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Since 1969 the Gallup organization has conducted an
annual national poll of the public’s attitudes toward the
public schools. Although poll sponsorship has shifted,
continuity has been provided by several persons. They
include Dr. George Gallup himself, a former professor at

_ the University of lowa who has maintained a lifeleng

interest in education, Dr. B, Frank Brown, and Dr. Edward
Brainard. Brown is director of information and services for
I/D/EJA, education arm of the Ketiering Foundation.
Brainard is the former president of CFK Ltd., the Denver-
based foundation that originated the-poll and financed it
for five years. He worked closely with the late Charles F,
Kettering |11, CFK Ltd. chairman. Brainard is'now chair-
Colleges and Schools, with offices at the University of
Northern Colorado, Greeley. Three years after Kettering's
untimely death in 1972, CFK Lid. was dissolved and the
Ford Foundation financed the 1974 par. From 1975

_through 1978, the polls have been financer: by I/D/E/A,
whose executive director is Sam Sava. We are grateful for

his enthusiastic support.

National panels have been farmed each year to suggest

questions for the poll, The services [rovided by these

persons have been indispensable. Mames of panelists are

listed at the beginning of each poll reporte. ;a1 this volume.
The first. Gallug education poil was puzirhed ia Tull in

the //D/E/A Reporter in 1982 and was suimmarized in the

i
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Phi Delta Kappan, as well as in several other education
journals. Mr, Kettering and Dr. Brainard suggested inclusion
of the complete second poll in one of the fall, 1970, issues
of the Kappan. It thus became available in its entirety to

80,000 education leaders. The Kappan has published the

complete poll annually ever since, usuaaly in September. By

1978 the Septernber issue carrymg the tenth poll went to

122 DDD members af Phl Dglta I{appa and 18 DDD non-

reprlnts of the annual pQIIs testn‘;es to the mterest atta;hed

to them by the education community.
in 1974 Phi Delta Kappa published a compilation of the
first tive polls under the title, The Gallup Polls of Attitudes

Toward Education 1969-1973. The book was reprinted

twice. In all, about 10,000 copies were distributed,

- These numbers only suagest -the-growing impact of the
Gallup education polls. While other measures could be
reported, suffice it to say here that the poll has profoundly
influenced education policy in the U.S. since 1970 as state
and federal lawmakers, boards of education at all levels, and
educators with policy- makmg and implementation respon-
sibilities study the public reaction to basic questions about
the public schools.

This valume brings together all 10 polls reporied to date,

as the title suggests. In addition, Dr. Gallup has prepared an

introductory chapter reviewing some of the majof opinion

trends revealed by the polls. By early 1979 Phi Delta

= Kappa s Center for Dissemination of “Ifhovative Prngrams

will provide a complete kit for school district officials

desiring to conduct a local poll.. The basic manual of

mstructlans and suggestions is being prepared for this kit by

r. Gallup. Inquiries about the kit should be addressed to

Dri Wilmer Bugher, Associate Executive Secretary, Phi

Delta Kappa, Box 789, B|Gnﬁ’llﬂgt(§ﬁ IN 47401 (phone:
812/339-1156).

Stanley Elam

Director of Publications,

Phi Delta Kappa, and

Editor, Phi Delta Kappan
October 1, 1978
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Chapter 1

The First 10 Yc:ar‘s
Trends and Observations

By George H. Gallup

in shapmg the pub,ln: 5 att\tudes faward the publlc schccjls
During the first half of the decade covered by these survey
findings (1969-1973), the prevailing mood of the nation
was one of disillusionment and, in the case of the young,

revolt, In the post-Vietnam and post-Watergate vears 75,

(1974-1978), a new conservatism has prevailed, abetted by
ever-increasing inflation and higher taxes.

Costs of public school education have nearly doubled
during the last 10 years, with a large share of the revenues
to meet these costs coming from local property taxes.

When local residents learn through the media that high
school students are being graduated who are functionally
illiterate, that national test scores are declining, and that
the schools are having problems with discipline, drug use,
and vandalism, their predictable reaction is to question the
added costs and the way the schools are being administered.

Out of this situation has come a demand for sefting
minimum requirements for graduatmn from high schcu:l
and for holding teachers accountable, to a greater extent,
for the educational ‘progress of students. Likewise, the’

-popularity of the back-to-basics movement stems Iargely

from the same conservative urge to restore the structured
education of earlier years.

The overall effect of these events and forces has been to
fessen the public’s respect for the public schools. Beginning
in 1974, a five-point attitude scale was introduced in this

1
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survey series to measure the public’s attitudes toward their
local public schools. The same scale has been employed
each year since, with results that show a steady decline in
findings among parents with children enrolled in the public
schools have paralleled the views of the general public.

The Major Problems

Throughout the decade covered by these surveys, dis-
cipline is the number one problem of the schools, as
perceived by the public. In nine of 10 surveys, discipline
has been cited mare often than any other problem. By

. discipline, the public means such things as lack of respect
for teachers, flouting rules and regulations, improper
behavior in the classroom, and general disregard for
authority.

During this same 10-year period, the problems associated
with integration have been named often enough to place
integration/segregation second only to discipline as the
major problem facing the local schools. However, as
pointed.out in the earlier edition of this book cavering the
years 1969 to 1973, it is not integration itself that is the
main source of the trouble but the means for bringing it
about: namely, busing. :

Third placgiir\ the list of major problems has generally
been held by financial concerns, The failure to pass school
bonds, the difficulty of keeping schools open in some cities,
higher wage demands by teachers, problems arising out of
tighter budgets —these have combined to place school
financing high on the list of problems. Significantly, in the
latest survey (1978) this problem has been edged out by the
problem of growing drug use by students,

Some Conclusions

A careful examination of survey findings for the 10-year
period leads to this conclusion: Many of the problems of
the schools -can bel solved only if parents become much
more involved than, they presently are in the educational
process. Parents must, in- fact, be regarded as part of the
teaching team. A joint and coordinated effort by parents
and teachers is essential to deal more successfully with-|

2
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Tha First 10 Years

problems of discipline, motivation, and the developmént of

.good work habits at home and in school,

Fi:rtunately. in these surveys ﬂarents have been fnund

examﬂle, enght Df every 10 perscms questmned VD!EEd thenr
approval of courses for parents to help them assist their
children in school. Younger parents favor this. plan even
maore than older parents. Often overlooked is the fact that
parents want their children to do well in school, just as they
hope their children will do well in life. They want them to
be responsible citizens and responsible students, *

The type of instruction that parents themselves believe is

" most needed was detailed in the report of the 1977 survey,

For little added expense {(which the public is willing to
pay), the public schools.can, by working with parents, meet -
educaticnal standards impassible to reach without such
EEDEEI’EIIDH

It can be argued that teachers aﬁd gundance Eéunselms
"'ijert knﬂwledge is r’mt \ntal Mﬂstly what is requnred is
that mothers and fathers meet, under the auspices of the
school, to discuss ways, successful and unsuccessful, that .
educators have tried in dealing with the many problems of
children of like age.

Observations About the Future

Unless measures are taken to alter present trends, a
n‘:ickv and tn‘:ubled future can be preﬂicted fnr the ﬂublic
earher years it was regarded as the surest wav to flnanmal
success and sa:nal accept nce. Naw a sk:lled wmrker whu

graduates S«:cnal dlstmctmﬁs of earller years re dlsappear—
ing. The social elite today is a mixed breed. And a college
degree means far less to the employer than it oncedid as a
measure of the ability and the scholastic achlqvement of the
applicant. ,

The role that Educ:atinn played in the past tD sssure

play in the future. Thns is m::t ‘tc: say that educataan will be
any less important. If fact, education may become a
controlling factor in the pursuit of happiness in the
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7

postindustrial world, and in solving our perscmai problems
and those of the nation and of the world. ;

On a more pragmatic level, there is need to develop a
better rationale for providing greater financial support for
the public schools. What has been taken for granted during
the last century — that the nation required an educated
citizenry and for this reason alone the public schools should
be supported as a government function and responsi-
bility — is a principle that has lost some of its cogency. In
the 1978 survey, when people were questioned about
sources of revenue for the public schools, a number of
those interviewed voiced the opinion that people who do
not have children in the public schools shouldn’t be
required‘ to pay taxes to support the schools. And with
educational costs going ever higher, this complaint will be
heard more often, ,

One way to make certain that the public school system
continues to command the strong. support of the vast
majority of citizens is to involve more” citizens in the
schools and in the educational process. Citizen participation
can take many forms, and based upon survey data gathe%ed
during the last decade, these thiee are indicated:

1. Greater efforts should be made to expand adult
education and to use the schools as a meeting place for
community affairs and cultural events. A surprising num-
ber of those interviewed in the 1978 survey (four persons
of every 10 adults) say they would be interested .in taking
an adult education course. While reqtrictions of time, cost,
and availability would keep many from carrying out their
expressed wishes, the fact that such a large number of
persons — more individuals than are presently enrolled in
elementary and secondary schools — say they would like to
take a course is a good indication of the latent interest of a
large segment of the population in continuing their educa-
tion. ,

2. The function of the school board is largely unknown
or misuﬂdes?ﬁgd, Too often, gerving on a local school
hoard is a thankless job. The fact that the school hoard is
supposed to represent the public and carry out its wishes in
educational matters gets lost in day-to-day operations,
sehool personnel problems, and finance. All of which leaves
too little time, as school board members complain, to deal
with the educational process iself, .

4

1




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Thao First 10 Yours

One way out of this dilemma is to appoint citizen
advisory committees. In the 1976 survey it was found that
an extraordinary number of citizens interviewed said they
would like to serve on a committee that would deal with
any one of a wide range of problems, including discipline,
student/teacher relations, career education, the handi-
capped sn?'dem, student dropouts, and a dozen others.

The advisory committees would report to the school
board, which could then take action as needed. The merit
of this plan is that, in addition to the help and advice
provided by the advisory committees, the active participa-
tion in school affairs of 100 10 200 of the community's
citizens would almost certainly improve attitudes toward,
and support for, the local school system.

3. Courses for parents, discussed earlier, could and
should involve scores of parents, bringing them into closer
contact with teachers and school administrators. Such a
program would inevitably produce a better understanding
between teachers and parents and should result in greater

‘ community support for the schools,

-1f these three programs were to be instituted in a school
district, involving as they would many, many persons, the
schools would command greater respect. But even more
important, student acl‘evement would be lifted to higher
levels.

A New Crusade for Education
L

Educatars should no longer assume that cifizens |
deeply committed to support public school education. T
high failure rate of schoal bond issues provides sornz
evidence of this. Periodically, the public needs to be
reconvinced that education is all-important. And unless
educators take on this responsibility, they can be sure that
no one else will.

As a start, it might be worthwhile to take the first two
days of schoo! in the fall and two days in the spring to
appraise anew the importance of education. On the first
day, community leaders might be brought before the entire
student body to give their views on the importance of
education today, with representatives of the local media in

1o present to students enrolled in their classes the reasons
5
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why the subjects are important enough to include in the
school curriculum and why they will help’ students in later
life. One simple rquestion ;often goes unanswered: “What
good is this course to mef’ ‘And until it is answired to the
student’s satisfaction, achievement levels are likely to be
affected adversely.

The public schools have lost favor with the American
public during recent years. Therefnre heroic efforts must
be devoted to restoring this lost confidence and respect.
Hopefully, ground lost. during the last decade will not only
be recovered but education will become, as it should be, the
central institufion, of American and world society.

A
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- Toward Education

o
il

First_ Annual Gallup
Poll of Public Attitudes

Purpose of the Study

The purpose of this survey, sponsored by CFK Ltd, and )

reported in the following pages, is to measure and record
the attitudes of the American public toward the public
schools in the year 1969, Benchmarks have been 'set to

. enable change to be meastred in the years ahead.
' The survey is national in scope and is based upon a:

representative sample of all -adults. Results, it should be

" pointed out, do not apply to any single community,
* although they do provide a norm for comparison purposes.

Since attitudes and knowledge are closely related, many

questions asked of respondents were inciuded for the -

purpose of measuring the kind and amount of information
possessed by representative citizens regarding their local
schools, '

An important gbjective of the study was to learn how
typical citizéns judge the quality of education in their local
schools — the criteria they use in arriving at a judgment as
to the excellence — or lack of it —in their local school
system, . )

A realistic measure of the public’'s attitude toward their
schools is the willingness of the jeople in a community to
vote tax increases when there”is need for greater financial
assistance. A detailed analysis of the results obtained on

report, Since school bond issues are being defeated with

7

R P

‘r,



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Gallup Polls of Altitudes Toward Education, 1969-1978

greater frequency across the nation, the survey results shed
light on those groups in the nation most likely to support
or to oppose bond issues calling for tax mcreases

‘Other areas covered in the present survey deal with

attitudes of the publn: toward teachers, the teaching
prcfessmn and toward their local school boards — the
kinds of information .the public would like to’ have
regarding their local schools — the awareness of the public
of schoal problems — and eriticisms of school policies.

The study represents the joint planning of the staff of
CFK Ltd, and the staff of Gallup International.

Research Proced %u/é

The Sample. The sample embraced a total of 1,605
adults. It is described as a modified probability sample of
the nation. A total of 327 interviewers took part in the

survey: their work was done in every area of the country .
and in all types of communities, selected by random

methods. These communities, taken together, represent a
true microcosm of the nation,

The Interviewing Form. Questions included in the '

questmnnsnre were selected -after many pretests were
donducted in the Interviewing Center maintained by the
Gallup organizations ifi Hopewell, New Jersey, and in a
pilot study undertaken in 27 areas of the coyntry.

Time of Imerwewing The Field work for this study was
conducted durmg the period of’ February 4 thr@ugh
Fehruary 20, 1968.

-3
The State of Information Abﬁut the
Local Schools and Education i

Judging by the answers to many gquestions included in
this survey, the conclusion can be drawn that the public is
only fairly wel] informed about the local schools and very
poorly informed about education itseif.

When adults comprising the sample of the general public
were asked to give their own appraisal of the amount of
their knowledge of the local schools, only about one in five
(19%) replied, "quite a lot.” At the other extreme more

*
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than four iﬁ ten (41%) frankly admitted that :they knaw'

Syvery little,"’

Parents of children now attending the publu: schgals
werle obviously better informed than those persons without
chlldren in the public schools, but even n? this group of
parents the percentage sang thaey knnw *quite a lot”
about the local schools was not very impressive — 27%,

To measure the public’s information about the schools, a
series of test questions.dwas included in the interviewing
form. All persons in the survey were asked if they knew the

names of their hjcal school officials, with these results:

Percentage Who Knew Name Of

The local superintendent of schools ‘ 56%
The principal of the elementary school

_in your neighborhood 47%
The principal of the high school attended ]
by children in your neighborhood X - 40%
The presic:ieﬁt of the local school.board 26%

To gain insight into the extent of the publu‘: s knowledge
in particular areas, questions requiring ‘a hlgher level of
knowledge were included. These asked about the shartage
of elassroom space, the percentage of dropouts in the local
schools, the percentage of high school graduates going on to
college, the costs to educate each child,

Those who reported that they ““didn't know" provide
evidence of the lack of information in these special areas,
and an unwitlingness even to make a guess.

Don‘t Eﬁ?ﬁ/
Is there a shortage of classroom space?, 18%
Are there many high school dropouts? 30%
What percentage of high school graduates
go on to college? . - 33%
What is the cost to educate a child per T
year.in the local schools? -~ 57%

It should be pointed out that thé above table lists only
those wha said they “don’ know’ of were unwilling to

16
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b .
make a guess. Those who did reply werfe not necessarily
accurate in their replies,
Perhaps the most reveuling qLIEEtICJﬁ is one ihat asked
each DEFSGH to give his idea of a good school — to cite the

“things that would make you decide that a school is a good

school.” Most ot the information that the public possesses
about the schools concerns the happenings — the news — re-
ported in the newspapers or through other media. Knowl-
edge about education itself is very limited, at least the kind
of knowledge that has to do with the turriculum and goals

of education. For example, when those in the survey were.

asked to tell how they would judge a school — the things
that would make them decide that a school is a geod
school — their answers reveal a very low level of 5Gphl§tica=
tion.

The criterion most often cited is “qualified teachers,”
but the replies reveal that there is little understanding of
what is meant by a “qualified teacher.”” The few who go on
to explain what they mean by this term usually describe the

“qualified teacher” as one who is capable of interesting the
children. in their schoolwork or one who gets along well
with parents. ) ”

Second in importance’in vi"dqmg a "'yood school,” based
upon the number of mentions, Is “eliscipline.”” About

L
one-third of all persons included in this survey said that this®

is a way to judge the quality of a school.
The third criterion most often cited is the physical
equipment — modern school buildings and equipment.

_ Because of the frequently voiced criticism about the
“frills’ in public school education, a higher percentage of-

those interviewed might have been expected Lo cite, this as a
way to judge the schools. But this dicl not prove to be the

case. While a few say they would judge a school oh the basis
of the empha5|5 given to the three Rs; even more say that a
good school offers a wide variety of tourses that are
interesting to the StLl(lPﬂt‘i And a total of 4% mention
specifically a “"good library.’ _

When all the persons included in the SLIrVEy were asked
1o tell in what respects the local schiools are 'not so good,"”
their answers generally fall into these categories: *'lack of
disg:ipl'ine ” gvercrowding af students,”’ “poor transpor ta-
tion,” “buildings too old,”” “integration,” “no prayers.”
Some camplam ahéut ““noor teaching or poor teachers, !

10
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but on the whole there is rather little complaint about the
tocal schools, especially the quality of educatian.

When asked specifically to name the ““biggest problems
with \Nhl(;h the public schools in this community must
deal,” the greatest number of mentions go to “discipline.”
Secﬂnd in order of mention is the lack of school facilities
{buildings and equipment.) Third in order of mentions are
answers dealing with teachers — shortages, lack of proper
selection, etc. Fourth comes finances and fifth comes
“integration and segregation.”

. Communication with the Public

To establish hase points in order to make comparisons
possible in the future = and to see just how much and what
type of information about the public schools is now
reaching the general public, including parents of school
children — a series of questions was included in the inter
viewing form that deal with the different media and the
kinds of information received and the kind of information
that the public wouid like to have,

The first question in this series asked: “During the last
year havé\ ol r’egeived aﬁy newslettzr’ par’ﬂ'phiet or aﬁy

A total of 35% Gf 1he entire sample answersd yes tc; this
question, When this figure is analyzed, a marked difference
appears between those with no children and those with
children in the public schools. In the case of those who
have no children, only 16% say they have received such
material frcmxthe schools, as opposed to 57% of those who
do have children now attending the local public schools.

A majority ot all persons (60%) report that they have
read articles in the local newspsapers during the last month
abovt the lecal schools — with little difference in the
figu: s between those mth and those without children in
the schools. A total of 36% say they have heard something
about the local schools on r’Ede during the last ﬁmnth and
a similar percentage (35%) say they have seén something on

. television about the schools in this same period of time,

Among the various media, the preferred source of

" information is the newspaper. Individuals in. the cross-

section were asked: “From your own personal viewpoint,
11
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what is the best source of information about the local
;chagls?“ As stated, local newspapers are cited most often,
followed in turn by personal communication (children;
neighbaors, etc.), school officials aﬁd personnel, radio and/or
television, meetings at the school’ {PTA, school programs,
etc.), and school newsletters/pamphlets and publications.

{mportant for the school community is the fact that
people say they would like to 'know more about the
schools, When they were asked: “Would you like to know
more about the schools ir this community?’’ nearly
two-thirds (65%) said yes This finding agrees with other
studies that have dealt with tl;e public’s interest in
education. Significantly, even 'a majority of thase without
children express an interest in more mfurmatlgn about the
schools, -

When asked specifically what kind of information they
would likiz to have, the answers deal to a large extent with
the courses taught — the curriculum — innovations being
mtn:ducml and why — college requirements — and the like.
Slgmfncantlyg there is great interest in the very areas that
most school publicity presently neglects — the content of
courses and the educational process versus school opera-
tions.

Ll

The Major Cﬁmplamts

The greatest complaint against the “schools of the
country, at the present time, is lack of discipline, This fact
comes to light in many ways in this survey. Undoubtedly
the present importance of discipline in the minds of the
people is the result of the rash of disorders on the college
campuses of the nation — "and in some high schools. From a
public relations viewpoint,  this - eriticism should be
heeded — particularly, by ‘those school districts which are
facing bond issues in the next year or two. Lack of proper
discipline is often assocfated, as pointed out earlier, with
“poor education.” If school officials cannot keep students
iﬁ line, then the school, in the- EVES of the public, is a

paur ' one. :

To obtain the public’s views on this issue, the fBHawmg
question was asked: ““How do you feel about the discipline




O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

- § First Annual Poll

in the local schools — is 4t too strict, not strict enough, or
1ust about right?"’ "

Only 2% think it is ”tna strict’”’ whereas 49% think it is

“not strict enough.” A total of 44% think it is “about
right”” with 5% having “‘no opinion.” Parents with children
in public school are inclined to be more satisfied wiir
things as they are; 52% say discigline is “about right,”” 45%
say it is “not strict enough,” and 2% say it is "'too strict,”’

Signlfn:antly, parents with children in parachlal schools
are the most critical of the public schools in the matter of
discipline and cite as one advantage of the parochial schools
(ovey the public schoals) the better discipline maintained in
the fGTFﬁEF :

Criticism of the schGDIs in respect to discipline |§
greatest in the big cities of the ﬁatl’Dn“grEEtEr among
Negroes than among whites, and greater amang‘low income
groups than among upper income groups.

Criticism of lack of discipline in the public schools
extends to the failure to do more about the way boys and
girls dress for school. When al| those included in the survey
were asked if they thought there should be ‘“greater
regulation of the way children dress for school. or less?”
the replies show the following division:

Reguiation of Dress

For greater regulation a 53%

For less regulation ' 7%

All right at present 36% -
" No opinion : 4%

Again, the replies show that the better educated are the
least critical and of the major rel|gmu_, gmups Catholics are
the most critical.

'Attitudes Toward Teaching and Teachers
Prgbably} ﬁc: better measure of the public’s high esteemn
for teaching and for schools"could be found than parents’
views toward teachirig as a profession. Whern asked if they
would like to have a child take’up teaching in the public

13
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schools as a career, three out of every four say,they would.
And in the case of parents with children now in the public
schools, the ratio is even higher — four out of five,

The weight of opinion is that teachers’ salaries are too
low. Although nearly half say they are “‘about right’’ and
only 2% think they are “"too high,” one-third (33%) think
they are too low. )

On the question as to whether teachers should be given
automatic raises, or whether these raises should be given to
some and not to others, there is an equal division of
opinion — 44% say ves; 45% say no; 11% have no opinion.

Of those with opinions, more favor permitting teachers

to join unions than oppose this; but a substantial majority
oppose giving teachers the right to strike.

Throughout the nation the public recognizes-the difficul-
ty of getting good teachers and holding them. Only a third
of those reached in the survey say that in their own local
schools there is no difficulty getting good teachers, and
only a third say that there is no difficulty in keeping them.

Although there seems to be general satisfaction with the
teachers, this should not be taken as approval of the entire
tedthing - staff. The question of tenure was not asked
specifically, but respondents were asked if some of the
teachers in the local school systérﬁ should be dropped. A
total of 38% said yes; 22% said no; 40% had no opinion.
The reasons most. often given for dropping teachers were
incompetence, personality problems, age problems —
teachers too young or too old. '

"Attitudes-Toward School Boards
And Their Problems

Across the country school boards generally are thought
to be doing a good job. More than three times as many
respondents give them an ‘excellent’ rating as give them a
“poor” rating. And when asked specifically about their

- wark, or aspects of it, the ratings are high. In only one

important respect is their work questioned.. When asked i
the school board in their local' community is politically
motivated — if local politics play a part in the decisions
made by the school board — more answer yes than answer
no. ‘

| ) 2:1 F
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| The generally high regard in which school boards are
held is reflected. in the question put to each individual in
/the survey: "If some one asked you to be a school board
{ member, would you be interested?” -
" Nearly one person in three (31%) said he would, if

asked. Analysis of the data shows that more men than

women would like to serve (35% to-29%). Of thase who
have had the advantage of a college education, nearly half
say they would be interested: in the professiopal and
business group 41% say they would be interested; and
interest in becaming- a school board member is highest in
the youngest age group ~ those ages 21 to 30. In this group
52% say they would be interested, ) : .

The fact that these respondents say they would be
interested”does not mean that they will volunteer, or go
through an expensive and time-consuming political cam-

" paign to be elected. If these practices could be removed,

there would be no dearth of qualified men and women to
serve on the school boards of the nation. :
" To gain further insight into local school problems, as the
public seés them, each person in the survey was asked what
changes in the' school system he would favor if he were to
become a school board member.

Nearly three-fourths of those who' have children in the
public %choals made specific suggestions.. These concern
chiefly the ﬁrafessic;mal staff, the course content or
curriculum, and the buildings and facilities. The category
‘getting the next largest number of suggestions was "dis-
cipline.” D .

This suggestion, discipline, comes up particularly high

~ with parents of children it parochial schools.

Local " school boards are thought by. 69% of the
fespondents to work hard to “improve the quality of
education.” Nearly as many (62%) say the scheol board
"works hard to see that the schools function efficiently and
at the lowdst cost.” The greatest criticisnt is leveled at the
cost of school buildings. A total of 40% think they are
more expensive than they need to be.

— Citizen Participation
In another survey of the adult population, it was found
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that most citizens think that the school buildings should be
used for community purposes as well as for students.” In
most towns and cities this policy is fallowed, To find out
just how many persons had made use of school facilities,
this question was asked: ""Have you attended any lecture,
any meeting, or any social occasion in any local schoal
building during the last year?”

Nearly six in 10 (59%) of the respondents who now have

“ children in the public or parothial schools of the commu-

nity have. Only one person in six (17%) of those without
children in school answer yes to this question,

On, the other hand, rather few have ever attended a
i g of the local school board. 1n the entire group only

meet

- 16% say they have ever attended a school board meeting.

~ .Slightly more than half (52%) of the parents of children
in the local schools say they belong to the PTA or 1o a
similar group, A higher percentage (65%) of those with
children in parochial schools say they belong . to such a
group. ) :

Whereas more than half of the parents of children in the
public schoals say they belong to some kind of parents’
group, fewer than half_of this group say they attend
regularly. When those who do not attend regularly were
asked to tell why they did not go more often, most cited
+sych things as "'no one to care for the.children,”” “conflict
with other commitments,’ and similar reasans. Some say
"that not much gets accomplished — “it is a waste of time.”

Persons who do not belong to parenis’ groups, even
though they have children in the schools, gave somewhat
similar reasons for not joining. About one in 10 said there
was no PTA, or similar organization, in his-community,
‘Others say they have only- recently moved into the
community — more say they are not “joiners.”

Financial Support

The best measure of the attitudes of the general public
toward the public school system in America is its.readiness
ta support the schools financialy — to vote for an’increase

_in taxes if the schools need maore money.

*c. F. Ketiering Foundation Survey by Gallup Interpational,

Parent’s Reactions to Educational Innovations, May, 1966, i

L 16 el
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vaiausl'y the situatian VEfiES fram cnmmunity to

cial pmblems exlst and there is an |nf|n|te varletv c:f ldeas ’
as to how best to deal with them. ’

Many efforts were made to find‘a question wording
which 1) would measure general attitudes .applicable to
most situations, and 2) could be repeated from vear to year
to measure change in attitudes, Obviously the ideal ques-
tion would show a high correlation with known facts — the
proportion of communities voting in favor or against school
bond issues. In this sense, it could be predictive,

With these requirements in mind, the question that was
finally used on the interviewing form is worded as follows:

Suppose the local public schools said they needed
much more money. As you feel at this time, would
you vote to raise taxes for this purpose, or would yu:u
vote against raising taxes for this purpnse7

Analysis of the vote recorded on this question reveals
the groups or segments of society in which support of the
public schoals is greatest and least. Those whao are involved
in school bond eampaigns may find this information useful,
although it should be pointed out again that no two local
situations in the mation are exactly alike. But the chances
are great that in any given comimunity the attitudes of the
various groups will not depart too greatly from the national
narm
must always take am:t:&unt of the low thEr turnout in the
typical school bond election, One fact is clear — those who
bother to vote are not typical of those who do not vote,
The situation is not unlike that found in elections for-
political office in the United States. In presidential races
anly slightly over 60% of the population of voting age will

- take the trouble to register and vote. In Schﬂtjl bond

elections the percentage tends to be far less: Fortunately’
for the schoals, the nonvoters in these elections tend to be
more negative in their attitudes than those who do vote
judging from the data obtained in this study,

For example, in answer to the guestion about voting
more funds for the local school, as stated above, the vote in
favor is 45%; against, 49%; and 6% are in the “don‘t know"

? 1
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chool ‘bond election are used as the base, the vote for and
against is almost exactly even. ;

A look at the vote by groups is most revealing.

Level of education reached turns out to be an important
factér. In fact, on the basis of the major breakdowns
provided in this study, it is the most important factor. The
better educated are more inclined fo vote favorably -on
school bond issues than the less well educated. Below are
the votes on the question:

category. if only those who say they voted in the last
5

Suppose the local public schools said they needed
‘much more money. As you feel at this time, would
you vote to raise taxes for this purpose, or would you
vote against raising taxes for this purpose?

Vote by Level of Education

No Answer ar

For Against Don't Know
) % % %
College graduate 61 34 5
College incomplete 54 43 3
Technical, trade, B .
business school 52 47 1
High school graduate 44 50 6
High schoelincomplete 41 54 5
Grade school or less 33 ‘B9 a8

f]
L

Although. it could be argued that it js the lower income,
jower educated persons who have theimost to gain, it is the

_ better educated who understand best the value of an

education and, at the same time, are the ones who become
mast involved in the local schpols — the ones who take the
most active part in school affairs. '

. Since education and income are clodely related, it is to
be expected that those in the highest income brackets are
mare in favor of voting for taxes to help the schools than
those in the lower income levels. Results by income levels

" show the following:

£

18 , ) .
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Vote by Income Levels

i
i

\
! .
No Answer or

Annual Family Ilncome For Against Don’t Know
. ) % % . %
$15,000 and over 55 41 4
$10,000 10 $14,999 49 47 4
%7.000 t0 $9,999 46 48 [
$5,000 to $6,999 47 50 3
'$4,000 to $4,399 41 53 6
$3,000 to $3,999 h 42 48 10
Under $3,000 ' 33 59 8
v

Vote by Age Levels

No Answer or

For Against Don't Know
% % %

21 to 29 years 56 39 5

30 to 49 years 47 48 5

50 and over 39 55 6

It should be noted that the younger age groups are better
éﬂugated than the older groups. The percentage of those
who have attended college is highest in the 21 to 29 group
and lower in each older age group.

It is to be expected that parents with children in the
public schools would vote more favorably on school
financial requests than those who have no children in the
schools or have children in the parochial schools. Here are
thi: figures:

Children in the Schools

No Answer or.

For Againzt Don't Know
% % % -

Parents of children now .

attending public schools 51. 44 . 5
Parents of children now

attending parochial schools 40 56 4
Adtilts with no children

in school * N 41 53 5]

As a group, Protestants are mare in favor than Catholics.
When all Protestants are compared with all Catholics —

19
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both those with and without children in school — the
following results are obtained: -~

No Answer of

For Against Don't Know
% % . %
Protestants 47 a7 6
Roman Catholics ai 55 4

Observations and Conclusions

Three of the major tasks of the public school system in
the United States can be stated as follows: first, to interest
a greater number of citizens in the public schools; second,
to increase financial support as needs grow; third, to create
a climate in the community and in the schools favorable to
an improvement in the quality of education.

in a sense, and as the data from this survey shaw, all of
these prab{le—r’ﬁs tend to be interrelated. When ‘the survey
results dealing with the many aspects of education em:
braced in this survey are examined, these conclusions seem ’
warranted:

1. While the American people seem reasonably well-
informed about school activities, they are ill-informed
about education itself. ;

2. Since they have little or no basis for judding the
quality of education in their local schools, pressurés are
obviously absent for improving the quality.,

3. Fortunately, the public would like more information
sbout modern education — the new methods being tried
and new ideas about the kind of education that is needed.
in short, they need and ask for the kind of information that
is presently not pravided by the various media of communi-
cation. :

4. From a public relations viewpoint, the biggest prob-
lem at the present time for the schools is the matter of
discipline. This is the greatest criticism the public-makes of
the schools and the school officials. Those who have no
children complain the loudest, buteven those with children
in the public schools criticize schaol officials and personnel
for not being more strict in the matter of deportment and
dress of students, As long as this complaint about the

27
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public schools is present, the vote on school bond issues is
likely to suffer accordingly.

5. The teaching profession probably has never been held
in higher esteem in this nation. This is complimentary to
those who are in the profession — but the urge to get into
this field, on the part of so many students today, may
create another problem in another decade or two.

. 6. The public has accepted the right of teachers to join
unions. -But the public has not yet accepted the right of
teachers to strike, and, judging from thé data, many reject
the idea of tenure, at least until better ways are found for
weeding out incompetent teachers.

7. The weight of opinion is that public school teachers
are underpaid. But this situation is changing and the
number holding such an opinion is far less than it was a
decade ago.

8. School boards get a high vote of approval across the
nation. The public believes they work hard to improve the
quality of education and fc run the schools efficiently. At

‘the same time, some bejieve that their decisions are often

politically motivated.

9, There is no dearth of individuals who would be
interested in becoming school board members. But, as other
studies have shown, most do not want to fight their way
through political campaigns, requiring a lot of time and
money, in order to serve the public in this capacity.

"10. The public schools do a reasonably good job of

“interesting parents in school affairs. They do a very poor

job in reaching those who do not have children attending
the schools., A better way must be found to reach those
persons in the community who do not happen to have
children in the public schools, so that these persons may
become informed, involved, and active. ‘The future of the
schools to a great extent depends on success in achieving
this goal.

11. If willingness to vote additional taxes for schools
saying they need more money is accepted as a good test of
the public’s attitudes toward,the public schools, then the

_.nation divides itself about evenly. This does not mean that

one-half of the nation is opposed to the public schoals, It
means simply that approximately haif would resist requests
for more money — and presumably vote against new bond
issues,

-21 28
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12 An important factor that works in favor of getting
school bond issues accepted is the sirnpie fact that those
groups or, segments of soeiety that are opposed are those
least likely to cast their ballotsin these elections. The best-
educated tend to be most favorable and most likely to vote;
the least well-educated make up the group least favorable
but, at the same time, least likely to vote. This observation
holds only for the nation as a whole. This does not mean
that in some situations the opposite may not be true.

. 13. Finally, the survey helps to explain the slowness of
the schools to accept innovations. So much .effort is
consumed in keeping the schools operating and doing a
reasonably good job that little time can be_devoted by
school. officials in promoting change. The public is so
unmfcnrmed about innovations and so lacking in objective
ways of judglng school achievement that little, if any,
pressure is EXEFtEd by them to make improvermnents, or is
likely to be exerted until they are more knowledgeable in

this area.

The State of Information }l,bcjut the
Local Schools and Education

How much do you know ab:mt the local
schools, quite a lot, some, or very | rela?

No Public Parachial
National Children School School
Totals In Schools Parents Parents
% % % %
Quite a lot 18 12 27 21
Some 40 30 50 50
Very little 42 58 _ 23 29
100 100 100 100

Dcs yﬂu happen ta’knaw’ the name of the

No Public Parochial
National Children School School
Totals In Schools Parents  Parents
% % % %
Yes 56 46 &8 58
No a4 _54_ 32 42
100 100 100 100
22
24
"‘*s%?,\
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Do you happen to know the name of the
principal of the elementary school in your
neighborhood?

No Publie = Parochial

National Childran School Schoal
Totals In Schools Parents Parents

5 % %

76 47
76 24 53

100 100 100

‘E -

Yes
No

[y T~
L wd *

P
f=]
[

Do you know the name of the principal of
the high school attended by the children in
your neighborhood?

. No Public Parochial
N National Children School School
Totals In Schools™ Parents Parents

B % % . % %

Yes 40 26 58 3

No 60 74 42

100 100 100 10

e

i @

4

[}

Now, a few questions about the local school
board. First, do you happen to know the name
- of the president of the board?

Na Public Parochial
National Children Schoaol . Szhaol
Totals In Schools Parents Parents
% % % %
Yes _ - 26 21 32 EB\
Ne ] 72 76 67 72
No answer 2 - 3 1

100 100 100 100
Do you think- there is a shq:rtége of class-
room space in this community?

1 Nao Publie Parochial
National Children . School Schaool

Totals In Sehools “Parents Parents -

. % % % %

Yes 56 - 49 65 ' 5]

No 29 29 35
Don’t know/
no answer 15 22

|
éz]m 3
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per year in the public schools of your commu-
nity?

Ne Public -~ Parochial

National Children School School

Totals In Schoals Parents Parents

‘ % % % %

Gave a 5 figure 43 40 45

- Don't know 57 60 55
100 100 100 10

‘ )%‘ ‘ﬂ‘

S

Ars there many high school dropouts in this
community?

No Public Parochial
- Mational Children School School
Totals in Schools Parents Parents
% % % %
Quite a few 26 24 . 28 24
. Almaost none a1 36 46 44
Don't know 30 37 22 27
Commented: average,
sven one is 100
many, etc. 3 3 4 5

100 100 100 100

What percentage of the high school gradu-
ates from your high school go on to college, do
you think? v :
Ne Public Parochial
Natignal Children School School
- Totals In Schoals Parents Parents
% % % %

Gave an actual
% figure 6
Don’t knaw 3

65 70 75
35 30 25

100 100 100 © 100

What do you think are the biggest problems
with which the public schools in this commu-
nity must deal? '

. No Public (,Eesrt:(:hi:ai
National Children School . Sehoal
Totals in Schools Parents Parents

% % % %

Discipline : 26 27 . 24 39
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17 27 . 26
1 20 24
15 - 15 7

Teachers
Finances
integration/

segregation 1
Parents lack of T4

interest’
Transporiation
Curriculum K
Pupils lack )

of interest ’ :
Miscellaneous
There are no ’ § .

problems 4 3 \. 8 1
Don't know/ . AY

no answer 13 17 e 13

13

—-— kY
B D
—
£

12

[
—_
LR
o

B I~
[P S ]
KT~
Lk ]

Lo
e

e 134" 141 . 146°

*Totals exceed 100% due to multiple answers by respondents.

Have you read any book in the last year that
deals with education?

No Public Parochial
MNational Children School School
Totals in Schools Parents Parents
% % % %
Yes i6 15 17 19

100 100 . 100 100

What is the name of the book(s)?

i No Public Parochial
National Children Schosl School
Totals in Schools Parents Parents
% % % C %
1 title given 4 4 4
2 titles given 2 2 -
3 titles qiven -
4-6 titles given 1 . 1
No titles given 10 '

17°

B LT
b

—
(=]
-
TR

1g* 18

*Equals percent of persons reading any book dealing’'with education

during the last year.
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Communication with the Public

During the last ysar, have you received any
newsletter, pamphlet, or any other material
telling what the locai schools are doing?

Na Public Parochial
National Children School Sehoaol
Totals In Schools Parents Parents
% % . % %
- - Yes 35 ! 16 57 ' a4
N\ No . 81 81 39 52
Can't recall 4 3 4 4 7

100 100 100 . 100

During,tﬁe last month have you read any
. -articles in the newspapers about local schools?

Na Pubtic Paroachial »
National Children Schoal School ™.
Totals In Schools Parents Parents
% % % %
Yes 60 54 : 65 77
No 34 39 29 17
Can’t recall 5] 7 6 5]
100 100 100 100

Have you heard anything about local schools
. on radio during this period?

No Public Parochial

National Children School School

Totals In Schools Parents Parents
% % % %
Yes 36 32 39 ‘46
Mo 58 61 . BS 51

Can't recall 6 7 6 3 -
100 100 100 100

How about television?

No Publie Parachisl
National Children School School
Totals In Schoolz Parents Parents
% 2 %
53

%
Yes 36
) 59 ¢ 43
5 X
00

(i W
Lo QT G
aTu R

4
100

gg
zan’t recall

e
=
= |
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From your own personal viewpoint, what is
the best source of information about the jocal
schaols?. =

k1

No Public Parochial
Natianal Children . School School
Totals In Schools Parents Parents
. % % % %
Local newspaper 38 -4 i 34 46
Word of mouth: ’

own children, .

students,

neighpors = 25 21 31 15
Schéol personnel 20 7 " 23 16
Radio & TV 16 - 19 11 .18
Meetings at .

school 15 11 20 19
School publica-

tions 8
Cron't know/ ’
* no answer 6

123+ 123° 135° 126

m L] L4l
X
adt

*Totals excesd 100% due to multiple answers by respendents.

Would you like to know more about the
schools in this community?

No Public Parochial
Nationat Children School School
Totals In Schools Parents Parents
% % % %
Yes 55 77 ] 74
No f 45 23 26

10 100 100 * 100

Lod
bt

&

Same question, answers by other categories.

Don't Kn}:\;v/
Yeas No No Answer
% % %

Sex
Men
Wamen
Race
White 5 35 1
Nonwhite : L 76 24 :
{Cantinued on next page)

g 22
R

L=
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{Continued from preceding pagel

Education . <
Elementary grades 54 46
High school incomplete 66 34
High school complete 67 33
Technical, trade, or
. business school 77 22
College incompfete 75 24
College graduate : 62 37
* Occupation
Business and professional 68 32
- Clerical and sales 67 el
3 Farm a7 33
Skilled labor 70 30
Unskilled labor 73 26
Non-labor force 45 54
Age p
21 to 29 years’ 75 24
30 to 49 years 73 27
50 years and over 51 48
Religion
Protestant 67 a3
Roman Catholic 66 34
Jewish 47 . 51
All others 59 a1
Region
East 62 37
Midwest 67 a3
{"‘ South 69 30
\ West 63 37
income
fj;lj,ﬂ@ﬂ and: over 63 36
*_~T510,000 10 $14,999 73 27
L % 7,000tc & 9,999 ) 68 31
- % 5000tc$ 6,999 68 el
> $ 400005 4,999 73 27
$ 3,000tc% 3,999 54 .45
% 25001w0% 2,999 © 51 49
Under $2,499 45 54
Community size
500,000 and over 59 LY
50,000 to 489,999 69 31
25,000 1o 49,999 74 26
Un:ter 26000 68 K1
*Less than 1%
28
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) The Major Complaints

How do you feel about the discipline in the
local schools —is it too strict, not Jstrict

enough, or just about right?

Public Parachial )
) National School School
Totals Parants Parents
% % . %
Taoo strict 2 2 -
Mot strict enough 49 45 68
. Just about right 44 - 52 36
Don't know/
no answer __ & 1 B
100 100 100
Same question, answers by other categories.
’ L o
Not  Just .
Too Strict About Don‘t know/
Strict Enough Right No Answer
% % % %
L ,/
Sex y
Men 1 54 40 5. /!
- A Women 2 45 47 6 =
Race : ’ 2
White 2 47 a6 5
Nonwhite 1 69 pes] 1
Education
Elemantary grades * 53 41 6
High school incomplete 2 52 43 3 !
High school cempleie 2 50 43 5 !
Technical, trade or
business school 1 45 48 6
College incomplete 1 54 40 5
College graduate 1 36- 54 g 4 /
Occupation
Business and professional ! 432 50 7
Clerical and sales 1 48 46 5
Farm 4 42 53 1
Skilled labor . 53 A4 3 * :
Unskilled labor 2 54 29 5
Non-labor force 1 55 37 7 -

(Continued on next page)
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3 i
< {Continued from preceding page)

Age :
21 to 29 years 4 45 44 7
30 to 49 vears 1 49 46 4
50 years and over ! 52 a 5

Religion .
Protestant 1 49 - 4G 4
Roman Catholic 1 50 | 44 5
Jewish ' &8 33 9 *
All athers oo 1 a6 32 15

1 51 42 <]
2 | 47 46 5

South 1 . 47 47 5
West 2 ! BS 38 5

fncome .
$16,000 and over 1 46 48 5
$10,000 to $14,999 1 46 48 5
% 7,00010% 9,999 3 50 43 4
£ 5000105 6,999 1 49 43 7
$ 4000105 4,999 1 57 10 2
$ 3,000tc% 3999 4 a6 48 2
§ 2,50010% 2,999 81 42 7
Under 2,499 2 56 a3 2]

Community Size
500,000 and over 2 61 32 5
50,000 to 499,999 1 55 38 5]
25,000 ta 49,999 5 a6 49
Under 25,000 2 37 56 5

*Less than 1%.

Some people feel the schools do not go far
enough in regulating the way boys and girls
dress for school. Do you think there should be
greater regulation of the way children dress for
school, or less?

No Public Parachial
National Ghildren Sehool School
Totals In Schools Parents Parents
% % % %
Greater 53 55 50 63
Less i 7 7 5 4
Al nght as
Citis 38 N 42 32
No opinfon 4 _7 3 1
100 100 100 100
30
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Same question, answers by other categories,

Sax
Men
Wamen -

Race
White ®
Monwhite

Education
Elementary grades
High school incomplete
High school complete
Technical, trade, or !

business school

Coliege incomplete

Oeceupation
Business and professional
Clerical and salcs
Farm
Skilled labar
Unskilled labor
MNon-labor force

Age
21 to 29 years
20 to 49 years .
50 years and over

Religion
Protestant
Rorman Catholic
Jewish
All athers

Region
East
Midwest
South
West

Income
S} 5,000 and aver
£10,000 10 $14,999
§ 7.000t0 % 9,999
$ 5000t0% 6,999

Greater Less

% %

54 6
53 7
53 7
54 6
58 3
60 5
53 5
60 3
47 1
43 12
50 10
51 10
36 3
56- 4
58 5
55 7
44 18
53 4
58 4
53 5]
60 4
a2 14
34 22
53 5]
49 7
55 6
58 7
49 g
51 8
51 5
53 6

Al
Right
Asls
Y%

{Continued on nexr page)
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{Cantinued fram preceding page)

; § 4,000t0% 4,999 68 3 23 6
$ 3,00010% 3,999 588 8 3z 2
% 2500t0% 2,999 45 | 6 47 2
Under $2,499 57 9 25 9
Community size
500,000 and over 55 7 32 6
50,000 10 499,999 - 66 6 33 5
25,000 to 49,999 54 5 41
Under 26,000 50 5] 40 4

Attitudes Toward Teaching and Teachers

Would you like to have a child of yours take
up teaching in the public schools as a career?

. ) No Public Parochial
National Children School School
Totals In Sahools Parents Parents
% % ’ % %
Yes 75 69 81 78
No 15 18 12 14
Don’t know/ ) .
no answer 10 13 7 8
100 100 100 100

Same question, answers by other categories,

Don't Know/

Yes Ng No Answer
% o, % %
Sex
Men n 17 12
Women 78 14 8
Race
. White 74 16 10
Nonwhite 75 15 ) 10
Education
Elementary grades . 75 14 i1
High schosl incomplete 72 18 10
High schoo! complete : 73 i5 : 12
Technical, trade, or
business school 1 16 13
College incomplete 78 16 5]
College graduate 80 13 7
a2
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Occupation
Business and professional 75 15 10
Cierical and sales 76 18 6
Farm B3 16 1
Skilled labor 73 14 13
Unskilled labor 75 12 13
Non-labor force 72 18 10
Age .
21 to 29 years 65 18 17
30 to 49 years 77 14 9
50 years and over 75 16 9
Religion
Protestant 76 14 10
Roman Catholic 76 14 10
Jewizh , 63 30 7
Al others ' 59 22 19
Region
East 73 17 10
Midwest 76 13 1
South | 73 16 11
West \ 78 15 7
Incame : Y
$16,000 and émer ¥ 82 1 7
$10,000 10 $14,999 74 17 9
$ 7,000 % 9,999 74 16 10
$ 5000t % 6,999 74 13 13
£ 4000105 4,999 a3 10 7
$ 30000 § 3999 7 12 17
$ 2500w0% 2,999 60 29 11
Under $2,499 69 19 12
Community size
500,000 and aver 7 17 12
0,000 ta 499,999 73 18 9
25,000 to 49,999 82 13 5
Under 25,000 78 13 9

Do you think salaries in this community for
the teachers are too high, too low, or just about

right?
: No Fublic Parochial
National Children School Schoaol
Totals In Schools Parents Parents
‘ % % % %
Too high 2 3 2 2
Too law 33 30 35 27
Just about right 43 43 44 47
Don’t know/
no answer 22 _24 19 24
100 100 100 100
33
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Do you think teachers should be given
. automatic raises or should raises be given to
some and not to others?

' No Public Parochial
National Children School School
Totals  In Schools Parants Parants

% % % %
Yes, automatic 44 45 45 3z
No, not automatic 45 a3 47 . 51
Na opinian 1n 12 8 C13

4

: 100 100 100 100

How do you feel about teachers joining
labor unions? :

, No Public Parochial
National Children Sehool School
Totals In Schools Parants Parants ~
Those Who Are % % ) % %
In Agreament
i VYes 23 22 24 a3
. VYas, if they want
- o do so 12 11 13 4
Yes, for bargaining
power 7 "7 7 \ 8
. Yes, their own - T
union 3 .. 2
Yes, if condi-
tions justify

L
H

-l
ol
‘m“.h

) 45 43 .4
Those Who Are Against
No a3 33
Mo, itisa

profession 5 51 <. 4 ' 8
No, they are

L
L]
10
2

. . public servants i 2 LR
Nao, this would only
give them power . B :
ta strike 1 Lt 1 2
. 40 4 - a3
No opinion 3 3 3 3
Miscellaneous 1 2 i =
Don’t know/
no answer 11 11 11 5
15 16 15 8
Totals 100 100 100 100
*Less than 1% ’ )
o 34 -
) — e
~ = P - l
L% - Sl
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Note: Questiohs asked earlier this year through the Gallup Poll find
a higher proportion of respondents in favor of ‘permitting teachers
to join labor Unions. The question was worded differently, which
may account for the difference, Both, however, show majorities in
favor. : ’ ’

Do you think teachers should have the right
to sirike? ' :

_ No Public Parachial
National Children -  Seheol School
Totals In Schools Parents Parents
% % % %
Thosa Who Say “Yes”
Yes 19 19 .19 ' 19
Yes, if condi- .
tions justify 10 11, 11 10
Yes, it is their
right g 7 i _ 6
37 37 38 35
Thoses Who Say “No*
No as 37 36 39
Ng, it hurts the -
children . 11 1\ 11 11 10
Mo, public servanis -
shouid find )
another way ‘B 7 8 ) 11
Na, it sets a ’
poor example 2 2 2 2
59 57 57 62
Don’t know/ )
no answer 4 6 : 5 3
Totals 100 100 100 100

Note: Questions askad earlier this yoar through the Gallup Poll show
almost exactly the same results on the guestion of the right of
teachers to strike,

Do you think this iocal public school system
has a hard time gefting good teachers?

. No Publie Parochial

National Children School School

Totals In School Parents  Parenis
% % % %
Yes 52 49 54" 51
No 32 3 : 34 34

Don’t know/
no answer 16 _20 2 15
100 100 100 100
35
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. , m
has a hard time keeping good teachers? \j

Do you think this local public school syste

No Public Parochial

National Children - S5choal School

. Totals In Schools Parents Parents
% % % % %
Yes 48 - 46 . 49 48
No as 3 40 : 34

Don‘t know/ N

fio answer 17 .23 1 18
100 100 100 100

Do you think there are some teachers in the )
. : local public school system who should be
dropped or fired? If “yes,” why?
No Publie Parochial
National Children - School School
Totals In Schools Parents Parents
% % : % %
. Yes as 32 45 . 39
' Ma 22 19 27 15
- Don't knew/
) no answer 40 49 _28 _4a5
100 100 100 100
Raasons Why .
Incompetent 21 19 24 24
Personality :
problems 9 -7 i1 3]
Too young/
too old 5 3 7 4
Lack of communi-
eation with
children 3 2 4 4
Miscellaneous i o1 2 2
. Don't know/
! no answer 3 3 _3 4
42* 35° 51* a4+
& .
. *Exceads total replying '‘yes” because someé réspondents gave mong
— :hs;\ one answer. '

a6
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From what you know, are teachers in your

community, pretty well satisfied with their pay

and working conditions or are they dissatisfied?

i

Ne

National  Childrén
Totals in Schools

%
Satisfied 36 3
Dissatisfied as 35
Don't know/
no answer 30 a3

%

T

: 100 100

Public Parochial
School School
Parents Parents
% %
39 3
35 3
26 32

100 100

Are teachers in this community paid more

No

National Children
Totals in Sehools

% %
More 12 11
Less 17 16
About same 34 34
Don’t know/

na answer 37 39

10 100

money, or less money, than teachers in other
comparable communities?

Public Parachial
Schoaol . Sehool
Parents - Parants
g ' %
12 14
.20 1
15 36

38 3

; .
! Attitudes Toward School Boards and Their Problems

How good a job do you think the school

board does?

Public
School

Parochial
School

National Children
n h

Totals I

W
®

E xcellent 25 22
Above aver-

age 16 14
Fair 21 20
Paor, terrible 7 6
Dan’t know/

[0

na answer 3 38

Parents Parants
% Py

29 25

12

8 §|H <3
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Do you think it is politically, motivated?
That is, do local politics play a part in decisions
made by the board?

Yes

No

Don’t know/
no answer

National
Totals
%

44
38

1
100

‘\l\

Na
Childran
In Schools
%

43
35

22
100

Public
School
Parants

Paroehial
School
. Parents
%

[
L

—_
(=N 151
o | =

If someone asked you to be a school board
member, would you be interested?

Yes

No

Don’t know/
Ao answer

National

Totals
%
3
67

e

100

No
Children

In Schools

%

27

7
2

100

Why do you say that?

National

Totals

Those Whao Say “Yes™”

Interested in
helping
Am qualified

ey

A
Sie

Thase Who Say “No’

Notqualified
" Dan’t have time
Not interested
Have no children
in school

*Less than 1%

31

15
9

9

No
Children

In Schools

%

33

Public
School

Parents

%
35
64

1

100

Public
Sehool
Parents

%

Lo BN

Parochial
School
Parents

a
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Too much respon-
sibility 6 5 . 7_ 1
70 75 65 56
No answer 5 5 5 7
Totals 106* 107¢ 100 %, 100

*Totals exceed 100% due to multiple answers by res:iﬁﬂg'entsl

If someone asked you to be a school board
member, would you be interested?

s . " Don‘t Know/
Yas No No Answer
% % %
Sex ; '
Men .M 64 2
Women 29 70 1
Race
White 30 69 1
Nanwhite 40 56 4
Education
Elementary grades 13 82. 2
High school incomplete 26 73 1
High school complete 28 71 1
Technical, trade, or
. business school 40 59 1
College incomplete "5 47 2
College graduate 44 55 1
Oceupation
Business and professional 41 58 1
Clerical and sales - 36 62 2
Farm 17, 82 1
Skilled labor 29 69 2
Unskilled labor -9 89 2
Non-labor force 3 78 1
Age
21 to 29 years 52 47 1
30 to 49 years 32 63 2
50 years and over 20 78 - 2
Raligion
Protestant 30 . 68 2
Rorman Cathelic 34 64 2
Jewish ' 28 70 2
All others 37 63
& {Continued or next page)
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{Continued from preceding page)

Ragion
. East . 32 66 2
1 Midwest 32 67 1
" South , N - 6B 1
West B §| 67 2

‘Income
$15,000 and over . 37 62 1
$10,000 10 $14,999 1 58 1
$ 7,00010% 9,999 33 65 2
% 5000105 6999 27 72 1
% 4000105 4,999 28 70 .2
$ 300005 3,999 21 76 3
% 2500103 2,999 22 73 5
Under 2,499 21 78 1

Community size

600,000 and over 32 67 1
50,000 to 499,999 33 . 65- 2
25,000 10 49,999 28 . 69 3
Under 25,000 . 30 69 1

If you were to become a school board
member, what changes in the schools would
you favor? '

No Public Parochial
fational | Children School School
Totals in Schools Parents Parents
% % % %

Curriculum, K

courses,

course

content . 15 14 16 19
Professional

staff 14 i 20 13
Building & ,

facihinies 11 8 15 10
Better disci-

pline 2] 9 2] 11
Financial 4 5 4 4
Transporiation 3 2 "4 5
Segregation/

integration 2 2 1 2
Miseellaneaus 2 2 3 5

60 53 72 69

I'd make no

changes; 1t's

all right

as is 11 10 12 7

. 40
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Don't know/ -
no answer 44 50 - 36 40
T Totals 115% " 113* 120* 116*

*Totals exceed 10(36 due to multiple answers by rekpondents,

Does it work hard to improve the quality of
‘education?
s . No ~ Publie . Parochial
National . Children School School
Totals In Schools Parants Parents
Yes &9 63 63
No 11 10 16
Don’t know/
no answer 20 2

- 100 10

-y 3
[N

~dl

11, 21

100 100

(]

. Does it work hard to see that schools
) function efficiently and at the lowest cost?

No . Puhblic Parochial
National Children School School
Totals In Schoaols Parents Parents

% %
70 . 58

Yes ¥
; 1 15 19

No
. Don’t know/
RO answer 23 2

—
wm *®

]
|
B L]
[
L]

Do ygu' think that school.buildings are more
expensive than they need to be? e’

No Publie Paraochial
National Children School School
Totals In Schools Parents Parents
% % % %
Yes, in ’
general 26 27 23 33
Yes, too
fancy, too I
elaborate .14 13 13 18

. - {Cantinued on next page)
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{Continued from preceding page)

No, in o :

general 42 40- 47
No, they.are

not good )

enough "~ 7 7 7
Don’t know/*,

no answer \ 11 13 .10

g

—

\mﬂ . 100 100 1

8

Do yﬁu' think money is spent foolishly by
the school authorities or the local school
board?

No Public Parochial
Nai, onal Children School School
Totals _ In Schools Parents Parents
N % ) % % %
Yes 26 25 3
No 65 ZCI B1
Don’t know/ )

[N
[N

no answer 9 12 8

-

o |
=
-

=]

=]

100 100

Cit;,?.en Participation

Have you attended any lecture, any meeting,
or any social occasion in any local school
building during the last year?

