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ABSTRACT

. : The reduction of existzng lexical items tc¢ =horter
forms has generally teen discussed under the headings of “acronyams,™ -
"hack-formations," and “clippings.™ Two kinds of acrcnys are £fcund,
the letter~naming type {e.q. FBI, YMCA) and the letter-socnding ty.pe
(e.g. UNBSQ), CARB),. The latter type°must be pronounceable within the
phonotactic norms of the language; thus it may ccincide with an
existing word, and sometimes the cc¢incidence is favored for' the
semantic association. The term "hack - -formation™ has Lkeen apglied to
ifstances in which an apparent suffix-has been Iemoved (e.g. edit
from editor} and "clipping™ <o instances in which the matter removed
is not a2 morpheme (e.q. gyn from gymnasiumj. This pager suggests that
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both. Clipping occurs mainly because people like to rlay with
lanquage anq because language has. redurdant ra tter which can be
deleted. On the phonoloqual side, certain treferences are seen: (1)
the clipped form is more likely to be frcnm the beginning of the
sourcle form than from the end or middle; (2) it falls intc cne of' a
small number of patterns; and«(3) it =hcwe all the phonological
condtraints which exist for longer words.' Grammatically and
semantically, variods innovations are possitle: the cligred form may
be identical in meaning and function with the ecurce form, it may be
more ' restricted, or it may have a broader meaning and/or a2 wider
gramaatical function. (Author/ANMH)
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Sct.alars vho have dea;#'wi%h Engliéh word-formation, historically or

L

synchronically {e.g. Jespersen 1909-49, Koziol 1937, fFrancis 1963, Marchand .
' 1969, Quirk at al. 1972, Adams 1973, Willisms 1975), have all included some-
discussion of coining words by abbreviation, generally under the headings

i ) . ) @

of acronyms, back-formations, end clioginns (Jespersen's "stump woids®).

These topics, however, get comparatively brief trestment in the total

account of morphology--Marchand, for example, devotes some 18 pages to them

"in 2 book of 370 pages, Adsws 13 out of 218 pages-?éhd the authors seem to

be more ctoncerned with civing ﬁxamples of the products than with éxamihing

~the processes. In this article I want io explore the ways in whxch blgger

B T

words become shortened and how the results resemble Llhe 50urce words--‘
- X : _\\

.phonologically, grammatically, and sempnticallé. The discussion is limited
to English, but the processes discussad are by no meéns so limited.
<II'H

In our doaily use of language we produce andfwé procass numerous utteranccs,
many of them trite end gackneyed, no doubt, but many others are novel ar';d |
fresh. Sentence productlon ds, dn gengral, a constant creat;on. New words "
come into existence nuch more rarely, and they come in a llmlt?d number of

ways. fhey may come into existence by pure inveption, but this is rare;

kndak and N _x;gﬂ are the standard pxarples of words which seem "to ﬁave sprung .
full-blown from the minds ng their orlglnators. More typically, new words-

are borrowed from snother language or they are faah;oned from elements

already present in the langueqge. 'Decoupage and macrame ‘will do ‘as recent - .
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£

examples of words which have been adopted from one language, French, and

adapted to another language, English. Tattletspe and whirlybird are fairly

Ty

recept examples of words which represent new arrangements of existing

morphemes, In between the pure borrowing and the new composition of =~ .

: | .
~ ) existing material pne may recognize another kind of neologism, words-

b . .. . .
concocted from Latin and Greek elemenis, such’as defenesiration, vasoactive,

*helicopter, and psychedelic. But no strict. separation of classical |

T combinations and native combinations is poésible, for Latin, Greek, 0Old

French and native English often méx freely: aorobusiéess. biodearadable,
| .

-

hyperactive, television, etc.

¥ o

w

r

When'words are‘created by composition, jt’seems generally to be for

the purpoée of naming new phenomena, as in the case of Hél;cogﬁer, e_nlias.t ’

whirlybird, or aorobusiness. When words are created-by decumpositi?n, by

¥

shortening, it is often & matter of finding a new designation for some
/ ‘ ‘ ‘

phenomena or concept which already has a name (for example, copter from

" helicopter, agrobiz frem agrohusiness), but many times the new name comes

-

. to have 2 meaning of, its own. .
. Words may be made by decomposition and compqgitioné-the so-called

blends, of which motel (motor + hotel), brumch (breskfast + lunch), and

smog (sroke + fog) are well-known examples.- 1 consider blends to be. -
, ; : 7 .
¢ multiple clippings and will not discuss Lhem ;eparafely here.r The various

- . . . s
kinds of word-shortening are intermixed in actual usage; radar is an .

acronym (radio detection and rongingl); lidar is a blend of light and ~
A : \ . . -
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r-dac
\TAGET w3 blend of a word and an scronym; quasar {guesi-stollzx) is a blend

of two CJippings; pulsar {pulse + quagg;) blends.a word with a clipping.
But, are these classificetions really important? One suspects that any
lexical novelty is likely to influence the formation of others, but in

various ways. In the naragraphs that follow'l discuss acronyms, hack-formations,
??d tlippings, especially the last, and 1 suggest that. the distigction
: cnd @z‘-tpﬂt ey

between back-fprmatlonﬂls nadt a2n essential one.

