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The President k
The ‘White House _ ﬁL, g
Washington, D{C. 20500 : - )
Dear Mr. President: v ] -~ _ T
Lo L | . o O N
I am pleased to ‘join with\the National Planning and Advisory Coungil s
of the White House-Conference on Handicapped Individuals in forwarying - -

>

Y inclo ure) ey
ERICnetosure

IToxt Provided by ERI

to you this plan of administrative and

ting the =ecommenda
Individuals.
actionse.

-

accumulated experience of those delegates.

The
initiatives.

-

Plas?t; provides us with
port esource in developi
I am creatirdg within the Department a White Hous
wiction Unit to initiate and monitor the tremendous amount of work t
must be done to evaluate these.actions steps carefully, to gathet

The aciion items are based on the recommendations made
the White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals

1egislaéive'éEtion'for inipl emen~ =
ons of the White House Conference on Handicapped ‘s
The LouhQil has produced an extensive set of .recommended’ -

;?’@elegates to
nd reflect the

s T

-

valuable document that will serve as an im- .

legislative'recommendations“and!program

onference
at
he type

of information necessary to develop them fully, and to drgﬁt the detailed
sppcifi¥ations. This™Unit! stands ready 'to provide liaison te the White
ﬁ;gsé and Congressionq@'staff offices.,
WS '

The National Planning and Advisory Council-a;d all of
citizens who par icipated'in‘th%@White House Cpngﬂt
Individuats are :B\stfkigﬁgg?ggﬁ%providing us with
" to improve the capaci y of pe“'

satisfaction in our society.”*
AR ' . /. )
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Sincerely,,

, #/Joseph A

v
-
'

. Califlno, J

f

ence on Handicapped

s’
5 -
“

our nation's w—

!

the direction necessary

3ons with disabilities to live with full

-
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., .. - White-House ConfereﬁCG,on Handicapped Individuals

IMPLEMENTATIQN PLAN PRESENTED
S ; TO THE PRESIDENT CONGRESS .

¢
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’ By,

‘Th‘e goal of havmg aclearly defined publn%pollcy on hand-
icapped individuals took a giant step

) recently when the final Implementation Plan developed

from,the recommendatidns of the delegates to the White

House Conference on Handicapped Indtviduals (WHCHI)

‘was approved by Secretary of Health, ‘Edyéation, and

Welfare Joseph A. @pllfano Jr.,-and formall¥ delivered to

the PreSJdent and%ongress for specific action.

The plan is the cul{f Shiation ofjanv-ﬂr?precpdented two yrear
effort that has mVolved thousands of handicapped
individuals, their families, providers of services and other
advocates (see White House Qonference Rrocegs, page 6).
It is the most definitive documentation .of the heeds and
required actions of disabled Americans to dat

~\
Jhe 420 finat recommendations address in detail the
" health, education, vocation, socfal. and economic needs
of individual$ with disabilities, as well as federal activities
which may,impact on 'tt']e lives of handicapped persons,
tuding tax policy, urbam, arld rura! development,
ransportation, housing, culture and leisure time actjvities,
natlonal parks. business and chmmerce, and publnc
awareness and senkitivity,
£ ’ '
In h|s transmittal letter to the Presmdent and Congress
WHCHI Chairman Henry Viscardi, Jr.,
diate attention to the’ followmg areas of concern identified'
in the, Implementation Plan ‘

\,1 Basic to the successful imp mentatton of the delegate
recommendations is the . in all’
initiatives of the unique andgdl eeds of individuals
who are handicapped. From~the Administration and
Congress these initiatives should includé, but not be
limited to, wélfare reform, tax reform, health insurancg,

labor and economic reform, and social security pro- -

osar _to -reality” |

-

called for imme-

major «.

grams. Immediate action should be taken to appoint"

handicapped consumers, as well as- their
parents/guardians and orgamzatlons repre;entmg
ther:, to all ecommittees esta’ohshed to deal with these
. is8ues at the appropzhate administrative levets.
9
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. ommended in the Implementation Plan shall be the.es-
- tablishment of a Federal center or office for coordinat-
ing programs and efforts on behalt of individuals with
handicaps. The center or office would provide tor the.
conduct of the critical functlons of advocacy, coordina-
_tion, assessment, enforcement census data coIIectlons,
barrier removal, public awareness. and assurance of aII
rqghts un\der the Civil nghts Act.
®

-

Focal point for the implementation of the actions rec- -

Equally |mp0rtant the Implementatlon Plan calls for the ‘

designation of ah individual by the President to function
art the Executive level i in the policy and decision making
o process. This individual \wou
Office of the President aanharqed with responsibility
- for coordlnatlng all polfcies and administrative activity
which® aHect individuals wuth digabilities and their
families, . .

zrom these initial actions, thé government can begin to
implement the specifig strategies -outlined in the Jmple-
mentation Plan (see Priority Action Items, page 4).

[ ¢ B
Secretary Califano has already announced the formation
of a seven-person Action Unit within DHEW to initiate,
monitor and evaludte the recommendations in the pian,

and to serve as liaison to the White House and Congres— .
" sional staff offices.

Py ) ‘ >

2 1 .

The A&ction Umt wfée supported by three advisory
groups, mcludmg a DHEW Intra-Agency Committee,-an
lnter«Departmental Task Force; and an Advisory Council
‘selected from groups involved in the White House Con-
ference. Ten Advisory Council members would have
disabilities. DHEW's Office of Humag Development Serv-

ices Office for Handicappe ividuals .will also
provideyprogram support-for evaluation, legislation. and
pyblicidfSrmation activities.

The final recommendations of the WF{e Héuse Confer-

. ence have been grouped to reflect the activities to be per-
»formed by the Federal, State or local government or the
L2 .
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be placed’ within the:
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prwate sector Specmc Feder I Ieglslatnon or administra-

ﬂttve responsiblhtres have bden. assigned for required

factlon in each of the recommended areas—support of
services, research, tralnlng, ‘Advocacy, enforcement
. information, etc. Actions for which responsnbllity resides.
‘with State or local government or the private sector have
‘beén identified without attempting to fix precnse responsi-
bitity due-td the differences in processes and procedures
among the many jurlsdictlons
Ab0ut 40. percent of the ﬁnal recommendations will
. require the attention of Congress and the Federal Gov-
ernment. A significaft portion of the actions will involve
. State and loc government.,an%i the remainder will be’ the
'responsrblllty o . the prw.ate sector.

—

4

The Implementatl n Plan,has beeh organized-to allow the
. reader with a majorservice focus—health, transportation,
. housing, etc.—to read only that section and ‘understand

.the action desired by the delegates to- address those

particular needs. Major areas of cross- cutting concerns,
however are add ressed‘hroughout the plan,

. 'Recognition of the |mportance of mter-r‘elatnonshrps
= among the needs of individuals with ndlcaps is: empha
. sized as prereqmsute for effective pl nning ‘of human serv-
..ices and economic support systems. Hepresentahon of
! _-handlcapped individuals at all Ievels of poncy—setilng and

1 decuann making, and public awareness and the need for
attitudinal.change are also major'cross- cutting concerr;s, -

as well as emp,oyment training, educatitn, human and
civil rights;” mdependent ang alternative living arrange-
ments, and attention to the

some individuals with disab#ffities

- Authors of the Implementation Plan stress that these
cross-cuttnng concerns do not constitute a costly set of
mmatuves Comprehensive planning;’ coordlnatnon and
administrativ management can result:in more efficient
and cost-effetctive service delivery. systems. Money saved
through- consolidation, rediractior, retraining, and rede-"
ployment of existing dollarj:nd human resources, and

-better. communication among providers of similar serv-

ices can be redirected into direct services for which there
will be an economic return, an increase in productivity, a
sense of self-tulfmment and for many,, mdependence*

2' 'i., » ’ ;

g
~
~

ique and special naads of \
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As the authors state, "It is sumply reasonable andrightto -
.spend sone time, thought and energy in order to address
these ldgitimate concerns and rights of Amencans with
dlsabulmes " . .. !

“The Nati'Qnal Planning and Advisory Committee notes,
" however,.that the findings contained’in the report of the
White House Conference on.Hangdjcapped Individuals will
“remain nothing more than simply a report unlessthereisa
viable |mplementat|on plan‘anda powerful commitment at
the Nationai, State and local Igvels. The Committee*is
confldent that'they have both. <
Plans are already bemg made to !mplement some; of the
recommendations of delega;es to the White House Gon-
ference. ‘A specific list of |mtiat|ves recently proposed by
the White House, a tentative. agenda for.action by DHEW's
Rehabllitation Services Administration, and an update of .
activities at the staté Ievef are offered in this issue of
F‘rog'rams for the Handlcapped
Mem bers o the Whlte House Conference's National Plan-
ning and Advriow Council, who were the primary authors
of the Implementation Pian, caution: howéver ‘that the
' plan-is just a beginning. The;real effort to insure that
people with disabilities .are able to “partucupate fully in
society and enjoy fts benefits is stil| ahead. It is atask that
will require the combined effoit of goJ'ernmentataII levnls
\ and the support and invnlvement of the antire natinn tn
succeed $
]
An’ rmtlal prlntmg of the WHCHI Irnplementatron Plan will
include automatic distgiblitipn to all participants of the
White House Conference and all Mémbers of Congress
Additional distribution has ot been determined at m.n
time, however. so- anyone mteresté'd in receiving ncrry ¢
"~ the Implementatuon Plan e.hoqu direct inqguiries

Office for Handlcapped Individuals, DHEW

Rdom 338D Hubert H. Humphrey Building

Washmqton DC 20204 - b

3
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' White House Conference Implementation Plan

Priority Action Ite
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The National Planning anw Couficil has jdenti-  CONSUMER INVOLVEMENT IN PLANNING AND
\fied the following priority a n items among the 810 rec- DECISION MAKING

ommendations_ and 142 resolutions passed. by the
delegates to t, thite House Contference on Handi-
capped individl 2

K .

