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A.1011 Ralph D., I). iGir. tlniveroity. 1978.
220pp. it..tel 1S. Allroit

It purpose of this study lo find to what extent teach-
cars e conscitusly teaching grades K-6 of
1110, et!rtieutry spvc,,iil _! question!. to be
answered were: (1) how is listening beirti.t taught --as an inde-
pendent subject, or ir, conjunction with other subject matter;
(2) wttat effect, if ally, do the independm-it variables 31 back-
ground training, years of teaching experience, or grade level
assignment have upon the dependent variables in this study;
and (3) why are some teachers not teaching listening?

Analyses of variance were performed upon data generated
by a survey questionnaire. Results indicated that uniformity
of instruction is lacking in the elemenZary schools and the main
reason teachers do not teach listening is because of the already
overcrowded curriculum. Most elementary teachers who
teach listening teach it both as a separate subject and In con-
'Unction with ether subject matter. Finally, grade level assign-
ment, more than any other variable, affeits the status of lis-
tening instruction in the elementary schools.

A STUDY OF THE EFFECTIVENESS OF SEVEN ALTER-.
NATIVE MEDIA PRESENTATIONS ON THE TEACHING OF
SELECTEE) RESEARCH SKILLS TO SIXTH GRADERS

Order No. 7820911

BRAINARD, Elsie Katherine, Ed.D. Rutgers University
The State University of New Jersey (New Brunswick), 19711
1114. Chairperson: Robert P. Parker, Jr.

The purpose of this study was to assess the)? effectiveness
of seven alternative media formation the instruction of library
research skills using selected reference books. In addition,
the possible interaction between the student's reading level,
ses and each alternative media format was investigated. The
seven alternative media formats were: (1) Print, (2) Picture,
(5) Sound, (4) Print/Picture, (5) Print/Souza, (8) Picture/
Sound, and (7) Print/Nature/Sound.

One hundred and fifty-eight sixth grade boys and girls com-
pleted this fifteen-week study. The Ss were categorized into
three groups according to reading ability, high, middle and low.
Within these groups the Ss were randomly assigned to either
one of the seven Experimental Groups or the Control Group.

Teaching materials were prepared especially for this study
in order to provide for exact duplisation of content in each.of
the seven formats.

A complete factorial arrangement of five variables (2x3x
2x2x2) provided the opportunity for testing by means of a stan-
dard factorial analysis of variance thirty-one null hypotheses.
The five variables were Sex (M-F), Reading Level (H-M-L),
Print (Present or Absent), Picture (Present or Absent), and
Sound (Present or Absent). Each null hypothesis, including
main effects and all possible interactions among these five
veriablessconstituted a separate hypothesis to be tested. in
ell, there were ninety-three specific hypotheses since each
hypothesis was tested separately for each of the three depen-
dent variables.

There were significant &mid's Print (p <.01) and Print x

The :students' exposure to the specific treatments may have
effect.xl their attitudes toward thl!. matorial. For example, if
a student found his assigned treatment uninterestiag for his
style of learning, this disinterest could have been reflected in
his performance on the tent.

There-Are two general conclusions which can be drawn from
this study: 1. Different media combinations are likely to be dif-
ferentially effective with students of different reading levels.
2. 'fh,m presertalion eti recilindan information In different !nodes
and presented simultaneously , not be effective for all Au.
dents.

LANGUAGE A.S. A POTENTIAL MEANS OF INCREASING
THE PERCEPTUAL ART ABILITY OF ELEMENTARY
SCHOOL CHILDREN Order No. 7810280

IIIILIOCK, Ray E., Ed.D. Flail State University, 1978. "-
Adviser: Dr. Daniel J. Reeves

The purpose of this investigation was to develop instruc-
tional methods to affect the visual perceptual abilities of young
children.

Eleanor Gibson has described visual perception as the pro-
cess by which we obtain firsthand infos -nation about the world
around us. According to Gibson visual perception is a complex
process of handling a multitude of visual bits of information or
cues, so that a response to the infoimation can he made. With
these ideas in mind a seri, s of language tasks were developed
to encourage children to .1 tend and respond to visual stimuli
in order to investigate the extent to which language may mod-
ify or enhance visual perceptual ability.

The sample for this study was comprised of ninety-four
fourth grade students in four intact classes in the Eastbrook
Community SchJol Copdration, Marion, mdiana. Three groups
were randomly assigned to the experimental treatments and
one to the control condition. One group received in-process
language training while viewing and discussing color slides of
paintings; a second group received language training by ex-
posure to semantiedifferential scales while viewing the same
paintings; a third group received a condensed and integrated
version of the treatment received by the other two 'experimen-
Lal treatment groups; w) le a fourth group served .s a control
section and received traditional art instruction, primarily work-
ing with common art materials without specific language in-
structiqn and without viewing color slides of paintings. The
subjects in all four groups were pre- and post-tested using the
Children's Embedded Figures Test (LEFT), the Motor-Free
Visual Perception Test (MVPT) and the vocabulary subtest of
the Stanford Diagnostic Reading Test (SDRT).

Data collected during this investigation was subjected to
analysis of covariance techniques and, when significant ratios
were obtained, follow-up t-tests were conducted. In addition,
correlation coefficients were obtained to evaluate possible re-
lationships between the three sets of measures. The confidence
level for testing the null hypotheses was set at an alpha of .05.
Review of the data led to the following conclusions:

(A) Subjects receiving a condensed and integrated version
' of the language treatment including in-process verbalization

and exposure to semantic differential scales viewing
color slides of paintings achieved significantly higher Chil-
dren's Embedded Figures Test scores than subjects in the
Control Group. The resulting data indicated that treatment

_ B 1-



Thin stie-e! in niaile rirr attempt to prescribe Nett sub-
jects shruld re: to visual utimuli, nor did it ire er that
these reeponste were (tither desirable or inalterable. At the
earn(' time this ieeitigation made, no attempt to acmes' the
aesthetic eflecta i language treatment. The findings suggest,
however, that the inclusion of language tasks may .ceimulate
and inceease perceptual activity and ability thereby aiding chil-
dren in developing perceptual skills.

The most important general finding in this ievestigation is
the faeitreating eeiee of the coneeeetion to ortvntic diftereotial
scales ixtd auditory verbal in-process response as a mode of
instruction to ilitrease visual perceptual ability. This combi-
nation or larieuage factors evidently influenced the subjects to
process pictorial taforntation more effeetivelY1, perhaps by
directing their attention to the distinctive features of the
paintings.