T

-

o
An acronym is 8 word which is devised froh the written form of a

+

* lexical construction, A construction, by definifion, cbnsists of more than

. X ) N . ..
one morpheme; a written.construction consists,” usually, of more than cne .
. . . [ ‘. v

-

L]

hd . . i - y
written word; aso acronym is formed:from the first lgtter or letters of each
major word--but see helow. There are twe types of acronyms, the kind }ike

- USA, FBI, ICBt, in which one recites the first letter of af each major word
- in the tbnstrubtion or major morpheme, as in the case of Intgr-tontinental
o S

Balllstlc MlSSlle, and the type like UNESEﬂ, HNATO, HUD, in whzch one “sounds

., out" the initial letters or a little bit moTe. Both kinds are based on
- L] -J - . y " a
writing but ihfluenced by speech; they do not make Eﬁ%trastlve,use‘of
capital snd small letkers {e.qg..FBI vs, fbi) nop of punctuation marks (FBI
vs. FuB.1., for instance}l'much less differeni kinds of type, since such ‘

visual cqntrasts-do Bnt trans¥até intc speech diffdrences.
-*Thg'le%térnrccitn{ion fjpe‘o% acronym; as hag been'said,‘tnqjains one
Jletter }or éaéh'majqr word "in the eonstguétion, but there:i; no absolute
. -, . ) ,
_.detcrmination”of what a major word-§s, and thire are a few instances\of

.1’r
» B s
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* or T.B.) for tuberculosis, ID for identificatiion, and TV {for television.
Such acronyms arge pronounced with meximum strdss on the last letter-name ) .
1 " T
. . L

- a )
(vB, ROTE, YMCA): There are no constraints on khat letters may co-occur,

¥ ’

. ! ‘ !
even repetitions of ths same letter being permitted: AAUP, IWM, etc. The

*
[} * -
such acronyms containing ! '

s like SPBQSA, the

only constraint would seem to be in length, mos
between two and five letters. {Sixiletter acro

Society for the Preservationof Bariershop Quartét Singing in America, ore

"

facetious.) Repeated letters may be vocalized wilth. the words double or
M . b "y

triple: Triple-A for the American Automobile Assod¢iation and other organizastions,

— — . —

+ People, l-double-O~f for the International Organizqtion of Odd Fellows. -

—

' hased on Latin (3.m., P.m., M:D., Ph.D.) contributes\to the phormological i

distance between acronym and usual efuivalent, as do ithe vagaries.of Fnglish i
. ~ ' !

% N |

. spelling (compare a,k.a for plso knounlas),
)

" The letter-sounding tyﬁe of acron

|
to the phénotacti4"
. i

nviolent Coordinating .

has to confo

.norms of the langusge. 5o, for Exnmple the Student !

/ Committee, which ecould be ‘JUS’t ‘5-.-N-C¢ n one type of agronym, becomes, in

the other type of acronym, [snIk] with the two C's reduded to one value, [k], |
' ‘ 1 1

>
. i i .ot !
and 3 vowel imported. One may ask why tHis particuler vomel, and where did =~ *
it come from? When R&D—T-C, for the ‘Reserve Officers Training Comps, is
. s —e I
' ]
* 4
F oy
kY --‘——-_J'F

N




3 * F ) . i
'[1§{aﬂ] '( ,btcause TEFL [tgfal] already’ﬁeans Teachina Enalish

.\ VWomen-Appointed for Volunteer Emcroency Service, originating“in World War )

-
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L

translated into the letter-Sounding type of ascroaym, it may bé realized as

‘-[rﬁtasi] or [rétsi], which suggests that there is considerable freedom as

- L
bl

to whgt vovel sound is added and whether or not a vowel sound is added.

. Little words }iké of and in, espgcially the former, may be used to feed -

in vowels when these &re.needed, or they may be ignnfed when no such need

" o~ . . .
exists; the Longress of faciad Eouality becomes not CRE but CORE, which

» .

- ) _— . . ,
, 1is not only pronounceable but an existing word; The Department of Transpbrtation

. . ’ . - 4
' is DOT; the JTgst of Enalish as a Foreign Lanouace becomes TOEFL [tnfal] } [TC{al]

a—

s 2 Foreian Lanouace, .
1 - 1Y B -
@ contrasting but dbviously related designation. Various portions of the .

. *

source term ﬁay‘be included in the acronym; witness AMESLAN [3£m3slibn] ( {;ﬁ%"? jli'{]

for American Sign Lanaousoe; CREEP for the- igfamous Committee t_oﬂg-eleé:'b
o < . , -

) ; . ; . <
+ the P'resident; su¢h burcaucratic designations as the Navy's AdComSublant .

' for Administrative Eemmand, Submering Forces, Atlantic Fleet; such trade

nam@s as Panagra, Sotony, and Texato; and such geographicel names as

Delmarva and Texarksna. . In many cbvigus cases the scronym does not just )

" . - - L l
“vresult’ from an'e‘stablished vame; rather, the source term is chosem in

order to lead to'a particular atronym, not merely pronmounceable but in o

-
[

. Some way significai‘t‘t. Jt is hard to im?gine, for example, that the name

- T, was chosen for anz purpose other than to yield WAVES, or that the term

_ﬁgofaerativa for Am an Remittances to Europe could have been selected

-“ éx_cept\ to lead to a more frequent appelation, CARE. In sumhary, ac.ronyrns . ‘_~ .
[ . ' - " ' ' ] ) -
s .
2 Wy d <
® .0 . N b
’ I‘.. - ’ - ) ) v i 1
» ) i L.
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: of the type we have called letter-sounding must be ‘pronouncesble within
4 ) : ' ) e

the existing cenons of pronounceability; being pronounceable they may
o .
coincide with existing words, and sometimes such a coincidence is favored

for the semantic association, Acronyms are sedondary designations, .

bl - . \
e inasmuch as an acronym must be derived from a more.primitive name or ternm, .

