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. Summary Rssults QI The DDDDS Language Arts and
o @ Matllsmstlcs Assessment Grades 3 and 6, 1978

" The Department ot Dsfsnss Dspﬂndants Schobdls (DQDDS) administerad the Language Arts
and Mathematics suwsy achieyement tests to spprsxlmstsly 20,000 puplis in the three reglon 8
schools durlng May.1978. Thigireport presents a summary o the results.

\\1 j!

i Background Y \n L » :
The survey achlevement tésts wsls tly’ dsvslopsd by DoDDS an the Wsstlnghouss Learn: -
ing Corporatlon. The tasts focls on'program evaluation and measure pupil achievement in
Reading, Language Aris, and Mathematics. Each of the sub-tests contain tests items
measuring specific DODDS pragram ob)ectlvss Approximately 100 test items were devel-
oped to msssurs pupll schlsvsmant for each of the three sub-tests. - J-.T :

Prsssdurss CS ‘:“\’ . ' /

A sampling tschnlqus was smplgysd which gsthsrsd pupll assessment data sgslnst all 300

- test ltems. stever each pupil was required to respond to only 50 sampled fjems. The data,
collected uslng this sampling prscedurs provide rellable and valid group performance Infor- *
mation. Thsy do not, however, allow for reporting individual pupll and classroom results.
Scores srs rsp@ﬂsd for the schcol ths rsglcm-a;pd forthe sntlrs DGDDS sshgsl system.

Stsndards : ’ { 0 * -
Currlcumm specialists and tsschergroup from within D@DDS established mlr)lmslly sccspt-
able ‘and desirable levels of achleveinentJgreach test item. These standards were aggre-
gatsd toyielda program expectancy rsﬁgs for each of the subcontsnt areas of program

~ objectives. Thsfgpwsr end of the grogram expectancy.range represents the minimally accept-
,sbls group psrfc:rrnaﬁcs level (A group score at or balow this level would indicate a weak-

/ ness area faf this component 0 thetanguage Arts or Mgthematics curriculum. The upper
end of the range represents dssirsbls ar optimal levels Qrc:up achlevement. Group scores

fslling ator sbsvs this end of the range would ihdicate pr@gram strsngth areas.

Many of the test ltsms suppllsd by Wsstlngheuss had beén sdmlnlstsrsd ts a selected sample
of sixth grade students in school districts across the colintry. The aggregated scores for
this group of sixth graders are presented next td the DoDDS scores as one means of com-
~ paring performance. Inall cases, except one, DoDDS pufil performance exceeded that of
the comparison'groyps. The comparison group’s scores also allow for some Judgment con-
.cerning the vslldnty and {curssy of the prs -set r;)mgrsrn sxpestsncy rangss
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Language Arts L

Pupil porformance rasults for the six contont areas tested by tha third grade Lanquago Arts
sub-test are presented in Tahlo 1. For all six arcas DoDDS third grado pupils continued in

1978 to score above the desirable standards'sot by the schodl systom. The aggregated pet-
“tormance In the fotr traditional reading content aroas, interpretation, comprehension, word
meaning and structure, and sound to symbol relationships, suggest a relatively high levol of
achievement in reading for the 10,000 + pupils who were administered this tdst. Athorough * °
follow-up of performanco on each item for cach of the content areas shovld substantiate

this interpretation. The group performancdon tho items comprising the spelling and study
skill areas is also strong, particularly when compared to the program expectancy range set

i

forthese content areas. - N A _
. ’ . : Yo )

=

A}
4

Mathematics - ) ' '
Viewed across the ¢leven content areas le@i (Tabld 2), third grade mathematics.achlove-
ment was generally at or above the upper limits of the expectancy ranges’set. This'is con-
sistent with the previous year's resulls. The aggregated rgsylts for the five basicgmputa-

tlon skill areas, numeration, addition, subtraction, multiplication and divislonssuglest con-

. tinued strong group performance; the exception was\subtraction, where results cq‘\inued
within the middle of the barrBJ. Again, a full item analysis for each content area will yleld a
more definitive interpretation.. ' S .
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.7 Sixth Grade

Language Arts . h .
Tan contant arean wearo assodsoed in tho sixth grado Esmnn;mu Arts aub-tost (Table 3). For the
two contant areas diradtly roprosanting réading akills, comprehension and word meaning
and structure, pupll-performance for both years was slgnificantly above that of arepresenta:
tivo U.S. population. In addition, this performange was at or above the desirable oxpoectancy ™
lovels set. For the remaining Languago Arts C(}fgl(}nl areas, DoDDS pupil perlormanca ox- '
ceedod that of the comparison groups. Results for writing skills, usage, speliing and capital:
Lzation suggest strong achicvemaoent lovels for theso areas, patticularly when the DoDDS per-
formanceis ccmp??md with that of the compartison groups and the standards sot by tho
school System. The Telatively poor performance in the sentenca patlorns and sentonce corn:
© . ponents content area requires further item analysis. Ona explanation may be the items v ,
themsolves, which use traditional grammer terminology no longer ug’w{zc! in the elementary
- schools 10 teach about the structure of English. The tagttiat a representative U.S popula:
tion hdd similar gifticulty with this sot of items gives :‘Qgrﬁb' evidence of support to tha interpre:
tation. In generdT0aDOS pupll parfarmance approached or excealled the desirable lavels of
“achlovement established to evaluate the Languago Arts programy/ Only inthe content arcas
of sentenco patterns and punctuation does the DoDDS pertorma cngi_éﬁa\r‘t from the uppor
levels of the program expectancy tanges. e
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