¢

FORMULATION OF NA"FI%;NAL POLICY

‘“'{* The Administration shall move immediately to fdmulate

and issue a strong Statement of national policy to ensure
that individuals with disabilities may par‘tlcujmp fully in
- our society with full enjoyment of its benefits
L)

Formulation of this policy shall include and go bevond
reference to health, education, vocation, social. and
economic needs  of individuals with disabilities and
encompass all Federal activities which interact with
people and which may impact on the lives of persons with
disabilities, including tax policy. yrban and rural develop
ment. transportation, housitig, recreatior, national parks,
business and comvunorern
sansitivity

And public awarennge nndd

The Administration shall include individuais with disabili-
ties, their parents or guardians, ahd their arganizations in
this formulation of policy

[ 4

RECOGNITION OF THE UNIQUE l*EEDS OF
INDIVIDUALS WITH DISABILITIES

The Administration and the Congress shall recognize and
respond to the.unique ahd distinct needs of individuals
with disabilities in all program initiatives and operations,
including but not limited to welfare reform, tax policy.
health insurance, transportation, and housing

Recognmon of these needs is arequisite for |mplement|ng
the concept of independent living in the least restrictive
environment. the active development and adaption\to
technology, and the appropriaté .and most effectiver
del:very of services

Q

u

The*Administration shall take immediate action to appoint.
individuals with disabilities, their pdrents or guardians,

and persens from organizations representing them to all
boards, committees, and commusslonsm decision making
roles on substantive issues whlch)mpact on their lives as
individual citizens. Not less, than one-half of the member-
ship of such planning and decision making bodies shall be
consumers with disabilities. Individuals who are aged,
from minority backgrounds, disabled veterans, and
individuals from rural regions shall be among those
selected or appointed. -

ESTABLISHMENT OF A FEDERAL PROGRAMS
COORDINATING CENTER

The Congress shall establish a Federal Center or office,
with firm statutory authority and adequate funding. to
coordinate all Federal programs and expenditures on
behalf of individuals with disabilities. Centel functions
shall include ~approval authority for fiscal and personal
allocation jin' new and existing programs, contmumg
needs assessment evaluation of program effectiveness
using appropriate measures of program outcome. devel--
opment of objectives and standards for program services,
monitori .of enforcement of laws affeoting handi-
capped perSons, identification of research and personnel
training needs, development ot legislative recommenda-
}nons public awareness and advocacy, and assurance of
equality of opportunity forsindividuals with disabilities.
This of{ice shal|, include: (1) a Presidential 'advisor
designated as the White House specialist on handi-
capped dindividuals; (2) a National Council of Handi-
capped Individuals, the memberghip of which shall be
one-halt disabled consumer, one-fourth parents or guard-
ians af handncapp‘ed individudls, and one-fourth from or-
ganizations and professional persons providing s es

Wrepresentlng persons who are disabled; and (3) a

fessional Advisory Council composed of designated ad-
ministrators from Federai agencies with legal responsibili-
tl/s to serve handic ed individuals.

X

o
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ESTABEISH“ENT OF A NATIONAL CLEARINGHOUSE
INFORMATION SYSTEM -

The Federal Government [shall establish a qational‘“
information clearinghouse and information system, with

- adequate .resources, to ensure. systematic delivery .of
information tg providers of services at all levels, as well as
to persons with digabilities, researchers, and the general

.public. An integral part of the national clearinghouse

would be a public awareriess. prograrh with maximum

" involvement of individuals with disabilities and their family

members, including disabled person$ who are aged or
members - of minority groups. The national information
clearinghouse may be a part of the Federal center to be es-

tablished. .. / » T -
\ -

ENACTMENT OF A COMPREHENSIVE NATIONAL -

HEAL

INSURANCE PROGRAM

K -

-

T Congress shall 'enact a comprehensive National

yz:Ith Insurance program to include a minimum of the
/'following: _ s

s medical care of individuals who cannot obtain
medical insurance because of “pre axisting condi-
tiohs";
an expanded program of preventive megdicing in
health services to prevent disability and exacerhation
of disability; !
q‘rovision that individuals with dieabi]itie\ may
become employed without fear af losing health
insurance benefits;
provision for home based care. and =Rpropriate
support services, such as attendants, a2ccessible
transportation, prescription medicine and supplies
self-help aids and(e\quipment or devicaes: and
emphasis on the nagds ctparsons requirinainrgter.
rarg and anscigtded living ~rrangroenta

[ 4

/

IDENTIFICATION OF A SINGLE
COMPLIANCE/ENFORCE

MST UNIT

The Administratton shall estaffish a single administrative
unit in the Department of Justice to enforce all civil Yights

" activities related to handicapped individuals, including all
sections of Titie V of the Rehabhilitation Act of 1873

AMEND CIVIL RIGHTS AN

l%cuvu. RVICE ENABLING
LEGISLATION .

f
The Congress sHall (1) amend the CiviiRights Act of 1964
to include individuals ‘with-disabilities. both physical and
mental. as among these tovered. and shall (2) amerd the
laws governing Federal empioyment to extend to the
disabled job applicant and enmiployée the protgctions now
afforded minorities, the aged, and women \

Q

AN ) 1
C .

-
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MOVE DISINCENTIVES TO WORK IN EXISTI;\IG
PROGRAMS - '

The Con.ggégs shall amend Social Sec)Urity legislation to
semove disincentives to work which currently exist in the.
Supplementa} Security Income and the Social Security
Disability Insurance programs, which arise from defining,
“disability” in terms of ability to earn a minimal amount of
income. The basic. problem be(gm\e[s magnified when
&ich a definition also governs access o‘a wide variety of
other suppgrtive services, including medical carethrough™
Medicaid and Medicare, respectively. Congréss shall also
increase allowances under these programs -to persons
who are disabled, anel?re@ove the one-third reduction in”®
bénefits for persons receiving Supplemental Security _.
Income who reside in the household of another person.

i R ! ]

CONTINUUM OF BASIC, CAREER TRAINING, AND
ADULT EDUCATION OPPORTUNITIES ..

Congress shall establish programs and priorities which™
ensure a continuum of edu‘%t' opportu‘nities taitored to* ,
the needs of the disahled pe @egardless of age which
engbles that person to achieve maximum potential,
ether it is edueation of self iff ‘order to promote
healthful, enjoyabhle living, or whether it is vocational-in
crder tn increase nptione fn\economi'c independence.

.-

q

v

1%0 CENSUS AND RELATED DATA COLLECTION'
N v

.The Adminjstration shall develop and fund broad-based
data collection efforts regarding persons with disabilities
beginninwith the 1980 Census, the 1981 follow-on
studies and subsequent data and survey eftforts The
census data required on individuals with disabilities shall
includa their numbers, characteristics, gengraphic distri

bution, age at onset. ethn";c origin and needs by age
grouping from infancy through senescense Data collect

ed shall be consistent with data needs of service programs

- Tor [planning/Jand providing appropriate cervices rto

4 L/ ' ' /

C

individuals with disahilitie®

acTioN TR IMPLEMENT RECOMMENDAJ:% .
THE WHITE HOUSE CONFERENCE "

v

The Administration shall commit itself to the recommen- -
dations of the %glegates to the White House Conference
on Handicappéd Individuals. and this implementation
plan. "as its agerida for planning and implemanting
programs for indiviQuaIs with disabilities. In development
of the actidns called for in the Implementatidn. Pian, the
Administration shall draw on such in-depth studjes as the
recent "Returning the Mentaily Handicappedq tojthe Com-
munity.” and shall institut jimmediately such other
evaluation activities and stud¥es as are necessary for full
program development and actlon. T 'f

i
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White House Contsrence on Nandicapped IﬁdiV?Huals, May 1977

3

Unprecedented Effbrt of Thousénds'Le‘d-toWHCHl\ Impléme'ntation- Plan

The brduous procqs?tha_t went into theYifial Implementa-
tion Plan of the White House Conferqpce on Handi-
J:apged Ihdividuals had'its roots in the passage ofthe 1974
Amean

ents to,the Rehabifitatior Act. The §ongress, in
its degire to provide al! hﬁndic:apped American$ equal op-
po iy, equal access, and equal rights, amended the
original legislation of 1973 toinclude, among other things,
the “White House Conference on Handica*ed individu-

als Act.”

v L J

This act authorized and provided funds for a national
convention forQhe purpose of assessing the problems of

andicapped individuals, ganerating national awareness
of those problems, and developing recommendations for
legislative and administrative actions to allow individuals
with handicaps to live independently. with dignity. and
with integration into community life.
Half the representatives to this conference were disabled
persons, 25 percen\t wereparents or guardigps of persons
with handicaps, and the remainder were. from service
_delivery pr rams.’or‘ganizatirg}s of handicapped individ-
“uals, provider orgghizations, and othe? interested individ-
vals or groups. ’
‘A 28-member National Planning and Advisory Council
(NPAC) compose® of hajdicapped individuals, educa-
tors, rehabilitation specﬁl%’
workers, gggernment officidls, and members of families
that included relatives with disabilities was cri@ated to
provide guidance forghe planning, conduct, and follow-up
of the Conferenee. (

fhis'first part of the Congressionally mandated process

. called for every State and territory, including theDistrictof

Columbia, to condugt local forums prior to the National

IToxt Provided by ERI

-

|

. . h
. medical personnel, social

]

) N IS e
Conterence. EVer 100,000 persons took part in these
“’ﬁ‘ﬁni-con:zje, Ces.” hald in 1976, and Mote than 22,000
recomme f‘_a_tiOns were produce U

The-National Confererrére wias convened in May 1977. Over
3700 delegates from State conferences, delegates™
large presenfing minoritieg and severely disabled),
alternates, observers, and guests gathered in Washington
{o shape the recommendations of the local forumis into a
%/iabre national policy, The original recommendations
were synthesjz€d and prioritized into 3,500 recommenda-
tions under 287 issues prior to the national meeting. After
discussion and debate, deieg’ates were then asked to vote
their first, second anq third choices of action froeramong
these recommendations. The final result of the confer-
ence was 810 recommendations angy142 resolutions,
(_:éonference.

which were voted on by maijl after

The National Planning and Adyv sory Council then
-incorporated these recommendatidns and reguldtions
into six papers focusing on health, education, economics,
social, speeial and cross-cutting cohcerns, which com-
prised the Kinal Report of the White Houseponference.

With the help of 15 State conterence co rdinators, tPe
NPAC further refined the recomimendations of the
delegates’to the White House Conference into a formal
Implementation Plan. The Plan consists of 420 specific
recommended actions on the pgrt of Federal, State, and
local governnfent and the privm sector.