LANGUAGE ARTS Cui !MINI PLANNING AND EXECU-
TION tN TUE MinD1,1: Or' A FLORIDA Mr/MT

Order No. 7810932

CARLSON, Fart Charles, Ed.-D. The University of Florida,
1977. 112pp. Chairman: Michael Y. Nunnery

The planning and .exeristikeiof certain aspects of the acs-
defile curriculum of a ueeentralized Florida school district
was the focus of this sedy. The language art.; program of the
middle schools of the district was used as a vehicle to deter-
mine the extent to which goals, objectives, and priorities were
established, perceived, understood, and internalized, and to
what degree teachers and administrators were committed to
the goals and priorities as indicatedMy their programs of in-
struction. The participation of teachers and administrators in
the curriculum planning process as well as their perceptions
of the supervision or monitoring of curriculum implementation
were also studied. Data were collected through a study of dis-
trict and school documents and through structured interviews
with eight district and school administrators and 26 teachers.

In the literature, numerous reports of studies were foimd
related to management in general and management of educa-
tional enterprises in particular. Substantial research had also
been done in curriculum planning and design. However, no em-
pirical research Was found describing adequate techniques and
processes for translating thcory into practice.

Widespread criticism of the public school system leading to
such legislation as Florida's Educational Accountability Act of
1976, has placed the impetus on school administrators to con-
ceive and bring about changes to meet legislative requirements.
This has focused attention on the need to determine what causes'
the gap between what "ought" to be taught and what is in fact
taught-to document process deficiencies in transforming man-
agerial intentions into consumable instructions at the classIvom
level.

An analysis, of the data led to tha,following. conclusions:
1. The language arts academic program is characterized by a
lack of clarity ni the establishement of goals, objectives, and
priorities both at the district and school levels for subjects
other than reading. 2. There appears to be a lack of understand-
lag of goals and priorities when judged by the diverse responses
of administrators and teachers regarding their perceptions of
gob and priorities. 3. Programs of instrualon appear to have
beerrdetermined by factors other than the attainment of prede-
termined goals. Responses of teachers indicated that their
programs are shaped by materials available, fellow teachers'

that FP .1, nt. rclyd fr}r currit'alhint imp v is he'll.
obtained. This, along with other factors already mentioned,
creates_the impression of a lack of logical structure needed to
Lotimize the iie,elemic program.

AN INVESTIGATION OF HANDWRITING ACHIEVEMENT AND
VISUAL-MoTOR-PERCEPTION 01: FIRST 311ADE
STUDENTS Order No. 78I958G

ENDLEMAN, Mary Ann, Ph.D. The Ohio State University, 1978.
229pp. Adviser: Dr. John O. Cooper

This investigation sought to determine a battery of tests
which could be used to predict handwriting success or failure.
Through administration early in grade one, individuals requir-
ing Individualized instruction in writing could be determined
before poor writing habits were solidified.

The investigation also sought clarification of the proces: snd
task-philosophies of assessment and teaching as they relate to
handwriting.

Available tests of visual perception, motor coordination, and
visual-motor integration abilities are reviewed and tests se-
lected to assess these processes as subskllls considered nee-
eeeary for successful handwriting. Tests are also reviewed
for evaluation of handwriting as a task or learned skill.

The first five subteste of the Slingerland Screening Tests
Identifying Children with Specific Language Disability, Form A,
were administered as task tests. The Word Discrimination
Test was selected to assess visual perception and the Bender
Gestalt Test for Young Children and the Developmental Test of
Visual-Motor Integration were selected as tests of visual-motor
integration. No available test of fine-motor coordinatior was
considered appropriate for this Investigation.

'The eight tents were administered In small groups and/or
individually to 124 first graders in May, 1976. The process and
task test results were compared with handwriting evalu ((ions -
of actual classroom written papers, through statistical analy-
sis, to determine me most effective combination of tests for
use as a predictive battery for handwriting achievergent.

Although a predictive equation did establish a battery of
tests of significant value, it was evident that tt.e procesti tests
were inadequate in isolating and assessing the subskills involved
in handwriting. The Derider Gestalt Test, however, was signifi-
cantly correlated with handwriting and superior to the other test
of visual-motor integration.

The Slingerland Tests proved to be significantly valuable in
sampling handwriting under varied conditions, such as copying
near, copying far, and using short term memory for copying.
The task assessment has valueas soon as some writing skills
are attained. Further, even late in grade one the majority of
the students have not mastered average writing skills, so as-
sfessment for remedlation and information for individualized in-
struction is needed and availablethrough the use of the Slinger-
land Tests.

AN INVESTIGATION INTO THE EFFICACY OF A TASK
ANALYSIS MODEL FOR 'rHE DIAGN'OSIS pi REMEDI-
ATION OF HANDWRITING PROBLEMS OF THE LEARN-
ING DISABLED Order No. 7813175



Forty te.acher.,i were randomly divided inio four equal groups
and each teacher randomly selected five learning disabled stu-
dents from graded two to six with demonstrated handwriting
problems. O;o: group of teachers used the task analysis model
(Experimental) one group used the recommended California
Stateltandivriting text (Standard Method), one group used any
method they preierred (Any Method), and the fourth group re-
ceived no formal instruction or supervised practice in hand-
writing (No Method), A pretest, five successiv.' weekly tests,
and a posttest we're- admini ntered.

The teachers in the Expe.-iniental Group cdmpleled a pro-
grammed manual, attended a worn hop, and passed a test con-
cerning the use of the t:e-I-: -malysis model. The teachera,in
the Standard Method Group ;encircled a workshop on the use of
the California State text. The other teachers received no train-
ing specific to this study. All students except those in the No
Method Group worked on .11.ifidWrit ing for fifteen minutes each
day. ,

Using the task analysis model, the teache-2s in the Experi-
mental Group diagnoed each student as exhibiting handwriting
problems due to inptit, output, or association deficiencies.
Three standardized visual perception tests were administered
to each student. Using the distribution of scores -n fheSe th,eo.
tests, each student was classified as exhibiting in ut, output, or
association deficiencies.

Analyses of variance and t-tests were prforrned on the col-
lected data to determine differences in amount and rate of im-
provement over the seven testing periods for the four method
groups and diagnosed deficiency groups within each method
group, A gamma statistic was computed to detennine the cor-
relation between the two methods cif diagnosis:

Results indicated that students in the Experimental Group
improved significantly in their handwriting skills over the seven
testing periods when compared with students in the other groups.
The Improvement in handwriting was identified as due to spe
elite interactions between treatment and diagnosed deficiency.
Results identified as exhibiting input and output deficiencies
improved significantly over time. The handwriting of students

Min the Experimental Group exhibiting association problems im-
proved slightly. The handwriting of students in the Standard
Method and Any Method Groups who were identified as exhibit-
ing input and association deficiencies did ,not improve over
time. The handwriting of students in the Standard Method and
Any Method Groups who were identified as exhibiting output de-
ficiencies improved somewhat over time. Those students in
the group with no method of instruczioi, declined significantly
in their handwriting proficiency over time regardless of diag-
nosed deficiency.

one
findings i-nply that the task analysis model is a useful

one for the diagnosis and remediation of handwriting problems
related to the input and output dimensions be handwriting
task.

