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THE SECRETARY OF HEALTH, EDUCAT1ON,,iXTVD WELFARE
tt; tcWASHINGTON, D. C. 2 02 0 1

V" 1

*

The Preildent
The:White House
Washington, D C. 2050

Dear Mr. President:

June 20's 978

^N.

.1 n
I am ple'ased to 'join with\the National Planning and Advisory CouniAl
.of the Whipe kouse-COnference on Handicapped IndividUais in forwarVitti
to you this plan of administrative and legislative'ACtion'for irdplemen-=:
ting the retommendatlfins of the White House Conference on Handicapped
Individuals. ThelCoulAil has produced an extensive set of.recOmmended'
actions.

The action items'are based on the'recommendations made 1:1-4ielegates to
the White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals, ld reflect 'thes
accumulated experience of those delegates.

The Pla provides us w ith valuable document that will serve as an .

port esource in developi legislativerecoMmendations'-andiprogram
initiatives. I am creating Within the Department a White Housft.Conference

Viction Unit to initiate and monitor the tremendous amount of work tylat
must be done to evaluate these .actions steps carefully, to gather'fhe type'
of information necessary to develop them fully, and to draft the detailed
Hs cifiletiong. This'Unie stands ready'to provide liaison- to the White
H use and Congression4' staff office!s%

The National Planning and Advisory Council-and all of our nation's
Citizens who par icipated'in theoWhite Hpuse cp nfdpence on Handicapped'
Individuals are t be than d f4Xproviding us with the direction necessary
to improve the capaci y of pe 0-e.ns with disabilities 1with full
Satisfaction in our,sociey/-

ySincerely, so

/ v.

Enclopure

Joseph W. Ca if no,

y
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White .House Conference.on Handicapped individual's

IMPLEMENTATI9N PLAN PRESENTED
TO .PIRESIDFNT, CONGRESS.

,

f I
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,
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Tfils goal qihaving a clearly defined public,policy on hand-
icapped incliViduals took a giant step4loser.to .reality ,

recently 'when the final implementation Plan develtiped ,
IrouNthe recommendations of the deiegatekto the White

of Health, 'Ed ation', and
House Conference on Handicapped Indtvid (WHCHI)
was approved by Secretary
Welfare Joseph A.Aslifanci, Jr.,and formall' delivered to
the President Wiandngresi for Specific action., .

. ..:
I a. VThe plan is the cultitttiation ofiantinprecedented two year

effort that has involved thouSanda of handicapped
individuals, their families', providers of services and other
advocates (see White House conference prod s, page 6).
It is the most definitive documentations of the r eeds and
requir-ed actions of disabled Americans to dat

the 420 final recommendations address in detail the
health, education, vocation, social, and economic' needs
of individual§ with disabilities. as well as federal activities
which maw-impact on the lives of handicapped persons,
inpluding tax policy, urbant. and rural development,
transportation, housing, culture and leisure time activities,
national parks. business and chmmerce, and public
awareness and son.§itivity,

In his transmittal letter to the President and Congressl
WHCHI Chairman Henry Viscardi, Jr., called for imme-
diate-attention to the'following areas of concern ideptifie
in the Implementation Plan.

Basic to the successful imp rnentation of the delegate
recommendations is the ecog all' major
initiatives of the unique and,di eeds of individuals
who are handicapped. From"the Administration and

Focal point for the implementation of the actions rec-
ommended in the Implementation Plan shall be the es-

. tablishment of a Federal center or office for coordinat-
ing programs and efforts on behalf of indhciduals with
handicaps. The center or offide would provide to; the.
conduct of the critical functions of advocacy, coordina-
tion, assessment, enforcement, census data collections,
barrier removal, public awareness. and assurance of all
rights under the Civil RightsAct.

it,.
Equally important, the Implementation Plan calls for the
designation of aft individual by the President to function
at the Executive level in the policy and decision making

hh .
- process. This individual wouill be placed' within the

Office of the President an charged with responsibility
for coordinating all, pOltcie and administrative activity
which' a"ffecf individuals with diSnhil010q and their/ ..1families,

. .

/From these initial actions, the government can begin to
implement the specific strategies 'outlined in the almple-
mentation Plan (see Phority Arlion Items, page 4).

Secretary Califano has already announced the formation
of a seven-person Action Unit within DHEW to initiate,
monitor and evaluite the recommendations in the plan,
and to serve as liaison to the White House and Congres-
sional staff offices.

The action ,Unit w I be supported by three advisory
groups, including a DHEW Intra4gency Committee.-an
Inter-Departmental Task Force; and an Advisory Council
selected from groups involved in the White House Con-
ference. Ten Advisory Council members would have

Congrtss these initiatives should include, but not be disabiliti
limited to, welfare reform, tax reform, health insurance, , ices
labor and economic reform, end social security pro-4 provid
grams. Immediate action should be taken to appoint pqblic 1
handicapped consumers, as well as 1, their .,

parents/guardians and organizations repretenting '
them, to all committees established to deal with these
iskes at the approptiate administrative levels.

2

DHEW's Office of H,um Development Serv-
Office for Handicapped 'viduals will also
rogram support-for evaluation, legislation. and
rmation activities.

The final recommendations of the White Fuse Confer-
ence have beer] grouped to reflect the activities to be per-

,,formed by the Federal, State or local government or the



. Ofiv.ate. sector. SiSetific feder91 legislation or administra-
:five responsibilities have ,befen assigned for required
riliCtion.:in each of the recommended areas -- support of

.services, research, training, 'advocacy, 'enforcernent,.
information, etc. Actions.for which responsibility resides
with State or local goverhmen1 or the "private sectorhave
'been identified without attempting to fix precise responsi-
bility dutd the differences in processes and procedures
among the many jurisdictions.

,AbOtit 40. percent of the ,final recommendations will
. require the attention of :congresi and the Federal Gov-

ernment. A significaht portion oflhe actions Will involve
State and loc governmentan the remainder will be'the
frOponsibilitY o . the piivate sector.

e

The Implementati n Plantes beeh organizeto allow the
reader with a major ervice focushealth,,fiansportation,
housing4 etc. to reed only that section,endunderstand
the action desired by the delegates to address those
particular needs. Major areas of cross-cutting concerns,
however, are addressed throughout the plan.

`.' .,

'Recognition of the importance of inter-relationships
among the needs of indivisivals withhancliaap's isernpha-

. sized as prerequisite for effective plaanning'of human ierv-
ices and economic support systems. Representation of
! ''handicapped individuals at all levelSof pbricy-setting and

decision-making, and public awareness and the need for
attitudinal. change see also major Cross-cutting Concerrj,S,
as well as employment, training, educatibn, human and
civil rightS;rindependent an alternatiVe living arrange-
ments. and attention to the ique and special needs of
some individuals with disa ities

Authors of the Implementation Flag stress that these
cross-cutting concern's do not constitute a costly set of
initiatives, Comprehensive planning; "coOrdinatiOn, and
administrativVmanagement can resultrin more efficient
and cost-efferctive service delivery. systems. Money saved
through consolidation, redir iiorl,retraining, and rede-
ployment of existing dollar and human resources; and
better communication amo g protriders of similar ,serv-
ices can be redirected into direct services for which there
will bean economic return, an increase in productivity, a
sense of self=fulfiiiment end for many,,independencet.::.

1.

Or

rJ

As the authors state, "It is simply reasonable and right to
.spend some time, thought and energy in order to address
these legitimate concerns and rights of Americans with
disabilities.,
The National Planning and Advisory Committee notes,
however,:that the findings contained'in the report of the
White House Conference on.Hanticapped Individuals will
remain nothing more than simply a report unless there is a
viable implementation plan and a powerful commitment at
the National, State and local levels. The Committee'is
confident tharthey have both.

Plans are already being Made to implement Some of the
recommendations of delegapps to the White House Con-
ference. "A specific list of iniilatives recently proposed by
the White House, .a tentative.agenda for action by DHEW's
Rehabilitation Services Administration, and an update of
activities at the state lever are offered, in this issue of
Orograms for the Handicapped.

Members oil theWhite Houee Conference's National Plan-
ning and Advis'ory.Council, who were the primary authors
of the Implementation Plan, caution: .however,,that the
plan is just a beginning:. The: real effort to insure that
people with disabilities are able to 'participate fully in
society and enjoy its benefits is still ahead. Its is a task that
will require the combined effort of go\i'ernment at all levels
and the support and ir/nlverrient of the entire t,
succoeid.

Ari initial 'printing ,M the WHCHI Implementation Plan will
include automatic distibOtion to all participants of the
White House Conference and all Member's of Congress
Additional distribution has.lnot been determined 'al this
time: ho-Wever.so.a.nyone interested in receiving cc.r. v
the Implementation Plan should dirPCt inat lir i°r

Office for Handicapped Individuals, DHEW
r3cio m 338D Hubert H. Humphrey BoildifIn
Vvashingtpn, D.0 2020.1

r
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White House Conference Implementation Plan

Priority Action He J .

