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Let's Explore OUr Playground
The function of this unit is to stimulate thechild to have
an increasing awareness of his/her immediate environment.
The unit ig intended to be an on-going theme throughout the
Infants School for asshort,,or long a period as proves profitable.
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Specific Objectives

1 Investigate the playground
envirorgnent at different
levels and in Many
directions

I

2 Us6 the senses to collect
inform7ation.

3 Develop an interest in
making.and arranging
collections.

4 Develop Mathematical and S:t....VV44,
Scientific concepts,

Learning Objectives

,

2 Identify grasses, shrubs,
trees

3 Identify different habitats

Classify, compare and
contrast the animal life
of the playground

4 Build up simple food
chains

s
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Attitigies
This unit aims to develop the child's:

1 Curiosity and interest to
further explore in his/her
own time.

2 Honesty in recording
observations.

0

3 Consideration for other
living things.

4 Responsibility for care and
maintenance of the
environment.
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Scope of The Wit_
Explorations to tie a? all levels, above, below, under and arOund.,

Look
at areas

grassy
concrete

bare
under trees

pool
' Ipshy

aviary
near/ buildi gs

da
dry

Geography
plans, aspect,

high and low plates,
drainage-, dry,
boggy areas;

wind direction,
position of sun,

rock outcrops.

Obsdrve
living things

non living things
,differences
similarities

shapes
colotA
patterns
shadows'

LET'S EXPLORE
OUR PLAYGROUNe'

Hear
animal sounds
plant sounds
weather sounds
mechanical
'sounds

Smell
earth smells
plant smells

animal swells
fragrant,'strahge

unpleasant'
Use and Care

recreation
lunch-time use.
week-end use

care of equipment
'Itter, vandalism

responsibility

History-change
has playground
always beenthe same?
what of future?
natural communities
grow, change, die.
posSible
improvements and
consequences.
possiblt happenings.

Touch And feel
asphalt, concrete
bricks, pebbles
stones, rocks
wire, wood
earth, bark
leaves, flowers
feathers

.4



IntegrateerActivities

Mathematics and
Science

sort, classify, match,
oretei- and measure
Sets,and attributes
time', shadows and
change
weather
maps aridgraphs
symmetry

.

A

Language

discussions and
talks
individual, group and
class
vocabulary building

,written expression
creative writing

Social Science

use care and
maintenance of the
playground
respdnsibility to the
school community,
history and geography
of the school and
playground,

LET'S EXPLORE OUR PLAYGROUND

-use environmental-
material for collages,
wall charts, pictures,
maki.6gmodels,
dioramas
illustrations for class
bboks and stories
.rubbings, printing and
painting
'modelling with clay,
plasticene and
playdough

k
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Music and Literature

stories, poems
and songs
relevant music

Excursions

visit a local bush
area
.other playgrounds

is

Drama and Creative
Dance

simple role play
e.g. if I. was an ant.
guessing games
e.g. what am I?

what am I smelling?
what sound is this?
imitation on tapes
,of playground
sounds



ground sheets
plastic bags and
containers

hand lenses
earth sieve
funneI

pencils and booklets
where appropriate

Introductory Activitie

Look out of the window ,
"What do you see?"

2 A walk in the playground; discussion
on how much, or, how little was
observed.

hoops
ropes
metre squares

1.

secateurs or scissors
(teacher Only)-

3 A sub-unit of the five senses to
sharpen the child's powers of
obserVation.

A

4 Use of a visual 'a-id stich as a picture
talk, film,"filmstriPs, or slides.

mea8uring sticks
and tapds

d.
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Activity 1
The Asphalt or Concrete Area

time: 1 week approximately

1 ie)

I .,

quantities, later
make

A t
ake a graph of

ktranspose this to chart ""\ in classroom. 1

(fir

ollect all non-living objects
sort into sets.

,' 4

classify as*bio-degradable
.. or not.'

return to earthen area
, items such as leaves,

twigs, grass, (even food
scrap8 if, buried) to make
comj?)ost.

dispose litter in garbage
bin

discuss-findings.
discuss litter problem:
whose r esponsibility?

fc,

unt for:
living things. but
look and leave

behind, except
forijant samples.

indke a kst of animals and
habitats.
were there nihny"?
( see chart)

0
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isten for
sounds at all levels .natUi
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hnOdreds

a great, many

Many

A.

FOUND ON THE CONCRETE

several

a few

two only

one only

In

C
CO

(16
a; In

C

eel for:,
texture,

temperature and
pliability..

concrete and
bricks.

metal of railings, bubblers and taps.
.ywood.of seats, shade trees, leaves, bark and branches.

make rubbings.

,
.