+ - - . -
bquthe,acronym may well out-perform und out-last its source.

The term back formation Has been devised to refer to obvious historical Y.
. - i
instances of one kind of shortemings The nouns editor, scevenodr, sculptor ) -~

existed first; the verbs edit, scavenaoe, sculbt.wers created by cutting

. ‘ . . .
away an,apparent suffix. In our own times we have seen the Same process N
' . . - 5
applied to give us babysit from bzbysitter §nd buttle ¥rom butlér,

Similarly, in‘Fiddle English\the mass ‘nouns pease and cherise weére interpreted‘1

as pldral farms and new singular fo;mé, pea and cherry, came inte existence.

Back formation is, then, the opposite of composition in a way,but it is ’

- like camposition as 5 frocess whith canfirms the exigdtence of a paradigm; Ut .
’ inflectiohal or derivational, and adds 2 new iiem to thot paradigm. :it

- - . ) .
should be noted, howevar, that new comstructions come into existence without
. . . .

L]

anything ever being cut away; on the model of.marathdh, presUmébly,.we-haver ’

3 \ . oo N
‘ phon-athon, seil-athqn, yalkoathon; cavalcade leads to motorcr-de; Watermate
X " o ; [

is responsible, lexically, for Korcagate. Elemeﬁ%ﬁ 1ikk -athofi, =code,
" » '\ n s

*

rl . 3 . . . .~ L. .
!,—«and -gate {wiih the\meaning "political scandal") aré what Wheeler (1978)
N "o N .'\. T e R . . b
has aptly termed "as if" morphemes. . I P w \_‘ 2\;-33;

*

In the usual treatments of word-formation the_fgfﬂ\bhgﬁ Yormation is

» |. . ERT - s ‘:

. S —
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" of functional change, grammstical and semantic, which accompany the removal

. ~N
¢ _ , S

. . ’ . -
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uséd for instances, like those just cited, in which the materisl removed

has obvious status pe o morpheme, and the term clipping refers to subtraction

it
' . . . . . . . .
of material whigh iz not obviously morphemic, as when aymnasium is reduced

- L) .. ’
. to gym or telephone tb phone. .This distinction is not always so evident,

however; does the verb enthuse come from snthusiasm or enthusiast, =nd in ’
enthuse enthysiasm or gnthusiast

.either case is the part removed a 6orpheme? There f§ a verb liaise form&d
from liaison; what is the status of the portion cut off? Adams {1973+ 135)
S e— i L . .

restricts the term clipping to "the process by which z word of‘two or more

A
syllables (usually\a_noun} is_;hortened without @ shange in its function,

taking place," but, a5 will be,;hown below, there are numerocus instances

v

of phonic {and graphic) matter that has no‘morphgmic status,
Marchand (196%: 364-5) points out that, though examples of clipping
. * R

can be found from Shakespeare's time on, the phenomenon is 2 modern'one,
_ -

favored by the "headline stylé of newspapers with its craving for short

*

*

~words,"” Whatever the favoring factor{s)} may be, no onc can belp ‘noticing

the frequency of tlipped forms today. Ve hear about = discQ, 8 pop concert,
' ¢
a lubc job; we hear semcthing.described ag delish or fap eor mervy. You

may recall the first time’you enqountered oné or more such abbreviatcd

form, Perhops you heard a weather report on thﬁ radio which included the

* B

news that the chante of precip [prisﬁ:p] was near zero for that aay, and
you'understood immediately. Vlc can recognize three factors invelved

swhen a new clipped form is launched and is accepted as the etjuivalent

L

f‘.,
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b ‘

' ’ ‘of its sour¢e word, First,.the short form has to recemble its source in some

. i ' .
, feirly unambiguous way. Second, th® abbreviated form appears in & context,
, . : ?

linguistic and/or pragmatic, in which the source word is customary and

therefore in some sense anticipated. finally, there is the fact that we are

used to this phenomenon in our bse of language. The prqcess'of clipping is
¢

not a Ene-time event, notf is it haphazard. i is accomplished by tertain

processes which ate familiar to speesker and hearer {or wAiter and reader).
3 ‘ . ]

The fact that there are. processes is important, for many'clippea forms
- * Fa .

must be ephemeral or local {Irib for a particular newspaper, k%% for.a certain

4

.