The National Planning and A Couticil has identi-
fied the following priority a n items among the 810 rec-
ommendations and 142 resolutions passed. by the
delegates to t ite House Conference on Handi-
capped individ

FORMULATION OF NA-Tie)NAL POLICY

The Administration shall move immediately to firmulate
and issue a strong statement of national policy to ensure
that individuals with disabilities may particlOate fully in

. our society with full enjoyment of its benefits

Formulation of this policy shall include and go beyond
reference to health, education, vocation, social. and
economic needs of individuals with dRabilities and
encompass all Federal activities which interact with
people and which may impact on the lives of persons with
disabilities, including tax policy. urban and rural develop
ment. transportation, housi,g. recreation, national parks,
business ar,ri (-of vnr re, rittri
BAngitiVity

The Administration shall include individuals with disabili-
ties, their parents or guardians, and their organi7ationq in
this formulation of policy

RECOGNITION OF THE UNIQUE IVEDS OF
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES'

The Administration and th Congress shall recognize and
respond to the.upique of d distinct needs of individuals
with disabilities in all program initiatives and operations,
including but not limited to welfare reform, tak policy.
health insurance, transportation, and housing

Recognition of these needs is a requisite fpr implementing
the cif:incept of independent living in the least restrictive
environment, the active development and adaption to
technology, and fhe appropriate and most effectiv
delivery of services

01

CONSUMER INVOLVEMENT IN PLANNING AND
DECISION MAKING

TheAdministration shall take immediate action to appoint .

individuals with disabilities, their parents or guardians,
and persens from organizations representing them to all
boards, committees, and commissions in decision making
roles on substantive issues whichAmpact on their Lives as
individual citizens. Not less than one-half of the member-
ship of such planning and decision making bodies shall be
consumers with disabilities. Individuals who are aged,*--
from minority backgrounds, disabled veterans, and
individuals from rural regions shall be among those
selected or appointed.

ESTABLISHMENT OF A FEDERAL. PROGRAMS
COORDINATING CENTER

. .
The Congress shall establish a Federal center or office,
with firm statutory authority and adequate funding. to
coordinate all Federal programs and expenditures on
behalf of individuals with disabilities. Centa functions
shall include approval authority for fiscal and personal
al.location,,in. new and existing programs. Continuing
needs assessment, evaluation of program effectiveness
using appropriate measures of program outcome, devel
opment of objectives and standards for program services,
monitorin&tof enforcement Of laws affeoting handi-
capped pegons, identification of research and personnel
training needs, development ol` legislative recommenda-

7Ations, public awareness and advocacy, and assurance of
equality of opportunity for sindividuals with disabilities.
This office shall. include: (1) a Presidential 'advisor
designated as the White House specialist on handi-
capped .individuals: (2) a Natiorial Council of Handi-
capped Individuals, the membership of which phall be
one-half disabled consumer, one-fou'rth parents or guard-
ians of handicapped individuals. and one-fourth from or-
ganizations and profes§ional persons providing s

Isrrepre,senting persons Who are disabled: and (3) a
tessional Advisory Council composed of designated ad!"
ministrators from Federal agencies with legal responsibili-
tip to serve handic ed individuals

sr.
ft



ESTABM4HIENT OF A NA IbNAL CLEARINGHOUSE
INFORMATION. SYSTEM

The Federal Government shall establish a national
information clearinghouse nd information system, with
adequate resources, to ensure. systematic delivery of
information to providers of services at all levels, as well as
to persons with disabilities, researchers, and the general
public. An integral part of the national" clearinghouse
would be a public awareness. progfi-rfil with maximum
involvement of individiials withdie-i'bilities and their family
members, including disabled persons who are aged or
members of minority groups. The national information
clearinghouse maybe a part of the Federal center to be es-
tablished.

ENACT NT OF A COMPREHENSIVE NATIONAL
HEAL INSURANCE PROGRAM

Tiye Congress shall enact a comprehensive National
ealth Insurance program to include a minimum of the

/following:

'Poo medical care of individuals who cannot, obtain
medical
tiohs";
an expanded program of preventive me ma in
health services to prevent disability
of disability;
rtrovision that individuals with
become employed withnlit fear
insurance benefits;
provision for home based care. and nj ropriate
support services, such as attendants. accessible
transportation, prescription medicine -hod surtllieq
self-help aids and(4uipment or devices: and
emphasis on the needs cf persons requi' in tofid
("arc? and ArzoiStP'rg

insurance because of "pre existing condi

and exacerhntion

disabilitie may
")f 1=.ir1a health

IDENTIFICATION OF A SINGLE
COMPLIANCE/VNFORCEMNT UNIT

The Administratton shall estish a single administrative
unit in the Department of Justice to enforce all civil tights
activities related to handicapped individuals, including all
sections of Title V of the Rehabilitation t of 1973

AMEND CIVIL RIGHTS AN Ei CIVIL SERVICE ENABLING
LEGItLATION

s

The Congress sr fall (l) amend the CivikRights Act of 1964
to include individuals 'with-disabilities, both physical and

lf mental, as among these Covered. and shall (2) amend the
laws governing Federal employment to extend to the
disabled, job applicant and employee the prat ctiong now
afforded minorities, the aged, and women

I

MOVE DISINCENTIVES TO WORK IN EXISTING
PROGRAMS /-

.4)(___.
The Congwss shall amend Social SeaUrity legislation to
remove disincentives to work which currently exist in the.
Supplementa), Security Income and the Social Security
Disability Insurance programs, which arise from defining,
"disability" in terms of ability to earn a minimal amount of
income. The basic problem beep_m_es magnified when
lkjich a-definition also governs acceig/dila wide variety of
other supportive services, including medical care through
Medicaid and Medicare, respectively. Congrbss shall also
increase allowances under these programs to persons
who are disabled, andPrewove the one-third reduction in
benefits for persons receiving Supplemental Security_
Income who reside in tlqe household of another person.

CONTINUUM OF BASIC, CAREER TRAINING, AND .

ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES

Congress shall establish rograms and priorities which
ensure a Continuum of edu t' opportunities tailored to'
the needs of the disabled pe egardless of age which
en bles that person to achi ve maximum potential.,

ether it is education of self 'order to promote
healthful, enjoyable living, or whethel it is vocational. in
"Prier tr ilirlf44RSP nrtiOnQ fAeconornic independence.

V

1980 CENSUS AND RELATED DATA COLLECTION'

T he Administration shall develop and' fund broad-based
data collection efforts regardirtg persons with disabilities
beginningvith the 1980 Census, the 1981 follow-on
studies and subsequent data and survey efforts The
census data required on individuals with disabilities shall
incluM0 their numbers, charaOteristic. geographic distri
hution. age at onset. ethriii.c origin and needs by age
grouping from infancy through senescense Data collect
ed shall be consistent with data needs of service programs

individuals wit disatiiilitieg
Mr planningijand providing apnropriqu, Q prvir!o9 ^to

ACTION TtIMPLEMENT RECOMMENOATIO S '~F .

THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE

The Administration shall commit itself to the recommen-
dations of the elegates to the White House Conference
on .1candicapp Individuals, and this implernOtation
plan, as its agedda for planning and .implerdanting
programs for individuals with disabilities. In dev'el pment
of the actions called for in the Implementation. Ian, the
Administration shall draw on gucli in-depth studies as the
recent "Returning tt)e Mentally Handicapged to/the Com-
munity," and shot institut I immediately such other
evaluation activities and stud e as are necessary for full
pro ram development and ac on.

.t
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White House Conference on Handicapped May 1977..

Unprecedented Effort of Thousands Led to WHCHI Implementation Plan

.1.7.;

The hrduous procgsithat went ini-O-tr'le-fihal Implementa-
tiOn Plan of the White House Conference on Handl-

_capped 1 dividuals had its roots in the passage of the 1974
Amen ents toJhe RehEibilitatioR Act. The in
'ts de ire to provide all f'4ndicappegi America equal op-
po t , equal access, and equal rights, amended the
origina legislation of 1973 to include, among otherthings,
the "White House Conference on Handicapped Individu-
als Act."

This act aithorized and provided funds for a national
convention forlhe purpose of assessing the problems of
iandicapped individuals, deinerating national awareness
of those problems, and developing recommendations for
legislative and administrative actions to allow individuals
with handicaps to live independently, with dignity, and

4 with integration into community life.

Half the representatives to this conference were disabled
persons, 25 percent wereparents or guardigrs of !Arsons
with hangicaps, and the remainder were- from service

__delivery pftrams,-owanizatioas of handicapped individ-
uals, provider org4hizations, and other interested individ-
ual e or groups.

ood-

Qpnlerence. OVer 100,000 ,persons took part in these
'%fini-corefices," 1d.,ri 1978, and ityfe than 22,000
recommerlitation s were od u ce?

The,National Confererree s convened in May 1977. OVer
3700 dTlegates fromfitate conferences, delegat
large +kpresenting 6iinoritiew and severely dfsabled),
alternates, observers, and guests gathered in Washington
to shape the reconynendations of the local forum% into a.

'Cnabte national folicy, The original recommendations
were synthesz4d and prioritized Into 3,500 recommenda-
tions under 27 issues prior to the national meeting. After
discussion and debate, delegates were then as4ed to vote
their first, second an third choices of action Morn-among
these recommendations. The final result of the confer-
ence was 810 recommendations an 142 resolutions,
which were voted on by mail after onferen ce.
The National Planning and Adv sory Council then
incorporated these recommendati ns and regulations
into six papers focusing on health, ed1ication, economics,
social, speeial and cross-cutting c cerns, which com-
prised the final Report of the White Houseponference.

r

1
A 28-member National Planning and Advisory Council
(NPAC) compose3rof ha dicapped individuals, educa-
tors, rehabilitation special 1s, medical personnel, socialt__
workers, g9Iternment off ici Is, and members of families
that included relatives with disabilities was crated to
provide guidance forte planning, conduct, and follow-up
of the Conferenee. \

This first part of the Congressionally mandated process
called for every State and territory, including theDistrictbf
Columbia, to concx..W local forums prior to the National

6

With the help of 15 State corn cocirdinators,
NPAC further refined the reConimendhns of the
delegates'tothe White House Conference irgo a formal
Implementation Plan. The Plan consists of 420 specific
recommended actions on the pgrt of Federal, State, and
local governnent and the privatb sector.

Finally, the implementation Plan was reviewed for
technical a curacy by a DHEW group appointed 'by
Secretary C lifano after final draft approval by the NPAC.
Presentatio to the President and the Corrgrpss was ac-
complishedlJune12o, 1978, when the Ssretary signed the
transmittal letter.

