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THE EDUCAT LUl DISADVANTAGE OF LANGUAGE-MINCRITY PERSCNS*®.' | THE URITED STATES,
SPRING 1976 Sl | ,
; A r’r’

minerity persons who uaually Hpcab 13ﬂ&uﬂ"L% other tian English have
‘grade attain-

Young 1ﬁnﬁug;.
xd to bo educationally d;sad»anLang on .{two key measures --schepl

been [o
ment for age, ‘and drop-out rate, according ro Marie D. leL,éye‘ Acuninistrétor of tna .
National Center for Education Statistics (NUES). This conclusion comes frow an analysis

of data from the nationwide Survey of Income and Education (81E) corducted in - the spring ,
of 1976, Additiconally, SIE findings for persons of Hispanic origin who usurlly speak
Spanisl: show that on these measures, -this grcup is even more disadvantaged than language-
minorily persons in the aggregate. \( ee charts on page 2.) Mrs. Eldridge ciutiobs,
however, that these flndlngq should not be interpreted to mean that predor-inant use of

a language other than English is the cause of educational disadvantage. Causes will.

need to be determined by further amalysis and research.

Further inforwation on the SIE findings follow: s

.
5

- . '/ PROGRESS ‘IN SCHOOL

o Persous with lan;uage—minorit‘ bac&grcunds EnfDllPG in grades 5-12, and who
. usually speak their native languages, were more than three times as likely
to be ‘two or more grades ‘below the grade 1Eve1f expected for their ages

as thosc with English’ languagé chhgfound k

L #

Fersons with Spanish-language backgr ‘ounds enrolled in grades 5-12 were about
twice as likely to be two oHﬁpere grades below the grade levels expected
for £heir ages as were’thﬁse*with Englishslanguage backgrounds.

The age =grade attainments of persons with language-minority backgrounds who
vsually speak English exceeded, om tHe average, those of persons who usually
speak their native languages. The pergenLS of those who were two or more gradecs
helow expected levels and were enrolled in grades 9-11 (where the dl[ferences are
greatest) are: 9 percent for persons W1Lh qullsh languaga backg rgunds,}

. j-,* . . : i~

Persons of .any age whose usual or second household language is not English,
or, if over "l4 years of age, whose mother tongue is other than Eiﬁll&h
whether or not they usually Speak English. (See Page 7 for dEflnltlDﬂS)
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EDUCATION & WELFARE - ST o 7 MATERIAL HAS BEEN GRANTED BY: { NC];S 73— »2

3 %

. Enuznmn o - . " Df‘a‘Hry L\qu':jbl‘k?ff

-THIS DELUMENT HAE EEEN REF’
.‘DUﬁEE EEQCTL?’ A5 EEEEIVED

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



.9 -

CHART 1.—Percéntages of students 2 or m
Spring 1976 - .
Grade .

' Group Percents
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CHART 2.—Percentages of 14-25 year olds who have dropped out of school, by -ethnic group and language characteristics:

Spring 1976
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. i Nan:Eﬁglish-iaﬁguag?z bacl-;grcund other th;ﬁ Hispanic, >usu!al|y
. speak English_ ) : :

s .

Hispanic origin, usually _speak English

‘NériéEngijshilanguageﬁba(:kgraﬁﬁg other than Hispanie, usually
speak language other than.English

e

45 . . " Hispanic ﬂrigi!iirusually speak Séér}ns -
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Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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ore yaars behindwexpected age-grade levels by ethnic origin and language. characteristics:

e
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15 percent for persons with language-minority backgfouﬂds who « =ually '

. speak English, and .32 percent ‘for persons with language—mlnoflty Loy i
s grounds who usually speak their native languages. L :
_Data shown in table 2 suggeststhat significant numbegg of students are
not being promoted to the next-grade autamatlcally Some 8 percent of

the total school age pDPul&Ean was two.or meE years beh1nd expected
grade level, and this measure increased from the early grades thraugh
senior high school for each of the groups studied. : a

el

St

- DRDPPiNG ouT
o While 10 percent ®f persons (age l4 to 25) with English=Iaﬁgu§ge
: backgrounds were high school dropouts, 40 percent of those in this
age group with language-minority backgrounds, and who usually speak
“their native languages, were high school dropouts.

o Hispanics who usually Epeak Spanish érﬁpped out at a higher faté
(45 percent) than persons in the aggregate of other language mLﬁGfltl?S

who USually speak thexr native ‘languages (30 pereent) L

o Compafed with that of persons w1th_Engllshélanguége~baéhgrgunds, the .~ v
. drop-out rate was 4.5 times as high for Hispanics. who usually speak &
» spanish and 3 times as high for those:of other language backgrounds:

who usually spéak their native 1anguages

o The_dfOpaut rate for persons with non-English-language backgrounds who usually

speak English (12. percent) was close to thp rate for those with English-
language backgrounds (10 percent), ‘but differed substantially from the S
rate for those who usually speak their native languages (40 percent). :

-

LIMITATION OF THE DATA _ . _ .