’

ol

Fi.nally. the Fimplementation Plan was reviewed for -
technicat agcuracy by a DHEW group appoirtted by

Secretiry Chlifano after final draft approval by the NPAC. ./~

Presentatio to the President and the Congress was ac- J
complishedfJune 20, 1978, when the S retary signed the

\Q‘

Itr;ansmittal letter. \ ‘@ \ "
~ - ‘ .
g \ - ‘;
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" A little over a year has passed since delegates represent-
- ing handicapped citizens across the ‘country met-at the

White H0use Conference on Handicapped Individuals.

The enthusrasm exclternent and common voice that was
then shared by those delegates as they-caucused forvotes
and support has abatéd somewhat. Thelr recommenda-
ement, thelrspurltand intense effort have

* tions iheur iny

been encased within the massive conference Fina/ Report,
which stands ©on shelves across the nation as a silent
reminder of those dramatic,and historical days. In some

quarters the silence is deafemng because of its.stark
- contrast to the noise and.¢ )

oh'nmendatrons -‘ ¢

on the needs #Md rights of handicapped individuais, and

t\he.beginning-of legislative and. administrative’ program-
ing. and action designed to rectify past wrongs and

. ensure that our handicapped citizens are provided equal

status and protection under our laws. Yet, this year the
action has been répiaced by a sense of anxiety that the

momentum that was so intense during the conference may
have receded .
and less dramatic nature of the implementatioh process.
Prorgkess has, however, been made. The implementation
of the recommendations and fulfillment of commitments
made  by=our poliical and admlmstrathe leaders have
begun : “.
_3

The greatgst impact of the Conference has probably been
" at the staté level. Several states have already held follow-
up'tsgnferences These conferences have focused on their
prqvious )recommendatuons and the success with which
these recommendations were adopted at the National

ates assembled thelr :tegislative ang, admmus-

I ple- representmg thirty-five' mil-
entaily and p@;smally disabled Americans met
during that week in May. The eonference was both the
* culmination of years of preparation by’ individuals and
advocacy greﬁs who sought to focus, national attention

. anxiety resulting from the less visible

*by the White House Conferen"ce as was the éuppoﬁt ‘n

*

Confetrehce, Impact has also continued to be féltat the >?
Qgironal level iri the areas of transportation and housing. «

sident Carter's recent reitération of his support for the,

Transbus is an example of the continued effectiveness ofs

“~the White House Conference. Ms. Patricia Harris, Sécre-
tary of HUD, who voiced strong support for housing for
handicapped |nd|v1duals at the conference, has been
responsible for a number of pieces of legistation that seek
to implement her support.

The surge of interest and support for Sectuon 504 has\
\ndoubtedly been the result of the momentum gexerated
Q

demonstrated for the céncept of Civil Rights fof the hanﬂ—
icapped. l;l.owever these exampiag_of individual inftid+’
tives and programming have been dimmed by’the’lac g

the interim Action Unit which was to ove)&eie the
implementation -activities during this year. . has only
recently begun. Appointments to this- mteru'n group have
been hampered by Federg( personnet. cellmgs only
because of the commitmentrof Mr. Robert' Humphreys,
Cammissioner of RSA has some'progress been made WIth
the staffing of this group. r

. ~ N
1

(‘«'

The reorganization of RSA has?l hampﬂt’ed ~t’ne
implementation of the White Hous Cogferenc
mendations. Trme and effort have o diverted trefn
legislative and admidistrative dnitiat es r’egardmg the
implementationeffortto concerhs ove; O{ggmzatlonatand
'structural matters. Instead. of the dynaﬁrﬂdteadershlpand
direction the conference participants adexpe,cted atthe
federal vel there has emerged actlvity -&nd energy

concerned with maintainirig a holding pattern whlle the .

FtSA reorganization is completed . 8
' .",'.-...“ ..u.a;‘- .

A new squrce of anxiety has emerged in the- forrh of
Proposition 13 in California. Legislators across the
country are taking another hard-look at their state
-priofities. The Center for Independent Living in Berkeley,
a model pfogram, has been one of the victims of the 60

cut in property taxes in(CaIifornia. The Center's budget

was reduced by 25%. The number of existing prograins for

handicapped persons in other states that will aiso face -~ .

reduced state allocations is at the present a perplexing
unknown,

Although there have been setbacks in the i ‘

ot the White House Conference recommendations, the

commitment and support of the Administration and :

Congress have not lessened. There. remains much to be
done to perpetuate the influence and ¥mpact emanatlng

from the White House Conference. Handicapped individu-.

als and their advocate3 must renew their efforts and not
become dlscouraged by implementation efforts thus far* ‘it
the tion and enthusiasm that existed during the
Conference can be regained, then tgg goals establiskhed at
the Conference can be achleved 5

-

) ‘Dr. Galloway is D/rgctor)of thJ Division 01 Educatrdh

Mode! Secondary School for the Deaf Ga/lqudet College
Washington, D.C.
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5 The Rehabtlitaioh Services Admimstratioh L
Plans for The Future' A Tentative Agenda o j"vi - |

»
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i.

héensive needs of handicapped individuals must awalt the
‘development of a natighal, coordinated policy. In an
earlier concept paper on the problems,” needs, and
approaches to solutions for disa8led Americans, however,
Robert R. Humphreys, Commissioner of DHEW's Ftehabll-
it ion Services Administration (RSA), strongly recom-

ded some major new initiatives in legislation and ad-
mlnlstratrve action that can bring more rationality,
_coherence, and efficiency. to the Federal Government's
“efforts to begin to bu:ltrthe capacity for provndlng a
£ nationwnde serwce network for handlcapped people.

The desugn ot new Fed:;l systems to meet the compre-

Commnssnoner Humphreys believes that the rdorganiza-
tion of the Offlce of Human Development Serviges, which
0, nncludes RSA, has established the structural framework
' necessary to begin this effort. Pending the specific rec-
omme‘ndatlor}s of the DHEW Action Unit and the three
_Supporting” advisory coungils, RSA is tentativety looking
. toward |mplemantatlon of | new concepts ina number of
» ° @reas. ‘
r 1 . ré
N Thr% major Ieglslatwe initiatives have been presented to
the Congress as proposals to amend and extend the
/ Rehablptatlon Act and the Develo ntal Disabilities Act.
‘T As of this- ~writing, these and ther proposals are still
pendmg in Congress. If passed, the Administration's
3 .proposals will fill major gaps in services to people with
" disabllities, and will build capagities in communities,
' . States and the Federal Goverr?%
‘comprehenswe service network. They are:

A
I

I

“ # e Independent living rehabilitatior$ervices will be es-
S tablished, first on a: limited scale through project
e grants. .

ance centers | be. ‘éstabhshed in each regian ‘to
assist local governmen
disabled residents.

> ® Community bﬁeﬁd information and technical assist- 9

in meetlng the needs of

.. ® Ap expanded system ofgovernment-lndustrymterac-‘ ©o
< tion to-provide jobs to disabled people will be".

s unitlated with natignal guidance and direction -pro-

. vided by 38 which will plan and build a web otsuch;
( mteractto goss the nqnon !

N S T
Commission ¢ Humphreys notes, however, that the?e
legislative proposals are quite e modest, and will not begin
to meet the total need. They represent a beginning, and

a “national commitment to’pr € acontinuum of care for
-our disabled citizens.” -

1

> ’ e

né for developing a |

I

Some additional new directions currently bei_ng explqr_ed.

are: o
Kl o ‘ /:

- ® Working toward a fully coordinated Head Stért spe- =
cial education-vdcational* education- vocatnonal He- '
habilitation program, nationwide. , .

® Undertaking a comprehenswe natlonal surVey ot
disability and service needs, wnth conSequpnt devel~

" ppment of a national data system on dlsﬁblli;ty

¢ Mounting a major outreach and referral program with
respect to disabled individuals who are egregaously,,
underserved—those with multiple handlcapspf phys-
ical or mental disability combined wsth c;ultural'and
economic deprivation. . ‘o

¢ Creating a coordinated program of detnstttutlonallza-

-, tion involving transijtional living; group ‘homes, and

habilitation and’ abllltation services. w7
* Eliminating disinEentives.to rehab‘;tltatlon mclu"dtng
the retention of Medicare~Medicaid beqetlts andfood. "
 stamps after employment.

Supporting legal as’sfstance centers for the-disabled

to protect their rtghts urider Title V of the Ftehablhta-

tion Act. .

* Establishing a natidnwide system of client: assistance
programs so that through omsbudsmeh, disabled
individuals will be able to “fight the systam” to obtain
the fullest possible service benefits. $

* DeMonstrating new approaches to meeting the
transportation .and residential needs of d|sabled
peopie.

* Initiating a cooperative research effort in centrat
nervous system (spinal cord) regeneration, and in
areas of disability prevention, amelloratlon and
trgatment.

* Adppting new focus for international rehabilitation
interchanges to take advantage of technologital and * -
servncedellvery innovations of develop&d nations.

® Exploring ways to meet the need for new or renovated
rehabilitatipn facilities and physical |mprovements in’
institutions which house physically .and entally

dlsablw
Humphreys says thht the potentnal now exlsts for dramat-

e ‘breakthroughs for disabled Americans, and adds, “We

)

)
.

must have the wnll and the determination to see to it that

i being® disabled in America is not a continuation .of that
¢ which has gone on before. We must, as a government,

relntorce our commitment to meet head-on one of the

_‘majorach'allenges of our day—bringing into the main-

streamn of American society a vulnerable.an precious
human resource——@e millions of disabled citizdns in our \

. Iand



‘White House Initiatives
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Dunng the Presidentlal campaign and in several public
statements in the; last year and a half, President Carter has

expressed h|s strong desire to see the role of the Federal -
Government in helpihg handicapped persons significantly .

-enhanced. Progress has been made in this area—namely
‘Section 504,01 the Rehabilitation Act and the Education for

AII Handlcapped Children Act—-but much remains to be
“done.

*e

The White House has pledged its full effort in fulflllmg

those past commitments, and recently listed six specific -

initiative areas involving complex mterageney coordina-

" tion designed t& improve heaith care for

people. In“follow-up letters to all Cabinet Secretaries jn

andicapped’ .