1



"There remains much
tO be' 11011 . . .

134/ Dt. Victor A..Galloway
41,1

- ,

AWHCHLNstional Plannirigand Advisory Council

A little Over a year has passed since delegates represent-
ing handicapped citrZens across the 'counlry merat the
White House Conference on Handicapped Individuale.
The enthusiasm, excitement, and common voice that was
then shared by those delegates as thercaucused forvotes
and support has abated somewhat. Their recommenda-
tions,Aheir irpfbhement, their-spirit and intense effort have
been encased within the rnassive conference Finalneport,.
Which slands On shelves' acmes the nation as a 'silent
reminder of thOse\ dramatic( and historical days. In some
quarters the silence is deafening ,because of its .stark
contrast to the noise anci-c d and was
the conf rence at which .haniiibabped indi duals and
their a ates assembled theiriegislative and,adminis-
trative oMmendations.

Thirty- even hundred. ple representing thirty-fivemil-
Non entally and pt*Elically. disabled Americans met
during that week in May. The conference was both the
culmihation. of years of preparation by- Individuals and
advocacy groufis who sought to focuknational attention
on the needs 015d rights of handicapped individuals, and
the beginning of legislative and. administrative' program-
-Ming and action designed to rectify past wrongs and
ensure that our handicapped citizens are provided equal
status and protection under owr law& Yet, this year the
action has been replaced bis a sense of anxiety that the
momentum that was so intense during the conference may
have receded . . . anxiety resulting from the less visible
and less dramatic nature of the implementatidh process.
Prcgtess has, however, been made, The implementation
Of the recommendations and. fulfillment otcommitments
made toprobr political and administrative leaders have
begun

-;
'Nod?

' by the White House Conference, as was the 4uppO4:-
demonstrated for the OkCivil Rights for the harik::
icapped. qowever, the§e exambl4sal j
fives and programmIng have been dimmed by'theTacp)
decisive action at the federal le4ei. The establipmen 45f
the interim Action Unit which was to Oye:1466. the
irhplementation activities during this year has only
recently begun. Appointments.to this interfin'grOiip have
been hampered by Fede I personnel ceilings; only
because of the commitnient in.
Commissioner of RSA has sortie
the staffing of this group.

Mr. Robert' HUmphreys,
ogress been matte With ,.

..
, ,.. t

igal; .

The reorganization of RSA has alit? hampiited 411e
implementation pf the White HOus C.O4.1ference-k-reitOm- fi:!-
mendations. Time and effort have eti.diverfed,:irein !.'
legislative and administrative initiat es, Jegardirig the
implementation effort to concerns oyez of gai-Azationalvd
structural matters. Instead of the dyntihild je.adership:and
direction the conference participan'tsgacrexPoetedat the
federal'level there has emerged. a,stiyitY e:rid. energy

o concerned with rnaintaining a holding patttrn whilelne ,
.

RSA reorganization is Completed . /' D,,,

The greatest impact of the Conference has probably been
' et the state level. Several states have Mready held follow-

up tienferences. These,conferences have focused on their *
prwous lecommendations and the success with which
these recommendations were adopted at the National
Corrfehrhge. Imp_:act has also continued to be feltat the>7
r) tional leVel in the areas of. transportation and housing..

sident Carter's recent reiteration of his support for the,
Trensbus is an example of the continued effectiveness of

s'the White House Conference. Ms. Patricia Harris, Secre-
tary of MUD, who voiceestrong support for hoUsing for
handicapped individuals 'at the conference, has beep
responsible fora nurnber of pieCes of legislation thatseek
to implement her support.

The. surge of interest and support for Section 504 has%
undoubtedly. been the reCult of the momentu'm ge erated

A new sgurce of anxiety has emerged in tile., forrho of
Proposition 13 in California. Legislators across the
country are taking another hard look at their state
prioPtties. The Center for Independent LiVing in Berkele,
a model pfogram, has been one of the victims of the 60*
out in property taxes in (California. The Center's budget,
was reduced by 25%. The number ofexisting progratns for k.

handicapped persons in other states that will also face -

reduced state allocations is at the present a perplexing .'
unknown.

Although there have been setbacks in the i entation
of the White -House Conference recOmmeb ations, the
commitment and support of the Administration and
Congress have not lessened. Thereremaics much to be
done to perpetuate the influence and impact emanating
from the White House Conference. Handicapped individu,
als and their advocatO must renew their efforts and not
become discouraged by implementation efforts thud faC;''if
the 9501-ivation and egthusiasm that existed during th%
Conference can be regained, then Ur goals established at
the Conference can ,be achieved. ,..

.Dr. Galloway is Diroctor)of Educatidr,
Model Secohdary School for the Deaf, Galli3udet Collecip7
Washington,-b.c.



The Rehabliiieloit-Services Administration
Plans for The Future: A Teptative Ageixia

.. ,

The design of new Feder I systems to meet the conipre-
hensive needs of handica ped individuals must await the
development of a nat. nal, coordiriated policy. In an
earlier concept paper on the problems,. needs, and
approaches to solutions for disatled Americans, however,
Robert R. Humphreys, Comrnietioner of DHEW's.Rehabil-:
itakon Services Administration (RSA), strongly recom-
melded some major new initiatives in legislation and ad-
ministrative action that can bring more rationality,
coherence, and efficiency to the Federal Government's
efforts to begin to build the capacity for providing a
nationwide service network for handicapped people.

Commissioner Humphreys believes that the r organize-
'. .tion of the Office of Human Development Servi es, which

'-eincludes RSA, has established the structural amework
necessary to begin this effort. Pending the s ecific rec-
ommeandatiols of the DHEW Action Unit and 'the three
supporting' advisory councils, RSA is tentatively looking
toward implementation ofnew concepts in a number of
areas.

1, Thr ma446jor legislative initiatives hive been presented to
1r the Congrets as proposals to amend and extend the

Rehabratipn Act and the bevelo ntal Disabilities Act.
As of this-writing, these and ther proposals are still
pendin.g In Congress. If pass d; the Administration's

. proposils will fill major gaps in services to people with
disabilitiese and will build capacities in communities,
States' and the Federal Goglarnm>entr for developing a
'comprehensive service network, They are
07. .

0,0 .

IQ Independent living rehabilitatiorlOervices will be es-
tablished, first on k limited scale through project
grants.
Community b ed information and technical assist- 41
ance centers ill be4stablished in each region `to
assist local go rnmentc"in meeting the needs of
disabled residents.
An expanded system of government-industry interac-
tion to provide jobs to ditabled people will be
initiated, with natietcl guidance and direction -pro- Humphreys says th t the potential now exists for dramat-,

Some additional new directions currently being explored.
area

Working'toward a fully coordinated Head Start-ipe-,:-..
cial education-v cational'education-vocational, re-,c\m
habilitation progra , nationwide.

.

Undertaking a comprehensive natioi41.1 piVeY of..
disability and service needs, with.conSiklueht devel.)
ppment of a national data system on disability: .

Mounting a major Outreach and referral pfogram with
respeCt to disabled individuals who are egregi6usly,
underservedthose with multiple handloaPsi1f phys-.
ical or mental disability combined with cultural and
economic depriiation.
Creating a coordinated program of deinstitutionaliza7
tion involving trans' ional living; group tiOii-ves, and
habilitation and. abilitation services.

.

Eliminating disincentives.to rehabilitation, including'
the retention of Medicare-'Medicaid behiff its and food

ti stamps after .employment.
Supporting legal aseletince centers for the-disabled
to protect their rights &id& Title V of the Rehabilita-
tion Act.
Establishing a nationwide system of client assistance
programs so that through omsbudsmeh,' disabled
individuals will be able to "fight the system" to obtain
the fullest possible service benefits. 4

DeNonstrating new approaches to meeting the
transportation ,and residential needs of disabled
people.
Initiating a cooperative research effort in central
nervous system (spinal cord) regeneratioh, and in
areas of disability prevention, amelidration, and

A pting new focus .for international rehabilitation
interchanges to take advantage of technologital and
service.delivery innovations Of develop'd nations.
Exploring wyd to meet the need for new or renovAted
rehabilitn facilities and physical improvenents in
institutions which, house physically .and Mentally
disabl ople.

vided
interactiO

which w II plan and build a wetiof such ic'breakthroughs for diSabled Americans, and adds, "We
must, have the will and the determination to see to it thatcss the ntion.

1

Commissiory, Humphreys note& however, that the'e
legislative proposals are quite modest, and will not begin
to meet the total need. They represent a beginning, and
a "national commitment to'pr e a continuum of care for
our disabled citizens."

14
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ap

being" disabled in America is not a continuation of that
which has gone on before. We must, as a government,
reielforce our commitment to meet head-on one of the

:major actrallenges of our daybringing into the main-
stream ofAmerican society a vulnerable.anci precious
human, resoUrcee millions of disabled citizAhs in our
land.



White Hotise initiatives

During the Presidential campaign and in several public
statements in the,lisst year and a half, President Carter has
expressed his strong desire to see the role of the Federal
Government in helot-iv handicapped persons significantly
enhanced. Progress has been made in this areanamely
Section 504,/of the Rehabilitation Act and the. Education for

Handicapped. Children Actbut much remains to be
done.