No . Public Parachial
’ National Children School Schoal
Totals in Schools Parantis
% % %
Yes : 37 ‘ 9
1

Parents

3 17
No 59 77
No answer 4 6

S B

100 100 100 100

Same question, answers by other categories.

Don't Know/
Yes No No Answer
% % %

Men ' 33 63 4

Women 40 57 3

42
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. \
S .
Race "
White 37 60 ‘\ 3
Nonwhite a3 80 & 7
Education’ o
’ Elementary grades ¢ 14 83 ,\.\ 3
. High school incomplete 28 68 .os 4
High schoo! complete 39 57 4
Technical, trade, or N
business schoo) 40 58 2\
College incomplete 51 44 5 \
College graduate 57 . 42 1 \
Oceupation '
Business and professional 51 47 2
Clerical and sales i:] " B8 4
Farm 53 43 4
Skilled {abor 37 60 3
Unskilled labor 3 64 5
Nan-labor force ] 13 8z 5
Age : P
21 to 29 years 33 &0 7
30 to 49 years 50 49 1 .
! 50 years and aver 22 72 6
~ Religion .
Protestant 37 59 4
Rornan Catholic 39 59 2
Jewish . 23 75 2.
. All others 37 83 -
Region
East 33 64 3
Midwast 42 54 4
South 33 63 4
v West ) 44 53 3
income )
$15,000 and over 50 48 4
$10,000 to £14,999 53 44 3
$ 7,000 1% 9,999 40 58 2
% 5,000 t05 6999 34 61 5 A
% 4,000 10 5 4,999 25 7 4 =
% 3,000 108 3,999 16 81 3
s 2500t08 2,999 16 75 : 9
Under $2,498 11 85 4
Community size
500,000 and over 34 - 64 2
50,0000 499999 ' 33 81 6
25,000 1o 49,999 ' 44 56
Under 25,000 40 56 4

43
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Have 'you ever attended a school board

meeting?
National
Totals
%
Yes . 16
No ’ 81!

No Public
Children School
In Schools Parents
% %
4 18
82 a1
_ g _ . 1,
160 100

bidlong to the PTA or a

Publie
School Parents
52
48

100

5

Parochial
School,
Parants

similar

Parochial
School Parents
65

Ll o
)

100

Singe you do have children in

school, what are your reasons for not belonging
to the PTA or a similar group? ~

Yes
No

If "no”:
Nao time

Not interested
No PTA or similar group
New in this area

Health prevents attending

Miscellaneous
Don't know/na answer

21
1

";M — R

*Tatal equals number who do not belong.

If "belong to PTA’: Do you attend meetings
regularly during the school year, or not?

Regularly
Not regularly
No answer

&

22

30

B2

*Equals percent of those belonging to PTA.

24
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you do not regularly attend?

Publie Parochial
School School
Parents Parents
%
No‘time 20
Not interested 5]
Health prevents attending 1
Miscellaneous 3
Don’t know/nd answer 1

- .
PRI —-

[ ]

S

|

L]
"

*Equals percent of those not regularly attending PTA.

Financial Support -

Suppose the local public schools said they
needed much more money. As you feel at this
time, would you vote to raise taxes for this
purpase, or would you vote against raising taxes
for this purpose?

Ne Public Parochial
National Children School School
Totals In"Schaools Parents Parents
% % T % ;

Far 45 41

Against 49 : 53
Don't know/

NO answer & 6

Same question, answers by other categories.

Don't Know/
For Against No Answer
% % %

Men 47 48 5
Women 43 50 7
{Continued on next page)
45 o
LS
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Race .
White 46 49
Nonwhits. . 45 47
Education "
Elementary grades 32 60
High school incomplete . 41 54.
High school complete | 44 50
Technical, trade, or
business school 52 47
College incomplets 54 43
College graduaie &1 a4
Occupation 7
Business and professional’ 56 40
Clerical and sales 44 52
Farm o 31 62
Skilled tabor” 46 47
Unskilied laber 39 56
~Non-labor force 41 53
Age
21 to 29 years ~ 56 39
30 to 49 years a7 48
50 years and over 38 55
Religion
Protestant a7 47
Roman Cathalic 41 55
Jewish a7 51
All others 48 44
Region
East 47 48
Midwest 40 54
South ’ 50 44
West : 43 51
Income
%15,000 and over 55 41
£10,000 10 $14,999 49 47
% 7,00010% 9,999 a6 48
% 5000t0% 6999 47 50
$ 4000105 4,999 4] 52
¢ 3000108 3999 % 42 48
% 250010% 2,999 L 38 53
Under 2,499 32 61
Community size \:
500,000 and over ‘45 51
50,000,.t0 499,999, a7 46
25,000 toc 49,999 N B4
Under 25,0q0 + 46 48
46
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Did you happen to vote in the last school

bond election? -

No Public Parochial

Natianal Children School School

Totals In Schools Parents Parents

% % % - %

Yes R 36 45 49
No™ ' - 49 55 44 40
Can't recall _10_ 9 1 11
100 100 100 100

. Can you recall how you voted? Did you vote
for or against the bond?

For 26 = 21 33 22
Augainst 10 11 f 8 15
Can’t reeall B ) 4 : 4 12
4T 38t 45+ 49* .

*Total equals percent of respondents vating in last school bond
election. *

Some people say that the federal govern-
ment should pay all of the cost of a college
education. Others believe that most of the costs
should continue to be paid, as now, by parents
and students. Which would you favor?

No . Public Parachial
National Children _ School Schaol
. Tatals In Schools Parents Parents
% % % %
Federal gavern- ’ .
ment pay 16 15 17 12
Parents & stu-
dents pay 70 71 B9 70
.Federal govern-
ment & par-
ents/students 7 8 o7 9
Other methods 4 3 4 4
Don’t know/
no answer . 3 _3 3 _5
109 100 100 100
47
[ 5l
Jd
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romposition of the Sample

Analysis of Respondents

Na Public Parachial
Natonal Ehildran Sehool School
Totals In Schools Parents Parents
Base ligures 1,505 756 656 114
Percent of -
total 100% 50% 44%° 7
=Tqtal exceeds 50% because some parents have chidren
attending mare than dne kind of school.

Analysis of Number of Children Attending
Schools Whose Parents Are Respondents

Total Number of Children Attendiny Elementary
And Secondary Schools 1,578

~umber attending public schools 1,319

[un]

Number attending parochial schools 22
Number attending private day schools 20
Number attending private boarding schools 3

Number atiending nursery schools, day-care
centers, Head Start, etc. 8

Respondents are:

S6x Raw Figure -
Men AR &0
50

100

Women

Race -

Whites T Bt 89

fNonwhities 157 10

Ciners 12 1
’ 1,505 100

Could you tell me the kind of business or
industry the chief wage earner (head of house:
hold) in your immediate family warks in and
the kind of work he does there?

8

1155 !

-
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i
. Raw Figure %

Business and professional " 409 27
Clerical and sales 168 1
Farm o 70 . 5
Skilled labor 270 18
Linskitled tabar 312 21
MNon-labor force 4 243 16
Undesignated __33 _2

1,505 100

What was the last grade or class you com-
pleted in schooi?

Elerﬁév:uary grades 262 18
High school incomplete 289 18
High school complets 471 3
Technical, trade or
business school 88 51
College incomplete 200 13
College graduate 215 14
1,505 100
Did you attend the schools in the com-
mrunity in which you now live?
Yes 478 az
No 1.018 68
No answer 2] R
1,505 100
And what is your age, please?
21 to 29 years ’ 263 18
30 1o 49 years ° 674 a5
50 years and over 562 37
Undesignaied 6 *
1,605 100
*Less than 1%
What is your religious preference — Protes:
tant, Roman Catholic, or Jewish?
Protestant 1,014 67
Roman Cathalic 380 25

{Continued on next page]
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Gallup Polls of Aititudes Toward Education, 19691978

{Continued from preceding page)
Jewish ¥ 4
All others 54 4
1,505 100

(Shd%s card ‘X, side 1) Would you please
give me the letter of the group which best
represents the total annual income, before
taxes, of all of the members of your immediate
family living in your household? -

Raw Figure %
%£15,000 and over 195
$10,000 10 514,999 im 19

% 500010 % 6999 220 15
% 400010 % 4,999 . 122
€ 300010 % 3999 a8
5 250010% 2,999 5
Under $§2,499 13¢
Undesignated 26

Note: Each of-the Gallup surveys includes a section titled
“Design of the Sample.”” Because these sections are almost identical
in each survey, only the most recent is included in this compilatian.

50
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Second Annual Gallup

Poll of Public Attitudes:
Toward Education — 1970

Purpose of the Study

» purpose of the survey reported in the foilowing
pages is to measure and record the afttitudes of the
American public toward the public schools in the year
1970. Benchmarks have been set to enable change to be
measured in the years ahead. Also, some guestions have
been asked that were asked in the 1969 survey in order 10
see if any changes have occurred within the vear.

The survey is national in scope and is based upon a
representative sample of all adults, Results, it should be
pointed out, do not apply to any single community,
although they do provide a norm for comparison purposes,

As in our 1969 survey, we are pointing cut that a
realistic measure of the public’s attitude toward their
schools is the willingness of the people in a community to
assistance, A detailed analysis of the results obtained on a
series of guestions dealing with taxes and financial aid to
public and parochial schools is inciuded in this report. Since
school bond issues are being defeated with greater fre-
guency across the nation, the survev results shed light on
those groups in the nation most likely to support and to
oppose bond issues calling for greater tax increases.

Other areas covered in this survey deal with attitudes of
the public toward holding educators accountable for the
progress of students, toward giving students a voice in
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school policies and procedures, toward sex education in the

schools, and toward change and innovation. .
This study represents the joint planning of the staff of

CFK Ltd. and the staff of Gallup International. '

Research Procedure

The Sample. The sample embraced a total of 1,592
adults. It is described as a modified probability sample of
the nation.*The work was done in every area of the country
and in all types of communities, selected by random
methods, These communities, taken together, represent a
true microcosm of the nation. A full description of the
adult sample will be found at the end of this report.

The sample also included a total of 299 students, These
were boys and girls, one from almost every community
included in the adult sample, who were enrolled in either
the junior or senior classes in high schoal in April, 1970,
Demographic information about these students appears in
the section of the report entitled "“Caomposition of the
Sample.”

The Interviewing Form. Questions included in the adult
questionnaire were selected after many pretests were
conducted in the Interviewing Center maintained by the
Gallup organizations in Hopewell, New Jersey. Questions
included in the high school student questionnaire were
selected from the adult questionnaire, where applicable.
When questions on the aduht questivnnaire were not
applicable to the students, questions appearing on question-
dires previously administered to college freshmen 4y anothes
survey were used, '

Time of Interviewing. The field wez k for this study was
conducted during the peried of April i€ through 20, 1970,

Ohbservations and Condlusions

The 1970 survey of tne public’s attitrdes wward the
public schools, in addition to covering r in
embraced in the 1989 study, otfers some imporarnt clues 1o
the future. : '
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Peaple continue to have a high regard for the schools of
their community and they believe firmly that education Is
the royal road to success in America. Yet there is
undeniably a new mood in the nation with which educators
must reckon. -

Student protests, both at the high school and college
level, have, in the case of the curricula, opened the whole
issue of whether education in America is reality-related.
Students as well as adults are beginning to question the
judgment of educators — the experts.

Budgets and bond issues are being voted down in
increasing number, Evidencé of this trend is to be found in
the results of the present study. The U.S. Office of
Education reports that in the last year (fiscal 1969) school
bond issues were voted down by voters at a record rate, By
dollar value, voters approved less than 44% of the $3.9
billion in bond issues put to the electorate. The $1.7 billion
that passed ,comprised the lowest total since 1962. A
decade ago 80% of such bond issues were approved.
__The-costs of education, as is true of everything else,

~— increase constantly, and it is perhaps inevitable that as these

costs mount, taxpayers are likely to become increasingly
critical of educational policies.

When people read or hear about the lack of discipline in
the schoolrooms of their own community — and the in-
ability of administrators to cope with these and other
problems = they see their tax money being wasted and the
whole purpose of the schools perverted.

Few citizens take the time and trouble to inquire into

.. the causes of these difficulties, or to appraise, gbjectively

the merits of the case from the educators’ point of view,
The end resuit, consequently, is likely to be another vote
cast against the new bond issue or next year's budget.

Up to this point in history, the majority of citizens have
been quite wiiling to take the word of the school board and
of the teachers and administrators that the schools are
doing a good job. They have looked with pride on the
community's school buildings and its winning football or
basketball teams. These have been good enough tc convince
many that the local schools are good, But evidence in the
present study indicates that this way of judging the guality .
of education may be in for a change.

Most would like to have more objective data on student
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achieverment. In fact, the proportion who would like to
have national tests administered in the local schools as a
way to measure student ﬁragregﬁ%nd achievement and to
compare progress with other schools is at a high level, as
reported in this study. )

One other fact needs to be pointed out. More than half
of all parents of children in the schools today have had the
advantage of some high school or college education, They
can fall back on their own educational experience as a way
to judge the progress of their children, something that was
not possible a generation or two ago.

The well-educated parent is pro-education, He is the one
most likely to vote in a school election, and he is most
likely to vote yes on financial issues. Yet he is also likely to
be more critical of school policies and the achievement or
lack of achievement shown hy his own children,

The public has an appetite for more information about
the schools and what they are doing or trying to do. tf the
schools hope to avoid financial difficulties in the years
ahead, they need to give far greater attention to this task of
informing the public. And it isn‘t simply a matter of
“selling’” present policies. Public relations is a two-way
street. It is important to tell the public about the schools,
but it is also incumbent upon the schools 1o listen to the

meet just criticisms.

The Public Names the Biggest Problem
Facing the Public Schools

The public again, in 1970, cites discipline as the greatest
problem aof the schools in their own communities. Next in
order of mention come the problems of integration/segrega
tion {busing), the problem of getting financial support for
the schools, “good’’ teachers, and improving school build-
ings and facilities, The use of drugs and dope by students is
mentioned often enough to place this relatively new
problem in sixth place.

When those interviewed are asked specifically about
disciptine, only 2% say that discipline is “"too strict.” Slight-
ly more than half (53%) say that discipline is 'not strict
enough.” Another 31% say it is “just abaut right”” and the
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remainder (14%) say they ‘‘do not know.”

During the year the percentage of those saying that
discipline is “not strict enough” has climbed four points.
Parents of children enrolled in public schools are evenly
divided between saying that discipline is ''not strict
enough’* and that it is “just about right.” Persons who have
parochial schools are of the belief that discipline is not
striet enough in the public schools, Negro parents are even
more critical of the public sehools on the point of
discipline,

Surprisingly, more students say that discipline is “not
strict enough” than say it is ‘‘too strict.” The majority
(60%) say that discipline is just about right.”

Who, should assume more responsibility for correcting
this situation? -

When those who say that discipline is “not strict
enough” are asked this question, a plurality of the adults
say ‘‘the school” — teachers, administrators, or the schoaol
board. Stightly fewer adults say the parents should assume
more responsibility. When the same question is put to the
high seheol -juniors and seniors who say that discipline is
“not strict enough,” the majority hold the teachers and
school administrators responsible — not the parents.

In the report on.discipline which was included in the
first annual audit of education in 1969, it was pointed
out that overall attitudes toward the schools are likely to be
prejudiced by what the public believes is too much laxity or
permissiveness in matters of discipline. :

Parents are even more in favor of spanking than are
teachers. When the National Education Association Re-
search Division surveyed classroom teachers recently, it was
found .that 57% favor spanking. When parents of public
school’ students were interviewed in this Second Annual
Survey, 66% were in favor of spanking. A total of 29%
disapproved, 5% had ‘‘no opinion.” The issue of corparal
punishment is becoming more widely discussed chiefly
because of the lack of discipline and the increased
disruption of the classrooms by students. Every one of the
50 states, with the' exception of New Jersey, permits
corporal punishment, although many schools have banned

. the practice. In many communities teachers have insisted

on.spanking rights in order to maintain discipline.
55
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Teacher and Administrator Accountability

With- the cost of maintaining the public schools rising
year by year, the- public’s demand for some kind of
measurement of student progress is certain to grow. There
are obviously many factors that cannot be taken fully into
account in the rating of schools. However, the argument
that communities differ so greatly and that the home
environment of students varies so much that comparisons
are impossible can be answered to a large extent by present
research techniques which permit the matching of samples.
The computer can overcome many of the earlier problems
of comparing one community with another and one school
system with another,

Included in the interviewing form in the present survey
were several questions designed to approach the subject of
accountability in various ways. '

The first gquestion asked:

Would you like to see the students in the local

- schools be given national tests so that their educa-

tional achievement could be compared with students
in other communities?

The adult public approves this idea. In fact, the vote on this
question was 76% in favor, 16% opposed.

Another question presented the issue of greater account
ability more directly:

Would you favor or oppose a system that would
told teachers and administrators more accountable
for the progress of students?

The result was very much the same. A total of 67% of the
adults voted in favor, 21% opposed the idea, and the
remaining 12% had “no opinion.”

Going one step further, another question asked:

Should each teacher be paid on the basis of the
quality of his work or should all teachers be paid on a
standard scale basis?
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This question, ot course, assumes that “'quality of work” of
a teacher can be determined in an objective marnner —
which many doubt. The principle of paying anyone on a
standard basis — and overlooking his individual effort and
success — runs counter to the prevailing ethos of the'nation,
especially in occupations that are regarded as professional.
The results of this question indicate that adults regard
teachers as they do other professional groups — 58% believe
teachers should be paid on the "guality of work’ and 36%
believe teachers should be paid on a “’standard scale basis.”

A question about “tenure’’ probed this same area. The
question asked was designed chiefly to gauge reactions to
the general principle of tenure:

Many states have “‘tenure’’ laws, which means that
a teacher cannot be fired except by some kind of
court procedure. Are you for giving teachers tenure
or are you against tenure? ' .
In reply to this question, 35% of the adults said they
favored tenure laws, 53% opposed them.

In recent years, teacher organizations have become
active in their own interest in many cities and sections of
the nation. The adult public was asked this question:

Have teacher organizations gained too much power
over their own salaries and working conditions?

The response throughout the nation was 26% yes, 53% no.

Student Power

Parents and high school juniors and seniors hold widely
differing views on the role students should play in
determining such matters as curriculum, teachers, school
rules, and school dress. Most .parents, in each instance,
believe that students "'should not have more say’ about
what goes on within the school. Students, on the other
hand, believe they should, The nearest the two groups come
to agreeing is in the case of teachers — but even there the:
spread is 31 percentage points in their views,

The differénces are revealed in the following results:
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Should high school students have more say about
what goes on within the school on matters such as
curriculum? teachers? school rules? student dress?

Na
Yes No Opinion
% Ya %

Curriculum?
Parents af children

in public schools 40 55 5
High=school juniors

and seniors 83 15 2
Teachers? -
Parents of children

in public schools 22 74 - 4
High school juniars

and seniors 53 43 4
School Rules?
Parents of children

in pubstic schools as 58 4
High schaol jumors

and senors 77 22 1
Siudent Dress?
Parents of children .

in pubhic sehools 40 56 4
High school juniars -

and seniars 76 23 1

Also. in the matter of awareness of student protests, a
wide difference is found between students and- parents.
When asked if there have been any student protests in the
schools during the present year (that is, between 5ep-
tember, 1969, and April, 1970} nearly four in 10 of the
students interviewed said yes, whereas only two in 10 of
parents said there had been such protests,

Financial Support for the Public Schools

Opposition to voting more taxes for the local public

schools increased during the year. This, of course, must be
interpreted against a background of many developments in
the economy — higher real estate taxes, inflation, and a
greater struggle on the’ part of most families to make ends
meet.
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.How to obtain adeﬁuate financial su pport is perhaps the
most serious problem of the puhlic schools in the United
States, and a problem that needs more attention on the part

of school administrators and school board members,

Persons in the iowest income and education levels are
found to be most opposed to meeting new financial needs,
On the other hand, these are the persons least likely to get
to the polls on election day. Even so, opposition to paying
more taxes for the schools is apparently growing even -
among those who normally could be expécted to vote on
this issue,

The vote by age levels, by level of education, and by
those who have children in the publie schaﬂls as opposed to
those who do not, is instructive.

u

Suppose the local public schools said they needed
much more money. As you feel at this time, would
you vote to raise taxes for this purpose, or would you
vote against raising taxes for this purpose?

No
Far Against Opinion
% k] %
Age of Respondents
1 - 29 years 44 49 7
30 - 49 years 40 58 a
50 years and over 3z 60 8
Edueation of Respondents
Elerentary grades 28 63 Q
High school incomplete a3 G0 7
High school complets 33 61 [
Technical, trade, or
husiness schaol 48 48 4
Coliege incomplete , 47 48 5
. College graduate T 61 33 6 .
Children in Schoal
Pubilic school parents 43 a4 3
Parochial school parents 37 58 5
No ghildren in schooi 35 57 a8

A ma]mrlty of those questioned across the nation would
like to transfer some of the burden of supporting the local
schoals from local real estate taxes to the state government,
Whether this attitude springs from a genuine concern for
the property owner or iron. the belief that respondents, as
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taxpayers, have to pay less if the state pays more is not
apparent in the data. The vote in favar of asking the state
government to bear a greater share of local school expenses
is 54% to 34%. ;

In the poorer communities, where education costs per
child are 'likely to be almost as great as in the richer
communities, the shift.would come as welcome and needed
relief. 1t appears then, that the long-term trend is likely to
be in the direction of lessening the burden on real estate to
provide for the financial needs of the public school system,

Tax Aid for Parochial Schools

A hotly debated issue in many states is the extent to
which parochial schools should be given financial aid by
government sources. The Supreme Court has still to rule on
important aspects of this issue. But at the present time, the
public is willing to give favorable consideration to those
who claim that such financial aid is needed to help the
parochial schools make ends meet,

The question asked:

It has been proposed that some government tax
money be used to help pargchial schools make ends
meet. How do you feel about this? Do you favor or
oppose giving some government tax money to help
parochial schools?

The vote on this issue was fairly close, with 48% in favor
of giving some government tax maney to parochial schools
and 44% opposed.

When the vote is analyzed by groups, it is seen that
parents of children in the public schools are evenly divided;
parochial school parents are understandably in favor — but
not to the extent that one might expect.

The Allotment (Voucher) System..

Some nations follow a plan of alloting a certain sum of
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money for the education of each child. The parents can

of a parochial school, This proposal, now referred to in the
United States as the “‘voucher plan,” will actually be tried
experimeritally during the next few years.in test commu-
nities, according to present plans,

Sentiment is rather evenly divided on adopting this
proposal here in the United States, with a slight majority
opposed, Theé national figures last spring were 46% op-
posed, 43% in favor. Parents of children in the public
schools opposed by a vote of 49 to 41; those whose
children were enrolled in parochial schools favored this plan
by a vote of 48 1o 40.

The vote was close enough to give real concern to those
who believe the voucher pian carries with it a real threat to
the quality of public school education.-

Sex Education in the Schools

By an overwhelming majority, parents expressed their
approval of sex education in the public schools. The vote of
parents was 72% in favor to 22% opposed. Lowest approval
was found among those who had no children of schoal age,
yet even in this group the favorable vote was two to one,

In the opinion of a majority of parents with children

- enrolled in the public schools, sex education should include

a discussion of birth control, The vote in favor was nearly
two to ohe — actually 60% to 32%.

The same liberal viewpaint came to light in the results of
a question which asked if married girls who attend high

school and who are pregnant should be permitted to attend.
In the case of parepts, the vote was 49% in favor to 46%

children in school, the vote was almost a standoff — 46% in
favor, 47% opposed.

The same thren questions were put to high school juniors
and seniors, Predictably, they were even more liberal in
their views than were their parents. A total of 89% favored
sex education courses; 82% approved of discussions of birth

- control; and 57% believed married pregnant high school

girls should be permitted to attend classes.
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Use of Drugs

The American public has become aware of a serious drug

" problem in their own publie schools.

Even in the less densely populated areas of the country,
there is increasing recognition of drug usage among school
children. The figures for different areas of the country and
for different sizes of communities are Instructive.

’ ’ 4
Marijuana and other drugs are inereasingly being
used by students. Do you think itis a serious problem
in your public schools?

Daon’t
Yes Mo Know
e Y %
Araa of Couniry
East [13] 19 12
3% 112 ML et b 17
South i 25 15
Waest : it 12 10
Size of Community
500,000 and 0w 17 11 i2
50,000 - 499 449 14 11 13
25,000 - 4¢ i i) 10 15
Unser 25 000 48 3G 16

Interestingly, students differed somewhat with their
parent:. as to the seriousness of the problem in their own
schoals. While two out of three adults {actually 64%) said
the problem is serious, only 3094, of high schoo! juniors and
seniors agreed. . )

There was not much canviction on the part af either
addits or students that the schools are “doing a good job of
teaching the bad effects of drug use.” In the case of adults,
the number who said the schoals are not doing a good job,
or have no opinion, adds up to 61%. .

High school juniors and seniors were about evenly
divided on this issue, 48% saying the schools are doing a

. gyod job of teaching the had effects of drugs, 45% saying

Change and Innovation
Stutlents were far more critical of the curricutum than
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were their parents. A clear majority of high school juniors
and seniors believed that the schoo! curriculum in their own
community “needs to be changed to meet today’s needs.”
Parents by almost the same percentage said 8 curriculum
is all right as it is, Stated in percentages, the students by a
vote of 58 to 40 said the curriculum needs to be changed;
their parents by-a vote of 59 to 33 said it is satisfactory as
itis, )

The same generation gap came to light on a question
which dealt specifically with innovation. Forty-three per-
cent of students interviewed expressed the opinion that
"“the local public schools are not interested enough in trying

local schools are too ready to try new ideas.” in the case
of parents of public school children the vote was nearly
even, 20% saying the schools are not interested enough in

~=e . trying new ideas, 21% saying they are "too ready.” The
remainder had no opinion or said that the schools, in
respect to trying new ideas, are "‘just about right.”

Year-Around Schools

The question of keeping the schools open the year
around to utilize school buildings and facilities to the full _
extent did not receive majority support either on the part \
of parents or of high school students. Yet it should be
-pointed out that, with educational costs mounting yearly,
there is an important part of the population who do believe
this idea has merit,

The favorable vote on this idea last April was rather
considerable, A total of“42% of all adults favored it: 50%
opposed; 9% had no opinion,

. Rather surprisingly, 40% of the students themselves
. liked the idea; 58% opposed it

' In an earlier study, it was found that many parents

oppose the idea of year-around schools chiefly because they

believe such a change would interfere with their own

vacation plans. With more and more parents taking winter

© vacations — or choosing some time of the year other than

July and August — opposition to this plan can be expected

‘to decline, especially if it can be substantiated that real

economies will ensue.
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The Major Problems

What do you think are the biggest problems
with which the public schools in this commu-

nity must deal?
High
No . Public Parochial School
National Children School Schoo!  Juniors &
Totals In School Parents Parents Seniors
% % % % %
Discipline . 18 18 18 20 7.
Integration/ ot .
segregation 17 19 14 14 21
Finances 17 14 20 23 12
Teachers 12 11 15 12 21
Facilities 1M B8 14 1 24
Dope/drugs 1 10 12 12 13
Curricuium [ 5 8 4 11
Parents’ lack
of interest 3 3 3 3 1
Transportanan 2 3 2 2 3
School board —
policies 2 2 3 1
- School adminis-
stration 1 t 2 1 3
Pupils’ lack
of interest i 1 1 2 5
Miscellansous 3 3 3 2 =
There are
no problems 5 3 7 5 2
Don't know/
no answer 18 21 11 18 5
126° 120° 133 130° 146°
tLess than 1%.
*Totals exceed 100% becadsy sQine tespondents gave more than one
ANSWEr. :

How do you feel about the discipline in the
local public schools = is it o0 strict, not striet
enough, or just about right?

¥

. High

Na Public Parochial School
4 _ National Children School School  Juniors &

Totals InSchool Parents Parents Seniors

% % % % %

Too strict 2 2 2 2 15

Mor strict
enough 53 57 48 50 ‘23
64
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right 31’ 21 47 37 60
Don't know/
no answar 14 20 3 11 2
100 100 100 100 100
Same question, answers by other categories.
Not  Just Don't
Too Strict About Know/
Strict  Enough Right No Answer
% % % %
Sex .
Men 2 b4 3 13
Women 2 52 3 15
Race
White 2 52 32 14
Nonwnite 4 62 21 13
Education
Elementary grades 1 55 28 16
High school incomplete 2 56 32 10
High school complete 2 50 35 13
Technical, trade, or
+  business school 1 62 16 21
College incomplete 3 55 26 16
College graduate 2 47 39 12
* Qccupation
Business and professional 1 52 32 15
Cierical and sales e} 52 34 11
Farm 3 42 51 4
Skilled labor 2 54 N 13
Unskilled labor 3 57 30 10
Non-labor force t 53 24 23
Age
21 to 29 years 4 41 as 20
30 1o 49 years 2 51 38 g
50 years and over t 61 24 15
Religion
Protestant i 53 33 12
Roman Cathohc 2 56 27 15
Jewish 54 25 21
All others 3 44 3 22
Ragion
East 2 54 28 16
Midwest T 58 3 11
South 3 48 36 13
West 1 52 29 18
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] ¢ sntinued from precuding page)
income
15,000 and over t 47 40 13
$£10,000 1o 514,949 2 58 27 12
% 7,0001w0§ 9,999 2 52 34 12
% 50001w0% 6,999 1 56 30 o3
% 4,000 tos 4,999 3 a7 36 14
% 3,000 0% 3,999 54 37 g
spuaplnder 52,999 3 5 21 25
Communily size
500,000 and over 1 Gi 23 14
50,000 1o 499,999 1 58 26 11
25,00 1o 49,999 70 22 ¥ ]
Under 25,000 3 44 40 14

tLess than 1%.

if [discipline] *‘not strict enough,” ask: Who
should assume more responsibility for correct-
ing this situation?
High
Mo Public Parochial ~School
National Children Scheal  School Juniors &
Totals inSchool Parents Parents Senors

% % % Y %
Teachers 16 16 16 17 12
Schaol adminis- y
tratign 16 17 186 12 7
Parents 30 a3 24 29 4
School board 6 6 ] g 2
Students 2 2 2 3 5
. Others 2 3 1 f
Don't know 2 2 1T 2 1
74° 79° 64-° 71 kI

tLiss than 1%. .
*Totals exceed percentage replyinig "not sriet enough’™ in previous
ré than ong answer.

fjuestions Hecause some rissprondents gave 0

Spanking and similar forms of physical
punishment are permitted in the lower grades
of some schools for children who do not
respond to other forms of discipline. Do you
approve or disapprove of this practice?

]
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High

No Public Parochial School
National Children School School Juniors &
Totals InSchool Parents Parents  Seniors

% % % % %
Approve 62 60 56 66 40
Disapprove 33 34 29 31 56
No opinion 5 6 5 _ 3 4
100 1040 100 100 100.

Marijuana and other drugs are increasingly

being used by students. Do you think it is a

serious problem in your public schools?

High
No Publie Parochial School

National Children School School Juniors &
Totals In School Parents Parents  Senijors

% % % % %
Yus 64 69 56 69 39
Na 22 15 31 18 59
Don‘t know 14 15 13 13 2"
100 100 100 100 100
Do you feel that the loca! public schools are
doing a good job of teaching the bad effeets of
drug use?
High
No Public Farochial School

National Children School School Juniors &
Totals In Sechool Parents Parents  Seniors

: % % % % %
Yes ) 39 34 a7 39 49
No 25 26 24 24 45
Don't know 36 40 29 37 __6

100 100 100 100 100

Have there been any demonstrations protest-
ing school policies or procedures in your public
schools during this present school year?

1
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P High
No Public Parochial School
National Children School School  Juniors &
Totals In School Parents Parents  Seniors
. % % % % %
Yes 19 18 9 18 39
No 64 56 74 59
Doan't know V7 __ 26 8 2
100 100 1

T
Il

=] ‘m [l

100 100

=]

Teacher and Administrator
Accountability

Would you like to see the students in the
local schools be given national tests so that
their educational achievement could be com-
pared with students in other communities?

High

No Public Parochial Schoal

National Children School  School Juniors &

Totals In f-hool Parents Parents  Seniors
Yes 75 74 75 80 76
No 16 14 19 ° 18 23
No.opini 9 12 6 ) 1

o
3

j 100 100 100 100 100

Do you think the students here would get
higher scores than students in similar commu-
" pities, or not so high?

High
No Public Parochial School
" National Children School School Juniors &
" Totals InSchool Parents Parents Seniors
% % % % %
Qur students
higher’ 21 18 25 21 26
Our students
not s
high 15 15 18 14 19
About the
same 44 44 40 49 a7
Don't know 20 23 17 16 8
oo

4 100 100 100 10
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Should each teacher be paid on the basis of
the quality of his work or should all teachers be
paid on a standard scale basis?

High
No Public Parochial School
National Children . School School Juniors &
Totals InSchool Parents Parents Seniors
% % % % %
Quality of ’
work 58 5 G ! 59
Standard scale
basis s 39
No opinion -___6B 2
100

4
o]
it
[y
]

%
~ B
L
m
L
W L

8
@;_
8
é‘

Would you favor or oppose a system that
would hold teachers and administrators more
‘accountable for the progress of students?

High
No Public Parochial School
National Children School School Juniors &
Totals In School Parents Parents  Seniors
% % % % %
Favor 67 66 68 71 65
Oppose 21 21 21 19 29
No apinion 12 13 11 10 5

100 100 100 100 © 100

i

5

Many states have “tenure” laws, which means
that a teacher cannot be fired except by some
kind of court procedure. Are you for giving
teachers tenure or are you against tenure?

High
B No Parochial School
National Children £ School Juniors &
Totals In School Parents Parents  Seniors
% . % % %
For 35 38 29 = 28
Against 53 .
No opimion 12 14 _ _10
100 100 100 100 1
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Have teacher organizations gained too much
power over their own salaries and working
conditions? P

L High
No Public Parochial Schoaol
National Children Schoel School Juniors &
Totals |n School Parents Parents  Seniors
% % % ' %

27 25

49 58
__24 17
100 100 1

.

Yes
No
No opinion

[N N
=L
- Y

—
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How do you feel about having guidance

they are worth the added cost?

High
. No Public Parochial School
National Children Schoaol School Juniors &

tals In School Parents Parents  Seniors
; % %

% %

o

Yes, worth
it 73 69
Not, not .
waorth it 16 17 i4 12 16
No opinian 11 14 1 9 1
100 100 100 100 100

o
Pnd

79 83

Student Power

Should high school students have more say

about what goes on within the schoo! on

- matters such as curriculum? teachers? school
rules? student dress? ;

High

No Public Parochial School

National Children School School  Juniors B

Totals In School Parents Parents  Seniors

% % % - % %
Curriculum

Yes 38 36 40 42 83
No 53 53 55 51 15
No opinian J i1 5 7 2

] 2
100 ??DD - 100 100 100
70
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{Continued an next page)
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8

Teachers
Yes 22 22 22 20 53
No 72 70 74 76 43
o opinion 3] 8 4 4 4
' 100 100 100 100 100
Schaol rules
Yes 36 34 38 39 77
No 58 58 58 58 22
No opinion & . 8 4 3 1
100 100 100 100 100
Stwident dress
Yes 37 35 40 32 76
No 57 57 56 64 23
No opinion 6 __ B 4 4 1
100 100 100 100 100
Financial Support
Suppose the local public schools said they
needed much more money, As you feel at this
time, would you vote to raise taxes for this
purpose, or would you vote against raising taxes
for this purpose?
: No Public Parochial
National Children School School
Totals In School Parents Parents
. % % % %
For 37 35 43 37
Against 56 57 53 58
Don't know/
g answer 7 8 _4 _5
100 100 100 100
Same question, answers by other categories.
; Den’t Know
For Against No Answer
% % ’ %
Sex .
Men 38 56 6
Waomen 37 56 7
Race
White 38 56 5]
Nonwhite 35 58 7
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(Continued from preceding pagel

Education
Elementary grades 28 63 9
High school incomplete 33 A0 7
High school complete 33 61 3]
Technical, trade, or /
business school 48 a8 4
College incomplete 47 48 5
College graduate 61 33 6
Oecupation
Business and professional 54 40 6
Cleriea! and sales 38 58 4
Earm az 65 3
Skilled labor 34 61 5
Unskitied labor 29 63 8
Non-labor force 3z 59 9
Age :
21 to 29 years 45 48 7
30 1o 49 years 40 56 4
50 years and over 32 60 8
Raligion
Protestant 36 57 7
Roman Cathaolic 36 59 5
Jewish 59 11
Al others 15 43 12
Region
East 41 54 5
Midwest 34 58 3]
South 36 57 7
West a9 55 5]
Incoma
£15,000 and over 49 a7 4
10,000 to $14,999 41 55 4
$ 7.000t05 9,999 40 55 5
% 5,000w% 65999 i 59 10
$ 4000t0% 4999 33 56 11
$ 3000103 3999 27 66 7
Under $2,999 27 64 9
Community size
. 500,000 and over 38 56 [
50,000 to 499,999 +36 57 7
25,000 to 49,999 49 44 2
Under 25,000 37 57 6

It has been suggested that state taxes be
increased for everyone in order to let the state
government pay a greater share of school
expense and to reduce local property taxes.

72
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+ “Vould you favor an increase in state taxes so
that real estate taxes could be lowered on local

property? )

No Public Parochial

National Children School School '

Totals In Sehool Parents Parents
% % % %
For 54 54 53 61
Against 34 . 34 36 32
No opinion 12 12 - n 7
100 100 100 100

Tax Aid for Parochial and
Private Schools

tax money be used to help parochial schools
make ends meet. How do you-feel about this?
Do you favor or oppose giving some govern-
ment tax money tn help parochial schools?

High

No Public Parochial School

National -Children Schooal School Juniors &
Totals In School Parents Parents  Seniors

% % % % %
Favor 48 47 47 59 56
Oppaose 44 44 47 33 36
No opinion 8 9 _6 B 8
© 100 100 . 100 100 100
In some nations, the government allots a
certain amount of money for each child for his
education. The parents can then send the child
to any public, parochial, or private school they
choose. Would you Jike to see such an idea
adopted in this country?
High

No Public Parochial School
National Children School School Juniors &
Totals In School Parents Parentz  Seniors
- : % % % %
Favor 43 43 41 48
{Continued on next pagel}
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/ {Continued from preceding page)
Oppose 46 L15 48 40
Mo opinion 11 11 11 12

= 100 100 100 100 101

[
S|~

Sex Education in the Schools

Do you approve or disapprove of schools
giving courses in sex education?

High
? No Public Parochial School
National Children School School  Juniors &
Tatals InSchool Parents Parénts  Seniors
% % % % %
Approve 65 81 72 71 29
Disapprove 28 32 22 22 8
No apinion 7 7 =] 7 3
100 . 100 100 100 100

®

Would you approve or disapprove if these
courses discussed birth contral? ’

High
No Public Parochial School
National Children School School Juniors &
Totals  In School Parents Parents  Seniors
a % % % %
Approve 56 0 63 82
Disapprove 35 2 28 12
No opinion 9 - 1C 8 g 6
100 100 100 100 100

— L3 L
I T M

Some girls get married nggre they are
through high school. If they become pregnant,
should they be permitted to attend?

High .
No Public Parochial School
National Children School School Juniors &
Totals In School Parents Parents  Seniors
% % % "% %
Yes 456 a5 a9 48 57
No 47 a7 46 48 38
No opinion 7 8 5 5] "5

100 100 100 100 100
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Change and Innovation,

Do you feel that iﬁé"iq;ai public schools are
not interested enough in frying new ways and
' methods or are they ‘too ready to try new
ideas? - N
*  High
v No Public Parochial School
' R Natiodal Children  School- School  Juniors &
Totals InSchool Parents Parents Seniors
- % % % % %
Not interested |
enough | Fit 2 els} S 43
Too ready ta.
try new ideas 2 20 21 25 19
Just about
right 32 25 42 36 34
Don’t know _ 27 34 17 23 _ 4
100 100 100 100 100

Do you think the school curriculum in your °
community needs to be changed to meet
today’s needs or do you think it already meets
today'’s needs?

-

No P

High
ublic Parochial Schoaol

National Childreri 3choal Sthool  Juniors &

Totals In Schuol Parents Parents Seniors

% % % % %

Needs to be T
changed a1 31 33 28 88
. Already meets -

needs 46 36 59 57 41

No opinion 23 a3 8 15 1

100 100 100 100 190

Year-Around Schools

To utilize school buildings to the full extent,
would you favor keeping the schools open the .
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High

Mo fargehiy  Zuhoo!
National  Children  Sch Sehou!  umars B
Totals in School FParents Fargmva 3erniors
% H %, g )
ADDErYse 42 4a} 36 40
Dhsapiae ave X 45 45 57 5
N_{f; S ] (3] B 1 B Z L’
1L 100 1030
Aititudes Toward Getting More
information Abuut the Pablic Schools
Would you like to know more about the
publiz schools in this comunuiity 7
H
N Foiblie Parsehal | Bee
Childeen  School  Grpesl June.
i Schao Parenty Pasents Banmiars
¥ r AH H 53
fnd . At an
N AT S 3%
v & o 1
10 100

fan question, answeee by Gt cateqories.

Gan't Know/

Ff!¥
Sax
M. 14 J1ia
Wiy o8 41)
HAace

Wi e
[ ERE ARt

Eduzation

Eracravntary 4l it Bt
Fhagt schinal s gyl E 44
Haggho sanua! (515 e i1 i2 )
Technigal e, i

Pusiness sehoo! 54 a5
Collegs ingamplete Y= 40
Cortlege grachuais - 43 527

§3

No Answer
k)

=t

Ll b

-
Hal

MRy -
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Occupation
Business 3nd professional 56 432 2
Clerica: & d salen 55 43 2
Farm 57 41 2
Sk.led labor 51 a7 2
Unskilled laber 62 36 2
Nan-labor farce 42 54 4
Age
21 1o 29 years 66 KR 3
30 to 49 years 61 a7 2
E}b vears and aver 41 56 3
Religion
Protestant 53 45 2
Romgn Catholic 51 a7 2
Jewish 73 25 2
All others . B0 37 a
Region ¢
East 56 432 P
Rlicdhwest 48 49 2
South 59 ° 37 4
West LE 51 1
Ircame
%15,000 andd aver 51 4
510,000 to 514 959 41 ]
% 700010 % 9,999 40 1
$ 50000 % 6,999 43 :
5 4000t0 % 4,59 52 2
§ 3000105 3999 a7 6
Under 32,999 449 &
Community si<
500,000 a1 guer B .3 Z
50,000/t 499,999 53 a5 1
25 ,D(‘)gm 499949 56 a4
Undér 25,000 51 44

How would you appraise vour ability to
convey your thoughts in writing? read with
speed and comprehession? :peak rorrectly,
fluently, effectively? develop new ideas, new

, solutions?
All Students
Abave Below
Excellent Average Average Average
. % % Y %
Convey your
thaughts in .
writing 7 28 60 4
1 {Cont.nued on next pagel
717

84

Banr
3!‘!



Gatlup Polls of Attitudes Toward Education, 1962-1978

(Continued fram preceding pagel

Redd with speud
and campre

.-,

hensian il
Speak correctly,
T T, Huently, ef
' aclively, 7
Devela;. rnw
ey, new
salutinns b}
- Would vyou

34 43 12 1
25 57 A
i) 50 7

say that your vocabulary is

excellent, above average, average, below aver-

age, poor?

All sturfents 4

Composition of the Sample

26 67 7

Anatysis of Resprndents

National Adults

No children in scnoois
Pubiic school parents
Parochial school parents

*Torgls ev oeid A47% b

foee thagn oow koo o

56"
364
13%°

Lser £y pnp e i have ehiedren atrengd: ity

High \Schcml Juniars and Semors

Pubstic school students
Parochial school students
Private school students -

Sex
Men
Waitwn

Race .
White
Monwhite

i

O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Al Adults Seniors

Y %

48 49

52 51

00 100

] 829

o 11

100 100
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Second Aniu:al Poll

- Religion

Fraotestant 64 54
Roman Cathole 26 31
Jewish ) 3
Others S 1z

1006

s Age

21 1o 29 years 20

30 1o 49 years 38

50 years and over 42

100
Under 15 years 4
16 years 24
17 years 49
18 years 20
19 vears and aver 3
100

Oeccupation

Business and proteswaonal 23 Z8
Clerica oA s,ie, ! 1 13
Farm 6 2]
Skifivd lubor 149 27
lnskeiibeet abanr 2y 19
Nan -t foree 19 7
e . 2 a
100 0

=15 IHND 20t ayves 11
10,000 i0 $14,94d 9 RIE
Y0005 Bt 19 16
FEM0tn5 6, 18 20
F 0MW s A G 5
; G 4
11 3
Unriesignated ] 3
100 100
E a5t 24 ' 71
Midwest 29 40
L 6 286
16 5
100 100

and o et 29
B0y ¢ 499,999 22

(¢, 1o aid on next e gl
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v yptineod o areceding pagel

25,000 t0+"
Under 25.0.

Educatii -
Elemen:, ‘¢ E
High s£9 plete
High . . canplee
Techmcal, trade, or
business school
Callege incomplats
College graduate
Undesignated

2 3
43 46
100 100
25
16 =
30 Y

E
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Chapter 4

Third Annual Gallup

Poll of Public Attitudes
Toward Education — 1971

Purpose of the Study

The survey reported here was sponsored by CFK Lid. as
part of an annual series designed to measure and torecord
the attitude of American citizens toward their public
schools,

Each year mew areas are covered, as new problems arise,

trends. ]

The survay this year dealt at length with the problem of
school financss, and particularly with possible economies
that might be sffected. This proved fortuitous, since the
survey jtself brings to light the fact that in the minds of the
people finance i= the tiguest problem facing the pubioc
schools of the na."on,

f3wearc, Procedur:

The Samp-> 7 senple gmbracad a total of 1,562
adults. It is desci. 20 as a modified probability sample of
e nation. Interviewing was conducted in pvery area of the
- untry and in all types of communities. There communi-
2%, 'aken together, represent a true microcos of the
nation. '

& sepugratle survey was undertakan to learn the views of
vo.nn men and women. This sample embraced 229

a1

58 -
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students who are presently enrolled in either the junior of
senior class in high school.

The Interviewing Form. Questions inclucled in the
questionnaire were selected after many pretests canducted
in the interviewing center maintained by the Zallup
arganiZations in Hopewell, N..J, ‘ ¢

Time of Interviewing. The fi-1d work for this study was
conducted during the period ot April 20 through 25, 1971.

Major Probiems Confronting
The Public Schools in 1971

The maj~ problem facing the public schools in 1970
and in 1969, in the opinion of the American people, was
discipline, In 1971, inance — how 1o pay for the schools -
is cited most often as the biggest probilem with which the
lacal public schools must deal.

During the year, financial nroblems have grown with the
;. the increasing

cse i local propoerty taxes i mostoare

costs of educat-n, anil @ 1acpng economy  that has placed
incroased burcens on family pockethooks, ’

Next in importance, in tenns of number of mentions, 15
the problem ot integration/seygregation. It is in second
place, o511 was in 1970

Difficulties arising out of school integration - busing
and in-school troubles in getting whites and blacks to work
together amicably - have bheen widespread enough to ko
this problem in its Aaumibier twa position.

It is worth noting that high school juniors and semors,
and parents with children in the public schools, citg thie
problem of integration less often than do. adults who have
no children n school snd win draw most of their
conclusions from the press and television, This latter group
beli integration to he the top problem,

Disvipline has droppad from first place in 1970 and
.3 third place in 1971 as a major problem. Un-
~atedly the change in the attitude of students on college

p—
b

ca ouses during this year fincls its parallel in the local
se . nis, Alsn, as will be pointed out In the saction un

discipling, there s eviclence that discipline  has been
tightened in the public schools, just as it has been in the
colleges and universities

i 82
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The lack of school rooms and schoal facilities is
considered to be the fourth major problem,

Drug taking is listed among the top five problems by
adults; high school juniors and seniors cite it the most
important prohfem,

The problem of “poor’’ teachers is cited often enough to
place sixth in number of mentions. Lack of interest on the
part of parents and pupils, the curriculum, the school
administration are all mentioned as problems but not
frequently enough to place them among the major con-
cerns.

What's Right with the Public Schools?

When citizens are asked to give thi 7 views on the biggest
problems facing the public schools, they obviously think of

wegativie factors. To give them a chance to tell what is
“night,”" this anestion was asked in this year’s study:

In your own opinian, in what ways are your local
puts e senogls particularly good?

The response most ofter given o the gquestion s, “The
tea: vers.”” The very high respect in which teachers are
gencially held throughoot the nation is evidenced in ma-.
ways in this stuely

The curriculurn: aurses offered) conws in far the next

highest ogise, Tobi A by tente o and extracurricular
ACtivities

S i question provokes generalized comments; how-
(BT mswers oo ndicate g lack of nformats gbout

the special iments of any school system,

(:7*ing School Costs

In the present state of the economy and the tight
siueese un the public’s financial resources, the question of
where school costs can be cut takes on added impor tance.

Because of the current interest in finding economies in
school budgets, a major part of this year’s study of the
publig’s attitudes toward the public schools was devoted 1o

83
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scovering which proposals for reclucing costs wonld meet
with public approval and which would be opposed.

The .roblem of financing the schools can be approached
from 1. 1y points of view, In this study a total of 16
proposals for cost cutting were prasented to those ingludad
in the survey. Also, questions were added to find out the
public’s reactions to performance contracts and to the use
of management firms to look into school costs.

The proposals for reducing school costs were introduced
with these words by the interviewer:

Suppose your local school board were *forced” to
cut some things from school costs because there is
not enough money. | am going to read you a list of
many ways that have been suggested for reducing
school costs. Will yuu tell me, in the case of each one,
whether you# opinion is favorable or unfavorable?

The 16 proposals have been ranked in descending ordaer
an the b of those wineh drew the most “anfavorable”

SIS

Nao
Unfavorable Favarable  Qpinon
Y Yo
o Feduie wiees s avvives aeh
NTRCTRTSITIN s SRS IERTT B ALY B AL
iag] Ty HiY i€} 141
2 Bejuge the b F mwh
vren byy i ReaNiERE 79 P jii
A Gt oan teachsrs i Uy
sel preeren v hide 7 12 11
A, -Redduey gainionad RUTI SN
Lot gNUE R TVICHS 12 i 13
5 Cut oul kingdergarien 64 P 12
G Cut out i school agtivities
Pk bnuds, clubs athiienies,
(L {5 B 213 2]
7. Keep present texitionks aned
Litieary books atthough it ifiay
P st outdatedd muates
aly [1}s] 20 17
8 Cut wut the pwelfth grade by
cowering v thrige years whiat
vh now covereid o four 58 29 13
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9. Reduce the ount of sup-

phes and materials teachers

usie in glassrooms 68 26 16
10, Reduce the number ol suby-

jects ofiared 57 30 13

11, Charge rent for all textbooks
mnstead  af  prowiding  them

free 56 34 10
12, Make parents responsible for

getting children to and from s

scrool 51 39 10

13. Reducir the number of coun-
selors an the staff 19 32 19

14, Have the school ra. an g
12:month basis with three.

R
month vacations for students,
ong-manth  vacations  for
hidehers 38 47 15
15, Cancel any subjects that
not have the minimuwm oin-
bier of students regerend 35 57 13
16 Reduce number of adouns
TRt P3FSIOIE- iz 50 18

Readers of this report should be reminded that these
suggestions fror « st cutting by no means exhaust the list of
places where economies could be made 1t should be
pointed out, also, that the responses do not apply to
schools where there is no real nead to make economies.

The findings reveal a strong reluctance to take drastic
measures, or (o alter in an impaortant manner any of the
current programs and practices.

As will be pointed out later, this does not mean that the
public is unwilling to take a new look at schoal costs and to
examine careiully the relationship between performance
and costs,

As il be noted from the preceding table, the suggestion
for cost cutting that wins the greatest support is the one
that calls for a reduction in the number of administrative
personnel. This reaction is undoubtedly a generalized one
that springs from the belief that all institutions are subject
to Parkinson’s Law and acquire unneeded personnel unless
halted.

Analysis of the views of the different groups included in
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the survey shows that persons who have no children in the
public schools tend to look more 0 o ably upon many of
the suggested economies than do those with children in the
schools, Fo o example, those without children in the schools
helieve that parents should be made responsible for qetting
their children to and from school. They wotild also favar
reducing the number of counselors on the staff.

This group, likewise, is much more favorable to putting
schools on a 12-month basis, with students having throe
month vacations and teachers one month. While the
national finding on this suggestion shows more in favon
than opposed, parents divide rather evenly: 47% approve,
46% opposa, In the survey conducted in 1870, 4 samewhal
different plan -- one that of! f ke chaice of theoe of
four quarters of the yoar - Was Ve doven by o rann of
49% 10 427,

It 15 stii) 10 be: proved that the 12 -manth plan represents
ures will almost cert

a real saving. If it doges, then pr ainly

mount to utilize school building. and facilities the year-

arouny
Tre major groups included in toes study, excepting onby
the students, favor canceling cobjets that dao not have the

minimum number of Lodents reqgistered,

Performance Contracts

The public wants to besure that 101 gotting 1ts money’s
warth  whether it s a matier of bhuying shaes or paying
tuxes tor the schools,

In many communities the people are arplexed as to
] i

why school costs rise =0 last In somn cities they ciannot
understand why theo inkiren at the third- ar four th-grade
level cannot read.

tn the minds of the people, performance contricts
apparently satisfy hath af these sitnations, A fixed amount
of money is paid, but  aly if the child meets a given
standard.

To see how the public responds to the idea of
2 tormance contracts, (his guesticn was imcluded on the
in:  ciewing farm:

in some pubti- schools, educational companies are
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given contracts to put in new methods to teach the
children in elementary schools certain basic skilis,
such as how to read. These are called “performance
contracts.”” If the children don’t reach a certain level
of achievement, the company doesn't get paid for
those children who fail to reach the standard, Would

. you like to have such contracts made here, in this
community, if the overail school costs remain about
the same?

The number who favar the idea of perfoimance con-
tracts outnumbsrs the percentage opposed by the ratio of
49% to 28%, hut a very sizable growes 23%, have vet to
make up their minds about suah g devs ament

Thus the burden of proof rests upon educators who

opnnse this dea, Unless cogent arguments can be atlvanced,

RXpUn nee proves at this is notan effeciive way of

ming educational qgoals ol present  cost e this
awoverment s likely to gan momentom,

Management Experts

Further evidence that the public 1s not avorse oo o
comipeten® outsiders took mto schoal costs i to by foon o
the results fram another question bearing upan this matfer

The quastian:

Would you favor or oppose the idea of having your
schooi board hire management exparts to look intu
the costs of local sehools to see if the educational
goals could be achieved at less cost?

Again, the public votes in favor: 545 Dike this dea, 310,
are oppased, and 5%, lave no opmion,

Strangely enouuh. patents of schaol childien support
this proposal by heoun percentages than do those aculis
who have no chidren o the schoals,

Accountability

Further ovidence that the-fiibsbe Wants to be sure that it

ERIC
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is getting Its money’s worth for the tax dollars gpent on
public education and that the standards of the pubiic
schonls are high comes troom a hird guestion, This une
asked  voul national tests That permit one community’s
stucdents to be compared with others of a similin koand. The

question asked:

Would you like ta se: *he students in the local
schools be given national . .sts 50 that their educa-
tional achievement couig be enmpared with students
in other communities?

The results: 70% favor, 21%,  oppose, 9% have no
apinion. These findintgs are substantially the sami as thase
found in last year's survey.

Many educators insist that educational achievement 5
sure, that cummunities vary to such an

chfficult to me
pxtent that comparisons are meaningless, and that a testing
program - puts undue  pressurcs on both teachers and
students 1o get high scores, Bt here again the burden o
15 with those who oppost. The prulilic witty s
aols are goord, that they are guttios; r

3

proof res ]
proof that their sc
money’s worth, 1n the absence of other evidenc:

most certainly accept performance on national tus

Voting Tax Increases
Sehool hord ssues have faredd no hotter 14971 tian
they i in 1970
aclditional funds; in fact, a majonty af b et boand
issugs throughout the nation have lost o ¢ < the voting
booth- The percentage of issues voted upre. navorably has
stili in the low forties.

5
Tie public is elactar? ! cate i

changed little during the year; it1s
To gauge voter sentiment towartls voting tax Increases
for the public schools, this quastion was framed:

Suppose the local public schaols said they needed
much mere money. As you feel at this time, would
you vuic to raise taxes for this purpaose, or would you
vote against raising taxes for this purpose?

When this same question wis asked in the survey

88
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conducted last year, the results showed:

For raising taxes 37%
Against raising taxes 564%
No opinion 7%

When the same question was asked this year throughout
the nation, <h« results were substantially the same:

For raising taxes 40%
Against raising taxes 52%
No opinion 8%

The pattern of those who vote favorably on tax increases
for the public schools and those who vote against remains
constant,

Those who are most inclined to'approve tax increases are
the better educated, the younger ag. groups, business and
professional people.

Tre gredtest opposition comes from the paurly edu-

Lird, persons over 50 years of age, low-income groups, and
mainual ishorers.

Anather breakdown of the statistical data reveals the
attitudes of those with and without children in the schools,
In the 1970 survey, these groups voted as follows:

1970
For Tax Against No
increases  Tax Inecreases QOnpinian
Pubihic schaal par a3 53 4’
Parochial/private sehoal
plirents 317 * Ly 5
Mo childran o schools a5 57 E
In 1971 the vote i+ a5 follows:
1971
Pubhic school parents 44 a9 7
Parochial/private school '
parents 37 59 4
Mo children in sehaols 37 531 10
89
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The pattern é‘xgam %ém;:inf; consiont. Understandably,
parents with- children in the public schools are more’
favorably inclined toward tax jncregises to support the-
publie schools than those who have no children, o thos:
who have children in parochial or privite schools,

The heavy tax burden placed upon local property to
support the pubilic schools has brought the demand in many
areas that the state government assuime a greater share of
these costs.

To see whether the public wauld prefer a shift to higher
(uestion was asked:

es in return f{or lower real estate taxes,, this

It has been suggested that state taxes be increased
for everyone in order to let the state government pay
a greater share of school expense and to reduce local
property taxes, Would you favor an increase in state
taxes so that real estate taxes could be lowered on,
local property?