June, the White House requested that each Secretary. -

designat aff for their departments to work on the
following -is3
I’; -

1. ‘Evaluate the need for continuing the present 29 month
Medicare waiting perrod requirement,
2. Evaluate’ and propose approaches te improve and
integrate reseauch and deveIOpment efforts government-
wide. - *
3. Evaltiate present efforts and propose new methods to
encourage deinstitutionalization (independent living)
through the turnishing of additibnal support services and
the training and hiring of auxiliary hedlth workers and"V
- aids, including upempleyed handicappéd workers.
4. Propose an Interagency action plan for obtaining
" Senate ratification of the Florence AgFeement—an agree-
ment which would facilitate the free flow among countries *
of products and materials for physically and menjally
handicapped ‘persons, with ali trade barriers eliminated.
5. Evaluate prgsent efforts and propose improved ways to
encourage more medical students to enter rehabilitative
medicine, and to integrate into the general curriculumén
awareness of the needs of handlcapped patients.
6. /Prepare an Interagency plan with options for assuring
effective government-wide coordination ot handicapped
programs and policies, including follow-up to the White
House Conference on Handicapped Individuals.

~

|
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. White House Conference on ° -
‘Handicapped Individuals b

PUBLICATIONS

~
. -

ground and reference papers In a 466 page bound

volume prepared for Conference delegates by
* subject matter authoritigs to serve as basic resource
 material for discussiops during §he Conference.
Papers concern the prdblems and needs of per50ns
with: handucapping con mOns

Hand|capped Individuals, DHEW, 338D Hubert H.
Humphrey u|ld|ng, Washington, - D.C. 20201.
Inciude a self-addressed maillng label.

Volume n: Fmal Report Three separately bound
sections totalmg 797 pages: o~
Part A: Pnnc:|pal d
‘abbrevrated fashion the top three recommenda-
. tions in dach issue under the topic areas of Health,
Education, Social, Economics, Special and Miscel-

Confeggnce in May 1977. In addition, Summaries of
the his%f the Gonference, the Open Forum, and
Special tings and Semlnars are presented 188

page bound volu

Part. B: Statistical section of the .Final Report.
Included are statistics relating to Conference
attendance, financial data, types of disabling .,
conditions .represented by delegates and demo-
\graphlc voting charts. >

as passed by mail vote by delegates following the
Conference. Names of State Directors, Conference
Delegates, and Alternates are listed by state and

» territory. Also listed are ‘Delegates-at-Large. 320
page bound volume.

Available for purchase at $16°50 fromthe Superln-
tendent of Documehts, U.S. Government Prlntnng
Omce. Washington, D.C. 20402. Order by dogu-
men,t:name and stock number 040-000-00388-6.
NOTE: Vo1ume Il is available only in boxed sets.
Individual' parts of Volume: Il are not availabte for
purchase through the Government Prlﬁtung Of-
fice.

A 140 page summiary and review of the Final Report
has been prepared and is available free while
supplies last. Send self-addressed riailing label to
Final Report Summary Ofﬁ'Qe for Handicapped
Individ Is, DHEW.’ ’338D "Hubert H. Humphrey

Building, Washmgton DC 20201. -

Y B

Volume I: AWa'renessK;’apgrs: Twenty-four back-
Sjngle copies are available from the OffGe for .

ument of Final Report crting in -

laneous Concerns, as voted upon by delegates atthe

PartC: Llstsalbreco mmendations and all resolutions -

i
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by David Ptéifter, Ph.D.
Massachusegtts State Director of the
White House Conference on Handicapped ndividuals
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— Whife House Conference: = -
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. L ]
Michael Giampietro
AsSociate Director in Massachusetts of the
White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals.
J ? . .

b N /
( The following report was presented by Dr. Pteiffer to the
President's Committee on Employment

'Szrhe Handi-
capped, Washington, D,C., May 4, 197N

Progress in implementing the recommendations of the
White House Conference on Handicapped Individuals is
characterizeds by a slow yet a steady pace. Social and
political change in our system usually occurs in incre-
ments and that is what is happening now. TheFinal Report

-of the White House Conference on the national level was

presented to Rosalynn Carter and several Members of
Congress in aWhite House ceremony on March 2nd of this
year. At that time, mar¥y persons said that implementation
efforts must begin immediately. The Final Reportand the
Implementation Plan must not, it was repeatedly said; be
relegated to adusty shelf in the archives. We, the members
of the handicapped community, aretaking upon ourselves
the task of ensuring that activity on the federal level is
initiated and carried through. -

Interwoven with the implementation of White House Con-
ference recommendations are two key pieces of federal
legisiation: Section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act of 1973
and Public Law 94-142, the Education for All Handi-
capped Children Act. These acts are of majorconcern also
to the governors of various states. As a'result, the National
Governors' Association established a Program for the
Handicapped Implementation Working Group under the
auspices of the Commlittee on Human Resources which Is
chaired by Michael Dukakis, Gavernor of Massachusetts.
The Working Group will assess the implications of the
various pieces of federal legislation concerned with hand-
icapped individuals—especially Section 504 and P.L. 94-
142—and the White Hous¢ Conference recommenda-
tions. It will then attempt to Kevise viable mechanisms for

" meeting the responsibilities devolving upoﬁgéi; states as a

result of this legislation. M€. Rita Hull, r of the

N

N

”
A great deal of activity is taking place on the st level. I
an attempt to gather data, Ms. Marilynne Tilson, Assistar:
to the Deputy Execufive Director of the President’
Committee on Employment of the Handicapped -obtaine:
written statements from ten states and from Puerto Ricc
These memoranda were supplemented by . telepHon:
interviews with leaders of the handicapped community i
seven other states. A sample'®! 30% of the 56 states ane
territorles ts thus represented in this survey. Although ons
must be cautious when inferring from the sample to thi

. larger population in this type of survey, it must be notee

"South Dakota, with at least 35 pieces of 16g1s

that these results correspogd with the “situation a:
perceived by persons who aré active nation-wide, state:
wide, and locally in advocating the implementation of the
White House Cimference re&'@mendaﬁons.

o

Every state reported that groups of handicapped person:
. were pushing for theimplementation of White House Con
ference recommendations and that, as a result, actions
were being taken within both the legislative and executive
branches. Legislation was pagsed in 65% of the states
, anc

Maryland, with 12, led the way. New Hampshir
California—while not part of the sample—have
passed numerous pieces of legislation. In additio
legislation is introduced and in process in 59% of the
states. In 53% of the states, legislation is being preparec

-for introduction. A humber of states (71%) mentioned tha:

Michigan Commission on Employment of the Handi-, .

capped, will shair this group. A delegate to the White

- House Conference held'last May, Ms. Huil's present duties

tnclude serving as the Michigan State Director of the Con-
ference.

PAFullText Provided by ERIC
h . -~

action had been undertaken through executive orders ol
policy directives. Every state reported either that legisla-
tion was being prepared, had been introduced or passed,
and/or that executive action !@fj bebn undertaken.

While many states have had aréhltectural barriers codes ir
effect for a I6nY\ time, the White House Conference
spurred 53% of the states to pass legislation creating or
improving such regulations. -New Jersey, for example.
promulgated what its leaders believe to be the most strin-
gent set of accessibility regulations in the aftion. Prince
Georges County became the first local governmental unit

~in the State ‘of Maryland to. pass strong architectural

barriers legislation. In South Dakota, legislation was

1: L
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- - NOTICE .
“As & participant or interested party in the White House Conference on Handi-
cappgd Individuals, you have been included in this special mailing of Programs °>

for the Handicapped. We hope you have found the mformatnon on follow -up ,
actwmes to the Whlte House Conference helpfut. ) ‘

s If you wish to remain 'on the mailing lists of the White House-—_-/
Conference on Handicapped Individuals

-

o

aRd/or
Mo Progrems for the Handlcapped Newslener, you must fill out
( thls iorm and malil it to us! S - N
Programs for the Handicapped is publlshed bimonthly, without charge by the

Office for Handicapped Individuals,” DHEW. Our objedtive is to bring you
‘news on all activities ef the Federal Government concerning handicapped
mduvnduals and to pubhmze both prlvate and public resources servmg handi-
capped persons. .

e
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Ins‘trnctions l'or l'illing Out Page 111 N .

o . \ e N .

~FIRST: Fill outitems A, B anq C on page Iii.{\ - &

Item A: Mark the box o1 boxes that apply togyou as a reader olq’rograms Jor the Handicapped.

| Example If you are the parent of a handlcapped chid and you“':ﬂso work with an information an': referrdl cen-
- , ter or agency to help other parents find services for their children,you }ould check box a and box 1.
\
Item B: Fill in the blocks tor [tem B with you name and address*Leave one}éce blank between words.
Example: ‘ ] !_
R/IIWRl [ 1 J WIOHINCTAT T T T T T T 1T ] SIMIUITH LY T T 11
' TITLE FIRST NAME AND MIDDLE INITIAL ' LAST NAME
: \
QMIRIEITTOIRIIIIIILLJIII]JI'JIL\} r.u
BUSINESS TITLE /7 . §
N [an]
. fd
3 IHMMIAINI ISIETRIVITICIEIST [SIEICITTIIONT 1 [ 1 " E
™ DIVISION ‘ 2
4 I_I.\LLAIXI _RIE] ST'IAIRICIHI IIJNICI SN EER | » 5
ORGANIZATION ( g
=
" <
5 I.QI_BM IOI IPIAIRKIWIOIOIDI JAVIET T [ [T 1177 | » 5
STREET. ROUTE, OR BOX NUMBEFI STREET NAME ) ©
sOIAILILIAIST [ [TTTIT 11111 TIX 2Oe[En:
CITY ' N STATE 2P
(Note: The acceptable abbreviations for e.acII state are listed at the bottom of page 1v.)
] \
Item C: Mark one or both boxes. _ T
N .
- . N '; .
SECOND:  Cut along the dotted line between pages i and iii. ‘ * .o N * "
: \
Then fold page iv to reveal the return address and postage. -
Staple once, at bottom of page iv. o | T e
- P ° ‘\' '
THIRD: Mail back to us  no postage necessary.
~ -
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:S8end This Page Back To 1 N | I -
™ ‘ ' ’ . ’
.- \ ) ‘ | ~
+« ITEMA: Check wh tegory’ 6f readm are:’ (check all that apply) ' ~ Na .
-
“=a. O Handlcapped 1ndwidual or family member ' : ) R

0] General public - ~ .o ‘ ) _
[J Professional working i iceprograms (what kind? _° . _ )
J Government, Federal ‘ T Lo
S , State Wj
0 ” , Local or other o ' :
i. D College or universi

_" \
j-> [J Other schools — publi i y
k. [J Library (what kind? __ )
1. [ Information provider to others
m. [J Media/writer/communicator by profession

rad
TR me R0 o8,

‘n. O International _ N »
* o. O NONE OF THE ABOVE: [ am . 5 :
ITEM B o T

S

18

VOO OO T T I T T L] 1] [T T LT T-[

2[1\-\HILIIJLHJTIIJJI'ILJ'HI
31111u|ulllumuluuu
DIVISION \ a

Tad HL!II'IIIJII.\ll‘I"llIHIIJJ

_ORGANIZATION

s I T T T T I I I I I T ] |

STREET, ROUTE OR BOX NUMBER, STREET NAME

s LT TTTTTTITIITI I BT (1] I

CITY STATE - 2P

"ITEM C:

' 1 wish to remain on the mailing list tg receive any further
information on the White How8e Co%erence on Handicapped Individuals

- @ 1 would like to continue to receive Programs for ti3e gandicapped
" newsletter.