The White House has pledged its full effort in fulfilling
those past commitments, and recently listed six specific
initiative 'areas involving complex ihterageney, coordina-
tion designed to' improve health care for handicapped'
people. Iniollow-up letters to all' Cabinet,tecretaries in
June, the White House requested that each Secretary.
designate S.iaff for their departments to work on the
following is_ es:

,0
1. Evattiatia the need for continuing, thepresent 29 month
Medicare waiting period requirement.
2. Evaluate' and propose approaches to improve and
integrate research and development efforts government-
wide.
a Evaltrate present efforts and propose new methods to
encourage deinstithtionalization (independent living)
through the furnishing of additional support servies and
the training and hiring of auxiliary health workers and
aide, including unemployed handicapped workers.
4. Propose an Interagency action plan for obtaining
Senate ratification of the Florence Agreementanagree-
ment which would facilitate the free flow among countries
of products and materials for physically and menially
handicapped 'persons, with all trade barriers eliminated.
5. Evaluate present efforts and propose improved ways to
encourage more medical students to enter rehabilitative
medicine, 'and to integrate into the general curriculumitn
aw eness of the needs of handicapped patients.
6 re.pare an Iriteragencypien with options for assuring
effective government-wide coordination of handicapped
programs and policies, inoludtng follow-up to the White
House Codference on Handicapped Individuals.

While House Conference on
Handicapped individuals

PUBLICATIONS.

VolUme I: Ariaireness Papers:. Twenty-four back-
ground and reference apers In a 466 page bound
volume prepared for Conference delegates by
subject matter authorit a to serve as basic resource
material for diecussio s during to Conference.
Papers concern 13 pr blems and needs of persons
with, handicapping con itions. :.

Single copies are available from the (Aide for .

Handicapped Individuals, DHEW, 338D Hubert.H.
Humphrey 'building, Washington, D.C. 20201.
Include a self-addressed mailing label.

, . . ., - . . .

Volume I1: ,Final Report: Three separately bound
sections totaling 797 pages:

Part,A:'Principal dicument of Final Report citing-in
abbreviated, fashion the top three recommenda-
tions in each issue under the topic areas of Health,
Education, Social, Economics, Special and Miscel-
laneout Concerns, as voted upon by delegates at the
Confe nce in May 1977. In addition, summaries of
the his of the conference, the Open Forum, and
Special tings and Seminars are presented. 188
page bound volurrie-.--,'

Part . B: Statistical section of the Final Report.
Included are statistics relating to Conference
attendance, financial data, types of disabling
conditions represented by delegates and den5b-

'aphic voting charts.

Part C: Lists all,recommendations and all resolutions
as passed by mail vote by delegates following the
Conference. Names of State Directors, Conference
Delegates, and Alternates are listed by state and
territory. Also listed are .Delegates-at-La'rge.
page bound volume.

Available for purchase at $18'50 from the Superin-
tendent of Documehts, U.S. Government Printing'
Office, Washington,_ D.C. 20402. Order by do,cu-
rnEirkname and stock number 040-000-00388-6.
NOTE: Volume II is available only In boxed sets.
Individual parts of Volume' II are not available for
purchase through the Government. Prifting Of-
fice. '

A 140 page summary and review of the Final Report
has been prepared and is available tree while
supplies last. Send self-addresSed railing label to
Final 'ilport Sumthary, Off to for Handicapped
Individ s. DHEVV,,'.338D:Hubert H. Humphrey
BUilding, Washington, Dot. 20201.

j
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.4 State Activities Update
by David PfE7ifter, Ph.D.

Massachusetts State Director of the
WhTte HOUse Conference on Handicapped(tndividuals

Michael Giampietro
Asterciate Director in Massachusetts of the
White House Conference on Handicapped I ndividualS
.1

(The following report was presented by Dr. Pfeiffer to the
President's Committee on Employment ,..c.2the Handi-
capped, Washington, D1C., May 4,1978M

Progress' in implementing the recommendations of the
White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals is
characterized. by a slow yet a steady pace. Social and
Political ch'ang'e in our system usually occurs in incre-
ments and that is what is happening now. The Final Report
of the White House Conference on the national level was
presented to Rosalynn Carter and several Members of
Congress in a White House ceremony on March 2nd of this
year. At that time, rnaN persons said that implementation
efforts must begin immediately. The Final Report and the
implementation Plan must not, it was repeatedly said: be
relegated to a dusty shelf in the archives. We, the members
of the handicapped community, are taking upon ourselves
the ,task of ensuring that activity on the federal level is
initiated and carried through.

Interwoven with the implementation of White House Con-
ference recommendations are two key pieces of federal
legislation: Section 504 o! the Rehabilitation Act of 1.973
and Public Law 94-142, the Edudation for All Handi-
capped Children Act. These acts are of major'concern also
to the governors of various states. As a result, the National
Governors' Association established a Program for the
Handicapped Implempntation Working Group under the
auspices of the Comniittee on Human Resources which is
chaired by Michael Dukakis, Governor of Massachusetts.
The Working Group will assess the implications of the
various pieces of federal legislation concerned with hand-
icapped individualsespeci
142and the White House
tions. It will then attempt to
meeting the responsibilities

ly Section 504 and P.L. 94-
Conference recommenda-

evise viable mechanisms for
evolving upo states as a

result of this legislation. M. Rita Hull, r of the
Michigan, Commission on Employment of the Handi-
capped, will chair this group. A delegate to the White
House Conference held last May, Ms. Hull's present duties
include serving as the Michigan State Director of the Con-
ference.

A great deal of activity is taking place on the stEitii level. II
an attempt to gather data, Ms. Marilyn ne Tilson, Assistar
to the Deputy Executive Director of the President'
Committee on employment of the Handicapped,-obtainel
written statements from ten states and from Puerto Ricc
These memoranda were supplemented by. teleprioni
Interviews with leaders of the handicapped community ii
seven other states. A sampler A 30% of the 56 states am
territories is thus represented in this survey. Although on'
must be cautious when inferring from the sample to thi
larger population in this type of survey, it must be notes
that these results correspond with the -situation a:
perceived by persons who at-6 active nation-wide, state
wide, and locally in advoca ing the implementation of thi
White House C2nference re mmendations.

Every state reported that groups of handicapped person:
were pushing for the implementation of White House Con
ference recommendations and that, as a result, action:
were being taken within both the legislative and executive
branches. Legislation was passed in 65% of the spites
South Dakota, with at least 35 pieces of I g s , anc
Maryland, with 12, led the way. New Hampshir anc
Calrfornia--while not part of the samplehave
passed numerous pieces of legislation. In additio
legislation is introduced and in process in 59% of the
states. in 53% of the states, legislation is being preparec
for introduction. A humber of states (71%) mentioned tha-
action had been undertaken through executive orders of
policy directives. Every state reported either that legisla-
tion was being prepared, had been introduced or passed.
and/or that executive action lead ben undertaken.

While many states haye had architectural barrlers codes it
effect for a Idrid\time, the White House Conference
spurred 53% of the states to pass legislation creating or
improving such regulations. New Jersey, for example.
promulgated what its leaders believe to be the most strin-
gent set of accessibility regulations in the *ion. Prince
Georges County became the first local governmental unit
in the State 'of Maryland to pass strong architectural
barriers legislation. In South Dakota', legislation was

1lL
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NOTICE
As a. participant or interested party in the White House Conference on Handi-
capped Individuals, you have been included in this special mailing of Programs
for the Handicapped. We hope you have found the information on follow-up ,

activities to the White House Conference helpful.

If you wish to remain On the mailing lists of the White Ho
Conference, on Handicapped Individuals

ardior
-` :Programs for the Handicapped Newsletter, you must fill out

this form and mail it to us!,

Programs for the Handicapped is published bimonthly, without charge by the
Office for Handicapped Individuals,' [CHEW. Our objective is to bring you

'nAws,, Oil all activities of the Federal Government concerning handiCapped
individuals, and to publicith both private and public.resources serving handi-
capped persons.

I
0
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Instionctione For Filling Out Page iii
) .

L4

----FIRST: Fill out items Avit anti C on page (
A

4.

Item A: Mark the brie or boxes that apply to,you as a reader o ograms for the Handicapped.

Example: If you ale the parent of a handicapped quid and you also work with an information and referral cen-
ter or agency to help ot r parents find services for their children,you rid check box a and box 1.

Item B: Fill in the blocks for Item B with you name and addressfLeave one s ace blank between Wbrds.

Example:

2 ICY I !RFC

3

4

6

IJIOIRINF FAT 1

FIRST NAME AND MIDDLE INITIAL

I

ThJJ1

I
BUSINESS TITLE

111111117.11 A MIIIINCIVIIIMMENNE411110i111111
DIVISION

AR] RA A GINIM I ONIIIK1111
ORGANIZATION

STREET. ROUTE, OR BOX NUMBER. STREET NAME

DIA L L A1S
CITY

I .1

-t

I r g l 1 2 1 64'9.
STATE ZIP

LAST NAME

(Note: The acceptable abbreviations for each state are listed at the bottOm of page iv.)

Item C: Mark one or both boxes.

SECOND: Cut along the dotted line between pages ii and iii.

Then fold page iv to reveal the return address and postage.

Staple once, at bottom of page iv.

THIRD: Mail back to us no postage necessary.



:Send This Page Bak To

ITEM A: Check whsh_cah tegbry".6( readefjZre:' (check all that apply)

"'"'a. Habdicapped individual or family member
b. General public
c. Professional working i ice rograms (what kinds
d. Government, Federal
e. , State
f. , Local or other
g. Voluntary n tional organization (or one of its chapters)
h. Voluntary sta or local Organization of or for the disabled
i. College or unive

Other schools pubiT
k. Library (what kind9
1. Information provider to others
m. Media/writer/communicator by profession

'n. International
o. NONE OF THE -ABOVE: I am

4

4

ITEM B

1

TITLE

31

4

r- TT
FIRST NAME AND MIDDLE INITIAL

1lb

BUSINESS TITLE

DIVISION

IIIII1.111'11I
ORGANIZATION

1y

STREET, ROUTE OR BOX NUMBER, STREET NAME

1111111111N11111111111111111111111111MOMIll
CITY

'ITEM C:

1 I

STATE ZIP

I wish to remain on the mailing list t receive any further
information on the White Hook Con erence on Handicapped Individuals

.

1 would like to continue to receive Programs for the 41andicapped
newsletter.