More persons favor than disupprove this shift, but the
ratio

margin has declined during the last year In 1970 th
of those in favor to those against was 54% to 34%;in 1971
the ratio is 46% to 37%.

The Voucher System

Most state governments have had to increase taxes for
other purposes. The suggestion that the stale taxes be
inc edd still further  even as an offset to real cstate
taxes - apparently meets with Lirtle enthusiasm,

Thz voucher system for allociating public funds o

widely debated

parachial and private schools has bee
during the last year. However, this discus

on, as measured

by the percentage -of pesons for and against the vouche
system, has not changed atutudes to any great extert. The
p-hlic was opposed to the voucher plan by a small majority
in 1970, The same situation obtains in 1971,

The voucher plan was explained to those interviewed in
these words in 1970

‘\
In some nations, the government allots a certain
90
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amount of money for each child for his education.
The parents can then send the child to any publie,
parochial, or private school they choose. Would you
hke to see such an idea adopted it this country?

In 19771 one sentence was addvd: “This is eallod the
voueher syster " This sentence, f way folt, would muke
cledr to the persan beag interviessd  that we AT
tha(:u%%u’l() the vaucher Syslem,

The national resutts st about this St Cegspong ol

CIEIoNn:

Favur Don't Know
1971 it BN 11
163/1 S s it

Pt ocan b seea thal the 1aba of the apjasasd o thase
Hi

sereentane of “undegiteds” e gone o mark ey
I 1 ] f

who fvor 1he

1w oaystum shows dittle caandge s

Mareover, the preccentage of paroehind and orivate sehool
prarents who tavor ihe plae b alao shewn aomarked
muiese, The plan 1§ 30 nbvicasly fovorsishe 1o thie, ficsgs
that its ineregse m popelan by s net nnespected,

Fund Ratsing in the School

Iy oy e combgraitnes s llOn s da Lo

whether sehant chidrore gantd e wskao o m ) mniey 10

£

school 10 pay for o bost of things, apart hom school

linehies, To save smbanassiennt T the children of e
paor, 1o increase eqguaity o f G tinily, anel to it Ae
dropouts, shaukd pod the  whioot o 3y these comty,
instesud ot the child®

Mot parents, U5 of those with chiltirn in the pablic
schools, say their ehildien s bimng sy fonn homie 1y
pay Tor supplies and activities and somilar items I the
af high schaol jumors and stniars, 785 clanm they

hring moniy 1o pay tor sach things as bog
freted 1rg lc
newspzapers and  yearhooks, athietic coupement, Lnd the
hke. ’

When asked whetber the pupnl o the schoot should pay

school pictures, cliss dues , schonol
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far such things, the majority say such fzes should continue
to be paid for by the student, nut the erhaol,

The vote is 4 to 1 in favor ot continuing the present
practice.

Another aspect of this same problem has to do with
fund-raising events held by teachers and s1:udents to pay for
special projects such as after-schoo! activities, school
equipment, and the like. There is little opposiiion 1o these
fund-raising affairs. In fact, the vote in favor is an
averwhelming B4%.

The approval vote for this type of fund raising is so high
that it leads to the suggestion that the schools of the nation
not only should permit, but actively encourage, this
method of rai 'ﬁg money for school activities. vet profes
sional re find many drawbacks to certain fund-
raising activities of this sort, often with good logic.

Parent Accountability

Much discussion in educational circles has cgntered
about teacher and school accountability, in the survey this
year, for the first time, the matter of parent, accountability
was explored — with results so significant that a change in
facus of the present debate is indicated.

The question that was designed to gather the views of
the public on this matter of parent accountability, as

opposed to teacher, sehool, and pupil accountability, was

stated as follows:

When some childreh do poorly in school, some
people place the blame on the children, some on the
children’s home life, some on the school, and some
on the teachers. Of course, all of these things share
the blame, but where would you place the chief
blame?

The answer given by the greatest percenlage of those
interviewed: the children’s home life. In fact, more than

half of the adults interviewed (54%) give this answer. Only

14% name children, 8% teachers, and 6% the schools.
It is significant that parents with children now in the

public schools name the =hild*s home life as the chief cause

\ g9
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of a studert’s failure in school; they do not, as might be
expected, shift the responsibility to the teachers or to the
school or to the children,

It is equally interesting that high school juniors and
seniors do not ahsolve themselves from blame for doing
poorly. When the same question was put-to them, they said
the student, himself, is to blame. Approximately one-half
(51%) blame the children, 25% say “home life,” only 11%
blame the teachers, and only 5% the school, :

To explore further the matter of parental accountability,
the following question vzas included:

A suggestion has béen made that parents of school
children attend one evening class a month to find out
what they can do at home to improve their children’s
behavior and increase their interest in school work. s
it a good idea or a poor idea?

Eight in 10 (81%) of all adults questioned thought this
was a good idea. Most important, virtually this same ratio
(B0%) of the parents of school children said it was a good
idea,

This very impressive percentage reveals a growing recog-
nition of the role of parents in the educational process, and
of the need for a new kind of partnership between teachers
and parents,

Since an important part of the whole educational
process must necessarily be carried on in the¢home, it is
obvious ‘that parents must be bettar trained to carry out
their responsibilities. ’

Until this point in history, the schools have had to
shoulder the burden — teaching discipline and how to get
along with others, developing proper work habits, providing
motivation, and doing a’dozen other things — all in addition
to teaching the basic school subjects and skills,

Other surveys have shown how important home training
and motivation are in determining a child’s success in
school — in fact, in determining how far he is likely to go in
his education, - a

Preparing parents to carry out their educational responsi-

" bilities is. just as important as training-teachers for their

work. How best to do this must await the results of

: 93
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experimants planned in this new field of educational
training.

What is of utmast iniportance is that parents themseives
see the need for this kind of training, They are willing to
devote time to learn how to do a betier jab of motivating
their children, improving their behaviar, and covering those
areas of education not included in the school curriculum,

Discipline

Because of the greal concern an the pirt of the public
about discipline in the public schools, an ettort wes made in
the 1971 survey to probe more deeply into this problem
with the hope of shedding more light on the views of
parents and other groups,

This year, as last, those interviewed express their bejief
that discipline is “nol strict enough.” There has been 2
slight decrease in the number wha hold this opinion during
the last year, and, as pomnted out earlier, thé problem of
discipline has bheen superseded by finance as the nuimber
one warry about the public schools; yet ther has been only
a slight change in views recordec,

Here is a comparison of the findings for the two
years — 1970 and 1971,

1870 1871

T Y

Dhsoipline s fon stnct 2 3
Ciscipline 15 not stoet eeough 53 © 48
Disciplinge s atiou) ngnt 31 33
‘Don't kAW 0 OpINIHG 14 16

The matter of discipline has not commanded the
front-page space it did a yedr aqo, nor s much television or
radic time. Some evidence that the schools may be
imposing stiicter discipline comes from the interviews with
high school juniors and iars - who would be imme-
diately concerned.

When they were asked a year ago whether they thouyht
discipline was “too strict” or “'not strict enough,” 15% said
it was "'too strict,” 23% said it was "not strict enough,’” anc
the remainder said it was “about right.” This year almaost
exactly the same number say disciphne is "too strict’’ as say

94



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

i

/

Third Annual Poll
it is “'not strict enough” — 22% to 23%.
Since discipline "means different things to different

people, a question was asked this year of those who replied

that discipline is “not strict enough.” f they gave this
response they were then asked:

discipline not strict enough?
Those who said. that discipline was not strict enough
gave answers that have been cateqorized as follows:

Teachers lack suthority to keep order 11%

Students have too much freedom; they can
gat away with anything 11%:

Students have no respect for their teachers,

Pay no attennion to them &,
Rules are not enfarced 3%
Vandaiism 2%
5:!@ respanses and o nopamon ) 114%

The problem of discipline has twao sides. One concerns
the enforcement of rules; the other, avoiding the need to
enforce rules,

The public, judging from their respon is
the opinion that *

strongly of
wers interest

"if the schools amd the te
the children in learning, most disciplinary preblemns dis-
appear.”

Every group interviewed, and by substantial majorities,
agrees that the need for discipline tends to disappear when
students become genuinely interested in learning,

Further evidence on this paint comes from the findings
on another question included in the survey, This one dealt
with problem children ard . b4l should he do about
them. The question was worded io *his fashion:

o students are not interested in school, Often
they keep other studeniz from working i school,

"""What shou!d be done in these cases?

Answers fall into two lwo.ad categories: “use punitive
measures’  {expe’ them, use riwsher discipline, put then
into a school for probilem students) and “try remodial

95
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measures’’ (special classes, a more interesting curriculum,
vocational training, etc.).

Those who fall into this latter category outnumber those
whao believe in punitive measures by a 2-to-1 ratio.

Racial Integration in the Schools

The 1954 Supreme Court decision dealing with racial
integration in the schools was based largely upon the
assumption that black students, segragated in their own
schools, were being deprived of the higher quality of
education offered whites. Some 17 years have passed since
that time and integration® is far from complete.

iIn fact, problems arising out of school integration are
cited, in this survey, as the nation’s greatest public schoal
problem, next to finance. .

Some individuals doubt that integrated education is
actually improving the quality of education received by the
blacks, or whether it is improving the quality of education
received by the whites; and whether integration actually is
improving relations between the races.

To see how the public would respond to questions
dealing with these aspects of school integration, the
following questions were included in the present survey:

1. Do you feel it (school integration) has im-
proved the quality of edueation rec ived by black
students?

2. Do you feel it (school integration) has im-
proved the quality of educution received by white
students?

3. Do you feel it (school integration) has im-
proved relations between blacks and whites or has it
worked against better relations?

The national consensus, judged by survey results, is that
integration has improved the quality of education received
by the blacks, that is has not improved the quality of
education received by white students, but that, on the

98 -
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whole, it has improved relations between blacks and whites.

Parents of children now enrolled in the public schools
say, by a ratio of 44% to 35%, that relations have been
improved; parents of children in parochial and private
schools, by a ratio of 49% to 39%, believe that relations
have improved. And perhaps of greatest significance, high
school juniors and seniors are even more of the opinion that
integration has improved relations. They hold 59% to 28%
that relations have improved,

Educational Innovation

The American people are almost evenly divided on the
question of whether t.o many or not enough educational
changes are being tried in the public schools,

The question asked in the survey taps generalized
attitudes and, as will be pointed out later, does not apply to
specific innovations contemplated. These ‘must be con-
sidered on their own merits.

What the question does probe is the overall feeling of the
public about the extent to which the schaols are keeping up
with the times.

in the survey of last year, this question was asked:

P

Do you fee! that the local public schoals are nat

or are they too ready to try new ideas?

The same attitutde was probed this year from a slightly
different direction, one dealing moare with behavior. The
question this year reads:

In the schools in your community, do you think
too many educational changes are being tried, or not
enough?

No matter which way attitudes are measured, the
answers come back almost exactly the same, as the
following findings reveal.
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1970 ' 1971
Do vyou feel that the In the schools in your
tocal public sehools are eommunity, do vyou
not interested enough think too many educa
in trying new ways and tional ehanges are buing
metheds or are they tried, or nat encugh?
too ready to try new
ideas?

Too muiiy ey toed
Nat enough

Just atiout right
Doa’t know

Nt anterosted enotgh
Too riunly to try new aideas
Just abicsut night

Don't know

Students do not agree with their clders on this matter, In
hoth surveys, they vote heavily on the side that not enough
innovations are being tried, that not enough interest is
heing displayed in trying new methods. In fact, they hold
this belief by aratioof 3'to 1.

As noted earlier, the reaction of those interviewed was
to the generalized issue of change, not to spe
tians praposed.

fic innava-

For example:

By a very large majority all the major groups surveyed
hald the opinion that not enough attention is being given to
students who do not plan to go on ta college.

Natianally, the findings show that G8 agiee with those
whao believe “that too much emphasis is placed in the high
schools on preparing students for colle and not enough
emphasis on preparing students for occupations that do not

require a college degree.” 1n contrast to the 68% who hold
this view, only 23% hold the opposite view,

Anather case in point concerns the amount of time
spent in classrooms as opposed o the time spent in
indepencdent stucly. A plurality of the adults included iii the
survey believe the local schools should give more time for
independent study, the ratio being 31% in favor to 22%
opposed. ’

Tihe junior and senior high school students questioned
strongly of the opinian that mare time should be spent
in independent study, relatively less in the classroom. Their
vote is B6% in favor to 18% opposed.
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The Major Problems
What do you think are the biggest problems
with  which the public schools in this
community must deal?

Ne Public Parochial High Sehoal
National  Childran  School School  Juniors &
Totals  in Schools Parents Parents Seniors
Y % % % b4
Finances 23 22 24 21 Al
Integration/ ‘
segregation 21 26 16 14 17
Dhsciplinne 14 13 14 43 14
Facilitiusg 13 10 17 o0 13
Daope/drugs 12 B 13 a9 [
Teachers' lack
af interest/
abiility 5 4 3] 12 7
 Teachers
{gerieral) G 4 8 5 5
Parents’ lack
at interest 4 3 5 5
School adnnnis.
tration 3 3 3 7 3
Curriculum 3 4 a 5 5
Pupils” lack
of interest 2 2 2 3
Vandahsm 2 Z 2 * G
Disrespect tor
teachers 2 2 1 : 1
School board
policing 1 N 2 1
Using new
Lup-to-date
mithaods 1 * ? * )
We have no
probleims 4 a ¢ M i 3
=1V} 5 G 5 g 14
Dan't know/
no answer 12 16 B 10 2
fLes than 1% 3

In your own opinion, in what ways are your
local public schools particularly good?

) No Publie Parochial High Schoal
National  Children  School Scheol  Juniors &
Totals  In Schools Parents Parents Seniors
Teachers 21 17 27 22 27

(Continued on next page}

29
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¥

(Continued from preceding page)

Curriculum 15 10 22 18 28
Facilities 9 6 13 - 13 10
Up-to-date each-

ing methods 5 : 4 7 3 1
E xtracurricu-

lar activities 3 2 5 5 14

No racial

canflicts 3 3 4 3 3
Small school/

classes 2 2 3 2 3
Goatt adminis-

tration 2 2 3 3 N

Good student-

weacher rela-

tionships 2 1 3 " 4
Parents are

interested/

participate 2 : 3 4
Diseiphineg 1 1 1 : 2
Transportation

syslem 1 * *
Equal apportu-

nity for all 1 1 1 4 :
Nothing good 7 7 7 13 8
Miscellanenus 4 4 B 2 10
Don't knaw/

fG answer 27 38 12 23 10

*Less than 1%
Cutting School Costs

Suppose your local school board were
“forced” to cut some things from school costs
because there is not enough money. | am going
to read you a list of many ways that have been
suggested for reducing school costs, Will you
tell me, in the case of each one, whether your
opinion is favorable or unfavorable.

B No Buklic Parochial High School
National Children  School School Juniors &
Totals in S5chools Parents Parents Seniors

Reduce the number of teachers. by increasing class sizes.

Favarable i 12 9 - 14 g8
Linfavarable 79 72 B8R 86 91
Nao opifon 10 16 3 - 1
100 100 100 100 100
100

107 -
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Cut all teachers’ salaries by a set porcentage.

Favorable 12 13 11 14 15
Unfavarablie 77 70 85 4 an
No apinian il 7 4 2 ]

100 100 100 100 100

Cut out after-school

activities like bands, clubs, athleties,

etc.
Favorable 235 22 24 kil 8
Unfavarable G8 64 74 68 89
No opiion 9 14 4 | 3
00 100 100 100 100

Have the schools run on a 12-month basis with three-month
vacations for students, one month for teachers.

Favarahle
Unfavorabn
Mo apimon

47 45 a7 57 37
38 33 46 34 58
15 22 7 9 5
100 100 160 100 100

Make parents responsible for getting children to and from

school.
Favorable 39 a1 36 48 27
Unfavarable 51 43 G2 51 68
Na opirnsgn 10 16 2 i 5
100 100 100 100 100
Cut out kindergarten.
Favorable | 1§21 = 21 23 24
Unfavarable 69 G4 75 ' 71
No apirmion 18 i 4
100 100 113()

Charge rent for all textbooks instead

of prowvinding them

free.
Favarable 34 33 33 a7 33
Urifavoralbte 56 57 63 51 G5
Nea opinion 10 15 4 2 2
100 100 100 100 100

Cut out the twelfth grade by covering in three years what is

now covered in four.

Favorable 29 31 26 28 a5
Unfavorable 58 51 2] G5 53
No opimon 13 18 5 7 2
100 100 100 100 100

101
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_Cancel any subjects that do not have the minimum numher

af students registered.

Favorahle
Lintavorahle
Mo amnion

%

Favorahle

Uniavarable

Nea opunion
§

Favarahls
tnfavaeihle
N ognnan

52 51 52 60 53
35 3 a2 5 a5
14 4 6 b s 2
100 100 100 100 100
Reduce the number of subjects offered.
30 30 29 32 17
57 50 GA 85 g2
13 20 3 3 1
100 100 100 100 -100
Reduce janitorial and maintenance services.
15 15 id i6 19
72 67 . 80 78 71
13 18 6 6 4
100 100 100 100 100

Keep present textbooks and library books although it may
‘mean using outdated materials, :

Favarable
Untavaiable
By eapnirnisin

. 20 20 20 14 16 -
GA 63 . 76 a2 81
12 17 4 4 e
160 100 100 100 100

Reduce the amount of supplies and materials teachers use
in classrooms.

Favotable
Linfavagabli
Nir Dpan

26 77 72 Y 26
58 a1 70 60, 73
16 22 8 9 1
100 100 100 100 100

Reduce the number of counselors on the staff,

Fravarable
Untivarably
BN apenan

32 3 a3 40 28
49 42 58 49 70
19 © 27 9 11 2
100 100 100 100 100

Reduce special services, such as speech, reading, and hearing

therapy.

Favaratle
Untavaratli
Moy apirion

10 10 g 9 13
50 74 89 By = g4
10 16 2 2 3
100 100 100 100 100
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Reduce the number of administrative personnel,

Favorable 50 ‘48 50 55 43
Unfavarable 32 27 41 32 52

No epinion 18 25 9 13 5

.100 100 100 100 100

In some public’ -school educational
companies are given contracts to-put.in new
“methods to teach the children in elementary
schools certain basic skills, such as how to read. -
These are called “performance contracts” If
‘the children don’t reach a certain level*of
achievement, the company doesn’t get paid for
those children who fail to reach the standard,
Would you. like to have such contracts made
here, in this community, if the overall school
€Osts remain about the same?

Na Public Parochial High Schoaol
National Children Schoeol Schaol Juniors &
Totals  In Schools Parents Parents Seniors
% % % % %
55 58 57
33 2
1

ISR
[ ]

= 12 -
100 10

L
(<N = L™

1

-]

1

[

Would you favor or oppose the idea of
having your schoo! board hire management
experts to look into the costs of local schools
to see if the educational goals could be achieved
at less cost? -

No " Public Parochial High Schoal

Children  School School Juniors &
In Schools  Parents Parents

National
Totals

%
Favor 54
Oppose ]
Don’t khow 15

% %
49 81
30 s 33
21 / 6

Seniors

% %

67 :

24
9

T

9
3
8

100
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Would you like to see the students in the
local schools be given national tests so that

[
%]
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their educational achievement could be com-
pared with students in other communities?
- No Publie L}Pamehial High Schoal
National Children  School = School  Juniors &
Totals In Schools Parents Parents Seniors
% % % % %
Yes 70 69 72 70 66
No 21 20 22 24 N
Na opinion 9 11 ] 6 - 3
100 100 100 100 100
. L1
The Voucher System
In some nations, the government allots a
certain amount of money for each child for his
education. The parents can then send the child
to any publie, parochial, or-private school they
choose. This is called the “voucher system.
Would you like to see such an’idea adopted in
this country?
£ "
No Public Parochial High School
National Children  School School  Juniors & -
Totals In Schools Parents Parents Seniors
% % % % %
" Favor 38 34 39 66 58
Oppose 44 40 51 31 35
No opinion 18 26 10 3 7
100 00~ 100 100 100
Voting Tax Increases.
~Suppose the local public schools said they
needed much more money. As you feel at this |
time, would you vote to raise taxes for this
purpose, or would you vote against raising taxes
for this purpose?
; Y
No public Parochial High Schaoaol
National Children  School Schoal Juniors &
Totals In Schoals Parents Parents Seniors
% % % % %
For 40 37 44 a7. 45
K CE
N
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Agairist 52 53 49 59 - 49
No opinion 8 10 7 4 .
N 100 100 100 100 100

Same question, answers by different cateqgories,

Don‘t K’n‘uwl

For Against No Answear
% % %
Sex €2
Men 40 53 7
Women 38 52 =]
Race
White 40 53 7
Nanwhite 38 49 13
Education
Elermentary grades 27 62 11
High school incomplete 32 60 8
High schnol complete 37 55 8
Technical, trade, or
business school 42 49 g
. Caollege incomplete .48 46 6
Caoliege graduate 58 35 7
. Oceupation
Business and professional 52° 41 7
Clerical and sales 48 48 4
Farm 34 56 10
Skilled labar 38 54 8
Unskilled labor . 35 59 6
Non-labor force 27 60 13
Age
271 1o 29 years 53 40 7
30 to 49 years 43 52
50 years and aver 3 58 11
_Religioa
" Protesiant 41 51 g8
Roman Catholic 34 57 9
Jewish 50 a9 11
All others ' 42 47 i1
i
Rogion
East . 34 58 g
Midwest : a0 52 8
South , 41 50 9
West a5 a6 8
* Community size . <
500,000 and over 39 © 51, 10
50,000 10 499,999 38 - 52 10
o ; {Continued on next page)
g i 105 l 1 2
I
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.
(Continued fram preceding page)
25,000 to 49,999 57 36 7
Under 25060 ] 40 65 5
Income
%$15,000 and over . 51 42 7
$10,000 10 $14.9C3 Al 51 8
5 7,000t0% 9,999 42 55 3
% 5,000t0 % 6,999 38 52 10
% 3,000twS 4,999 36 55 9
Under $3,000 24 60 16
5

It has, been suggested that state taxes be
increased for everyone in order to let the state
government pay a greater share of school
expense and to reduce local property taxes.
Would you favor an increase in state taxes so

= that real estate taxes could be lowered on local
\ property?
No Public Parochial High School
+ National Children Schoel School Juniors &

) Totals InSchools Parents Parents Seniors

= % % % % %
For 46 43 50 486 50
Against 37 a8 . 38 46 31
No opinien 17 i 12 8 - 19

100 ) 100 100 100 100

Fund Raising ip the Public Schools

Daes your child bring money from home to
pay for anything, except lunch, in school?
[Asked only of parents of school children]

Public Parochial Highéchncﬂ
National School -School Juniors &

Totals Parents Parents Seniors

% % % %

Yes 59 60 -+ 56 76
No L] 38 - 37 24
Don't knaw 2 2 7 .-
100 100 100 100

tf *yes,”” for what?
Books ) 19 27 30
. 106
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Suppilies for classes

{general) 7 17 17 24
Travel expenses for )
field trips 5 11 11 7
Athletic fees/equipment 3 6 6 11
School newspaper/school-
related newspaper 3 7 2 7
Fees for special programs 3 8 5 q
. Club dues/class dues 2 5 3 16
) Parties/dances 2 4 ‘o3 2
Charitable eontribyutions/ '
events 2 G 3
B '’ General schoo! activities 1 3 4 5
N Miscellareous 9 20 12 26
. A Do you think such fees should be charged?
Public Parochial High School
National School School Juniors &
Totals Parents Parents Seniors
. % oy % %
Yes 47 47 46 86
Na 10 11 10 17
* No opimen 2 2 - 3
59 60 “B6 76

In some schools, teachers and students have
fund-raising events to finance ‘special projects
for school quipmént_ after-school activities,
and the like. Do you think it is a good idea or a
poor idea for the schools to permit these |

revents?
. Na Public Parochial High School
National Children  School School Juniors &
Totals  In Schools Parents Parenis Seniors
% % % % %
Good idea 84 B1 88 gu 97
Foor ides 11 12 10 B R 3
No apinion 5 7 2 _ 2 =
100 100 100 100 1aa

Parent Accountability
When some children do poorly in schoaol,
same people place the blame on the children,
some an the children’'s home life, some on the
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school, and some on the teachers. Of course, all
_of these things share the blame, but where
would you place the chief blame? :

No Public #Parachial High School
National  Children  School School Juniors &
Totals InSchools Pargnts Parents Seniars
% & % Y Y Y
Chiithen 4 1 17 14 51
Home hife 54 58 49 44 25
Schoal [ G G 14 5
Teachers 8 7 10 . 8 il
Na npiion 18 18 18 2i 3
100 107 100 100 100

A suggestion has beer made that parents of
school children attend one evening class a
mmonth to find out what they can do at home to .
improve their children’s behaviar and increase
their interest in school work. Is it a %ood idea
or a poor idea?

No Public Parechial High School
National  Children  Scheal  Schoal Juniors &
Totalz  In Schools Parents Parents Seniors
Y a kA i %
Gaad iehaa g1 82 a0 21 75
Poor achisg 13 i 1G 15 21
P i (37 717 "3,, 4 4
N a0 100 100 100 100
Discipline

How do you feel about the discipline in the
local public schools — is it too strict, not strict
enough, or just about right?,

Mo Publie Parochial High School
Nationai Children = School  School  Juniors &
Totals  in Schools Parents Parents Seniors
P Y - % kA Y

Tao afngt 3 ] 3 22
Mot siriet

vnough - L) 47 47 58 23
Just abiout - ’

nght 33 26 46 29 53
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<
-,
Don‘t know 16 244 4 13 2
100 100 100 100 100
If “net strict enough’: Can you tell me what
you mean? |n what ways is discipline not strict
enough?
Na Public Parochial High School
N National  Children  Schoo!  School Juniars &
Totals In Schools Parents Parents Seniars
Ya Yo A Y %

Teachitrs lick

authority 1 10 12 14 2
Studenis havy

too mueh

frevdant 11 11 17 15 7
Dusrespect tor o
teachers 6 7 4 g ) 4
Rules are ot
enforced 3 i) 2 ] a
Dress codi s
tan bty 3 2 a 4 N
Vandalism 2 2 - 5 .
Parents nat
interested m
schoaot affarrs 2 1 i 5 .
. Miscellaneaus 3 3 - 3 5 .
: + Den't know/
’ [AT=RH RN 3 3 4 e} .

TLess tionn 1

, Some students are not interested in school,

Often they keep other students from working
in schoal. What should be done in these cases?

" No Public Pargchial High School
National Children  Schoo! Schaool Juniors &
Totals  In Schools Parents Parents = Seniors
Special clusses '
for all who 4
B " notinterested 29 ¢ 26 34 97 27
Expel themm | 12 12 12 13 22
Ofter betier/
more intérest: -
1) GUFFCU-
lumi/teachung
mithacls 11 11 10 - 13 14
- ) (Continued an next pagel
109 .
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{Continuedyframm preceding pagel .
Special coun- -
N sehng 9 9 10 11 "3
Harsher
discipline 9 . 9 10 7 4
Yocational )
training 8 g 7 9 g
Make their
pamn[s [
responsible 7 3 7 8 3
FPut in school
for problem ¢
stuclents [ 5 7 I3 3
Teachers shoulcl
take mare in-
terest in such .
students 4 3 5 3 4
Miscellaneous 5 5 5 4 5}
Dan't knnw/
o answer 18 21 16 14 14
Some people say that if the schools and the
teachers interest the children in learning, most
disciplinary problems disappear. Do you agree
‘or disagree?
i ) - No Public Parochial High Schoal
National Children Scheal School Juniors &
" Totals InSchools Parenis Parents Seniors
% Y% Y % %
. 76- 75 76 78 81
ig8 17 20 20 18
6 ) 4 2 1
100 100 100 100 100

Racial Integration in the Schools

How do you feel about school integration?
Do you feel it has improved. the quality of
education received by black students?

No Public Parochial High School
National Children  School |, School B
in Schools Parents Parents Seniors
%- % % %
Yes 43 39 48 51 56
No 31 3 21 33 3
. 110
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Dor't knaw 26 - 30 21 16 13
ks 100 . 100 100 100 100

Do you feel it has improved the quality of

education received by white students?
Na Public Parochial High School
National Children School Schoaol Juniors &
Totals  In Schools Parents Parents Seniors
% % Y% Loy %
Yes 23 21 26 30 35
No 5 48 54 53 47
Don't know 26 =l 20 17 18
100 100 100 100 100
.

Do you feel it has improved relatians be-
tween blacks and whites or has it worked
against better relations?

. National ild Schooal  School Juniors &
Totals In Schools Parents Parents - Seniors
- % % H % %
Imiprovid
relationg 40 36 44 . 49 59
Worked
agaInst * 35 35 35 39 28
No apimion 25 29 -2 12 13
100 100 100 100 100

Same question, answers by different categories.

Improved Worked - Na
Relations Aagainst  Opinian

- %o % %
Sex ¢ ’ _
Men ® . 40 a7 23
. Warmne ' a0 33 27
Race
Whir 37 37 26
Monwhite . 63 15 22
Education ’
Elementary grades 26 43 31
Highschool incomplete a6 37 27
High school complew 37 38 25
Techmical, trade, or .
husiness school 41 34 25
{Continued on next page)
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. {Continued-from pre
College incomplee
Colleye graduate

.QOccupation
Business and professional
Cierical and sales
Farm
Skilled labor
Unskilled labor
Non-labar torce

Age
21 1a 29 years
30 1o 49 yhars
50 years and over

Religion

Pratestant
Roman Cathahic
Jevash

Al othuers

Region
East
Mirlwist
Sauth

Wast

Income
515,000 and over
210,000 1w 514,99
5 7,000 to 5 9,99¢
% 500005 69¢
% 3,000t 5 4,999
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In the sehools in your community, do you
think too many educational changes are being

tried, or not enough?
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No Public, Parochial High School
National Children Schoal School Juniors &
Totals  In Schools Parents Parents Seniors
% % . % % %
"Too many 22 21 23 - 24 14
Not enough 24 23 26 33 - 'B3
About right 32 24 44 28 . N
Don't know 22 ~ 32 7. 15 2
100 100 100 100 4 100

In some schools, time spent by students in
classrooms is being reduced to give more time
for independent study, that is, carrying out

schools give more time to independent study
than they presently do, or should they give less
time? :

Na Public Parochial High School
National Children School Schoaol Juniors &
Totals In Schools Parents Parents Seniors
More 3 30 3 39 5
1

Less 22 18 26 2

o
o

About fight
now 25 21 32 2
No opinion 22 a A1

100 100 100 1

2

[ W]

o
v | o owm

"Some people feel that too much emphasis is
placed in the high schools on preparing students
for college and not enough emphasis on prepar-
ing students for occupations that do not require
a college degree. Do you agree or disagree?

Mo Futj’lil‘; Parachial High School
National © Children  School School Juniors &
Totals In Schools Parents Parents Seniors
% L% ' % | %
Agree &8 67 61
Disagree 2
MNea opinan

6 4

_—
= |-
Loy LI N
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Adults .
No children in school 56%
Public school parents "39%°
Parochial school parents 8%"

*Totals exceed 44% because some parents have children attending
more than onue kind of school.

High school juniors and seniors

Public school! students ' 90%
Parochial and private school students 10%
High
' : School
All Juniors &
Adulis Seniors
Seax
Men 48 52
Women 52 48
{ 100 100
Race
White a1 90
Nonwhite ) _9 _1o
1007 100
Religion
Protestant 654 53
Roman Cathohic . 26 33
Jewish - 3 4
Others 7 10
100 100
Age - .
21 to 29 years T 20=
30 to 49 years ' as
80 vears and over 42
100
) 15 years and under i0
16 years . 30
17-years 42
18 yrars and over 18
100
Region
East 29 3
28 30

Midwest
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Community size
500,000 and over
50,000 to 499,999
25,000 to0 49,999
Under 25,000

Education

Elementary grades
High school incamplete
High schoal complete
‘Technical, trade, or
business schoal
College incomplete
College graduate

Oceupation

* Business and professional
Clerical and sales
Farm

~8kjlled labor

Unskitled labor
Non-labor foree
Undesignated

Income

$15,000 and over
$10,000 to 514,999
$ 7.000t0% 9,999
$ 5,000 tq$ 6,999
% 40001d% 4,999
$ 3000t0% 3,999
Under $2,999
Undesignated

#

Third Annual Pall

76 25
17 14
100 100

32 32

24 23

3 3
_4i _a2
100 100

16 >

19 a

3 Gl

5

7 1

13 ]
L e
100
24 29

1 13

5 6

18 23

21 2

19 4
2 4
100 100

17 18

26 32

18 14

15 15

5 4
5 5
12 4
2 8
100 100
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Chapter 5

Fourth Annual Gallup

Poll of Public Attitudes
Toward Education — 1972

Purpose of the Study .

The survey reported in the following pages was spon-
sored by CFK Ltd. and is the fourth in an annual series
designed to measure and record the attitude of American
citizens toward their public schools.

Each year new areas are covered as new problems
become salient. Some questions are repeated from earlier
years in order to measure trends. ’ '

The survey this year emphasized various ways of
providing funds for the oper
United States. Other issues which provoke discussion in the
educational world were included: the goals of education,
accountability, compulsory attendance, teacher tenure,
alternative ways for students to learn, the public’s attitudes
towards school boards and teachers,

The findings of this study apply to the nation as a whole
and not necessarily to any single community. These
findings do, however, permit local communities to compare
results of surveys conducted within their own community
with the results of the national survey.

CFK Lid. and the staff of Gallup International. Valuable.
help in selection of the areas of interest and concern to be' -
included in the survey came from: Forbes Bottomly,
superintendent of schools, Seattle, Wash.; B. Frank Brown,

director, Information and Services Division, Institute for

117
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Development of Educational Activities (1/D/E/A), Mel-
bourne, Fia., and member, LFK Lid. Board of Directors;
Stanley Elam, editor, Phi Delta Kappan, Bloomington, Ind.;
Ernest Jones, acting superintendent of schools, St. Louis,
Mo.; Carl L. Marburger, state commissioner of education,
Trenton, N.J.; and Kenneth Schoonover, superintendent,
Arapahoe County School District Six, Littleton, Colo.

Research Procedure

The Sample. The sample embraced a total of 1614
adults. it is described as a modified probability sample of
the nation. Interviewing was conducted in every area of the
country and in all types of communities. These commis-

mation. A full description of the adult sample will be found

at the end of this report.

A separate survey was undertiaken to learn the views of
profe miondl educators. This sample embraced 270 edu-
cators (teachers, assistant principdls, pringipals, adminis. -
trators, superintendents) These puersons also were inter:
viewedl 11 every area of the country and an all types of
COMIMUMiTigs, !

The Interviewing Formo Questions included in the
queshionnare were selected after many pretests conducted
i the inferviewing center maintained by the Gallup
arganaations in Hopewell, New Jursey.

Time of Interviewring. The tield work for this study was
done from April 21 thiough 23, 1972,

Major Problems Confronting
The Public Schools in 1972

Discipliog again ranks o the number one problem of the
pubhie schools, in the miuls of the citizens of the nation.
For one birief yeat, 1971, it dippped to third place in the
list. This year discipling 15 restored to the top position held
i earlier years, .

Based upon the number of mentions to the open
question, ""What do you think are the biggest problens with
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which the public schools in this community must deal?,”
the top problems are as follows:

Lack of discipline

Lack of proper financial support
Integration-segregation problems
Difficulty of getting “"good”’ teachers
Large school, too large classes
Parents’ lack of interest

Lack of proper facilities

Poor curriculum

Use of dope, drugs

CEND G A WN

Since last year the number of times the use of dope and
drugs was mentioned as a serious problem of the schools
has dropped significantly — from fifth place in 1971 to
ninth place in 1972,

The professional educators interviewed in this same
survey regard school finances as the number one problem,
followed in ‘order by integration/segregation, discipline,
parents’ fack of interest, quality of teaching, curriculum,
use of dope and drugs, and lack of proper school facilities.

Thg public’s desire for stricter school policies bearingﬂéﬁ
discipline has been manifested in many ways in the years
since thesz-annual CFK Ltd. surveys were established. The
present survey adds furtticr evidence,

The question of “s.dent rights” was probed in the
present survey. The question:

Generally speaking, do the lacal public school students in
this eommunity have too many rights and privileges, or not
engugh?

The general public replied:

Too many P
Not endugh fl‘
Just right -,
No opinion ' 159

right to vote, the

Since 18-year-olds now have the
“Kull-fledged citizens,

question has arisen as to whether,
they should not have more rights thg
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Should students who are 18 years of age, and now have the
right to vote, have more rights and privileges than other

students?
Yes 21%
No . 713%
No‘opinion 6%

It is warth noting again that in the 1971 survey the
public agreed, by a substantial majority, that while disci-
pline is a major concern, "if the schools and teachers
interest the children in learning, most disciplinary problems
disappear.”

In What Ways Are the Local
Public Schools Particularly Good?

Relatively few citizens ever stop to think about the good
things the public schools are doing. It is much easier 10
complain, To find out just what the typical citizen thinks
his own schools are ““doing right,” this question has been
included in all CFK Ltd. surveys:

. In your own opihion, in what ways are your lacal public
schools particularly good?

The responses, in arder of mention, follow:

T. The curriculum

2. The teachers

3. School facilities

4. Equal opportunity for all

5. No racial conflicts

6. Extracurricular activities

7. Up-to-date teaching methods

8. Good student-teacher relationships
9. Good administration
10. Small school or small classes

Because of the absence of objective data by which to
judge local schools, responses are almost never stated in
terms of achievernent, of success in reaching educational
goals, or the product itself — the graduates.
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Even professional educators are unlikely to judge the
schools by results. When they were asked this same
question, they named, in order: curriculum, teachers, equal
opportunity for all students, school facilities, up-to-date
teaching methods, no racial conflicts, good student-teacher
relationships, extracurricular activities, good administra-
tion, small school or small classes.

The Goals of Education
As the Public Sees Them

Most efforts to discover the public’s ideas on the goals of
cation have ended in questionable findings because
researchers have failed to distinguish between ends and
means.
To avoid this, the present survey has attempted to make
& separation, dealing with ends first and with means later.
An open question (with two probes) was utilized to get
at the pubhlic’s ideas of the ultimare goals of educatian, Thig

was the question asked:

People have different reasons why they want their children
to get an education, What are the chief reasons that come to
your mind?

After the person interviewad had wered this question,
he was asked if he could think of anything else. One furthe

Here are the responses and the percentages of respon
dents mentioning each in some form:

1. To get better jobs 44,

2. To get along better with people at

all levels of society 43%
3. To make mare maney - achieve

financial success 38%
4. To attain self-satisfaction 21%
5. To stimulate their minds 15%
6. Miscellaneous reasons 119 °

These responses show that the public thinks of educa-
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tion largely in a pragmatc way But this heavy emphasis on
matelial goals, at the expense of those concerned with
intellectual and artistic development, stould come as no
ctical people who believe firmly
ad to success in life,

shock, Americans are a pf

that education is the royal

Is there a wide chasm lgu(waen the educational programs
followed 1n the public schools and the programs to which
-u? Some will view these

the public attaches great importa
tabulations as evidence that there is. Yet we have already
seen that the public does nat regard curricular problems as
particularly serious, In fact curriculumn ranked at the top In
our tabulation of school strengths. \‘\

After having sought 10 learn the pLADIlL 5 views on the
ultimate goals of education, our interviewers handed each
respondent a card on which were listedd nine specific
programs for reaching educational goals.

Respandents were askoed fst dbout elinnentary school
children.

Helow are ratings of these progranms based upon the

mumbier of mentions The gquestion was

Which three of these educational programs [card fist]
would you like your local elementary schoals (grades 1-6) to
give more gllention o

1. Teaching students the skills of reading, writing, and
arithmetic

2, Teaching students how 1o solve problems and think
for themselves

3. Teaching students to respect law and Lsumnnly

4. Teaching students how to get along with others

§. Teaching stuclents the skills of speaking and listening

B

7

Teaching students vocational skills
. Teaching students health and physical education
8. Teaching students about the world of today and
yesterday (that is, history, ge agraphy, and civics)
4. Teaching students how to compete with others

Respondents were then asked the ;aﬂe guestion in
relation to junior and senior high schools (grades 7-12). In

order of mentions:

1. Teaching students lo respact faw and authority
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2. Teaching students how to solve problems and think
for themselves
3. Teaching students vocational skills

4. Teaching students how to get along with others
5. Teaching students the skills of speaking and listening
6. Teaching students about the world of today and

yesterday (that is, history, geography, and civies)
7. Teaching students the skills of reading, writing, and
arithmetic
8. Teaching students health and physical education
- 9. Teachmg students how to comn mpete with others

. Vcting Financial Help for Schools

School bond issues are still having their difficulties.
Thrnughaut the nation more are voted down than are
approved.

To shed light on the attitude of voters toward the
financial needs and problems of the public schools, this
question has been asked in each national survey beginning
with 1969:

Suppose the local public schools said they needed much
more money. As you feel ac this time, would you vote to
raise taxes for this purpose, ar would you vote against raising
taxes for this purpose?

The national results again show a greater number voting
against rather than for,

For raising taxes 36%
Against raising taxes 56%
No opinion 8%

The partern of those bvoring tax increases and those
apposed remains constant from year to year., Those most in
favor come from these groups: the better educated, the
younier age levels, business and professional people, and
white-collar workers.

The most opposition to voting tax increases comes from
these groups: the poorly educated, persons over 50 years of
age, low'income groups, and manual workers,
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Interestingly enough, the persons who have suffered
most from not having had a good education are the ones
most opposed to meeting present needs. Or perhaps a more
accurate statement is tnat the well-educated appreciate’
more fully how important a good education is.

Shifting the Tax Burden

During the year there has been much discussion abjout
reducing *he burden that has been placed on local property
to support the schools. Suggestions have been macle to shift
more of Yhe burden to state governments or to the federal
government or both. -

i To test sentiment in favor of shifting more of the burderi
to the state government, this guestion was asked:

It has been suggested that state taxes be increased for
everyone in order to let the state’government pay a greater
share of school expense and to reduce local property 1axes.
Woiild you favor an increase in staie taxes 50 that real estate
taxes could be lowered on local property? .

For . 55%
Against 34,
No opinion 11%

The Value-Added Tax

still another way of helping to finance the public
schaols of the nation is the value-added 1ax, much debated
in financial circles.

But the value-added tax fails to arouse much enthusiasm

. at this time, particularly since it is widely regarded as a

regressive tax, falling mare heavily on lower-income than on
higher-income groups.

The qugstiqn asked was this:

I has been suggested that a new kind of national sales tax,
sometimes called a valueadded tax, should be sdopted 1o
help reduce local property taxes that now support public
schaols. Do you favor or oppose such a tax? i

O
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Re.ults for the nation:

Favor :ﬁ; 344,

Oppose 51%

No opinion 15%,
F

Are New School Buildings
More Expensive Than They Need Be?

A inajority of citizens (53%) agree that new schools are
ent take

more expensive than they need be. Thirty-five
the opposite view; 12% have no opinion, The professional
educators interviewed agreed with the majority viewpoint
but by a narrower margin. | )

To shed light oh the public's thinking about building
costs, verbatim comments were recorded, They reveal the
wide variety of reasons why the public believes that new

“schools are too expensive:

"I think they are putting too much fancy stuff in these
rnew schools that kids don’t need and don't appreciate.”’

“Far too much goes to architects for designing frills and
not enough for basic needs.”

"School boards want to build monuments. They forget
that chianges are going on all the time in education and that
schools -built today will be ohsolete in 20 years. Why not
build for 20 years instead of a century?*’

"Unfortunately, schools are designed by people who
make more money by making them elaborate; they are not
designed by those who use them,”

"The cost per foot of tloor space for new sc
higher than the cost of goort office space. This proves to me
that there is graft.””

“"Why not temporary and portable buildings? These ca
satisfy edurational needs. All you need is a rdof over your

—
by

head and four walls,”

“Our schools have a lot of things they don’t need: rooms
where teachers sit and smoke, wall-to-wall carpeting, air
conditioners when the schools are not used in summer.”

Those who hold the opposite view — that new school
buildings are not too expensive — express their views in

“The extras spent on buildings are a good investment,
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They make the kids proud of their school.”

“Pgor children need to spend part of their day in nice
surroundings. The extras spent on buildings are good for
their morale.” -

“Part of the process of education depends on physical
environment. In this respect beautiful buildings are impor-
tant.”

“Because of inflation and high construction costs, all
buildings built today are too expensive.”

enure

Increasingly, the public disapproves of the idea of tenure
for teachers. As the salaries of educators become com-
parable with those in other fields, as teachers through their
unions and similar organizations develop more clout, and as
the supply of teachers bggins to exceed the demand, public
pressure to give up tenure will almost certainly intensify,

in the present survey, here is how the nation votes on
the issue of tenure, as stated in these words:

Most public school teachers have tenure, that is, after a
two- or three-yoar trial period, they receive what amounts to
a lifetime contract. Do you approve of disapprove of this
policy? —
- The results for the nation and for two key groups are as
follows:

Do you approve or disapprove of tenu re?

National Parents of Professional
Survey Schoal Children Educator;
. % % %
Approve 28 27 53
Disapprove 61 €4 42
Mo opimen 11 9 5

Two vyears ago, in the 1870 CFK Ltd. survey, a
substantially similar question produced these results: In
favor of tenure, 36%; opposed, 53%; no opinion, 12%,
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- Placing the Blame
Far’ Poor Schoaol Work

When a child does poorly in school, wha or what is
ch|ef|y to blame? The consensus: the child’s home life.
" To ‘try to find out where the typical citizen places the )
blame for school failure, this question was asked of all
those who pammpated in the survey, including the profes-
sional educamrs

When some chiidran do poorly in sichm:i some people
place the blame on the childran, some on the children’ s homa
life, some op the school, and some 'on the teachars. Of
course, all of these things share the blame, but whers would

you placa the chief blame?

The results below show how the nation votes and how
this compares with the vote of parents with children now in
public school and with the vote of the professional
educators.

, National Parents of Professional
Sufvey School Children Educators
% % %
On the children 14 20 8
On the children's
haome life 57 683 67
On the school 6 77 9
On the teachers 12 13 7

With such wide agreement that home factors are
responsible for educational failure, one wonders why so
little attention is being given 1o the solution of this
problem. Neither the-schools naor the teachers can be
expected to re-order the home life of children, yet many
surveys have' shown that parents are eager for help and

suggestions. This is true of the highly educated as weli as

the poorly educated. Certainly, if a child’s success in school
is largely dependent upon his home life, more time and
effort should be devoted to finding out ways to deal with
these home factors.

Parent-School Liaison

Many schools are now making an effort to bridge the gap
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between school and hore but their efforts are often cas...!
and misdirected, o

Only slightly more than a third of the parents with
children enrolled in the public schools had attended any
meeting (from September, 1971, through April, 1972)
whose purpose was to show how they, as parents, can
increase the interest of their children in school work, teach
them how and when to do school work, and help in other
ways to promote school success.

Year-Around Schools

The proposal that schools be kept open the year around
is gaining acceptance throughout the nation. When parents
discover that this plan need not interfere with family
vacations, some of the opposition is removed.

The percentage of citizens favoring the year-a
plan has now reached a clear majority. This question was
asked in the latest survey:

round

To tilize school buildings to the full axtent, would you
favor keeping the school open year aroﬁﬁd? Each student
would attend school for nine months over the course of a
yaar. Do you approve of disapprove?

Eor the nation, the results show:

Approve 53%
Disapprove 41%
No opinton 6%

The professional educator group is even more favorably
inclined towards this proposal, as revealed by the following
figures:

Approve 66%
Disapprove 30%
No opinion 4%

The trend in favor of the year-atound concept is
evidenced by comparing the 1970 figures with the present.
In the survey two years ago, a total of 42% of the nation’s
adults approved, 49% disapproved, and 9% had no opinion.
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Making School More Interesting

Most parents say their children like to go to school. At
the same time they have many ideas about how to make
school more interesting, Here, in their verbatim comments,
are some of their suggestions:

“Teachers could try much harder to interest students in
the subjects they teach. Children can’t judge how importam
something is. They must be told — and sold.”’

I have found that if a teacher is enthusiastic abaut his
subject the students will also be enthusiastic. And you can
be sure if he isn’t the students will be bored."

“"More field trips, extra work, doing things they enjoy
doing. You learn by doing.”’

“More discipline is needed to control the hoodlum
elernent. Students can’t be expected to learn when the
schaol is in a state of chaos.”

“There should be better comfunication between the
teacher and the parent in order to make the parent more
effective. The parent could then show more interest in the
work the child ‘is doing, and the child, as a result, would
take more interest in school.”

“My recipe would be to give more responsibility to the
student and to select livelier teachers.”

“Give the students more study freedom, better access to
hooks, Let students decide what their interests are and then
encourage them to follow up these interests.”

“Some teachers are just plain boring. There should be
some way to reward, with higher salaries, those who are
able to interest students.”’

"'Since sports have been cut out of our schools to save
money, my son has lost interest in the school and in his
work."”

“Keep up the creative challenge all the time., School
should expect more of every student — the poor as-well as
the good.”’

“In this community the kids are afraid to go to school.
The bullies and problem makers should be put together and
not allowed to bother other students.”

""Schools should plan a whole series of special talks to
get students to understand and appreciate the importance
of what the school is trying to teach them.”’,
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Starting Age for School

I he proposal that young chiltbren start schoaol at the ags
of 4 does nat arouse much enthusiasm from the American
public at this time,

Interesting differences are  found  amony different
groups, however, as revealed in the percentages belovw

Samea educators have proposed that young children start
sehool a year earlier — at the age of 4. Does this sound like a

" good idea or not?

Parents of Parents of
Public Private Prafos:
Schoel Schoaol signat
National Chuldren Children Educators

Y % Y %o
Favor 37 a2 41 40
Oppose 4 65 3123 54
N opifiiun "4 ki 1 G

Compulsory Attendance

A growing viewpeint among professional educators s
that it makes little sense to reqguire students to attend
school when they are totally uninterested, get little of value
rfm_lj‘n their school work, and all too often become a
disrupting factor for ather students,

This view, the findings reveal, is largely confined to

educatars. The public still thinks of the schools in a
custodial sense. This question was asked:

tn each state children are required to go to school until
they reach a certain age, If vou were the one to decide, what
would be the age in this state? Do you baliave those
youngsters not interested in school should be forced to
attend slementary school (grades 1.6)7 Junior and senior high
school (grades 7-12)7

The public and the professional educators vote this way:

Professional
Public Educatars
Leave School at Age: % %
14 years 2 7
156 years 1 3
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16 years 28

42
17 years . 11 8
18 years 42 23
19 years 8 4
No minimum age 4

Compulsory attendance at elementary schoal is univer-
sally approved. The public votes 91% in faw:r of this policy.

- Compufsory attendance at junidr and ° ‘senior high school
is also favored, by 73% in the case of the public, by 56% in
the case of professional educators,

s

Making Better Use of Outside Dppgrtunitieé

The publn: likes the idea of permitting students to make
" greater use ‘of educational opportunities found outside the
school, Professional edutatgrs are even mare in favor of the

idea.
This is the question:

«© In most communities students can learn many things
outside the school. Would you ;:i}vevg or disapprove if the
schools here reduced the amount of classroom instruction to
allow students to make greater use of the educananal
oppartunities ﬂutslgﬂ the school?

-

The results: / /
Professional
! Pubhe Educators
/ N A
Approve e 56 72
Disapprove-—= = 35 26
No opinian” g 2

Least enthusiastic about the idea are the parents with
children now enrolled in the public schoals, They vote in
favor of the idea hut by a narrower margin — 49% to 43%.

Nongraded Schools

The public approves of the nongraded school concept by
the very substantial margin of 71% to 22%, with 7%
expressing no opinion, Professionial edut:a’mrs mterwewed
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approve nongraded schools by the ratio of B7% to 11%.
The question asked was this:

Shaiild a student be able 1o progress ﬂ‘!ri’DLlﬂh the school
system at his own speed and without regard to the usual
grade levels? This would mean that he might study seventh:

grade math but only fth-grade English. Would you favor or
opposa such a plan in the local schools?

Approval of this idea is so high throughout the nation
that the movement toward nongraded schools will un-
doubtedly accelerate over the next decade.

Attitudes Toward Local School Boards '

Nationally, school boards get high marks from the public
for their effarts to improve the quality of education. And
those who are in the best position to know - parents who
have children now enrolled in the public schools and
professional educators — give them the highest marks,

This question was put to those included in the present
sUrvey:

work hard to improve the quality of education?
3

Now, a question about the |iiu;a’l school board, . .. Doss it

The nattonal result is:

Yes 59%,
No 19%
No opinion 299,

The professional educators, In response 1o the same
question, say:

Yes
No
No opinion

in the case of parents with children now attending

public schools, the vote 15!
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Yes 86%
No 21%
No opinion 13%

Teaching as a Career

The public’s high regard for teachers and for the
teaching profession has been evidenced in many ways in
these annual surveys. In the present study, two out of every
three citizens interviewed said they would like to have a
"child of theirs take up teaching as a career, The vote: '

Yes 67%
No 22%
No opinicn 11%

While this percentage is very high, it is worth noting that
it was higher in earlier surveys. Comments by those
interviewed shed light on the drop. Many are aware that
teaching jobs are scarce and that supply in many areas

teaching has become “dangerous,’’ with children permitted
to run “wild” in many schools,

The Major Problems
What do you think are the biggest problems
with which the public schools in this com-
munity must deal?
Publiec Private  Profes-
National Mo Childran School  School sional
Totals In Schools Parents Parents Educators
N= 1,790 996 698 144 270
% % % % %
Discipline 23 23 23 26 20
Integration/
segregation 18 20 14 17 23
Finances 9 17 22 16 35
Teachers 14 14 14 18 13
Facilities 5 4 7 4 11
Curriculum 5 4 5 4 12

{Continued an next pagel
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{Continued from preceding page)

B Parants’ lack
of interast 6 6 5] 3 18
Large schoal, ’
large classet 10 9 10 15
Dopae, drugs 4 4 4 3 11
There are
no problers 2 3 2 8
Miscellaneous g 8 i1 12 12
Don't know/
no answer 12 13 12 9 4
- ~ What's Right With the Schools

public schools particularly good?
. Public Privatie ~ Profes-
National No Children School Sehool sional
Totals In Schools Parents Parents Educators

N= 1,790 996 698 144 270
% % % % S %
Teachers 19 15 28 13 29
Curriculum 21 16 28 15 42
Facilities 8 7 2] 8 16
Up-to-date :
teaching method 5 4 B G 12
Extra curficu- :
lar activities 5 3 8 8 51
No racial
" contlicts 7 7 6 4 1
Small school-
small classes 3 Z 5 1 4
Good adrminis-
tration ) Z 5 3 &6
Good student/
teacher rela-
tionships 4 2 4 6
Parents are
injerested,
pr;{r'impaie 2 1 3 3 3
Disciplyne 2 1 2 - , 2
Transporiation
system 1 1 2 1
Equal 6ppor-,
. tunities for all 8 8 8 7 1%
Close to home 1 1 2 3 1
. MNothing is good 7 7 6 i5 5
Miscellaneous 1 1 1 - 1
Don't knaw/
no answer a3 43 19 is 5
134
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Student Rights and Privileges
Generally speaking, do the local publie

school students in this community have too many
rights and privileges, or not enocugh?

) Public Privats Profes-
Nationasl ‘No Childran Scheol Schosl sianal

! Totals In Schools Parents Parents Educators
N=1,790 296 - G9B 144 270
% % % % %
Too many Kl 41 40 40 33
Not enough 1 12 9 12 17
- Just right a3 28 42 . 28 42
No.opinion 15 19 9 - 20 8
100 100 100 100 100

Rights of Older Students.

Should students who are 18 years of age,
and now have the right to vote, have more
rights and privileges than other students?

Public Private 'Profes-

Mational No Childrsn Sehool School sional
Totals In Schools Parents Parents Educstors

N=1,790 996 698 144 - 270

% % % % %

Yes 21 24 17 19 24
No .73 7 77 76 73
Don’'t know L] __5 __B 5 3
100 100 100 100 . 100

School Starting Age

Some edﬁsamrs; have proposed that young
children start school a vear earlier — at the age
of 4. Does this sound like a good idea or not?

Public  Private - Profes-

National No Children School School  sional
Totals In Schools Parents Parents Educators
N= 1790 996 69 144 i 270
% % % % L%
Good idea 32 e § IR 3z 41 40
Poor idea 64 64 65 58 84 -
No opinion 4 5 3 1 B
100 100 100 100 100
135
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Same guestion, answers by othar categories.