Reiults indicated that there was a significant agreement be-
tween a diagnosis derived from the distribution of %cores on
three standardized tests and the diagnosis of specific handwrit-
ing problem area as identified by teachers using the task antdy-
els model. This agreement implies that the results of these
three tests can be used to identify a student's specific hand-
writing problem area.

ire

A STUDY OF THE EFFECTS OF A SERIES OF LESSONS
N LISTENING COMPREHENSION, BASED UPON CHM,
MEN'S LITERATURE, ON READING COMPREHENSION

The fol;tovilw rupesitrof' were ; Imini!;te(-0: 1) The Short
Form Test of Academic aptitude Co yield IQ scores. 2) The
Durrell ListeningReading Series to yield listening and reading
graih: equivalent sem es.

The quantifiable data were analyzed through Pearson prod-
uct-moment correlation, analysis of variaece, and analyuis of
covariance.

An sis of these da ta enabled the i nv 'ti 'rtur to re:: h
the fe ing conclusions:

_CLeltin1LI: What are the cliferences in lislenia: (:oinp..ehea-
skin of those children who participated in a series of
in listening comprehension and those h lLren who did net prtr
ticipate in the lessons?

Finding: Ti.ere was a sig,nricant difference between the
pre-, Ind posttest scores when the sample was considered as
a whole irrespective of treatment, sex, and IQ. The control
group showed significantly greater gains in Total Listening
when treatment was ccasidered.

estion 2: What are the differences in reading achievement of
those children -vho participated in a series of lessons in listen-
ing comprehension and those children who did not participate
in the lessons?

-Findings: There was a significant ,- between the
pre- and posttest Scores when the e91,1I,1, was considered as
a whole irrespectiVe of treatment, t ex, and IQ. There t°ere
no significant differences between the experimental and con-
trol groups.

Ion 3: What is the relationship of sex to listening and/or
reading achievement;

Findin a: Girls shbwed statistically greater gains thain
boys in listening. Thele were no significant difference-) be--
tween boys and girls n reading.

elation 4: What ti the relationship of intelligence to listening
and or reading achievement?

Findings: The high IQ group showed a statistically greater
gain than tht low IQ group in listening and in the Sentence
Reading subtest. A significant interaction favored high IQ girls
in the Total Listening subtest. The interaction of treatment,

\ sex, and IQ, while not statistically significant at the .05-level,
had a strong effect on Vocabulary Listening for high IQ girls
in the control group. No interactions were reported in reading.

Summary
The data revealed: that listening can be taught and is mea-

surable; that a series of original listening comprehension les-
sons, baled upon children's literature, does not have a positive
impact on reading achievement in second grade; that girls show
larger gains in listening and reading achievement than do boys;
and that the high IQ group shows larger gains in listening_ and
rear Ang achievement than does the low IQ group.

THE PERFORMANCE OF SECRETARIES ON JOBRELATED
READING AND WRITING TASM Order No. 7921249

HEINEMANN, Susan Turk, Ed.D. Hofstz a University, 1978.
192pp.

The major purposes of this study were: ( ) to analyse the
.bnitip. of ciaeretirios to neeform lob-related readtrw and writ-



To accomalisl pur thirty -nice secretaries who
. eaae e ,lira: lip -Nee yois: Cae

from one to five yetu 5,' were between nineteen and thirty veare
r ate, end had graduate I from high ocheol, were chosen for the

study. Eight joie ria:Se,' reading and writing tasks were ad-
ministered to five subjects at ,line clueing their work day end
in a coraerence room in their place of employment. 'Die direc-
tions arid the materiels that the s ,croUzies had to road in order
to obtain the o'rrect answers for tile performixce testes were
inseyeed for syntectie complexity The feur aectore used to
measure syntactic complexity were (1) mean length of r-unit,
(2) mean clause length, (3) percentage of. instances of erribedded
nominal clauees, ana (4) percentage of instances of ernbecaled
nominal phrases.

Frequency comas and percentages were used to compute the
kinds of responses and types of errors made by the secretaries
on the performance tasks and to determine if there were any
patteres to the errors they made. Analysie of variance tests
were used to determine if significant differences existed be-
tween the secretaries' ability to perform each task and all the
tasks, and the number of years they had been employed at the
corporation.. The Spearman Rho rank oruer correlation-test
was used to determine if there was a significant positive corre-
lation aetween each of the factors of sybtactic complexity and
the mean number of incorrect responses.

Findings indicated that many secretaries (1) ignored direc-
tions: (2) had difficulty with basic punctuation, capitalization,
and verb tense usage; (3) could not list events in order of pri-
ority; (4) could not distinguish main ideas from details; and
(5) had difficulty in correctly replacing words in the doze
procedure. The most prevalent errors made by the secretaries
were (1) following directions; and (2) capitalizing, punctuating,
and using verb tense correctly. The number of errors made-
by a et cretary varied from task to task.

Tre was no signi, .:ant difference between the secretar-
,. i to perform on any of the eight tasks and the number
of years they had been employed at the corporation. There
uas :significant positive correlation between any of the four
factors of sync . ;tic complexity and the percentage of incorrect
response:).

The conclusions drawn were: (1) The errors madeley the
subjects in carryong out job-related tasks revealed deficiencies
in following directions, dealing with certain basic gra.mmatisal
structures, and judging significance of events and/or, main
ideas. (2) A higher percentage of grammatical errors were
made when searetariesowere proofreading a letter written by
another writer, than when they composed their own letters.
(3) Although there were discernible patterns to the errors that
secretaries made across all the tasks, there were less defini-
tive patterns to the errors that a single secretary made through-
out the tasks. (4) Contrary to the readings of other studies and
investigations, there were no significant differences in the
secretaries' quality of performance based on experience. The
general,reduction in writing ability of many young Feople and
the changing role of women in our society might account for the
discrepancy between this Study and those found in the literature.
(5) Contrary to previous research, the four factors of syntactic
complexity did not appear to affect the secrei.nries.' perfor-
mance orajob-related tasks. Two interfering variables were
cited as possible reasons for these results.

Guidelines for the reVision of the orientation program and
the design of a secretarial training seminar were suggested.
Guidelines for the _design of some of the written materials
published by the company were also made.