The user is cautioned against drawing causal 1n£erences ffom these dESCfiptLVE ;ggf
findings, 1In particular, these data are ot intended to prove in any sense that

‘the use of the non-English language is the main cause of relatively low academic s
progress’af dropping out. from school. Also, these data do not imply that the use 6f
EﬂgIJSh by languaggnmlnorlty persons '"causes' ther them to p ‘progress through schobdl af/nearly

the same ratg as’ native English speaklng Chlldrén do. ;;!
N B a@' T

NCES is lﬂvestlgatlng several different app:oaches toward further analysls of the
1nterfelatlonsh1p5 bEtWEEﬂ language background, language usage, and schoal 'ProOgress,

including? -

—e—eee -

- _Further analysls of the SIE to determine if the findings in“this Bulletin
are consistent or vary: among the ,,fferent Hispanic gfnggs e.g., Cubans,
 Puerto Ricans, etc. | 3 . f; -

- Eufther analysls of the SIE to determine the effect/c
variables; e.g., 1nc?me level :




- Longitudinal surveys that will provide data on the progress
over time of specific persons w1th dlfferant language back=
grounds and language use.

&

SDURCE OF DATA

Thé Survey of Income and Education (SIE) was conducdted by the Bureau .
of the Census in spring 1976. The SIE questions-on language background
and current usage were developed by NCES, which provided partial finan-
~iQial-supp§ftktD augment the SIE sample and to add the language questions.

The- survey sample”/consisted of 51 independent State samples that
totaled about 160,000 occupied households. Personal interviews- vere
completed in-nearly 95 percent of these households. For methodological
details about the SIE, see such reports as "Assessment of the Accuracy of .
.the Survey of Income and Education,' report to Congress as mandated by
7 thes Education Amendments of 1974, submitted by the-Secretary of Commerce
and the Secretary of Heath Education, and Welfare, dated January, 1978.

RELATED REPORTS
Aiﬁt s
The %IE providean for the first time in U.S. hlstory State estimates
of current language usage as well as language backgrounds. In part, the
SIE helps to satisfy a congressional mandate to NCES (P.L. 93-380,
-agction 105) to‘rgpalt the nunber of Szhcal—age chilﬂren aﬂd ﬂdults with

) :Twa campanlan bulletlns are cufrantly in pteparatlan ~ One will PEBVldE
State-level detail on the numbers .of persons with no- “7ri77sh-language ‘
backgrounds; the other will provide national estir..uew om =lace of birth «
and language characteristics of persons of Hlspan ¢ origiin. A future

" report to the Congress, as called for in P.L. 93-350, '#i]l provide an
estimate of the number of persons with ﬂgnsEnglishélan;"“z backgrounds
who have limited English-speaking .ability. Other futuve vwports based on
SIE data will focus on blacks, the disadvantaged, aaa Cttiar groups of .
special concern. -

Infcrmatlan about NCES work in the subgect of this kul
be obtained from Mr. Leslie J. Silverman at (202) 245- 3397,

&

letin ‘may




TABLE 1,==Numbers and:percentages of persons 14 to 25 years old who had not completed 4 years cof high school and .
were not' currently Enrollei_/ by total, ethpic origin, and language chatacteristics: Spring 1976 '
! ’\Iumbers in thausands)

e ’ ] - T NoneEnglish-anguage
o | _backgromd ' _
: o | English- ; | |
Ethnic origin of population, Total  [language |Total - Usual individual language
14 to 25 years old - hackgrowd | R .
" : ' ‘ ¥ Not ]
- gt Non=English | reported . _
Total é7i311£/ 42,541 | 4,618 - 2,868 , 1,049 0
Diopouts S3 LS W W B
Peréentage 1Y (10) (18) . (12) (40) 1)
Persons of other rhen Rispanic origin 46,700 4,140 2,41 - 1,507 - 330 366 -
Dropouts 4,394 4,082 .240 U 9B R :
Percentage (10) (10) w00 (8
| o . g | | | ; |
Persons of Hispanic origin 1,611 000 208 13 T 143
Dropouts | 618 62 5. 200 3 0
Percentage * R /) B0 () 1) (45) (20)
= == = * | ) —