.
1 .
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} TO. Clearinghouse C
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338-D Hubert Humphrey Building
Washington, D.C. 20201 .
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R . .
Abbreviations for the - Name Abbreviation . Naine Abbreviation . ;
, . . .
states (use 1n ITEM B.line d4) ALABAMA ) AL MISSOURl Md
ALASKA - AK MONTANA MT
ARIZONA AZ NEBRASKA NE - ¢
. ARKANSA AR . NEVADA NV
: caLli ORfIA - CA . NEW HAMPSHIRE : NH
: _ COLORADO . co - NEW JERSEY NJ R
- CONNECTICUT CT NEW MEXICO . NM ‘
DELAWARE DL NEW YORK Qf—\ s NY
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. LOULSIANA . LA TEXAS X T s
. MAINE ME UTAH uT, Cor
A . MARYLAND MD VERMONT « vT .
: : : MASRACHUSETTS MA VIRGINIA VA
: MG AN .M WASHINGTON ot WA
) . MINNESOTA : MN WI'ST VIRGINIA WV .
3 MISSISSIPPI MS WISCONSIN wl
f EIKTC WYOMING wY .
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passed requm‘-g that voting places, drivers license
examination stati®hs and buildings newly constructed or
remodeled with public funds be made accessible. Surveys

accessibility were corducted in 65% of the states.
Pr ress occqud in Idaho wherelocal advocates and the
Mayors' Committees have taken upon themselves the
responsibility for monitoring comphance with the state’s
architectural barriers legislation. S

The changing of public attitudes’towards handlcapped
‘persons is' a matter which receives a gréeat deal of
attention. Awaréness campaigns were carried out in 71%
of the states. In Maryland, the Frederick daily' newspapers
run a regular column devoted to the activities of handi-
capped citizens. Tetevision stations in Baltimore present
news storiés, interviews, and myitispart features about the
concerns and activities of handicapped people. In South-
ern California, Advocacy for Handlcapped Citizens, Inc..a
group in which White House Conference delegates are
involved, received a grant to produce films on the rights of
handicapped individuals. .
In the.area of civil rights, there has also beern activity The
protection and advocacy system for developmentally
disabled persons, which is mandated by Federal law. is
functioning in 71% of these states. Leglslatnon relating to
civil rights of handicapped individuals was passed in
47%F of the states. Demonstrations and/or edutation
‘campaigns ¢oncerning civil rights took place iri 47% of the
states. Arizona reported a probl_em in defining the legal
..class “"handicapped person,"” while Florida passed a very
slrong civil rights act concerning handlcapped individu-
" als,

Many states (65%) initiated changes in order tqmeet the

munication needs of deaf and hearingmpaired

pe ns. Massachusetts, New Jersey, and Georgia estab-

lished offices to advocate on behalf of deaf citizens. Also.

35% of the states passed reforms designedto aid blind and
_vision impaired persons.

t

Only a small amount of activity was reported’in the White.

Holuse Conference issue areas of recreation, cultural
programs, health, and special-problems of handicapped
veterans and special populations. Only 41% of the states
described achievements relating to lejsure and cuitural
activities, and 35% tofd of action in the health field. What.is
probably the first respite care law in the nation was passed
in Maryland. Beds and personnel ih certain state institu-
tions are now available for respite care. In Massachusetts,
-agency regulations are being prepared for the same
purpose. In Arizona there is a new emphasis on early
-diagnosis and interventipn.
. Economic problems, however, received a great deal of
" attention. In 29% of the states, important civil service
. reform occurred. In Maryland, an executive order called

1 L4 :

N

Q

4 l
for the hiring oandlcapped employees by thB'state while,_

authorizing job madification and the provlslons of special
equipment. Changes were also ma n the form and the
madministration of co‘thgtitive efa\q's for state jobs.
Baltimore now runs a federally funded piNQt prograe for
the training and placement of handicapped wofkers.

Legislation in Maryland regarding tax relief, heip~for
health related costs and a broader range of services is
pending. State equal employment opportunity programs
were established in some states and affirnfative action
programs were created in others to give a total of 53% of
the states. Other examples of action relating to economic
matters occurred in 47% of the states. South Carolina, for
example, setupatraini gconfere{nceforallstateagencles
and now is plannlngfnother for all municipalities in the

- (See State Activives, page 20)

Industry_-Labor Council
To Hold Fall Seminars

melimete ® 4y mmeads A -

The Industry-Labor quncil of the White House Conter-
ence on Handicapped Individuais will hold a series of sem-
inars, conferences and workshops‘to commence in the
Fall.ot 1978. The meetings will deal with medicai-legal
aspects of employment of handicapped individuals and
attitudes toward the disabled worker.

The Indhstry :abor Council was formed In 1976 o
explore both /the problems and the opportunltles tor

‘employment of the nation's handicapped persons. The

Council currently exists as a project of the national Center
on Empioyment of the Handtcapped a part of the Human
Resources Center in Albertson, New York. Dr. Henry

Viscardi, Jr., Chairman of the'White House Conference en N\

Handicapped Individuals, is President of. the Human
Resources Center. .

The Council is co-chaired by Charles H. Pillard, President }

of the internatignal Brotherhood of, Electrical Workers,
and A. Dean Swift, President of Sears, Roebuck & Co.
Membership presently includes over one hundred labor,
unidgs and corporations. -

" For more information on the Council's upcoming semi-

nars and workshops, contact Charles A. Lindberg, Indus-
try-Labor Council, Human Resources Center, Albextson,
N.Y. 11507, telephone (516) 747-5400, extension 275. A

_limited supply of the Councii's published report to the

White House Conference, Steps: Handicapped Workers
and Today's Labor Market, is also available. Send a self-
addressﬁ\manmg iabel to Mr. Lindberg at the above
address. {

»
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Preﬁaratlons Underway for

ite House Conference on

" by Helga Roth, Ph.D., Director, QHI Clearlnghouse

-
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-Library and Information Serwces ' o
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Preparations are in full swing for a White House Confer-
ence on Library and Informétion Services to be held in
Washmgton D.C., October 28-November 4, 1979. The

-goal of the conference is to develop a National Program

for Library and Informa&tion Services to correct current
deficiencies, address future requirements, and coordinate
and remforce all Federal and State efforts to support local
and specuallzed information services.

N N

As in the case of the White Heuse Conference on Handi-

capped Indlviduals, State conferences will be conducted

prior to the Nattonal Conference, and will provide the
ideas and issues which will shape the content. of the
national agenda. States are already contacting interested
parties and.are conducting public hearings or “Speak-

outs” to drum up support for their confergnces, most of
which will be held between August 1978-ang)April 1979. (A

few states have already complete

conferences.)

Under the auspices of the state/territorial library agency.

42-member planning committees are being established to

organize and conduct the two and a half day state confer-

ences. Parthlpants will be drawn from a broad cross-

section of the % pulation a third of which will represent
the Ilbrary/mfo

mation community. Official delegates will
number between 100 and 400 in addition to alternate

delegates and non-voting delegates such as honorary
inviteles and guests. From_these ranks will come the 568

voting delegates for the national White House Confer-
ence.

The delegates will examine and identify. the needs,

problems, and issues of their states and territories, and
make policy. and program recommendations which

contain’ specific plans to address and resolve these issues.

The framework for the issues to be developed by the state
conferences will

program goals:

conform to the following national

1. Ensure that basic library and information services are
adequate to.meet the needs of all local communities.
(Information operations in the community should be
reviewed in ordér to determine whether they can
meet the basic information needs, e.g., where handi-
‘capped people can get services.)

2. Provide adequate special services to sp\emal consti-
thencies- including the unserved.

(Handicapped consumers may wush to expiore
whether mformann is available in other than the

.t
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printed media so as not to exclude ihe visually hand-
icapped, or whethef libraries are accessible to
individuals in wheelchairs.)

3. Strengthen existing statewide resources: and sys-.
r tems.
“(An obvigus 3uggest|on would be: Do you live in a
state WhICh provides very inadequate funding to its
libm¥ies and how does that impact on-yBu?)

4. Ensure basic and continuing education of personnel

essential to the implementation of a national pro-
gram.
(Handicapped individuals may ask whether the
information providers and librarians are sensitiye to
handicapped individuals, and whether these profes-
sions are open to the handicapped.)

5. Coordinate existing Federai programs of Ilbrary and
information ice. -
(Examine the Federal role in library and information
services and some of the confusion created by
categorlcal funding patterns.)

6. Encourage the private sector (comprising organiza-
tions not directly tax supported) to become an active
partner in the development of the National Program.
(Since many_of the voluntary organizations serving
the handicapked provide important information serv-
ices, they will\want to get involved in the National
Program.) N

7. Establish a loéus of Federal responsibility charged
with implementing the national network and coordi-
nating the national program under the policy guid-
ance of the National Commission.

(Information services have no "home" in the Federal
Government, which adds to the problem of coordina-
tion. Itis h|gﬁ°t|me the Federal Government put ma;or
reSponslblllty foriinformation and its development—
which proceeds at an ever more rapid pace—on a
recognizable entity which looks at the total picture,
replacing the piecemeal treatmg\t by separate de-
partments.)

~

-
. 8. Plan, develop, and implement a nationwide network
.of library and information service.
(Networking of existing services would eliminate
some of the gdographic ‘injustices” which-make for
vast differences in services according to localities.)