-Suggestions for further research included investigation into
reading and writing abilities needed for various levels of em-
ployment and different occupations.

AN OHAE-AUTIAE-VIFSJAI, APPROACH TO arrs-17-TEN
COMMUNICATIVL: AfilLITY OI SuiseCTED THIRD GRADE
STUDENT; Order No 7310865

FUNCHEN, Geraldine alarie, Ph.D. The Louisiana State Ufli
vereity and Agricultural and Mechanical College, 1977. 114pP-
Supervisor: Professor Doris Conwayea

The major purpose of this study was to determine the effec-
tiveness of a curriculaa.sequence of oral language experiences
upon the subsequent writing performance's( a selected group of
third graders. A secondary purpose of the study was to de-
termlne the effect of oral language practice upon children's
written language usage and mechanics of English.

Hypotheses for the etude' were based. on the assumption that
the relationship between oral and written language might be
used to bring aleout improvement in third graders' ability to
write compositions.

Eighty-six third grade students from an elementary school
iraseutheastern Louisiana comprised the sample for the study.
A (astral- group of 'l? student= received traditional language
insteuction. An experimental group of 43 third grade students
participated in an experimental' prsilani which consisted of
activities for oral language expaneion and enrichment

Pre -study ueeasures were Form E of the Science Research
Associates Assessment Survey, guage Artseana a compo-
sition, written in resl,onse to a picture stimulus.

Experimental group teachers used a series of lesson plans,
prepared by the'researcher, to expand and enrich the oral lan-
guage experiences of the experimental subjects.' The oral
sessions, which included activities such as choral readings,
story-telling, and puppetry replaced the regular language pro-
gram. The two control classes received bo treatment other,
than the traditional language program.

After a 12-week period of 30-minute daily language sese
sione011 participants were tested on the Science Research.
Associates Assessment Survey, Language Arts, Form F, and
were asked 'to write a composition in response to a picture
stimulus. Pre-study and post-study compositions were rated
by a panel of three judges after practice in the use of selected
criteria on compositions similar to those written by the study
participants. Compositions were rated for overall quality
using a five-point scale and the following criteria: coherence,
logical sequence, and originality of ideas.

Differences between the post-test scores of the 'expert-
mental and control groups were tested for significance through
an analysis of eovariance with the pre-test scores as the cO-

fatarlarits. Results showed that the expvimental treatment did
not' significantly affect the quality of canposition writing of the
experimental group. A significant difference, at the .01 level
of confidence, was found in the experimental groups' perfor-
Hume on the standardized language test.

The investigator recommended replication of this study at
other grade levels and for an extended period of time. impli- -

cations of the study for inclusion of oral language activities in
the elementary language arts prwigram merit further Invest:I-
gation.

RULE-BASED rrI5TRucTiorsT. A COGNITIVE APPROACH
TO BEGINNING HANDWRITING INSTRUCTION

Order No. 7810888

KaWUC, Ursula, Ed.D. Columbia University Teachers College,



The subjects 56 kindergarten children
trim, disco !Jai 0-

cilia' schools located within seven blocks of each other in Man-
hattan. Socio-economic status and ethnic backgrounds of the
Children attending each school were comparable. Kindergarten
programs were siailar in each of the schools,

Thirty:two letters were used in this study: 24 desiimated
as "Instructed" were taught in 16 instructional sessions (four
were given on the pre- and posttests; lour on the second post-
test); four cl;7.sified as -Nocinstrurted" were also presented
on the pre- and posttests; four categorized as.."Now" are
given on the. second posttest. The Slingerla d Pre-Reading
Screening Procedures: Test 1 was used to measure discrimi
nation.

Three separate statistical analyses were undertak . All
statistical analyses involved factorial arrangement of treat=
ment conditions and a randomized block procedure for agsign-
ing children to instructional groups: Demonstration. Verbal,
Combined Demonstration and Verbal, No Demonstration-Verbal
instruction. A pre- to posttest paradigm was used to measure
improved copying and discrimination. A poSttest analysis of '
variance was used to examine transfer of learning.
(1974) scoring scale which yields a quantitative score for
method and appearance was,used to measure copyingverfor-
rnance.

Results of the statistical analyses indicated that although
performance Improved on Instructed letters when children
simply copied, greater gains were obtained when rule- based'
instruction was given. Only groupsreeeiving instruction irn.-
proved on Noninstrupted letters. Evidence was produced for
transfer of learning t totally new letters.when demonstrat1on
was the instructional strategy used to communicate rules.

.'Both demonstration and verbal: instruction had a positive
effect on the copying performance of theSe kindergarten chil-
dren. The effects of the strategies appeared to be additive.
Mean scores obtained on the posttest by the group receiving
combined dernonStration and verbal instruction were higher
than those obtained by the two groups receiving one component
as the instructional tdrategy. However, demonstration ap-
peared to be the critical factor involved Gleaming difficult
letters and in transfer of learning.

Contrary to findings reported In ether studies (Hirsch &
Niederrneyer, 1979; Williams, 1976), discrimieation improved
sigultaantly from pre- to posttest. There was no effect tape-
cific to rule-based instruction. Simple practice in copying
letters speared to be sttfrf!--I'ent to improve ezcrimination.

For the qualitative analysis letters were classified accord=.

ing to the extent to which the three starting rules and thrbe
progres4on rules identified by GoScinow and Levine (1973) ap-
plied to their construction. Rules used in coPyinletters
the pre- and posttests were recorded. Rule observance was
tabulated, summed, and converted into percentages for all
children on the pretest and for children-within instructed
groups and within the control group, on the posttests. The data
were analyzed qualitatively by comparing these percentages.
Qualitative analysis supported the premise that copying is a
rule-based tank. Application of rules. facilitated the production
of some letters and interfered with accuracy of production for
others. Children in instructed groups used the starting And
Progression rules more consistently and more selectively on
the posttest than did children in the control group.- Some evi-
dence supporting the idea that copying errors are rule-based
was produced.