theater, Caps for a hogkey team) or otherwise specialized (Generally only

garage m;an refer to shgck 'absc;rbers as §h0cl<s);' The products bf the processes

do not have lesrned one by one, The:.process of clipping is applied,

obviously, to specific’ leéxical items but.it mist be related to more general

processes in the language which also yield shortenmed utterances. There are,

Z

for instance, phonological processes which result in the "slurred" proﬁuncigtion

+

of sentences and %brrnulas in frequent ufe: [gm{rn?l as a rendition of Good
. . v —_—

mOInin ' [weminl for Wait a minute, J‘;r thz store clerk’s [rge ] ?_{}pyu] for

May I help ydu?. Tpis kind of shortening is uttersmce~snecific. There is

-

, another kind of phonic abbreviation _which'may be called c'cntext-spnc.ific.-.

rl

- the delétion. of one or more seg¥ents in a particular kind of environment.
L g / :

For'example, a thrve—syllabl?"pronuncia{inn of farily, bhistory, memorv, salary,

¢

“y * [ ‘l K - .
aliecnates, with many of us, with 2 two-syllable pronunciation of the same

-words. The shorter forms are derived from the longer by a single rule——

-
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Toughly, deéﬁte an unstressed vowel in a poéttoniclsyllablé which is itself,
followed by an unstressed syllable (see. Zwicky 1972 fdr a more precise
description of this rule, Kypriotaki 1970 for descriptibn\oﬁ another

context-specific process, luss of initial unstressed syllables)., Some

historical clippings (e.g. bet, cute, fend, still from 2bet, acute, defend,

‘ distill, respectively) mey well have Lome about from such @ phonologicel ©

process, but to understand the phenomenon of clipping we need to ldok
. 1] - -
farther,
) - [ - .
Angther kind of shoriening process, syntactic in nature, called gliipsis,

L4

’ apBlies to specific construction types. This apbears to be more relevent

L N , v

for our infvestigstion. *One, such instance of ellipsis deletes s ndbn.after a

modifying adjective or noun, mostly when the head noun is’ a generic term and

the modifier is specific. . -Thus, in 1'd like some of the Snaniéb,, the
“reference mey be to Spanish dﬂions, gbanish peanuts, Spanish wine, or whatever.
When the ellipted noun is plﬁral dnd the modifier does nat end in & $ibilant

L

consonant, the sign of plurality maoy move fo}ward; so Bermudas equalg
- -

Bermuda onions or Bermura shorts, finals may mean final examinatieons, primeries

can refer to primary elections, and so on,.

¥

All these elliptic forms contain more informotibn than they display.
T%e gull meanings aré in the underlying sourée forms, the deep'struéturés,
which are recovcrable from context. 'It sometimes happens, howeve;,'that the
head noun becomes lost-entirely and the prigiﬁal modifier fakgs on the meaning

of the whole phrase. vho remembers now that a corsage was originally a .

F

. M * +
corsage {ice., body) flower, or that. o brownstonc was once a brownstonc front

" 4

I
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house? . In(similar fashion adjectives like capitdl, periodical, priuate;

rincipal, and varieble have been promoted to the status of nouns by
» L .

deletion of something following. _ " oo
. v ] .
After a phrpse or compound auingergoes ellipsis, the result may in furn

4

undgrgO‘clipping. Sometimes the path seems obviedgz a pernangnt wave becomes,

in some people's English, a permanent, which becomes, in other people's

E English, a perm, In other instances the derivatioQ is not so clear:.pub
- - o

i - .
- comes from public houce, but was there an intermediate stage? .And if sB,

what was it? -0r does it mattgr? One thing is certain: the g}eater the .

) amount of phonic deletion, the greater the semantic load which is borne by
" what Temains, We return to this theme below. < -

. .

- Why does c%ipping occur? Because people likq_to play with language,

and clipping is apparently as.pleasurable as puhning, rhy&ing, alliter~tion, -
. r . .
and the like. Perhsps alst becausc there is pleasure in fashion, prestige’

in being able to recognize and use linguistic novelties. First of all, though,
bécause it is poss<tle; language has fedhhdancyh and some redundant maierial

1 . - 1;3,. ) P
can be removed without impeding communication.

-Loss of_raduﬁﬂancy leads to loss of contrastiveness. The words labofatorﬁ

and liber:tion ara quite diffe;ent;,lab and lib are quite simiiér: Homophony;

complete loss of contrast, is common in clipped forms: ad, depending on context,

can stand for cdministration or advcritisement; sub does duty ;or subnarine or

* . ’ ] .
substituta; vet means véteron or veterinarian. So, too, & clipped form may,.

coincide with on existing word: bells now means bpllbbtlom trousers in addition

e L4
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to things that ringy ceke’ can mean cocaine, and a tempo may be a temporary ‘
building; and nark, .the clipped form of narcotics &ggent is identical with
- o * .
* . s .. . s [
an earlier word, of Australian origin, mganing ‘an annoying person' and
.. . - ) +
. with'a British slang term, .of Romany origin, for 'a police informer' ,
“». ('.4 * . -
(Randont House Upsbridged Dictionary, s.v.). . )
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“~ . .
Though I have called clipping a process, it would be' audacious to

* - T b

suggest that the process is s:i:mple and‘straightfor@ard, Isoma_thing_whg.ch can

be stated in an uncumblicatéd rule. -Nobody can qared.;ict what terms are likaly

to be sb shortened nor how the shortened 'Formys: will "catch on" amd spread.‘
T hov

F

Nor can the Iprecise shape of the shofteni‘ng be predicted,.where the' cut

-

- will be made, how much retain:ed, how much discarded. However, in \cstigation -

=

showg that some possibilities are greater than others. Thera are.Yyarious

h ’ N . " .