(continued on page 13)
a
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Progress in lnformatlon :
LY - v
Networking = . - ‘ '
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.'Rehabllitatlon professionals ﬂ'om throughoutthecount the Rehabilitation Engineering Centers, and the Re-

" gathered in ‘Washington, D.C., recently to lay the groun
work for a ma]or “Information Network" for the field o
rehabilitatlon

The two-day conference, co-sponsored Iby the NationarJ

enter (NARIC) a
dicapped (OHFE

Rehabilitation Information
. Clearinghouse on the . Hh

d the
DHEW),

providers from a variety of programs funded by DHEW
RehabHitation Servuces Admlmstratlon (RSA)

]
. Particippits included information producers/dlssemina—

tors like the Regional Rehabilitation Research Institutes,

brought together for the first tlme some 100 mformatlor;{

{continued from page 12)

We are all consumers of |nformat|on obtained through

libraries or any of the multitude of different information _

operations. Having access to information may be. literally a
matter of life or death in medical decision- -making or

" simply enhancing the quality of our lives in, mining the
cultural riches of our libraries. We cannot afford not to
have our voices heard when the issues of availability of
services, access to services, or quallty of services are
being debated.

which are not or are only poorly met at present. Hoglefully,
state and national conferences will provide.an opgortuni-
ty to bring these needs to general attention and togscom-

Handicapped individuals have many informatlo?geeds

mend appropriate strategies to |mprove' libraty . and
information services to the handicapped. o
The Clearinghouse on the. Handicapped is preparing a
package of information apd library recommendations
from the White House; Conference on Handicapped
Individuals whnch will be sent to all state conference
coordmators - ,
People Interested in participating can’contact the state
Ilbra:y agency or write to:

Miss Jean Ann South
Program and Planning Consuitant
White House Conference on Library

and Information Segvices s
1717 K Stregt. N.w., Suite 601
Washington,¥D.C. 20036
Telephone: (202) 653-6252

EKC o ’ : .. S . | ,.)"'
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moge effective use of i ’=
- fu ?ded activities. This corfiigmt.a

sdisabled,” a major goal of his -'

search and Training Centers; information users/dissemi-
nators sugh as the State focational rehabilitation informa-
tion research utilization personnel or vocational rehabili-

. tation librarians; and programs whose total focus is

information gathering,and.dissemination like the National ‘
Clearinghouse of Rehabllltatlcn Materials or the Materials
Development Center. -

The purpose of the conference was to develop more
formal linkages between t @FHrograms in order to make
’Jﬁ;}m; generated by RSA-

1

SA Commissioner Robe

ministration.

For two days, participants discussed the network concept
and possible strategies under which such a formalized
network would operate. It was régognized, however, that
the basis of success lies in cooperative efforts and the-es-
tablishment of an ongoing up-to-date system of informa-
tion retrieval and dissemination. Optimally, a network
should make information more -accessible to potential

- users, reduce the uncertainties of who to direct inquiries

to,.and upgrade the quality of information provided.

A long road lies ahead, but out of this conference will

" come resalutions for action and cooperation, a dlrectory

of nationwide information resource organizations in'the
field of rehabilitation, the establishment of support
committees, and a renewed commitment to use informa-
tion for the improvement of services to disabled individu-
als. - *

In the future, the network hopes to also inciude rehabilita-
tion information providers who are not connected with
RSA. And eventually, the Rehabilitation Informatlon
Network will be one of several “mini-networks” in a much
larger ngtwork which wiil include 4llinformation providers
on handlcappl‘r;g conditions and related services.

" For more information on the outcome ot this conference,

please write:

Judith J. Senkevitch, Director T

National Rehabilitation Information Center

308 Mullen Library -

Catholic University of America -
Washington, D.C. 20064

Tel: (202) 635-5826 -
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_ Adams Renews Support for Transbus

\\ . L -

National Center Urges*Tha a
Federal Legislation For the: °
Employment of the Handicapped
Should be Strongly Enforced = |,

/7
. - )
Transportation Secretary quél: Adams joined with the
American’Coalition of Citizens with Disabilities recently in

an attempt to save the controversial “Transbus" program
from delay and possible dilution.

Since ordering more than a year ago that all normal-sized
buses purchased by local transit systems recewrnp federal
subsidies (which are virtually all big-city systefns) must
meet Transbus specifications after September 30, 1979,
.the ruling has run into stiff opposition from the bus
manufacturing industry and some Members of Congress.
~

An amendment to a transportgtion authorization bill
approved this May by the House Public Works and
Transportation Committee calls for Secretary Adams to
reevaluate the Transbus order. Adams responded that the
order should ot be extended nor studied any more.

General Motors President‘ E. M. Estes has called the .

Transbus requirement to add wheelchair ramps and low -

bo ding steps to buses a "serious mistake.” He says the
ramps would be “too steep for many—perhaps most—
handicapped people to use.”

The Grumman Corporation, manufacturer of the Grum-

- ‘'man Flxible bus, supports Transbus but also favors a

N

reevaluation of the rule because of .uncertainties over
design features. And AM General recently announced that
it would stop building buses because of the confusion over
pending regulations. .

Desplte the mounting confusion over the prospects for
Transbus, the Washington Post points out that “bus
manufacturers and transit agencies have already taken
steps to redesign thelr buses to improve service for handi-
capped and elderly riders. Washington's Metro system, for
example, has recent!y ordered 281 new Fixible buses,
including 150 Sutfitted with wheéelchair lifts. for handi-
capped passengers."

Title V of the Rehabilitation Act, states NCLH in'its brief, is
_acomprehensive scheme to promo{eﬂand expand employ-
ment opportunities, and its provisiofis must be viewed as a
whole and. interpreted consistently. Tfrefore, because
the ma]ority of the cqurts have found an implled:cause of
‘action under Section 504 Section 503 should be interpret-
ed similarly.

. :

I:KC ." T . . - - . ‘ ’ . e
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In its continued efforts to convince the courts that the U.S.
Congress intended Section 503 of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973 to be effectively enforced, the National Center for

- Law and the Handicapped (NCLH) has submitted a brief of _

amicus curiae in the employment rights case of Moon v.
Roadway Express. “
In its brief to the U.S. Court of Appeais for the Fifth Circuit,
NCLH asserts that Section 503 prohibits employment
discrimination against the handicapped, as well as
requires affirmative action on the part of federal contrac-
tors with contracts of over $2500, and that handicapped
individuals cap bring a private cause of action in federal
court to enforce their rights under Section 503. NCLH
urges the court to consider the legislative hlstory of the
statute, as well as the appllcablllty of legal precedents to
this case.

The Center's brief argues that Congress intended this
important Act to be a "working mechanism for combating

. discrimination and ensuring an effective Rehabilitation

Act.” Furthermore, congressionalrecords show a continu-
al concern that the "Rehabilitation Act be ‘enforced .
effectively. .

-

AJs amicus curiae, Néksl-;::;?zludes thatit is necessary to
judicially create a cau action under Section 503 in

~order to achieve the congressional intent that the statute

be effectiyely enforced

For more mformatlon contact:

Jean Postlewaite .
Director of Public Education
National Center,for Law

and the Handicapped, Inc.
1235 North Eddy Street
South Bend, Indiana 46617 »
Tel: (219) 288-4751

-~
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Installs Special Equipment IQ: the i . ./

Deaf o . SR L S
. . o l?. .‘". . \\ )/ * . " -
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Specuak equipment,on which deaf persons can sénd and’  Thelistof regional offiges the numbers that can be'called

receive typed messgages through standard telephone lines by {eletypewriter, and the states served by each reglonal
has beeén installed in Wa gton, D.C., the 10 regional ofﬂw. .
offices, and the Clevelarid area office of HEW’s Office for ! -
~ Civil Rights. E - Boston a 617-223-4000 :
' : (Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New Hampshl.re
These teletype systems (TTYs) will assist OCR incarrying ‘Rhqde Island, Vermofit)

. out its responsibilities under Sectiqn 504.0f the Rehabilita- ™ :

tion Act of 1873 which prohl i iscrimination on the New Yo‘rk_ 212’264'9464. -

Jasis of handicap in all federally—a isted programs and (New'Jersey. New York,-Puertg/Rico, Virgin Islands)
institutions.  ~ = : ' ‘ . 'Philadelphia . 215-596-679N |

' ' , (Delaware, D.C., Maryland, Pennsyl ania, Vlrglnla West

. The new equipment will make it possible for OCR statf in Virginia) *

Washington and the regional offices to communica :

deaf persons who own or have access to similar Unlts™e ~ Atlanta : 4042212010

units consist of,'a phone dial, a TV screen for reading (Alabama, Florida, Georgia, Kentucky, M'ss'ss'pp'
incoming ‘messages, and a special tape recorder. Deaf North Carolina, South Carolina, Tennessee)

. - \
persons use the system by dialing special OCR phorie Chicago . 312 353-1949
numbers, then typing out their message on a keyboard. At - (lllinois, Indiana, Minnesota, Michigan, Ohio, Wiscon- '_

the other end of the line, the typed message_is displayed sin)
on a 12-inch black and white video screen. If the person on - -
the receiving end wants to keep a permanentrecord of the Ve Dallas 214-767-6599
conversation, he can type-fecord the individual tones that - (Arkansas Louisiana, New Mexico, Okléhoma Texas)
each key makes and from this recording obtain a printout Kansas City . 816-37445025 - -
of the conversat&)n Conversations would ,be recorded (lowa, Kansas, Missouri, Nebraska) .
only with the kno ledge and consentof the person calling i '
the agency. - ‘ _ g Denver 303-837-3439
v : (Colorado, Montana, North Dakota, South Dakota,
~ In addition to the permanent office units, OCR has also " Utah, Wyoming) '
obtained 14 smaller, portable units which will be used bY .o Francisco - 415-556-1933 . .. &
field - investigators or 'in meetings attended by deaf '(Arizona, California, Hawaii, Nevada, Guam, American
persons. Samoa) ' |
OCR has conducted two staff training sessions in ordgerto Seattle . 206-442-7486
teach staff how to utiiize the new equipment. In addition; (Alaska, |daho, Oregon, Washington)
. OCR, will make information about the new.equipment Cleveland Office  216-522-7022 )

available to organizations of deaf persons, advocacy
groups and other organlzatlons which communicate with
the deaf. ‘ : . Headquarters 202-472-2916 ~
| \ - ' ) (Washington,.D.C.)