LAST NAME

la
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Fold. This` Page In Thirds And Staple To Close. Be- Sure Addiess And
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DEPARTMENT OF HEALTH,
EDUCATION, AND WELFARE

OFFICE OP THE DC R
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20201

OPPICIAL. VISINDS

/Abbreviations for the
states (use in ITEM B. line 4

IV.

TO. Clearinghouse
Office for Handicapped Individuals, DHEW
338-D Hubert Humphrey Building
Washington, D.C. 20201

Attu. PFH mailing list

Nano:

ALABAMA
ALASKA
ARIZONA
ARK ANSAer.
CALI! OR IA
COLORADO
CONNECTICUT
DELAWARE
DISTRICT 01' COLUMBIA
FLORIDA
GEORGIA
HAWAII
IDAHO
ILLINOIS
.INDIANA..
IOWA ,

KANSAS
KENTUCKY
LOUISIANA
MAINE.
MARYLAND
BIAS ACHUSETTS

'AN
MINNESOTA
MISSISSIPPI

IMP

Postage and Fees Paid
U.S. Department of H.E:W.

341a

Abbreviation Name

AL
AK
AZ
AR
CA
CO
CT
DE.

DC
I L
GA
HI

ID

IL
IN
IA
KS
KY
LA'
MI-
MI)
MA
MI
SIN

MS

a

MISSOURI
MONTANA
NEBRASKA
NEVADA
NEW HAMPSHIRE
NEW JERSEY
NEW MEXICO
NEW YORK
NORTH CA ROtc;
NORTH DAKOTA
01110
OKLAHOMA
OREGON
PENNSYLVANIA
RHODE ISLAND
SOUTH CAROLINA
SOUTI4 DAKOTA
TENNESSEE
TEXAS
UTAH
VERMONT
VIRGINIA
WASIIINGTON -
WEST VIRGINIA
WISCONSIN
WYOMING

Abbreviation.

MO
MT
NE
NV
NH
NJ

NM

4!)
NY

ND
Oil
OK
OR
PA
RI
SC

SD
TN
TX
UT
VT
VA
WA
WV
WI
WY
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passed requi4g that voting places, drivers license
examination static/Its:and buildings newly constructed or
remodeled with public funds be made accessible. Surveyt
o accessibility were coriducted in 65% of the states.
Pr ress occur,* in Idaho whereldcal advocates and the
Mayo.s' Committees have taken upon themselves the
responsibility for monitoring compljaKce with the state's
architectural barriers legislation.

The changing of public attitudes towards handicapped
'persons is a matter which receives a great deal of
attention. Awareness campaigns were carried out in 71%
of the states. In Maryland, the Frederick daiI'7newspapers
run a regular column devoted to the activities of handi-
capped citizens. Television stations in Baltimore present
news stories, interviews, and m ii art features about the
concerns and activities of han 'c ra ed people. In South-
ern California, Advocacy for Handicapped Citizens, Inc.. a
group in which White House Conference delegates are
involved, received a grant to produce films on the rights of
handicapped individuals.

In the.area of civil rights, there has also beers activity The
protection and advcicacy system for developmentally
disabled persons) which is mandated by Federal law, is
functioning ih 71% of these states:Legislation relating to
civil rights of handicapped individuals was passed in
47% of the states. Demonstrations and/or edutation
campaigns Concerning civil rights took place iri 47% of the
states. Arizona reported a problem in defining the legal
,class ',handicapped person," while Florida passed a very
'Strong civil rights act concerning handicapped individu-

ii
EtiS,

Many states (65%) initiated changes in order ticimeet the
c munication needs of deaf and hearineimpaired

2-)pe ns. Massachusetts, New Jersey, and Georgia estab-
lished offices to advocate on behalf of deaf citizens. Also,
35% of the states passed reforms designed to aid blind and
vision impaired persons.

Only a small amount of activity was rebortedin the White
House Conference issue areas of recreation, cultural
programs, health, and special-problems of handicapped
veterans and special populations. Only 41% of the states
described achievements relating to leisure and cultural
activities, and 35% totd of action in the health field. What.is
probably the first respite care law in the nation was passed
in Maryland. Beds and personnel ill certain state institu-
tions are now available for respite care. In Massachusetts,
agency regulations are being prepared for the same
purpose. In Arizona there is a new emphasis on early
diagnosis and interventipn.

Economic problems, however, received a great deal of
attention. In 29% of the states, important civil service
reform occurred. In Maryland, an executive order called

ca

e lif
i.,

for the hiring of hdicapped employees by thrState whilea
authorizing job modification and the provisions Of special
equipment. Changes were also made in the form and the 1

administration of coThp3titive exas for state jobs.
Baltimore now runs a federally funded pi t prograch for
the training and placement- of handicapped wo9kers.
Legislation in Maryland regarding tax relief, he or
health related costs, and a broader range of services is
Pending, State equal employment opportunity programs
were established in some states and affirrvirative action
programs were created in others to give a total of 53% of
the states. Other examples of action relating to economic
matters occurred in 47% of the states. South Carolina, for
example, set up a train) g conferepce for allstate agencies
and now is planning nattier for all municipalities in the

(See State Activities, page 20)

Industry -Labor Council
To Hold Fall Seminars

The Industry-Labor OoJ,mcil of the White House Confer-
ence on Handicapped Individuals will hold a series of sem-
inars, conferences and workshops.to commence in the
Fall.of 1978. The meetings will deal with medical -legal
aspects of employment of handicapped individuals and
attitudes toward the disabled worker.

The Industry/Labor Council was formed in 1976 to
explore both, the problems and the opportunities for
employment of the nation's handicapped persons. The
Council currently exists aa'a project of the national Center
on Employment of the Handicapped, a part of the Human
Resources Center in Albertson, New York. Dr. Henry
Viscardi, Jr., Chairmln of the'White HouseConference on
Handicapped Individuals, is President of. the Human
Resources Center.

The Council is co-chaired by Charles H. Pillard, President
of the International Brotherhood of, Electrical Workers,
and A. Dean Swift, President of Sears, Roebuck & Co.
Membership presently includes over one hundred labor,
units and corporations.

For more information on the Council's upcoming semi-
nars and workshops, contact Charles A. Lindberg, Indus-
try-Labor Council, Human Resources Center, Albegson,
N.Y. 11507, telephone (516) 747-5400, extension 275. A
limited supply of the Council's published report to the
White House COnterence, Steps: Handicapped Workers
and Today's Labor Market, is also available. Send a self-
addresskmatling label to Mr. Lindberg at the above
address. C

11



Preparations Underway for
Wpite House Conference on )
Libiary and Information Services

, by Helga Roth, Ph.D., Director, Q,1-11 Clearinghouse

Preparations are in full:swing for a White House Confer-
ence on Library arid InIormdtiori Services to be held in
Washington, D.C., Octobef 28-November 4, 1979. The
goal of the conference is to develop a National Program
for Library and InformatiOn Services to correct current
deficiencies, address future requirements, and coordinate
and reinforce all Federal and State efforts to support local
and specialized information services.

re

As in the case of the White HOuse Conference on Handi-
capped Individuals, State conferences will be conducted
prior to the National Conference, and will provide the
ideas and issues which will shape the content of the
national agenda. States are already contacting Interested
parties and.are conducting public hearings or "Speak-
outs" to drum up support for their confer ces, most of
which will be held between August 1978-an April 1979. (A
few states have already complete conferences.)

Under the auspices of the state/territorial library agency
42-member planning committees are being established to
organize and conduct the two and a half day state confer-
ences. Participants will be drawn from a broad cross-
section of the pbpulation, a third of which will represent
the library /information- community. Official delegates will
number between 100 and .400 in addition to alternate
delegate's and non-voting delegates such as honorary
invitees and guests. Frcirn. these ranks will come the 568
voting delegates for the national White House Confer-
ence.

The delegates will examine and idebtify. the needs,
problems, and issues of their states and territories, and
make policy. and program recommendations which
contain specific. plans to address and resolve these issues.

The framework for the issues to be developed by the state
conferences will conform to the following national
program goals:

1. Ensure that basic library and information services are
adequate to.meet.the needs of all local communities.
(Information operations in the community should be
reviewed in order to determine whether they can
meet the basic information needs, e.g., where handi-
capped people Can get services.)

2. Provide adequate special services to social consti-
tuenciesincludihg the unserved.
(Handicapped consumers may wish to explore
whether information Is available in other ,than the

12
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printed media so as not to exclude the visually-hand-
icapped, or whethef libraries are accessible to
individuals in wheelchairs.)

3. Strengthen existing statewide resource and sys-
tems.
-(An obvious Suggestion would be: Do you live in a
state which provides very inadeqUate,funding to its
libraries and how does that impact on y6u?)

4. Ensure basic and continuing education of personnel
essential to the implementation of a national pro-
gram.
(Handicapped individuals may ask whether the
information providers and librarians are sensitive to
handicapped individuals, and whether these profes-
sions are open to the handicapped.)

5. Coordinate existing Federal programs of library and
information service.
(Examine the re_deral role in library and Information
services and some of the confusion created by
categorical funding patterns.)

6. Encourage the private sector (comprising organiza-
tions not directly tax supported) to become an active
partner in the development of the National Program.
(Since many of the voluntary organizations serving

ed provide important information serv-
ant to get involved in the National

the handicap
ices, they wil
Program.)

7. Establish a lo6us of Federal responsibility charged
with implementing the national network and coordi-
nating the national program under the policy guid-
ance of the National Commission.
(Information services have no "home" in the Federal
Government, which adds to the problem of coordina-
tion. It is hietime the Federal Government put major
respOnsibility forinformation and its development
which proceeds at an ever more rapid paceon a
recognizable entity which looks at the total picture,
replacing the piecemeal treatmrt by separate de-
partments.)