1 WM./cracks of concrete
j-- the garbage 4n

the bin or on the ground.
"."--- leaves of plants and trees.

mall for: ,

the earth in

In

See page 8 for integrated activities

A
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--- . Activity 2 .

The Grassy ,Area

opk for:
living and non-living things.aMate notice different habitats and
growth patterns.

compare life styles and anatomy.
observe specific areas
by making transects,

laying down hoops or measuring off
metre squares.

compare findings.
remove small clod of grass
and earth.
investigate fQr content.

Listen, touch and smell as for concrete area.

TRANSECT OF GRASSY AREA

draw a line between two
interesting places, eg
between a tree and a bank.
collect samples along this
line.

leaf litter

12
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Activity 3
Trees and Leaf Litter \

ook at
shape-of trees, foliage, flowers,
fruit, bark, root formation.

whether deciduous,
evergreen, coniferous
trunks and make estimates
and measurements of height and girth.

,.'hook for' living things under the
....- .... IW - minibeasts, birds, reptiles ?-hat tree.

..-.- have the tree for a home. life in the leaf litter.
--oft-- how they protect discover small creatures by

themselves through camouflage using an earth sieve for
and defence mechanisms. this experiment.

shadows and shadow patterns.
reasons; if any, for positions of trees, and present
usage by the school community.

Listen touch and smell as for concrete area.

EXPERIMENT WITH lamp is left on overnight or for
LEAF LITTER.

glass container

several hours.

leaf litter

bugs drop cfown----

large funnel

wire netting

rt
13



Activity 4
Water in The Playground

,1 POOLS AND PUDDLES

4 /

eV: 17, to
,,4 > ,

11111111474.4',

Watch
for change in Water level
and investigate cause
what happens if water
is polluted e g

detergent added to
puddle

L

14

,t
Look

at the skin of the water.
down through the water.
for reflections
for floating things
for animals and plants

living on or in the
water

41,
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2 CREEKS

as before where
applicable

explore bed of creek, mud,
sand, pebbles, rocks,
water weeds.
note direction and flow
of water.

note places where direction
and flow changes.
why?
observe animals and plants
in moving water.

note differences and
similarities.

Listen, touch, smell and taste
(at teacher's discretion)

15



Activity 5
Looking Upwards

looking upwards for
clouds, cloud cover,
colour, shape, high or low,
kinds of clouds, weather
predictions. for movement of clouds,

trees, birds, smoke,
weather vanes, fla6S,
washing, dust, aeroplanes,
kites.

for affect of wind or activity
and speed of movements
in sky.
windless day no
movement.

patterns and shapes
for rainbows.
atrrnrjhei-ic pollution and
bushfires

16

Listen. smell and feel



Activity 6

History and Change

look for:
evidence of change.
signs indicating former use
of playground.
remains of bush.

remains of orcl/ards,
former agricultural or
horticultural use.

; foundations or other
evidence of old building
sites, wells, etc.
domeStic artifacts

research history by consulting:
home libraries.,
old church records.
Land's Department library.
parent knowledge.

,community residents.

4^11114,Mt.z.

1 8
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Concluding Activities

make a model of the playground.
make dioramas depicting different areas.
ma4 a school shadow clock.
act a play about the life of plants and animals foun
create an ideal playground in any medium.
establish a nature trail or "Use Your Senses" trail.

THE "USE YOUR SENSES" TRAIL

S.P. = starting point

18
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Examples of stops
on the trail

2 Macinlamia Nut.
look up and see the'
nuts.
not ripe till they fall.
feel prickles on leaf
edge.

8 Peppermint Gum.
smell one leaf crushed
by your teacher.

12 Angophora.
look at the beautiful
tree.
look and listen for
birds.
feel smooth, rusty
bark.
look for insects.



Resources

Books for Teachers and Children
SCIENCE 5/13
Early Investigations 1 & 2
Early Experiences
Early Exploration
Minibeast
Trees
Tackling Problems 1 & 2

Nuffild/Cedo
Mathematics,
The First Three Years-

Mass, Nuri

Science Experiences
Environmental Education
Field work
Teachers' Handbook
Series of Bird Booklets
Australian Nature Series
in C9lotA

Wonderland of Nature
Australian Wildflower Magic

MacDonald Starters
Course for Young Experimenters

Schoenheimer & Winch
Silver in the Sunlight
I Can Touch the Sky

Films

Audio Visual Media

Catalogue of 16mm Films.
Burwood Teaching Resource Centre.
Focus on Self Development S.R.A.

MacDonald

Chambers, Murray, Wiley

2t)

Franklin Watts

Gould League N.S.W.
Gould League N.S.W.

Gould League Vic.

Reed

Writers Press
Writers Press

MacDonald
Oak Tree Press

Jacaranda Press
Jacaranda Press
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