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ABSTRACT e ’ ' ’
Many reasons may be offered* to explaln hy the
) disadvantaged have little interest .in reading. Among thdse are; "y

- attitudesﬁﬁnherent in the family, an inability to afford reading /~
-material, a failure to perceive practical value ir reading, a limited
experiential bad¢kground that limits understanding, apd¢a 1 of

* interesting and meaningful reading matter available to gtudents in’

- school. Some technigues that may be helpful to teachers |in motivating
the disadvantaged to read are: reading silently while sfudents read; '
reading aloud to students; setting paperback- books on tHeir’ desks;
reading aloud to a climactic point and stopping: allowing students to .

* adt out reading material;y establishing a classroom library: . '
advertising reading through postefEL book jackets, and silogams; and -
utiXizing the newspaper as a medium for reading. (TJ) '
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" "chhniQues for Motzvating Intereft in Reading for the Dnsadvantaged
High School [Student' ™
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struggle between teacher and students. This despairing situation.often

‘leehs the teacher into abandonih

¢

the results tend to be frultless]and futlle

" A number of reasons can be bffered to explain why the disadvantaged

: ) Sy
have lﬁttle interest in reie:ng. One reason may lie within the attitudes

inherent in the family. Perhaps the atmosphere in the home is not coft-

/

ducive or reinforcing toward reading.

L

afford reading mater1a1 or may not percezve practical value in reading,

ang consequently, cannot encourage it.

-

- ’ ‘Another explanation may*invelve the disa.dva%taged' ‘st\u‘dent's

~ . . . 1

-
*

‘from which they can relate to very little,

content is %rrelevant, uninteresting, and un
‘ - - . *

" ground and experience of the sth-ents.

One final eXplanation concemns the act of reading-a¥ af information-

LY

getting process. (mite frequentlly, subject-area reading bears little

L

practical value to the disadvantaged student's immediate or” future life.
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*  George M., Usoya, Ph. D.
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that of motivating the disadvantaged youth to read.
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1iﬁited éxperientiﬂl‘background which would limit hie understandings

One of the chief problems secéndary "school teachers encounter is
4

Igtclass reading

The famlly may not be able to

aof traditional classroom reading material; this lipited understanding

. ' |
Closely related to this may be the,lack of interesting and meaningful

identifiable to the-back-

+

I

and out-of—ciasg reading assignments become &n almost daily battle and,

the. g:vzng of reading asszgnments as

. . ) . . .~
of reading in classes ceuld create a negative reception towardereading,.

reading matter available to stu&ents in the school, and too frequently,
| > .
these students are bombarded by stories, articles;'and textual material ’;ﬂ,,
. L i .

In‘pther words, the xeading

.
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N ""Theg'perceiVe the learning of dates, h:j:stor:@cal facts, mathematioal .

problems without practical apﬁligafion, science tﬁedrﬁ:involving lietle
or Ho demonstrable utilization as det beigg meaningful,‘and henee, nd;
worthy of reading. - . o 01 - i L

Whether the-abE:ue reas;ns occur alone p'r are multiple over‘la[;ping
causesh'tﬁe problen of,interesiing ‘the disadvantaged to read must be :
dealt with Ymmediatelyn The ,ta_sg is not an ,easy&on‘e." Trying to over-
~ come yeass of resistance and négetibistic attitudes tosard reading may-

seem insuxmountable; jﬁaféever, if the secondary teacher views reading
. b

as :unportant {and c(arta:uz(ly most would), then the secondary teabher

s

b

T,
must a;/sume ‘the .reSpons-:.b:; lity cf'mota.,vat:mg the disadvantaged.

Ahe follgiving techniques have b‘een‘succes,sful in :mot:i:vat_ing r‘eadiné_;
fo[the‘_d:i:sesdvantagéd. Some techniques may be fxm:;,re successful than others .
/ / [ - ' * . . [4
' ing 6pon=the atmosphere and psychologigal make-up of the classes.

is be;/t,. ther, tveep' an 6pe‘n, fl‘exible, nd gxpenmental approach

; ﬁ.ii ring toward us:.ng them; therefore, try as many ds mss:.,ble, 1f not

" all o thear, dunng the course of the school year. %

1, /Read_yourself while students rgad. As students read to themselves,

Y - .
/ they observe that the teacher too, :z,s read:mg,,from their wiew-

t

$ pomt they are besé remfori:ed that readznpg is vfluable and
- ¥ "‘ " " ."i *
1mportant, in’ ‘ubtle ‘way, the,teacher is. s‘tress:.ﬂg th.e value
of‘-fead‘ing to them. ". ot ~N ) S

Read alou%to students. 'J.‘h:Ls is rarel don.e. I.f is unfortunate

s . ‘1 \ 1
‘. that” readang aloud to“students is, d:.scont:.mned\ af,ﬁ:er elementary