Ala

8. Plan, develop, and implement a nationwide network
of library and information service.
(Networking of existing services would eliminate
some of the geographic :Injustices" which make for
vast differences in services according to localities.)

(continued on page 13)
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'Progress 'in Information
Networking

'Rehabilitation professionals Worn throughout the courit
gathered in Washington, D.C., recently to lay the groun
Work for a major "Information Network" for the field,o
rehabilitation.

The two -day conference, co-sponsored by the National")
Rehabilitation Information Center (NARIC) Elko d the
Clearihghouse on the HiandicaPped (OHI'/DHEW),
brought together for the first time some 100 information
provi, ers from a variety of programs 'funded by DHEW'
Rehab ation Services Administration .(RSA).

Particip ts included information producers/dissemina-
tors like the Regional Rehabilitation Research Institutes,

(continued from page 12)

We are all consumers of information obtained through
libraries or any of the multitude of different information
operations. Having access to information may be.literally a
matter of life or death in medical decision-making or
simply enhancing the quality of our lives in, mining the
cultural riches of our libraries. We cannot afford not to
have our voices heard when the issues of availability of
services, access to services, or quality of services are
being debated.

Handicapped individuals have many informatio needs
which are not or are only poorly met at present. Ho fully,
state and national conferences will provide anp ortuni-
ty to bring these needs to general attention and to ecom-
mend appropriate strategies to improve Libra and
information services to the handicapped.

The Clearinghouse on thei-landicapped Is preparing a
package of information and library recommendations
from the White House. Conference on Handicapped
Individuals, which will be sent to all state conference
coordinators. '

People interested in participating can'contact the state
Ilbracy,::agency or write to:

Wag Jean-Ann South
Program and Planning Consultant
WI le House Conference on Library

and Information Services
1717 K Streqt, N.W., Suite 601
Washington,'D.C. 20036
Telephone: (202) 653-6252
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the Rehabiltetion Engineering Centers,' and the Rey
search and 'Training Centers; information usersidisserni-
nators suQh as theState focational rehabilitation informa-*
lion research utilization personnel or vocational rehabili-
tation librarians; and programs whose total focus is
information gathering,and.dissemination like theJ"Jational
Clearinghouse of Rehabilitation Materials or the Materials
Development Center.

The' purpose of the conference
formal linkages between t
m e effective use of in

ded activities. This co
A Commissioner Robe

an opening address that a
significantly contribute to set

:disabled," a major goal of his a

was to develop more
ams in order to make

generated' by RSA-
clearly supported by
hreyS, who stated in

ation network would
'national policy for the

ministration.

For two dayi, parlicipants discussed the network concept
and possible strategies under which such .a forMalized
network would operate. It was recognized, however, that
the basis of success lies in cooperative efforts and the es-
tablishment of an ongoing up-to-date system of informa-
tion retrieval and dissemination. Optimally, a network
should make information more -accessible to potential
users, reduce the uncertainties of who to direct inquiries
to, and upgrade the quality of information provided.

A long road lies ahead, but out of this conference will
come resolutions for action and cooperation, a directory
of nationwide information resource organizations in-,the
field of rehabilitation, the establishment of support
committees, and a renewed commitment to use informa-
tion for the improvement of services to disabled individu-
als.

In the future, the network hopes to also include rehabilita-
tion information providers who are not connected with
RSA. And eventually, the Rehabilitation Information
Network Will be one of several "mini-networks" in a much
larger network which will include di information providers
on handicappi-rlb conditions and related services.

For more information on the outcome bf_this conference,
please write:

Judith J. Senkevitch, Director
National Rehabilitation Information Center
308 Mullen Library
Catholic University of America
Washington, D.C. 20064
Tel: (202) 635-5826
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Adam's Renews Support for Transbus

f3

or

National Centel' lirgetThajt
Federat Legislation For the,;, ' .

_Employment of tbeHandicapped
Should be Strongly Enforced ,

Transportation Secretary Br k Adams joined with the
American'Coalition of Citizens with Disabilities recently in
an attempt to save the controversial "Transbus" program
from delay and possible dilution.

Since ordering more than a year ago that all normal-sized
buses purchased by locpl transit systems receivinp.federal
subsidies (which are virtually all big-city systems) must
meet Transbus specifications after September 30, 1979,
the Fuling has run into stiff opposition from the bus
manufacturing industry and some Members of Congress.

An amendrert to a transportptiori authorization bill
approved this May by the House Public Works and
Transportation Committee calls for Secretary Adams to
reevaluate the Transbus order. Adams responded that the
order should not be extended nor studied any more.

General Motors President E. M. Estes 'has called the
Transbus requirement to add wheelchair ramps and, low
boarding stepi to buses a "serious mistake." He says the
raFrips would be "too steep for manyperhaps most
handicapped people to use."

The Grumman Corporation, manufacturer of the Grum-
'man Flxible bus, supports Transbus but also favors a
reevaluation of the rule because of ,uncertainties over
design features. And AM General recently announced that
it would stop building buses because of the confusion over
pending regulations.

Despite the mounting confusion over the prospects for
"Transbus, the Washington Post points out that "bus
manufacturers and transit agencies have already taken
steps to redeSign their buses to improve service for handi-
capped and elderly riders. Washington's Metrosystem, for
example,' has recently ordered 281 new Flxible buses,
including 150 outfitted ,with wheelchair lifts for handi-
capped passengers."

Title .V of the Rehabilitation Act, states NCLH in its brief, is
a comprehensive scheme to pronutteland expand employ-
ment opportunities, and its proviSions must be viewed as a
whole and interpreted consistently. Ttfkrefore, because
the majority of the courts have found an implled.cause of
action under Section 504, Section 503 should be interpret-
ed similarly.
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In its continued efforts to convince the courts that the U.S.
Congress intended Section 503 of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973 to be effectively enforced, the National Center for
Law and the Handicapped (NCLH) has submitted a brief of
amicus curiae in the employment rights case of Moon v.
Roadway Express. It"

# In its brief to the U.S. Court of Appeals for the Fifth Circuit,
NCLH asserts that Section 503 prohibits employment
discrimination against the handicapped, as well as
requires affirmative action on the part of federal contrac-
tors with contracts of over $2500, and that handicapped
individuals can bring a private cause of action in federal
court. to enforce their rights under Section 503. NCLH
urges the court to consider the legislative history of the
statute, as well as the applicability of legal precedents to
this case.

The Center's brief argues that Congress intended this
important Act to be a "working mechanism for combating
discrimination and ensuring an effective Rehabilitation
Act." Furthermore, congressional records show a continu-
al concern that the -Rehabilitation Act be 'enforced
effectively.

As amicus curiae, N H co I udes that it is necessary to
judicially create a cau action under Section .503 in
order to achieve the congressional intent that the statute
tie effectively enforced.

For more information contact:

Jean Postlewaite
DirectOr of Public Education
National Center,for Law

and the Handicapped, Inc.
1235 North Eddy Street
South Bend, Indiana 46617
Tel: (219) 288-4751



11:E.W.is Office for vii Rights "-It
Installs Special E uipment for the
Deaf

Special equipment/on which deaf persons can send and
receive typed mesdages through standard telephone lines
has be installed in WA*" hgton, D.C., the 10 regional
offices, and the Clevelaria area office of 1:4EW's Office for
Civil Rights. -

These teletype systems (TTYs
out its 'responsibilities under Sec
tion Act of 1973 which prohl
,,basis of handicap in all federally-a
institutions. I 4'

will assist OCR in carrying
n 504:of the Rehebilita-

iscrimination on the
ted programs and

. The new equipment will make it possible for OCR staff in
Washington and the.regional offices to communica
deaf persons who owti or have access to similar an e
units consist pf,'a phone dial, a TV screen for reading
incoming messages, and a special tape recorder. Deaf
persdns use the system by dialing special OCR phone
numbers, then typing out their message on a keyboard. At
the other end of the tine, the typed messaga,is displayed
on a 12-inch black and white video screen. I f the person on
.the receiving end wants to keep a permanent record of the
conversation, he can type-eecord the individual tones that
each key makes nd from this recording obtain a printout
of the converse ion. Conversations would be recorded
only with the kno ledge and consentof the person calling
the agency. - ill I
I ri addition to the permanent office units, OCR has also
°Mined 14 smaller, portable units which will be used by
field - investigators or in meetings attended by deaf
persons.

OCR has conducted two staff training sessions in order to
teach staff how to utilize the new equipment. In addition,
OCR/ will make information abaut the new .equipment
available to organizaltions of deaf persons, advocacy
groups and other organizatiohs which communicate with
the deaf. :.

"These units will allow OCR to communicate in an
expeditious manner- with those persons with hearing
Impairments to answer their questions, and,assist them in
understanding their rights," said David S. Tatel, Director
of Office for Civil Rights.."Ws will make special efforts to
let deaf people kridif that:they now are able to bring their
questions and complaints to this agency on a basis
comparable to the telephone service accorded those who
are not deaf."

k

v.

/

The list of regional offices, the numbers that can be'cal led
by letypewriter, and the states served by each regional
offic follow

Bost6n O 617-223-4000
(Conneoticut, Maine, Massachusetts,
Rh9de Island, Vermont)"

New 'York 212 -264 -9464
(New'tlersey, New York,Puert Rico,

Philadelphia . 215-596-679
(Delaware, D.C., Maryland, Pennsyl ania, Virginia, West
Virginia)

Atlanta 404-221-2010
(Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, Mississippi,
North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee)

Chicago 312-353-1949
(Illinois, Indiana, Minnesota, Michigan, Ohio, Wiscon-
sin.)

Dallas 214-767-6599
(Arkansas, Louisiana, NeW Mexico, Oklahoma, Texas)

New Hampshire,

Virgin Islands)
- a

Kansas City 816-3745025
(Iowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska).