ANALYTIC VS. HOLISTIC ENCODIEG STRATEGIES IN RE
LATION TO VOCa^_DULARY LEAF AND _

Order No. 7870240

KREVOY, Susan Barbara, Ph.D. Lnivers te of Can't/rata, Los
Angeles, 1978. I22pp. Chairperson: Professor Merlin C. Witt-
rock

In line with the aptitude-troatment-interactien model (Cron-
bach and Snow, 1977), it ;,eis orecticted that individual Miter-
ences in ability to utilize analytic and hastic encoding strate-
gles interact with instructional tasks and could utilized as a
predictor of vocabulary learning opteome. It was hypothesized
that for students who are more competent in,annalytic than ho-
listic processing, instructional tasks with an analytiC-sequen-
fiat organzation would significantly increase learning and re-
tention of vocabulary items in comparison to tasks with a
holistic- simultaneous organization. It was hypothesized that for
students who are more competent in holistic than analytic pro-
cessing, holistically organized instructional tail's would pro-
duce greatdr vocabulary learning and retention than analytically
organized tasks. Furthermore, on the basis of the generative
model of learning (Wittrock, 1974), it was predicted that actively
involving the student in the construction of meaning would sip
nificantly increase learning and retention. It was hypothesized
that for students more competent in analytic processing and for
those more competent in holistic processing, treatinints call-
ing for generative elaboration of concepts would significantly
increase learning and retention of vocabulary items in compari-
son to control treatments without elaboration. To test these hy-
potheses!. 161 first year college students were classified as
either more competent in analytic or holistic processing, ac-
ardhag to their scores on the Street Figure Completion Test
and the Weschler Verbal Sirnilaritit4 Test, and randomly as-
signed to eeperimental and control treatments. A-Newmane
Keulteat showed that vocabulary learning and retention were
significantly increased (p < .01) when there was a match be-
tween treatmeht and encoding strategy in comparison to when
a mismatch existed. This test also indicated that vocabulary ,

learning and retention were significantly increased (p < .01) by
treatments calling for generative elaboration of concepts in
both analytic and holistic strategies in comparison to the control,
treatinents. These data suggest that compatibility between sub-
jects' superior encoding strategy and task requirements and
instructions to generatively elaborate the concepts may be an
important contributor to successful performance with regard to
vocabulary learning.

THE EMERGING MIDDLE SCHOOL LANGUAGE ARTS PRO
GRAM Order No. 7817685

Kt.THLMA_NN, 8andra Ellen hitiel, Ph.D. The University of
Texas at Austin, 1978. 289pp. Supervisor: 0. L. Davis, Jr.

1. Problem: The middle school movement, while only in
its infancy, has had a significant impact on'Arnerican public
education. Interest in it has progressed from investigation of
its history and generatinfluence- to more specific areas of cone
.corn and questions about its future. This study involved posit-
ing a description of the emerging .middle school language arts
program.

( Procedure: The study involved several distinct phases.
First, writings which present the background and history of the



C clonch, e6cription of the emerging program
oNnomh. r the In-depth, on-golno:"

research that i n,.eded in order to provide insight into the prob-
lem. There wer: major conclusions: Understanding
of the back;_vonn the middle school movement involves corn-
pfix study. (21 0 literature indicates that r. program which
fits the nature to le adolescent is student-centered, is ,;,aquen-
tial, is flezitite, - lresses process, stresses basic skills, Is in-
divide tzetl, and is innovative. .(3.) Significantly, the question-

indicated that the schools were not implementing the
highly student-centered characteristics tn the program de-
scribed in the literature, or were they likely to in the future.
(41 Finally, all personnel interested in the middle school lan-
guage arts program must involve themselves in in-depth study,
on-going research, and eurriculunestudy if they are to have the
needed control over tire present rind the future of the emerging

fiddle schoollauguage_artS program.

CHILDREN'S KNOWLEDGE OF LETTER.NAMES AND THE
DEVELOPMENT OF LITERACY Order No. 7817705

LEHNE, Gregory Kenneth, Ph.D. Cornell University, 19'78.
146pp.

The relaticnship between children's knowledge of letter
Barnes and the development of writirig, spelling and reading skill
was studied, as well as aspects of the development of these lit-
eracy skills themselves. While the research literature sug-
gests that the development of writing skill is related to percep-
tual learning, the role of letter-name knowledge in this process
is not understood. Research findings conflict about whether
young children use acrophonic (letter name) correspondences
in learning'reading or spelling skills.

The research project tested 40 American kindergarten and
55 first-grade children using five literacy tasks; naming visu-
ally shown lower-case letters; writing letters in response to
the letter names; spelling the initial sounds in words; and oral
reading of real and pseudo-words, Kindergarten children were
tested iii -DeceMber and April; first-grade children were tested
in October, February and May. ...

Analyses,of the results of testing show that there is no nec-
essary relationship between children's knowledge of letter
names andThe developniont or writing skill: these develop as,
independent skills. Children used a capitalization strategy to
avoid writing errors on the lower-case letters. Their writing
errors mostly resulted in ambiguous graphemes due to a fail-
ure t6 slimly the distinctive features of the letters. These
errors are related to perceptual learning, not cognitive confu-
sions between letters. Thus predictions,based on E.J. Gibson's
perceptual learning theory were confirmed. A developriental
sequence was identified for the process of learning to write
the set of letters in response to the letter names.

Children's spe.ling of the initial lette: in words showed that
they used an acrophonic (letter name) strategy. This stretegy
facilitated correct spelling fur words beginning with certain
consonants and 'long' vowels; It also resulted in frequent !into-
phonic errors. Children' spelling of multiple sound correspon-
dences (/s / & /j /) shows e competing use'of an acrophonic
strategy with a strategy based on the most frequently occurring
letter to represent these sounds.

Children also used an acrophonic strategy in reading. A de-
velopmental sequence for the earl; process of learning to read

-included a level where children 'read' words using the name of

S.

These results were disci) perceptual
!nal-mi; in tare:

pli&tions fur educational pracce, Literacy v. is defined as the
learning and use of relationships between different componoutp
ol knowledge tLe., selieniatai for the Ositi le reorventatiertA
lanudge. Children's use of strategies in rievelopinn literacy
proekles evidence for the cognitive construction of 'ose rola-
tionships, rif'eer the primary information has been nred.
through perceptual learning and stored a-- differential
runta, .Implications for educational practice !nigger,: tha teach-
ers could use representations of letter rather than letter
names in instruction. Instructional use of ecologleally whole
or representative sets of informatibn would avoid encouraging
children to use limited strategies based on artificially con-
strained information. These techniques could be effectively
incorporated into a variety of different teaching methods tolM-
prove the total educational program,

THE EFFECT OF INSTRUCTION IN MOTOR MOVEMENTS
ON THE QUALITY OF KINDERGARTEN CHILDREN'S PRINT'-
SCRIPT HANDWRITING 'Order No. 7812310

MARSHALL, Millicent, peep. The University of Tulsa, 1978.
108pp. Director: Professor Richard Hall

This study investigated the relationship between specific se-
qaeritial instruction in Motor movements and the quality of the
discrete, lower-case, print-script letters of the alphabet when

en by Kindergarten children who had no diagnosed physical
ming disabilities.
Kindergarten classes were qelected by randernhfitratified

sampling and matched on socioeconomic status and age. Classes
were randomly assigned to her a control (C) or an experi-
mental (E) grate). A program of gNezntlal Instruction in motor
movements cif the arm, hand and fingers necessitated when
Writing the discrete, lower-case, print-script letters of the al-
pha.teet riy hand was devised for the experimental group alone
and given far 40 sessions of 15 minutes duration each from the
beginning of February 1976.until the middle of May 1978.
A posttest of handwriting quality was ,constructed and given to
all subjects in the sample (n 97) within one week at the end
of May 1976.