‘schéol, .Fovgbsome reason,.:Lt is cons:.d :e;n _elementary pract:Lce
¥ N .

exclugive to the early grades. Notzh:m .couid be furthdr from the
.t . < oot :

truth., Secondary stugients enjoy very much_l‘:;.st'gning,to 'interr\gstina

and enjoyable stories, By listening to "&pgé-é stories,  Student

/

’
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1 * * t
interest. in reading similarly enjoyable stories on their own will .
L o ) » * hd . .
L increase. ,(This can effegtively be accomplished through taping a
r \| ‘f .

story and replaying it fétisuccessive.cﬂagse%.) ' ' 2

- 3.3‘ Set a paperback book on your desk, . Stugdent observation again
M T ] '
: Yy
', enters the situation.. They hecome curibus about the teachér|'s

1 private reading intéfestsg This, then,) becomes an excellent\\

,

® : .
epportu?ity for the teacher to share tﬁ? paperback,

H

4. Read aloud(up.to a climéctic_poinf and étop. Assuming that all

students have a comrion reading to fulfill, the teachex can ‘use’

. l ) -

. . L . . : . .
this technigue to‘captpre their interest and spwr them into com-
. . - v . [ 4
pleting a reading assignment., Whether the teacher reads from the )
. L 4 . - ’
text itself or from a related text, the intentjion is to build up

interest to an exqi%ing.point and stop. If the build-up has been

k]

' N " ) N - [ bl L3
exciting, the students will want to begin rgading'ht the point

. where the teacher ended to find outvhat will happen next. Needless

.

to say, -this technique need not be restricted, to narrative mate}ial;

" LS
R -~ -

cit may‘invo}ve how to perform'a task, how to gperate a device, or

L]

how to improve a $kill. The only’requirement involved is that the:

.

teacher read somethjing exciting,

5. Dress-up or act-out reading material, Allowing i}udents ‘to 1iGe

i N

- the charactgrs inm a stor}_or role-play histerical figures in the

history class will make the reading more concrete and meaningful,

Students becaﬁe rmore active participants as a result of their
. ' : . » .
readingﬂgazh;r qpan pas€ive recipients oflthat which fhey{méy;rqt
: -'¥ead at all, ° o . . f’.
_ 6}.“/Eétablish_§ glassroom library. Departiné occ§sioha11y from éhgj
o fradit;onal subj;ctéargQ;FIassroom matefiais can bg béﬁeficiii

t h ~ . . L. ;o
toward motivating intere€t in reading. ' The dlsadvaptaged's? dent
; . A

¥
-
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.needs, as do all students, the opportunity to read those materiils

- A
s . T

. , . + » ¥ : S
- that personally interest hims Of course, teacher guidelines are
. J - . LY " . '

) , .
necessary, but, through student contributions, a t.:?.z_assr::)on:lf,j

vy PR

can be” established in a-corner of the room. Then c¢lass time should

2
t

iibrafy

A . . - \“ »
be given peripdically-té allow stug'é“nts fo engagé in their own
] ) B ’ b * L] - ‘

' fteedom~of ~-choice reading. ) . .

-

‘7. Advertise reading.-'This technique needs to be reemphasized,
‘ M ) . . " " . ’ a * -t
- Advertising can take the form of displaying’posters, book jackets,,

and ,slogans of current magazines, books, and articles around the

- 3

Toom Sti:dents become sensitized toward reading, Their level of

L]

L .

N . . ’ L)
-consciousness is raised as they are exposed to the visual stimula-

- . . ‘ “ - v
%4 tion of readgng about the room. Books become a constant avareness =--

] o L]

a reminder ‘they cannot avoid. - - . Sy

"8, Utilize the ncwspaper aé™a medium for reading, In .terms of reading
I M - _ t Rk . . .
releVant material fgr tie disadvadfageq youth, .the newspaper_can ..

- Fl

achieve this purpos¢ well. Ranging from w%ht-ads for getting a’

L}

Jjob, planning a budget, or furnishing a hor;é to calculating live ¥

. . . . . \
,mathema{gcal problems or playing the stock market, the newspaper

provides an excellent resource for'brindging the live and relevant
world of the disadvantaged student into thé classroom. '

Mo:::i.vz;ting' the di ad;;:mtaged is a d:i.ff:i.cult task; ‘there are no easy
answers when Healing.éz:;\youth wh; come from comp{sf pacggroﬁnds. A
* vafiety of tecﬁni’ques_ must be employed to detcrmine Which 'oﬁes"ére‘-.
, . . RS
éuccessfuls 1f the disadvantaged yill not read, th heb will 1e§rn,‘

oy
. - b ]
very little, Motivating interest in reading is‘the Im{itial step in

vachieving success towaid learning through reading.,
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