. probabilities when big words are creatively shortened,

¥

Al '

Previous treatments\ef the topic have noted that most clipped forms

came from the initial part of their source words, some from the final

porti::m, and ~a‘l.fe‘-f.r from the middle.’ Actualiy, 1 know of only tho examples

. .
in which the clipping derives from the middle: flu from influenza and fridoe
" . 1 . . —_— s

from refriosrator. Adams (1973, p. 136) also cites script forgprescription;
=S :

[}

1 s_uspeét thiL is-as unfamiliar to most-Ameriﬁans as it is to me, As for,
Y bt -

3
.

those which coMe from the erd of “their. respective source words, there is a
\ . f .

goodly number’ df historical clippings to record: (albet, (violinlcelle,

{zac)coon, (algute, (delfence, {delfend, {enlginfe), (a)mend, {_qg)g_]_:y.,,

o .
(o)possum, (dglspite, (dilsport, (e)spy, (di)still,-(hi)story,,.(e)strance,

(at)tend, {caralvan, (ad)venture, (Qeri\)wig. The only recent #xamples I

- EYS
have come across aret (hc‘\m]}-urqcr. (artilchoke, (helilcopter, (anldroid,

4 ] - . .
{canta}lope, (chrysanthe)mum, (telelphone, and {airlplana., All others 6\'

-

that can be dealt with here come from tha nitial part of the ceutce word,
. P

3
- ' N ¢I*’ . 1
- v

4

A - '

- -
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. Generally the clipped” form is, as one wauld gxﬁect;}@ prominent part

. of the source word, but’ it is not necessarily from the portion which has
K R g .
. max#mum stress in the-«source word.’ It may come from a part of the word
L] , ’ .
which has middle stress {Trager and Smith's tertiary stress, here indicated

by the grave accent mark), as in lib{erdtion), méth(emétics), (héli)copter,
. . 7 I ‘.

¥

(téle)phdng. - ‘ L
. Most clipped forms are one syllable long: bach, lsb, lib, prog, ump,
ggi; and pang more that have been mentioned or will be mentioned below.
Clipped forms of two or three syllables/fali.into'Four.typés. {There are.

) none that I know of which have more than three syllables, and even the
.threefsyllable ones are not comm@n.s. First, there is the type whiFh has

’ a final vowel [i], orthograph.cally -y, =i, or -ie. This final vowel may

g 4 1 A .
be part of the source word or an adrition to it; no distinction is made

. here, Examples: . , " Y l .
alky " (aledholic addigt) - .
- Aussie . {Australian)
LI :
‘ benny N {benzedrine tzblet) '
| Caddy/ -ie {Cadillac) )

carny - (carnival worker) ' .
Chevy ° {Chevrolet)

YU, . Cincy - {Cincinnati) '.\
civvies {civilian clothes} ¢
comf'y " {comfortable) .
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¥ commie/ C- "{copmunist) T
1 - »
deli ¢ (delicatessen) : .. '
s . L
divvy | {dlva.dzl?d). ‘ / A #
" hanky {handkexrchief) . S
Indy (the Indianapolis Speedwey) o L

juvie,.juvey
’ mar;y

middy

movie

hightie

T Dkie

. Philly
preemie
» telly [Br.)

undies

(jdvenile delinguent) R

' 1 : -
{morvelous) C . . 6*43
a‘.? - . _ )_.\:2“/’/7:" N ! T\
{midshipman) :
(moving picture) . I 3
(nightgown) L vE,

(Dklahoman, eSpecially a migfant é;dgﬁﬂif,v

that state in the 19%0 s} g

{(Philadelphia)

(premature baby) -

&%
. (television)

-

{underclothes).

'A'bit less common is the type which ends with a vowel [o], either_as’

a portion of the original ferw or as an addition:

aggro [Br.]
ammo
anthro
combo

demo

PR
(aggréggégﬁhess)
(smmunition) .
(anthrépolbgy)
(combinatioq)

(demonstration [model], Epolitical}.

demonstration)

.
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. . ) - {
f . disco ) ‘(déscotheque]
) : - hippo - (hippopotamus) .
$ ) 9' _%p . intro , . (introduction)
. v limo {1imousine)}
@ . .
:Q . mayo . . {mayonnaise) ‘
. " . metne ‘ {memorandum) )
L . . -
mimeo (m%meograph) \
. . :joc;o : {mononucleosis)
;« photo (psotﬁgraph}
‘ .; polio‘ {poliomyelitis)
: ; prdholg (promotion5
- rhino' {rhinoceros)
) éégmu (sJ:ow-rnotion replay) ﬂ
ull . ) stereo '(stereopho;insystem)\
. ( - ;‘ ‘tempo (temporary buildﬁqg).