Percant Good Poor Don't Know/

Totals Idea ldea Na Answer
% % %
Men 100 33 63 4
Women 160 3 65 : 4
Race
White 100 28 &8 4
Nonwhite 100 &3 34 3
Education
Elementary grades 100 24 72 4
High sehool incomplete 100 29 67 a
High school complete 100 34 63 3
Technical, trade, or
business school 100 38 81 i
College incomplete 160 7 56 7
College graduate 106 3 63 4
Occupation
Business & professional 100 a3 61 B
Clerical & sales 100 42 56 2
Farm 100 14 82 4
Skilled labor 100 29 69 2
Unskilled labor 100 36 61 3
Naon-labor force 100 27 68 5
Age
Under 21 years 100 39 54 7
21 to 29 years 100 47 51 2
30 1o 49 years 100 32 64 4
50 years and over 100 24 72 4
Religion
Protestant 100 28 69 3
Roman Gatholic 100 33 63 4
Jewish 100 - 64 34 12
All athers 100 48 46 [
Regioh
East 100 36 558 5
Midwest 00 . 28 70 2
South 100 29 68 3
Wast 100 37 g9 4
Incormé
%15,000 and over 100 34 62 4
$10,000 to $14,999 100 a6 61 3
§ 7.000 10 $9.999 100 30 67 3
§ 5,000 10 § 6,999 100 a3 62 5
$3,00010% 4,999 100 29 67 4
Under #3,000 100 23 72 S
13
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500,000 and over 100 45 49 b

50,000 10 499,999 100 33 64 3

& 25,000 10 49,999 100 29 67 4
, Under 25,000 100 22 75 3

Teacher Tenure
Most public school teachers have tenure;
that is, after a two- or three-year trial period,
they /receive what amounts to a lifetime con-
tract. Do you approve or disapprove of this
policy?
Public Private Profes.
National Mo Children School School sional

Totals In Schools Parents Parents. Educators

N= 1,790 996 698 144 270

% % % % %

Approve 28 28 27 28 63
Disapprove 61 59 64 63 42
No opinion 11 13 _9 _9 &5
' 100 100 100 100 100

Compulsory Attendance,
Upper Age Limits
In each state children are required to go to
school until they reach a certain age. If you
were the one to decide, what would be the age?
Public Private  Profes-
National No Children School School sional
Totals In Schools Parents Parents Educators

M= 1,790 996 698 144 270

% % % s % %

. 14 years & under 2 2 o] 1 7

15 years 1 2 1 1 3

16 years 28 29 2B 18 42

Over 16 years 61 0] 64 65 as

Don’t know I 7 _7 15 9
100 100 100 100 96+

*F
age; that is, they do not believe in compulsory education.
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Same question, answers by other categories.

j Par- Over

. . eent 14 15 16 18 Don't Knaw/
Totals Yrs. Yrs. Yrs. ¥rs.  No Answer
% % % % %
Sex .
Men 00 2 22 3 &7 8
Women 100 1 1 26 &5 7
Race -
White 00 2 2 30 89 7
Naonwhite L1060 o 1 77 11
Education
Elementary grades 100 1 1 28 99 1
High school incom-
plete 100 21 70 7
High school complete 100 1 25 67 6

Technical, trade, or

business school 100 2 2 35 &8 2
College incomplete 100 2 2 36 - 83 7
Coliege graduate 100 5 3 36 46 10

Occupation
Business & pro- -

fassional ) 100 3 2 33 54 8
Clerical & sales 1006 1 2 25 64 8
Farm 100 O 1 26 72 1
Skilled labor 100 1 0 25 66 8
Unskilied labor 100 1 1 23 67 8
Non-labor force 100 2 3 31 56 8

Age
Under 21 years 100 1 1 29 61 8
21 1o 29 years 100 3 1 26 62 8
30 to 49 years 100 1 1 27 63 g
50 years and over 100 2 2 30 &1 5
Religion
Protestant 100 2 1 28 63 6
Roman Catholic 100 1 1 24 67 7
Jewish ijoo0 3 6 35 39 7
All others 100 3 2 37 47 11
Ragion
East 100 3 2 28 58 8
Midwest 100 1 1 31 62 5
South 100 1 1 22 67 =]
West W0 2 3 32 57 6
Income
%15,000 and over joo 3 3 35 682 7
£10,000 10514999 100 O 1 29 &5 . 5
§ 7000t0$ 9999 100 1 0 26 66 ’ 7
£ 5000tw0% 6999 100 1 1 23 67 8
138
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Under $3,000 -
Community size
500,000 and, over
50,000. 10 499,999
25,000 to 49,999
Under 25,000

100 3
100 3
100 2
100. 2
100 2
100 2

2 27
3 25
2 24
3 n
0 13
2 30
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Cam\pulsnry Attendance,
Lower Age Limits
Do 'you balieve those youngsters not in-
terested in school should be forced to attend

elementary school {grades 1 to 6)?
Public Private  Profes-
National No Children School Schoal sional
Totals In Schools  Parents Parents Educators
N= 1,790 296 €698 144 270
% % % % %
Yes 9 91 az a3 a1
No 7 7 7 6 2]
Den't know 2 2 1 _ 1 0
100 100 100 100 100
Junior and senjor highfschgal (grades 7 ta 12)?
Yes 73 7 75 76 56
- No 24 25 23 18 38
Don't know 3 __ 4 2 _ 6 5
100 100 100 100 100
Voting Tax Increases
~.Suppose the local public schools said they
needed much more money. As you feel at this
time, would” you vote to raise taxes for this
purpose. or would vou vote agamst raising taxes
for this purpase, o _
Fubh: Private  Profas-
National No Children School Schoeol . sional
Totals In Schools Parents Parents Educators
N=" 1,790 996 698 144 270
% % % % %
Far 36 35 37 38 67
Against 56 56 56 &5 29
No opinion __ 8. .9 _7 7 4
100 100 100 100 100
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Same question, answers by other categories.

Parcent Don't Er::;w/
! ) ’ Totals Far Against No Answer
i % % " % "
Men 100 a7 56 7 .
Wamen 100 35 57 8
Race ’
White 100 35 - 57 8
Nonwhite 100 41 48 "
Educsation y
Elamentary grades 100 27 64 2]
High schoaol incomplete 100 32 61 7
High school complete 100 33 60 7
Technical, trade, or
pusiness school 100 38 59 3
College incomplete 100 45 45 10
College graduate 100 50 41 9
Occupation
Business & professional 100 43 50 7
' Clerical & sales 100 a7 47 6
Farm 100 26 65 g
Skilled labor . 100 33 60 7
Unskilled labor 100 30 61 9
Non-labor force 100 30 62 8
Age .
Under 21 years 100 45 42 13
2129 years . 100 41 49 10
30-49 years 100 36 57 7
50 years and older 100 32 &1 7
Raligion
Protestant 100 36 57 7
Roman Catholic | 100 32 52 9
Jewish 100 55 39 5]
All others . 100 35 52 13
Region
East 100 33 68 9
Midwaest 100 37 58 . & 5
South 100 37 53 10
Wast 100 36 55 g
Income
$15,000 and over 100 39 54 7
£10,000 to $14,999 100 a0 62 8
% 7,000te % 9,999 100 34 59 7.
£ 5000t % 6,999 100 36 68 &
$ 3,000t0 % 4,999 100 27 64 9
Under $3,000 100 27 &8 15
140

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



Fourth Annual Poll

Eafﬁmuﬁity size

500,000 and over 100 37 54 g
50,000 to 499,999 100 37 55 8 *
25,000 to 49,999 100 22 78 0
Under 25,000 100 35 57 8

’ Higher State Taxes,

Lower Property Taxes
\ }t has been suggested that state taxes be
ey iNcreased for averyone in order to let the state
government pay a greaisr share of school
expense and to reduce local property taxes.
Would you favor an increase in state taxes so
that real estate taxes could be lowered on local
property?
Public Private  Profes.
National No Children School : School sional
Totals In Schools Parents Parants Educators

N= 1,79 296 698 144 270

% % % % %

For 55 56 54 51 68
Against 34 a3 36 37 27
No opinion __11 11 10 rs 5
100 - 100 100 100 © 100

Same question, answers by other categotries.

i Percent Dan't Know/
Tatals For  Against Mo Answer
% % %
Sex
Men 100 55 35 10
Women 100 55 33 12
Race -
White 100 55 35 10
Nonwhite 100 56 30 14
Education
Elementary grades 100 49 35 16
High school incomplete 100 86 34 10
High school complete 100 57 a3 12
Technical, trade, ar
business school 100 48 a1 11
College incomplete 100 56 36 8
College graduate 100 58 35 7

{Continued on next pagel
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Occupation
Business & professional 100 57 35 8
Clerical & sales 100 53 29 18
Farm 100 59 26 15
Skilled labor 100 52 an 8
Unskilled labor 100 58 34 B
Non-labor force 100 52 33 15
Age
Under 21 years 100 63 24 13
21:29 years 100 55 35 10
30-49 years 100 55 35 10
50 years and over 100 54 4 12
Religion
¢ Protestant 100 55 34 n
Roman Catholic 100 57 33 10
Jewish 100 54 37 g
All others 100 a9 38 12
Region
East 100 54 35 1
Midwest 100 58 32 10
South 100 a8 38 14
Waest 100 61 a1 B
Income
15,000 and over 100 55 35 10
£10,000 to 514,999 100 54 36 10
$ 7,00010 % 9,999 100" 55 37 8
% 5,00010% 6,999 100 56 32 12
% 3000105 4,999 100 60 27 13
Under $3,000 100, 51 )| 18
Community size
500,000 and over 100 55 33 12
50,000 1o 499,999 100 52 36 12
25,000 1o 49,999 100 58 36 [
Under 25,000 100 56 34 10

{Continued from preceding page)

The Value-Added Tax
it has been' suggested that a new kind of
national sales tax, sometimes called a value
added tax, should be adopted to help reduce
local property taxes that now support public
schools. Do you favor or oppose such a tax?
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: Publie Private  Profes-
National No Children School School sional
Totals In Schools Parents Parents Educators

N= 1,790 996 698 144 270
. % % % % %
Favor 3as 35 30 37 a8
Oppose 51 50 54 51 53
No opinion 14 15 16 12 9
100 100 100 100 100
Iricreasing the Child’s Interest in School
Can anything be done by the school to
increase your child's interest in going to school?
Public Privata
School School
Parents Parants
N= 698 144
Yes 42 30
No 46 51
Don’‘t know 12 19
100 100
Placing Blame for Poor School Work
When some children d poorly in schoal,
some people place the blame on the children,
some on the children’s home life, some on the
hool, and some on the teachers. Of course, all
these things share the blame, but where
«Would you place the ch/ef blame?
¥ Public Private Profes.
Naticnal No Children School School sional
Totals In Schools  Parents Parents Educators
N= 1,790 996 698 144 270
. % % . % % %
On children 14 1M 20 12 8
On ehiildren’s k
home life 57 61 . B3 58 67
On schools [ 5 B 7 10 9
On teachers 12 1 13 12 7
No opinion 13 15 12 14 10
Nate: Columns add to more than 100% because of some multiple
respornses,
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Teaching as a Career
Would you like to havea child of yours take
up teaching in the public schools as a career?

Public Private Profes-
National No Children School Scheol siona!

- Totals in Schools Parents Parents Educators
N= 1,790 996 698 144 270
: % % % % %
Yes 67 65 71 61 72
No . 22 21 1 an 22
Don't know 11 14 _.8 _ -] 6
100 100 100 100 100

The Ngngraded School

Should a student be able to progress through
the school system at his own speed and without
regard to the usual grade levels? This would

: mean that he might study seventh- -grade math
but only fifth- grade English. Would you favor
or oppose such a plan in the local schools?

pPublic Private Profes-
National No Children School School sional
Totals In Schools  Parants Parents Educators

N= 1,790 996 698 144 270

% % - % % %

Favor 71 69 74 73 87
Oppose 22 22 22 22 11
Mo opinion 7 ] 4 5 2
100 100 100 100 100

The Year-Around School

To utilize schoo! buildings to the full extent,
would you favor keeping the school open year
around? Each student would attend school for
nina months over the course of a yaar. Do you
approve of dl;ﬂpprm&?
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Public Private  Profes-
National No Children School School sional
Totals In 5chools  Parents Parents Educators

N= 1,790 996 698 144 270

% % % % %

Approve 53 5 50 52 66
Disapprove 41 a7 47 43 30
Don't know 6 7 3 5 4
100 100 100 100 100

Parents’ Meetings

September where the chief topic was how you,
as a parent, could increase the interest of your
child{ren) in his (their} school work, how and
when 10 do homework, and other such matters
that show what can be done at home to help
the child in school?

Fublic Private
School School
Parents Parents
W= &498 144
% %
Yes 37
No 3]
Can'trecall 2
100
The Si:hool Without Walls
In most communities students can learn
many things outside the ‘choo!. Would you
approve or disepprove if the schools here
reducad th. amcunt of classroom instruction to
/ allow student: to make greater wse of the
educational opportunities outside the school?
ubdic  Private Profes-
FMaucnal No Chiidran School School sional
T atais In Schools Parents Parents Educators
N= 1,740 996 698 144 270
% % % %
Approve 56 BU 49 63 72
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(Continued trom procediig gl

Disapprove 34 43 20 26
No opimioan 10 B B 2
100 10U Uy 100

Rating the School Board
Now, a guestion about the local school
board. Does it work hard to improve the
quality of education?

Public Private Profes-
National No Children School 5choo! sional
Totals In Schools FParents Parents Educators

N= 1.790 996 698 144 270

% % Ya % %

Tty 59 &4 ] al
i 19 18 19 25
By opyine 22 E’H ) 71,& i Ei
1610) [Rs] 14H) 14X}

Analysis of Respondents

National Adults

No children i schaol
Pubiic school patents
r

IR | . PO
[ASSTRP IR R FFE T SR -
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Chapter 6 :

Fifth Annual Gallup

Poll of Public Attitudes
Toward Education — 1973

Purpose of the Study

The survey reported in the following pages was spon-
sored by CFK Lid. and is the fifth in an annual series
designed to measure and record the attitude of American
titizens toward their public schools,

Each year new areas are covered as new problems come
forth. Some questions are repeated from earlier years in
order to measure trends.

The findings of this study apply to the Aation as 4 whole
and not necessarily to any single community. These
findings do, however, permit local communit.es tg compare
results of surveys conductad within their own community
with the results of the national survey.

The study represents the joint planaing of the staff of
CFK Ltd. and tha staff of Gallup Inten.ational. Valuatle
help in salection of the arzas of interests and concern to be
included in the survey came from: Medill Bair, superin-
tendent of schools, Hartie.«', Toan. (now director, Educa-
tional Collabaraiory of Sreater Boston, Harvard Unp er-
sity); B, Frank Brown, director, information and Serv’ :es,
I/D/E/A, Melbourne, Fla., Gecrge L. Brown, state SEMgior,
Colorado, und evecutive director, Maira Denver Urban
Coalition; Stanley Elam, editor, Phi Lelta Kappan, Bloom-
ington, Ind.; Richard Koeppt, superintendent, Cherry
Creek Gchool District No. 5, Englewcod, Colo.: Etta Ler
Powall, principal, North fethssda Junior High School,
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‘Bethesda, Md.; Donald Waldrip, superintendent of schools,

Cincinnati, O.

Research Procedure

The Sample. The sample embraced a total of 1,627
adults. It is described as a modified probability sarmyile of
the nation. |nterviewing was conducted in every area of the
country and in all types of communities. These communi-
ties, taken together, represent a true microcosm of the
nation. A full description of the adult sample will be found
at the end of this report.

A separate survey was undertaken to learn the views of
professional educators. This sample embraced 306 edu-
cators (teachers, assistant principals, principals, adminis:
trators, superintendents). These persons also were inter-
viewed in every area of the country and in all types of
communities.

The Interviewing Form. Questions included in the
questionnaire were selected after several pretests conducted
by the field staff maintained by the Gallup organizations.

Time of Interviewing. The field work for this study was
conducted during the period of May 11 through 13, 1873

Major Problems Confronting
The Public Schools in 1973

When the public is asked 10 name the most amportant
problems confronting the public schools in their
community, discipline leads the list — as it has four out of
the last five years.

There has been a slight change, however. The percentage
of respondents naming discipline is not quite so high as it
was in 1969, a period of turmoil in the colleges and
universities, But rising in the list, and now in second place,

“is the complex of problems arising from integration/segrega-

tion. Five years ago these racial issues were fifth on the list
of problems.

tn the 1969 survey, the use of drugs by students was
mentioned by very few. In the 1973 survey, drug use is
mentioned by enough respondents to place it fifth in the
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list of problems, In 1969 lack of proper school facilities was
second in the list; now this problem has dropped to ninth
place, )

Problems do change, it can be seen, even in a relatively
short period of time. Unfortunately, the two problems
which head the list today — discipline and racial disorder —
are the very stuff from which front-page newspaper articles
are born. This bad publicity has had a marked influence an
the public, as survey results show, and especially on those
persons who do not have children in the schools and who
must rely to a greater extent, therefore, on the media for
their information about the public schools.

Here is the list of problems confronting the public
schools, in order of mentions for 1973:

Lack of discipline

. Integration/segregation problems
Lack of proper financial support
Difficulty of getting "good” teachers
Use of drugs

Size of school/classes

Poor curriculum

Parents’ lack of interest

Lack of proper facilities

School board policies

CLoNDO bW~

—

When professional educators were asked the same ques-
tion, their replies in general agree with the public’s, with.a
few notable differences. For example, lack of proper
financial support rates as the number one prablem with this
group, and the lack of good teachers number eight, The
educators wouid include pupils’ lack of interest along with
parents’ lack of interest among the top 10 problems.

L

In What Ways Are the Local
Public Schools Particularly Good?

. Having directed the thinkimg of respondents to the
problems — to what is wrong with the public schools — it
was only proper to ask those inciuded in the survey to tell
what they thought was right. Here are their answers, listed
in order of mentions:
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. The curriculum

. The teachers

. School facilities

. Extracurricular activities

. Up-to-date teaching methods
5. Absence of racial conflicts

. Good administration

B B -

T L

o

Professional educators name the good points about the
public schools in about this same order. They head their list
with ‘‘good teachers’ and place hoth up-to-date teaching
methods and good administration higher on their lists.

. In an earlier survey report the absence of objective
criteria in judging the public schools was noted. The same
abservation holds for the present study. Factors that would
be important in a program of accountability are seldom, if
ever, mentioned.

Changes of Attitude in Recent Years

included in the present survey was one of the mast
revealing questions asked in this series of annual surveys:

In recent years has your overall attitude toward
the public schools in your community become more
favorable or less favorable?

Replies to this question, and analysis of the reasons why
respondents feel more favorably or less favorably toward
the schools, reveal a basic fact: The more respondents know
at firsthand about the public schools, the more favorable
are their views; the less interested and less well informed,
the less favorable. Most important is the fact that persons
who depend on the media for their information are most
critical of the schoals.

Parents with children now in the public schools say they
have become more favorable in their views of the public
schools in recent years; those who have no children in
school hold the reverse opinion.

Professional educators are about evenly divided between
those whose views have become more favorable and those

whose views have become less favorable. .
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Here are the results by groups:

Public Private  Profes-

Mational No Children School School sional
~ Totals In Schools Parents Parents Educators
N= 1,627 928 620 124 306
% % % % %
Attitudes Toward
Schools
Becoming more
favorable 32 25 42 3 39
Becoming less
favorable 36 38 31 46 a1
No change/
no opinion 32 37 27 23 20
100 100 100 100 100G

it can be argued that, of the groups named above, the
best judge of the public schools should be the parents of
children who are now attending these schools. And the
weight of their opinion is clearly on the favorable side,

From this, it might be assumed that an information
program that gives the public a better idea of what the
schools zre doing, and trying to do, would have an
important impact on the general public’s views,

Sourees of Information About the Schools

For the general public, the best source of information
about the public schools in their communities is the
students themselves. Of the media, the best source of
information is clearly the newspapers. The broadcast
media = radio and television — are cited by only half as
many.

Parents of students rank second as a source of informa-
tion, with teachers and the school board receiving the same
number of mentions. What the survey findings seem to
indicate, therefore, is that attitudes about the quality of the
local schools are based upon information gained from many
sources: the firsthand experience of students and teachers
and from other parents, as well as from the media of
communication, especially newspapers, The question:
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judge thg quality of schools in your community; that
is, whaté do you get your information about the
schools:

The results:
Public Private Profes-
National No Children Sehool School sional
Totals In Schools Parents - Parents Educators

N= 1,627 928 620 124 306
% % % % %
Sources of
Information
Students 43 a5 56 48 48
Newspapers 38 42 a3 41 34
Sehaol board/ i
faculty a3 24 45 a8 B2
Pararts of
students a3 N 35 41 39
Other adults in
community 23 24 22 20 27
Radio and/ar )
television 20 25 14 18 21
Other 12 12 13 15 20
PTA 3 . 7 5 1
Undesignated 4 6 2 2 1

{Totals ex:eedeD% because of multiple responses,)

Discipline

Because discipline so regulaily leads the public's list of
“problems’ of the public schools, an attempt was made to
probe into the meaning attached to this word by the public.
Respondents were therefore asked this open-ended ques
tion: :

When we talk about ‘‘discipline’” in the schools,
just what does this mean to you?

- The following statements convey some idea of the wide
range of views: .
"Discipline is respect for the feacher on the part of the
child; and respect for the child on the part of the teacher.”
Learning taking place without confusion,”

154



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Fitth Annual Fall

“Keeping children so interested in what they are learning
that obeying the rules is almost automatic,”

“Discipline is self-control and a proper respect for other
students, for those in authority.” :

"Without discipline neither school nor society can exist.
The world would be bedlam.”

"Proper discipline makes children happier. When they
runi wild, they are undone by the confusion they create.”

Most respondents see discipline as a matter of obeying
rules, respecting views of parents, teachers, and others in
authority, and being considerate of fellow students who
wish to learn in a peaceful atmosphere,

While law and order have become almost code words for
the conservative viewpoint in politics, the basic concept is
held in high regard by the public. In fact, in the 1972
survay, when asked to choose from a list of nine goals of
education, the public placed “teaching students to respect
law and authority’’ as the top goal for students in grades
7-12.

Are High Schools Getting Too Large?

In the 1950s James Conant argued persuasively that high
schools should be large because only the large high schoals
could afford to have special courses in special subjects,
since small high schoois would not have encugh students
interested in these fields to warrant separate classes.

Apparently the tide has turned, Today all groups,
including professional educators, are of the opinion that
schools are too large; only a relatively small percentage hold
that they are not big enough, )

The ideal size of a school usually gets related in the
typical person’s mind to the size of school that he attended.
To minimize this factor, a question was designed that
sought to remove the issue at least one step from the
respondent’s own experience, The guestion that proved
best, after testing, is as follows:

In some areas of the U.5., new towns and cities ars
being built. This gives city planners the opportunity
to build school facilities that are “just right”* in size.
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What do you think would be the ~ideal’”” number of
_ students in a high sehool? )

After this question was asked, a second question sought

to elicit opinions on the general issue of whether high

schools are too large or not large enough. Replies to the

latter question show that major groups making up the

public agree quite closely. Professional educators show even

a larger proportion holding the view that schools are 100
~ large.

Here is the question:

Do you think high schools today are getting too
large or aren’t they large enough? —
Public Private  Profes-

Natianal No Children School School sional
Totals In Schools Parents Parents Educators

N= 1,627 928 620 124 306
% % % % %

Getting too
large 57 55 60 61 76

Not targe

enough 13 12 14 12 5
Just right 15 15 15 15 5
No aginon 15 18 i1 12 i
100 100 100 100 BN

*Where sum of percentages in columns does not total 100%, 1t 15
due 1o rounding of the figures.

When the views of all persons who gave a figure which
represented, for them, the ideal size of a high school in a
“new city,”” the median figure turns out 10 be 500,

Does Class Size Make a Difference?

While recent research findings point to the fact that,
within certain limits, size of class makes little difference in
student achievement, the general public is still convinced
that smaller classes make "'a great fleal of difference” —a
view shared by the professional educators who participated
in this survey. :

Every major group in the population holds the belief
that student achieverment is related to class size. The
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question asked respondents was this:

In some school districts, the typical class has as
many as 35 students; in other districts, only 20, In
regard to the achievement or progress of students, do

ence, little difference, or no difference at all?

Public Private  Profes-
Mational No Children School School sional
Totals In Schools Parents Pareants Educators

N= 1,627 928 620° 124 306
% % %o % g
A great deal of :

difference 79 75 83 87 85

Little differernce 11 1 11 7 11

Nao difference & 8 4 4 1

Mo opinian 4 & 2 z 2
100 100 100 100 ag-

*Due to rounding

Money Spent Related to Student Achievement

Just as some studies have shown"that student achieve-
ment is not closely related to class size, so other studies
have shown that the amount of money spent per child on
his education — again within certain limits .- bears little
research  will' almost certainly be a factor in future
consideration of the financial needs of the public schools, it
i5 important to discover how the public feels on this issue,
Is quality of education closely correlated in the public’s
thinking with the amount a schoal district spends on the
educational program per child?

The answers bring to light a number of interesting
differences between the general public and the educators =
and reveal some inconsistency in the thinking of the average
citizen on this matter.

Professional educators say that the additional expendi-
ture of money per child makes a “great difference.” The
public is evenly divided as to whether it makes a “great
difference’” or "little difference.” If those who answer "no
difference’” are added to those who say "little difference,”
then a plurality of the public could be said to hold the view
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that additional expenditures by school districts make little
or no difference. And yet these same respondents, in a
related question, held that small classes were important to
educational quality and ro student achievement.

What this means, it seems reasonable to assume, is that
the public has not yet connected school expenditures per
child to class size.

The question was stated in this fashion:

in some school districts, about $600 is spent per
child per school year; some school districts spend
more than $1,200. Do you think this additional
expenditure of money makes a great deal of differ-
ence in the achievement or progress of students — or

little difference?
Here are the answers:

Public Private  Profes-
National Na Chiidren School School sional

Totals 11y Schools Parents Parénts Educators

M= 1627 928 620 124 306
% ¥ % % 2%

Groat deal of
difference 39 45 45 20 59
Little difference 38 a4 36 aa 25
No difference 10 11 8 10 &
Dan't know 13 15 AN 11 10
100 100 100 100 100

State Financial Help to Schools

The suggestion that state governments increase laxes to
pay more of the cost of local schools is voted down by the
public by a 5:4 ratio. Professional educators, on the other
hand, like the idea, and cast a vote of more than 2 %o 1in
favor of the proposal.

in last year’s survey it was discovered that if a definite
promise is made that local property taxes will be reduced,
the public would favor shifting more of the costs of
operating the local schools to the state government. But
without such a promise, the public apposes the plan,

Thie question this year was stated as follows:

158

164



’ FilthrAnnual Poll

It has been suggested that state government
through increased taxes pay more of the cost of local
schoo! expenses. Would you favor or oppose an
increase in state taxes for this purpose?

Public Private Profes-

National No Children School School sional
Totals in Schools Parents Parents Educator

N= 1627 928 620 i24 306

%8 Yy Ga Gu S

Favor increase 40 38 a4 41 65
Oppose increase 50 51 49 52 29
Na opmion 10 11 77 6
100 1040 100 100 100

The 1972 question was:

It has been suggested that state taxes be increased
for everyone in order to let the state government pay
a greater share of school expense and to reduce local
property taxe:. Would you fzvor an increase in state
taxes so that real estate taxes could be lowered on
local property?

The results:

FPublic  Private  Peofes-

National Na Children School School sipnal

Toatals In Schools  Parents Parents Educators
N= 1,790 agn 698 144 270
% kA % % %
Far 55 5 51 535
Agininge 34 36 37 27
[ FS ISR 11 10 i i
100 100 1) 160 100

Satisfaction with Curriculum
Parents of school children — both those whose children
are now attending the public schools and those with
children un private or parochual schools — say they are
satisfied with their children’s courses. When asked if their
suns and daughters are learming the things you believe
[they] should.'" more thar e,ig'h[T in 10 parents of children
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in the public schools say yes. Parents with children
private or independent schools express their satisfaction at
an even higher level.

The question: )

Now, thinking about your oldest child in school
{elementary, junior or senior high — not colleye): Do
you think he (she) is fearning the things you believe
he {she) should be learning?

Public Private

Natianal School School

Totals Parents Parents
N= 699 620 124
ey B2 B1 86
No 13 14 10
3y briow . N 5 A
100 100 100

A second guestion asked if the child {the oldest one in
public school) is happy going to school, or whether he (or
she) attends school simply because ke {she) 15 required 1o
do so. Equally high percentages of parents say yes to this
question. Only one parent in sever: (14%) reports that the
child in question goes 10 school only because he must.
These results need to be interpreted carefully, There are
many degrees of liking; if a parent does not meet active
resistance from the child, he is fikely to assume that the
child likes school.

But even taking the results at face value, the fact that
one child in seven qoes to school anly because he is
requited to presents a major problem for the schools,
especially if children in this category are disruptive and the
sgurce of many discipling problems.

The question:

Is he (she) hapsy 1o go to school — that is, does he
{(she) go to school because he {she] wants 1o go of
simply because he (she) is required to attend?
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. Public Private

National School School

Totals Parents Parents
N= 699 620 124
% % %
Wants to go B3 B3 B3

Goes because it

is reguired 14 15 12
No opinion 3 2 5
100 100 100

More Emphasis to Career Education

Few proposals receive such overwhelming approval
today as the suggestion that schools give more emphasis to
a study of trades, professions, and businesses to help
students decide on their careers. Nine in 10 persons in all
major groups sampled in this survey say they would like to
have the schools give more emphasis to this part of the
educational program.

And most of those who vote for this greater emphasis
say that this program should start with junior and senior
high school, although many professional educatars think it
should start even earlier — in the elementary grades.

The question:

Should public schools give more emphasis to a
study of trades, professions, and businesses to help
students decide on their careers?

Public Private  Profes-
KMatignal No Children School Schoo! sianal

Totals In School Parents Parents Educators

N= 1627 928 620 124 306
% % % % %

Yes, more
emphass 80 20 90 89 90
No 7 7 7 9 g
No opinion 3 3 3 2 1
100 100 1040 104 100

~ Aiternative Schools

The surveys conducted in this five-year series have
indicated that the public is usually sympathetic to new

161

167



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Gallup Polls of Attiludes Toward Education, 1969-1978

educational ideas, especially if these innovations represent 4
solution, in whale or in part, to a situation that needs
correcting. The public’s attitude can be summed up in a
statement which comes frequently from respondents who
are being asked to express their views on a new proposal:
"Something must be done and nothing will be lost in giving
this [plan or proposall a try.”

The American public, it has been found in countless
surveys, is pragmatic. If a plan works, that's fine; if it
doesn’t, get rid of it. And the people want to be the judge
as to whether or not it works.

Throughout the nation the press reports the difficulties
schools are having with racial problems, school dropouts,
discipline, and juvenile delinquency; the public is ready to
try any solution that gives hope in sof ) these probilems,
One of the solutions is the alternative school, and the
public seems ready to giveitatry — and to judge later how
well it works.

The plans now being tried in various areas of the nation
all vary in some manner; for this reason the question put to
the public in describing the alternative school had to be
stated in a very generalized form. 11 was stated as follows:

For students who are not interested in, or are
bored with, the usual kind of education, it has been
proposed that new kinds of local schools be estab-
lished. They usually place more responsibility upon
the student for what he learns and how he learns it.
Some use the community as their iaboratory and do
not use the usual kKind of classrooms. Do you think
this is a good idea or a poor idea?

Public Frivate  Profes:

National No Children School School sional
Totals in Schools Parents Parents Educators

N= 1627 928 20 124 306

Ya % A s Y

Good idea 62 52 51 80
Poar wlea 24 28 27 15
Nea Ao 12 4 10 12 5
100 100 100 100 100

From the above tabile it can be seen that professional
sducators, who are much more familiar with this idea than
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ti'2 general puraiic, give it an even higher vote of approval,

Parents’ Right To Sue

At least one suit has been filed against 2 4} 7. school
district by the parents of a student who i’ nat heen
taught io read after a number of years in schov

The question ariscs as to whether the put-ic believes that
some kind >f accourtseility should be irmpaosed by legal
action,

Fortunately, at lcast for those in charge of schooi
financing, the public votes no on this 1ssue by a substantial
majority. Least in favor, as ore might expect, are profes-
sional educators, who vote the suggestion down 5.1,

However, if even one parent in 100 holds to this view,
future trouble may he in store for the schools. Parents of
children now in the public schoals vate 28% in favor of this
idea to 64% against.

The question:

Do you think parents should have the right to sue
a school district if a student of normal intelligence
and without physical disabilities reaches the sixth
grade without being able to read?
Public Private  Profes-
National Neo Children Schaol Schoal sional

Totals In School  Parents Parents Educators

N= 1,627 928 620 124 306
% % % % %

Yes, should .
have right 27 26 28 35 16
Na 64 65 &4 60 80
No opimion 9 _ 9 8 5 4
100 100 100 100 100

&

Attitudes Toward School Integration

Professional educators and parents with one or mare
children now attending public school are more inclined
than other respondents to say that not enocugh is being
done to integrate the schools throughout the nation,

163

16y



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Gallup Polls of Attitudaes Toward Education, 1969-1978

While the overall vote shows slightly more holding the
view that less should be done to integrate the schools, itis
worth noting that attitudes toward integration are far less
antagonistic than attitudes toward -busing. The two —
integration and busing — should not be confused. While
busing is one way 10 bring about integration, polis have
consistently shown an overwhelming majority of Americans
opposed to achieving integration in this manner. Far too
many persons considering this problem confuse ends with
means,

The question asked:

Now, a guestion about how you feel about school
integration. Do you believe more should be done — or
less should be done —to integrate the schools
throughout the nation?

pyblic Private  Profes
National No Children Scheal Scheal sional

Totals In Sehool Parents Parents Educators
N= 1,627 928 620 124 306
% % % Y Yo
Mare should
be dong 30 29 K3l 26 41
Less should
be done a8 40 6 a6 25
Mo change
from present 23 21 25 27 22
Mo opinion k3 10 B i1 8
100 100 100 100 100

All respondents were asked it they felt differently about
integration now than they did a few years ago. Most said
their views hadn't changed; only one person in six said he
had changed his views in recent years. When the views of
persons in this group are examined, responses show a slight
change against integration.

Should Children Start School at Age 47

The proposal to have children start school at age 4 arises
with increasing frequency. Such a plan would, according to
some authorities, make it possible to end schooling at the
age of 17 for the typical student, thus permitting him 1o go

1
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to work or enter college a year earlier. But generally it is
defended on other grounds.

The proposal still does not meet with majority approval
on the part of the public —or, for that matter; of
professional educators.

Moreover, there is no survey evidence to indicate a trend
in the direction of support for such a plan, In the survey
conducted in 1972, the vote in favor of this proposal was
32%, with 64% opposed and 4% with no opinion. Com-
parable figures for this vyear are: 30% in favar, 64%
opposed, and 6% with no opinion,

The question:

Some educators have proposed that children start

approve or disapprove of such a plan in this commu-
nity?

Public Private  Profes-

HMational Mo Children School School i I

Totals In School  Parents Parents Educators
N= 1,627 azs 620 124 1086
% kA % % %
Favor 30 29 3 40 3z
Oppose 64 6! 64 65 63
No apiman B 7 2] ) 5
100 100 100 100 100

&

In private schools, where the practice of starting children
at age 4 is more common, the idea of introducing this pian
in the public schools receives a higher approval vote,

Why Do Families Move to the Suburbs?

One of the most pronounced changes in America is the
continued shift of population from the inner cities to the
suburbs. Are the residents of big cities moving to suburbia
because of the schools, the crime and drug problems, or
what? If it is primarily to obtain a better education, then,
in theory at least, the shift in population mi‘ght be halted
by improvement in the quality of city schools.

that offered respondents freedom to answer in terms of the
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motivations of other people, but which actually cas. he
presumed to fit their own thinking. )

interestingly, education does not emerge as the prime
motive. In fact, it is relatively far down the list, even with
parents of school children.

The reasons most often cited for this population shift
jargely concern congestion — the desire 1o escape 10 places
fess affected by the pollution and crowded living conditions
found in large cities,

Other studies have shown that the century-ald trend
from country to city has been reversed, and that the public
not only wants to move from large cities to suburban areas,
but from medium-size cities to smaller cities, and from
smaller cities to the open countryside.

Parents of children now in the public schools give the
following reasons for the shift from the big cities to the
suburban-communities, listed in order of mention:

Congestion/noise/pollution

Fear of crime

To get away from minorities
More desirable housing

Better educational opportunities

L i

Professional educators, on the other hand, rate educa
tion higher on their list of reasons why people are moving
fram the hig cities to the suburbs.

The Importance of Education to Success

For decades the American public has regarded education
as the royal road to success. There is little evidence that this
attitude is changing, despite some current theories that
genetics and home environment are the controlling factors.
The group that shows most evidence of growing doubt is
the group made up of professional educators. Some of their
disillusionment can be explained, perhaps, by the lack of
interest on the part of some students who stay in school
only because the law requires it.

The question:

How important are schools to one's future suc-
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cess — extramely important, fairly important, not too
important?

Public Private Profes.

National No Children Schaol Schosl sional
Totals In School Parents Parants Educators

W= 1,627 928 620 124 306
% % % % i %
Extremely
important 76 71 81 B4 69
Fairly
important 19 22 16 13 28
Mot too
important 4 5 2 2 2
Nao opinion 1 2 . - 1 1
100 100 99 100 100

*Due 10 rounding

When asked if their feelings had changed over the years
about the importance of education, anly one in five replied
in the affirmative, However, in the case of professional
educators the proportion is nearly three in 10, and among
this group the majority feel that education is /ess important
today. By contrast, fewer members of the general public
say their views on the importance of education have
changed. Of those whose views have changed, the great
majority say it has been to strengthen their belief in
education as a key to one's future success.

Is Education Bette: or Worse
Than in Your Day?

Solid agreement is registered by all groups on the
question of whether children today get a better education
than their parents did. The answer is “better’” by a
substantial margin. Those who are in a position to be best
informed — those-parents who have one or more children in
the public schools — vote mare than 3 to 1 that schools are
better today than in their time.-Even those who report that
in recent years their attitudes have become less favarable
are still inclined to say that the schools are better than they
were when they attended,

The guestion:
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As you look on your own elementary and high
school education, is it your impression that children
“today get a better — or worse — education than you

did?
Public Private  Profes-
National No Children School School sional
Totals In School Parents Parents Educators

N= 1,627 928 620 124 306
% % % % %
Better 61 56 69 62 67
Warse 20 22 17 . 23 16
MNo difference M1 13 9 8 11
Nog opin:an _ B 9 5 7 6
100 100 100 100 100

When asked to give reasons why they think children
today get a better — or worse — education than in earlier
years, those who have children now in the public schools

Wider variety cf subjects offered
Better facilities/equipment

Better teaching methods

. Better qualified teachers

. Equal opportunities for all students

LUl

. gave these reasons, which are listed in order of mentions:

When those who say that education today is inferior to
that received in earlier years, the reasons offered for this

view are:

Less discipline

Lower education standards and requirements
Less interest on the part of students

Less interest on the part of teachers

Too many irrelevant subjects offered

e

Detailed and different breakdowns of some of the
responses to 1973 poll questions are provided in this

section as a supplement to tables already presented.
The Major Problems
What do you think are the biggest problems

with which the public schools in this commu-
nity must deal?
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Public Private Profes:
National No Children School School sional
Totals In Schoal Parents Parenis Educators

N= 1,627 328 ‘620 124 306
% % % % %
Lack of
discipline 22 20 24 3z 24
Intagration/
segregation 18 22 14 15 19
Lack of proper
financial .
sUpport 16 14 20 10 35

Difficulty in
getting ‘good”’

teachers 13 g9 16 2 B
Use of drugs 10 11 g8 . 12 4
Size of

school/classes g 7 10 17 13
Poor curriculum 7 7 7 10 16
Lack of proper

facilities 4 3. 5 4 9
Parents’ lack

of interest 4 4 5 2 11

- School board

policies a4 4 5 2 5
Pupils® lack

of interest 3 4 2 2 9
Communication

problems 1 1 1 1 3
Transportation - -
There are

no problems 4 3 6 2 2
Miscellaneous 4 3 5 3 7
Don't know 13 16 7 8 1

What’s Right with the Schools?

In your own opinion, in what ways are your
local public schools particularly good?
Public Private  Profes-

National No Children School School sional
Totals in School Parents Parents Educators

N= 1,627 a28 620 124 306

- % % % % %

The curriculum 26 21 34 28 34
The teachers 23 17 32 23 38

{Continued on next page)l
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o {Continued fram preceding page)
School -

facilities 8 7= ] 7 16
Extracufricu-

lar activities 7 7 6 -] 7

" Up-to-date teach- . )

ing methods 5 5 & 4 15
No racial

conflicts 4 4 3 1 B
Good adminis-

tration 4 3 4 4 8
Small school/

classes 3 3 3 2 8

Good student-

teacher rala-

tionships 3 3 3 3 3
Equal oppor-

tunity for all 3 4 ] 4 5
Parental interest/

participation 2 2 3 2 7
Good discipline 2 2 3 3 3
Close to home 1 1 A 1 -
Good lunch

program 1 1 2 2 1
Kids are kept
- gff the street 1 1 ] - 3
Transportation

system = - =
Mothing is good 6 5 5] 15 4
Miscellanaous 2 1 2 ] 2
Don't know 28 37 15 22 4

Changes in Attitudes.in Recent Years

The basic table indicating whether public attitudes
toward the schools have become more of less favorable
appears earlier. The following table pravidesk’a different
kind of breakdown: by city size and area of the country.

Overall Attitude Toward Schools

Mora Less :
Parcent Favaor- Favor- No Don't
) Totals able able Change Know
100 32 36 23 ]
% % % % %
City Siza
500,000 and
aver 100 28 37 26 9
170
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50,000 10
' 499999 100 30 44 20 5]
25,000 to
49,999 100 48 27 21 5
Under 25,000 100 a3 32 24 1
Araa of Country
East 100 27 37 26 10
Midwest 100 a5 34 22 9
South 100 34 35 23 8
Wast 100 30 41 23 &

+ The table below indicates sources of school information
.identified by those who said ‘their opinions about school

quality have changed in recent years. It supplements the
earlier table reporting attitude changes of ali respondents.
Attitude Change in Recent Years
=, More  Less
B National Favor- Favor: Na Don't
) Totals * able able. Change Knaw
- N= 1,627 515 589 380 143
% % % % T %
Sources of
infermation
Newspapers 38 40 38 a8 U6
Radio and/or
televisipn 20 19 24 19 17
. Students 43 45 47 41 23
School board/
fdculty - 33 40 31 33 15
Parents of
students ;3 a5 36 32 23
Other adults in /
community 23 23 24 22 17
Other 12 13 14 10 &
pTA a 5 2 a >
ndesignated 4 2 2 3 20
£ s . - T
Are High Schools Getting Too Large?
Responses to the question of ideal size for high schools
were reported earlier, A different kind of breakdown is
presented below,
171
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. Percant
Totals
100
%
City Size
500,000 and
over 160
50,000 o
9,999 100
i =
ioo

Under £5,0C0 I

Gatting

Too

Large -

57

%
58
57

&5

56

Not

Large
Enough

13
%

11

Size of Today’s Schools

Just

Right

15
%

14

17
14

Money Spent Related to Student Achievement

The public’s‘perception of the effects on pupil achieve-

ment of different school spending levels was treated earlier.

Here is a different kind of breakdown, suggesting that the
higher the respondent’s education level, the mare likely he
is to believe that additional money spent.an the
improve student achievement.

Additional E;pgnditure of Money Helps *

Percent
Totals
100
%
Education
Elementary
grades 100
High school
incomplete 100,
High sehoal
complete 100
Tachnical, trads,
or business - 100
College incom-
plete 100
College
graduate 100

More Emphasis to Career Education

1ys

Graat
Daal
39
%

172

Little

38
%

[
P

g

O B

id
%

13

12

—
T

e

Don't’
Know
13
%

28

sk will

Y

A
%

tespondents who agreed that-career education should
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Income
%15,000 and over
<t £10,000 10 $14,899
T % 7,000105 9999
5 5000w% 6599
S 4.000t0% 4,999
£ 3000t0% 3999
Under $3,000
- Undesignated

00
100
100
100
100
104
100
H 1Y)

Filth Annual Poll

a0 25 [
411 22 g
il 21 7
38 213 /
i3 22 14
A1 K| 17
37 19 10
2 1 13

Why Do Families Move to the Suburbs?

The guestion and a detailed breakdown of the FESHONSe

follow:

ted

As you know, many families living in the big
cities of the nation are maoving to the suburbs,
Why, in your opinion, are they doing this?

B arinal
Touls
N Y e27
EY
¥
Bessons for Mavies
Big oity corgs:
tion* 27

Faar of hign

Crifmie loyal 24
Less poilynion® 17

Ty gt sy froem

[ASTENISTRSIYSY
Better el 3t

opparfue e 1.
Mare open )

FRACES 11
Mare desirabls
hausing il

Better onviron.
ment for

children ]
Cities are
154 rdisy i

High city ta=os §5
Detenoration of
ver L

citigs 4
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30 1o 49 years
50 ,oars and lder

Helipion
Fratestant
Aoman Cathion:
Jewish
All others

Reagion
East
Midwast
South
West
Community size
500,000 and over
50,000 10 499,999
25,000 10 49,999
Under 25,000
Education
Elementary grades
High schoal iz

reolate

High schoal comple s

Technical, track,
business

Coliege incomplets

College graduate

Qccupation

Business and professional

Clerical and sales
Farm

Skilled labor
Unskilled labor
Non-labor force

Income

£16.030 and nver
216,000 10 214,999
57,000 10 59,999
5,000 o0 56,999
$4,000 10 $4,999
$3,000 10 $3,899
tnder $3,000
Undesignated

100
100
100
100

100
100
100

104
100

100

188]
100
100
100
100

G0

P

100
11y
100
100
100
100
100
100

79
75

78

79
63

74
76
78
74

77
75
76

75

Fifth Annua! Pall

18 2 1
17 5 3
18 3 i
21 3 2
18 a
24 g 5
20 5 1
19 4 1
18 2 2
20 g 1
19 3 1
19 6 -
22 i 1
20 3 2
20 4 4
19 7 i
16 . 1
15 1
21 : 7
23 2
22 K 2
16 3 ?
17 3
14 3 1
19 4 i
20 4 3
4 / 4
20 4
18 2
189 3 Z
17 3 2
22 4 4
16 4 a
27 5 (&

pon
e
pe]
Bl

Is Education Better or Worse
Thas: in Your Day?

Additional breakdowns of the response ti a question
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Oceupation
Business and professional 100 B4 17 4 3
Clerical and sales 100 63 77 3 3
Farm 100 58 23 4 4
Sk:iled labor 100 65 19 2 4
Unskilled labor 100 i 20 2 5
Nan-iabor force 100 51 76 7 g

Ways in Which Today’s Education s Better

An earlier table shows that 61% of ail respondents
thought elementary and secondary  hool children today
get a better education than the respondenits themselves did,
Asked in what ways the schools are now hetter, they
replied as follows:

Public  Private  Profes

Natianal No Children Schog! Sehoal sranal
Totals In School  Parents Farents Ed-cators
N= 1,627 928 620 124 S06
ta %% Y ta %
Better
Wig warnig
of subjects
offered 31 S 4B L] 37
Better facilitizs/
equIpment 21 19 35 [ 20
Berter qgualified
teachers 13 13 12 10 21

Up-todate teach.
® 1i 10 17 T £}

Less nrsgetusad

ing rmethe

tegching® 4 4 4 Ta
Equal opprrtu.

ritres for all 3 3 2 * !
Special help

availehdis * - @ B 5
Educational sys-

teim a5 bBetter

gerierall i i 1 i

Miscelianeaus 2 3 i -1
Con't knuw z I Ky i

SCombined i earbier Gibile gs el feaacfueng i thigsegs,

Thase whao answered that education s warse  1oday
gave these reasons:

Ty
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Mational
Totals

e

Waorsa
Less disciphne

Educational
rEquIrgmants
are lower

Lack of stu-
dent intarest

Lack ot interest
by teachirs

Too many
irrelevant sub-
,zrts nftered

Lack of
cjuai: e
teachers

Larger schaonl,
classes 100
large

Teza many edu-
cational =
per Mgl

Paor studer o/
tracher
tatiansinpa

Educatianal svs

HEPT 15 WA
qeneral)
Haneou”

e ELtai

National Adults

1,627
%

Analysis of R.

Public Private  Profes.

No Children School Sechool signal

In School Parents Parents Educator:

578 620 124 3086
% % Y %
B 7 5 7

I 4 3 5
5 3 4 4
i 3 5 i
3 3 i
N 3 2 1
H 2 : 3
1 1 1 7
1 =
Z
1 4 3
1 1 i

pondents

“ip children in schaol 574%
Public school parer. s 38%°
Parochial and private school parents 89"

- = =
*Tatals excest 43% because sofme parents have children attending

more than one kind of school.

A key element in making comparisons with earlier years
is 10 keep constant the number ~f persans with no children
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i school. This has been done by 4 simple weighting process
carried out by the computer.

Gux %
Men 49
Wemen 51

100

Race
White BE
Nonwhite 12

100

Age
18-20 years 5
21-29 years 18
30-49 years 40
50 years and over _ 37

100

Raligion
Frotestant £l
Human Cathofic 27
Jewish 2
Oifers 10

iyl

27
t I8
Sauth 27
West 1%
T
Croramunity size
500,000 a il
50,000 ey 4 100 25
25,000 10 43 394 4
Under 25 000 a0
100
Education

Elementary arades 15
High schon! imncamplate i/
High sehoal nomplete 34

Techncal, trade, o
busmess schooi &
College incamplute 16
) Caoliege graduate 13
100

{Continued on next page)
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{Continued from preceding ppagel

Occupation
Business and professional 25
Clerical and sales 10
Farm 4
Skilled labor 20
Unskillted labor 20
Hon-labor force 8
Undesignated 3
100

Income

£16.000 and over 75
$10,000 - £14 98¢ 26
£ 7,000 - % 9,999 15
$ 5,000 —~ % 6,999 13
$ 4,000 =% 4, G
% 3,000 —-% 3. 5
Under 2 2
2
100
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Sixth Annual Gallup

Poll of Public Attitudes
Toward Education — 1974

Purpose of tha Study

Thi present urvey is the sixth annual survey sponsored
by CFK Ltd. The seriss has sought to moasure and to
record the attitude: of citizens of the nation in respect to
their public schools.

Each vear effort has been made to probe opinion: on
those issues which seem 1o be of greatest concern 1o
educators and to the general public. The six-year record
thus reflects the changing problems that confront sehools.

To assure that the survey did embrace areas of major
interest, the staff of CFK Ltd. sought guidance from
leading educators of the nation. This vear the group
included T.H. Bell, superintendent, Granite Schoaol District,
Salt Lake Citv, Utah; Earl W. Brakken superintendens,
Independent School District 381, lake County, Two
Harbors, Minn.; B. Frank Brown. division flirector,
I/D/E/A, Meibourne, Fla.. George L. Brown, executive
director, Metro Denver Urban Coalition, Denver, Colo., and
member, Colorado State Sanate; Ramon C. Cortines,
supérintend. 't, Pasadena Unified Schoal District, Pasartena
Galif.; Stanley M. Elam, editer, Ph/ Delts Kappan, Bioom-
ington, Ind.; William 4 Ellena, superintendent, Charlofties-
ville Public Schools, Charlottesville, Va.; Ernest Jones,
deputy superintendent, 51. Louis Public Schoaols, 5t..Louis,
Mo.; Richard Koepps, superintendent, Cherry Creek Schooi
District, Denver, Colo.; and Willism Maynard, principal,
Cle .~ . High School, Seattie Public Schools, Seattle,

159
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Wash.

The staffs of CFK Ltd. and ine Gallup organization
thank the participants cited above for their valuable
suggestions.

Resear-s Procedure

The Sample. As in earlier studies, the sample used in this
survey is descriped a% 3 modified probability sample of the
nation. A total of 702 aduits (18 years ana oldr:
comprised the cros: .:ction. Personal interviewing w-
conducted in all areas of the nation and in proportion to
popul: h size. A total of 335 interviewers in as many
areas - selected by strict random sampling techniqués —
took part In the survey.

This year a separate survey wa. sdertaken to gather
views of high school juniors and seniors. The sample
consisted of 250 students, one young man or woman
selected in this number of the interviewing areas described
above. Since this sample 15 relarively smeil, greater allow-
ance must obviously be made for variation due to sampic
size. Many of the same guestions ask 1 ol the adults were
asked of these students Theref e, JOMParsons oin b
made of thetr views and those of the general public.

Time of Interviewing The field wark for the prosent
survey was carried out dunng the period of May 10 through
May 12, 1974

Al questions suggestud for the survey went thriung
cereening process. Early 1n the year a questionnaire was
prepared and pretested with typical citizens, Five such (ests
were undertaken before the interviewing form emploved in
the national study was sent 1o the nationwide interviewing
arganization maintained by the Gallup group.

It is essential to pomnt out that findings apply to the
~ation as a whole and not to any state of jocal community.
ocal surveys, employing the same questions, can b« made
to determine how any single community compares with the
national norm.

A report of how different groups within the populafion
responded to certain questions is inciuded in the findings,
particularly when statistical breakdowns by groups shed
additional light on the public’s thinking.
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Major Problems Confronting
The Public Schools in 1974

Lack of discipline in the public schools again heads the
list of problems cited most often by survey respondents.
Discipline hes, in fact, been named the number one
problem »f ihe schools in five of the last six years. New
evidence oi 1~ . -mportance comes from the special survey of
high school jur-ors and seniors. An even higher percentage
of this grouy nizrnes Jiscipline as the leading problem faced
by the local schools.

No statistically significant change is found in the
problems cited in 1973 and those in 1974, although there
are a few changes in the ranking of the first 10 problems.
Here, in order of mentions, are the first 10 for the year
1974:

Lack of discipline
Integration/segregation problems
Lack of proper financial support

Use uf drugs

Ditficulty of getting “'good’’ teache::
Size of school/classes

Parents’ lack of interest

Schoo! board policies

Poor curriculum

Lack of proper facilities

It is noteworthy thay three ° th our projiams
relate in various ways to the pr.iien: of siudent be-
havior — the kind of trouble thet (::wes thy front pages of
the newspapers. In fact, slightly nere than haif of ail

COmNO AL =

—_

mentions fall into this categor = '.pposeG to mentions
of concerns traditionally associat  w . niucation and the
schools.

Students themseives name '+ same three problems:
discipline, racial problems, and drug use.

Crime Within the School

Those who participated in the planning of the present
survey expressed the concern that a growing problem
within the school is crime. Two questions, therefore, were
added to the present stixdy to determine the impressions of
the public in this matter.

The first question azked:

From what you have heard or read, is it your
impression that stealing {money, clothes, lunches,

185 °

191



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Gallup Polls of Attitudes Toward Education, 1969-1978

books, betc.) goas on a great deal, some, or very little
in the local public schools?

The second question asked:

Are student gangs that distupt the school or

bother other students a big pré’blem, somewhat of a
problem, or not a problem’in the 'ocal public
schools?
High
Public Parochial School
National No Children School School Juniors &
Totals In Schools Parents Parents Soniqu
% % % % %
Stealing
Goes on a
aregt deal 33 30 35 50 37
Somae 34 Ch] 39 29 a7
Vary littie 15 13 18 5 15
Don’t know/ .
no answer 18 26 8 16 1
Student Gangs
Yes, a big
problem 17 18 14 21 14
Somewhat of a
problem 3 29 CK ] 36 40
Not a problem 32 26 a4 28 45
Don't know/
no answer 20 27 9 15 1

The findings are disturbing, and suggest that something
must be done if the public’s confidence and respect for the
“school is to remain at a high level. Critics will almost
certainly point to ¥e schools as a breeding ground for
crime and violence and for future Watergates.

Analysis of the finding by areas of the nation and by size
of city sheds furtner light on the problem of crime within

the schools.

The question:

From what you have heard or read, is it your
impression that stealing (money, clothcs, lunches,
books, etc.) goes on a great deal, some, F vciy little
in the local public schools?
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< Great . Very Don't Know/
© Desat Some Litde No Answar
% % % %

NATIONAL a3 34 15 18
Sax ’

Men 29 s 7 19

Weomen .36 14 2 18
Race

White 32 T 36 14 8

Nonwhite 3s 26 21 B
Education

Elementary grades 3 25 - 20 24

High seheol 34 33 15 18

College 3 42 2 15
Hegion .

East 7 31 33 16 20

Midwest 31 39 14 16

South 30 3z 16 22

West 40 3 13 16

Community Size

500,000 and over 38 32 12 18
50,000 10 499,999 35 37 i3 15
2,500 10 49,999 a3 35 12 20
Under 2,500 23 34 22 21

_ Are student gangs that disrupt the school or
bother other students a big problem, somewhat of a

problem, or not a problem in the local public
schools?
. -
Eomawhat .
Big of s Nota Don't Know/
Problem Problem Problem No Answer
% % % %
NATIONAL 17 3| 32 T 20
Sax .
Men i8 29 35 i8
Women 16 33 a1 20
Raca B
White 15 R a4 20
Nonwhite 26 28 28 18
Educstion . =
Elementary grades 21 27 29 23
High schoo! 19 I a1 19
Callege 12 32 38 18
RAagion ¢
East 18 30 a5 17
Midwest 14 34 33 19
Sauth 14 31 34 21
West 23 29 27 21

fContinued on next page)
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{Continued from preceding pagel)
Community Size

500,000 and over 23 az , 26 19
50,000 10 499,999 21 -] 2 19
25001049999 - i4 - 79 34 23
Under 2,500 7 23 51 19
Cantra' eity 30 S 12 20
Central zity suburbs 15 32 - a5 18
Non-central cities 10 25 45 20

What Te Do with the Noninterasted Student

important in dealing with disciptine is the guastion of
what to do with the student who is not interested in schoal
work and who, consquenty, is prane to be & trouble:
mmaker. WMany educaturs nave suggested that such students
pbe permitted 1o iRave schoal rather than waste their
time — and that of other students —~ by remaining in-school.

The pubtlic has not accepted this puint of view, chiefly
presuse no agency s prepared 10 take responsibility far
those released from scheol.

The main guestion:

Some swydants hove Ao inarast 6 school work as
novs offsred sn junior and senior high school angd they
becoms a problem. Hera are some ways that have
been proposed for deafing with these studeiis. Will
you tell.me in the casé of sach proposal whether or
not you approve of it? :

The subguestion:
Permit tliese sfudents to quit school?

Naticaz! Totals

%
Approve 18
Dhzapprove 78
Mo answer 4
100

When the same question was put to the speaia! sample of
high school juniors and seniors, a significantly different
response was obtained. More than twice as rmany high
schoo! juniors and seniors wouid permit a student 1o Guit
school — 44%, to be exact. Moreover, 22% of those
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interviewed say they would prefer to take 3 full-time job

rather than to continue in school.
The question:

. If you could get a good full-time jib, would you
prefer taking the job or would you prefer te zontiniue
going to school?

High School Juniors & 3eniors
- %
Prafer full-time iob 22
Prefer 16 eanunue 3shonl 8
100
{ ..
J " The burden, therefore, rests with the school to develop

ways to deal with :his problem. In the prasent survey, five
different proposaiz for dealing with these students were
offered — in addition to one which would permit the
student to quit school. Interestingly, the public appraves of
each of the five proposals by a heavy majority.