TrIree juteasbwere chosen to assess the quality of hanawri
ing, each having at least 10 years experience teaching Kindert
garten children. Three sessions were devoted to the specific
training and instruction of the judgesln the assesdment of three
fa.ctoreeof quallty,of print-script handwriting according to pre-
scribed criteria: Inter-judge reliability obtained by means of
a Pearson product-moment correlation matrix was r

An analysis of covariance-of the data, controlling for age,
indicated a significant (p.< .05) superiority of the subject:kin
-the experimental group -(ri, 97) over-the subjects in the coritro
group (tie 50) in their performarice'S on the test of quality of
handwriting. Analyses of variance indicated a significant
(p < .05) superiority of girls _(n e 54) over boys (n = 435 on
posttest data but no significant difference between rigid-handed
subjects (n 81) and left-handed subjects (n -= 16). The reia-
ticnship between posttest data and the time taken by subjects -
in the experimental group to complete a sequence of motor pad:
terns and letters was not found to be significant when a Spear-
man rank-order correlation was calculated. -

The implicariens of the results for the imple'nientation of
instructional programs in print-script handwriting for Kinder-



AUDITORY BLENDING- AS IT RELATES Ter AUDITORY
DISCRIMINATION AND MENTAL AGE IN FIRST AND
SECeene eiteeDie PUNLS

MASZTAL, Nancy Browning, Ph.D. University of Mb- 1078.
970p. Supervisor: Helen K., Smith

. ineeTe_zss.

The purpose of thiS study was to determine if the ability of
irst and se-cond grade pupils'toble:na sounds roil= words is

functioreof mentaLage or auditory discrimination or a function
of an interaction tee even auditory discrimination and mental

. -
-age.

Procederes
The subjects' for this study were first and sec dill grade

pupils from two Palm Beech County Schools. Botil schools
were iderinfied by the Palm Beach County Program Evaluation
Department as representative of Middle to upper-middle socio-
economic levels.-

Letters were sent to all the parents of the\first and second
grade students in the pa=rticipating schools ininerniiiig them of
the study and,requesting permission for their ebildren to par-
ticipate. .Subjecte were then selected from thosceste lents ree

,f turning signed permission slips on the basis of the following
Pcriteria- all subjett-a were native speakers of English; had
normal auditory acuity, and.were noe'a member of a`speciel
class for the learning disabled, emotionally disturbed, mentally
retarded or hard of hearing addition, each subject had an
IQ of 85 or above and a mental age of 6, 7, or 8. A total of 150
students was tested with 11)7 meeting all criteria (or the sub-
jects-in this study. --- -

The Lode-Thorretiie Intelligence Test (1957) theAuclitoey
Discrimiriation Test (Wepmar, 1973), and the Auditory Blend-
ingqestn(Exitieeimental) were administered to each subject ac-
cording to procedures outlined in the technicail manuals. The
ordeeef testing was counter balanced on each set. of eight sub-
jects as an internal validity check. -The Auditory Blending Tent
(Experinental), presented by means of a tape recording, tested
eachiribjecti's ability to blend 10 monosyllabic words.

A multiple regression model was employed to test the three ,

hypotheies of this shirty. The three predictor variables were
e_ehenta age, auditory discrimination, and the variable produced

by the product of mental, age and auditory discrimination. The
criterion varfnble was`ltitlitory blending.

Findings

The correlation coefficients provided by the BMDO2R Step--
wise Regression Computer Program reveged'slight but ettgle;
Really significant correlations between the variables mental
ages, auditory discrimination and auditory blending. The high-
est correlation was between mental age and auditory discrirni-
ngion_(.35) folleyed by mental age'and auditory blending (.28).
The lowest positive correlation was between auditory discrimi-
nation and auditory blendine.(.25). 'The (pregoing coefficients-
were statistically significant. The coefficient of correlation
between the product variable, mental age X auditory discrimi-
nation, and auditory him:ling Was negatlye (-.19) and not stens-
tically significant.

The findings in relation to the 'three directional hypotheses
, indicated mental age and,auclitorty discrintimatioll do kontribute

signifiearylly to auditory blending ebility.wheri not tested in con-
junction Rh the product variable mental age X auditory- die,-
crirningion. Ilowevee, when all three hypotheses are tested

Conclusion

rho toile : ;re hl sod lip.in the indin
si-ott be considered with reference to the limitations of this
study;

,ge is ih best predictor of blending ability with
auditory liecrimireltiun the second best predictor of the vari-
ables in this sl urie.

2. The heir?, ,earure the child is mentally and the higher the
child's auditor] u e .nination score is, the better is the abil-
ity to blend one-IvIlable words.

Inure arc farece 5 other than auditory discrimination and
mental age which contribute to tee ability to blend monosyllabic
'Words.

4. First aria second grade rhildren from middle, upper
middle socioeconomic environineets are average or above ay..'
erage iii mental ability, in auditory discrimination, and In audi-
tory blending ability.

AN ANALYSIS OF THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AUDI
TORY PROCESSING SKILLS AND READING ACHIEVEMENT
AT THE KLNDERGARTEN AND FIRST GRADE LEVELS

Order No. 7819513

NEIJM
185pp.

usan Balms, Ed.!). University ot the Pacifie, 1977.

PURPOSE: This study was designed o measure the effects
otan auditory training program. The primary goal was to In-
vestigate whether auditory skills can be taught. A-secondary
goal was to determine if these auditory processing skills, as
defined in the training program, facilitated growth in overall
reading achievement.