Then *there is a type of clipped form with stress on the second syilaﬁle

(of tws) or thigd (of three):

-

binocs (= bimoculars), delish (= delicious),

-

exam (= e‘x'a:j(ati_on),’ exec (= executive officer), lenit (= legitimete),

the British matric (= matriculafion}, and the
L]

.{v .
photoa { tographer},
L]

military teTm atirit, which is defined this way in The Barnhart Dictionary

of New English since 1963: "to wear down by stirition; weaken by harrassment

(

or abuse. The. fourth type of polysyllabic 'clipping has primery stress
. L . . ¢
. tF
. v o.
- G \
N yos

. *

* Ty
P
-
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Py - on tﬁe first syllable and middle stress on the second syllable. {of two) or
N A PR 8" . "
s o third (of three): ° ,
.’ . Lot b, . - .. L. . N .
. S0 ot Ds dvert [Br.)° {advertisement)
L v 3 N .
’/» . cé-ed - (female student’in’a co-educational institution)
o ‘c-0p - (cb-operative association)
N * .. - . . 13
. ' econ » ~-{economics) . . ®
. - . . . . -
! {ntercbm. (intercommunication system)
‘ _ “Hdncom o ' (noncommissioned officer) _ ,
. ’ - préf%b * (prefabricsted structure)
récdp & (recapitulation)
. - - ? - N .
. ' T réhib (rehsbilitation). \ . *
L. .
¢ At least sope pf these wegre previouq}y pronounced with priﬁary stress on

the,gpdasyllable {e.g., advert, gg1ég}, and it is perhaps significant that

* -what I first heard as nrecfg I hive since héard several times rendered as

P ' *
EI‘ECJ-E. ) h -

. . Most clipped forms are from the initial portion of the source word and

* most aré ong,syilable long, Moreover, mgst of these end with a consonant,

-
¥

Exceptions are rarey the flu shich was mentioped before and pro, for

. rofessional, which, if it preserved the following consonant, ﬁight not be
s ~

o . . - Al : I4
; distinct from piof, for profescor. Almost always, then,'when the source

o

word contains one consonant between its first vowel and its secdnd vowel,

L . .
! the clipped form contains that consonant--the cut is made after that
intervocplic consonant, Examples: beput({y), bod(y), chem{istry), ciqfaret), .
§
3 Coo : .
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~[also clggy/ ggle], cuc(umbor} [orthognaph;cally cukg[ g (erg ) ST e
fem{inine), frat(ernity), g(anese) lab(oratorv), Lib(eration) [ 1:5( ral 5
math(emat;cs) |maths in Brltlsh use], med(lcall [ E (1c;nal], mod(ern), '} : .
pen(itentiary), prepl{aratorv}, profi{essor’, prOm{enede) rg (eree} (f;

with a plural sign attd ched caps for Mcapital lefiers," knucks for ﬁknuckles "

T —— e —————m—— —

- ¢

sec(ond), stup(id) Lorthographxcally stuge], tr;g(onOmetrv); veq(etable)

mocs for ™mocassins.” . e L
When the source word .has a sequence of two cnhsongﬁts.bethBn its first
and second vowels, the cliaped form preserves both consomants of;;?ly the !

. 1, 1 .
: . . . L
first of them, depending oh their relative sonoriéy. Generally Yiquids (1, L) !

-

and glides (y, w),sre more sonorant than nasals {m, n}, and nasals are more .
: : . e :

sonorant than obstruests (stops ard fricatives)., When the sequence of consorants 'g
T’ . i » v’

is such thzt » more sonorant consonant precedss a less sonorant one, both

consortants are preservedkin the clipped form. When the second consonant

-

is less sonorani than the first one,.or when the tvo consonants ara of @

the same degree of sonority, oniy thgsfiEst consonant appears in the
clipped form, When the second consonant is less sonorant the~tn the. first
one, or when the two consonants are of the same degsee of sonority, only

the first is retained in the clipped formw Let's examine the specific cabes:

. ) .
Liquid followed by nasal: dorm(itory), perm(anent), porn{oaraphy), / . '

Liquid followed by obstruent: nazclotics agent) [orthngraphically also ggi rk],

) ‘ ) p % r
pexc{olate) [é;th0qraphically EEEEJ’ sergleapt) [ orthographicaily sargel,

tarp{aulin), tutp{entine). 1In all these examples the liquid is r; 1 have -

3
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. (/15 ‘ .
N /.\‘Faund only one example of 1 as first member of the cluster; talcfum).

Masal followed by obstruent! brbf-:c(g), quint{unlet), simp(leton), umplire), °

«vapplire).. But the/phonological constraints of English have to be observed.

whgr: @ non~permitted finsl cluster would bccur, there is a different

-

‘* treatment. Both-convict and confidence (in the phrase confidence aréist)

are clipped to con. English has no final sequence of -nv or »nf, s0 that

nei{her *cont nor *conf would be a pc;ssible word. WYe may note, too, that ’

o

.I ) ) -
combo (from combination) must heve an added vowel because the consdnant .

by

ctluster mb does not occuf\finally in‘ﬁodgrn Englishy T have found only
. * )
one instance 8f a source word with nasal + obstruent whose clipped form

retéins‘thé nasal but loses the obstruent: benny from bemzedrine pill,

Obstruent followed by nasal--~the nssal is not retrined: ad(ministration},

> . * sgublm~rine), tech(nclogical ins*itute). Obsiruent followed by liquid:

lublricate) [orthographically lube), Fet(zopolitan), mic(rophone rorthodraphically

mike], nue(lear weanon) Lorthographically nuke}, proglress), pu(lic housel,

guad(raﬁq;g], rec(restion), svnch{ronization}, vih(ration]g_[orthographically
] .