“These units will allow OCR to comwunicate in an E -

expeditious manner- with those persons with hearing

Impairments to answer their questions, and,assist them in :
understanding their rights,” sald David S. Tatel, Director ' -
of Office for Civil Rights. “We will make special efforts to - . _ 7

let deaf people kndw that they now are abie to bring their .

questions and complaints to this agency on a basis ) I

comparable to the telephone service accorded those who

are not deaf.”

. - r
Tt Provided by ERIC . . . * .

(Cleveland area)
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Housin \ and” Urban Development Secretary
Robe?_iHarrls recently announced the select
states to participate in a unique demonstration
program for persons with efYonic mental |Ilness——

Theé "Demonstration Program for Delnstltﬁtlonallzatlon of
the Chronically Mentally HI" was™Hfst announced by
Secretary Harris and First Lady Rosaly%()arter on June
15, 1978. Each state was invited to compete for the.com-
mumty -based housing demonstration at that time. Forty-
five states submitted proposals and 14 states have been
etermined to be eligible. .
The States of Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Kentuc}y. Mary-
land, Massachusetts, Michigan, Minnesota, New Jersey,
New:- ¥York, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhodf! Island and
Vermont have been notified. of their ellg bility for the
program. > ti'
The hughly original program marks the first t:me HU and
the Departmerit of Health, Education, and Welfar?e have
worked in tandem th%ugh the states to address\both the
housing and the support service needs that persons with

-chronic mental iliness often face in their return to com-

munlty based living. The program will be funded by $15

million of HUD Direct Mortgage Loans for construction, $3

million of HUD rent subsidy ‘funds to supplement
residents’ incomes, and a waiver system which states can
use to channel HEW support services funds to the
residential program. :

The: Deinstitutionalization Housing program witl afford
private, nonprofit sponsors in each eligible state an op-
portunity to join in a partriership with Federal and State

" governments to address the persistent hoﬁsing and

human service needs of persons with chronic mental
illness who are capable of living in community based
housing. The focus of the program will allow for HUD and™
HEW funds to be targeted in those states with not only th
most need, hut also the mgst rfesources to insure tha
a successful program for the chronically mentally |I|"
achieved. .
.The program wﬂl -also serve as/
o national scale to address the residential and service
ne hundreds of thousands of persons with chronic
mental iliness now residing in large State or county-
opgrated institutions. :

The demonstration will bg admmlstéred by HUD'accord-
ing to procedures already establushed in the Section 202
Direct Loan Program. :

f
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Final awards will békmade prior to Qctober 1, 1978. F‘or
mdre informatioh, contact:

-

- - -Gail Gebran ‘ . s .
"U.S. Department of Housing .

and Urban Development
Roomi®106 '
451 7th Street, S.W.

L ington, D.C. 20410
Tel @(Q02 755- 7366

Vi
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KRM Draws Crow
HEW 25th Anniv

a model to demonstgate '
" how Federal, State and private resources can be mobi’ﬂzed .
:Gmf‘

[

technologlcal exhibits at the recent 25th anniversa
celebration of the U.S. Department of Health, Education,

The Kurzweil Reading Machine was one of four featt.xs’s

and Welfare. Selected as the outstanding demonstration -

of the application of technology to the needs of the blind,
the KRM was on display in the lobby of-the new Hubert H.
Humphrey Building im™®ashington during the May 23-24
event. The Bureau of Education for the Handicapped and
the Rehabilitation Servuces Administration have funded
the distribution and evaluation of the machine i in schools
and other settings.
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The Menninger F‘oundat-ion?m‘/ill sBons a national con-
ference on the psychological aspects o rehabilitation in
Topeka, Kansas, October 5-7, 1978. The conference will

ther prgfessionals in the wide fieid of

. rehabilitation to address the problem of coordination and

delivery of services to the handicapped. The goalwill beto
provide a forum from whicha wide variety of issues and

' experiences carf be- brought together. “The conference

provides,” as'dlrector James C. Folsom, M.D,, states, “an
oppdrtunity to ,Iistep, to grow, to preak wi__th'tradition, and
to melt away prejudice; superstitions and myths.” For

~ more information contact: Mrs June Housholder, Cqordi-
* nator of Continuing Education, The Menninger Founda-
.tion, Box 829, Topekal, Kansas 66601. Tel.: (91 3)-234.-9566_,

oxt. 3685.

Disabled Expo West _ .

Disabled Expo West, an international exposition of space-

dge gadgetry for the disabled, will be held in San
-Francigco, May 26-28, 1979. The Expo, sponsored by

Garden Sullivan Rehabilitation of Pacific Medical Center,
will feature an array of prototypes, interior designs, recre-

ation ideas, and services. .

. “Expo officials are appealing to inventors and developers of

special-equipment for the disabled, and plan to exh(/b\i:‘;s;\

many as possible in an'qffort to stimulate manufacture. |
more information, centact: Disabled Expo West, 2750
Geary Street, San Franeisco, California 94118. Tel.: (415) .
922-7161.- °© ’ ' C- '

' : e °

Kennledy Institute for ,H'_andlchpped Children
IHOId_s Developmental Disabillities Conference '

Autism, behavioral medicing, edueation, genetics, and
socTal and ethical Issues were, the focus: of the John F.
Kerinedy Institute for. Handicapped Children's confer-,
ence’on “Developmental Disabilities: Future: Directions
and the Challenge of Applying What We Know," held June

3

. 14-16 in-Bajtimore, Md. :

.

' ;Th'e i(e_y_not‘e address for the conference was given by Dr.

[

University of Michigal School- of Education; Dr. \Carl
Haywood, Professor of Psychology and Special Educa-
tion, Peabody College; and.Dr. Gunnar Dybwad, Emeritus

Julius Richmond, Surgeon General of the United States,
and guest lecturers l'k$c\lt:d,ed: Dr. Witbur Cohen; Rean,

'

IToxt Provided by ERI
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— Experts from the Kennedy Institute-and John'/s Hopkins,

Professor - of Human, ‘Development;’ Florence Heller

‘\Gfa'duatgﬁ_chool, Brandeis University, /
e 4 .
- .

offered presentations on the various topics as part-of
®ourse that Dr. Hugo W. Moser, Director of the Kennet

. 1edy
Institute, rsayg’ has been “designed to explore the miultiple

aspects of developmental disabilities, both &t the basic
science and the applied level.” The challenge to the con-
ference members, said Moser, would then be *'delivering
the benefits of this knowledge to developmentally
disabled persons and their families:” _ .

scientific conferences held insconjunction wit tenth
anniversary of the John F. Kennedy Institute for Handi-

The three-day conferencerwas the culmination ofagea( of

capped Children. - -
The Johns Hopkins University School of' Medicjge
certifies that this continuing medical education activity

meets the criteria for 21 credit hours in Category 1 of the

Physictan’s Recognition' Award of the American Medical
Association.- ) o\

-

For more information on the conference, Contact: ¢

Mrs. Kathy.Cloyd : .

The John F. Kennedy tnstitute - R
for Handicapped Children )

707 North Broadway

Baltimore, Maryland 21205 - '

Tel:-(301) 955-4432 ' s

Down's Syndrome Congress

The Down's ‘Syndrome Congress Sixth Annual Conven-
tion will be held in Boston, November 11 and 12, 1978. Fhe
program will cover a gamut of topics including work-
shops involving parent groups, physical and eccupational
therapy, religious concerns, weight control, research

update, siblings, and a workshop for professionals. The _

keynote speaker will be Dr. Aljen Crocker, Director of the
@evelopmental Evaluation Clihic at Children’s Hospital in
Boston. Dr. John Rynders, DSC board member -and
professor of Special 'Education from the University of
Minnesota, will be speaking on Project Edge.

All persons interestgg in Down's syndrome are’invited to
attend., You need: be a member of the Down's
Syndrome Congress to attend the.convention. For more
information, contact Joe Canning, 35 Narragansett
Avenue, Pawtucket, RI 02861. Tel.: (481).723-5489.

N )
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Speclal Education Pro’duc\s T
Linc Servv‘es fhc., recently awarded Ircensest Selective
Education  Equigment, In():&‘gEE) Newton, Mass,, antti”
. Encyclepaedia Britannica Educationaf Corp &BE)

B

~g

Chicago, III., for two special eBucatlon product devel-
oped by the Bureau of Education Jor the Handlcapped '
SEE WMl djstribute What if You Couldn't, a multi-media
program c posed of seéen units about handlcapS.
‘designed to sgngijtizg e}ementéry school nondisabled chil- .,
dren to a e of handicapping ‘conditions. EBE will’
distribute “People You'd Like to Know,” ten 10-minute
films to help nonhandlcapped children respond posmvely

handicapped childrenin schoola: For more information
ﬁ%ut the project and how to acquire BEH-developed ma-
terials, contact Victor.Fuchs, Diregtor, Market Linkage
Project for Special Education, Lihic Services Inc., 829
Eastwind Drive, Westervrlle Ohio 43081. Tel.: (614) 890-
8200. o~

AAESPH Conterence

“Focus on Quality,” the fifth annual confejence of the
American Association for the Education of the Severely-
/Rrofoundly dicapped, will be held in Baltimore, Mary-
land, Octobler 25-27, 1978. The only nationa! conference
exclusively concerned with severely/profoundly handi-
capped citizens, "Focus on Quality” will bring together the.

' . leaders in all areag of this field to share ideas and

- strategies. Presentations will concentrate on seventeen of

the currently most talked :about topics in education and
living for this population. Qver 150 speakers and exhibi-
tors will share-their knowledge via discussions and audio-
visual presentations. For more information, write: Ameri-
can Association for\ the Education o! the
Severely/Profoundly Handidapped, 1600 West Armory
Way, Seattle, Washington 98149.

Research Writing Contest

The Presigemt's Committee mployment of the Handi
capped Mas recently annodnced its annudl "Abili

Counts” Research Writing Contest. The theme for 19&is

“A Ramp Is a Step Ahead.” The contest is first conducted
on the State level, with the fipalist competing in a natlonal
. contest. All juniors and seniors in high school are ehgnb[e./

)

to enter. This is an opportunity for them to possibly win
cash prizes sanging from $500 to $2,000. For morg
information gn contest rules and procedures, \erite:
“Ability Counts" Research Writing Contest, the ;?si-
dent's Comimittee on Employment of the Handicapped,
Washington, D.C. 20210. Tel.: (202) 653-5008.