1/ Mot enrolled at any time fron February-Xay 1976

© 3/ Includes an estlmated 151, 900 persuns whuse language background is unknown. An astlmated 3,000 anong the

151 000 pe:sons are of Hispanic csrlgm 23 000 are dropouts. ¢ ‘ \

£ [ . - A )

NOTE, --Deta;ls may not add to total shwn because of rDundlng,

SOURCE, a-burvay of Tncamé and Educé%ian, cﬂnducted by the U, S Bureau of the Census, spring 1976 preIimina:y
data, The questions’ on language vere developed by the National Centef for Bducation Statistics;

: whiu:h prmded partial suppﬁrt for the SIE

g




1{ by totials, \.lelL

_1prl‘|b 1975
(Humbers {n thausan. ) .

i, 8 : L ]
— " T T T " "] TNon-Epglish language bachground
. R Usual individual language
: " Toeal English C P % I N
Ethnie uthlll and grade level of students lianguage Tatal Non= Hot
aped 6=20 enrolled in grades 1-12 . buckground . ¢ English - English % reporead
ALl Grodps : _ = 1
. TOTAL 45,2162/ 40,61 4,469 3,073 799 597
Below expected grade 3/ 5,146 555 M7 192 46
Percent 8y : (8) (12) (10) u - (24) (3)
SR - B S -
In Gradus-1-4 . 13,978 12,431 1,516 T 1.022 330 = 164 .
Below vxpucted grade 809 8 689 117 58 ’ 50 2 9
— Percent . ()] ey " (& < (8) {15) {6
n trades 5=8 . R < . '16 028 14,363 d 1,614 L3 286, 215 7
Below expected grade 1,417 ¢ 1,193 ' 220 121 a4 15
_ Percent - k}‘:' {9 (B3 (14) (1)) . (30) (7)
/1},\ Grades 9-12 s < 15,210 *° 13,823 1,340 939, - 183, o2
e s - - ] - N
. . . i B . . i B £
N Below expected grade 1,487 1,263 . 17 139 5B 21 .~
Pireent Y — - (o) . @, (16) as . - (32) Cogod
. Etudk‘ﬁﬁﬂ _of Nispanie aripih i ) ’ .
- e = i . . B
2 . - - ¥ et . N
TOTAL  ° . *3,050 C BB 2,493 - 1,748 ° 182
. m oW ux ]n_'a_tpd gFade . 194 o T 35? ; 199 138 72(7):
s 4 Pureemt L (13) 73 : (i4) D . (25) A1) e
s L i T i e ey e {
“In Cradues -4 ' 1,100, 225 876 . 568 LI 7Y S63.
K S ' ' :
Bolow oxpocted }'l'ahh' . # g8 13 . 5, 34 ) 3? 4’
Perrent [4:))] (6) (9) {6} (15) - . (7) 4
: LT 1 ‘—' . ’ P T _ . ,
In Grades 5-8 : . / 1,171 . 202 965 700, 9 74
i Below cipected grade i/f 158 B { ' 151 : ' 73; E'\ ©oel- -4 . 10
R ——— : . S0 aw (%) , 16 Coamy . = (2) wy
In Cradeg 912 S 176 S o122, 652 - . 480 \\ et 45
/ \ e S .
Hilow vxpoeeted gy off ; - 148 16 ) L1z B4 4l 6 -
Pereent (19) (13) (0 - as (13) (14)
i ¥
T T T T - P
o _ L. 42,167 40,089 . 1,976 1,326 236 415
lielow expeeted graa}g - ! L5 03,3197 3,110 197 118 54 -
Pereent / ) : (8) . (® .am 9 e B O
1o s 1=4 . 12,874 12,206 - 639 ! 454 - 84 10l g
Below - * 721 676 42 ~ 23 | 14 5
Percen : A (6) o “(6) - n - (5) i (17) (5)
I Grades 58 , 14,856 . 161 549 413 v \ 95 M () S
Bilow expucted prade * 1,259 40 24 [}
Pepeent R . . . = (8), €10) o " !
Tt o B : . S A : .. B (\25) (flj
In Grades 9=12 V4 CETE T - : A
. v N . 14,436 459 57 - 173
L] . . ¥ [ . 2 -
low expeeted grade : 9 = s Y T
£t Purcent ) oo 1,339 34 16 15-
: creent . ) . - 1
. ' a2 vtaen
r8 old or older in the firat grade, 9 yu.i;u uld or ﬂldi:r “Tm the ﬂ;-._ﬁnd prndu Ltu T — e