Of the five proposals offered, the one receiving the
highest favorable vote calls for special courses which would
train students for jobs. -

Another Dlan that both students and their elders favor
offers a middle ground. This plan would have "business and
industries” provide on-the-job training as a substitute for
regular school. Presumably, under this plan the school
would keep a ciose check on the student.

A plan that would offer a work-study program with
one-half day spent in school and the other half at fraining
on the job produces a favorable response from 86% of the
general public, 90% of high school juniors and seniors,

Giving school credit for volunteer work done during the
school day — with an approved organization, such as a loeal
hospital, day-care center, and the like — appeals to a large

m: designed especially
for students with out-cf-the-ordinary interests arfd talants,
The canclusion that seems warranted, at least from the
public’s viewpaoint, is that the schools of the nation have a
=green light 1o devise programs that will permit high school
students to spend a great deal of their time outside the
school with on-the-job training or doing the kind of
volunteer work that will lead to a job, But the schools must
be responsible for executing the plan and sesing to it that
students don't use the plan as a way of escaping from
work — either in school or on the job.
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The main question:

Some students have no interest in school work as
now offered in junior and senior high school and they
become a problem: Here are some ways that have
been proposed for dealing with these students. Will
you tell me in the case of each proposal whether or
not you approve of it?

" The subquestion:

Have businesses and industries provide on-the-job
training as a substitute for regular sthool.

High School

National Juniors &
= Totals Saniors
Approve 74 82
Dusapprove 1 14
Oon't know/no answer 5 4
100 100

The subquestion:

Have special training courses which would prepare
themn for jobs. -

High School

National Juniors &
Totmis Seniors
% . %
Approva 94 - a7
Disapprove 4 . 1
Don't know/no answer P2 2
100 100

The subquestion:
Have a wgrbstudv' program (% day at scl%cu:lj Y
day on-the-job training).

National Juniors &
Totals Seniors
- % %
Approve 86 ag
- Dhsapprove - 9 10
Don't know/no answer 5
100 100
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The subquastion:

Give school credit for volunteer work during the
schaol day with an approved organization such as a
{ocai hospital, day-care center, and the like,

High School

National Juniors &
Totals Seniors
. % %
Approve 77 83
Dizapprove 17 15
Don’t know/no answer 6 2
‘ 100 100

The subquestion-
Have separate programs for students with out-of-
the-ordirary interests and talents,
High Schoal

Nationai Juniers &
Totals Saniers
% %
Apprave 78 81
Disapprove 14 13
Den’t know/no answer 7 4
100 100

Automatic Promotion

The policy of automatic promotion finds little support
throughout the nation. A slightly higher percentage of high
schoal juniors and seniors than adults support this idea, but
even among this group only 10% favor automatie promo-
tion as opposed to 87% who favor a plan that would require
a student to repeat courses that he failed but permit him to

-go on to the next year in the subjects that he passed.

The question:

Some students are not able to keep up with their
classmates and therefore fail their work. Which of
these two ways of dealing with this problem do you

prefer?
High Schoot
National Juniors &
Totals Seniors
% %
Automatic pramotion 7 10
Repeat failed courses 80 87
No opinion -3 3
100 100
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How To Handle the Recalcitrant Student

While the noninterested student poses a special problem,
what to do with the recalcitrant student presents a more
vexing discipline issue. Complicating matters, the courts
and schoo! boards have set guidelines in many communities,
with the result that teachers and administrators are ata loss
to know hew to deal with a student who consistently
refuses to obey orders. Obviously, disciplinary action must
take account of community attitudes.

With' this fact in mind, an effort was made in the present
study to gain some insight into the public’s views. The
guestion was posed: "What should be done with a high

_school student who refuses to obey his teachers?”

Oddly enough, parents of school children and high
schao! juniors and seniors take a more punitive attitude
than do persons who have no children in school. Slightly
more than half (57%) of the parents of schgol children
interviewed said they would expel the student, see that he
spent extra time in school, or recommended that he be
paddled, These who opted for a type of rehabilitation
{“counsel,” "work-study program,”’ “"'ehange of teachers or
courses,” "'transfer to another school,” “discussions with
teachers and principals,” "involvement of parents,’”” and
similar remedial measures) constitute 59%.

Participation in Sports by Girls

A majority of the general public sees nothing wrong with
permitting girls to participate in norcontact sports on the
same teams with boys. Noncontact sports, our interviewers
explained, are such sports as track, tennis, golf, baseball,
and the like.

Moreover, the puiis vows favarably {8B%) on giving
girls” athletics the samt kind of financial suppoii as that
given boys.

High school juniors and serviors are £ven maore tn “avor of
alloviing girfs fo purticipate in noneontact sporis on the
sam:: teams with boys than their elders.

The guestion:

Should girls b: permitied to participate in non-
comlact sparts - trank, terinis, golf, basebalt and the
tike — an the same teams with boys?

15{_
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High Schoal

MNationsl Juniors &
Totals Saniors
% %
*as, in favor 59 758
Mo, oppoted 35 22
Daon't know/no answer ] 2
100 100

Educational Innovation

Attitudes toward innovations being introduced in the
local schools have been probed in four national CFK Ltd.
surveys. In two surveys questions have measured a general-
ized view about innovations; in two other surveys questions
were designed ta reflect the public’s attitudes about
changes that have actually been effected in the local
schools, ~©

The two approaches bring almost identical results for the
nation as a whale. At the same time, it should be
emphasized that findings would almost certainly vary from
community to community. In the present survey, this
question was asked: k

Do you feel that the local public schools are not
interested enough in trying new ways and methods or
are they too ready to try new ideas?

The results, comparad with 1970, the last time this same
guestion was asked, show a slight shift. In the earlier
survey, 20% reported that the local schools were ‘'not
interested enough,” 21% said they were “‘too ready’ to try
new ideas. A total of 32% said the schools were "just about
right’’ in this respect and 27% had no cpinion,

In the present survey, 24% say thay believe the schools
are not interested enough in trying new ways and methods,
20% say they are too ready, 32% say the position of the
schools in this respect is ‘‘about right,” and 24% have no
opinion. .

Examination of the findings by groups points to
interesting differences. Parents with children in the public
schools are more inclined to say that the schools are too
ready ta try ﬂéyv ideas. The two other major groups, those
without children in the schools and parents of children in
parochial/private schools, are inclined to say the schools are
not interested enough in new ways and methods. High

193

199

-



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Gallup Polls of Attitudes Toward Education, 1969-1978

school juniors and seniors, interviewed in the present study,
are far more likely to complain that the schools are not
interested enough in new ideas.

The question:

Do you feel that the local public schools are not
intarested enough in trying new ways and methads or
are they too ready to try new ideas?

High
Public Parochial School
Nationsl No Children School School  Juniors &
Totals In Schools Parents Parents Seniors

Mot interestad :

enough 24 25 21 26 48
Too ready 10 try :

new ideas 20 17 26 23 13
Just about right 32 25 432 27 34
Don’t know/

no answer 24 33 11 24 5

100 100 100 100 100

Teacher Tenure

With the supply of teachers now greater than the
demand in many regions and specialties, pressures on local
schools to change policies regarding tenure have increased.
The general public has generally opposed the principle of
tenure, although, ludgmg from the most recent survey, the
margin has narrowed,

The same-tenure guestion asked in the present survey
was included in a comparable survey in 1972 An increase
of three percentage points in the number favoring tenure
was found in the present study, and a decline of five
percentage points in those opposed.

The question:

Most public school teachers have tenure; that is,
" after a two- or three-year trial period they receive
what amounts to a lifetime contract. Do you approve

or disapprove of this policy?

Public Parochial
National Na Childran Schaol School
Totals in Schools Parants Parants
% % % %
Approve n az k3| 34
Dizapprove 56 52 &1 59
Don't know/

no answer 13 16 8 7
100 100 100 100
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Information About the Schools

Parents of children in the public schools and in
parochial/private schools would like to have more inforima-
tion about the schools in the community, Current journalis-
tic practice in most parts of the nation is tg give preference
to "hard” news, that is, to events or happenings that
usually relate to vandalism, racial troubles, discipline
problems, protests, teacher strikes, and similar news, which
most laymen would describe as ““bad’’ news,

In some cities reporters make a serious effort to find
good news. The interest of parents, however, is in informa-
tion which probably fits neither category, but which
enables them to make better judgments about the schools
and the education of their children. Newsletters from the
school may be the only way to supply this need. -

To discover the interest of the different groups in the
schools, the present survey included this question:

Would you like to know more about the schools in
this community? -

Public Parochial
National Mg Children School Sehiool
Totals In Schoaols Parents Farents
% % % %
Yes 54 45 64 61
No 38 44 3 347
Don’t know/
no ansvwear B 11 5 5
100 100 100 100

When those who answered yes were asked, "What kind
of information would be of particular interest to you?" the
responses, in order of frequency, were:

. The curriculum

Qualifications of teachers

Current methods of teaching

How the schools are administered

. The problem of discipline

. The financial status of the schools
Extracurricular activities

Academic ratings of the schools

. Student attitudes toward the schools

10. More information about "my child" )
11. Handling of students with special problems
12. Information about the grading system

D00 N DD B LI —
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13. Problems of integration
14. How parents can become involved in school activi-
ties :

Constitutional Amendments Affecting the Schools

Four suggested amendments to the U.5. Constitution
deal with these matters: busing to achicve racial integration,
equalization of funds to narrow the gap between schools in
poor and well-to-do communities, government financial aid
to parochial schools, and an amendment that would permit
prayers to be said in the public schools.

"1f these amendments were made the subject of nation-
wide referenda at the present time, these majorities would,
likely be found:

1. Ap amendment to permit prayers: in favor 77%,
opposed 17%, no opinion 6%.

2. An amendment 1o permit government financial aid to
parochial schools: in favor §2%, opposed 35%, no opinion
13%.

3. An amendment to equalize amounts spent within a

“state on school children: in favor 66%, oppased 22%, no

apinion 12%, .

4. An amendment to forbid busing to achieve racial
integration: in favor of busing 18%, opposed 72%, no
opinion 10%.

Prayers in the Public Schools

This issue is a hardy perennial. Tlhe courts have
consistently opposed any effoit to hrez'?:h church-state
prohibitions now written into the Constitution. Earlier
surveys on this issue have shown that a majority of the’
American people favor, by large majorities, permitting
prayers in the schools.” ‘

The question:

These proposals are being suggested to amend the
U.S. Constitution. As | read each one, will you tell
me if you favor or oppose it: )

An amendment to the Constitution that would
permit prayers to be said in the public schools.
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Piiblie Parochial
National Na Chiidren Sehool School
Tatals In Schuol Paronts Parents
% % % %
Favor 17 75 9 78
Oppose 17 18 17 19
Don't know/

no answer 6 4 3
100 100 100

sSupreme Court rulings actually prohitnt enly “official™ prayers,
'~ The Editor

Government Aid for Church-Related Schools

The Supreme Court has consistently ruled against
government aid to church-related schools, Only an amend-
ment to the Constitution can change this situation. Public
sentiment in favor of government aid to parochial schools
has been rather evenly divided in past surveys.;

When this question was asked in the 1970 survey, "It has
been proposed that some government tax maney be used to
help parochial schools make ends meet, How do you feel
about this? Do you favor or oppose giving sofne govern-
ment tax money to help parochial schools?” the findings
were: in favor of aid 48%, oppaosed 44%, no apinion 8%.

The 1974 question:

Do you favor or oppose an amendment to the
Constitution that would permit government financial
aid to parochial schools? '

Public Parochial
National No Children Schoal School
Totals in School Parants Parents
% % % %
Favor 52 52 61 66
Oppase a5 35 37 26
Don't knaw/

no answer 13 13 12 a
100 100 100 100

Equalization of Money Spent by
School Districts
Americans have long professed to believe that all
children ought to be given more or less equal opportunity
for a basic education. But the system of financing the

<03
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schools which has grown up in the L5, does not affect this.
For example, there is a spread of over $1,000 in the average
cost of educating a pupil in New York State ($1,809) and
in Alabama {$716), and ditferences among districts within
many states are even greater,

In recent vyears several court cases challenging such
financial unevenness have been considered. In 1973 the
U.S. Suprems Court held, 5-4, that the U.S. Canstitution in
no way guarantees equality of educational apportunity, nor
sven that education is a “‘fundamental right” of children
under our Constitution. This ruling has led some educators
to advocate that a provision be added te the Constitution
which would encourage nationwide equalization of ex-
penditures between rich and poor districts. Ta elicit the
public's views on this issue, the following question was
asked:

At present some public school districts spend less
than others per child in school. Would you favor or
oppose a constitutional amendment to reduce these
differences?

Public Parochial
Mational Mo Childran Schoal Schoal
Totals In Schoaols Parents Parents
% % % E
Favor 66 3] 54 63
Opposa 22 17 27 27
Don't know/
no answer 12 _ 15 a 10
100 100 : 100

Busing to Achieve Racial Integration

This highly controversial issue has been debated for a
number of years, Sentiment opposed to busing has re-
mained surprisingly constant. For example, a survey on this
issue conducted in 1971 by the Gallup Poll showed
76% of the nation’s eligible voters opposed to busing and
18% in favor, with 6% having no opinion. .

In other surveys it has been discovered that the public
tavors integration, but opposes busing of school children as
a means to this end.

The guestion:

<04
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Do you favor busing of school children for the
purpose of racial integration or should busing for this
purpose be prohibited: through a constitutional

" amendment?

. Public  Parochial
National Mo Children Schoal School

Totshs In Schooly Parenty Parents
. % % % %
Favor 18 19 . 17 22
Prohibit . 72 70 ‘ 75 66
Don't know/
Ao BNSWET 10 L B 12
100 - 100 . 100 - 100

How the Public Schools Rate

The public schdols represent one of the two or tﬁree
American institutions which have held the respect and
confidence of a majority of citizens in a period of
widespread cynit:ism and disillusionment. To measure the
quality of education available in the pubhc schools in a new
approach, this question was asked:

Students are often given ‘the grades A,B,C,D, andﬁ
FAIL to denote the quality of their work. Suppase
the public schools themselves, in this community,
were graded in the same way. What grade would you
give the public schools here — A,B,C,D, or FAIL?

Wide vanancms are found by segmerits of the popula-
tion, but one comforting fact is that the people who
probably know their local schools best -- the parents of
children in the public schools — give them the hrghest
rating.

High

. Public Parochial Sechool
National Mo Children School Sehool Juniors &
Totals In Scheols Parents Parents Saniors

% % % % %
A rating 18 16 22 12 9
B ratng 30 22 42 28 41
C ratung 21 . 19 24 22 35
D raving "B 7 4 g 10
Fail 5 4 3 15 -2

Don’t know/
no answer - 20 3z 5 14 3
100 100 100 100 100
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The Public’s Perceptions of a ‘Good’ School
Educators often ask how the public reaches a judgment
that a schoal is "good.” To shed light on the reasons, this
QUE§!E§!D was asked: *
%

) you could send a child of yours to any school in
this area, to what school wolld.you send him?

Those whe responded were then asked to tell exactly
why they selected this school. Their answers, summarized,
can be stated as follows: , )

The good school has ... teachers who are interested in
their wark and in their students; teachers who make their
classes interesting;, enough variety in the curriculum to
interest students who are not college-bound; good dis-
ciptine, respect for authority; good student/teacher rela-
tionships; and good student-to-student relationships.

Many other things are mentioned: modern equipment,
small classes, good administration, up-to-date teaching
methads, religious training, etc.

N Tréining for Citizenship

The failure of many young people to register and to vote
in the presidential election of 1972 has led some critics to
question the wisdom of letting young persons vote at the
age of 18. Since the schools ‘must bear much of the
responsibility for preparing young people for citizenship, an
important pcint arises as to whether high schoa! juniors and
seniors know enough about the Constitution, government,
and the political process (o enable them to cast a’
reasonably intelligent vote. '

To obtain the views of the public — and of high school
juniors and seniors themselves — this uestion was included
in the survey:

The question:

Young people who reach the age of 18 now have
the right to vote. The question arises as 1o whether
high school courses give students enough information
about the Constitution, about government and the
political process, to enable them to vote intelligently.
What is your impression — how good a job do the
schools perform in this respect: good, fair, ar poor?
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High

Publie Parochial | Sehool

Mational No Children School School Juniors &
Totals  In Schocls Parents ;Parents Seniors

% % % / % %
Good 33 28 33 { 38 47
Fair 33 32 ‘s 36 34
Paor 16 18 13 15 - 18
Dan't know/

nig answer i8 ~ 22 13 11 -3
100 100 100 100 100

- ]

Time Spent on Four Activities by
o Better Versus Poorer Students

Parents who are concerned about their children’s pro-
gress in school can gain some guidance from facts gathered’
in the survey indicating how students with higher grades
spend their out-of-school hours in c:cmtrast to students wiz
lowsér grades.

The time spent on four activities was recorded for a |
typical day: reading not connected with school work, -
homework, listening to radio, and viewing television. The
results, when analyzed, show that students at the top of
their class, and students with above-average grades, spend
.markedly more time reading for pleasure than do the
poorer students.

Students at the tm:\ of their class ar:tually devote nearly
twice as much time to reading not connected with their
school work as do the students in the lower half of their
classes, Also, they spend more time on homework aﬁd far.
less time watching television.

' This finding confirms the results reported in other
studies madd in the United States and: Great Britain,
Students .who do less well in their school work tend to
. spend more time-on television and less on reading than do
- the students at the top of their classes.

Persons who ‘grew up in an earlier generation may be
shocked by the small amount of time sfudents of today
spend on reading. And, judging from the information
obtained from high school juniors and seniors, the years
spent in school have little apparent effect in encouraging
greater time spent in reading,

High scheol juniors and seniors in the upper half of
their classes spent only 17 minytes, the median, on a

o
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given ray reading for pleasure. Those in the lower half
spent only five minutes. A total of 30% of those in the
er half read nothing not requirerl; more than half (53"
af IAhEQF in the lower half read nothing.

No significant differences were found v respect o radio
Ilstemng Abput the same percentage of all three groups
listened, and the amount of time spent averaged abput the
same for those at the top as for those at the bottom.

The parents who war‘]t to see their children improve their
grades might Tollow this time schedule for their out-of-
school activities:

Reading for pleasure — 30 minutes 1¢ one hDLlf
Doing homework — one hour
Listening to radio — 30 minutes to one hour
Viewing television — ﬁDI more than ane and one-half hours

The Most Important Things Juniors & Seniors
Say They Are Gemng Out of School

When high schoo! juniors and seniors are asked this
guestion,

What do yn:ﬁ feel are the most important things
you are getting out of school?

the answers that come up most frequently are making
friends,”” and “learning to get along with people. " These
reasons are cited even more often than ' 'gaining a generzﬂ
education’’ or ‘‘preparing for a job after high schoal.”
Fourth in frequency of mentions is “preparation for
college.”

Very few students mention goals usually cited by
educators: ‘‘personal development,”” ‘‘acquiring a sense of
values,” ''widening one's outlook” “becoming more
mature.” Some students say they have developed a greater
sense of responsibility, more self-reliance, and that they
have learned to cope better with\people and problems; but
very few juniors and seniors say that the most important
thing they are getting out of school is the development of
their individual capabilitigs.
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The Goals of Education as Seen by
High School Juniors & Seniors

When hlgh school juniors and seniors were asked, “"What
are the overall educational goals of the schoo! you attend?”’
their answers fell chiefly into three categories:

1. To prepare students for coliege, 43%.

2. To prepare students for jobs, 25%.

3. To graduate students and get them out of school,
10%. \

Few cite, as a goal af edu:atmn the dEVEIQEﬁ“\Ent of the
individual student.

Importance of College Education

\ The following question, asked of the high sehoc! juniors
and seniors, ‘provides imeresting views when considered in
" the context t:if the rﬁanv dﬁcuSsan during recent years of

T 3 TR S TR

the

=

The question:

How important is a college education today:
extremely important, fairly important, not too im-
portant, or nof important at all?

. % i -
Extremaly 35"
Fairly 51
Not o ) 10
Mot at all 2
Don’t know/no answer 1
100
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FURTHER BREAKDOWNS

Deiaﬂad and different breakdowns of some of the -
responses to 1974 . poll questions are provided in this
section as a supplement to tables already presented.

2

The Major Problen

What do you think are the biggest problems with
which the public schooli in this community must

deal?
High
Public Parochial Sechool
hiaticnal No Children School School Juniors &
Totals InSchools FParents Parents Saniars
% % % % %
- Lack of -
discipline 23 2 25 29 3z
Integration/
sagregation
- prablams 16 17 14 17. 14
Lack of proper .
financisl : .
support 13 11 15 17 9
Uss of drugs 13 13 12 15 13
Ditficuliy of .
getting "'good”
teachers 11 10 13 15 11
Size of
school/classes 1 4 9 8 B
Parents’ lack
of interest® 6 € & 4 2
School board
policias . 4 3 ] 7 2
Poor curficuium 3 4 3 3 7
Lack of propar
“faelitier 3 2 5 3 ]
Pupiis’ lack
of intgrest 2 z Z * 14
Poor communica:
tion . - = 1 1 4
Miscsilanaous 4 3 6 7 3
There ars
no prablems 3 a a 2
Don't know/
na aniwer 17 23 9 7 7

*Less than 1%
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What to Do with the Noninterested Student

Some students have no interest in school work as
now offered in junior and sanipr high school and they
become a problem. Here are soma ways that have
been proposed for dealing with these students, Will
you tall me in the case of each proposal whether or
not you approve of it. )

A. Permit thése students to quit school,

National No Children

High

Public Porochial Schoal
Schoo! School Juniors &

Totals In Sehools  Parents Parents Saniors
Approve i8 21 14 12 44
Disapprove 78 74 g2 B4 53
Don‘t knaw/ 7
no answear 4 5 4 4 3
100 100 100 100 100

job training as a substitute for regular school.

Approve 74 77 70 67 82
Disapprove 21 17 26 A 14

Don't know/
NG answer 5 8 4 2 4
100 100 100 100 100

€. Have special training courses “which would
prepare them for jobs.

Apprave 94 93 -7 a5 97
Disapprave 4 3 5 3 1

Don’t know/
NG answer 2 4 1 2 -2
100 100 100 100

D. Have a wéfkastudy program (% day at schoal,
% day on-the-job training).-

Approve 86 a5 89 86 90
Disapprove 2] 2] g 12 10
Den't know/ :
no Bnswer 5 6 2 2 o
100 100 100~ 100 100
*Less than 1%
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E. Give school credit for volurieer work during
the school day 'vith an approved organization, such as
a local hospital, day-care center, and the like. =

Approve 77 77 77 /4 B3
Disapprove 17 15 20 24 15

Don’t know/
no answer 6 B i 2 2
100 100 100 100 100

F. Have separate programs for students with
out-of-the-ordinary interests and talents.

Approve 79 75 82 B2 B3
Oisapprove . . 14 T4 13 15 13

Don't know/ : .
no answer 7 10 5 3 4
100 100 100 . 100 100

What would make school more interesting and

useful to you?

Wider variety of subjects’
Better/more interested teachers
Extracurricular activities

Freedom to choose courses

Be: or preparation for non-college students
Better facilities

Maore free ume

Better student/teacher relationships
QOpen classrooms 4
Better relationships between studants
Miscellaneous

Mothing — it's all right now

Don’t know/no answer

*Tatals exceed 100% due to m,u'l'tiﬁle answers Ey respon

Automatiec Promotion

High School
Juniors & Seniors
%

—

i | 0D T = kL O O O O

—
—

[=3
i

nts. .

Sorne students are npt able to keep up with their
classmates and therefore fail their work. Which of
these two ways of dealing with this problem do you

prefer?
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- High
’ Public_Parochial School
National Mo Childran School Sehoal Juniors &
Totals  In Schools Parents Parents Seniors
: % % % % %
Promote them
anyway 7 <] 8 7 10
Hold them back 90 20 a9 a8 87
Don't know/
ng answer 3 4 -3 5 3
100 100 100 100 100

How To Handle the Recalcitrant Student

What shéu!d be done with a high school student
wha refuses to obey his teachers?

High

Publie Parochial Schoal
National No Children School Schosl Juniors &
Totais In Schools  Parents Parents  Seni
% % % % 9
Punitive Action
Suspend/expel 31 30 32 33 41
Plnish - i 11 11 & 4
Detention time_. 4 3 6 5 8
Paddle 7 7 8 3 3
Rshabilitation
Counsel 13 13 i4 15 17
Provide work/
study pro-
gram i 1 1 2 2
Discussians
with pringi-
pal, teachers,
‘juvernie 7
authorifies 8 g 7 ]
Involve parents 22 19 26 30
Provide special
= curriculum/
teachers 10 g 1 12 3
Mizcellaneous 3 3 2 * &
Don't know/
no answer i0 12 7 11 7
*Less than 1%
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Should girls be permitted to participate in non-
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contact.sports — track, tennis, golf, baseball, and the
like — on the same teams with boys?
High
Public Parochial Sehool .-
National No Children School School Juniors &
Totalzs In Schools Parents Parents  Seniors

% % % % %

Yes 59 58 59 66 78

No 35 34 37 30 22
Don't know/ '

no answer 6 8 4 4 s 2

100 100 100 100 100

Should girls have equal financial support for their
athletic activities as bays? - .

High

: Pubiic Parochial School
National Ne Children School School Juniors &
Totals In Schools Parents Parents Saniors

- % % % % %

Yes 88 87 88 96 89

No N 7 8 3 9
Don’t know/

ng answer 5§ 6 4 2

100 100 100 100 100

Constitutional Amendments Affecting
The Schaols |

These pioposals are being siiggested to amend the
U.S. Constitution. As | read each one, will you tell
me if you favor or oppase it? :

a
A. An amendment to the-Constitution that would

’ permit prayers 1o be said in the public’schaols.
¢ v Pon't Know/
Favor Opposa No Answer
% % %
NATIONAL 77 17 6
Sax )
Men 75 5
Women . B8O 15 5
Race
White 77 18 5
Nonwhite 78 16 &
Education
Elementary grades 84 7
208
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High school 81 i4 5
College 67 28 5
Age )
18 to 29 years C 69 25 B
30 to 49 years 79 16 5
50 years and over 80 13 7
Religion -
Protestant . B2 13 5
Roman Catholic 79 15 6
Jewish 34 61 5
. All others 50. 41 9
f Region .
East 75 19 6
) Midwest, 77 17 6
T South 86 10 'y
Wast 68 26 6
Political affiliation )
Flepublican Bl 13 ]
Demaoerat 77 17 3]
Independent 74 21 5

B. An amendment to the Constitution that would
permit government financial aid to parochial schools.

Don‘t Know/
Favor Oppase No Answer
% % %
NATIONAL 52 - a5 13
Sex :
. Men 50 39 1
Woman 85 N 14
HRace i
White 53 35 12
Nanwhite 50 23 21
Education
Elementary grades 51 28 21
High school 56 N . 13
College : a8 44 8
15 Aﬁ
18 to 29 years 56 33 11
30 to 49 years 54 35 11
50 yaars and over 50 35 15
Religion ’
Protestant . 44 41 15
Reman Cathalie 76 15 9
Jawish 27 66 7
All others 39 48 ) 13
L Region i '
East - 59 & 30 11
Midwest ) 59 3z 9
& South 45 36 18
West 46 43 - 1
(Continusd an next paga)
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{Continued from preceding page)
Political sffiliation

Repuhlican 49 39 12
Democrat . b4 32 14
Indapendent 53 as 12

C. At present some public school districts spend

* lass than others per child in schaol. Would you favor

or oppose a constitutional amendment to reduce
these differences?

L3
Don’t Know/
Favor. . Dpposa No Answer
% % %
! NATIONAL &6 22 12
Sax
Men 66 24 10
Womaen &7 19 14
Race
White . 65 ‘23 12
Nonwhite 75 i3 12
Education * -
Elemeantary grades 69 12 19
High school 66 21 13
College 65 28 7
Age
i8 1o 20 years 73 17 10
30 1o 49 years ' 64 27 9
60 years and aver BS i9 16
Religion
Protestant 65 22 13
Roman Catholic 67 22 i1
Jewish 84 9 7
All others 1 18 i1
Ragion .
East &4 20 16
Midwest 65 -24 11
South 67 22 11
West 2 2i g
Political affiliation
Republican 56 29 . 15
Democrat ' 71 18 - 11
Independent 87 22 -1
- D. Do you favor busing of sehool children for the

purpose of racial integration or should busing for this
purpose be prohibited through a constitutional
‘amendment?
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NATIONAL
Sex
Men
Women
Race
White
Noenwhite
Education
Elementary grades
High school
College
Age
18 1o 29 years
+30 o 49 vears
50 years and over
Religion
Protastant
Roman Cathohe
Jewish ¢
All athers
Region
East
Midwest
South 1
West
Political affiliation
Republican
Demacrat
Independent

Favor

%

16
19
21

17
18
17
13

22
16

Prohibit

Sixth Annual Poll

Don’t Know/
No Answar
%

10

How the Public Schools Rate

, Students are often given the grades A,B,C.D, and
FAIL to denote the quality of their work. § ppose
the public schools' themselves, in_this community,
were graded in the same way. What grade would you
give the public schools here —A,B,C,D, or FAIL?

NATIONAL
Sex

Nonwhite

e

[
]

1
1

o

8 rw

30
3

Neo

21
20

21
17

mw o RO

i

" FAI
%

5

£ um

4
10

fContinued on next page)
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L No Answer
%
20



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Gallup Polls of Attitudas Toward Educafion, 1869-1978

4

i (Continued from precading page)

Edueation

Elementary grades 26 24 13 5 4 29

High sehool 19 28 22 6 4 21

College 13 38 22 7 4 16
Ap

18 1o 24 years 11 24 34 10 4 17

25 10 79 years 18 29 20 9 4 20

30 1o 49 vears 18 37 21 5 5 14

60 years and over 21 24 17 5 4 29
Community size

1 million and over 13 27 20 7 8 25

500,000 t0 999,999 26 2v 22 g 5 23

50,000 10 499,999 16 33 23 & 4 18
. 2,500 10 49,999 25 34 16 2 4 19

Under 2,500 ig 3 2 5] 3 21

If you could send a child of yours to any school in
this area, to what school would you send him?

Public Parochial

National Na Children School School

Totals In Schools Parants Parantz

% % % %
_ Replied 68 80 . 76 87
“"No reply given 18 26 ] 10
Thera is no ather

school in area 14 14 16 3
100 100 100 100

Training for Citizenship

;Ycung people who reach the age of 18 now have
the right to vote. The question arises as to whether
high school courses give students enou; .nformation
about the Censtitution, about government and the
political process to enable them to vote intelligently.
What is your impression — how good a job do the
schools perform in this respect — good, fair, or poor?

Don't Know/

Good Fair Poor No Answer
% % %
NATIONAL 33 33 16 18
Sex .
Men 32 34 1B 16
Women 33 12 i5 20
Race
Whita 32 33 17 18
Nonwhite 38 3z 14 16
212
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Educstion
Eiementary grades 30 28 14 28
High 3chool 34 33 16 17
Coliege 33 36 i7 14
Ags
18 to 29 years 33, 47 : 19 i
30 to 49 years a8 32 14 16
50 years and aver 28 31 17 T 24
Community size
500,000 and over 29 24 iB 19
50,000 1o 499,999 37 34 12 17
2,500 10 49,999 39 29 15 17
Under 2,500 30 34 18 18

Time Spent on Four Activities by
Better Versus Poorer Students

Is this child at the top of his/ber class, above
average, average, or below average in his/her grades?
{Asked of parents, who responded for their aoldest
child in schoal)

Where do you stand academically in your class —
near the top, above average, average, or below
average? (Asked of high school juniors and seniors)

Paranis High School
ot School Juniars &
Children Seniors
% %
Rlear tap ] 23
Above average 34 30
Average 40 45
Balov, average 4 2
Dan't know/na answer 2 :
100 100

this ehild, how much time does this child spend in
these various ways on a typical school day in the
hours when he/stie is not in school?,” parents of
public school children reported:
Minutas Spant  Minutes Spant
Nona {(Madian) {Maan}
%
AMOUNT OF TIME SFENT
Reading Not Connected
With Homework
{Continued on next page)
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Top oi class 1 35 83
Abave averags 26 29 44
Lower half 34 20 28
Doing hamework
Top of ¢lass 15 57 BR
Above average 22 40 57
Lower haif 27 30 39
Looking at welevision ’
Top of class i0 a7 a7
Above average B 94 94
Lower half ] 127 145
Listening to radio
Top of class a9 27 59
Above average 43 28 56
Lower half 40 29 53
In reply to this questi “Thinking only of the

last school day, w ,hl h ynu mEntlaned abnve haw
much time did you s
seniors reported:

Minutes Spent

Nens (Madian)} {Msan)
%
AMOUNT OF TIME SPENT
Reading Not Connscted ats
With Homaework
Top of class 30 17 29
Abaove average 53 5 24
Doing homewark
Top of class 32 30 52
Above average 43 29 44
Looking st tslevision
Top of class N 50 80
Above average 23 100 102
Listening to radio
Top of class 23 1 70
Above average 22 50 85

COMPOSITION OF THE SAMPLES

Minutas Spent

Adults
No children in schools 55%
Public schoo! parents 39%°
Parachial school parents 8%"
*The combined total of public and parochial schoaol parents
sxceeds 45% becauss some parents have children atrending more
than one kind of school.

214
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High Sehool Juniars and Seniors

Public school students 92%
Parochial and private school students 8%
High Schaol
Juniors &
All Aduhs Seniors
% %
* Sax
Men 50 a2
. Women =] 58
100 - i00
Racs
White 88 D.d not
Monwhite 2 query
100
RAsligion
Protestant 60 Chd not
Roman Catholic 28 query
Jewish 3
Othars 9
100
Ags
18 to 24 years 11 -
25 10 29 years 12
30 1o 49 years 40
50 years and over a7
. 100
Oeeupation
Business and professiuoa. 23 Dd not
Ciencal and sales 11 query
Farm 4
Skilled labor 19
Unskilied labar 21
Maoniabor force 20
Undesignated 2
100
Incama
$20,000 and over 7 15 Did not
: 515,000 10 $19,999 15 query
- "$10,000 10 $14,929 26
. £7.000 10 ¢ Az
$5,000 to $6,999 FEER B
$3.000 10 $4,959 : 11
Under $2,999 8
Undasignatad 2
100
Political affiliation
Republican 24 Did not
Democrat 44 query
Independant a:]

{Continued pn next page)
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{Continued from preceding pagel

Region
East
Midwest
South

West

Community size
500,000 and over
50,000 to 499,999
2,500 to 49,999
Under 2,600

Education

Elermnentary grades

High school incomplete

High school completa

Technical, trade, or
business school

College incomplete

College graduate

Juniors
Seniors
No answer

R

3

D1d not

query

Did not
query
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Chapter 8

Seventh Annual Gallup

Poll of Public Attitudes
‘Toward Education — 1975

The Purpose of the Study

- Thf;e present survey has sought to discover the views of
American citizens toward their public schools. It is the
seventh arinual survey in the series launched in 1969. This
year the survey was funded by the Ford Foundation.
Previous surveys were sponsored by CFK Lid.

An effort is made each year to deal with new and
emerging problems which canfront public school education,
A number of questions in the survey are repeated from
earlier surveys in order to meakure trends.

As in earlier surveys, all the data are analyzed by four
groups: the total public sampled, parents who have children
now attending public schools, parents with children now
attending nonpublic schools, and adults who have no
children either in public or nonpublic schools.

To assure that the survey embraced issues of current
importance to the educational world, Phi Delta Kappa
brought together in Atlanta & panel of citizens to make
suggestions in _the planning stage of the present study.
Expenses were paid by the Ford Foundation.

These participants were: Edward Brainard, directer,
Leadership Development, Colorado Department of Educa-
tion, Denver; B. Frank Brown, division director, I/D/E/A,
Melbourne, Florida; George Brown, lieutenant governor,
State of Colorado, Denver; Albert Burstein, assemblyman,
State of New Jersey, Jersey City; Alan K. Campbell, dean,

f
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Maxwell Graduate Schaol af Citizenship and Putalic Atfairs,
Syracuse University; Anne Campbell, state commissioner af
education, Lincoln, Nebiraska; Eugene P. Connell, president,
Board of Education, Clarkstown Central School District
No. 1, New City, New York; Alanzo Crim, superintendent
of schools, Atlanta, Georgia; Stanley M. Elam, editor, Phis,
Delta Kappan, Bloomington, Indiana; Hope Kading, vice !
chairperson, Education Commission at the States, Denver,
Colorado; William A, Mitchell, superintendent, School
District No. 6, Gréeley, Colorado; Margery Tabankin,
director, The Youth Project, Washington, D.C.

We wish to thank these individuals for their many
valuable suggestions. ’

Research Procedure

The Sample. This year the sample — deseribed as a
modified probability sample — included a total of 1,558
adults (1B years and older). All nte rviewing was done by a
trained staff of interviewers, maintained by the Gallup
organization, who conducted personal, in-home interviews
in all areas of the country and in all types of local
communitias. A complete analysis of the respondents
appears at the end of this report. '

Time of Interviewing. The fieidwaork fD‘ the study was
conducted during the perind of June 25 through June 30,
1975.

The Interviewing Form. All questions were put through
3 series of pretests conducted prior to the final guestion
selection and actual fieldwaork,

Findings from this report apply only to the country as a
whaole and not to specific local areas. Local surveys, using
the same guestions, can be conducted in order to compare
‘ocal communities to the national norm.

Major Problems Confronting
The Public Schools in 1975

Respondents have been asked each year in the seven
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surveys in this series (o cite the most important problems of
the public schools in their own communities.

In six of these seven surveys, including the present one.
the problem most frequently mentioned is “lack of
discipline.” The percentage of those interviewed who cite
discipline has not differed significantly from the first
survey: Approximately one person in four names discipline
as the most important problem.

The major problems which the public names this year,
1975, are substantially.the same as those mentioned in the

1974 survey, with one exception. This year, for the first

time, the number of respondents mentioning “crime”
{vandalism, stealing, etc.) is great enough to place this
problem among .the top 10. Actually, in number of
mentions, it ranks in eighth place. And this vear, for the
first. ‘time, “drinking” {use of alcohol) is mentioned by
enough respendents to establish a new category, although it
is not one of the top 10. ‘

Comparing this year's findings with those of 1969, the
first'survey, brings to light a significant drop in the number
who say that "lack of proper facilities” is a major problem
in their local schools.

Below, in order of mentions, is the list of the top 10
problems of the public schools, as viewed by the publig, in
the year 1975:

Lack of discipline
Integration/segregation/busing

Lack of proper financial support
Difficulty of getting “"good”’ teachers
Size of school/classes

Use of drugs

Poor curriculum
Crime/vandalism/stealing

Lack of proper facilities

Pupils’ lack of interest

__.‘ ~
O LE N M AW~

Rating of the Public Schools

In the 1974 survey, an effort was made to establish a
rating of the public schools that would provide a base for
future comparisons. A five-point scale was used, one which
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the schools themselves have employed historicatly. This
question was asked:

Students are often given the grades A, B, Cc, D, and
FAIL to denote the quality of their work. Suppose
the public schools themselves, in this community,
were graded in the same way. What grade would you
yive the public schools here = A, B, C, D, or FAIL?

During the year, a significant drop ﬁas been registered in
the number of persoris giving the schools a grade of A. The
change is from 18% last year to 13% this year.

The lowest ratings.of the public schools come, under-
standuhly, from parents whose children are now attending
indepandent/parochial schools. In this group, only 5% give
the public schools an A rating; 34% give them a rating of
either D or FAIL,

The public’s rating of the schools may be influenced by
the ‘general loss' of confidence in and respect for all
American institutions. Education and the church, it should
be pointed out, still have much higher confidence ratings
than Congress, the Supreme Court, organized labor, or big
business. & Gallup Poll released in July, 1975 shows that
the public gives a high confidence rating of 67% to the
schools as opposed to a 40% confidence rating for Congrass,
a 38% confidence rating for organized labor, and a 34%
rating for big business. -

Apart from this, it should be pointed out, the media
have given wide publicity this year to the increasing crime
and vandalism in the schools throughout the nation and to
the declining test scores as reported by national college
entrance examinations. :

Ratings given to the public schools in 1974 and those
given in 1975 indicate these changes during this period:

Natianal Totais

Ratings Given the 1974 1975
Public Schools % %
A rating 18 13
B rating 30 10
C rating 21 28
D rating 6 B
FAIL 5 7
Don't know/no answer 20 13

ey 220 -
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Parents with children in the public schools — the group
in the best position to judge the quality of education in the
schools — give the ‘s€hools a higher rating than do those
who have no children in the public schools,

Publie  Parachial

N National WNo Children School School
! Totals in Schools Parents  Parents
A rating 13 11 17 5
B rating 30 26 36 . 25
C rating 28 27 28 24
D rating 9 9 8 16
FAIL 7 7 7 18
Doan’t know/
no answer 13 20 3 12

When the results are analyzed by. the socioeconomic
groups in the population, a fact important to the educa-
tional - profession comes to light. The two bellwether
groups — the collegé educated and the young adults — give
the public schoals the lowest ratings. Clearly, this should be
regarded as a warning signal.

In 1974, 40% of the 18-29 age group gave the public
schools an A or B rating. This vear only 32% of this age
group gave the schools an A or B rating. Last vear, 51% of
those who had attended college gave the schools an A or B

present survey, 41% of those who attended college gave the
schools a C or D rating, compared to 29% who gave the
schools a C or D last year.

.. Raca

s Q8

* i Don't Know/
A B € 0O FAIL No Answer
% % % % % %
NATIONAL TOTALS 13 30 28 9 7 13
Sex
Men 11 30 28 10 2] 13 )
Women 14 30 28 8 7 13 <
White 13 31 28 =] 7 12
Nonwhite 14 23 28 1 10 14
18 to 29 years 6 26 37 12 7 12
30 to 49 years 13 33 29 N 8 6
50 years and over 18 29 19 5 7 22

(Continued on next pags)
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{Continved from preceding pagel

Education
Elementary grades 21 25 17 7 g
High school 12 29 30 9 8 12
College g 34 31 10 6
Community size
1 millian and over 11 29 23 g9 9 19
500,000 10°999,999 14 27 27 1N 8 13
50,000 1o 499,999 10 28 30 12 7 13
2,500 10 49,999 17 30 30 5 =] 13
Vnder 2,500 13 32 28 9 8 10
Region -
East 14 32 24 7 7 16
Midwest T 14 30 29 8 8 11
South 12 30 29 8 7 13
Waest 10 26 29 15, 8 12

Use of Drugs and Alcohol

The use of drugs by young people is regarded as a serious
problem in all areas of the nation, in cities and towns from
the largest to the smallest. In fact, the use of drugs in small
communities appears to have reached the same level as in
the largest cities, a change which represents a marked
difference from five years ago (1970).

A total of 59% of the parents who have children now
attending public schools say that the use of drugs by young
people locally is a serious problem. |

Aicohol, which many regard as another kind of drug, has
become a relatively new problem at a time When the use of -
marijuana and hard drugs has leveled off. As in the case of
other drugs, alcohol is as much a problem in the small
communities as in the large. '

The first question asked: Is the use of drugs by
young people a serious problem in this community?

The second question asked: What about alcoholic

drinks?
Drugs a Serious Local Youth Problem
Don‘t Know/
Yes No No Answer
NATIONAL TOTALS 58 27 15
222
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Sex

Men 56 29 15

Women &0 25 15
Raca

White 57 28 15

Nonwhite 64 21 15
Age )

18 to 29 years 56 3z 12 -

30 to 49 years 61 27 12

50 years and ovér 57 22 21
Education

Elementary grades 62 21 17

High school 59 / 27 14

Collage 53 31 16
Community size

1 million and aver 54 26 20

500,000 10 999,999 57 25 18

50,000 to 499,999 62 23 15

2,500 to 49,999 &89 21 10

Under 2,500 51 a5 14
Region

East 51 3 18

Midwest 63 24 13

South 59 27 14

West : 60 24 16

Aleohol a Serious Local Youth Problem
) Don’t Know/

Yes No No Answer
% % %

NATIONAL TOTALS 65 27 18
Sex

Men ) 53 n 16

Women 56 24 20
Race

White 54 28 18

Noanwhite 549 25 16
Age :

18 to 29 years 60 27 13

30 to 49 years 53 32 15

50 years and over 54 21 25
Education

Elementary grades 57 23 20

High school 56 27 17

College 50 3 19
Community size

1 million and over - 53 26 21 -

500,000 t5 999,999 57 23 20

50,000 to 499,999 : 55 25 20

fContinued an next page) 4
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(Continued from preceding page)

2,500 10 49,999 61 26 13

Under 2,500 52 32 5
Region

East 49 30 21

Midwest 61 25 14

South 53 28 19

West 56 25 19

Program on Effects of
Drugs and Alcohol

Every major group in the population, by overwhelming
majorities, would require students to attend a program on
the effects of drugs and alcohol. ,

The success of such required programs has been spotty
in the places in which they have been tried. On the other
hand, many citizens believe that it is important that
students who try drugs and aleohol, or who persist in their
use, know all the dangers they risk.

The question:

Should the schools in this community require
students 1o attend a program on the effects of drugs
and alcohol?

public  Parochial
National No Childran Sehool School

Totals in Schools Parents  Parents
% % % %
Yes 84 81 87 88
Na i1 12 10 8
Don't know/
no answer 5 7 3 4

Public Awareness and Attitudes
With Respect to the Supreme Court's
Ruling on Suspensions

3

Although only four in 10 (41%) of the persons included

in this survey had heard of the U.S. Supreme Court's ruling
regarding the suspension of students, a majority of those
who were aware of this decision hold the view that the

224
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Court did not go too far in making its ruling.

The Court, it will be recalled, now requires school
principals to give written notice to a student and his parents
and 1o hold a hearing when a student is suspended from
school. _ o

" Seme educators and school board members have ob-
jected to this ruling, believing that it, along with others, has
added to the difficulties of operating the school system.
The public, judging from the findings of this survey, accepts
the Court's decision as being a fair one. '

The question:- '

A U.S. Supreme Court decision requires school
principals to give written notice to a student and his
parents and to hold a hearing when the student is
suspended from school. Have you heard or read about
this ruling?

<1

Public  Parochial
National Neo Children School School

Totals In Schools  Parents  Parents
% . % % %
¥ es, have heard 41 39 44 47
No, have nat heard 55 56 54 50
Don't know/
no answer 4 5 2 3

The second guestion (asked only of those who had heard
or read about the ruling):

Do you think the Court went too far in making
this ruling?

Yes,
Court Na,
Want Court Don’t Know/
Too Far Did Not No Answar
% % : %
NATIONAL TOTALS 26 67 7
Sex :
Men a3 60 7
Women 21 " 73 6
Race
White 29 66 5
Nonwhite B 77 15

{Continued on next page)
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{Continuad from preceding page)
Anpa

18 to 29 years 22 Al 7
30 to 49 years 25 68 7
50 years and over 1 62 7
Education
Elementary grades n 55 14
High school 24 70 6
College 28 68 4
Community size
1 miliion and over 18 71 11
500,000 10 999,999 27 67 6
50,000 10 499,999 27 65 8
2,500 10 49,999 24 71 5
Under 2,500 n 64 5
Region
East 25 69 6
_Midwest 30 65 5
South 25 65 10
Waest 25 69 6

Attitudes Toward Student Rights

AltFiough the Supreme Court has upheld rights of
students in recent rulings, the weight of opinion in the
nation is that students have too many rights and privileges.
Those who say students, generally speaking, have "too

.many*’ rights and privileges comprise 456%, those who say
“'not enough’’ or who say these rights and privileges are

about right total 37%.

When the same question was asked in the 1972 survey,
41% said that students had ‘‘too many™ rights. This
compares with the 45% in the present study. More
important, parents of children in the schools are increas
ingly of the opinion that students have too many rights.
The percentage of parents with children in the public
schools who say “too many’’ has increased from 40% to
47%: those with children in parochial/private schools, from
40% to 56%.

The guestion:

Generally speaking, do the local public school
students in this community have too many rights and
privileges, of not enough?

226
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Publie  Parochial

Mational WMo Children Schoo! Sehool

Totals InSchogls Parents  Parents
Too many 45 43 47
Just right 27 22 a5
Not enough 10 10 1
No opinion » 18 25 7

M T

—
[P

Schools with More Strict Behavior Standards

The growing reaction gainst low standards of behavior
in the public schools is reflected in the responses to a
question asking where respondents would like to send their
children to school. The option offered was a special public
school that had strict discipline, a strict dress code, and
placed emphasis on the three Rs.

The special school with more strict behavior standards
appeals to all groups, even the group composed of parents
of children now attending public school.

The growing attraction of independent schools, which,
generally speaking, are more strict in their standards than
the public schools, is reflected in the findings. Whereas the
national percentage who say they would send their children
to such a school is 57%, the comparable figure for parents
whose children are now attending parochial or private
schools is 70%. '
special school, they gave as their reason the fact that
children need discipline, strict rules, and respect for others.
The next reason, in number of mentidns, is the superiority
ofs this type of education to the present public schools in

*their community. And third is the need for a more strict

dress code. .

Those who would not send their children to such a
school gave as their reasons for holding this view the fact
that such a scﬁpai'waulé stifle the child, that strict
discipline is not the answer to the present problems of
schools, and that a dress code is not important. Qthers
stated that the present schools were éntirely satisfactory.

The question:

In some U.5. cities, pérents of schoolchildren are
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baeing given the choice of sending their children to a
special public school that has strict discipline, includ-
ing a dress code, and that puts emphasis on the three
Rs. If you lived in one of these cities, and had
children of school age, would you send them to such
a school or not?

Public  Parochial
National No Childran  Schoot School

Totals in Schools Parents  Parents
% % % %

Yes, would send

children to -

special school 57 56 586 - 70
Na, would not 33 32 36 © 22
Don’t know/

no answer 10 12 8 8

More Work for Students

Eurther evidence of the public’s negative attitude toward
what they regard as the too-great permissiveness of the
public schools comes from answers to another question.
This one asked respondents if children in the elementary
schools of their communities and in the high schools were
required to work too hard, or not hard enough.

Parents. of children now attending public school say that
students are not being given enough work to do — both in
the elementary grades and in high school. A negligible
number — 5% in the case of elementary students and only
2% in the case of high school students — report that
students are’made to work “'too hard.”

Those parents who now have children attending private/
parochial schools are even more of the opinion that
children in the public high schools are not made to work
hard enough. Two-thirds- of those in this group say that
public high school students are not made to work hard
enough.

The first guestion: In general, do you think
elementary schoolchildren in the public schools here
are made to wofk too hard in school and on
homework, or npt hard enough?

28
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The second question: What about students in the
public high schools here — in general, are they
required to work too hard or not hard enough?

Elementary School Students
Public  Parochial
Mational No Children 5Sehool  School

Totals In Schools  Parents Parents
% % % %
Too hard 5 5 5 6
Not hard enough 49 46 53 53
Abaout right amount 28 25 35 23
Don'‘t know/
no answer 18 24 7 18

High School Students

Too hard 3 4 2 3
Not hard enough 54 53 54 66
About right amount 22 21 24 13
Don't know/

Ao answer 21 22 20 18

Minimum Requirements for Graduation

Educators and laymen interested in the nation’s educa-
tional system have sought, in many recent studies, to define
the goals of education for the present generation of
students.

Erom a research viewpoint, most attempts to obtain the
public’s views on the goals of education encounter a whole
series of difficulties. First of all, there is the problem of
separating-the goals of life from the specific goals of the
educational system. For example, “‘concern for the rights of
others” is obviously a laudable goal, but the difficulty lies
in its implementation. Is there a bedy of knowledge
surroynding this goal and do teaching skills exist for
develqping this attitude? .

Of cGurse, the question also arises as to whether it is the
primary function of the school, of the home, or of the
church to develop in students “concern for the rights of
others.” And finally, is there any way to determine the
success of a school system in reaching this goal?

-
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Many other goals, such as “developing a positive attitude

" toward learning,” are equally nebulous. Nevertheless, these

do not constitute sufficient reason to ignore these goals.
They are important, and certainly anything that teachers
and schools can do to further these ends should be pursued,
but not — judging frem present survey findings — at the
neglect of essential communication and mathematical skills
and certain basic knowledge.

With these problems in mind, we sought, in the present
study, to approach the problem from a different vantage
point. We wanted, to obtain the public’s views on the
minirmum requirements that should be set for graduation
for those students who do .not plan to go to college and
who propose to take a job or acquire job training
immediately following their graduation from high school.

The attainment of these goals falls almost entirely within
the province of the school as opposed to the hér’ne or to
other institutions. The goals are specific and performance
can be determined objectively. :

Again, it should be stated that these are minimum

_requirements for students who are ending their formal

education. If the schools can develop.'a greater sense of
social responsibility on the part of these students, if they
can encourage them to carry on the learning process, if they
ean help them to get more out of life, then these values
represent a clear and added gain.

Findings from this survey approach reveal what earlier
survey results have shown about the pragmatic philosophy
of the American people. The priorities they set reflect their
attitudes about the chief purpose of the school system — to
prepare students to get jobs and to advance in the business
and professional world.

The question was asked: ,

What requirements, if any, would you set for
graduation from high school for those students who
do not plan to go on to colflege but who glan to take
a job or job training following graduation? I'll read
off a number of requirements, and then you tell me
how important each one is as a requirement for
graduation for these students. We would like to know
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whether you think it is very important, fairly
important, or not impaortant.

The results below show the percentage of the public who
describe each of the nine requirements as being “‘very

important,” **fairly important,” etc. Percentages are shown
in descending order. .

§ =3

£ L& £ ¥Xp

. =8 Za e g

Reading Requirements <E PE ZE 83

% % % %

How important is it that these students
an instruction manual? 96 3 - 1
. be able to write a letter of applica-
tion using correct grammar and caor-
rect spelling? 92 & 1 1
. know enough arithmetic to be able
to figure out such a probiem as the
total square feet in a room? 87 10 2 1
.. haveé a salable skill, such as typing,
auto mechanics, nurse’s aide, business
machines? 85 12 2 1
... know something about the U.S,
governmeént, the paolitical parties,
vogting procedures?
. know samething abaout the history of
the U.5,, such as the Constitution,
Bill of Rights, and the like? 68 27 4 1
. know something about the major
nations of the waorld today, then
kind of government, and their way of i
lite? 49 40 10 1
. know something about the history of
mankind, the great leaders in art, . :
literature? 33 44 21 2
... know a foreign language? 18 28 51 3

~d
[4a]
.
-

it

-

Close agreement is found in the views of ali. major gr}:nups
regarding these minimum requirements. Thase who do not
have children now attending school agree almost exactly
with those who do.
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Federal Aid for the Public Schools
/ Resistance to higher property taxes and to other state
s and local taxes has led many educators to the belief that
{ the educational system must rely to a greater extent in the
. future on the federal government for needed funds.
\ Since the federal government itself is besieged for
‘1 increased appropriations by all departments and agencies of

government, and for a host of social programs, the question

arises as to where the public schools stand vis-a-vis these

other claimants for federal revenue.

The present contribution of the federal government to
typical school districts is minor, and half of those gues-
tioned in the present survey were unaware that the federal
i government provides money for their local schools. Even in
‘ the case of those who were aware that the federal
government does provide some money, there is much
Y confusion as to the size of the federal contribution.

\‘ The need for greater financial assistance to the schools is
found throughout the nation. When the public is asked to
name the greatest problems which their local public schools
face, the need for greater financing is typically cited among
the first three needs or problems of the'local schools.

To discover the strength of the public school’s case
relative to 10 other programs that call for sizable amounts
from the federal treasury, respondents were asked to state
which one of these programs should be given first con-
sideration when additional federal money becomes avail-
able. Survey participants were asked also for their second
and third choices.

When all of these choices are combined for each
program, the order of priorities that the public would
estahlish looks like this:

Health care

Public school education

Law enforcement

Welfare and aid to poor

Public housing

., Pgllution, eonservation

Mass transit {trains, buses)

Military defense

. Agricultural aid

10. Highway improvement

Do N oo R Lo A
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11. Foreign aid
If future Congresses were to follow these priorities, then
the public schools should look forward to substantial
- increases in federal financing. By the same token, military
defense, which presently tak. . almast a third of the federal
budget, would get proportionately less. :
While the public schools stand near the top of the list, it

should be pointed out that no single program of the 11 ’
listed obtains more than 1B% of the first choices and only
one, health care, gets more than half of all choices — first,
second, and third,
Public school education receives 16% of the first choices
and a total of 48% of the three choices combined.
The question:
if and when more federal money from Washington
is available, which one of the areas on this card do
you think should be given first consideration when
these furds are djstributed? And which one of these
areas do you think should be given second considera-
tion? And which one of these areas do you think
should be given third consideration?
NATIONAL TOTALS
First Second Third Combined Lo
Choice Choice Choice Choices
% % % %
Health care 18 19 16 53
Public school education 16 15 17 48
Law enforcement 11 14 16 a1
Welfare and aid to poor 14 11 7 32
Public housing 10 9 7 26
Pallutien, conservation B g8 8 24
Mass transit (trains, buses) 6 7 [ 19
Military defense & 5 5 16
Agricultural aid 4 4 7 15
Highway improvement 4 4 5 13
Fareign aid 1 1 1 3
Na apinion 2 3 5 10

Training Programs Planned
By, the Public Schools

in most of the seven annual surveys in this series,
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questions have been asked about training programs for
students who are not interested in “the usual eurricular
subjects and who stay on in school anly because they are
required to by law.’ -

The public has favored by large majorities all the
proposals for dealing with these young people — all except
the plan to let them quit school and go it alone without
stipervision,

While the public has recognized the problem presented
by students who are wholly uninterested in academic work,
still no program has emerged or been put into effect on a
national-scale.

The public schools, if they follow the public's wishes,
have an opportunity to work out a special program that
will combine educational and vocational training. The
public favors giving the schools this responsibility by an
overwhelming vote of 86%. ‘

Most European nations have wrestled with this same
problem and have devised programs that are successful.
And, as a matter of fact, so have some public school
systems.in the United States.

Many of these programs call for a combination of
technical training and on-the-job experience, with attention
given to communication and mathematical skills that are
deemed essential.

If experiments with this kind of program are devised and
tested, almost certainly a way will be found to deal with
students in the 15- to 18-year age group who are uninter-
ested -in academic subjects and who all too often become
troublemakers in school.