VibES]- There is nothing suprising, of course,. about the fact that the

nagal or liquid cun-onant is dropped since such sequences as gm or br do
not occur in final position.in Enégigh wOTdE .

Obstrzuent followed by glide: 1 hove found only one instance of-a
3

clipped form in which the cut -hds been made between an cbstruent and a

followikg [w], porﬁg for perguisiters. Exahples of obstryent and a following

. ) )
[y] Ewﬁich is itself foil?wed by the vowel [P]) Lre morP'co?mon: fnb}ulogs),
pOp(ular),. req{ul-iion)s, rep(utation), Iriblune), vac{uum),

-

~
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“When Ey] is lost after [d], oalatalization does not occur, * Thus we have

* qrag~+and not

¢

raj- for graduate, and similarly phys ed for physical eaucatioo,

sked ‘for schedule, Some might prefer to descrﬂSe this in the framework of

q?eﬂexatlve phonology and say that deletion of the abstract, underlylng
o

1
'segments following d occurs before a palatalization rule can take ef fect,
. t

Others woulé say that the clipping is influenced by ecrthography: the letters

i

following d are cut away and the resulting stump-words are given the pronun=

ciation one would expects The two modes of describing are of course not

-

irreconcilable,

We should note that the clipped forms of socioloay, seroeanﬁ,

r

réfrigerator,’ and natureilv-—sosﬂ, sarae, fridre, and natch, respectively--

have palatal consonants in final podition.

MBal followed by nasal: gymlpnsium} is the only example I have,
s )
Examples of obstruent followed by obstruent are numerous: aglvertisement),

cap (tain), doc{tor), opltic art}, pecltoral musclels, sis(ter), sgec(taclelg

girepftococcus}. In each case the first obstruent is reté&ned, the second

cut away. It should bo noted that such possible’formo 2s capt and gégg
would be pronounceable within the general rules for permitted seguences of
consonants in English. But in the process of élipoio; éhere seems to be
a\tendency to reduce to just one obstrueot in final position, yielding forms

which require legs effort to proncuntce. .

-
L

On the phonological side, then, the process of clipring exhibits *
certain preferences: the short form is mo;€ llkely to be from the-beginning
of the source word thon from the end, and more likely to be frem the end

than from the middle; the clipoed form is likely to be one syllable long,

-
r

\
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or.if longer to fall into one oi"h{ggrymSmall number of patterns. If
: N .
monosyllabic, 4t is almost certéiﬁ_tb'énd with one conspnant; if it ends with

»

P ! -

two consonants, the first is m@te'sonorant then the second. The clipped form

shows all the phondlqgical,cqpééraints which exist for longer words in the

P

language; in fact, clipped forms are samewhat on the conservative side.

I

If, now, we turn to the grammatical and semantic aspects _of this °
shortening process, we find censiderably more variety among the products
of the process. In some cases the clipped form is essentially identical in.

P

meaning and range of use wiih the source form; gy does not differ appreciably

from qymnasiumy and T see no difference between a ref and a refeéree; mohg-

!

In other

means the same as mononucleosis, polio the same as poliomvelitis.

cages, however, the clipped -form is more resfricted in occurrencé and/Sf *in
Y (

» v i .

meaning than the word from which it is derived. In still other cases the

phorter form has taken on wider use and additional meanings-~in a few case's
. . ¢
(7 .

to the point of being no longer identical with the word from whence it came.

Restrictions first. The word confidence has been shortened to con, but

only im a few set phrases like coh artist, con pame; con does not replace
" R N , -
confidence in the full range of that wordY%s occurrences. Similarly, knucks

‘stands for knuckles but/;nly atter brass; lieutcnant is shortened to looey,

but only when first or second precedes; pp stands for gptic but only in the

/
texrm op grt, end for pppocite in the strange new nome, op ed, the page of a

newspaéer opposite tHe editorial page, which features articles by coluﬁnists;

‘,

pop means popular but occurs only in pop art, pop culture, . '

3
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perﬁaps a few dthérs; prog does duty for proaress:in the term prog report,
D Y

but does the clipped form otcur otherwise? A recreation room becomes a

rec room, but recreation is not reduced in any other context; sgﬁchronization

becomes synch in the phrases in synch amd out-of -synch but not'much more,

. There are other less specific kinds of restriction, The word beauty,

’ hd -

for insfance, can be an abstract non-countable noun or a concrete countable

-

one; beaut, as in She's a beaut is only a concrete countzble. ‘Combo is -.

’ L

. from combination but oply as s combination of wusicians, Similarly, vibes

refers to musical or mystical vibrations transmitted by some congenféﬁ

-

person, place, or event, but hardly to the vibf@tions of a freight train & .
* - L " . v
passing close by. Vamp, & word of the 1920's, meant vampire, but only in - '

the secondary sense of "seduciive womzn," not in the original sense of

“bléod-sucking nocturnal vanderer from the grave."” The word second is an

. ordinal number amd also 2 unit of time; the clipped.form gec has only the

latter rne_aniﬂng. Eantain,‘dactor, and sister can be shorterzed to* cap, doc,
and sis, reSpccti;ely, but only, 1 fhink, as vocal'ves-~rather ifreverent
chatives, in fect. Mor; examples of such restrictions can’easily be found.