-
*

;NevJ Pubhcatl__ons

. their 1978-

- Communication Aids and T‘echr\lques

,a,%‘-",we
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Ihﬁ"matlonal Access’ Guide )

Due to. pgpular demand, Rehabilitation Intérnational
U.S.A., pulllishers of Rehabilitation World, will reprlnt
International Dlrectory of Access Guides for *
free distributipn to disabled individuals, their families, and
voluntary and other nonprofit organizations. The directo-
ry contains 215 currently available access guidés for the
disabled, compiled by the travel survey staft of Rehabilita-
tion World. For a free copy, write to: Access Guride,

Rehabilitation International u.s‘A:{g\o West 40th St., New'
York, NY-10018. .

oklet R
A Guide to Cymmunity Action, published by the Rehabili-
tation Institutg of Chicagp, describes the institute’'s proj- -
ect ACCESS CHICAGQ/ With this project, the Institute
has developed a unified approach t¢ the barriers problem,
utilizing a variety of community gr@ups and resources. Its .
projects -have been geared towards general public
awareness as well as consultation with business and gov-
ernment bodies on specific barrier problems The booklet
describes the project's history, methods of operation, apnd
Federal barriers legislation, and contains & list of resource
persons -and organizations. Available from: -ACCESS .
CHICAGO, Rehabilitation Instituote of 'Chicago, 345 E. []
Superior Street, Chicago, Illinois 80611, TeI '(312) .525-
2071, .

Access

Communrcauon Outlook is a new quarterly newsletter
addressed to all individuals interested in the application of
modern technology to the needs of persons who experl—
encé ‘communication handicaps due to neurological or &
neuromuscular conditions. The newsletter will serve as a -
forum for ideas, issues and new developments in this field.”
Communication Outlook is edited and published jointly by
the Artufrcual Language Laboratog Compdter Science*
Depanment l)mchlgan State Univ@rsity, and the TRAGE
‘Research and Development Center far the Severely ', -
Communicatively Handicapped, University of Wisgonsin,
Madison. It.is the phncnpal publication of the International

' Action Group for Communication Enhancement Sub-

scriptions are $10 per year {$12 outside North America).
Single copies are available for $3.00. For more informa--
tion, wnte to: 'Communication Outlook,. Artificial -Lan-
guagg, Laboratory, Computer Science Department Michi-
gan State Umversnty East La&fung Michigan 48824,

«
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- & . -
‘Reaching Out to Parents of Newly
Childre,

L . f‘-’hommunlty Cofhpetencies
gﬂagﬁgsed Retarded *

4'1 .' >

’Cor'nmunitj" Eor'npetencies-fqr»’_'th‘e Handicdpped, pub-

.Retarded"Children, is a-training mahual for peop 2
'jptervén.t;éd e h

~>gram, thekprogram responds to the needs of families with

'. newborn or'newly diagnosed mentally:retardad childrén.
Based-g( the belief that early intervention with parents is

crucial, support is given by‘professlonally_trained“parent

volunteers who have themselves experienced and re-

solyed similar concerns. Copies of the guide are available

for $1.50 each and can be obfained by contacting: Parent

Outreach, St. Louis Association for Retarded Children,

1240 Dautel Lane, P.O. Box 27480, St. Louis, Missouri
™ 63141. Tel.: (314) 569-2211.

Sourcebooks on Handicaps and Aging

The Minnesota Home Economics Association nas recent.
ly produced two annotated sourcebooks, Developing

available from the St.. Louis Associgzdrf for
_ N IQandor-
-ganizations gho want to develop a parent-t-parent -

program. Called the Parent Outredch Pro-

\

gnce ‘Ave., Springfield, lllinois 62703.

-

lished by Charlés C Thomas, presents.an individualized
learning program tG enaple persons with ali typg
icaps—mental, phy@fé%Fand develepmental
the instruction necessBry to qualify_for. a R
equivalBncy certificate! Over 100 mifestone cof i
and performance, indicators in, ten, major subject areas
form the basis of this pfogram. Price:+$10.75%
{om: Charles C Thomas, Publisher, 301-327 %

Wheeichair Spprts i

Wheelchair, Chamipions, by Harriet May Savitzs the first
history of the devéiopment of wheeichair sports :The book
. chronicles the sport from its beginnings, withifhe gstab-
lishment of wheelchair basketpall and football gt véteran's
hospitals in the 1940's to today's international_?;f_étwqu of
competition in wheeichair track and field, swinmmig,
archery, table tennis, weight-lifting, bowling, and a variety

of other sports. Price: $7.95. Available from:; ?,!%homas Yo
Crowell Company. 10 East 53rd Street, New,’?ork. NY -

Potentials for Handicaps and Developing Insights into 10022. ) 1
Aging. These books cont in annotated listings for both . J
adrinistrative and”service professionals and interested Crip-Trips . - ‘e

lay persons. The ctomprehensive directories contain
resources re%esentative
medicalfacilifies, private.organizations, scholars, authors,
educational institutions, and government conderns.
Annotations for each include descriptions of resource,

price. orderidg information, possible applications, and-

Aaudience suitability Single copy cost for each is $4.75,
(10% discount on 10 copies or more). Availabie from:
Minnesota Home Economics Association, c/o Garret
Russel, 452 Upton Ave., South, Minneapolis, Minnesota
55405. Tel.: (612) 374-1318. .

i

Self-Help Devices Y

Aids to Make You Able, by Wendy Dauvis, gives a
"panoramic” view of self-help devices for handicapped
individuals. The book is easy to read, and is well
illustrated. A number of the devices mentioned can easily
be made at fome at minimal cost. Copies are available
from: Multiple Sclerosis Society of Canada (Prairie Divi-
sion), 641 Tegler Building, 10189-101 St.,
’ {\Iberta. ISJOTB

W

social services, businesses,

=

Edmontan,’
AN

{ AN

Produced by the Center for Independent ;Living in
Berkeley. California, the new_16 minute, 16mm film, Crip
Trip, is described by its makers as being "designed t\)'raise
questions and provoke discussjon in workghop‘§ or semi-
nars. Itis a sensitizing tool which helps overcome fear and
anxiety about disability. The fitm speaks to people with
disabilities by heightening their awareness of their own
potential for iﬁdependence_ It is also’intended for.people
who interact with the disabled in their work " Rental: $20

plus handling (applied to 'purchése within 30 days) .~

Purthase price: $150. Available from: Canyon Cinema Co-
op, 2;}?5 3rd St., Suite 338, San Francisco, California
94107. Tel.: (415) 626-2255. :

'CORRECTION

Programs for the Handicapped,;aY_B,—S incor-
rectly listed the price of the fifm “I'll Find a
Way" as $450. The correct price is $415. The
film may be obtained by contacting: .

Media Guild
P.O. Box 881
Solana Beach, CA 92075 * N
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State Activities

(Continued from page 11)

State. Florida presented a series of workshops on Section
503 oﬁhe Rehabllitation Act of 1973. e

With the advent of P L 94—142 an Sectlon 504, there isa

great'deal of activity at all levets/in regard to education..
There are developments in 71% of the states, New Jersey

leading the way by establishing an advisory board which
apparently will have real impact. Legislation was passed in
29% of the states extending and complementing mandat-

. ed federal actions. In those same states, significant non-

governmental activity was cited as qccurring on behalf of
handicapped- lndlvrduals and education. .

Inthe fielgd of housing, only South Dakota could repo'rt that -
- legislati

/Ufher types of ‘activity. There is evidence, however, that

passed, with 41% of the states indicating

these actions are having impact. In New Jersey, a state-
wide steering committee has been established to develop
housing for handicapped persons. A survey to measure
the housing needs of 10,000 New Jersey residents_js also
underway. In Maryland, federal funding mechanisms are
being used to create new housing. Now that group

residences are authorized by statute in all parts of that

state, Montgomery County and Baltimore City corpora-
tions are working to establish housing for handicapped
people. Washington is hoﬁung a conference concerning
the use of existing mec¢hanisms to obtain more housing.

o

L Much more activity was reported in the field of transporta-

tlon with 71% of the states indicating governmental action
taken and 24% mentigning the passing of legislation. Plan-
ners- of the proposed Baltimore subway system are
waorking with a committee of handicapged citizens. A pilot
paratransit system with 2,200 users now exists in that city.
While Baltimore refuses to retrofit existing buses to make
them accessible, New Jersey is doing so for 80 buses.
Massachusetts .is requiring that at least one-third of its
new buses have lifts added, and Michigan is establishing a
rporatorium on the spending of new funds for transporta-
tion unti| accessibility is guarantegd, Washington, where
water. transportation is important®nade its ferry boats
accessible. : -

v

One of the strongest supﬁ@i‘ted recommendations dt the
White Housé Conference urged thie establishment of a.

_state office to work on behalf of handicapped individuals.

The creation of such an office occurred in 35% of the
states, and significant progress is being made in another
53%. The need to establish a governmentai focus to -
advocate, coordinate, and monitor the’ implementation’ ot)>
the recommendations is an important one. Some types.of
state conferences of handicapped persons are pianned i in
35%. of the states, while amother 29% hdve aiready held
sr]éh afunction. The role of handicapped citizens in policy
formatlon is expanding, and the influénce of that “|ast
inor{ty” is finally being felt. Perhaps this development is
best represented in the policy declaration of the Texas.
legislature which states that handlcapped persons must
be able tolive independent lives with- dignity and full
participation in the community. The Governor of Texas
endorsed that policy and the peopte of Texas will voteon a

- constltutronal amendrment embodying it~durlng the 1978 .

general election this November. L .

._a"\c ' '
The voice of the handicapped COmmunlty. as transmltted
through the White House Conference, is now being heard
and some progress is being, made. More important than-
any singie change, however;'is the evolution of the handi-
capped community. from & group of individuals to a *
committed citizens group*working to construct an envi-
ronment in which disabled persons can realize the White
House Conference goal: an independent life with dignity
and full participation in the-community



New from OHI

' BARRIER-FREE
ENVIRONMENT |
RESOURCE GUIDE

S Information sources
* Funding guide
- ¢ Bibliography of Federal publications

L

. Available without charge from'

- Office for Handicapped Individuals, DHEW
338D Hubert Humphrey Building
200 Independence Ave., S\W.
Washington, D.C. 20201
Tel: (202) 245-1961
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