The question:

It has been suggested that the public schools be
given the responsibility to set up special job training
programs for young people, age 15 to 18, who are out
of work and out of school. Would you favor or
oppose such a plan?

Public  Parochial
National No Children  Schoaol School
Totals In Schools Parents  Parents
% % i % %
Eavor giving schools
this respansibility 86 - 87 85 B4

24y
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. Oppase 1 g 12 15
Don’t know/
3 4 3 1

g answer

The Nongraded SEhGDI

\

all mamr gmups c:f the publu: famr the ndea by rnargms af
more than two to one. The high percentage favoring non-
graded schools indicates that the public is ready to accept
inﬁavatiahs ina ﬂeria‘d when many ﬂersans are »incline’d to

W en the same questn:m was asked of the general publu:
in 1972, a slightly higher favorable figure was obtained. In
-that year, the national totals showed 71% favoring the’
nongraded school concept as opposed to 64% in the present
survey. In the earlier study, 22% were opposed, which
compares with 28% today.

The question:

Shnuld a stud'nt be able to pragregs thraugh the

the’ Tsual grade lfevels? Th|s wguld mean that he maght
study SEVEFITB grsde r’ﬁath but oniy fifth- grade

A

Public  Parochial

\'\,, i National No Children Schosl  School
‘ ' Totals In Schoaols  Parents  Parents

% " % % %

Favor 64 62 66 T 73

Oppose 28 28 28 25

No opinion 8 10 B 2

Instruction in Morals and Moral Behavior
Presumably, the home and the church are the proper

places to give children instruction in morals and moral
behavior. But in the absence of such instruction in many

<41
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homes, the responsibility shifts, unfairly parhaps, to the
schools. At least to meet the present need, an overwhelmirg
majority of all major groups in the population would like to
see sueh instruction provided by the schools. Aﬁd;\sigﬂifis
cantly, one of the groups most in favor is that composed of
parents of children now attending public schoals.  * R

The constitutional prohibition against religious instruc-
tion in the public schools could lead to legal difficulties in
the teaching of morals and moral behavior. It has been', -
suggested, however, that one effectivg and jegal way to deal \\.L
with moral behavior is by the case-history method. Dealing \
with true instances of children who have been confronted A
with specific problems could provide a better understanding
of the law and why moral behavior is important. Equally
important, preaching and moralizing could be avoided if
this method were followed.

The question:

Would you favor or oppose instruction in the
schools that would deal with morals and moral
behaviot?

Public Parochial

Nstional No Children  School Schoal
Totals”  In Schoois  Parents Parents

% % % %
Favor instruction in
morals/moral
behavior 79 76 B4 85
Oppose 15 17 12 13
Don't know/
no answer [ 7 4 2

Textbook Censorship

The weight that should be attached to parental objec-
tions to books that students are assigned to read has
become a controversial issue in some states.

To shed light on the public’s viewpoint on this matter,
the following question was asked:

236
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When parents object to books or material in
textbooks on grounds of religion, politics, race orsex
discrimination, how much consideration should be
given to the parents’ views in deciding whether to
keep these books in the schoal — a great deal, some,
little, or none?

Public  Parochial

National No Children *Sechool  School

Totals In Schools  Parents  Parents
% % % %
A greay deal a3 3 37 38
Same 43 44 42 36
Little i2 11 13 14
None 7 7 5] 9
Don’t know/ )
no answer 5 7 2 3

Should Public School Teachers
Be Permitted To Strike?

A plurality of all citizens opposes permitting teachers to
strike, but the margin of those opposing to those favoring
has decreased in recent years.

In the first survey in this series (1969), two questions
dealt with this situation: "How do you feel about teachers
joining labor unions? Do you think teachers should have
the right to strike?’’ The public, at that time, by a small
margin, held that teachers shouid be permitted to join labor
unions, but opposed the right to strike by a ratio of 59% to
37%.

In the years since, more teachers have joined teacher
associations and unions, and strikes have, likewise, in-
creased. ’

Today, a plurality of all citizens in the sample still
opposes the right to strike by a margin of 48% to 45%, but
impaortant differences are found by age groups, by educa-
tion, and by community size.

The gquestion:
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Shéu’lrj public school teachers be permitted to
strike or not?

Don‘t Know/
Yoz Na No Answer
NATIONAL TOTALS 45 48 7
Sax '
- Men 49 46
8 Women 42 49
Race
White . 44 50
Nonwhite 2
Ags
18 to 29 years 58 36
30 to 49 years 46 48
50 years and over 35 57
Education !
Elemantary grades 36 53
High school 45 48
College 52 44
Community sizé
1 million and over 46 a4
500,000 to 999,999 53 42
50,000 to0 499,999 53 a3
2,500 10 49,999 42 53
Under 2,500 a6 55
Region
East 46 46
Midwvest 46 49
South 42 49
West 47 48

]
~J
s
]
—
4] W L

s e ]

ey
Rt | e

—

LI - e

[ ey ]

Compulsory Arbitration

The public is almost evenly divided today on the issue of
the right to strike by teachers in the public schools. At the
same time, a large majority of all major groups in the
population favors settling disputes by compulsary arhitra-
tion. '

The guestion:

In case an agreement cannot be reached between a

teachers union (or association} and the school board,
would you favor or oppose a plan that would require
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the dispute to be settled by the decision of an
arbitrator or panel acceptable to both the unien and
school board?

Public  Parochial
National No Children School Sehool

Totals InSchools  Parents  Parants
K Favor compulsory
arbitration i 84 83 86 85
Oppase 7 6 7 9
Dan't kagw/ .
no answer g 11 7 6

Principals as a Part of Management

—ﬂ\

he question of whether principals should be regarded
s a part of management or as employees — and therefore,

wnth an employee’s right to strike — is not really an issue
insofar as the general public is concerned. Principals are a
part of management, in their view, R

Eight in every 10 persons in the sample say principals are
a part of management; only one in nine holds an apposing
VIEW

The question:

Should principals be considered a part of manage-

ment?
Public  Parochial

National No Children Schoal  School

- Totals inSchools Parents  Parents
% % % %
Yes, they should B8O 78 81’ 86

No, they shouid
; nat 11 11 13 8
) . Don‘t know/ :

no answer 9 11 6 6

Preference for Men Versus Women Principals
The propartion of men serving as principals has in-
239
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creased at the expense of women in recent years. Now, with
the new equality laws in effect, the situation may change
again. With this in mind, the following question was pul to
the respondents in the sample.

The question:

The law may reguire hiring as many women school

principals as men. Which would you personally prefer
for this job —a man or a woman?
Publie arochial
National No Children School School
Totals In Schools  Parents  Parents
. % % % %
Prafer man as
principal i5 38 41 50
Prefer woman 7 8 5 6
‘Aakes no
differance 52 52 53 44
Jen't know/
no answer 2 2 1

Awareness and Attitudes with Respect
To Open Education

The open concept of education, which came originally
from England and which has been adopted in many schools

" throughout the United States in recent years, is still

relatively unknown to a majority of Americans and even to
parents whose children now attend the public schools.

Slightly more than one-faurth (27%) of all individuals
questioned in the survey said that they knew what is meant
by the “open” education concept or idea. And when asked
to describe, in their own words, what an '‘open’’ school is,
most of these proved their familiarity with the concept.
Only a negligible few said that it meant '‘schools open to
all.”

In the case of parents with children in private or
parochial schools, 8 higher proportion (33%) claimed
familiarity with the "open” school concept and, significant
ly, a higher proportion of this group approved of open
education,
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These questions were asked:

Do you happen to know what is meant by the
“‘open” school concept or idea?

If yes:

In your own words, how would you describe an
"open” school? '

How do you feel about “open” schoals? Do you
approve or disafapr@ve of them?

Awareness of Open Education

Fublic  Parodhal
Mational No Children  School School

Totals tn Schools  Parents  Parents
Y % % %
S 1hey b iieve whugt
iz mearnit by
- open schaols 27 74 30 33
Dhein’t know £ 53 131 54
Weren't sure 13 13 14 13

Attitudes Toward Open Educatian®

Spprove of open

schools 13 14 18
B svpir v tur & P i
Dan't know/

I answef 4 4 !

24 a0 23

Thez D sline 1. ational Tes* Scores

Educators have ci . mary i-.35005 for caclining national
test scores reported o orecent v g5 partic alarly i the case
of the SAT tests gve  to hign ..honl seniors wha are
interested in going on to college

Do parents snd the general puLlic hold the same
opinions as educators? To find out, o
dealing with this prot:iem wa- neluded . the survey.

*Percentages of those wio, wnrl they srew what is meant by apen
education,

21
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Analysis of the public’s verbatim responses shows that
the reason offered most often for declining test scores 15
lack of student interest and motivalion. The public offers
one explanation seldom stressed by professional educators.
In earlier years, competition to find places in college proved
to be a powerful incentive 1o work hard and to get good
grades, Now students know that, even if they do poorly in
school, they can still find some college that will admit
them. Moreover, a college education is not deemed as
important as it once was in finding a job. Many respondents
point out that college graduates are having a hard time
getting jobs. The net effect of this has been to remove some
of the drive to work hard and to excél.

Nearly the same percentage of respondents cite the lack
of discipline in the home and in the school. Some typical
comments are: “‘Parents no longer insist that their children
apply themselves and get their work done.” “They let their
children run wild in the streets.” “Teachers are too lement
and don’t require adequate performance.” " Teachers spond

o

too much time trying to keep order in class.”

Next n frequency of mention are those responses which
cite the curriculum as being too easy. Examples of these
are: “Students have been allowed to Jegrn whit they want
1 learn and not what they need to learn.” ~Too many s0ft
subjects.” *Not enough stiention 1o basie subjects”

are respanse in bive blames the teachers

Approximately
and their lack of interest. Respondents say, “Teachers do
not require students 1o learn anymore.” ""Teachers at each
level pass the buck back to the previous level and cay "You
didn’t do your work well.” " Al teachers are interested i
1s moare money.”’

Many other causrs for the dechning scores of students
’ a that televisian occupies

were offered, among them the e
too much of young peoples” tme and that outside activities
draw too much of then mterest Respondents also cited
oveicrowding, drugs, ani such other reasans as 'the
complete breakdown of the public school system’ and
the disintegration of the farmiy.” The guestion:

The national tests that have been given 1o students
throughout the nation indicate that students today
do not have as high scores as they had a few years ago
in many subject areas. What do ynu think is the
reason for this?
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Students’ lack of interest/mativation 29%
Lack of discipline in the home and school 28%
Poor curriculum (too easy, not enough

ernphasis on basics) ' 22%
Inadequate teachers, uninterested teachers 21%
Too many outside interests, including TV 8%
Miscellaneous, including integration,

overcrowding, drugs, etc. 13%
No opinion 13%

{Figures add to more than 100% because of multinle answars, )

Further Breakdowns
Detailed and different breakdowns of some of the

responses to the 1975 poll questions are provided in this
section as a supplement to tables already presented.

The Major Problems

which the public schools in this community must
deal?

Public  Parochial
National No Children  School School

Totais in Sehoals  Parants  Parants
% % % %
Lack of disciphine 23 23 23 21
Integration/segrega-
tion/busing 15 17 IR 16
. Lack af proper finan-
cial support 14 13 15 13
Difficulty of getting
“good’ teachers 11 11 12 12
Size of school/
classes 10 7 13 5
Usze of drugs =] 10 g 10
Paor curriculum 5 4 7 5
Crime/vandalism/
stealing 4 5 4
Lack of proper
tacilities 3 2 3 4
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{Cantinued from preceding page)
Pupils’ lack of

interest 3 4 2 2
Parents’ lack of

interest 2 2 3 3
School . board

palicies 1 1 1 2
There are no problems 5 4 6 5
Miscellangous 12 11 13 24
Don't know/no

answer 10 13 6 5

{Totals add to more than 100% because of multiple answers,)

Use of Drugs and Alcohol
is the use of drugs by young people a serious
problem in this community?

Public Parochial
National No Children  School School

Totals In Schools  Parents  Parents
% % - % %
Yes 58 56 59 78
No 27 75 kgl 14
Don’t know/
no answer 15 19 10 B

What about alceholic drinks?

Public Parachial
Nstional No Childran School Sehool

Totals in Schools  Parents  Parents
% % % %
Yes 55 56 53 64
Mo 27 23 a3 27
Don't know/
no answer 18 21 14 9

Should the schools in this community require
students to attend a program on the effects of drugs
and alcohol?

Don’t Know/

Yeas No Ho Answar
% % %
NATIONAL TOTALS 84 11 5
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Sax
Men BO 14 6
Women 87 g 4
Race ’
White B84 11 5
Nonwhite 81 13 [
Age
18 1o 29 years 80 17 3
30 10 49 years 87 10 3
60 years and over B2 g g
Education
Elementary grades 21 11 8
High school 85 10 5
College 84 13 3
Community siza
1 million and over B4 g 7
500,000 10 999,999 86 10 4
50,000 to 499,999 a3 12 5
2,500 to 49,999 824 10 [
Under 2,500 a3 i3 4
Ragion .
East 83 10 7
Midwest 82 13 5
South 85 10 5
West 83 13 4

Suspension frem School

A U.8. Supreme Court decision requires school
principals to give written notice to a stident and his
parents and hold a hearing when the student is

| suspended from school. Have you'heard or read ahout
this ruling?”

Have Have Hot
i Hoard Heard Don’t Know/
2 Read or Read No Answar

% % %

NATIONAL TOTALS a3 55 .
Sex

Men & 55 4

Women 4 L5 3

a2 55 3

40 E3 7

rtirimd on next pagel
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{Cantinued from preceding pagel

Age
18 10 29 years 40 57 3
30 1o 49 years 44 53 3
50 years and aver 39 56 5
Education
Efementary grades 39 55 [
High sehool 39 58 3
College 49 49 2
Community size
1 million and oveér 36 59 5
500,000 10 999,999 44 54 2
50,000 to 499,999 44 53 3
2,500 10 49,999 35 59 2
Under 2,500 43 52 5
Region
East 40 57 3
Midwest 40 56 4
South 40 55 5
West 47 51 2
Alternative Public Schools
In some U.§. cities, parents of schoolchildren are
being given the choice of sending their children to a
special public school that has strict discipline, includ-
ing a dress code, and that puts emphasis on the three
Hs. If you lived in one of these cities and had children
of school age, would you send them to such a school
or not?
e Don't Know/
¥ es No No Answer
T % % %
NATIONAL TOTALS 57/ a3 10
Sax
Men 54 a5 11
women 60 31 g
Race
White 57 33 0
Nonwhite 57 25 14
Age .
18 to 29 years 43 51 ' 6
30 1o 49 years 59 31 10
50 years and over 65 21 14
246
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Education
Elementary grades 58 25 17
' High school 58 34 8
College 54 37 2]
Community size
1 million and aver 61 28 11
500,000 1o 999,999 55 40 5
50,000 to 499,999 58 34 8
2,500 10 49 993 53 37 10
Under 2,500 57 3o 13
Region
East | 85 a3 12
Midwaest 57 36 7
South &80 28 12
West 56 35 g9

Do Students Work Hard Enough in School?
In general, do you think elementary school chil-
dren in the public schools here are made to work too

hard in school and on homework, or not hard enough?

Mot About

= Too Hard Right Don't Know/
Hard Enough Amount No Answer
% % % %

NATIONAL TOTALS 5 49 28 18
Sex

Men 4 51 27 18

Women 6 47 30 17
Race

White 5 47 30

Nanwhite 4 65 19 13
Ags

18 to 29 years & 46 29 .19

30 10 49 years 5 52 32 10

50 years and over 5 47 23 25
Education

Elementary grades 7 49 24 20

High schoal 5 48 30 17

College 4 51 28 17
Community size

1 million and over 4 52 20 24

500,000 t0 999,999 3 54 20 23

50,000 to 499,999 5 47 el 17

2,500 to 49,999 6 44 33 17

Under 2,500 6 48 34 12

{Continued on next page)
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({Continued from preceding page)

Region

- East 5 48 27 20
Midwest 7 a4 31 18
South 5 52 30 13
West 3 54 23 20

What about students in the public high schools
here — in general, are they required to work too hard
or not hard enough? .

Mot Abaout

Too  Hard Right Don't Know/

Hard Enough Amount No Answar
% % % %

NATIONAL TOTALS 3 54 22 21
Sex

Men 3 54 20 23

Women 3 &4 23 20
Race

White 3 53 22 22

Nonwhits 5 627 16 17
Age

18 10 29 ynars 3 54 22 21

30 10 49 yeas 3 56 22 19

50 years and oveér 4 g1 27 23
Education

Elementary y:ades 7 49 21 23

High schoal 2 53 24 21

Caliege 3 58 18 21
Community 5iZe

1 millian and over 2 57 20 21

500,000 1o 999,999 4 56 15 25

50,000 10 499,999 3 53 21 23

2,500 10 45,999 4 50 28 18

Under 2,500 3 53 24 20
.Region

East 2 53 23 22

Midwest 4 54 23 19

South 3 50 25 22

West 3 61 14 22

Federal Aid

.Do you happen to know whether the schools in
your school district receive any monegy from the

federal government (the government in Washington)?
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Yes, they do

No, they do not

Con't know/
Ao answer

Tat

o *

a4

-~
)

National

5

No Childran
In Sehools

B
-y

51

Seventh Annual Poll

Public  Parochial
School  School
Parants  Parents

% %
59 57

& 5
35 38

Do you happen to know whether the schools in
your school district receive any money from the -
federal government (the government in Washington)?

NATIONAL TOTALS
Sax
Men
Wamen
Race
White
Nonwhite
Age
18 to 29 years
30 to 49 vears
50 years and over
Edueation
Elementary grades
High schoal
College
Cammunity sizs
1 million and over
£00,000 to 999,999
50,000 to 499,999
2,500 to 49,999
Under 2,500
Rugion
East .
Midwaest
South
West

Y es, Mo,

They They Don‘t Knaw/
Do Do Not Mo Answer
% % %
50 6 44
50 7 43
49 5 a6
51 6 43
36 8 56
44 ] 49
58 6 36
43 6 51
31 5 G4
48 7 45
66 6 28
40 B 52
44 10 486
52 6 42
53 3 44
54 4] 40
45 11 44
49 6 45
49 3 48
57 5 38

4.
it

What part of the school budget in your district do
vou think this federal money represents — a small
part, a fairly sizable part, or a very large part of the
budget? (Asked of those who said the schools in their

249
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school district receive money from the federal govern-

ment.)
Public Parochial
National No Children Scheel  School
Totals In Schools Parents  Parents
% % % ) %
Small part 17 15 22 20-
Fairly sizable
part . 18 16 . 20 16
Mary large part 6 4 7 10
Don't know/
no answer 9 7 10 1

1 and when more federal money from Washington
is available, which one of the areas on this card do
you think should be given first consideration when
these funds are distributed?

Areas Shown on Card

= g
] = = c
, @A s I EZ
‘ 2 I
3 2 3 =%
3 L= E 3]
a —w 4 8.0
% % % % % %
NATIONAL TOTALS 18 16 14 11 10 8
Sax
Men 16 13 12 12 11 9
Women 20 i9 16 10 8 7
Race
White 19 16 11 12 9 9
Nonwhite 14 14 3g 3 17 2
Age
18 to 29 vears 15 18 16 8 8 13
30 1o 49 years 17 20 13 g g 8
50 years and aver 23 g 15 14 12 5
Education ’ ;
Elementary grades 19 12 24 =} 12 2
High schaool 19 14 16 1 1 8
Caollege 15 24 5 12 4 13
Community size ,
-1 million and over 21 17 10 12 13 9
500,000 1o 999,999 20 2] 19 14- 8 11
50,000 to 499,999 17 18 15 10 12 9
2,500 to 49,999 18 16 18 5] 11 8
Under 2,500 16 17 12 12 5 5

<56
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Region

East
Midwest
South
West

NATIONAL TOTALS

Sax
Men
Women
Race
White
Nanwhite
Aga
P8 1o 29 years
30 to 49 years
50 years and over

Education
‘Elernentary grades
High schoal
Callege

Community size
1 millian and over
500,000 1o 999,999
50,000 1o 499,999
2,500 to 49,999
Under 2,500
Region
East
Midwaest
South
West

*Less than 1%

it has been suggested that the public schools be

15
14
18
19

12
14
17
14

Seventh Annual Poli

W ~d A o

Areas Shown on Card (Cont.)

Mass, Transit

(1] ‘:‘.‘&

LT~

Lot e ol i

LT

T e D AT

LUis T o

Military
Drefense

B

Pl ]

—

Leoile N

Lin S L]

~dl L W g

0 fom

Agricultural Aid

[P L

Lo ey

T e

i wy B Y

[l e N

Job Training

=
g 2 £
: =]
;% g ‘s
£3 & 4
£a g ©
2 & o
= w =
4 1 2
4 1 2
3 1 3
4 1 2
1 2 2
5 1 2
3 1 2
2 1 3
4 2 5
4 1 2
2 1 2
2 " 4
2 1 1
1 1 1
4 1 3
8 : 3
4 : 3
5 h 1
3 2 2
2 1 4

given theg responsibility to set up special job training
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programs for young people, age 15 to 18, who are out
of work and out of school. Would you favor or
oppose such a plan?

Don’'t Know/
Favor Oppose No Answar
% % %

NATIONAL TOTALS 86 11 3
Sex

Men B84 13 3

Women 88 8 4
Raca

White B85 11 4

Nanwhite 93 5 2
Age

18 1o 29 years 89 g 2

30 1o 49 years 83 13 4

50 years and over a7 9 4
Education

Elementary grades 88 7 5

High school 86 10 4

College E4 14 2
Community size

1 mullion and over B4 10 G

500,000 to 999.999 a7 10 3

50,000 10 499,999 89 9 2

2,500 10 49,999 88 10 2

Under 2,500 82 13 5
Region

East 86 10 4

Midwest B3 15 2

South ag 51 4

West B4 il 5

Nongraded Schools

Should a student be able to progress throtuigh the
school system at his own speed and without regard to
the usual grade levels? This would mean that he might
study seventh-grade math, but only fifth-grade Eng-
lish. Would you favor or oppose such a plan in the
local schools?

Favor Oppose No Opinion
% % %
~ATIONAL TOTALS 64 28 8

252
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ax
Men
Wamen
Race
Whitse
Nanwhite
Aga
18 to 29 years
30 to 49 vears
B0 years and aver
Education
Elementary grades
High school
Caollege -
Community size
1 million and over
50,000 to 499,999
2,500 to 49,999
Under 2,500
Region
East
Midwest
South
Wast

Instruction in Morals

ENELV R N ]
ol Hdt I

S

Saventh Annual Pol!

Lt e n e’

—
T~

L

[~ X ]

_—

—
2~ 00~

Would you favor or aoppase instruction in the
schools that would deal

behavior?

NATIONAL TOTALS
Sex
Men
Womean
Race
White
Nonwhite
Ags
18 to 29 years
30 to 49 years
50 years and over

Favar

%
79
77
82
79
84
68
84
83

{Continuad on next pagel
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with marals and moral

Dan’t Kaow/

Oppose Ne Answar

ﬁ,{j %
15 6
16 7
13 5
16 5

9 7
26 5]
12 4
10 7
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{Continued from preceding pagel

Education
Elementary grades 82 10 B
High school 81 14 5
College 73 21 G
Community size
1 milhon and over 78 17 5
500,000 10 999,999 84 1M 5
50,000 to 499,999 79 16 5
2,600 o0 49,999 75 17 8
“Undar 2,500 Bl 13 6
Region
East 4 19 7
Midwest a1 15 a
South B4 10 6
West 78 15 7

Teacher Strikes

Should public school teachers be permitted to
strike of not?

Public  Parochial
National No Children  School School

Toials in Schools  Parents  Parents
Yes, they should 45 45 a5 47
No, they should
not 48 a7 49 52
Don't know/
ne answer 7 8 G 6

Open School Concept

Do you happen to know what is meant by the
“open’ schuol concept or idea?

¥os No Mot Sure
Y % %
NATIONAL TOTALS 27 60 13
Sex
Men 23 &2
Woamean 30 58 2
Race
- White 28 [5}:1 14
MNanwhite 14 78 8
254
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Aga
18 ta 29 years a2 56 17
30 to 49 years 30 56 14
50 years and aver 18 G8 14
Educatian
Elementary grades 7 82 11
High school 21 64 15
College 57 16 2
Community size
1 millign and over 25 61 14
! 500,000 1o 999,999 28 61 1
: 50,000 1o 499,999 30 59 11
2,500 10 49,999 26 59 15
Under 2,600 74 61 15
Region
East a3 10
Midwest 26 16
South 19 13
= Wesi 28 14

COMPOSITION OF THE SAMPILE

No children in schoals 57
Public schoo! parents 39°
FParochial school patents 77

“Towgls wxreeed 434 because sumte Garendy biive e Sedien, gt tend

[RURAMUTIR G NTER STITON STITI RVE R TRITSIL

Sex % Age %
Men 48 18 1 74 yuours 16
Waorme 119 25 1o 24 gugry 10
‘ 1()é 30 15 49 yeurs 40

50 yveais anid ousr 34

Incame a2, 100
$20,000 and over 17  Qecupation %
$15,000 10 519,999 15 Business & pralessions b
$10,000 10 514 999 26 Clerical & sales i1
£7.000 10 59,999 12 Farm 3
£5,000 10 86 ¢ i0 Skilled fabor ig
$3,000 to 4,999 1 Unikilied tabor 24
Under 2,999 7 Mo fabime frr ]
Undesignated _Z Lirgesigna | 4

100 100

{Continued ur next page)
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L7
{Cantinued fram preceding page)
Racs % Raligion
White BB Protestant
Nonwhite 12 Roman Eéé&@hf
100 Jewish
QOtihers
_ Political Affiliation %
Republican 22
Damnrrst 47
Independent 34 Education
Other 2 Elsmentary grades
100  High school incomplete
_ . o High school complete
Region 3‘ Technical, trade, or
Efa_“ . 2? business school
Midwest 28 Coliege incomplete
South 27 College graduate
Waest — 1,5, uﬁdeéignatgd
100
Cgmmunity size %
1 rutlion and over 18
500,000 10 999,999 13
50,000 10 499,999 25
2,500 10 49,999 17
Under 2,600 27
100 *Less than 1oy
256
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Chapter 9 :

Eighth Artnual Gallup

Poll of Public Attitudes
Toward Education — 1976

Purpose of the Study

]-he eighth annual survey ot the series has attemptes] to
measure the attitudes of Americans toward their public
schools. Each year great care is taken to include new issues
of concern to both educators and the public, as well as
trend questions which have ongoing impact in the educa-
tional world,

This year's survey was funded by /I/D/E/A/, the Institute
tor Development of Educational Activities, Inc., an affiliate
of the Charles F. Kettering Foundation. In prior years these
studies have been sponsored by CFK Lid. and the Ford
Foundation.

To make certain that the current survey would embrace
important issues in the field of education, a group of
educators, together with the project directors from Gallup,
met in Miami early this year to discuss and evaluate
preliminary questions and possible themes.

The group of panel members included: James Betchkal,
editor, American School Board Journal, National School
Boards Association, Washington, D.C.; Edward Brainard,
director, Leadership Development, Colorado Department of
Education, Denver {now professor of education, University
of Narthern Colorado, Greeley); B. Frank Brown, division
director, /1/D/E/A/, Melbourne, Fiorida; Stanley M. Eiam,
editor, Phi Delta Kappan, Bloomington, Indiana; William J.
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Ellena, . superintendent, Public Schools, Charlottesville,
Virginia; Sidney P. Marland, Jr, president, College Entrance
Examination Board, New York City; William Mitcheli,
superiptendent, Public Schools, Greeley, Colarado; John W,
Portey, state superintendent of public instruction, Depart-
ment aof Education, Lansing, Michigan; Samuel G. Sava,
executive director, /I/D/E/A/, and vice president, Educa-
tional Activities, Charles F. Kettering Foundation, Dayton,
Ohio: Suzanne Sepper, teacher, Bayview Elementary
School, Fort Lauderdale, Florida; and M. Donald Thomas,
superintendent of schools, Salt Lake City School District,
Utah.

We wish to thank the asbove-mentioned individuals for
their valuable suggestions.

Research Procedure

The Sample -- The sample n this survey embraced a
total of 1,549 adults (18 years and older). 1t 15 described as
a modified probability sample of the nation. Personal,
in-home intervicwing was conducted in gvery area of the
nation and in all types of ecommunities. A full analysis of
the sample will be found at the end of this report.

Time of Interviewing — The fieldwork for this study was
carried out from Apnl 21 through April 25, 1976.

The Interviewing Form -- Quesuons included in the
survey instrument were selected following extensive pretest-
ing by the trained staff of mterviewers maintained by the
Gallup organizations.

Findings from this report apply only to the country as a
whole and not ta specific local commumities. Local surveys,
using the same questions, can be conducted to determine
how local communities compare with the natianal norm.

Introduction
Aside from its histoticdi sighihicanice, the yeas 1976 miay
well prove 1o be the turning point in the public’s attitudes

toward the public schools. Evidence from the present
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survey indicates a leveling off in the downward trend of
recent years in the public’s attitudes tcward e public
schools.

The public schools, like other public institutions, reflect
the major trends in society. And the vear 1976 has
witnessed a nationwide shift toward more trei:onal values
in almost every field. :

“nam-Whether we have come to the erd cf the ern of

permissiver=z3 is yat 20 be seen, The fact -emains, however,
that the jublic is now deriznding i icter rules in dealing
with the behavior of the young and nighr standards in the
public schools,

Juvenile delinquency, increasing vearly, has focused
attention upon the need for moral education not only in
the home but in the schools. Laws in many states are being
changed ta permit stiffer sentences for young offenders. We
car; hape that such iaws, and new ways that are being tried
in schools for dealing with the problem of discipline, will
bring about a lessening of the turmoil found in so many
cities,

A growing demand to place greater emphasis on the
basics in the school curriculum is evidenced in the findings
of the present survey. Meeting this demand could result in
higher national test scores and increased respect for the
public schools.

Major Problems Confronting
The Public Schools in 1976

Discipline continues to head the list of major problems
when a sample of the natien's adults cite what they
perceive as the most important problems of the public
schools in their own communities, In fact, discipline has
been named most often seven times during the last eight
years, #

The percentage of respondents citing discipline as the
number lone problem, however, has shown no increase
during rdcent years. Next to discipline, and in second place,
are the problems associated with busing and integration. In
third place this year is "“tack of proper financial support.”
These were also named second and third, respectively, in
last year’s survey,
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The one significant change from 1975 is the marked
inerease in the number of persons in the sample who cite “'a
poor curriculum.” This complaint, listed seventh in im-
portance last year, has moved up to fourth, undoubtedly
because of wide publicity given to the drop in national test
scores and growing concern about the number of functional
illiterates among schoal leavers.

Below, in order of mentions, is the list of major
problems of the local public schools as perceived by the
residents of these communities: .
Lack of discipline
Integration/segregation/busing
Lack of proper financial support
Poor curriculum
tJse of drugs
Difficulty of getting "‘good” teachers
Parents’ lack of interest
Size of school/classes
Schoo! board policies
Pupils’ lack of interest

O W N oW R WS

—_—

1976 Rating of the Public Schools

A five-point scale, tamiliar to the American public, was
employed for the first time in 1974 to establish a base for
measuring the public’s perceptions of the quality of public
schoal education in their own caminunities.

The question asked is this:

grudents are often given the grades A,B,C.D, and
EAIL to denote the guality of their work, Suppose
the public schools themselves, in this community,
were graded in the same way. What grade would you
give the public schoals here — A,B,C,D, or FAIL?

A significant drop in the public’s ratings was recaorded
between the years 1974 and 1975. However, the decline has
now leveled off, with ratings for 1976 being virtually the
same as for 1975.

Here are the ratings given the public schools nationally
for the last three years:
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MNational Totals

Ratings Given tha 1976 1975 1974
Public Schools % % %
A rating 13 13 18
B rating .29 30 30
C rating 28 28 21
D rating ' 10 9 5]
FAIL [ 7 5
Don’t know/no answer 14 13 20

If the top two positions — A and B — are combined, and
the bottom three — C, D, and FAIL — are combined, the
findings indicate that the lowest ratings come from those
parents who send their children to private or parochial
-chools. Those with children in the public schools give the
highest ratings to the schoaols, but even in the case of this
group only 50% give the schools an A or B rating. This
contrasts with only 34% of those whose children attend
private or parochial schools who give an A or B rating.

Public  Paruchial
National No Childran  School  School

Totals In Scisools  Parents  Parents

% % %

A rating 13 12 16 6

B rating 29 26 34 28

C rating 28 26 30 46

D rating 10 2] 10 12

FAIL ) 7 5 4
Don’t know/

no answer 14 20 5 10

When ratings given by the major socioeconomic and
demographic groups are analyzed, it is evident that the
people who are least satisfied with the quality of education
offered in their local schools are the recent graduates, the
18 to 29 age group, those who live in the center cities as
opposed to the suburbs, and citizens who live in the
Western states.

Don't Know/

A B C D FAIL No Answer
% % % % % %
NATIONAL TOTALS 13 25 28 10 3] 14
Sax
Men 11 32 28 N 4 14
Women 14 27 29 8 7 14

{Continued on next page)
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(Continued from praceding pagel

Race
White 13 30 28 9 6 14
Nonwhite 10 21 33 13 9 14
Ags
18 to 29 years g8 25 33 15 6 13
30 10 49 years i85 30 30 10 5 10
B0 years and over 15 31 22 7 19
Education
Grade school 18 22 27 5 20
High schoal 12 27 30 1 7 13
College 11 37 25 6 12
Coemmunity size :
1 million and over 11 27 32 3 [ 11
500,000 — 999,999 11 34 21 13 7 14
50,000 - 499,999 10 26 32 11 10 11
2.500 - 49,999 13 33 25 8 2 19
“ Under 2,500 17 29 28 6 4 16
Central City 7 21 32 16 1 12
Suburbs 14 34 28 7 5 12
All ather 16 30 27 7 3 17
Region
East 11 31 29 10 5 14
Midwest 16 32 27 8 4 13
South 13 27 29 9 7 15
West 10 24 30 15 8 13

How To Improve the Quality
~ Of the Public Schools

After hawﬁg)nbtamﬂd ratings of their publie schools by
different groups, our interviewers sought to determine what
could be done, in the opinion of respondents, to improve
the quality of local education. And as an aid, each
respondent was handed a card listing a dozen suggestions
and had the opportunity to choose as many as he or she
wished.

Answers to. this question correspond closely with those
given in answer to the question concerning the most
important problems faced by the local schools.

This approach sheds further light onthe public’s current
conrcern that the schools should “devote more attention to
teaching of basic skills.”” This s the most popular
suggestion; 51% of all respondents chose it. Close
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behind — in fact, with virtually the same number of
choices — is the suggestion to "enforce stricter discipline.”

The proposals that get the third and faurth highest
number af mentions are to “meet individual needs of
students,” with 42%, and to. “improve parent/school
relations,”” with 41%.

The top three choices of parents whose children now
2ttend the public schools are the same as the top three of
the general public. Oddly enough, parents plate even higher
on their list, in fourth place, ‘“instruction in
morals” — which has been generally regarded as the sole
responsibility of home and church.

The question:

Which of these ways do you think would do most
to /mprove thé quality of public school education
averall? :

Public  Parochial
National No Children Sechool  School

Totals In Schools  Parents  Parents
% % . % %

Devote more atten-

tion to teaching

of basic skills 51 47 55 &80
Enforce stricter

discipline 50 47 52 64
Meet individual

needs of students 42 39 47 44
Imprave parent/

school relations 41 43 36 47
Emphasize moral N

development 39 34 a5 49

Emphasize career

education and

development of

salable skills a8 a9 36 a7
Provide opportuni-

tes for teachers

to keep up to

date regarding

new methads 29 27 32 29
Raise academic

standards 27 28 23 as
Raise teachers’

salaries 14 15 16 g
Increase amount

of homework . 14 12 17 21

{Continued an next page)
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(Cantinued from preceding page)

Build new buildings g 8 12 7
Lower age for

compulsory

attendance 5 4 8 1
None 1 1 *
Don't know/

no answer 4 4 2 3

*Less than 1%
(Totals add 10 mare than 100% because af multiple answers.)

Nationwide Test for Graduation

A consensus was found in favor of requiring high schaol
students to pass a standard examination in order to receive
a diploma.

Present survey findings on this question show a
substantial shift in the public’s attitude during the last 18
years. The guestion posed in 1958 by the Gallup Pall is the
same one as that used in the 1976 survey, as follows:

Should all high schoel students in the United States
be required to pass a standard nationwide

examination in order to get a high school diploma?

The findings for the two surveys show:

National Test for Graduation

1976 1958
% %
In favor of such a test 65 50
Opposed 31 39
No opinion 4 1

It is the least well educated, strangely enough, who are
most in favor of such a requirement. The same finding was
reported in the 1958 study. Those:who have had the
advantage of one or more years of college education are
much more evenly divided: 53% are in favor, 44% opposed.
Those with a grade school education vote 76% in favor,
18% opposed.

Persons who are in the 18 to 29 age bracket ‘are less
enthusiastic than older persons, possibly because some may
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believe that such a test would have deprived them of their
own diplomas.

Apart from these differences, the survey findings show
that a majerity favors such a requirement in all sections of
the nation and in the large cities as well as the small towns.

Results by major groups:

Yes, Thay No, They Don’t Know/
Should Should Not No Answer

% Y %

NATIONAL TOTALS 65 kb 4
Sax

Men 66 N 3

Women 65 . 30 5
Raca

White 65 31 4

Nonwhite 67 27 [
Age

18 to 29 years 56 41 3

30 to 49 years 67 30 3

50 years and over 71 23 3]
Education

Grade school 76 18 6

High school 69 27 4

College 53 44 3
Community size

1 milhon and over 70 25 5

500,000 - 999,999 69 28 3

50,000 - 499,094 67 N 2

2,500 — 43,999 68 3 1

Under 2,500 58 35 7
Region

East 65 31 4

Midwaest 66 30 4

South 64 3 ]

West 67 31 2

The Public’s Conclusions from the
Decline in National Test Scores

The American peocple, judging from present and past
survey data, do not share the skepticism of many educators
about the significance of standardized tests.

They believe, for example, that the decline in national
test scores in recent years means that the quality of
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" education today is dechining. Of course, the test scores may

only confirm what many already. think about the schools.
There is surprising unanimity among all groups in the

population that the tests are actually measuring a decline in

the quality of education. By majorities of about 2-1, all

segments of the population, in all areas of the nation,

believe that the tests are correctly assessing the situation.
The first question asked was:

Do you believe that a decline in national test
scores of students in recent years means that the
quality of education today is declining?

The results by major groups:

Quality of Education

Yes,
15 De- - No, Don't Know/
clining Is Not No Answer
Y % Yo

N+ T:ONAL TOTALS 59 n 10
Sax

Men 61 3 8

Waomen 58 1
Race

White 60 KA | g

Nonwhite 58 29 13
Ange

18 to 29 years 52 0 8

30 1o 49 years 62 29 g9

§0 years and over 63 11
Education

Grartle schoal 54 25 21

High school 61 29 10

Callege 58 39 3
Community size

1 milhen and over 67 23 5

500,000 - 999,999 64 29 7

50,000 — 499,999 62 29 9

2,500 — 49,999 58 33 g

Under 2,500 50 34 16
Regian o

East 62 26 12

Midwest 56 38 6

Sauth 55 A 13

Wast 66 27 7
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All respondents were then asked to explain what they
- thought brought about the decline in test scores. Each was

: handed a card listing eight reasons, including one for the
doubters reading, “The tests are not reliable.”’
The second question put to respondents was:

Here are some reasons that have been given to
explain the decline in national test scores. Will you
look over these reasens and then tell me which ones
you think are most responsible for this decline.

. Respondents, who were permitted to choase more th.n
one reason for the decline in test scores, voted in this
manner:

Publiec  Parochial
- National No Children School School
Totals In Schools  Parents  Parents
% % % %
1. Less parent atten-
tion, concern, and
suparvision of the
child 65 64 65 72
2. Students aren't
as motivated to
‘da well 52 50 57 3
3. Toe much television )
viewing a9 48 51 51
4, Society 15 becamn- :
ing too permis-
sIve 49 47 49 61
5. Teachers are giving
* less attention to
students 39 39 41 32
6. It's easier to get
R into college now 16 20 10 ik
7. Schools are ex-
panding the num-
ber of courses
offered 10 12 8 4
8. The tests are not
reliable 16 15 16 16
Other and no
opinion 14 13 15 15
Overall, the public places the greatest blame for declin-
ing test scores on parents, on society, on children’s lack of
motivation, and on too much television viewing. Interest-
267
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ingly, parents of children now attending school most often
cite the very same top freason for declining scores: "less
parent attention, concern, and supervision,” Parents them-
selves.are readily accepting the blame and are not trying to’
place the burden on the schools, as one might expect them
to do. :

rareer Education

The  demana for -ncre einphasis on career education
continues to be strorygy voiced throughout the nation. In
almost every study, the public has made known its belief
that public school education should train graduates for
jabs. s

There is obviously confusion in the public's thinking
about what constitutes career education and the kind of
skills needed in today‘ssociety. What does emerge from the
various surveys that have covered this pa: * = that the
public believes that.the public schools shou! cpare every
student to take some,kind of job after gruduation if he
wants to end schooling at this stage of b..s or her life.

This first question was asked of all respond.nts:

Do you think that the school curriculum should
give more emphasis, or less emphasis, to carzers and
career preparation in high school?

Because the public sees many unemployed and unskilled
young people, it is quite natural and logical to reach the
conclusion that the schools they attended do not give
enough attention to job training. What is likely to be
averlooked is the need today for persons with language and
mathematical skills as well as mechanical skills, In the
current survey, 80% say more emphasis should be given to

_careers in high school.

A second question asked if more information about
careers should be given in the elementary schools. Although
the majority is small, the number who say this should be
dane is greater than the number who say this is not
necessary.
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surveys mnst respondents shoes

reluctance to change the ruies now 0 effect o the
communitios, either an respect to leaving ags of the age sl
ldren sta

a willingness 1o establish wraining camps on the arder
aof the Civilian Conservation Corps of the 1930 But
without same such provision for frammg and supervenan,
the public disapproves of lettiing young people ot i
school before they reach the legal mimimum

P,é?gnta; with children n pubhie school turn down the
prefposal by a ratio of 83% 10 289 Those with child:«nn

the parochial schools like the

age

Thisy opjrae

1 pyvernt Hess

by aratn of 7370 1o 267,
The nuestion asked was

Currently some states are considering legisiation

whngh will periiit stuticai (o Jeave school as early a3
age 14 if they can first pass a test showing that they
can read write, and figure with sufficient skill to get
along. Those who pass the test - .d leave schoo! can

Tl

take jobs if they wish or go on to community collegs
at an earlier age. Do vou approve or disapprove of
such a plen for lething stucents leave school at a
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Don’t Knaw/

B pproy Disapprove No Answar

NATIONAL TOTALS 30 66 4
Sex

Men 34 3

Warmen 27 4
Race

White 57 3

Fazriwhite 57 H
Age

18 ta 29 vear 34 3

30 te 49 years it i

50 vears ane aver 29 5
Edueation

Grade school 41 5

High schaool 26 0 4

Colivge 3z 66 2
Community size

1 rrilisn ang over G 3

500,000 99994 RN i

50,000 494, % At :

2,500 . 49 994 ! 1

Under 2 500 75 i
Region

East 1153 )

Miitwe 2] 3

Sauth 63 4

Wit G 3

Courses To Help Parents
Help Their Children in School

For many decades, teachers and parents have acitly
accepted something akin to a/“'territonal imperative.” The
province of the school was not ta be invaded "Liy parents;
conversely, the province of the home was off imits 1o

teachers.

This arrangement 15 rapidly falling a
apparent that the schools cannot funclion properly unless
parents cooperate with teach:ws, and unless teachers give
guidance to parents.

It 15 obvious to parents, and to the public at large, that a
new kind of shared respansitility must he accepted f
students are to gain mast fram therr eduecation, )

yart as 1t hecames
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Both the public and pare: s ! <& shown ther wiliingness
in many Previous surves. 10 A

schools. What has beer: L« king i1 a modus operandi. The

ok more closely with the

proposal presentad o reypondents (n the 1976 survey offers
one way that the schont: csn heln parents.

Many good ideas tor imMproviny wiuealion are turned
higher taxes. The real test,
therefore, of how much the pubnic really supports & given
proposal is to find out if the peop: whao favar it are witling
ta have their taxes increased in order to put the proposal
into effect.

In the cas the proposal to offer rhurses for parents as
part of the -gular public school system, thosé wha favor
the idea are also ready to accepl & tax norease by « ratio of
51% to 21%.

The first question asked:

As a regular part of the public school educational
system, it has been suggested that courses be offered
‘At convenient times to parerits in order to help them
' help their children in school. Do you think this is &
guﬂé jdea or a poor idea?

Fuplie  Pargchial

Nationa! Schoal School
Totals Farenls Parants
kS = % &

i el e - 1) 7% 74
NS HR LI R IR K 75
Don’

£y e 4 § n 1

And of thoze who approved the wed, thes additignal
question was asked:

Would you be willing to pay additional taxes 10
support such a program?

publie Parochial
riational  Np Children Sehool
20175 Parents

Totals In Schools Fa
k2 Yo i
¥es £ 0 3% 50
e ) 21 21 24
Thn 't Rty
P AEY T 5 5 &
272
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The masy interesting finding when the results are
salyzed s rhat tie youngest age group — those from 18 1o
9 years nldd — overwhelmingly ».pports the idea, and by a
reater margin than the older age groups., Parents of
children in the public schaols vote 78% to 20% in favor of
the proposal,

The results by major groups:

Good Foor Don't Knaw/
Idea tdea Na Answer

NATHINAL TOTALS 77 19 4
Sax

Men 77 20 3

Warnen 7 18 2]
Race

White 76 20 4

Nanwhiie ‘ 7 9
Age

18 to 29 veirs a1 173 a

30 10 49 years 74 V&

50 years andd aver 70 A 7
Edueatian

Grade school 70 20 10

High sehool 77 10 4

College A1 i ?
Community size

1 million and over g0 13 7

500,000 - 999,99 T 15 i

50,000 - 499,999 28] 18 2

2,500 - 49999 74 24 ?

Undey 2,500 77 21 7
Region

East 76 18 G

Midwest 73 23 4

South ‘gz 13 L

West 75 27 3

Citizen Advisory Committees

School board members and teachers often complain
about the lack of citizen interast in schoo! matters. Lack of
knowledge about ths problems of the schools, especially
the financial problems, &+ tuo often results in the defeat of
school budgets and schoo! bonds.

27y
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Both school and community gain when citizens ke an
active interest in the schools, but without a way 1o engage
the interest and 1o involve citizens in school problems,
nothing much happens. A few individuals will attend school
board meetings. The fzct remains, however, that persons
the communily wheo cauld make the greatest contribution
1o education have almost no meaningtul way to participate.

School boards are typically too busy dealing with
financial and statf problems to spend much tme on the
many educational matters which must be dealt with today.
Appointment of citizen advisory cammittees by the schoo!
board offers a practical way - and judying from the survey
results, a popular way - 1o enlist the nterest of an amazing
number of per-ons in the community.

Tha: this plan, now followed in some communities,
offers gieat opportunities to nivolve citizens in the prob-
lems of the schoals is fully evidenced by the resulis of the
present sUrvey.

The question asked wis:

Some school boards have appointed citizen ad-
visory committees to deal with a number af school
problems such as discipiine, the curriculum, texthook
selection, teacher evaluation, the athietic program,
and the like. The committees report their findings to
the school board for possible action. If such a plan
were adopted here (or exists here), which of these
problems would you most Lke to deal with on 3
citizen advisory commitiec’

Ciply 109 of all those ques wined sand they vould nof

Lt serve o SUCH g corraTaitee Of could not make up

e2y

the  m =35 While many of the ather 90% who chos
v utteps on hich they would hke to serve might fing o

[

cpsibie or nmipractical to carry oul ther ntention still
s amehinary number of persans in a typical community
are sufficeencty irterested to fill places on a score of
committees An, 1F such comimitizes werk apointed, ther
hundreds of citizzns maght be mmvolved laral school
matiers. .

Each person intarviewed = e survey was handed a card
which listed 20 : amemuttees He was asked if he would like
(o setve on any one, in taat, he could choose 85 many as he

Bk
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wished,
The following list shows the percentuc
selecting each committee as one on whic: he would Like 1o

»of respondents

SB8rve:;
Porcent Whe Would Like
To Sarve an
Advisary Camonttess Such s Committes*®
1 Discipline and related problern s a7
2. Swudent/teacher rviations a1
3. Career educanon 29
4. Student dropouts 29
5. Teacher evaluation 28
6. The handicapped student 26
7. Educational costs/finances 22
B. The eurriculum 21
9. Edueation for citizenship 19
18 Work-study programs 19
11. Home study and wark habits 19
12 Community use of school buddings B
13, Pupil assessment and test results
14. School fa-ihues H
15, Pubiic rei s0ns of schonis 13
16, Scnool transportation 12
"7 The athleic program 12
18. Educational innovanian. e
19, Extracurricular activities 17
20. Progress of recent graduates jl
None a
Don't know/na answer 5]

*Totals exceed 100% dus 1o multiph: an 4 by pesninchii e
4

Qualities Most Important

In Development of a Child

1n a sotiety that constantly changus, the qualities that

should be develeped ir its children will change also. What

gualities do Americans retay regard as mast mportant?

Which should be given the most attention by parents and
schools? Which are the most neglected?

To shed light on these concerns, the followny question

wis cluded in the survey:

Of course all of the gualities listed on this card are
impertant in the overall development of a child. But
which one do you regard as the rrost important?

275
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Public  Parochial
National No Children Sehool  5choo!

Totals InSchools Parapts  Parents
% % % %

1. Learning to think

for onesalf 26 26 26 23
2. Ability 1o get along

with others 23 25 20 20
3. Willingness to ac-

capt responsibility 21 19 s 26
4. High moral

standards i3 11 15 20
5, Eagerness tu

learn 13 10 13 10
6. Desire to excil 6 3 1

Don't know/

no answer 2 3 2

All respondents wereg offerad the opportunity to make a
second choice among these siX qualities. When the second
choices are adid: ' to the first choices, then “‘willingness to
accept responsibility’” moves up 10 secand place, displacing
“ability to get along with others,” which drops to third
place.

{ noking at the same list of qu. 1es, respondents were
gskad:

Which one du you think 15 most neglected by
parenis tode . ?

s Pyblic  Parochial
Natianal  *in Children  School " School

Totals in Schools Parents  Parents
1 thah maral
standards 32 29 k{51 a4
. Willingness 1o ac-
cept respansibility 30 33 i) 23
3. Learning to think
tor aneself 14 i5 11 14

4. Abnlity to yet along

with uthers g 7 g 7
5. Eagerness (O learn 5 4 5 2
6. Desire to excel 4 3 5 5

Don't know/

no answer 7 9 5 5

276

25



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Eighth Annual Pall

And as a final question in this series:

And which one do you think is most neglected by
schools?

Puhblic  Parochial
Mational No Children  School Schaol

Totals In Schiools  Parents  Parants
% % % %
1. High maral
standards 6 24 28 286
2. Learning to think
for oneself 15 15 14 11
3. Eagerness to learn 13 14 12 i,
4. Willingness to ac-
cept responsibility 12 13 10 20
&, Liesite 10 excel 9 B 12 11
6. Ability to get along
with athars 8 9 8 5
Don't know/
1"a ANSWer 17 17 16 12

Local Responsibility for Educatic:-

The Armerican public 15 greatly opposed 1o giving up local
i2¢  nsibility for the publi. schools, no matter what the
enc.oachments of the state and federal governments. Of
course, the state and federal governments, by tying policies
to financial grants, can continue to exert much influence on
sducation. But the pohlic, nevertheless, still holds to the
principle that local school poheies should be set by local
school boards.

The question:

Local schaol policies are set, not only by the local
school board, but also by the state government and
the federal government. In the years ahead, would
you like to see the local school board have grrater
responsibility in running the schools, or less, wian
they do today?

277

<53



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Gallup Polls of Attitudes Toward Educat|on, 1968-1978

Public  Parouinal
National No Children  School School

Totals {n Schools  Parents  Parents
% % % %
Greater responsibibiy 67 65 67 70
L.ess responsibibity 10 11 10 7
About the same 15 15 17 14
Don't know/
no answer B 9 & g

Personal Qualities Desired in Teachers

Just as the school curriculum should change with
chang:ng needs, it could be argued that the qualities
required of teachers should also change. What do people
today regard as the rmost important qualities 'n the ideal
teachev?

Al respondents were asked the following “ppen’ ques-

non:

Suppose you could choose your child’s teachers.
Assuming they all had about the same experience and
training, what personal qualities would you iook for?

The qualities named by respondents most often, in order

of mention:
1. The ahility to communicate, to understand, to relate

2. The atulity to discipline, be firm and fair

3. The abihity to inspire, motivate the child

4. High moral character

5. Love of chilgien, concern for them

6. Dedication to teaching profession, enthusiasm
7. FEriendly, good personality

8. Good personal appearance, cleanliness

All major groups list the qualities most desired in a
teacher in almost exactly this same order.

The ideal teacher, in effect, is one who becomes a model
of behavior for the young. [t is not startling tc. -liscover
this: a survey 100 years ago would probably have reveaied
the same thing.
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How the Public Feels About
Unionization of Teachers

Whether teachers should join unions has been a highly
controversial issue in many areas of the United States for
many years. At present, most U.S. teaciwers belong to
unions or associations that bargain over salaries and
working conitions, The question arises as to how the
American public currently appraises this situation. Huas
unionization helped or hurt public school education? This
is the question that! was put 1o the public; there vas a
mixed reaction,

The que:«

Most teachers in the nation now belong to unions
or associations that bargain over salaries, work.ng
condifions, and the like. Has unionization, in your
opinion, heit~d, hurt, or made no difference in the
quality of public schoo! education in the Unijted
States?

Hubhe  Paraehial
National No Children achoel Schaog!

Totals In Schools  Parents  Parents
% Ya % Y
e 27 22 23 24
Huit a8 a5 G 47
Made no difference 27 26 28 245
Doan't knaw/
O answET 13 14 i3 4

Older . :s0ns are much more hikely to say that unioniza-
tior: has duminished the quality o° education. The 18 to 29
age group 15 almost evenly divided. In the bigger cities,
where unions terdd to be more militant, a slightly greater
number say that unionizanon has “hurt

Here ace the tindings among major groups,

Made
MNa Dif- Don't Know/
Halped Hurt farence No Answer
% A % A
NATIONAL TOTALS 22 38 27 13
Sex
LA 24 42 25 g

{Continued an next page)
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s

Women 21 34 29 16
Raca

White 21 39 ‘B 13

Nonwhite 76 a1 A4 e
Age

18 to 29 years 76 30 34 10

30 i 49 vears 24 a7 26 13

50 years and over 16 46 23 15
Education

Grade school 18 39 25 18

Hiah schon! 20 37 30 13

College 29 40 24 8
Community size

1 million and over 17 10 34 4

50 000 - 999,999 27 as 26 9

50,000 — 499,999 25 39 27 9

2,500 - 49,999 ! 27 7 26 15

under 2,500 ; 20 ; 24 20
RAagion !

East 20 43 28 9

Midwaest 19 40 29 12

South 27 a3 23 17

Wast 37 28

Extending the Scope of Teacher Bargaining

5chool boards generally are vested with the responsibility
for making decisions with respect to such matters as class
size, the curriculum, and teachinig methods. The =oblig, in
the present survey, has shown its readiness to make these
matters subject to bargaining. Whether the school boards
will eventually accept this view remains to be seen.

The question asked was:

Some teacher groups want to extend their bargain-
ing powers beyond pay and working conditions. They
would like to have the right to negotiate about class

“size, the curriculum, and teaching methods. Would
you favor or oppose giving them these added rights?

This is one of the few survey questions in which a
significant difference is found between the views of men
and women. Men were almost evenly divided on the issue
and women favored the change by a vote of 56% to 33%.
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Age also makes a great difference. The youngest adult
group voted 73% to 21% for extending the scope of
teachers’ bargaining powers; those over 50 oppose it by a
vote of b0% to 38%.

Persons living in the West are almost evenly divided on
this issue; those in the Midwest are most in favor of
grant: ~y wider bai gaining rights to teachers,

Thee tirci. gs among major groups:

Don’t Know/

Favor Oppose No Answer
% % %

NATIONAL TOTALS 52 19 Q
Sex

Men 47 45 g

Women 56 33 11
Raca

White 51 a1 H

Nanwhite 62 21 17
Aga

18 to 29 venrs 73 21 5}

30 to 49 years 49 12 2]

50 years and over kil 50 12
Education

Grade school 47 : 19

High school 49 9

College “i) H 4
Communily s1Ze

1 millien and over =i i g

500,000 - 999,999 o i 7

50,000 - 499,999 S b g

2,500 — 49,999 A a4 7

Under 2,500 41 13
Region

East e 10

Midwest 55 [3]

South 52 14

West 48 6

Reducing School Costs

With city budaets being squeezed everywhere in the
nation, school budgets are being examined critically to see
where costs can be cut.

Il
o
—
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To see which, if any, reducuons meet with public
acceptance, a list of eight different ways by which budgets
could be cut was presented in this survey. Respondents
were asked to give their opinion about each one,

The results are guite similar to thése yieided by the 1971
survey. In that year, the public voted in favor, 50% to 32%.
of reducing the number of administrative personnel. This
year the vote is overwhelmingly in favor, 72% to 19%."

\n fact, parents of children attending public and paro-
chial schools, as well as those with no children in school, all
give their approval to reducing the number of administra
tive personnel.

The question:

Suppose your local schoo! board were “‘forced” to
cut some things from <choo! costs because there is
not enough money. | am going to read you a list of
many ways that have been suggested for reducing
schoaol costs. Will you tell me, in the case of each one,
‘whether your opinion is favorable or unfavorable.