‘ The clipped f.or‘m may, on the other hand, show an expansion in the us‘e ‘
or the meaning of the form from which it is derived. Tonsider, first, the
‘expansion of part;of-Speech. Divvy camggbfrom the noun dividend, ye£ it |

is usedWoth as noun (2 divvy) and =s verb {to divvy up}. Similarly the

word lube is both noun’and verb; does it come from both lubrication and .

' ;"‘4:1227—

' lubricaté, or just ond of them with later expansion of the clipped form?

»;" s . PRI % N \‘2:
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Whatever the answer, we may note that recap means both recapitulate and .

recapitulation and that reheb means rehabilitate and rehabilitation.

-

- 4 - -
Sometimes the part of gpeech does not expand but simply changes. The words

bachelor, psychology, fa_nport, and revelution sre nouns; from them come,

respectively, the verbs %o bach it, 1o psveh’put, o rep, and g rev up.

And we should adq here that long, long ago the name Canterbury was
resﬁnnsible f;r the sho;%er verb o canter. The adjeétive uncouth, as in
Eg.ﬁg uncouth, bhas strangely, upon.shortening, become 3 noun, ig,hggg {or
not have) ggggb;'and the adjective stupid h;s likewise yi;ld;d a ngw noun,
Stupe, “fhe other way around, from the noun cfgion comes the 'adjective-
cushy, I.suppose,-.too, one might say that strep,\@s in strep throst, is

an adjective derived from the noun streptococcus. v
* .

The ¢lipped form sometires has o meaning rather different from that

of the.original word. Often the mcening difference is affective rather than
-3
in denotation and accardingly hard to define. Such words es hankie, undies,

niphtie, jemmies hzve 2 meaning that might be vaguely defined ag "cutcness"
T N . ' - -
in addition to their sirsightforw rd dengtations. Perhaps the same is true

.
for such nouns as btod for bodv, man for maqazin@ mayo for mayonnaise,

-

prez for. president and for adjecctives like gomfy, delich, fab, losney, and

marvy (respectively, comfort-ble, deliciour, frbulous, lunatie, marvelbus ).
There is certairily an affective méaning in such proper names as Philly,

Cincy, frisco, and €hi ond in such names as Caddy, Ehevy, or Jan. Names

for Qroups of people, such as Jap or Mer, Aussie or Okie, may carry sirong

-

oo
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attitudinal mpanings, reflecfing whatevép viewpoint the speaker has.
v . “f - R - .

. , ; .-
Occesionally the clipped form th bécome semantically separsted from
L P ~

its source. word, as standard ﬁiscdssiuwﬁ of this topic_ invariably poinb42ut.

-

A van is not now a caravan, a sports fan is not necessarily a fanat%é, a whiz

- -

is not rsaliy'a wizerd, and nobody who attends a senior prom nowadays will .

- 2] -

be.li%ely to see a-promenade. It is not %eceséarily the. clipped ford which
showé a change of meaning; the, adjective Egg.gppaiently encapsulated, a fewf
years ago, somebody's idea of what was modern; bht the meaning of modern is
always changing; the word mod is now somewhat passé.

Finally, we have clipbed forms which contain an added semantic feature -

beéausé,‘gpparently, they come'f?om a phrase or-compound through the processes
1 : N 4
it .

of ellip&@s and clipping together. The word alky, for instance, obviously

, comes from aicoholic, but the semzntic soufce is something like alecholic

-

addict- (snd not, for instance, algoholic bzveragel); coed dexrives from

coeduéétion(g;), but the meaning suggests that there was at some time a term

}ike coaducational ctudent, with en’ implicit sementic featdre "feminine.!.
I have a ligt of such clipped forms which derive, semantically at least,

ffom compougds or phrasés and which contain more meaning than they display:

-

caps {capital letters) ' :
. 4 , . -
carnie (carnival worker)
- ) v
civvies ! (civilian clothes) - : ’ '
comp 3 (comprehensive examinatien)
::. ‘ » .
'
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L
\ cO=-0p
. -
demo
. fed
. . intercom
Juvie
o= © nark

nuke

-

parkie (Br.)

pecs
pexm
‘preemie
‘prefab
prémed

- pub
slomo
tempo

-

typo

In short, the forms in my dota show 8 rather rigid conformation to phonological

.norms; the ways these farms are, used are innovatiua)‘unpredictablé, creative,

-

T

oy

LY

L

(cdo~cperative aisoci.??tion)

(demonstration model)

{federal government émployee)
(intercommunication system)
(juvenile delinquent!
(nercotics agent) . B
{non;comﬁissidhed officer)
(nuclear weapon)
{park-keeper) o
(pectcral’muscles)‘
(perﬁanent'wave) X -
{premature baby)
(prefabricated building)
(premedical student )
(public house)
(slow-motion replay)
(tempsréry buildingr‘

(typographical error).

N\
23
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. 1 . Earlier, partial versions bf this "Baper wero read at the Southeast

. Conference on Linguistics, Uni\}ersity of North Carolina at Efeenw’.lle,, April
) * ¥ . - .

L
. 1977, and at the Fourth Interdisciplinary Conference on Linguistics, University
of Louig,ville; April 1978, Foy valuable comments I am .indebted to people
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teo numerous to count, much less name. For invaluable help I um’especially . = -
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grateful to my colleague, Donna Jo Napoli. T .
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