#
. "*‘"2! hjrludg.q an extimated 130,000 students whose lan
llil.‘illiiﬁlg nripm and 12, ﬁﬂf) ATE pve

e l'-!Ekkr!llllld in unknuﬂﬂ! A;l l.'HL(Iﬂ"ItL‘d 8,000 v
e for thelr gr Je fevels, . . Hm“g tlg ljﬂ 00 ﬁl:mluim fre uf

]

NOTE: e ml] may ‘sot add to total ahuun hecause of rmmdlng. ) S S ioE e AR

- BOURGE: ‘,' ‘mﬂu-y ol Inﬁ.mmr

and hu,!ximl:lnn i'imdm;*:ml- by the 1f
slopiad by the Nat fonal Center for F

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:
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_ TERMS USED IN THIS REPORT - c
NgnﬁEﬁglish%igégpgge bazkggpuﬁdé: N L

" 7 Persons 14 years and over yho have:

A nan=Eﬁglish mother tongue or a non-English language as’
their usual or second current household Tanguage;

Childfén below 14 years of age who have: S,

L]

A ncn—English lanpudge as Sh?lf u5ual or secand hau%ehaid

Persons 14 to 25 years of age, né% Tigh school graduate, .
and not enrolled in any sghgal from F bruary to May-1976.

a8

age for grade level: Seven years old or younger and in

first'grade, eight years old or younger and in second

=

1anguage
Dropout:
Exggctéd
grade, etc.
Hispanic

or Hlspanlc Origin: Persons of Hispanic origin in thls report

"

vere determined on the- baSis of a questlan that asked for

;Self=1d§?tiflcatlnn of the person's origin oY descent.

‘\ Respondents were asked to select their origin (or the
origin of some other household member) from a ''flash card":
listing ethnic origins. Persons of Hispanic-origin, in
particular; were those who ‘indicated that their origin

. was Mexican Pmertngican, ‘Cuban, Central or Sauth Amerlcaﬂ,
or some ather Hispanie nrlgln _ o

~

()
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SURVEY OF .INCOME .AND EDUCATION ;
APPRDXIMATE&/ STANDARD ERRORS QFiESTTHATEDVPERCENTAEES.J

%

P

% Estimated percentage

Base of
percentage

| 100r'90 |" 150r 85 | 25 or

ol
i

_50

15,000 12.9 17.7 21.0 25.5 29.4

25,000 9.9 13.7 16.1 ~19.8 22.8

50,000 7.1 9.8 11.6 14.0 16.2

75,000 5.7 8.0 9.5 11.4 13.2

. 100,000 5.Q 6.9 . 8.1 9.9 11.4

150,000 4.1 5.6 6.6 8.1 9.3

250,000 3.2 4.4, 5.1 6.3 7.2

500,000 2.3 .- 3.0 . 3.6, A $5.1

750,000 1.8 2.6 3.0 3.6 4.2

1,000,000 1.5 2.1 2.6 3.2 3.6
~ 1,500,000 1.4 1.8 -0 2.1 2.6 - 3.0 ¢

2,500,000 '1,1 1.4 1.7 2.0 2.3

5,000,000 - .8 .9 1.2 1.4 T 1.7
7,500,0 .6 8 9 - 1.2 1.4 .
1,000,000 .5 .8 .8 1.1+ 1.2¢

15,000,000 - 3 6 .6 .8 .9

"25,000,000 , .30 .5 .5 ‘.6 .8

50,000,000 2 .3 .3 57 .5

g N _ - i _ _ _ _

1/ %Qs standard errors given abnve, provided by the Census Bureau, are based ‘
" on some distributions from the 1970 Census and on some factors derived ’
from other soui:es, not on direct calculations from thglsamplé data. When
direct calculations are made; it is’likely that most of ‘the standard error
"estimates will be somewhat lower., ‘
, ~ ¢
i
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