhsibility at the local, regional, or state l‘gvgl i

|

“ : Vo
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(5) Match Federal funds with local or state funds accardmg to a
fqrmu‘ln; based on factors Dther than merely populatmn or per
. capita income; * v
. (62 Deve]up 8, mutu&lly compatlble f@r.mufa fnr rﬂntchmg funda be—
- s’t&te and Federal Guvemment and
(7) Adhere to the: pmtucals and gnnventmn&; of use Estublished fnr u
natxonmde network. - L . _—

. Until a new [funding policy for tlm mttmnal prqgrum ise wnfl{e’d nut« T
; E#ld passed into- legislation, the Commission strongly - fnvgr% the
contmuatmn of cntegurlcal aid under g'nstmg titles, . ya

" Conclusion _ L
i - 3 LT ' Y

The f"mmmssmn believes that the country ’s hbrnry and mf tion
services are not yet organized to meet the needs of the Nnt{(l:l as a
whole. Thic Nation must change direition by treating recorded knowl-

e edgg as a national resource for the bemzht of all people and the national _
welfare, "The TECEssAry clmngu% in maiipower development, in the!

' apphcntmn of teclinology, in~Federal and state investment polmy,'

in cooperative, mter;urlsdmtmnnl urmngmnents and ‘in forms and

style-s. of servmea w1ll ‘come abuut gmduully, but the Gummlssmn is |

m'ed to work: tagether in creutmg the etmngeat pass;ble mfc:rm&t,mn
~<gervices for the country. It urges the American’ people, through Fed-
eral, state, and locdl governments, nnd public and private institutions, .
to support a natienwide program of library and mformatmn servme !
as a high-priority nﬂ,tmmll gonl, , ) SN