PROCEDURE: Students from seventeen kindergarten and
first grade classrooms in the Branford Public School System
were chociell to participate in this study. Schools were ran-
domly assigned to the experimental and control groups. The
experimental group participated in the Auditory Processing
Training Program, an instructional systern using audio taped
lessons and worksheets, five to fifteen minutes in length, three
times weekly for a petted of seven months. Both the expeel-
mental and control groups were exposed to the traditional basal
prograin of reading instruction (Ginn 360). In order to equalize
treatment among the experimental classrooms, controls were
implemented regarding tlieo environment, the teacher'p re'le zed
the student aides., Three test measures were administered to
mimes growth in the student's auditory proceSsing, visual per-
ception, and reading achievement skilla: the Auditory Process-
ing Test, the Motor-Free Visual Perception Teat, and the Mete
topolitan Achievement Test. Analyses of covariance were
utilized to examine differences between the two groups. The
Pearson prOauet-moment cerrelation coefficient was computed
to analyze the relationship between auditory and visual percep-
tion for the experimental and control groups. In addition, the
treatment group was divided into three levee: high, middle;
and low on initial reeding accilevernent scores to determine
which group was most affected by the instructional program.

FINDDIGS:

1) The improvement in auditory processing scores for the.
treatment group w_ aesignificantly higher than the 65ntinal Fag),
at the first grade level. The results at the kindergarten level
are mixed, due to methodological problems which preva--L4
collection of valid pretest data. Therefore all inferences about



4) 'titer were no sigdficani differences in tmpr.eirermeot
is, reading achievement between the treatment and control group
at-the first grade level. However, at the kindergarten level,
the control group scared significantly higher than the treatment
group on the &mind-Symbol Relationship subtest of the Metro.
plain Reading Readiness Test.

5) Auditory and visual perceptual skills were highly car=
- related in both treatment and control groups.

CONCLUSIONS: Results of this experiment indicated that
auditory skills can be taught. Improvements in Auditory Sound
Blending, Auditory Sequential Memory and Auditory Visual In-
tegration were significantly higher for the treatment group in
the first grade. This was especially true for children at the
low and middle levels of reading achievement. This improve-
ment In auditory skins however, did not translate into increased
reading achievement within the etperimental period. It could
be that significant effeebi will be-in evidence later on, but fur-
ther ihseerch will beneceseary to explore this possibility.

Difficulties in testing thesenkills among kindergarten-chil-
dren severely limit the ability to measure treatment effects at
this age level. A different experimental design will be nacos-
eery if further research is to proceed successfully.

RECOMMENDATIONS: Replications of this study using a
heterogeneous population would augment the-inferential con-
clusions drawn from this study. In addition, a simplified ear-
WC of the program for the pre-kindergarten and kindergarten
levels, would allow for a true test of the usefulness of auditory
processing training. However, due to the general finding that
auditory processing skills are not transferable to reading
achievement, new avenues of research emphasizing language
improvement, particularly at the kindergarten level, are rec-
ommended.

%THE EFFECTS OF TRAINING IN SYNTHESIS-LEVEL CON-
CEPTUALIZATION UPON -LOW-ACHIEVING FIRST .4.14D

FIFTH GRADE RS INVOLVED- IN 'A- LITE FLTUBE- BASED
OFICASS--AOE TUTORING PROGRAM Order No. 7814957

OLIVER, Jo-Ellen, Ph.D. University of Georgia, £978. 190pp.
Supervisors: George E. Mason and Robert Palmatier

This study was undertaken to determine the effects of two 0
approaches to, literature-based tutoring Forty-onelow-achlev7
Ing fifth graders taught 43 lowachieving first graders twice
weekly for a period of 15 weeks. All fifth-grade children re-
ceived preservice and inservice training and read at least two
Stories weekly to the younger children and taught them a few
Word' and letters. Experimental fifth-grade, children were
taught, by use of concrete objects, thencletters, then words, and
then stories, to discriminate, to abstract and to generalize, and
finally to synthesize concepts from two or More stories and
their own experience.

All children were tested for intelligence, reading achieve-
ment, attitudes toward reading, and self-concept. In addition,-
fifth-grade students were tested for ability to make conceptual

_,_,---nisponses and for atglity to synthesize concepts on a criterion-
referenced instrument created for tills study.

Half of the experirileptal and half of the control children at
both grade levels were pretested (I's per requirements of the
Solomon Pour Experimental Research Design). All of the chil-
dren were postlested.

Except on sell- concept and Reasoning subtexts of the SRA-
PMA at fifth-grade level and on reading comprehension at fifth-

. grade level, both experimental and control children received
higher mean posttest scores than pretest scores. Analysis of
variance, however, yielded significant differences between ex

At first grade .even analysk of va-itice on posttest 'scores
yielded significant differences between experimental and control
children on Vocabulary subtest scores. and Total scoreof the.
California Achievement Test and on the Number Facility sub-
test of the SRA-PM. When analysis of covariance was per-
formed, using the pretests as covariants, the differences be-
tween experimental and control dhUdren were not significant. =-

Moderate correlation coefficients were found between the
scores on A Tentative Criterion Referenced Test to Measure
Thinking Processes and_ the total scores of the SRA-PMA, the
Number Facility subtest of the SRA-PMA, the Reasoning sub-
test of the SRA-PMA and the Comprehension subtest scores
of the California Achievement Test. Low correlatiOns were
found between the Verbal Meaning subtest of the SRA -PMA,
the Vocabulary subtest of the California Achievement Test and
A Tentative Criterion Referenced Test to Measure Thinking
Processes-

THE RELATIONSHIPS AMONG THE VARIOUS LANGUAGE
ABILITIES: ORAL READING, WRITTEN LANGUAGE,
ORAL LANGUAGE AND ,-VERBAL LANGUAGE IN GRADES
ONE THROUGH EIGHT Order No. 7823414

SCHEIB, Vivienne Vera, Ed.D. Brigham Young University,
1978. 151pp. Chairman: H. Clifford Claxk

The purpose of this study was to determine the relationship
and differences in the grade egnitmlent scores among °retie
trig achievement; written language, oral language, and verbal
language of primary, intermediate, and junior high students in
grades one through eight in the &mot Glen Elementary School,
Sunol, California, during the school yea 1977-1978.

It was found that all possible combinations of oral reading
achievement, written language, oral language, and verbal lin-
gungancores for grades one through eight overall, were found
to be significant to the .01 level, thus indicating a high degree
of relationship among the four variables, oral reading achfeve -
mint, and written, oral, and verbal language.

It was concluded from this study that a child who speaks
well, writes well and has a good vocabulary tends to read well.

THE EFFECT OF COMPUTER PERSONALIZATION OF
PRACTICE MATERIALS ON SPELLING' INSTRUCTION

SCHRAGER, Sue. Ecl.D_Uninersity-of-Southern cat_ auo-m-;1978:
alrperson: Professor Newton S. Metfessel

PiwAe. The purpose of this study was to investigate the
effect of personaliied spelling practice materials used as a
plement to a state-adopted iipeller en the spelling performance
of third grade public school students.