Public  Parochial
National N Childrean  School School

Totals inSchools  Parents  Parents
% % % %
1. Reduce the numbe
of administrative
persannil
Favorabie 732 71 71 80
Unfavorable 19 14 2 15
Mo aptnion 3] 11 i 5
2. Fioduce the Aaumbes
of counselars on
the staii
Favorable L 51 54 50
Untavorable a3 36 38 45
Mo opriinn 10 13 8 5
3. Reduce the numbuer
of subtsiects ot
Eavurable 35 39 3B 45

sGaltup's interviewers do ot venture information 1o respond-
puritted to explain thst teacher

unis, For ezample, they were not
sularies typically constitute sorne 80% of a district’s total operating
pxpenses. ln many larger diziricts, INCrEasing Lisst size by anly one
student could ““save’’ more money than the =limisatan of £0% of
the admimstrative staff, - The Editor
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Unfavarablie 53 57 5R 50
No epinign g 9 & 1
4. Cut out the twelfth
grade by covering
in three years what
15 now covered in
tour -
Favorahle 36 Kt 34 43
Unfaveorable 58 54 83 56
No apinion 6 g 3 1
5. Cut out after-
schoaol activities .
like bands, clubs,
athleucs, etc.
Favorable N 29 33 38
Unfavorable 63 64 63 58
No apinion 6 7 4 4
6. Reduce the number
of teachers by in-
creéasing class sifes
Favarable 23 76 21 16
Unfavorable 70 66 74 80
No opinion 7 8 5 4
7. Cut all teachers’
salaries by a set
percentage
Favorable 18 19 17 16
Unfavarable 74 2 77 78
No opimion 8 g 5 6
8. Reduce special
services such as
speech, reading, and
hearing therapy
Favorahle 10 8 i2 7
Unfavarabile 85 26 84 g9
Mo opinon 5 [ 4 4

Declining School Enrollments

Many . school districts have found that, because of
decreasing birthrates, school enrollments are down and may
decline even further in the decade ahead,

In situations such as this, the guestion arises as to
whether to reduce educational expenditures accordingly,
The public, as the results show here, votes in favor of
reducing expenditures.

The question:

283

285



Gallup Polls of Atfludes Toward Education, 1969-1978

School enroliments in many parts of the nation
have declined because of a lower birthrate. 1f this
were to happen here, would you suggest that school
expenditures be reduced accordinaly?

Public  Parochial
National No Children School Sehool

Totals In Schools  Parents Parents
% % % %
Yes 55 58 52 81
Na 35 Kyl 38 - ¥
Dan't know/!
Ao answer 10 11 10 7

When those who said that expenditures chould be
reduced accordingly were asked to give their views as to
what expenditures could be cut in this situation, the
greatest number suggested that "the number of teachers
should be reduced.” Next in number of mentions was
close schools and combine classes,”” Others gave a mis-
cellany of suggestions, including reducing athletic programs,
extracurricular activities, and supplies.

Responsibility for Moral Behavior

The American people have reached the conclusion that
many parents either won't or can’t control the behavior of
their children. They are ready, therefore, to turn over part
of the responsibility 1o the schools. In the 1975 survey it
was reported that 79% of all those questioned favored
instruction in morals and moral behavior in the schools.
Only 15% opposed the idea. It was also pointed out in the
same report that parents of children now in schoaol were, of
all groups, most in favor of this instruction.

in the present survéy, a sizable majority of those
questioned want part of the responsibility for maoral
behavior turned over to the schools. Just how this can be
done raises many issues. A hundred years ago, McGuffey's
Readers pointed up 2 moral in almost every paragraph.
Thousands of years ago, parables and folk stories performed
this service. The modern equivalent may be the “'case
history,’’ as discussed in the 1975 report.

The question: i
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Parents now have responsibility for the moral
behavior of their children. Do you think that the
schools should take on a share of this responsibility,
or not?

Public  Parochial
Mational No Children  School Schaol

Totals In Schools  Parents  Parents
Yes, schoals should
take on share ot
respansithility 57 65 69 [33]
Mo, they should not S a1 29 76
Don't knaw/
no answer 3 4 2 5

Attitudes Toward Juvenile Courts

juvenile courts. Only 6% say these courts are doing an
“excellent’” job; on the other hand, 41% say they are doing
a “poor’ job.

In cities of over one million population, a majority --
53% — say the job being done by juvenile courts is “poor.”
Both whites and nonwhites register dissatisfaction with
these courts,

QOverhaul of the laws dealing with juvenile delinquency is
going on in many states, and these reforms may, in time,
not only bring a halt to the increasing amount of juvenile
crime but improve the teaching climate of the public
schools.

The question:

The American public is dissatisfied with the workings of

In your opinion, how good a job do the juveniie
‘courts do here in dealing with young people wha
violate the law — an excellent job, a fair job, or a
poor job?

Excel.
lant Fair Foor Daon’t Know/
Job ~ Job Job No Answer
Ell:l % %’f; E:f!ﬁ
NATIONAL TOTALS 6 37 a1 16
Sex
Men 5 37 46 12
Women 7 17 36 20

{Continued an nexr page)
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Race
White 6 36 40 18
Nonwhite 8 40 43 g
Aga
18 to 29 years 4 45 39 12
30 to 49 years 6 35 41 - 18
50 years and over 7 32 42 19
Eduegation
Grade school 10 29 a5 16
High school 6 39 39 18
College 4 s 41 17
Cammunity size :
1 millian and over 8 29 53 10
500,000 — 999,999 6 39 40 15
50000 — 499,999 5 39 39 17
2,500 - 45,999 7 43 3| 19
!nder 2,500 5 35 41 19
Region
Esst 6 30 54 10
Kidwest 8 45 33 14
Souuth 5 42 ) 22
Wast 4 27 48 21

Live-in Boarding Schools
For Children with Bad Home Conditions

Lack of parental interest and responsibility is blamed
for the failure of many children to perform in a satisfactory
manner in school. In fact, home conditions can be so bad
today that children from these homes are almost certain to
present a great and continuing problem to the schools.

One proposal for dealing with this problem is to put such
children, who cannot function in a regular school setting, in
live-in boarding schools. Here more attention could be given
to them and to their educational needs.

While this proposal is approved by nearly four persons in
10, the public is not ready to take on the added financial
burden which it thinks would be involved.

The question asked:

Some children have suech bad home conditions that
they run away or are unable to function in the regular

provided at public expense for these children?
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Public  Parochial
National WNo Children School  Schonl

Totais In Sehoaols  Paients  Paranis
4 % % %

Yes, should be

provided 39 41 a8 25
Ng, shauld not .

be provided 50 A8 54 60
Don't know/

no answer 11 13 8 5

Child-Care Centers
As Part of the Public School System

The public is not yet ready to have the public school
system embrace child-care centers, although the vote on
this proposal is closs — 46% in favor, 49% opposed. with
5% having no opinion.

The greatest vote of zpproval cones fram nonwhites.
They vote 76% in favor to 15% opposed. Persons in the 18
to 29 age greup also favor the plan by a vote of 64% to
32%. Most opposed are older persons and those who live in
the small communities.

The question:

A proposal has been made to make child-care
centers available for all preschool children as part of
the public school system. This program would be
supported by taxes. Would you favor or oppose such
a pragram in your school district? -

The response by major groups:
' Don't Know/

Favar Oppose No Answer

NATIONAL TGTALS 46 49 5
Sex

Men 48 49 5

Women 46 49 5
Race

White 42 53 5

Neonwhite 76 15 9
Age

18 te 29 years 64 32 4

30 to 49 years 43 52 5

{Continued on next pagel
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(Continued from preceding page)

50 years and over a5 59 6
Edugatian
" Grade school 45 46 9
High school! 47 49 4
Callege a6 51 3
Ceommunity siza
1 million and over 57 a0 3
500,000 — 999,999 50 44 6
50,000 — 499,999 a8 48 4
2,500 — 49,959 43 51 6
Under 2,500 36 57 7
Aegion
East 48 47 5
Midwest 38 59 3
South 52 40 8
West 45 51 ]

FURTHER BREAKDOWNS
Detailed or different breakdowns of some of the re-
sponses 10 the 1976 poll questions are provided in this
section as a supplement to tables already presented.
The Major Problems

What do you think are the biggest problems with
which the public schools in this community must

deal?
Public Parochial
Natienal No Childran  School School
Tolals \n Scheols  Parents  Pavents
% % Y %
Lack of disciphni 22 29 25 k]
Integrabon/segrega:
- tion/busing 15 i6 13 18
e Lack of proper finan-
' cial support 14 14 14 11
Poor cufriculum 144 14 13 18
Use of drugs 11 il 12 7
Difficulty of geting
“good” teachers 11 9 14 2]
Parents’ lack of
interest 5 g 4 4
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Size of schoal/

classes 5 4 5. 4
School board

policies 3 2 3 3
Pupils’ lack of

interest 3 4 2 1
Lack of praper

facilitias 2 1 14 2
Crime/vandalism 2 3 z 1
Communication

problems 1 1 1 3
There are no prablermns 3 2 6 1
Miscellaneous 8 9 8 2
Dan't know/

no answer 12 16 7 10

(Totails add to more than 100% because of multiple answers.)

National Test for Graduation

Should all high school students in the United States
be required to pass a standard examination in order
to get a high school diploma?

Public  Parochial
National No Children School School

Totals in Schools  Parents  Parents
Yes, they should . 65 65 66 64
No, they should not N 30 30 35
Den’'t know/
no answer 4 5 4 1

MNational Test Scores

of students in recent years means that the quality of
education today is declining?

Publie  Parochis!
National No Children School School

Totals In Schools  Parents  Paients
% % % %
Yes, is declining 59 60 58 64
Ma, is nat n 30 3z 28
Don't know/
ng answer 10 10 - 10 g
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Extending the Scope of Teacher Bargaining

Some teacher groups want to extend their bargain-
ing powers beyond pay and working conditions. They
would like to have the right to negotiate about class
size, the curriculum, and teaching mithods. Would
you favor or oppose giving them these added rights?

Public Parochial
National No Childran  School School

Totals in Schools Parants Parants
% % % %
Favor 52 51 54 53
‘Oppose as 38 38 43
Don't know/
no answer 9 1 8 4

Juvenile Courts

In your opinion, how good a job do the juvenile
courts do here in dealing with young people who
violate the law — an excellent job, a fair job, or a
poor job? ‘

[
Public Parechial
MNatiopal No Children  School School

Totals In Schoois  Parents  Parants
Exeellent job 5 5 [ 10
Fair job 37 35 40 as
Poor job 41 44 ki) 34
Don't know/
no answer 16 16 16 18

Child-Care Centers

A proposal has been made to make child-care
centers available for all preschool children as part of
the public school system. This program would be
supported by taxes. Would you favor or oppose such
a program in your school district?

Public  Parochial
National No Children School  School

Totals In Schools  Parents  Parents
% % % %
Favor 486 47 44 358
290
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COMPOSITION OF THE SAMPLE

No children in schools

Publie school

Parachial school parents

parents

57%
38%"
B8%"

*Totals exceed 43% because some parents have children attending
maore than one kind of school.

Sox
Men
Wamen
Race
White
Nonwhite
Religion
Pratestant
Rarman Cathelic
Jewish
Others -

Age
18 to 24 years
25 to 29 years
30 to 49 years
50 years and over

Business & professional
Clerical & sales
Farm
Skilled labor
Unskilled labar
Nan-laber farce
Undesignated
Ineome
$20.,000 and over
$15,000 to $19,999
$10,000 10 $14,999
% 7.000t0 % 9,999
% 5000105 6,999
% 300010 % 4998

Pl

—
L s N

"

hll
R RS L D B

L=

{Continued an next page)
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{Continued from preceding pagel

Under $3,000 7
Undesignated 2’
Political Affiliation
Republican 21
Demaocrat 45
Independent a2
Other 2
Region
East 27
Midwest 27
South 28
West ' 18
Community size
1 milhian and aver 19
500,000 - 999,999 12
60,000 — 499,999 25
2,500 - 49,999 17
Under 2,500 27
Education '
Elementary grades 16
High school incomplete 16
High school complate 33
Technical, trade, or
business school G
College incomplete 14
College graduate 15

Undesignated

*Less than 1%
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Chapter 10

Ninth Annual Gallup

Poll of Public Attitudes
Toward Education — 1977

Purpose of the Study

This survey, ninth in the annual series, has sought to
measure the attitudes of American citizens toward their
public schools. Funding this vyear was provided by

. /I/D/EJA/, the Institute for Development of Educational

Activities, Inc., an affiliate of the Charles F. Kettering
Foundation.

Each year an effort is madé to deal with new issues — as
well a5 with certain perennials from earlier studies — that
are of greatest concern to both educators and the public.
To accomplish this, letters were sent to educators nation-
wide, asking for their ideas. In addition, a selected panel of
citizens met with staff members of Gallup and /1/D/E/A/ to
pinpoint issues for inclusion in this year’s survey,

The group of panel members inciuded: Terrel H. Bell,
cormmissioner, Utah System of Higher Education, Salt Lake
City, Utah (and former U.S. commissioner of education);
Edward Brainard, chairman, Colorado State Committee,
North Central Association of Colleges and Schools, Univer-
sity of Northern Colorado, Greeley, Colorado; B. Frank
Brown, director, /1/D/E/A/ Information and Services Pro-
gram, Melbourne, Florida; Alonzo A. Crim, superintendent,
Atlanta Public Schools, Atlanta, Georgia; Joseph M. Cronin,
superintendent of public instruction, State Department of
Publiic Instruction, Springfield, lllinois; Stanley Elam, direc-
tor of publications, Phi Delta Kappa, Bloomington, Indiana;
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/
Nolan Estes, general superintendent, Daflas Independent
School District, Dallas, Texas; Jack D. Gordon, senaton,
Thirty fitth Distiiet, Flonda, Miami Beach, Floida; Samuel
Halperin, director, Institute for Educational Leadership,
Washington, D.C.; James E. Kunde, director of urban
affairs, Charles F. Ketteiing Foundation, Dayton, Ohio;
Sidney P. Marland, Ji., president, College Entrance Ex:
amination Bosrd, New Yok, New York: Helen Moore,
teacher, Detioit, Michigan; Samuel G. Sava, txecutive
dnector, /I/D/E/A/, Dayton, Ohio.

We wish to thank these indiwviduals for ther vatuable
help.

Research Procedure

The Sample, The sample used in this and every suivey in
this series is described as a maodified probability sample. A
total of 1,506 aduhs (18 years and older) comprised the
national cross section. Personal, in-home interviews were
conducted in all areas of the nation and n all lypes of
communities, A complete analysis of the sample apprars at
the end of this report.

Time of Interviewing. The fieldwark for this ttudy was
conducted from April 28 through May 2, 1977,

The Interviewing Form. ' guestions meluded in the
survey were pietested by the staff of interviewers main
tamned by the Gallup organizations.

Fincdings from this report apply only Cooniliy d5 4
whole and not fo wpecihic loal areas. L o0 st
i “ocompare

Lising

the same questions, can be conducted w < -
lacal communities with the national norm.

. Major Problems Confronting the

/  Public Schools in 1977

Discipline continues to top the hst of major problems
facing the public schools of the nation, as it has during
eight of the last nice years. In fact, the percentage who cite
discipline as the major problem is the highest found during
the period in which these annual surveys have heen
conducted, :
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Parents of children now attending public séhool, perhaps
the group best suited to judge the schools, cite discipline as

" the number one problem and by the highest percentage yet

recorded.

The problem that seems near =olution is the probiem of
adequate facilities, Nine years ago "lack of proper facili-
ties” drew enough votes to place it second an the list of
major problems facing the schools. In this year's survey, for
the second straight year, only 2% of the sample cite this as
the major problem,

The list of problems remains substantially the same as in
previous years, with integtation/segregation/busing being in
second place, and lack of proper financial support in third,

The problem of drug usage is mentjoned by fewer
persons than last year, going from 11% in 1976 to 4% this
year, .

Below, in arder of mentions, is the list of top problems:
Lack of discipline
Integration/segregation/busing

Lack of proper financial support
Difficulty of getting “‘good’ teachers
Poor curriculum =t
Use of drugs :

Parents’ lack of interest

Size of school/classes

Teachers’ lack of interest
Mismanagement of funds/programs

CL@NBWM SN

—

1977 Ratings of the Public Schools

The quality of education, as perceived by U.S. adults,
has declined during the last year. The 1977 ratings show a
significant drop since 1974, when the  present rating
method was first employed. '

The five-point scale used to measure the public’s
perceptions of the quality of public schoo! education in
their own communities is one that is widely used by the
schools themselves. It reads as follows: -

Students are often given the grades A,B.C.D, and
FAIL to denote the quality of their work. Suppose
the public schools themselves, in this community,
were graded in the same way. What grade would you

301
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give the public schools here — A,B,C,D, or FAIL?

Here are the national ratings given the public schools by '
residents for the last four years:

National Totals

Ratings Given the 19797, 1976 1975 1974
Public Schools % v % % %
A rating 1 13 13 18
B rating 26 29 30 a0
C rating 28 - 28 28 21
D rating 11 10 9 6
FAIL 5 . 6 7 5
Don't know/

no answer 19 ' 14 13 20

It may bring some comfort to public school educators to

know that the ratings given by parents who have children
now enrolled in public schools have shown no decline since

last year, In fact, if the top two ratings — A and B — are
combined, the rating is 54%, which compares with a score
of 50% in 1976.

The lowest ratings come from persons who have no
children attending school and from thase parenis whose
children are enrolled in parachial and private schools: These
two groups are responsible for the decline in the national
sCOres.

Public Parochial
MNational No Children School School

Totals In Schools  Farents  Parenis

% % % %

A rating 11 9 18 5]

B rating 26 22 36 29

C rating 28 28 26 31

D rating 11 11 9 16

FAIL 5 5 4 10
Don't know/

1O ANSWEr 19 25 7 8

The number of U.S. families with children of school age
has declined. Consequently, the drop in the national ratings
of the schools can be explained in part by this fact.

Analysis of the findings by socioeconomic groups reveals
that the following groups give the lowest ratings to their
local schools:

1. young adults (1€ to 29 age group);
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2, residents of cities over one million;
3, persons living in the Western states;
4. blacks, particularly those living in the Northern

states,
Don’t Know/
A B C D FAIL NoAnswer
% % % % % %
NATIB_NAL TOTALS 11 26 28 1N 5 19
Sex
Men . 11 25 30 11 5 18
Women 11 2826 12 4 19
Race .
White 12 27 28 1N 5 17
Nonwhite 8 23 25 14 5 25
Age .
18 to 29 years 5 25 38 16 4 12
30 to 49 years 15 28 28 10 & 13
50 years and over 13 .26 20 9 4 28

Community size

1 million and over 10 20 28 13 10 19
500,000 — 999,999 11 26 30 11 4 18

" 50,000 — 499,999 12 27 25 1 4 21
2,500 — 49,999 11 32 26 9 4 18
Under 2,500 - 12 27 31 11 3 i6

Education
Grade school 17 17 20 ¢ 8

High school 10 27 31 12 4 16

College 10 30 26 14 5

Region )
East 15 25 31 8 5 16
Midwest 10 "29 28 11 3 19
South 13 28 25 10 3 21
West 6 21 28 17 9 19

What's Particularly Good
About the Local Schools?

To provide an opportunity for the respondents in the
present survey to tell what they thought was particularly
good about the local schools, the following question, asked
in some of the earlier surveys in this series, was repeated:

In your own opinion, in what ways are your local
public schools particularly good? -
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The two responses offered most frequently were “the
curriculum’® and “‘the teachers.” These have been the two
most frequently mentioned in earlier surveys. Here are the
top 10 responses, in order of mention:

The curriculum

The teachers _

Extracurricular activities

. Schoaol facilities

Equal opportunity for all students
Good administration

Parental interest/participation
Good student/teacher relationships
Good discipline

Small school or small classes

:
W@ NOMmA LN~

The Back-to-Basics Movement

The decline in national test scores and frequent media
reports of illiteracy among high school graduates have given
impetus to what is now widely referred to as the back-to-
basics movement, ’

To discover how widely known this movement is and to
obtain evidence of its popularity, three questions were
included in the survey, The first asked simply:

Have you heard or read about the back-to-basics
movement in education?

_ Understandably, the better educated and those with
children now attending school are more familiar with the
movement.

i Public  Parochial
National No Children’  School  School

Totals in Schools Parents  Parents
Yes, have heard of
the ferm 41 38 47 62
No, have not 57 60 52 36
Dan’t know/ng answer 2 2 1 2
298
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Many laymen interested in education, as well as edu-
cators, think of other subjects as “basic” besides the
traditional three Rs. But does the general public?

This question was asked, therefore, of those who said
that they were aware of this mavemant;

When this term is used, do you think of anything
besides reading, writing, and arithmetic?

The responses to this question, on the whole, indicate
that the public regards the basics largely in terms of the

" tion — but not frequently.

However, many respondents think of the term, not in
relation to subjects or courses, but in relation to the
ucational process itself. Thus, “back to basics” is
interpreted as meaning a return "to schooling of earlier
years. To many respondents it means “respect for teach- .
ers,” ‘‘good manners,” “politeness, ce,””

E

if gz

obedience,” “respect
for elders,” “structured classrooms,” “‘back to the old ways
of teaching.” '

‘A third question asked of those familiar with the term
was this:

Do you favor or oppose this back-to-basics move-
ment?
All groups in the population express overwhelming
approval of the movement,

Results Based on
Those Aware of Tarm

Don't Know/

" Faver Oppoze No Answer
. % % %
NATIONAL TOTALS a3 11 [
Sex ‘
Men 83 10 7
Waomen 83 11 5]

{Continued on next page)
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(Continued from praceding page)

Race
White B4 10 B
Naonwhite 75 20 5
Age
18 1o 29 years 79 14 7
30 10 49 years 82 12 6
50 years and over 87 7 6
Commuhity size.
1 millien and over 78 12 10
500,000 — 999,999 " 77 13 10
50,000 — 499,999 85 12 3
2,500 = 49,999 a8 5 7
Under 2,500 85 9 [}
Education
{Grade schoo! a3 [ 1
High school B84 9 7
College 81 13 6
Region i %
East 77 15 8
Midwest 89 6 5
South 85 11 4
West 81 1 8-
Early Graduation from High School

\Alth\jugh the traditional in education always exerts a

_strong influence in shaping the public’s views, wide support
.. is shown for a proposal to permit some high schoal students

to graduate early.
This question was asked:
If high scnool students can meet academic require-
ments in three years instead of four, should they, or
should they not, be permitted to graduate early?

Nationally, 74% of those sampled said that students
should be permitted to graduate early; 22%. said they
should not. All groups in the population widely favor this
proposal — especiéllv those under 30 years of age.
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Publie  Parochial
Mational Mo Children Schoal  School

Totals In Schools  Parants  Parents
Shouid be permitted to ’
graduate early 74 77 68 67
Should not 22 18 31 27
Don’t know/
no answer 4 5 1 6

The results by major groups:

Yes, Mo, They
They Should Don’t Know/
Should Not No Answer
% % %

NATIONAL TOTALS 74 22 4
Sex

Men 73 22 5

Women 74 T 22 4
Race )

White 73 23 4

Nonwhite a1 13 6
Age -

18 to 29 years . 82 16 2

30 to 49 years 68 29 3

50 years and over 73 20 7
Community size

1 million and over 76 18 6

500,000 — 999,999 78. 18 4

50,000 — 499,999 - 73 22 5

2,500 — 49,999 75 21 4

Under 2,500 &9 29 2
Education ) )

Grade school 75 14 11

High school © 72 25 3

College 76 21 3

- Region

East 74 23 3

Midwest 74 21 5

South 73 22 5

West 75 2 4

College Courses in Fourth Year of High Schoo!

respondents.
The following question was askad:
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Should high school courses be arranged to make it
possible for, scine students to finish one year of
college work while they are still in high school, so
that these students can graduate from college in three
years instead of four?

The findings show that 63% of the total sa:niple say that
courses should be arranged to allow cellege work, 31% say
no. Young people in particular favor this proposal. The
greatest opposition is found in the small communities —
those which would have :he greatest difficulty in providing
staff or facilities to add cobllege courses for high school
seniors, .

) Publi¢  Parochial
National No Children School School

Totals in Schools Parents  Parents
% % % %

¥es, courses should be

arranged to allow

college work &3 62 66 63
No, thay should

not N 30 31 36
Don't know/

no answer 6 8 3 1

By socioeconomic groups:
* Yes, Courses
Should Be
Arranged to No, Thay

: Allow Cal-  Should Don‘t Know/
lege Work Not No Answer
% % %
NATIONAL TOTALS 63 31 6
Men &80 34 6
Women 65 298 6
Race )
White 62 33 5
Nonwhite 68 . 19 13
»  Age
18 to 29 years 68 29 3
30 10 49 years ' 61 35 4
60 years and over 61 - 29 10
~Commupity size
1 million and over &89 24 7
500,000 - 999,999 65 27 g8
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" 50,000 — 499,999 &7 28 5
2,500 — 49,999 55 37 g
Under 2,500 59 37 4

Education
Grade school 68 16 16
High school 60 35 5
College ) 65 N 4

Region
East ‘ 66 29 5
Midwaest : 59 34 7
South ‘63 29 8
West 66 30 4
Absenteeism

Few schoo! systems have found adequate ways to cope
with the thorny problem of absenteeism. In one city (New
York), only 71% of enrolled high schcml students are in
schagl on a given day,

To see what suggestions parents of schoolchildren and
others might have, this “open’’ question was asked:

In your opinion, what ean be done by the schools
to reduce student absenteeism (truancy)?

The suggestions offered tend to fall in about equal
numbers into three broad categories.

Category 1 — Persons who, in general, believe that .the

schools and the teachers are chiefly to blame for absentee-
ism., .
These typical direct quatatigns indicate how persons in
this category would deal with the problem: “The courses
should be made more mtere;tlng Few teachers ever bother
to make what they are teachmg exciting or important to
the students.”” “Teachers should spend more time with
students, be "more dedicated, and avoid being clock
watchers.” "“Courses should be more practical, more ‘to-
day'-related.” “Get the students who stay away from
school most often to sit down and talk over their school
problems and make their own suggestions about solving the
prablem.” “Incentives should be devised, ... Have each
class compete with other classes. The one wrth the highest
attendance gets a half-day off.”

[
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Category 2 — Persons who, in general, start with the
conviction that parenis are chiefly to biame for absentee-
ism. ‘

Some of their suggestions follow: “Parents, whether
they are at home or work, should be immediately notified
if their child fails to show up at school,” “Parents in many
cases do not realize how important attendance is. They
should be brought together and told exactly why at-
tendance is so important.” “"When a child stays away from
school the parents should be made to confer with the
teachers, with the child present, o find out why.” "The
schools and the local authorities should get after the
parents. Put them on the block and make them see that
they are responsible.”

Category 3 — Persons who, in general, regard truancy as
a matter for the police and local authorities, :

Some typical suggestions: “More truant officers should
be hired and local laws should be strictly enforced.” “The
police should be ordered to stop any child of school age
who is on the streets during school hours. If the child
doesn’t have a written excuse, he or she should be taken
into custody.”

Other suggestions: “Children who are frequently absent
should have to obey earlier curtew laws.”” "“They should
have to make up their schoolwork on Saturdays or during
summer vacation.” “They should be put to work cleaning
up the parks and playgrounds.”

Punishing Parents
For Student Absenteeism

Since many people hold the view that parents are
responsible for their children’s absenteeism from school,
the proposal has been made that parents be brought into
court and fined if their children continually fail to attend.

To learn how much support this proposal might have
throughout the nation, the following guestion was included
in the survey:

In your opinion, should, or should not, parents be
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brought into court and given a small fine when a child

from school?

A slight majority of all respondents vote for such a
penalty. Parents of children who are now attending schoal,
and who would be affected by such a ruling, are more
evenly divided, but still more favor the proposal than
oppose it.

Public  Parochial
Natienal No Children School  School

Totals In Schools  Parents Parents
Yes, should fine 51 52 48 46
No, should not 40 39 44 48
Don’t know/
no answer : 9 9 8 6

Analysis of the vote by groups brings to light these facts:
Oider citizens favor the proposal; young adults oppose. The
is the West. Both blacks and whites favor the proposal, as
do those in the lowest educational level.

By socioeconomic groups:

Yes, Na,
Should Should Don’t Know/
Fina Not Mo Answer
% % %
NATIONAL TOTALS 51 40 9
Sex .
Men 52 40 8
Women 50 41 9
Race
White 52 40 8
Nonwhite ) 46 40 14
Age
18 to 29 years 39 56 5
30 to 49 years 51 40 9
1

50 years and over 60 29 i

{Continued on next page)
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{Centinued from preceding page)

Community size

1 million and over’ 56 a3 11

500,000 — 999,999 39 50 1

50,000 — 499,999 50 45 5

2,500 - 49,999 51 42 7

Under 2,500 53 37 10
Education

Grade school 65 25 10

High school 48 43 - g

College 48 44 8
Reagion

East 55 38

Midwest 48 41 11.

South 53 37 10

West a4 50 6

Rearranging School Hours
For Working Fathers and Mothers

With an increasing number of mothers having jobs
outside the home, the question arises as to whether school
hours should be changed so that children will not be left
unsupervised in the afternoons while they await the return
of their parents.

The question:

Most people who have jobs today do not get home
from work until 5:00 p.m. or later. In your opinion,
should the schools arrange the afternoon school
schedule so that children would get home at about
the same time as their parents, or not?

Taking all respondents into account, this proposal fails
to win majority approval. Nationally, the vote is nearly 2-1
opposed. The proposal wins a higher favorable response
among those persons who do not have children in school
than it does from those who do. Persons in the lowest
education group also favor the plan.
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Public  Parochial
National No Children School  School
Totals In Schools  Parents  Parents

Yes, should change
schedule 33
No, should not 59

Don’t know/

no answer 8 10 5 7

22 17
73 76

W K
[ Q]

By socioeconomic groups:
Yes, .
Should No, ] )
Changé Should Don't Know/
Schedule No1 No Answer -
% % %
NATIONAL TOTALS 33 59 4
Sex )
Men . 32 58 10
Women 33 . 61 [5]
Race
White 32 60 8.
Nu:@white 38 B4 8
Age
18 to 29 years 29 85 5
30 to 49 years 24 89 7
50 years and over 43 a6 11

Community size
1 million and aver 32
500,000 - 999,999 a0
50,000 — 499,999 a7
2,500 — 49,999 31
Uinder 2,500 n

o = v N

AL L R o
LS T T N T

Education
Grade schgal
High school
College

—_

i Rl LTH
W W
T st
SRE
RSN b

Ragion
‘East
Midwest
South
Waest

WP Je 20
]
LN

e e Kl K
w0
g
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Advantages of Schools in Small Communities

» Two to three decades ago it was widely believed that
big-city schools, with their large enrollments, were better
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f
il B

suited to provide quality education than the schools in
small communities. In fact, it was this belief that to a great
exteni powered the movement for regionalization and for
consolidating schools into still larger units.

Today bigness in almost every field 15 out of vogue.
Decentralization is popular in government, business, and
{judging from results of this survey) in education as well,
The vast majority of persons throughout the nation believe
that students get a better education in schools located in
small communities than they do in the big cities.

Size alone, obviously, cannot account fully for the
disfavor in which many big-city schools are held. The racial
mix has changed greatly in the last two decades, with the
migration of upper- and middle-class white families to the
suburbs.

Apart from the question of quality of education, the
fact that most people today believe that education in the
small communities is better will almast certainly induce
more families with children of school age to leave the city
for the suburbs or other small communities.

In general, do you think that students today geta
better education in schools that are located in small
communities or in schools located in big cities?

Small
Com- fakes No
muni- Big Differ- Don't Know/
ties  Cities ence No Answer
NATIONAL TOTALS 68 11 12 9
Sex
Men 67 12 12 9
Wamen 68 10 13 g
Race
White 68 11 13 8
MNanwhite 61 12 10 17
Age
18 10 29 years 70 15 10 5
30 to 49 years 67 11 12 10
50 years and over 67 7 15 11
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Community size

1 million and aver 71 10 12 7
500,000 - 999,999 52 16 19 13
50,000 — 499,999 67 12 12 g
2,500 = 49,999 70 10 11 9
Under 2,500 73 2 11 8
Edueation
Grade schoal 61 B i7 14
High schaal 71 10 12 7
College 66 13 12 9
' Region :
East 72 7 13 7
Midwaest 69 0 12 9
South 61 16 12 1
West 68 9 14 9

Meeting Energy Shortages

The very cold winter of 1976-77 closed many schools
for varying periods of time. With the prospect of energy
shortages in the future, the question arises as to whether
schools should close during the coldest weeks of winter,

To get the public’s reaction, and especially the reaction
of those parents with children now of schoal age, this
question was asked:

In order to save energy (fuel oil, gas), it has been
suggested that the schools be closed in the middie of
the winter. Children would make up lost school time
by starting the school year in late August and ending
the school year around the first of July. Would you
favor or oppose adopting this plan here?

The results, nationally, show that the public is opposed
to this proposal by the ratio of 56% to 36%, with 8% having
no opinion. Parents of children now attending public
schools are even more generally opposed. They vote against
the plan 64% 10 32%.

Public  Parochial
National No Children School  School

Totals In Schools Parents  Parents
% % % %
Favar closing 36 a8 32 26

{Continved an next page)
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(Continued from preceding page]

Oppose clasing 56 51 &4 67
Don't know/
no answer B 11 4 7

Although no group or section of the nation.votes in
favor of the plan, many observers of the public scene,
knowing the reluctance of the public to accept changes in
the educational system, may be surprised at the size of the
minority who favor the proposal.

Don't Know/

Favor Oppose No Answer
% % %

NATIONAL TOTALS 36 56 B
Sex .

Men 37 56 7

Waomen 35 5% 10
Race

White 36 57 7

Nonwhite 34 50 16
Age

18 to 29 vyears 39 55 5]

30 to 49 years a3 &0 7

50 years and over 37 51 12
Community size

1 million and aver 35 54 11

500,000 = 999,999 36 56 8

50,000 — 499,999 36 56 g

2,500 — 49,999 41 46 13

Under 2,500 33 62 5
Education

Grade school 37 50 13

High school 34 58 8

College 39 55 6
Ragion

East 37 55 8

Midwest 37 55 B

South 39 53 B

West 29 61 10

Many educators complain that the news media give too
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much play of a negative character to happenings in the
public schools, At the same time, they say the media pay
too little attention to what the schools are achieving or
1rying to achieve,

To determiﬁer?azfthe public stands on- this issue, the
following questiord was asked:

Do you think the news media (newspapers, TV,
and radio) give a fair and accurate picture of the
public schools in this community, or not?

White many persons agree with the educators who hold
this view, a greater number disagree.

Public Fafm:hiai
National No Children School  School
Totals In Schools  Parents  Parants
% % % %
Yes, give fair and
accurate picture 42 39 48 41
Ne, do not 36 34 39 427
Deon't know/
no answer

I
X

27 i3 17

Significantly, more parents of children now attending
the public schools say that the media are fair and accurate
than hold the opposite view: “Inly in the Western states do
more respondents say that the media are unfair.

Nationally, the results show that 42% say the media are
fair and accurate; 36% say they are not; and 22% have no
opinion on this issue,

The results by major groups in the population follow:

Yes, Give
Fair and
Accurate Nao, Don't Know/
Picture Da Neot No Answer
% % %
NATIONAL TOTALS 42 36 22
Sex
Men 43 35 22

Women 1 a7 22
Race
White 42 a6 27
Nonwhite 40 35 25
{Continued an next page)
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{Continued from preceding pagel

Age
18 1o 29 years 45 37 i8
30 1o 49 years a6 - 37 17
50 years and over a7 3z 31
- Community 5iZe
1 mutlion and over 36 36 28
500,000 - 999,999 46 3z 22
Community size % % %
50,000 = 499,999 44 38 18
2,500 — 49,999 42 34 24
Under 2,500 43 36 21
Education
Grade schoo! 3z 27 a1
High school LV 40 18
College 47 a3 20
Region
East a5 33 22
Midwest 45 35 20
Sauth 40 35 25
West 36 42 22

improving Media Coverage

To find out what the news media could do to better
report on local aducation, all respondents included in the
survey were asked:

In your opinion, how could the media (news-
papers, TV, and radio) improve their reporting of
education in the local sehools? '

The answers elicited by this question often referred to
the paucity of news about the schools reported in many
communities. But the most frequent response dwelt on the
need for maore positive news — interesting things the schools
are doing to achieve their educational goals.

Many specific suggestions were offered which the media
might well consider. Among these were;

“Reporters should ‘be sent into the schoolrooms o seg
what goes on there. They should put themselves in the
teacher’s place, and in the student’s place.”

“It would be interesting to find out about all the
different courses that are offered.”

.
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“Reperters should talk to students, explore their prob-
lems.”

"Why don't they [the medial tell us about the standing
of the lecal schools = how well they do in comparison with
the private schools, and with other schools in nearby
gcities,”

"I should like to know more about the changes that are
being introduced and why. There should be more back-
ground information about education and about new pro-
grams.’’

""Qutstanding students should be written up and praised
the way top athletes are.”’

"An interesting series could be built around the idea of a
typical day at schoo! with a typical seventh-grader, ninth-
grader, etc. | can remember what went on in my day. |
wonder if it is the same now.,”” - .

“I. hear a lot about the gadgets now used in the schools
and in the classrooms to teach different subjects such as
foreign language and | would like 10 know more about
them,” . '

“The media report on the school budget, but they never
tell, in detail, just where the tax dollars are spent,”

“In the magazines | read about 'open’ classrooms, ‘team
teaching,” and such things, and | wonder if our local schoals

go in for these new ideas.”

Decision-Making Authority
Of Advisory Committees

One of the most useful and popular means of increasing
citizen participation in school and civic affairs and of taking
advantage of the training and expertise of these citizens is
to create citizen advisory groups.

The guestion arises as to how much authority these

citizen advisory groups should have. Shouid final decision-
making authority be left with the advisory groups, or
should it remain with the school board?
" Three questions, probing views in respect to advisory
group authority concerning curriculum, staff selection, and
the budget, were included in the survey instrument to
abtain the views of the public.
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The results show that people want the final decision-
making authority to remain where it is: with the school
board.

Although there 1is slightly more sentiment for giving
advisory groups authority over the budget than over the
curriculum or staff selection, the overwhelming majority
believe that the school pboard should retain its present
authority.

These findings should not be taken to mean that school
boards should not listen to advisory groups on all three

-matters. However, if the public believes that schoo! boards

are making wrong decisions, it has the right to elect new
board members.
The first question asked:

fMany school systems have committees made up of
citizens who serve in an advisory capacity. Do you
think these advisory groups should have the final
decision-making authority over the curriculum, of
should the final authority remain with the school
board?

public  Parochial
National No Children Schoal School

Totals In Schasls Parents  Parents
% % % %

Authonity with

citizen groups 17 18 15 23
Authority with ’

school board 71 68 78 71
Don’t know/ ’

no answer 12 14 7 [

The second question:

How about decisions regarding staff selec
tion — should the final authority be given to these
citizen committees of should the final authority
remain with the school board?
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Don’t know/
o answer. -

Mational
Totals

The third question:

No Children
In Schools
%

15

73

Ninth Annuai Pall

Public  Paroehial
Sehool Schoaol
Parents  Parents

% %
13 18
80 76

7 6

And decisions about the budget — should the final
authority be given to these citizen committees or
should the final autherity remain with the school

board?

Autherity with
citizen groups

Authority with
schoal board

Don't know/
ng answer

National

Totals
%

No Children

In Schodls
%

20

68

Public Parochial
Schoal School
Parents  Parents

% %
19 32
72 65
9 3

Courses for Parents on How To Deal
With Their Children’s Problems

Throughout the nation there is wide acceptance of the
view that parents must work closely with the schools if
students are to reach their full educational potential,

Problems of discipline, motivation, poor work and study
habits, drug and alcohol addiction, and many others

. normally have their origin in the home. Unless something is
done to correct the home situation, the best efforts of

teachers wilf fail.

7/ - It is probably no exaggeration to say that the next great
advance in.education will come when parents and teachers
work as a team, with parents taking full responsibility for

ERIC
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problems that arise in the home.

The 1976 survey revealed that more than three in every
four U.S. adulis approve of the idea of offering courses to
parents as a regular part of the public school educational
system. And parents of schoolchildren in the public schools
voted rearly 4-1 for this plan. As further evidence of their
approva’. they -said they were willing to pay additional
taxes to support such a program.

In fact, in every survey in which this proposal to help
parents, through a course of instruction, to help their
children in school has been asked, sizable majorities have
voted in favor of such courses.

In the present survey an effort was made to discover the
specific subjects that might be included in such
a course for parents. Presumably, if the plan were 1o be
carried out by a schoal, then the parents of children in a
given grade would meet together to discuss the problems of
children of that age.

Erom a total of 16 suggested topics, parents of children
now attending school were asked to choose those that
interested them most.

The question was worded in this manner:

The subjects listed on this card are some that
could be_covered in a special course for parents
offered by the local schools. Which of these subjects
would interest you the MOST?

{A card was then given o gach respondent, with
.16 suggested topics.)

Listed below in order of mention are the .16 suggested
topics for parents whose eldest child is 13 to 20 years of
age.

What to do about drugs, smoking, use of alcohol
How to help the child choose a career
How to help the child set high achievement goals
How 1o develop good work habits
How to encourage reading
How to increase interest in school and school
subjects )

7. How to help the child organize his/her homework

8. How to improve parent/child relationships

9 How to improve the child’s thinking and observa:

PO HUN =
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tion abilities

10. How to deal with the child’s emotional problems

11. How to use family activities to help the child do
better in schaol

12. How to improve the child’s school behavior

13. How to reduce television viewing

14. How to help the child get along with other children

15. How to improve health habits

18. How to deal Withidétiﬁg problems

/

Ranked below in grzer of mention are the 16 suggested
topics for parents whose eldest child is 12 years or younger.
1. What to do about drugs, smoking, use of alcohol
2. How to help the child set high achievement goals

3. How to develop good work habits
4. How to improve the child’s school behavior
5. How to improve the child’s thinking and observa-
tion abilities
6. How to deal with the child’s emotional problems
7. How to increase interest in school and school
subjects
8. How to help the child organize his/her homework
8. How to improve parent/child relationships
10. How to help the child choose a career
11. How to use family activities to help the child do
better in school
12. How to encourage reading
13. How to help the child get along with other children
14. How to reduce television viewing
15. How to deal with dating problems
16. How to improve health habits

Experience in carrying out such a program of instruction
would undoubtedly uncover other areas to include in future
Ccourses.

Significantly, the topics selected as most interesting by
parents who have attended college are -not markediy
differant from the topics regarded as most interesting by
those who have had little schooling. This would indicate
that home problems are very much the same in the
best-educated, highest-income families and those farther
down on the socioeconomic scale.

In short, virtually all parents freely admit that they need
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help, and they would like to have the local schools offer
this help and guidance by regular courses and by discussion,

Government-Mandated Programs

Public school and college administrators are becoming
more and more vexed by rules and regulations promulgated
by Washington that require certain actions to be taken
without regard to the additional time and cost entailed.

Making provision for physically and mentally handi-
capped students is one of these. Local schools are required
to bear the added costs of special programs without help, in
most instances, from the federal government.

To measure the public’s views on this issue, the
following guestion was included in the survey:

Sarvices for the physically and mentally handi-
capped student cost more than regular school ser-
vices. When the local schools are required to provide
these special services by the federal government,
should the federal government pay the extra cost, or
not?

The overwhelming majority of those interviewed say the
federali government should pay the extra cost of such
programs, In fact, every important group in the population
and every region of the nation supports the idea that the
federal government should pay the extra costs.

Yes
Govern
mant
Should No, ,
Pay Extra Shauld Don't Know/
Cost Not Na Answer
% % %
MNATIONAL TOTALS 82 11 7
Sex .
Men 80 13 7
Women 83 g9 8
Race
White a2 i1 7
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Nonwhite 81 10 9
Aga

18 to 29 vears 83 1 6

30 to 49 years 81 11 g8

50 years and over 81 1 8
Community size

1 million and over 83 11 6

500,000 — 999,993 77 16 7

50,000 — 499,999 81 13 <]

2,500 — 49,999 78 10 12

Under 2,500 86 8 5
Education ’

Grade school a1 : 11
" High schoal 83 10 7

College 79 15 © B
Region

East 85 11 4.

Midwest 80 13 7
. South ’ ) 81 9, 10

West 79 14 7

Local Control of Federal Programs

Another source of concern is the federal government’s
insistence that local schoo! authorities follow strict regula-

have different ideas about how best to spend these funds.
Respondents again reveal their anti-Washington, anti-red
tape attitudes in their answers to the following guestion:

educational programs, they usually require the
schools that receive this money to spend it as these
agencies direct. Should, or should not, this be
changed to permit loeal school authorities to decide
how the money is to be spent?

The nation’s adults vote 2-1 for giving local school
authorities jurisdiction over how the money is to be spent
to carry out the program locally. Every major group in the
population is in agreement on this issue, as the findings
shawiv
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Yes,
Change
To Allow No,
Local Should
People To Nat , Dan't Know/
Decide Change Ne Answer
% % %
NATIONAL TOTALS 62 29 a9
Sex
Men 84 28 8
Women 60 30 10
Race
White 63 28 9
Nonwhite 53 a2 15
Age
18 to 29 years 61 33 6
30 to 49 years 64 28 8
50 years and over 61 26 i3
Community size
1 million and over 63 27 10
500,000 - 999,999 55 34 11
50,000 - 499,999 66 27 7
2,500 - 48,999 59 29 12
Under 2,500 [2¥) 29 g9
Education
Grade school 53 29 18
High schoal 62 30 8
College 65 27 8
Region
East 60 31 g9
Miclwest 67 28 10
South 62 29 =]
West 64 26 i0

Take Education Out of HEW?

Frequent complaints are made that the present Depart-
ment of Health, Education, and Welfare is so huge that
education is not given the attention that it merits. Some
believe that funding of education by the federal govern-
ment would be increased if it did not have to compete with
health and weifare in the same department. 5till others
believe that public education is so important that it
deserves cabinet status in its own right,
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For these reasons, the issue was taken to a representative
sample of the people of the nation to get their views, The
question asked was this:

In your opinion, should Education be taken aut of
the present Department of Health, Education, and
Welfare and made a separate department of the
federal government, or not?

Sentiment on this issue is fairly evenly divided, with
slightly mare respondents voting to keep it in the present
department rather than make it a separate department,

The results:

Public  Parochial
National No Children School Schoaol

Totals In Schools  Parents  Parents
Favor making education
a sgparate
department 40 40 40 42
Oppose 45 42 49 a7
Don’t knaw/
no answer 15 18 11 1

A plurality of voters in cities of one million and over m
population, as well as those living in the East and those who
are college-educated, favor making education a separate
department in the federal government.

¥Yes,
Should Be Na,
Separate Should Don’'t Know/
Department Not No Answer
Y % %
NATIONAL TOTALS 40 45 15
Sex
Men 41 45 14
Women 40 44 16
Race
white 42 43 15
Monwhite 30 51 19
Ags
18 to 29 years 44 a6 10
30 to 49 years iz} 48 13
50 years and over 39 40 21

{Continued on next pageal
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(Continued from preceding pagel
Community size

1 mitlion and aver a6 a7 17
500,000 — 999,999 37 48 15
50,000 - 499,999 L] 47 14
2,500 - 49,999 a7 50 13
Under 2,500 41 42 17
Education
Grade school 3 43 26
High school 39 47 14
College a8 LR 1
Ragion
East 43 11 16
Midwest 36 48 16
South a2 45 13
West 41 43 16
Tenure

A recurring issue of recent years has to do with tenure
for teachers. During the nine years that these studies
dealing with the public's attitudes toward the public
schools have been conducted, views on tenure have been
probed on three occasions by questions that contained an
explanation of the issue,

The point often arises, however, as to how many persons
in the general public are familiar with the term “tenure”
and how persons who are better informed in this respect
view the problem,

In this conneciion, a question was first asked of all
persans included in the survey:

Do you happen to know what the word “‘tenure’’
means as it applies to teachers’ jobs?

A second question asked of those who replied 'ves'":
Just as you understand it, what does tenure mean?

A third question, limited to those who gave a correct
answer, asked:

Do you favor or oppose tenure for teachers?
322
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A total of 28% of the adults interviewed nationally
could give a correct definition of tenure as it applies to
teachers’ jobs.

When persons who know what the term rmeans are asked
whether they faver or Oppose tenure, a majority say they
oppose tenure. The same conclusion was reached in the
three earlier surveys in which tenure questions were asked.

Persons who have no children in the schools are more
likely to favor tenure than those who haye children in
schoul. Among the former, 44% favor tenure and 45%
oppose it; in the case of parents with children in the public
schools, 54% oppose and 37% favor it. In the case of
parents with children in parochial or private schools, 84%

., oppose and 16% favor tenure.

Public  Paroachial

{Bazad on thoss National No Children Sehool  School
who know what Totals In Schools  Parents  Parents
the term means) % % % %
Favor tenure 40 44 37 16
Oppose 50 45 54 84
Don't know/

Ao answer 10 i1 g -

Parent/Teacher Conferences

At least in theory, parents should follow the educational
progress of their children by holding frequent conferences
with their children’s teachers. But do they? Obviously, the
situation changes from school to school and state fo state,

To shed light on the frequency of parent/teacher
conferences, this question was asked of those parents who
now have children attending school :

Thinking about your eldest child, have you at any
time since the beginning of the school year discussed
your child’s progress, or problems, with any of your
child’s teachers?

#

Fieldwork for the present survey was conducted during
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the period April 28 through May 2, 1977. The figures must,
therefore, be interpreted accordingly.

The findings show that 79% of all parents whose
children are 12 years of age and under had talked to one of
more of their child’s teachers about his/her progress since
the beginning of the school year. But only 55% of parents
whase children are 13 years old and over had talked to any
teacher.

A second question, asked of those who had talked to
one of their child’s teachers, sought to discover how many

conferences had been held:

About how often [have you talked to your child’s
teachers] since the beginning of the school year?

in the case of parents whose eldest child is 12 years of
age or younger, the median number of conferences is two.

The same figure — Two —i5 the median for parent/
teacher conferences for parents whose eldest child is 13
years of age or older.

From these findings, it appears that during an average
period of eight schoo! manths, three out of five parents will
talk 1o teachers about the progress of their child. And, on
the average, these parents, during a period of eight months,
will hold two such meetings.

Parents’ Estimates of Time Children Spend .
On Television, Homework, Reading

Parents who now have children enrolled in the public or
parochial and private schools were asked to give an estimate
of the time spent, on a typical school day, by their eldest
child on television, homework, and reading.

Since time spent is likely to vary with age, the results are
reported for those whose eldest child is 12 years of age and
younger, and those 13 years of age and older.

The first question:

{For eldest child) About how much time does
he/she spend looking at television after school hours

and untii he/she goes to bed, on a typical school day?
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, By Children By Children
{Basad on thase 12 Years of Age 13 Yaars of Age
tespending) And Younger And Older
’ , % %

No time 2 5
Up te 1 hour 20 26
Over 1 hour to 2 hours a8 33
Over 2 hours to 3 hours ’ 28 17
Over 3 hours to 4 hours 10 1
Over 4 hours Z 8

The second question:

And about how much time on school homework
on a typical school day?

By Children. By Children
{Based on thase 12 Years of Age 13 Years of Age
raspanding) And Y ounger And Older
% %
No time 24 15
Up to 15 minutes 3 3
16 to 30 minutes 22 10
Over 30 minutes to 1 hour 29 30
Over 1 hour to 2 hours 17 32
Over 2 hours 5 10

The third question:

And about how much time on reading — not
connected with schoolwerk — on a typical school
., day?

By Children By Children
(Based on those 12 Yaars of Age 13 Years of Age
responding) And Younger And Older
% ’ %
No time 12 28
Up 1o 30 minutes 43 24
Over 30 minutes to 1 hour aa 28
Over 1 hour 12 20

What this adds up to — for children 12 years and
younger — is that the typical child spends approximately:
= 2 hours viewing television on a typical school day,

30 minutes reading (not schoolwork), and
— 45 minutes doing homework,
Among children 13 years of age and oider, the typical
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child spends approximately:

_ 2 hours viewing television,

30 minutes reading {not schoolwork), and
— 1 hour doing homework,

{

Parental Help with Homework

To find out whether parents help their children with
homewark, the following question was asked of parents
with school-age children about their eldest child:

Do you regularly help your child with his/her

hom

work? .

Parents who have children in the public schools and
parents of- children in .the parochial/private schools give
almost exactly the same amount of help to their children.

Public Parochial
School School
Parents Parants

. Yes, regularly . ;24 17

i Yes, when he/she needs help 27 32

i Mo 44 41

1 Don’t know/no answer 5 10

When tﬁe age of the eldest child is considered, parents
respond in this way:

Childran Children
12 Years of Age 13 “Yaars of Age
And Under And Older
% %
Yes, regularly 37 16
es, when hefshe needs help 34 26
. No 27 68
Don't know/no answer 2 :
*Less than 1% -

Time Limits on Television Viewing
Because the attraction of television is so great for
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children in most families, many educators have come to the
conclusion that definite limits should be placed on the
amount of time that parents permit their children to view
television during the school week;

To discover how many parents already impose such
rules, this question was asked (about the eldest chi Id):

Do you place a definite limit on the amount of
time your child spends viewing television during the
school week?

The results:

Parents Whose  Parents Whose
Eldast Child Eldsst Child

Natianal 1512 Years Is 13 Yaars
Totals And Under And Over
% % %
Yes, have definite
time limit a5 49 28
No 60 50 70
Don’t knaw/ho answer 5 1 2

Safety of Children

One of the interesting facts turned up in the present
survey is the relatively high percentage of parents (one in
four) who fear for the physical safety of their children in
school — and 28% fear for the safety of their children in .
their own neighborhoods. Fewer parents of children who
attend parochial school worry about their children’s physi-
cal safety in school, but still the figure is high — one in five.

The first question asked (about the sldest child):

When he/she is at school, do you fear for his/her
physical safety? :

Public ' Parochial

Sehool School

Parents Parants
Yes, fear for safety 25 19
No ’ 69 73
Don’t know/no answer [ a8

L]
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The second question asked:

When your child is outside at play in your own
neighborhood, do you fear for his/her safety?

Public Parochial
School Schoaol
Parents Parents
% %
Yes, fear for safety 28 30
No 68 61
Don't know/no answer 4 g

FURTHER BREAKDOWNS
The Major Problems

What do you think are the biggest problems with
which the PUBLIC schools in this community must
deal?

public Parochial
National RNo Children School  School

Totals In Schools Parents  Parenis
. % % % %
Lack of discipline 26 26 27 29
-Imugraitignlsegrégatidn/

busing 13 13 11 18
Lack of proper finan-

cial support 12 11 14 14
Difficulty of getting .

"'good’’ teachers 11 10 12 19
Poor curricufurm 10 9 12 14
Use of drugs 7 8 [ 3
Parents’ lack of interest 5 5 5] 7
Size of schoal/classes 5 4 7 11
Teachers' lack of

interest 5 4 [ 5

. Mismanagernent of

funds/programs 4 a 3 5
Pupils’ lack of interest 3 3 4 2
Problems with ad-

ministration 3 3 3 5
Crime/vandalism 2 3 1 1
Lack of proper

facilities 2 2 3 =
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Transportation 2 1 1
Parents’ invalvement in
" schoal activities 1 1 1 -
Communication
problerns 1 1
Too many schools/
declining enroliment
School board palicies
Drinking/alcohalism
There are no problems
* Miscellaneous
Don't know/no answer 1

i

T B - o
— L by -

a0 n RN N T
[AJEN I X

“Less than 1%
{Figures add to more than 100% because of multiple answers,)

Ways in Which Local Schools Are Good

In your own apinion, in what ways are your local
PUELE schools particularly good?

Public  Parachial
National No Children School Schooi

Totals In Sehools  Parents  Parents
% % % %

The curriculum 23 17 s 28
The teachers 20 18 26 13
Extracurricular

activities 10 8 15 ]
Schoaol facilities 7 1 9 6
Equal opportunity for

all students 9 3 5 8
Good administration 3 2 5 3
Parental interest/

participation 3 2 4 1
Good student /teacher

relationships 3 1 6 1
Good discipline 2 2 2 1
Small school or small

classes 2 2 3 3
Up-to-date teaching

methods 2 2 3 2
No racial eonflicts: 2 1 2 3
Good lunch program 1 1 2 3
Transportation system 1 1 1 1

(Continued an next page)
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{Cantinued from preceding page)
Kids are kept off

the street 1 1 * —
Ciose to home 1 1 1 -
Nothing is good 9 9 7 10 X
Miscellaneous i 1 1 - 7
Don't know/no answer kil 39 14 29

*Less than 1%
(Totals add 1o more than 100% because of multiple answers.)

Sinall Communities vs. Big Cities

In general, do you think that students today geta
better education in schools that are located in small
communities or in schools located in big cities? _

Public  Parochial
Nationa! No Children School  School

Totals \n Schools  Parants  Parents
% % % %
Small communities 68 66 72 59
Big cities 11 1 10 16
Makes no
difference 12 13 , N 20
Dan‘t know/
no answer 9 10 7 5

Government-Mandated Programs

Services for the physically and mentally handi-
capped- student cost more than regular school ser-
vices. When the local schools are required to provide
these special services by the federal government,
should the federal government pay the extra cost, or
not?

public Parochial
National No Children School  School

Totals In Schools Parents  Parents
Yes, government
should pay
extra €05t 82 80 85 . 84
330
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No, should not 11 12 g 14
Don't know/
NG AnSWer 7 8 6 2
Local Control of Federal Programs
‘1\77 ‘ . .
‘When federal agencies appropriate money for
4 educational programs, they usually require the

schools that receive this money to spend it as these
agencies direct. Should, or should not, this be
changed to permit local school authorities to decide
hew the money is to be spent?