Denver 303-837-3439
(Colorado, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota,
Utah, Wyoming)

San Francisco 416-556-1933
'(Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada, Guam, American
Samoa)

Seattle 206-442-7486
(Alaska, Idaho, Oregon, Washington)

Cleveland Office
(Cleveland area)

Headquarters
(Washington, D.C.)

2

216-522-7022

202-472-2916

I
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1-tUD Selects States For
Mental Health
DemRnstration Housing .1 f'

at

hiousin and' Urban Development Secretary atricia
Robert Harris recently announced the selec f 14. . P
state to participate in a' unique demonstration . ` sing
program for persons with effonic mental illness,--------

The "Demonstration Program for Deinstltationalization of
the Chronically Mentally Ill" was-lif t announced by
Secretary Harris and First Lady Rosaly.n Carter on June
15, 1978. Each state was invited to cony to for the.com-
munity-based housing demonstration at that time. Forty-
five states submitted proposals and 14 states have been

to be eligible,

The States of Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Kentucy, Mary-
land, Massachusetts,. Michigan, Minnesota, New Jersey,
New York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhod Island and
Vermont have been notified, of their elig bility for the

. . program. ..

The highly original program marks the first time life) and
the Department of Health, Education, and Welfare have
wDrked in tandem th?ough the states to addreskboth the
housing and the support service needs that persons with
chronic mental illness often face in their return to com-
munity based living. The program will be funded by $15
million of HUD Direct Mortgage Loans for construction, $3
million of HUD rent subsidy funds to supplement
residents' incomes, and a waiver system which states can
use to channel HEW support services funds to the
residential program.

The Deinstitutionalization Housing program will afford
private, nonprofit sponsors in each eligible state an op-
portunity to join in a partriership with Federal and State
governments to address the persistent hoilaing and
human service needs of persons with chrOhic mental
illness who are capable of living in community based
housing. The focus of the program will allow for HUD and'
HEW funds to be targeted. in those states with not only th
most need, but also the mqst r'e'sources to insure that
a successful program for the chronically mentally 'ill'4.i
achieved.

The program will.also serve as/a model to demorst( ate
.

,

ht Federal, State and private resources can be mobiliZed

Final awards will b4ade prior to dictober'1, 1978. Por
more information, contact:

Gail Gebran
U.S. Department of Housing

and Urban Development
Roomil106
451 7th ,Street, S.W.
WC,00ingfon, D.C. 20410
TeleQ2)55-7366.

1

KRM Qraws Crowd al
HEW 25th Anniv ary

The Kurzweil Reading Machine was one of four featiglad
technological exhibits at the recent 25th anniversgy
celebration of the U.S. Department of Health, Education,
and Welfare. Selected as the outstanding demonstration
of the application of technology to the needs of the blind,
the KRM was on display in the lobby of-the new Hubert H.
Humphrey Building i'frIgashington during the May23-24
event. The Bureau of Education for the Handicapped and
the. Rehabilitation Services Administration have funded
the distribution and evaluation of the machine in schools
and other settings.

,on nat onal scale to address the residential and service
nee f hundreds of thousands of persons with chronic
mental illness now residing in large State or county-
operated institutions.

The demonstration will be, administered by HUD accord-
ing to procedures already established in the Section 202
Direct Loan Program.

1
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Announcement

Rehabilitation Conference

The Menninger FoundstionAvill sons a national con-,-ference on the psychological aspects o rehabilitation in
Topeka, Kansas, October 5-7., 1978. The conference will
attempt to bring tog4ther prolessionals° in the widefieid Of
rehabilitation to address the problem of coordination and
deliVery.of services to the handiCapped The goalwill be to
provide a foruM from which4 wide variety of issues and
experiences cart be brought together. "The conference
provides, ". asbirector James C. Folsom, M.D., states, an
oppOrtunity to listen, tb gi'ow, to break witVradition, and
to Melt away prejudice; Superstitions and myths." For
more information contact: Mri.. June Housholder, Cgordi-
nator of Continuing Education, The Menninger Founds-
lion, Box 829, Topeka, Kansas 66601. Tel.: (913)234 -9566,
ext. 3685.

Professor of Human 'Development, Florence Heller
'"'6raduate..-School, Brandeis University.4

(44/
/

Disabled Expo West >tt
Disabled Expo West, an international exposition of space-
age gadgetry for the disabled, will be held in San
Francisco, May 26-28, 1979. The Expo, sponsored by
Garden Sullivan Rehabilitation of Pacific Medical Center,
will feature an array of prototypes, interiordesigns, recre-
ation ideas, and services.

'Expo officials are appealing to inventors and developers of
special equipment for the disabled, and plan to exhMt as
many as possible in an effort to stimulate manufacture.
more information, contact: Disabled Expo West, 2750
Geary Street, San Francisco, California 94118. Tel.: (415)
922 -7161.

Kennedy institute for Handicapped Children
libido Developmental Disabilities Conference

Autism, behavioral meeticinit, education, genetics, and
sob-MC and ethical issues were, the fcrcus of the John F.
Kennedy Institute for. Handicapped Children's confer-
ence` on "Developmental Disabilities: Future' directions
and the Challenge of Applying What We Know," held June
14-16 in Baltimore, Md.

The keynote address for the confereiVelwas given bi Dr.
Julius Richmond, Surgeon General of the United, tates,
and guest lecturers i cluded: Dr. Wilbur Cohen, ean,

`University of Michiga School of Education; Dr. arl-
Haywood, Professor of sychology and Special Educa-
tion, Peabody College; and Dr. Gunnar Dybwad, Emeritus

l
Experts from the Kennedy Instifute and Johns Hopkins
offered presentations on thtt. various topics as part of

%ourse that Dr. Hugo W. Moser., Director of the Kenney
Instilute,rsays$ has been "designed to explore theniultiple
aspects of developmental disabilities, both et, the basic
science and the applied level." The challenge to the con-
ference members, said Mo$er,Lwould then be "delivering
the benefits of this knowledge to developmentally
disabled persons and their familiesr

The three-day conferencerwas the culmination of a ear of
scientific Conferences held inikconjunction wit tenth
anniversary of the John F. Kennedy Institute or Handi-
capped Children. -' .

.

The Johns Hopkins University School a Medic l:le'
certifies that this continuing medical education activity
meets the criteria for 21 credit hours in Category 1 of the
Physician's Recognition Award of the American Medical
Association.' i

For more information on the conference, contact:

Mrs. 'Kathy.Cloyd
The John F. Kennedy Institute

for Handicapped Children
707 North Broadway
Baltimore, Maryland 21205
Tel:.(301.) 955;4432

Down's Syndrome Congress

The Down's Syndrome Congress Sixth Annual Conven-
tion will be held in Boston, November 11 and 12, 1978.Vhe
program will cover a gamut of topics including work-
shops involving parent groups: physical and occupational
therapy, religious concerns, weight control, research
update, siblings, and a workshop for professionals. The
keynote speaker will be Dr. Allen Crocker, Director of the
Developmental Evaluation Clifiic at Children's Hospital in
Boston. Dr. John Rynders, DSC board member and
Professor of. Special 'Education from the University of
Minnesota, will be speaking on Project Edge.

All persons interest in Down's syndrome are invited to
attend.. You need t be a member' of the Down's
Syndrome Congress to attend the,Convention. For more
information, contact Joe Canning, 35 Narragansett
Avenue, Pawtucket, RI 02861. Tel.: -(4191)-723-5489.
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Special Education PrOducti'
Linc Services, ('ric., recentl awarded licensesZelective
Education Equi-Pment, Inc. E), Newton, ss .antla4-
Encyclopaedia Britannica ducationaft
Chicago, III., fot two special education prO4Uctedevel. Ne
Coed by-the' Bureau Of Education for the Handicapped.
SEE Mill Tlistribute What,11 You Couldn't, a rrfultimedia
program c posed of peOen units about' .handicaps .

designed to s naitiatleiernent#ry school nOndisabledchil- infirm
dren to a e of handicapping conditions. EBE will'
distribute "People You'd Like to Know," ten 10-minute Due t
tiirns to help nonhandicapped children respond positively U.S.A., pu

1

7 ' t2471.

Vli Publications
;TrThq

. w

,

shone! Access' Guide

p pular demand, Rehabilitatiop, International
lishers of Rehabilitation World, will reprint

78- International Directory of Access Guides for*t handicapped children n schools! For more infOrmation their.. 19

h out the project and how to acquire B'EH-developed ma- free distribu
voluntary anq other nonprofit organizations. The directo-
ry contains 215 currently available access guides for the
disabled, compiled by the travel survey staff of Rehabilita-
tion World. For a free copy, wr. to: Access Guide,
Rehabilitation International U.S.AN 0 West 40th St., New
York, NY 10018. _

te 'els, contact Victor .Fuchs, Dire tor, Market Linkage
Project for Special Education, Lific Services Inc., 829
Eastwind Drive, Westetville, Ohio 43081. Tel.: (614) 890-
8200. -

AAESPH Conference

"Focus on Quality," the fifth annual confe nce of the
American Association for the Education of e Severely-
/Proloundlyytandicapped, will be held in Baltimore, Mary-
land, Octoider 25-27, 1978. The only national conference
exclusively concerned with severely/profoundly handi-
capped citizens, "Focus on Quality" will bring together the.
leaders in all areas of this ,field to share ideas and
strategies. Presentations will concentrate on seventeen of
the currently most talked about topics in education and
living for this population. Over 150 speakers and exhibi-
tors will share their knowledge via discussions and audio-
visual presentations. Foy more information, write: Ameri-
can Association for the Education of the
Severely/Profoundly Handl pped, 1600 West Armory
Way, Seattle, Washington 981 9.