The following reseirch questions were tnvestigated: (I) To
what extent, if any, did personalized spelling practice materials
used as a supplement to a state-adopted speller improve the r
spelling performance of third-grade students on the Wide Raw
Achievement Test, Spelling Level I and on a test of the words i

drawn from the spelling lists to be learned in Lippincett's Basic
-, Book D? (2) To what extent, if any, did personalized



television program. The dependent variables were general
spelliMg performance (as measured by the Jastak Wide Flange
Achievement Test, Spelling Lovell) and specific spelling per-

_ formance (as measured by a test drawn from the spelling lists
presented in Lippincott's Basic Spelling, Book D). The teach-
ers in all the classrooms followed t4e procedures and time
limits imposed by the curriculum specifications of the Glendale
Unified School District. Subjects comprised 88 boys and girls
in the third grade, in two suburban schools. To control for pos-
sible reactive effects, one school was randomly selectee is the
experimental group (personalized spelling practice mare %Is)
and the other school as the control group. Data were analyzed
through Analyses of Covariance.

Analysis of the data resulted in the following find-
ings: (1) Pereglealized spelling practice materials used as a
supplement to rstate-adopted speller do seem to significantly
improve the spelling performance of third grade students on a
standardized test (q 6.329, 2 a < .05). (2) Personalized spell-
ing practice materials do not seem to significantly improve the
spelling performance of third graders on a test of the words
drawn from the speller. (3) Personalized spelling practice ma-
terials do not seem to differentially imp_ rove the s:)elling per-
formance of third grade boys and girls on a standardized test.
(4) Personalized spelling practice materials do not seem-to
differentially improve the spelling performance of third grade
boys and girls on a test of the words drawn from the speller.

ConchLsions. The following conclusions seem to be war-
ranted :,, (1) The addition of personalized-variables to practice
materials in a subject, batch as spelling, did appear to eignifi-

'candy improve gene:rat spelling performance as measured by
a staralardized test; and (2) the finding that there was no -sig-
nificant sex differential contradicts current research. Person-
abeatinn might provide an added interest factor for the boys.
The question should be explored further.

Recommendations. -Based on the findifige and 6:inclusions
of this study, the following recommendations may be made:
(1)A. modified replication of the present study should be made
in which (si) the duration of the treatment is extended to one
academic year, (b) a larger sample size is utilized, (c) a clif
ferisnt spelling series is used, (d) multicultural backgrounds
should be included, and (e) remedial spellers shotild be exam-
hsed IS a subgroup. (2) Personalization could be applied to
other learning situations, such as number facts, alphabetizing,
literal comprehension, and the presentation of survival Infor-
mation, as a means of adding interest and stimulating enthu-
siasm.

(Copies available from Micrographics Department, Doherty
Library, USC, Los Angeles, CA 90007.)

THE RELATIONSHIP BETWEEN AN INSTRUCTIONAL
LEVEL 'IN SPELLING AND THE INSTRUeTIONAL LEVEL
IN READING AMONG ELEMENTARY SCHOOL CHILDREN

Order No. 7810552

SIMMONS. Janice Louise, Ed.D. University of Northern Colo-
rado. 1978. 131pp.

The Problem

The purpose of this study was to investigate the relation-
ship of the instructional level in reading to an instructional
level in spelling. Specifically, this investigation sought an-
owe.w.e. +n tha-fniirituintr nvicautinnc. 1 rInala rolafinnallin Prikt

constructed by the investigator. The inventory consisted of
spelling tests for grade levels two through eight. The hiihest
text level at which from 75 to 88 percent of the words were
corrbctly spelled was designated as the instructiopal level.
The instruction level In reading was determined for each
child by means of the word recognition test of the Standard
Reading Inventory, and was designated as the level at which
testing was terminated minus one level.

The results of the spelling inventory tests and the word
recognition tests were tabulated as grade placement scores
indicating the instruction levels in reading and spelling for
each individual. The correlation coefficient was computed for
the instructional grade level scores in reading and spelling.
A t-test for dependent variables was used to determine the sig-
nificance of the correlation between the instructional level In
spelling and the Instructional level in reading.

Results

The correlation coefficienl for instructional grade level
scores in reading and spelling was found to be .9178. A t-test
for significance of the correlation yielded a t value of 15.993.
The correlation was found to be significant, with p < .0005. In
50 percent of the cases tested, the instructional level in spell-
ing was found-to be one grade level below the instructional
level in reading.

Conclubions

1. It is common practice to select instructional materials
for spelling at the grade level corresponding to current grade

- placement, The results of this investigation show use of ouch
a method to select instructional materials waaaccuratl in 18
percent of the eases studied, but would seem to result in either
frustration or lack of challenge for the majority of students.
2. Thirty-sight children were found to have instructural levels
in reading at the same level or above their present grade place- .4.
ment, while nineteen children were foUnd to have instructional
levels in spelling at their present grade level or above.= me
need to determine instructional levels in spelling is indicated
in order to facilitate growth in spelling ability commensurate
with growth in reading ability, 3. The instructional level in
reading equaled or exceeded the instructional level in spelling
in all cases, studied. The student who has an instructional level
in reading below the grade level in which he is placed cannot be
expected to benefit from instruction in spelling using spelling
materials that are at the grade level in which the student is
currently placed. 4. The instructional level in spelling can be
predicted with knowledge of the instructional level in mini
Such a prediction should be followed by -careful monitoring
the child's performance at the instructional level in order that
necessary adjustments can be made in the level of instruct
tional material used.
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The Problem; The present study, was designed to examine
and explore Dawson's emphases on four strands in_language
learning for teachers and students of the American English
language arts in the elementary schools of the United States
Of America. This study sought to find and isolate those major
emphases made by Dawson in the language arts strands of oral
language, reading, written composition, and grammar.

Procedures: Historical research procedures were uti-
lized in this study. Primary source materials used in this
study were: (1) personal interviews with Dawson; (2) corre-
epondence from Dawson; and (3) books, articles, pamphlets,
and leaflets written by Dawson. Secondary source material
used in this study were (1) personal interviews With
Dawson's co-authors, colleagues, organizational co-workers,
and former students; (2) correspondence from Dawson's co-
authors, colleagues, organizational co-workers, and former
students; and (3) books, articles, pamphlets, and but etins
which outlined the historical and philosophical development
of American English language arts from the 1890's until the
1930's.

Finding:1: Dawson believed that the scientific movemed,
With emphasis on child development theories, learning theo-
ries, and objective testing, helped tb formulate proper cur -
lcular content in language arts school programs. She ad-

red to a language arts program which supported practical
and functional use of language. In all four selected language
arts strands she emphasized subject matter and learning mate-
rials which reflected both children's interests and actual life
experiences.
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