F
Public Parochial
National No Children School School
Totals In Schools Parents  Parents
e % % % %
Yes, change to
allow local B
people to decide 62 60 65 67
No, should not
change i 29 29 29 27
Don't know/
no answer 9 11 [<] 6

COMPOSITION OF THE SAMPLE

No children in schools
Public schoal parents —
Parochial school parents 6%"*

[

6%
0%*

Occupation

*Totals exceed 34% because Business &
some parents have children at- professional 27
tending more than one kind of Clerical & sale . . B
school. Farm 2
: Skilled labor 19
Sex % Unskilled labor 21
Men 47 Nonlabor force 20
Women _ 53 Undesignated -3
i 100 - 100
| {Continued on next page)
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0

{Continued from preceding pags)
%

Race
White
Nonwhite

Raligion
Protestant
Raman Catholic
Jewish
Others

Age
18 to 24 years
25 to 29 years
30 to 49 years
50 years & -over

Ragion
East
Midwest
South
West

Community Size
1 million & over
500,000 10 999,999
50,000 to 499,999
2,500 to 49,999
Under 2,500

B8
12
100

Incoma ;
$20,000 & over .
£16,000 1o $19,999
$10,000 to $14,999
$7,000 1o $9,999 K

$5,000 to $6,999

$3,000 1o $4,999

Under $3,000

Undesignated

Political Affiliation
Republican
Democrat
independent
Other

Education
Elementary grades

High school incomplete
High school complete |

Technical, trade, or
business school
College incomplete
College graduate
Undesignated

*Less than 1%
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Tenth Annual Gallup

Poll of Public Attitudes
Toward Education — 1978

Purpose of the Study

his survey, which measures the attitudes of Ameri-

cans toward their public schools, is the tenth an-
nual survey of this series, currently funded by /l/D/E/A/,
the Institute for Development of Educational Activities,
Inc., an affiliate of the Charles F. Kettering Foundation.
Each year efforts are made to deal with issues of great-
est concern to both educators and the public. New as
well as trend questions are included in this and every
survey,

To be sure that the survey would embrace the most
important issues in the field of education, the Kettering
Foundation sent letters to educators across the nation
asking for their views. Following this, a selected group
of educators and leaders in other flé|d5 met with repre-
sentatives of Gallup and /IVD/E/A/ to evaluate preliminary
questions and to suggest other possible issues for in-
clusion.

The panel members this year were: Gregory R. Anrig,
commissiener of education, Commonwealth of Massa-

chusetts: Edward Brainard, chairman, Colorado State

. Committee, North Central Association of Colleges and

Schools, University of Northern Colorado, Ereeley, B.
Frank Brown, //D/E/A! Information and Services Pro-
gram, Melbourne, Florida; Gregory Caras, principal,
Longfellow |.G.E. Magnet School, Dayton, DhID Alonzo
A. Crim, superintendent, Atlanta (Georgia) Public
Schools: Stanley Eilam, director of publications, Phi
Delta Kappa, Eloammgt\:n Indiana; Warren G. Hill, ex-
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ecutive director, Education Commission of the States,
Denver, Colorado; Harold L. Hodgkinson, executive
chrector Professional Institute, American Management
Association, Washington, D.C.; K. Jessie Kobayashi,
superintendent, Murray School District, Dublin, Calitor-
nia; Sid McDonald, senator and chairman, Educatlon
Commlttee Alabama State Legislature; Belen Moreno,
teacher, Avondale (Arizona) Elementary School; Curtis
Peterson, senator and chairman, Education Committee,
Florida Senate; Samuel G. Sava, executive director,
/IIDIEIAI, Dayton, Ohio; Leonard Price Stavisky,
assemblyman and chairman, Education Committee,
New York State Assembly.

We wish to thank these individuals for their valuable
help. )

Research Procedure

The Sample. The sample used in this survey em-
braced a total of 1,539 adults (18 years of age and older).
It is described as a modified probability sample of the
nation. Personal, in-home interviewing was conducted
in all areas of the nation and in ail types of communities,
A description of the sample will be found at the end of
this report.

Time of Interviewing. The fieldwork for this study was
carried out during the period of April 27 through May 1,
1978.

The Interviewing Form. All the questions included in
the survey instrument were pretested by the staff of
interviewers maintained by the Gallup organizations.

The Report. In the tables that follow, the heading
“Parochiai School Parents' includes not cmly parents of
students who attend parochial school but also parents
of students who attend private or independent schools.
This heading is used because parochial school students
outnumber private or independent school students,

Findings of this report apply only to the country as a
whole and not to individual local communities. Local
surveys, using the same questions, can be conducted to
determine how local areas compare with the national
norm.

334

34



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Tenth Annual Poll

Major Problems Canlronting the
Public Schools in 1978

it will come as no surprise that discipline again tops
the list of major problems facing the local public
schools of the nation. Only once in the 10 years since
these surveys were initiated has discipline failed to’
recelve more mantlons than any other problem. -

Since parents with children now attending the public
schools presumably are in a better position to judge
public school problems than other groups, their views

‘should carry extra weight. With this group, discipline is

ranked first, Lack of proper financial support is named
by the second largest number in this group. Third in
their list is the use of dope/drugs; fourth, problems aris-
ing out of integration and busing. And fifth in mentions
is poor curriculum/poor standards.

Parents with children in nonpublic schools name
discipline as the top problem of the public schools,
They are tar more inclined to mention integration/busing
than parents with children in the public schools.
Likewise, they cite poor curriculum/poor standards far
more often than do parents who have children attending
the public schools.

Citizens who have no children in eithar public or non-
public schools and who must obtain most of their infor-
mation about the local public schools from the media or
hearsay cite discipline most often, followed by integra-
tionlbusing, use Of drugs poor curriculumlpcor stan-

After a dip last year in mentmns ﬂopsldrugs has
again assumed a high place in the public's concerns
about the public schools. Crime/vandalism for the first
time receives sufficient mentions to place it among the
top 10 major problems.

Below, in order of mentions, is the list of top prob-

"lams as perceived by a sample of all adults of the nation:

1) lack of discipline, 2) use of dope/drugs, 3) lack of
proper financial support, 4) integration/segregation/bus-
ing, 5) poor curriculum/poor standards, 6) difficulty of
getting good teachers, 7)size of school/classes,
8) pupils’ lack-of interest, 9) crime/vandalism, 10) par-
ents’ lack-of interest.

_"The question was:

. What do 'you think are the biggest problems
with which the public schools in this community
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must deal?
Public Parochial
MNational No Children  School  School
Totals In Schools Parents Parents

o % % % %
Lack of discipline 25 24 25 30
Use of dope/drugs 13 13 ’ 13 15
Lack of proper financial
. support 13 i1 18 i1
tntagration/busing

(combined) 13 14 1 22
Poor curriculum/poor

standards 12 12 10 18
Difficulty of gatting

good teachers 9 9 10 9
Large school/tog many

classes 5 ] 5 5
Pupiis’ lack of interest 4 5 2 5
Crimalvandalism 4 5 3 5
Parants lack of interest 4 4 5 4
Teach '3’ lack of

inter it 3 2 4 3
Misr -agement of

furs..s/programs 3 3 2 2
Lack of proper

facilities 2 2 2 1
Problems with

administration 2 2 2 3
Communicatien prob-

lems 2 2 2
Drinking/alcoholism 2 1 3
School board policies 1 1 2
Too many schools/de-

¢lining enrolimant i i 2
Parants’ involvement in

school activities 1 1 1 1
Transportation 1 : 1 .
There are no problems 4 2 10 .
Miscellaneaous [ 5 10 5
Don't knowino answear 12 15 4 7

“Lass than 1% (Figures add to more than 100% because of multiple
answers,) '

1978 Ratings of the Public Schools

A slight drop in the public’s rating of the public
schools has been registered during the past year. In the
1977 survey a total of 37% gave the public schools a
rating of A or B. In the present survey the figure is nearly
the same — 36%, with the percentage giving the
schools an A rating dropping from 11 to 9. At the other
extreme, 16% gave the schools D or Fail in 1977. In the
latest survey the figure is 19%.
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The ratings are based upon a five-point scale. The
question reads as follows!

Studentis are often given the grades A,B,C.D,
and FAIL to denote the quality of their work. Sup-
pose the public schools themselves, in this com-
munity, were graded in the same way. What yrade
would you give the public schools here — A,B,C.D,
or FAIL? .

Below are the national ratings given the public
seha?s by local residents for the last five years — the

period in which this scale has been employed:
National Totals

Aatinjs Given tha 1578 1977 1976 1975 1974
Public Schoals o ) % Y %a
A fating b} i 13 13 18
8 rating 27 26 29 0 30
C rating 30 28 28 28 3
0 ratinn i1 11 10 =] f
FAIL B i :
Dan’t know!

Ao answer i% 14 14 13 20

Analysis of the findings by different grodps in the
population, by areas, and by city size provides many in-
teresting insights into the way Americans perceive their
public schools.

Parents whao have children now attending the public
schools hold their schools in much higher esteem than
do others in the population. The jowest ratings are given
by those who have children enrolled in nonpublic
schools. The averal! dud hine 1n ratings can be explained
partly by the fact that therc 15 a continuing decline in the
number of U %. families with chiluren of school age.

Public Parochial

S Schogl  Schoaol
it Parants Parents’
e N s %
& 1 7 4
= RE 13
[ : 30
17} - H
FAIL 4 21
Dar R Avaidig an @t 1% T 4 i5
i ertarenst = and ngdependant
I Rl
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Major differences appear in the ratings when the at-
(titudes of those who live in the larger cities (cities over
50,000) are compared with attitudes of those who live in
cities with populations under 50,000. Attitudes are far
more favorable in the smaller cities and towns than in
the larger cities. In fact, residents of the central cities
give their schools the lowest ratings in the nation: A and
B ratings combined, 21%; D and Fail ratings combined,
30%. This compares with the highest ratings found (in
cities 2,500 to 49,999) of 45% for A and B combined and
12% for D and Fail combined.

Of ail groups, blacks living in the North give their
public schools the lowest rating. This group rates its
schools 43% D or Fail and only 27% A or B,

An interesting contrast is found when Northern
biacks are compared with Southern blacks. Almost the
opposite in ratings is found. Southern blacks give a top
rating (A and B combined) of 35% to the public schools
and an unfavorable rating (D and Fail combined) of only
14%.

When the four main areas of the nation are com-
pared, it is found that people living in the West — the

- area embracing the Rocky Mountain and Pacific
states — are least satisfied with their schools.

Younger persons — those 18 to 29 — tend to be
slightly more critical than those in the next older age
group, as well as more critical than the oldest age group
{when only those with opinions are taken into account).

Further breakdowns follow: *
Don't Know/
A B [ 0O FAlL Mo Answer
%o k™ %a % % e

NATIONAL TOTALS 9 27 30 N 8 15
Sex

Man 3 26 32 12 7 14
Women 10 27 28 1 10 15
Race

White 10 27 30 w0 3 15
Monwh'te 8 21 37 15 14 15
Age

18-29 . & 25 37 13 9 10
3049 1131 29 10 g 10

50 & over 10 24 25 10 a 23
Cammunity size

1 million & over g 22 22 w4 18 16
500,000 — 593,998 5 22 38 15 2 18
50,000 — 499,999 6 25 38 10 9 12
2,500 — 49,999 130 32 30 B 4 13

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Tenth Annual Poll

Under 2,500 13 3 25 g 6 16
Ceantral city 5 16 35 17 13 14
Education
Grade school 14 18 25 7 9 27
High school - 9 27 W n 10 13
College 7 31 33 12 [ 1
Ragion
East 8 32 26 10 1 13
Midwast 10 28 29 10 [ 17
South 13 26 30 9 7 15
Wast 5 17 31 17 10 14
Reglonrace
Northern white B 28 30 1 B 15
Southern white 14 26 30 8 8 14
Northern black 6 21 2 21 22 8
Southern black 1124 28 10 4 23

How the Public Would Improve the Schools

If school authorities were to take time to talk to a
representative sample of people in their school districts
to obtain their ideas as to what the schools might be do-
ing that they are not now doing, they would likely find
that the public’'s suggestions fall chiefly into seven
categories.

The question asked was an "open"” question, which
permits each respondent to offer any suggestion or sug-
gestions that he or she wishes:

What, if anything, do you think ihe public
schools In this community should be doing that
they are not doing now?

The number and type of suggestions obviously would
differ from school district to school district. But for the
nation as a whole, they range in the order below:

1. More strict discipline. This, of course, has been a
constant complaint of the public for the last decade, as
reported in this survey series. -

The public is botherad by the lack of respect shown
to, or demanded by, teachers. They read about the chaaos
in classrooms. They complain that teachers let children
do anything they wish, dress any way they want, pay no
attention to school rules, stay away from school
whenever thay feel like it.

2. Better teachers, By “better teachers,” the public
does not necessarily mean teachers who are better
trained or more knowledgeable in the subjects they
teach.
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They are much more inclined to think of “good”
teachers as the teachers who take a personal interest in
each student, who try to understand each student and
his or her problems, who encourage students in the sub-
jects taught so that they will achieve high grades, and,
finally, who inspire students to set high goals in life tor
themsalves. '

3. Back to basics. This movement has support
throughout the nation and, of course, many school
systems have already made changes to give more atten-
tion to the so-called basics. Even so, many people want
greater emphasis placed upon what they often describe
as the “fundamentals,” meaning reading, writing, and
arithmetic. ‘

4. More parental involvement. A frequent suggestion
is for closer teacher/parent relationships. Many com-
plain that teachers show a poor attitude in com-
municating with parents. They suggest more con-
ferences between parents and teachers. They would like
to know much more about what parents can do in the
home to help their children in school.

5. Higher scholastic standards. The public has been
made aware through the media of declining test scores
throughout the nation. People read about automatic pro-
motion and about young persons who are graduated
from high school but who can barely read or write. They
complain that not enough homework is given to their
children. Some say the school day should be longer.
They say it is too easy 10 get good grades.

6. More education about health hazards. The
widespread use of alcohol, drugs, marijuana, and
cigarettes by young people has become an important
worry to many parents. They want help from the
schools. They want schools to point out the dangers of
alcohol and drug abuse and smoking, and they want the
schools to establish rules that will be a deterrent.

7. More emphasis on careers. Parents whose
children do not intend to go on to colliege want to be
sure that their children are ready to fill some kind of job
after they are graduated. Even in the case of those
whose children plan to enter college, parents see a need
to give guidance about careers that are available, the
abilities required, and the rewards offered in different
occupations. »

Automatic Promotion
If a national referendum were heid on the promotion
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issue, a majority of more than 2-1 wouid favor promoting
children from grade to grade only if they can pass ex-
aminations. Answers to a second question asked of all
respondents should give some comfort to those who op-
pose such a requirement. By an even larger majority, the
public would favor offering special remedial classes in
the subjects students fail and not require students who
fail to rapeat the whole year's work.

This leaves unanswered the question of what to do
with those students who do not pass the examinations
even after they have received extra instruction,

The question was:

What do you think should be done with
students who do not pass the examinations aven
after they have received extra instruction?

Here the public is divided on the policies to be fol-
lowed, with about haif saying that in this situation the
child should repeat the grade and the rest suggesting
further help or placing the chiid in a special program,

An interesting aspect of the ‘public's views on
automatic promotion comes to light in an examination
of the groups who support and those who opnose
automatic or social promotion. Those who are most like-
ly to have children who fail in their schoolwork — poorly
educated parents — are the ones most in favor of requir-
ing students to pass tests for promotion. At the other
extreme, persons who have compieted high scnool or
college are most in favor of automatic or social promo-
tion,

Those persons interviewad in the survey who have no
children of school age are more’)n favor of the est re-
quirement for promotion than those ~ho now have
children attending the pubiic or he nonpuolic schools.

The question pcsed wis this:

in vour opinion, sheuid children be promated
irom grade to grade oily if they can pass examina-

tions?
Public Parochial
National  No Childrea Schosl  Schegi
Totals Ir. Seheols Parants Parants
% kA e Y
Yes, thev snould 8y 1 60 59
[+ 27 24 a5 a8
Dan't kiowing answer 5 ’ i & 3
34!
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Further breakdowns follow:

Yas,
Thay Don't Know/
Should No No Answar
Race
White 69 27 4
Nonwhite 61 29 10
Age
18-29 64 a3 3
3049 63 3z ]
50 & aver 74 20 5
Education
Grade school 79 13 B
High school &6 3o 4
College 65 a0 5
Ragion
East 62 k) 5
Midwest 66 29 5
South 76 20 4
Wast 867 27 5]

The next question asked was:

Should students who fail be raquired to take
special remedial classes in the subjects they fail
or should thay be required to repeat the whole
year's work?

Public Parochial
Natignai  No Childran Sehool  School

Totals in Sehools parents Parents
% %a % %
Yes, special remedial -
classas Bi 80 2] a7
No, rapeat whole years
work 14 14 14 9
Don't know/no answer 5 6 4 4

Local, State, or National Tests?

It promotion and graduation are to be based upon
tests, who should prepare the tests — the local school
system, the state, or the federal government?

The public is divided on this issue, but a plurality
would tavor having such examinations prepared by the
jacal sehool system.

Obviously, this is a question that needs to be
debated at great length. The arguments pro and con are
not well known to the general public; the answers,
therefore, should be ragarded as indicative but by no
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means final,
The guestion was worded in this manner:

Some people believe that since every communi-
ty has a different racial and occupational mix,
tests given in different subjects for promotion
should be prepared for that school system only.
Other people think the tests should be prepared
on a statewide basis. Still others think that they
should be prepared on a national basis to ba given
to students in the same grade throughout the na:
tion. Which of these three ways would you prefer
— having tests prepared on a locali, state, or na-
tional basis?

Public Parochial
Natlonal No Children  Schoal School

Totals In Schools Parants  Pararnis
% Ya kA %
Tests should be pre-
pared on a:
Local basis 37 38 as 3
State basis 25 24 27 19
Mational basis 28 27 30 g
Don't know/no answer 10 11 7 4

It will be noted that parents of chiidren now attending
nonpublic schools are evenly divided as to whether
tests should be prepared by the local school system or
the federal government. Residents of suburban com-
munities are also evenly divided on this point as are
those in cities of 500,000 to 999,999.

Equal Educational Opportunity

A wide difference of opinion is found between the
views of whites and blacks on the question of equal
educational opportunity. By a margin of 52 to 38, non
whites hold the view that minorities do not have the
same educational opportunities as whites. On the other
hand, whites are overwheimingly of the opinion that
blacks do have the same educational opportunities.

An interesting difference comes to light when the
viaws of Northern blacks are compared with the views of
Southern blacks, as the following table shows.

‘The question asked was this:

In your opinion, do black children and other
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minorities in this community have the same
aducational opportunities as white children?

Yes, They No, They Don't Know!

bo - Do Hat No Answer

%o Y %Ya
Southern whiles 85 10 5
Southern blacks 54 a7 9
Naorthern whites BB B ]
Northern blacks 2 67 12

it will be noted, from the responses to another ques-
tion in this same survey, that Northern blacks give their
public schools the jowest rating of all groups in the na-
tion, whereas Southern blacks give the public schools in

- thaf part of the nation a tavorable rating, comparable to

that given by whites.

Parents with children in the schools — both public
and nonpublic — say by a large majority that blacks
have the same educational opportunities as whites, as
the following results show:

5ame Educational Opportunities?

public Parochlal
Mational  No Children gchool School

Tolals In Schools Paranis Parents
%a Ya Ya %
¥es, same oppor
tunities BO 78 BB 82
No i4 15 il 14
Don’t know/no answer 6 7 3 4

Eurther breakdowns:

Dan't Knaw!

“Yes No Ha Answer
Ya % Yo
NATIONAL TOTALS 80 14 &
Sex
Men BO 15 5
Women BO 13 7
Raca
White as 8 <]
Honwhite . a8 52 10
Age
18-29 74 19 7
30-49° 80 15 5
50 & over . a5 9 6
Community size
1 million & over 63 29 8
500,000 — 999,999 a1 14 5
50,000 — 499,999 a2 13 5
344
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2,500 — 49,999 85 10 5
Under 2,500 Ba 5 7
Education

Grade school 75 16 9
High school . a3 1 8
Collage : 78 16 6

Marijuana Use
The use of marijuana by high school and junior high

_students is widespread. It is regarded as a serious prob-
-tern in all sections of the nation — in the smallest com-

munities as well as the largest cities. In the central city

serious by the greatest percentage of those interviewed.
In the central cities 74% say it is a serious problem,
16% say it isn’t, and 10% have no opinion.

Perhaps the best informed on marijuana use are
those who now have children enrolled in the public
schools. Interestingly, their opinion closely paraliels the
views of the nation as a whole.

The question was worded as follows:

From what you have heard or read, is the use of
marijuana by students anrolled in junior high (mid-
dle school) or high school here a serious problem,
or not?

The same question was asked about alcohol and hard
drugs.

Marijuana Use

Fublic Parochial
Mational Mo Children Sehoal School

Totals in Schools Farenls FParents
é!ﬁ g{% ‘JE E/E
Yes, il's a sefious
problem here 66 65 65 75
Mo, it isn't 20 19 22 17

Don't know/no answer 14 16 13 8

Further breakdowns:

Yes, is Na, Den't Know/
Sorious Is Not Ho Answar
Ve Ya %%
NATIONAL TOTALS 66 20 i4
S5a8x -
Men 64 23 13
Women 867 17 18

(Caentinued on next page)
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{Continued from preceding pagel

Race
Whits 66 20 14
. Nonwhite . 63 17 20
Age
18:29 61 28 11
3049 63 22 15
50 & over 72 12 16
Communlty size
© 1 million & over 66 17 17
500,000 — 999,999 65 22 . 13
50,000 — 499,999 71 17 12
2,500 — 49,999 67 20 13
Undar 2,500 61 23 16
Ceantral clty 74 16 10
Education
Grade school 70 10 20
High school 68 19 13
College 59 27 14

Alcohol Use

Of those intarviewed, aimost the same percentage
report that aicohol (beer, wine, liquor) has bacome a
serious problem for students attending junior and
senior high schoo! as say that marijuana is a serious
problem. Again, the problem is nationwide in scope.
Findings are almost the same for every section of the
nation and for cities and communities of all population
sizes, except the very smallest.

Parents with children now attending public school
hold virtually the same views as those less familiar with
the local school situation. The question:

What about the use of alcohol (beer, wine, li-
quon) by students here? Is it a serious problem, or
not?

Public Parochial
National No Chiidren  School  School

Totals in Schoals Parenls Parenls
Yo Yo % %
Yas, it's a sarious
problem hera 64 &7 &0 58
No, itisnt 19 17 23 17
Dan’t know/no answer i7 16 17 25

~ The highest percentage for alcohol use was found in
the central cities, lowest in the towns under 2,500
population, !
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Hard Drug Use

The use of hard drugs (heroin, cocaine, etc.) is regard-
ed as a serious problem for junior and senior high
school students in thair communities by a third of those
interviewed throughout the nation. However, about one
person in four claims not to be weil enough informed to
have an opinion.

Contrary to the replies concerning marijuana and
aleohol, respondents say that hard drug use is much
more common in the bigger cities than elsewhere. But
even respondents in the smallest communities report
some use.

Northern blacks are most inclined to report use of
hard drugs as a serious problem in the schools attended
by local children. As the following resulls indicate, a
wide difference of opinion is found between the North
and the South:

Hard Drug Use

¥as, a
Sarious
Problam Don't Know!
Hare No No Answar
Eflé gi ‘l’li
Race/ragion
Southarn whites 29 49 22
Southern blacks 23 51 26
Morlhern whiles 36 39 25
Marthern blacks 59 27 i4
Communily size
1 million & over 49 29 22
500,000 — 999,999 39 3z 24
50,000 -- 499,999 39 41 20
2,500 — 49,999 29 41 30
Under 2,500 21 52 27
Central city 52 34 14
Education
Grade school 40 25 35
High school 7 40 23
Collage 29 50 2
Ragion
East 34 37 29
Midwast kiz} ag 22
South 28 49 23
West 41 36 21

Persons who do not have children aitending the local
public schools are more inclined than public school

munity. The question was;
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What about hard drug use (heroin, cocaine,
etc)? Is it a serious problem among students
here?

Publle Parochial
National Mo Children  School  School

Totals In Schools Parants Parents
% % % %
Yas, it's a sefious
problem here 35 a8 26 40
No, it isnt 41 38 49 a7
Don’t know/ng answar 24 24 25 23

Adult Education
A surprisingly large number of individuals
throughout the nation would be interested in taking
special adult education courses of training. Of course,

many factors are taken into account before the desire to
continue one's education is put in action, e.g., time,
availability, cost. But evidence from the present survey
strongly suggests that through proper planning local
school systems could make far better use of their
faciiities by expanding adult education courses.

Nearly a third of all aduits in the nation claim to have
taken, at some time in their lives, adult education
courses. Of those who have taken a course at some
time, about one adult in nine (11%) says that he or she
has taken such a course during the last year, 7% say
one to three years ago, and 12% say over three years
ago, with 1% giving no response.

The following questions were asked first:

Are you now taking, or have you ever taken, any
courses in an adult education program? {if yos)
When was that?

All of those reached in the survey were then asked:
. Would you be interested next year in taking any
speclal courses or training in any fields or in any
subjects? (If yes) In what?

Four in 10 of those questioned (41%) said they would
be interested in taking such a course or training. If this
percentage is applied to the whole adult population, a
staggering number — 60 million — say they would be
interested. But, as pointed out above, this number
would have to be heavily discounted because few
schools could offer the courses at the right time and at

348

354



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Tanth Annual Pall

the right cost. However, the figures do indicate that
there is room for much expansion in the field of adult
education.

What courses or training would interest these i
dividuals? When asked specifically to name the courses
or training, respondents fall into four main categories
(ranked in order of mention):

1. Job-related courses (typing, accounting, com-
puters, general business economics, etc.)

2. Liberal arts (English, mathematics, art and music,
science, atc)) . ] .

3. Technical-vocational courses (auto mechanics,
carpentry, drafting, etc.)

4. Hobbles (arts and crafts, photography, sewing,
cooking, home decorating, etc)

Interesting differences show up when adults are
grouped according to whether they have children now
enrolled in school and the type of school.

Have You Ever Taken Any Aduilt
Education Coursaes?
Public Parachlal
Mational No Children  Scheol School

Totals In Schools Parents Parents
% % Yo %
Yes, have taken adult
education courses 3 29 34 41
No, have not &8 70 65 59
Don't recall/ine answer 1 i i -

*Less than 1%

More aduits with children attending school claim to
have taken an adult education course than adults
without children. And when asked about taking a course
next year, a greater number of parents of public and
parochial school children say they would be interested
than do those with no children presently attending
school,

Would You Be Interested Next Year
In Taking a Course?
Fublic Parochial
Natlonal No Chiidren School Schooi

Totals in Schools Parantzs  Paranis
Y %a % %
Yes, would be
interested 41 36 54 54
No, would not 54 59 41 43
Don't know/no answer 5 5 5 3
349
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Importance of & College Education Today

In the postwar era, colieges and universities in the
U.S. prepared for a great increase in college
enroliments. Each year a higher percentage of high
school graduates entered institutions of higher learn-
ing, and many coliege authorities assumed that this
constantly Increasing percentage of high school
graduates going on to college would continue for many -
years.

The forecasts proved to be wrong. The trend flat-
tened out, and at the same time the birthrate began to
decline, Therefore it is a matter of prime concern to
discover the attitudes of the people, and especially of
parents of children now in school, toward the impor-
tance of a college education today.

This question was asked:

How important is a college aducation loday —
very important, tairly important, or not too impor-
tant?

public Parochial
Mational No Chiidran school School

Totals In Sechools Parenls Parents
s Ve %% %
Vary imporiant L] 35 ag 34
Fairly impartant 46 44 48 54
Not too important 1 19 12 11
Don't know/no answer 2 2 2 1

Unfortunately, questions dealing with the impor-
tance of a college education were not included in earlier
surveys in this series. The findings from the present
survey will, theretore, have to serve as a benchmark for
future studies.

Further breakdowns:

Not
Vary Falrly Too - Dor't Knowl
Important Important impartant  No Answar
% % % %%
Aace
White 35 47 16 2
Nonwhite 48 32 i8 4
Community size
1 million & over a1 39 18 2
500,000 — 999,999 35 45 19 1
50,000 — 499,999 ia 46 14 2
350
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2,500 — 49,999 38 44 i8 2
Under 2,500 n 51 16 2
Education
Grade schoo! 44 i3 B 5
High school 34 44 19 1
Collage as 52 1 2
Region
East 38 47 13 2
Midwast az 49 17 2
South 40 44 14 k]
Waest 35 40 24 i
Incoms
$20.000 & over 313 49 ~ 16 2
515,000 — 519,992 kA 53 14 2
$10,000 — 514,999 Ek 40 26 i
$7.000 — $9,999 a7 48 15 —
3

Under $7.000 45 39 1]

Parents of children now attending school hold views
close to the national average, and they will be influential
in their children's decision about college attendance.
Slightly more than a third of those interviewed believe
that a college education is “very important” today, near-
ly one-half say “lairly important,” and one in eight

One of the most interesting findings from the present
survay is that persons in the disadvantaged categories,
both in terms of race and income, are the ones who
place the greatest importance on a college education.
to a collage education are blacks, individuals whose
education did not go beyond grade schoo!, and those
earning less than $7,000 a year.

Minimum Requirements for Graduation
Most states are now concerned with establishing
minimum requirements for graduation from high school.
In effect, these requirements will apply chiefly to those
students who do not intend to enter college but who
plan to take a job, or job training, after they finish high
school. Typically, colleges set their own requirements.
Because of the current interest in minimum re-
quirements, a quastion asked in the 1975 survey was
repeated this year. Ten areas of learning were covared,
and respondents were asked in the case of each to say
whether in their opinion the reguirement as stated was
“varyimportant,” "“fairly important,” or "not important.”
Requirements that top the list are writing, reading,
and afithmetic. Two others also get high scores: know-
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ing the health hazards of smoking, alcohel, and drug”
and having a salable skill, such as typing, auto
mechanics, etc,

The three requirements that receive less than a 50%
vote as "very important” are knowledge of world affairs,
the history of mankind, and knowing a toreign language.

Results from the 1978 question are approximately
the same as those found in 1975, One question was add-
ed to the 1975 list this year — the gquestion dealing with
health hazards — and a slight change was made in the
wording of the question dealing with reading.

The results below show the percentage of all
respondents who regard edch requirement as writlen as
vvery important,” ‘fairly important,” and ‘‘not
important.” The results have been listed in descending
order, based upon the percentage who say the require-
ment is “very important.” o

What requirements, if any, would you set tor
graduation from high school tor those students
who do not plan to go on to college but who plan
to take a job or job training following graduation?
Il read oft a number of requirements, and then
you tell me how important each onae is as a require:
ment for graduation for these students. We would
like to know whether you think it is very important,
fairly important, or not important.

- - -  Es
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How important 1511 that LA o, 2, %

thase students . ..
 be able to write a letter of ap

plicatiop-using correct grammar s
and correct spelling? 0 g

pe able to read well enough
1o foilow an instruchion manual
far home appliances? 86 2 i i
. know enough anthmelc to be
able to figure out such a prob
lem as the total square feetina
room? B4 14 1 1
. kRow the health hazards of
smoking, use of alcohol, man-
juana, and ather drugs? B3 14 2 1
. have a salable skill, such as
typing, aulo machanics, nurse's

*Lessthan 1%
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aide, business machines? ' 79 17 3 1

--.KNOW something about the -

U.5. government, the political

parties, voling proceduras? ¢ L 6B 0 3 1
== ...know something aboul the

history of tha U.5., such as the

Constitution, Bil of Rights, and '

the lika? 61 N 7 i

...know something about the

major nations of the world to-

day, their kind of government,

and thair way of lita? 42 46 10 2

.. .know saynething about the

history of mankind, the great

teaders in art, literature? 30 48 21

-..know a foreign language? 16 3z 50

L%

Importance Placed Upon
Extracurricular Activities

- Those who believe in the importance of extracur-
ricular activities In the schools will find support from
the present survey. Approximately half of the parents
with children now enrolled in school regard these ac-
tivities as "very important.” About four in 10 say they
are “fairly important,” and only one parent in eight says
‘they are *not too important” or ““not at all important.”

This is the question asked:

I'd like your opinion about extracurricular ac-
tivities ~such as the school band, dramatics,
sports, the school paper. How important are these
to a young person’s education — very important,
tairly important, not teo important, or not at all im-

portant?

Publle Parochial

Mational - No Children Sechool  School

Totals in Schools FParants Parents
% % % %
Very important 45 44 47 51
Fairly important 40 40 40 ]
Mot too important 9 9 10 9
[ Not at all important 4 4 2 2
© " Don't knowino answer 2 3 1 :

*Less than 1%

Opportunities for Finding Part-Time Jobs

In earlier generations young persons acquired work
habits through part-time jobs that they could hold while
attending school. In our present industrial-techno-
logical society most of these jobs are vanishing.
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To discover how difficult it is for young people today
ons they are
most likely to be found, this question was asked:
In your opinion, aro the qppﬁnuniﬂes for young

people to obtain part-time jobs in this community
good, only fair, or poor?

Public Parochial
National Mo Children gchool  School

Totals in Schools parents Parents
e e e %
Good 28 28 29 34
Only fair 39 39 a9 36
Poor 25 23 27 24
Don't know/no answer 8 10 5 6

The results show that part-time i s are difficult to
find in all sections of the nation — in the large cities as
well as the small communities. Blacks find it particular- -
ly difficult to find part-time jobs for their children in their
communities, especially blacks who live in the North.

Another breakdown:

Only Don't Know/
Good Fair Paor Mo Answer
% % % Y

NATIONAL TOTALS 28 39 25 8
Race

White 30 40 22 8
Nonwhité 14 a3 47 6
Community size

1 million & over 27 34 27 12
500,000 — 999,999 az 31 24 13
50,000 — 499,999 a5 44 16 5
2,500 — 49,999 25 k] 25 11
Undar 2,500 23 41 3z 4
Reglon

East 24 37 30 9
Midwest az 40 20 a
South 28 43 22 7
Wast 30 a5 27 2]
Race-region

MNarthern white 30 38 23 9
sguthern white 3 43 19 7
torihern black i1 30 54 5
Southern black 15 43 37 5

Course Credit for Community Service
The proposal to give high school credit to juniors and
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sapiars for cominunity service — a plan now followed in
some schoois — meets with widespread approval
across the nation. Eighty-seven percont of all
respondents would like to have juniors and seniors earn
coursa credit for giving service to the commiunity. Those

- with children as weil as those without children in school

hold the same view.
The queastion was put to raspondents in this rashion:

A plan ha=z been s:i:ggestad to enable 2lf juniors
and saniors in high scnenl 1o parform some kind of
community service for course cradit -- such as
waorking in a hospital or recreation centsr, beauti-
fying parks, or helping law enforcemant officers.

. Would you like tc have such a plan adopted in this
community, or not? -

Public Psarochial
Mational Mo Childran  Schoel School

Totals in Schools Pzrents Parents
% % % %
Yeas, would like plan a7 B8 86 B6
No, would not B 7 n 10
Don't knowino answer 5 5 3 4

What To Do with Closed Schools
Because declining school enrollments have forced
the closing of many schools, public opinion was sought
on what to do with these buildings. The question:

of a drop in enroliment. What suggestions do you
have as to how vacanti school buildings might be
used?

Suggestions for the use of vacant schoo! buildings

the number of mentions given each use:

1. Community activities

2. Adult education centers

3. Vocational and job training

4. Cultural centefs {museums, libraries, concerts, ex-
hibitions, theater)

5. Senior citizen centers

6. Youth activities

7. Make into offices

8. Use for governmental agencies
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9. Sell or rent ]

10. Convert to apartments .

No doubt many districls have already instituted
some of these uses, but other school systems have
simply closed down such buildings and now could be

faced with increased vandalism.

&
Making Parents Responsible for Vandalism
School vandalism has been a big problem for many
schools throughout the nation. Students themselves are
sometimes the ones caught doing damage, and the
question arises a~= to how to deal with these students.
In the present survey, this question was.put to

respondents:

Should parents be made financially responsi-
ble, or not, for damage to school property done by
their children?

Parents should be held financially responsible for the
damage to school property done by their children, in the
opinion of almost all citizens, as well as of almost all
parents with children now enrolled in school.

Make Parenis Financialiy Responsible
Publie Parochial
National No Children  School  School

Tolals In Schools Parants Parents
% % % Yo
Yes, they should be a6 85 B8 a3
No, they shouldn't 11 12 10 3
Don't know/no answer 3 3 d 1

Separating Vocational Education from School

The proposal that vocational education be separated
from the schoo! and be conducted in a separate location
by other agencies such as business or industry does not
carry much appeal to parents with children now attend-
ing school. Nor does it appeal particularly to those who
have no children of school age.

The chief reason given by respondents for not ap-
proving this plan is that it takes children out of the
school environment and ‘would deprive them of educa-
tional training in the basics. Those who favor the plan
stress the importance of on-the-job training, that

156
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business has more know-how than vocational teachers,
and that students would acquire a better understanding
of what business and industry are all about. At the same
time, there is much sentiment for combining the two
kinds of education — with students spending part of
the day in the classroom and part of the day in the real
world of business and industry.

The questions were worded:

In your opinion, should vocational education be
separated from the school and conducted in a
separate location by other agencies such as
business or industry? Why do you say this?

4
Separate Vocatlonal Education?
Public Parochial
Mational Mo Children  Sechool School

Totals In S5chools Parents Parents
“a % % %
Yas, should separate 3z 34 28 30
No, should not 53 48 62 60
Don't know/no answer 15 18 10 10

Dealing with Absenteeism

Currently one of the most difficull problems for
schools to deal with is absenteeism. And for this reason
the views of parents with children now attending school
are especially important,

Parents of children enrolled in public or nonpublic
schools believe, by a large majority, that students who
are absent from schcol without good reason should be
forced to attend. Moreover, by an even larger majority,

" they believe that parents should be held responsible for

their children's school attendance,

Two questions were asked:

In seme of our schools, absenteeism is as high
as 40% on a given day. In your opinion, should
those students who are frequently absent without
good reason be dismissed from school, or shouid
they be forced to attend?

Should or'should not parents be hald responsi-
ble for thair children’s school attendance?
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What To Do with Studants

Public Parochial
Mational Mo Children  School  School

Totals In Schools Parants Parenis
% % % %
Should be dismissed 19 20 17 15
Should be forcad
to attend 63 62 65 78
Mo actien should .
be taken 6 [ 5 2
Don't know/no answer 12 12 13 5
o Should Parents Be Held Responisible?
s
- publie Parochisl

" Nafional No Chitdren  School School

Totals In Schools Parenis Parenls
R % % Yo %
- Parants should be made
rasponsible 86 85 89 a2
Parents should not be [ 7 4 3
Don't know/no answer 8 B 7 5

Confidence in School Boards

Citizens of the nation give their school boards a vote
of confidence. School boards get their highest vote of:
confidence in the Midwest and South and in the smaller
communities. The lowest vote is recorded in the cities
with one million population or more. Northern blacks, of
all groups, give their school boards the lowest rating.
And, as noted elsewhere, they also give their schools
the lowest rating. Southern blacks, on the other hand,
give their school'boards a rating above the national
average. :

The gquestion:

Thinking about the scheaol board in your school
district, how much respect and confidence do you
have in Its ability to deal with school prob-
lems — a great deal of confidence, a fair amount,
very little, or nona?

Great Fair Very - Don't Know/
Deal Amount Little None Mo Answer
% % % % %
NATIONAL TOTALS 18 42 18 [ 17
Sex
Men 18 43 16 5 17
Women 18 43 16 5 18
Race
Whita 18 44 16 6 16
7
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Nanwhite 16 35 21 7 21
Age
18-29 . 13 42 23 5 17
3049 B 20 45 17 5 13
50 & over 20 41 11 7 21
Community size
1 million & ovar 14 32 21 9 24
500,000 — 999,999 18 43 i1 6 24
50,000 — 499,999 14 48 19 & 13
2,500 — 49,999 20 48 17 4 i1
Under 2,500 24 43 13 4 16
Cantral city 12 a9 22 8 19
Education
Grade school 23 k] 14 4 28
High schaool : 18 44 17 & 15
Collega 16 47 17 6 14
Raglon
East 14 44 15 7 20
Midwest 22 as 18 3 18
South 22 44 16 4 i4
Waest 12 44 16 10 18
Race-ragion
Morthern whita 17 44 18 6 1B
Southern white 22 43 18 5 12
Northern black 12 3 26 1 20
Southern black 23 48 10 2 19

It will come as some comfort to local school boards
that parents of children now enrolied in the public

does the general public.

Publie Parochial
National No Children  School Schoal

Tolals In Schools Parents Parents

Y Ve % Y%

Great deal of
confidence 18 17 23 10
Fair amount 43 39 52 46
Very little 16 17 13 19
Mong 6 & 5 8
Don't know/no answer 17 21 7 17

Influence of Groups on Local Education

About one American adult in five believes there is a
group of people in the local community that has more in-
fluence than it should in the way the schools are run.
But the groups mentioned vary widely, and no group is
named by more than a small minority.

Oddly enough, in the list of groups believed to have
too much influence, the local school board is often
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named. This underscores a finding from another survey
that many persons are wholly unaware of the function of
local school boards.

Politicians receive some mentions, as do blacks and
the NAACP, the National Congress of Parents and
Teachers (PTA), and “the wealthy.” But, on the whole,
there is no group that, throughout the nation, seems to
exercise too much influence, in the public’s view.

The quesfion was worded thus:

in your opinion, is there any group of people in
this community that has more influence than it
should have in the way schools are run? (If yes)
Who is that?

Publie Parochial
National  No Children School School

Totals In Schaols Parants Parenls
% % % %
Yes, too much
influence 20 18 24 26
No 48 43 52 42
Don't knaw/no answer 34 a9 24 az

Financing the Public Schools

The adoption of Proposition 13 in California and
resistance throughout the nation to higher property
taxes have focused attention on the problem of how
best to finance the public schools.

When the public is questioned about how the public
schools are presently financed, about half (49%) name
property or real estate taxes, or say "local taxes.” Sur-
prisingly few are acquainted with other sources of
revenue. As a matter of fact, for the nation as a whole
48% of the revenues to finance the public schools come
from local sources, 44% from the state, and 8% from
the federal government. However, only one person in 9
(11%) of those included in the survey mentions that
money comes from the federal government, and only
one in six (16%) specifically mentions state sources.
The following question was asked:

Where? :
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A second question dealing with school financing
asked if the respondent were satisfied or dissatisfied
with this way of raising money to support the public
schools. Here is the question:

“Are you, yourseli, satistied or dissatisfied with
this way of raising the money?
When the answers to this question are then related to

the answers given to the previous question about how
the schools are financed, the resuits show:

Don't Know/

Satisfied Dissatisfied Mo Answer
gfﬁ af’@ g/‘
Those who named:
Property taxes 43 52 5
Federal sources 68 21 11

Siate sources 68 20 12

A third question dealing with school financing was
asked of those who said they were dissatisfied with the
present way of financing the schools:

Responses to this question indicate that many would
prefer that state and federal sources be relied upontoa
greater extent. As a favored way to support the schools,
they cite income taxes and sales taxes, or they simply
say that money should come from the stale and federal
governments.

The public's wish to lower property taxes in favor of
increased state taxes was reported in 1970 in this survey
series and then again in 1971 and 1972. In those years
the survey question was worded as follows:

it has been suggested that state taxes be in.
creasad for everyone in order to let the state
government pay a greater share of school expense
and to reduce local property taxes, Would you
favor an increase in state taxes so that real estate
taxes could be lowered on local property?

1970 1971 1972
! Ya ) Y Y
For 54 46 55
Against 3a 37 34
Mo opinion 12 17 11
361
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In the years since 1970 a smaller percentage of the
funds to support the public schools has come from pro-
perty taxes and a larger percentage has come from state
and federal sources.

One fact brought to light by the questions dealing
with school financing could prove worrisome to
educators in the future. When askad what other way -
they would prefer to finance schools, a surprisingly
large number of persons volunteered the comment that
people with children in the schools should.pay a special
tax and that the elderly and those without childrenin the
schools should not have to pay any tax to support the
public schools.

Those who are interested in the continued welfare of
the public schools should enlighten the public as to the
need to support public school education in a democracy
such as ours, should inform the public as to how the
schools are presently supported, and, hopefully, work
out an acceplable way to support the schools.

3tate and Federal Regulations

Evidence grows that the public is becoming aware of
state and federal efforts to regulate to a greater extent
the educational programs of focal schools. Big govern-
ment, other surveys show, is being regarded by many
citizens as an undesirable trend in national life.

To discover the public's attitudes toward government
regulation — state and federal — and how it may affect
the local schools, this question was asked:

Some people worry that the state and the
tederal government are adopting many regulations
regarding educational matters which don't take ac-
count of the local school situation. Do you think
these actions by the state and the federal govern:
ment are more likely to help, or more likely to
hinder, public school education here?

While many persons have not made up their minds on
this question (28% nationally), those who have an opin-
jon beliave, by a 2-1 ratio, that state and federal regula-
tions are more likely to hinder than to help.

When asked "Why do you say this?” those who say
that state and federal regulations are likely to help point
to the greater expertise of those in higher levels of
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government. They say that higher standards will be re-
quired, that local politics aren't involved, and that new
and better programs will be introduced.

Those who say that state and federal regulations are
likely to hinder the local schools point to specific pro-
grams of which a majority of local residents do not ap-
prove, such as busing, bilingual language instruction,
avoidance of prayers, and school building construction
requirements that are both costly and needless. But the
reason advanced by most of those who are opposed is
that state and federal regulations ignore the vast dif-
ferences in the problems of big-city schools and those
in small towns, of rich suburban communities and those
located in impoverished industrial areas, those with a
high percentage of minorities and those with a small
percentage.

Greater opposition to state and federal regulations is
found among parents with children now enrolled in non.
public schools than among parents of children now at-
tending public schools.

Public Parochial
Mational Mo Children Schoal  Schoal

Totals in Schools Parents Parents
%% Ya % Ya
State and federal
reguiations help 21 23 24 14
Hinder 44 43 46 54
Make no difference - 5 5 5
Don't know/no answer 28 29 25 27

In recent years, in this same series of surveys, ques-
tions have twice been asked about federal and state
control versus local control. x

On both occasions the findings show the public
strongly in favor of local control. A question asked in the
1976 survey revealed that two-thirds of those ques-
tioned want their {ocal school boards to have greater
responsibility in running the schools. In the 1977 survey
a majority of approximately the same size favored giving
local school authorities jurisdiction over how money is
to be spent in carrying out programs mandated by
federal agencies.

Subjects Found Most Useful in Later Life

What can be learned from those who have finished
high school and who have had the opportunity to make
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use of their school experience in later life? To discover
how adults now regard the kind of education they re-
ceived in high school, this question was asked:

What subjects that you studied or experiences
that you gained in high school have you found to.
be most useful in later life?

Those are the subjects, or experiences, found most
useful in order of mention:

. nztish (literature, composition, grammar)

o spatsematics (arithmetic, business math, etc)

3. Commercial s, 2» (tvping, bookkeeping, etc)

4. Extracurricular activities (sports, drama, band,
newspaper, etc.)

5. Shop (woodworking, drafting, machinas, etc)

o L

5. History
7. Science
8. Foreign language

9. Psychology
10. Demestic science (sewing, cooking, efc.)

A second queslion asked:

And now thinking only of the subjects *hat were
offered in your high school, are there any subjonts
you wish you had studied and didn't that wouvis Le
of special help to you now?

The subject mentioned by far the most often is typ-
ing. The list follows, in order of mention:
Typing and other secretarial skills
Mathematics
Shop
Foreign languages
. Science
. English
. History
Civics
. Home economics
10. Music

CENOU A BN

Enjoyment of School

Do young people enjoy going to school today? To
shed some light on this question, parents with children

164
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[Continued fram preceding page!)

Education
Grade school &1 27 0 7
High schoo! B1 27 it 2
Collegs 55 a1 4 .
Ragion B
East 49 14 iz 5
Midwest 63 24 7 [
South 64 26 7 3
West 87 29 4 -
By lamily
One-parent tamihes 51 26 11 iz
Two-parent famibigs &2 29 7

Time Spent with -Schoolchildren
With so many mothers working outside the home, the
question arises as t;}-hawrmu«:h time parents have 1o

devote to their children of school age. This question
was asked: o

As a parent, how much time do you usually have
o devote to your youngster in the evening to
assist him/her with his/her homework — enough
time, not enough time, or none at ali?

public School Parochial School
Parants Baranis
% e
Have enough time 64 ; 67
ot aagugh hime 18 A 17
Mo nme al ai 14 £
Mon't khow/no answer 4 i

parents with only a grade schoal education are more
likely to say they do not have enough time. in ‘act, 4E%
of this group report that thev do not have enough time or
have none at all. Nonwniles report that they have less
time than whitus, Further breakdowns follow: {Per-
centages are pased on the number of parents only.)

Not Mone
Engugh Enough at Dan't Know!
Time Time Al Ho Answer
Y % - g Ya
NATIONAL TOTALS 64 17 13 [}
S6x
Men 60 ot 12 7
women &5 ) 14 4
Raco
Whits &5 in 1% <]
366
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Manwhite 59
Age

18-29 51

30-49 a7

50 & over (=4
Community size

1 million & over &2

£00.000 — 999.999 79

50,000 — 499,999
2.500 -- 49,999
Under 2500

Education
Grade school 49
High school 66
College 66
Region
East &0
Midweast 62
South &5
wast 74
By family
One-parent families &8
Two-parant tamuhes 13

Tenth Annual Foll

14
19
14
0
19
R
14 17
15 T
21 11
19 249
17 T4
1H £
16 17
19 i1
11 i3
12 1)
13

COMPCSITION OF THE SAMPLE

rojulta %a
Mo childran o sehools 68
Public school parants 28
Parochial sehoot parents EN

o

*Total exceeds 32°
soma parenls bave
attending mafe han ane ko of
schoal

Cause
tHFen

Sex %
Mear A7
Women 51

Age “a
18 10 24 years 17
25 1o 29 years 12
30 10 49 yaars a2
50 years and over a7
Undesignated 2

QOccupation a
Business & professional 27

larical & salos )
Farm 4
“xilled labor 18
Unskilied laber 21
Nar-labor farce 20

Undesignated

Incoma

- §20,000 and over

£15,000 to 519,999
$10.000 1o §14,999
% 7.0001t03% 9,999
§ 5.000 10§ 6999

Honwhiis

Communily size
1 rrolitan and over
500,000 to 999,935
50,000 to 499,999
2,500 tu 49.999
Under 2 500
Education
Elementary grades
High schoaol incampleie
High schaool complete
echnical, trade, or
Liuginess school
Collage incomplete
College graduale
Undasignated
*Less than 1%,

(Continued on aext page)
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(Continued from ool payel

e

Reglon 5 »
East 19
Midwes! 43
South . a5
Weas! 3

THE DESIGN OF THE SAMPLE

The sampling protedure is designed 1o produce an appresimatiun of
the adult civilian popuishion 18 years of age and older, living n the
United States, excer’ {hgse persons In 1nalitute ° Such as pnsons
or hospitals.

The design of the sample is that af a replicated prababiiny sample,
down to the block level in the case of urban areas and to segments of
townships in the case of rural areas Approuimately 300 sampling loca
fipns afe used in sach survey Interpenelrating samples can be pravided
for anv givan study when appropriate.

The sample design ncluded siratification by these four sizeof
community strata, using 1970 sus data 1) cities ot popuiation 1
millian and aver; 2) 250,000 — 999.999: 3) 50,000 — 249,999, 4) all other
population Each of ihese strata was turther stratihed into seven
geographic regions. Now England, Middie Atlantiz, East Central Wes
Centrat South, Mouniain, and Pacific. Within aach city size/ragional
strature. the populalion was arrayed in geographic arder and zoned into
squal-sad groups of samphng units Pairs of Iocatites were selectedin
each zong, with ﬁrﬁbaglll!y of selectior of #ach locahty pfr;mgnir;\ﬁai {=]
15 population giZe R the 1870 census producing twa replicated
samples of localities

Within Iocalilies so selegted fur which me respsite population data
are fepe led, subdwisions wo drawn with (ha probabibty of selachion
Jfional 1o s1ze of popuiaticns rall other iacalhties, small detinable
56 fey il efjideds (o7 ;

]

rvey, witlip each subdi on s0 selecied lar
wich block slatistics 4 available, a sample of blocks of block clusters
1% drawn with probability of selection propo the he

dwelhing unita. In all other subdivisions of areas It
drawn at random ar with equal probatihily.

In each cluster of blocks and each segment 50 selecied. a randomly
Jected starting puAt 15 designated on the interviewar’s map of the
sa Starting at this poiat, inlerviewals are reguired to follow a giver— -
direction in tha selection of households until thair assignmant is com:
pletad.

Interviewing 1s conducled at nmes when adulls. in general, are n
likely 12 be at harne, which means on woekends, or if on weekdays, after
400 p.m. for women and after 600 p.m for men.

Allowance lor persons no! al home 1S made
weig #iing procedure rather than by “call-packs
staraarg methad for reducing the sample as that would otharwise
rast 1t frafra undarrepresentation in the sample of peragns who are dit-
iir it ta fing at Rome.

" he srastiatification Yy ragions i routinely supplemented by titting
.47 1 abrsinad sar ple to the latest available Census Bureay estimates
=y t=g ragional distribylien of e population Also, rminof adjustments

Sty aampld are M8 Oy aducational attainment by men and wamen
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tFig annual estima.us of the Ce
et Beapylaty

Iz,

nsus Bureau (de-
n Sufvey) and by age
1t shouid be borne in mind that all sam-
q =115, the extent to which the
M what would Ge obtaimed H the whale gopulation
interviewed The size of such samphing errors
the number of interviews

364



O

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Epilogue

In the public school systems of America, professional
personnel are responsible to citizens; boards of education
are established to reflect the desires of the public. There-
fore, school boards and superinwendents need systems to
assess community desires, attitudes, and knowledge about
the educational process and schoaling,

Scientific sampling of public opinion is 1 means of
iearning how citizens judge the guality of their schools and
the criteria they use in determining the excellence or lack
sHit in their local school system. Opinion surveys permit
.esnigation of specific educational issues, e.g., community
gititudes toward schoal finances, the professional staff, and

puliliz awareness of school problems.

The emsity il permit decision making that is not
nivanqed b prvssure groups, telephone feedback, and
randers diser sions = all - f which frequently provide faulty
concwizi ez o mgrveys are done periodically, with some
T - s Lwelibhs  repealect, shifts in public opinion and
kau. .edge can be gauged.

The 10 annual Gailup Pe'ls on public attitudes 1. vard
education reprinted in this solurae grovide a bank of more
than 200 quastions and results. These resuits do not apply
to any single community; they providge 2 norm for
camparison. Questionz and results are not copyrighted and
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no limitations are placed upon the use of infeimation
contained in this volume beyond customary edit to
source, accuracy, completeness of guetation, eic.

(n early 1979 Phi Delta Kappa's Centor for Dissemina-
tion of Innovative Programs will publish o complete kit for
school! district officials desiring to conduct a local poll. The
basic manual of insiiuctions for this kit is being prepared
by Dr. Gallup. Inquiries about this kit should be addressed
to Dr. Wilmer Bugher, Assuciate Executive Secretary, Phi
Delta Kappa, Box 789, Bloomington, IN 47401,
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Absenteeism, 303-30G, 357-58

Accountability, 117.

Ao atability: of educators, 1, 51.52, 55, 56-57, 68-70, 87-88,
127, 143, 163, 303; of home, 127, 143, of parents, 55, 92.94,
107-108, 127, 143, 3041+ 156, 157 .58, of students, 8293,
eT, 142

-9 related to spending, 157-68B. 172

Administration, 298

Aduli siucation, 4, 348.49

Advisory committ 31314

Alcohal, 222-24, 24445, 345.4¢

Alternat schools, 117,
2464,

Analysis ol ¢+ .ondenis. 1965, 48-50; 1970, 78-80; 1971, 114-15;
1872, 146-48; 1973, 180-82; 1974, 214-1§, 1975, 255-56; 1976,
291-92; 1977, 331-32; 1978, 367-68. See a/so Design of the
sarfiple

Attitude changes toward the schools, 170-71

Attitudes toward teaching, 133, 144

Back-to-hasies movement, 1, 298, 340

T, 143, 14548, 16163, 173,

Boardin ls, 286-87

Bond issues, 5, 7-B, 12, 17-20, 21 72 4547 51,53, 8890, 173.24,
273

Busing, 2, 198-99, 210-11, 259, 260, 295, 135, 336

Career education. 582 Voeational education
Censorship, taxtbook, 236-37

Child-care centers, 287-88, 280-91

Child development, 275-77

Citizen participation, 4-5, 15-16, 42-45_ 273.75
Citizenship training, 200-201, 21213
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Coltege courses in high school, 301-303

Cammunication with the public. Ses Education: infarmation
sOUrCEs and amounts

Community service, credit for, 354-55

Competency testing, 54, 8B, 264-65

Complaints, rhajor. Sea Problems/complaints, majar

Compaosition of the sample. See Analysis of respondents

Compulsory arbitration, 238-39

Compulsory attendance, 117, 130-11

Compulsary attendance: lower age limits, 130, 13540, 16465
upper age limits, 137-40, 269-71, 300-301

Constitutional amendments, 196-99, 208-1

Corporal punishment, 55

Cost-cutting, 83-87, 100-104, 2B81-83

Crime/vandalism, 1, 99, 185-88, 219, 335, 336, 356

Curriculurr.. 58, 62-63, 75, B3, 95, 100, 119, 120, 122, 133,134,
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Design of the sample, 368-69
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34748
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195.96, 310-13; locai car 1ol of, 277 78; quality of, 20

Energy shortages, 309-10

Equal opportunity, 100, 120, 1341 Ju, 298, 34345

Equalization of spending amang districts, 197-88, 210

Extracurriculsr activities, 298, 353

Eacilities (buildings and equipment), 41-42 54, 49, 100, 118, 120,
125-26, 133, 134, 151, 182, 169, 170, 185, 204, 219, 298,
355-56

Faderal aid, 232-13, 248-51

Fedarally mandated programs, 318-19, 330-31

Einances, 1, 2, 3, 7, 16:20, 21.22, 42, 45.47, 51, 53, b4, 58-61.
71-74, 81, 83.92, 99, 100-107, 117, 119, 123-26, 133, 13843,
151, 157-89, 169, 172, 185, 197-98, 204, 219, 248.51, 279,
260, 295, 335, 336, 36062
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