Reseir6h Writing Contest
1,1)The Presi t's Committee 1"- = mployment of the Hand

capped as recently announced its annual "Abili
Counts" Research Writing Contest. The theme for 19
"A Ramp Is a Step Ahead." The contest is first conducted
on the,State level, with the finalist competing in a plional
contest. All juniors and seniors in high school are eligible"'
to enter. ThiS is an opportunity for them to possibly win

ii-cash prizes from $500 to $2,000.. For more
information n contest rules and procedures, Write:
"Ability Counts Research Writing Contest, the lir si-
dent's Cortimittee on Employment of the Handica ped,
Washington, D.C. 20210. Tel.: (202) 653-5008.

.
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on to disabled individuals, their families, and

Access Booklet
A Guide to C mmunity Action, published by the Rehabili-
tation Institut of Chicago, describes the Institute's prOj-
ect ACCESS CHICAGO/. With this project, the Institute
has developed a unified approach t the barriers problem,
utilizing a variety of community gr ups and resources. Its
projects have been geared to ards general public
awareness as well as consultation with business and gov-
ernment bodies on specific barrier problems. The booklet
describes the project's history, methods of operation, apd
Federal barriers legislation, and contains list ofresource
Persons and organizations. Available from: ACCESS
CHICAGO, Rehabilitation Institute. of Chicago, 345 E.
Superior Street, Chicago, Illinois 00611. Tel.:1312).525-
2071.

Communication Aids and Techniques
Communication Outlook is a new quarterly newsletter
addressed to all individuals interested in the application of
modern technology to the ne,eds of persons who experi-,
ence cbmmuniCation tiandicapi due to neurological Or (Or
neuromuscular cOnditions. The newsletter will serve as a,.
forum for ideas, issues and new developments in this field.
Communication Outlook is edited and published jointly by
the Artificial Language Laboratoir, , Comppter Science,
Depavrtment, lilichigan State Univ@rsity, and the TRACE
'Research and Development Center Jar the Severely, '.
Communicatively Handicapped, University of Wisponsin,.
Madison. It is the pfincipal publication of the International
Action Group for. Communication Enhancement. Sub-
scriptions are $10 per year ($12 outside North America).
Single copies are available for $3.00. For more informe-

r- tion, write to: Communication Outlook,. Artificial Lan-
guagiLaboratorji, Computer Science Department, Michi-
gan State University, East LaAing, Michigan 48824,

746.



Mentally;filtakqed.;Flearhin Out Diagnosedto Parents of Newly iagsed Hetarded '
_Childre available from the St... Louis Associ tro:r? for
.Retarde Children, is a-training manual for peopl ncitler-

,.ganizations bcho want' to develop a parent-tit-parent
.intervert/ippOrogram. Called the, Parent Cuireach, Pro-

ithetfrrog ram responds to the heeds of families, with
newborn on -newly diagnosed mentally.s.retaibed 'children. \
Based-is-it the belief that early intervention with parents is
crucial, support is given by professionally trained.parent
volunteers who have themselves experienced and re-
solyed similar concerns. Copies of the guide are available
for $1.50 each and can be obtained by contacting: Parent
Outreach, St. Louis Association for Retarded Children,
1240 Dautel Lane, P.O. Box '27480, $t. Louis, Missouri

14. 63141. Tel.: (314) 569-2211.

Sourcebooks on Handicaps and Aging
The Minnesota Home Economics Association rids recent-
ly 'produced two annotated. sourcebooks, Developing
Potentials for Handicaps and Developing Insights into
Aging. These books cont in annotated listings for both
adreknistrative and-servic professionals and interested
lay ,Oersorrs. The comp hensive directories contain
resources re
medical faci I i ies, privete.or anizations, scholars, authors,

tesentative social services, businesses,

educational institutions, and government concerns.
Annotations V each include descriptions of resource,
price, order information, possible applications, and-
.audience suitability Single copy cost for each is $4.75.
(10% discount on 10 copies or more). Available from:
Minnesola Home Economics Association, 'c/o Garret
Russel, 452 Upton Ave., South, Minneapolis, Minnesota
55405. Tel.: (612) 374-1318.

Self-Help Devices

Aids to Make You Able, by Wendy Davis, gives a
"penoramic" view of self-help device's for handicapped
individuals. The book is easy to react, and is well
illustrated. A number of the devices mentioned can easily
be made a1titome at minimal cost. Copies are available
from: Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada (Prairie Divi-
Sion), 641 Tegler Building, 10189-101 St., Edmonton,
Alberta. T5J0T8
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Coihpetencres
,)

CorrralunitY Competencies fgr±the Handica#ed, pub-
lished by Charles C Thomas, piesentslan in ividualized
learning program to en le persona AO all ty s IRf hand-
icapsmental, phy,* and devekaprinental o receive ,
the instruction necess ,ry to' chuallfy_for.. a h stool
equivalency certificitte' Over 100 milestone co etericies
and performance indicators in ten. major su ect areas
form the basis of this program. Pricei.$10.75 vailable
Aom: Charles C Thoryias, Publisher, 301-327 ast Lew-
/*nos -Ave., Springfield, Illinois 62703.

Wheelchair Sp its
WheelchakCha ions, by Harriet May Savitzi the first
history of the dev iopment of wheelchair sport.Si he book
chronicles the sport from its beginnings, withi he tab-
lishment of wheelchair basketball and football :lye eran's
hospitals in the 1940's to today's international [ietwork of
competition in wheelchair track and field, r
archery, table tennis, weight-lifting, bowling, and a variety
of other sports. Price: $7.95. Available from: Thornas
Crowell CoMpany, 10 East 53rd Street, New York, N Y.
10022.

Crip -Trips

Produced by the Center fur Independent jiving in
Berkeley. California, the new_16 minute, 16mrh film, Crip
Trip, is described by its makers as being "designed ??,'raise
questions and prOvoke discussion in workshops or semi-
nars. It is a sensitizing tool which helps overcome fear and
anxiety about disability. The film speaks to people with
disabilities by heightening their awareness of their own
potential for independence. It is also'intended for. people
who interact with the disabled in their work." Rental: $20'
plus handling (applied to purchase within 36 days).-'1
Purhase price: $150. Available from: Canyon Cinema Co-
op, 2V5 3rd St., Suite 338, San Francisco, California
94107. Tel.: (415) 626-2255.

CORRECTION
Programs for the Handicappeci,28-3 incor-
rectly listed the price of the,fiffn "I'll Find a
Way" as $450. The correct price is $415. "the
film may be obtained by contacting:

Media Guild
P.O. Box 881
Solana Beach, CA 92075

,1.9



State Activities
(Continued trom page 11)

State. Florida presented a series of workshops on Section
503 orttie Rehabilitation Act of 19 3.

With the advent of P.L. 94-142 an Section 504, there is a
great deal of activity at all levet in regard to education..
There are developments in 71% f the states, New Jersey
leading the way byestablishing an advisory board which
apparently will have real impact. Legislation was passed in
29% of the states extending and complementing mandat-
ed federal actions. In those same states, significant non-
governmental activity was cited as occurring on behalf of
handicapped 'Individuals and education.

In the field of housing, only South Dakota could report that
legislati&rbad passed, with 41% of the states indicating

er types of 'activity. There is evidence, however, that
these actions are having impact. In New Jersey, ,a state-
wide steering committee has been established to develop
housing for handicapped persons. A survey to measure
the housing needs of 10,000 New Jersey residents also
underway. In Maryland, federal funding mechanisns are
being used to create new housing. Now that group
residences are authorized by statute in all pants of that
state, Montgomery County and Baltimore City corpora-
tions are working to establish housing for handicapped
people. Washington is hiding a conference concerning
the use of existing mechanisms to obtain more housing.

c,Atigch more activity was reported in the field of transporta-
tion with 71% of the states indicating governmental action
taken and 24% Frientipn Mg the passing of legislation. Plan-
ners of the proposed Baltimore subway system are
working with a committee of handicapped citizens. A pilot
paratransit system with 2,200 users now exists in that city.
While Baltimore refuses to retrofit existing buses to make
them accessible, NeW Jersey is doing so for 80 buses,
Massachusetts is requiring that at least one-third of its
new buses have lifts added, and Michigan is establishing a
Moratorium on the spending of new funds for transporta-
tion until accessibility is guaranteed. Washington, wh4re
water, transportation is importantNriade its ferry boats
accessible.

. 20

=k7;,tOne of the strongest suppOrted recommendations at the
White House Conference urged the establishment of a
state office to work On behalf of handicapped individuals.
The creation of such an office occurred in 35% of the
states, and significant progress is being made in another
53%. The need to establish a governmental focus to
advocate, coordinate, and monitor the implementation of
the recommendations is an important one. Some typesof
state conferences of handicapped persons are planned in
35% of the states, while another 29% h&c? already held
such a function. .The role of handicapped citizens in policy
fOrmation is expanding, and the influence of that "last .
rninoritYke.,fi:nally being felt. Perhaps thisdevelOpment is
best rePresented in the policy declaration. of the Texas.
legislature ,whiCh states that hanclicipped persont must
be able to live independent lives with dignity and full
participation in ,the community. The Governor of Texas
endorsed that policy and the people of Texas will vote on a
constitutional amendment embodying itduring the 1978
general election this NOvember.

The voice of the handicapped community, as transmitted
through the White House Conference, is now being heard
and some progress is being made. More important than
any single change, however is the evolution of the handi-
capped community from i group of individuals to a
committed citizens grOuP working' to construct an envi-
ronment in which disabled persons can realize the White
House Conference goal: an independent life with dignity
and foil participation in thecommunity

2
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New from OHI

BARRIER-FREE
VIRONMENT

RESOURCE GUIDE
I Information sources

Funding guide
Bibliography4f, Federal publications

Available wittout charge from
Office for Handicapped Individuals, DHEW
338D Hubert Humphrey Building
200 Independence Ave., S.W.
Washington, D.C. 20201
Tel: (202) 245-1961
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