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. ACADEMIC COURSES FOR THE HEALTH PROGRAMS o

Scdra hing, the literature tor reports on aeademic
courses tor &alth professionals is a bit like going
h.uk to fime. During the 1960s. very little was
written \MI'IL.IH\ about two-vear colleges: Block-

. Plummer and Richardson® The Two-Year Col-
'/('2( A Sociad Svathdn (196035, LCohen's Darteline
79 Heretical Coneepts tor the Commnttne College

(1969), and Thornton's The Commipniny Junipr
College 11966) \lmd out hke oases 1inoa barrew
desert. Aside trom these books, m; terial .lhuul the

community junior collewe was l\pu.dl\ puhll\hul
in the hiterature of four-vear colleges and univer,
sthes.

Since the carly 19708, the literature has swelled.

Reports hine been written about students, taculty,

fiscal matters, and governance —- to an extent suf™

ticient that this tacet of education can now claim a
respectable literarsy base. When it conies, to matters

of curficulum and. especially. to academic courses
in technological programs, htwever, the material

i~ @i Mparce. Our search of the ERIC files netted
very few titlesand other data basesialso are notable
for their significant omissions.

At the same time. strong ties are evident between
courses that are serv.much in the maingtrean of the
liberal arts and certain technical fields —- particu-
Inrlv allied health programs. With the exception of
anoccasional journal and the studies of humanities
and science curriculums currgnth being conducte
by theCenter tor the Slud\ of Community Colleges.
little attention is being paid 1o these idsuesy \c
their significance sieests that this s, indeed.
tertile area for studv,

The tew publications that do pertain to academic
courses W technology programs tor health pro-
fesstonals serve to antroduce this Junior Collepe
Resource Review, While all thesg(reports deal with
Ssome aspect of training tor health professionals,
they ditter in terms of their primygrs tocus or the
disciplines involved. For example. svfabi tor career

courses in allied health were developed in the fields
1970)..

of human anatomy and physiology (Cohen.
For both a4 one- and a two-semester dourse, one
svllabuy’, designed tor the two-semgster course, tuk
filed the basic hurdin: blology requirements of

ERIC -

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

students enrolled in the l\\O -vear allled health

carcer program. The other syllabus was devised for
a condensed one-semester coyrse for students who
were enrolled 1w the \hojcr one-vear program.
Euach syllabus includes inditutional objectives. fo
cach semester as well as a topic outline that §
organized into units, with each ynit lcrrhmatm,g [
a prescribed laboriory experience.

Other aspects of the biological sciences , are
stressed in two other rcp(wt» one of which prov |des
data resulting from a survgy gnd the otler presents .
papers delivered at a comgerence. The National
Science Koundation's (“(,vm-tm\\mn ort Undergrad-
uate Fducation in the Bm\‘oglcal Sciences..(Roos.
1969) reports tindings h”pm 4 questionnaire sent (o |
all medical. dental, vetérindary, and public heaith
schools in the United Stites. as well as to selected
degree-granting schools 8 nursing. medical tech-
nology, and pharmacy. Important to our concerns
with-two-vear colleges are the data reported about
the tvpes of biological prerequisites tor each school
and the role of preparatory courses in graduate
admission policies.,

A number of papcr\ Lmanatmg from.a British
conference on the biological sciences in advanced
tirther education are compiled in another report
(Coombe Lodge Report. 1975) which is of periph-
eral interest to twg-vear college gurggeulum_ de-
signers. Although lb‘c mujority of lh@w papers eal
with arcas unrelatéd to community - junior colleges.,
three issues covertd are pertinent and 4t°potential
usefulness: a review of the range of courses and,
qualifications in the advanced biomedical sector,
the Kictors attecting biotogical teaching in the face,
sof limited resources. and the wavs that biology de-
partments could respond 1o a call to assume wider
rL\pUl,lhlhl\ tar paramedical training. , o

Briet discussions of the academic curriculum as 7o'
it relates to nursing education are also of interest,
One study of ten nursing programs in six states re-
ported that all of the ten nursing programs sur-
veved in SIXstates combined nuryng courses with
some supportive college courses (Blackstone. 1974).
Recommendations tor additionad courses in mathe-
matics and bro-chemistry and for in-class teaching

U



S

.- deal with older peoplc a twe-vear assomatq,degrge.: u
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techmqm wd'é Oﬁ'eréd 8s a result 4f a follow—up
survey admtgulrred 3o graduates of South ‘Georgia
. College’s Divition oE\Nul?l' (Kondwros, 11977])
The conceriis: witliithe aged and aging that are
novsdfmquy tedwmalsofonndm
"our search of
College. (

dcv three generaf catel

gories of mvolvemem in-educational programs il

the. aging. one"of n(hlch" the Para- Profcsslo

terial. Pensacola Junior. &

' Gerontology Pl’ogram is- pamcularl\ relevandii

our concerns here. Special semmars on the 14_“', o

greater erophasis on existing uursmpcourscs-t at

and cemﬁcated programs in geriatsic care wer¢

urged (Tamburello. 1975). Couyses in the coun-.

+ * seling-and psychology df the aged were also empha:
sized. How much academic content prevails in .

these courses or programs is presently unknowm: *:
. but surely a-considerable amount could be incorpo-
~rated in almost any ‘paramedical trammg for ‘the -

aged.

Closely related to concerns for the agcd are
that deal with death and Xing. developed
gple in various paramedical programs. Coun-
sclors. teachers. nurses. doctors. clergy and social
work#rs — as well as their aides — could put to
goodduse courses in thanatology. whether offered
from the standpoint of anthropology. physiology.
sociology. er psychology. Crosbie and Garlie (1976)
address some of these concerns and review the liter-
ature on the current state of training for health pro-
fessionals and on their attempts to cope with death

and dying.
The scope of ethics in famnlv practice medicine

\;:l:dmg values and other philosophical ques-
L is related by Keller (1977). who cites six

\

L

* «to_nursing students in particular.

EKC
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educational objectives as well as the precise instruc-
tional methdds that form the basis of our ethics/
human values curriculum in ose medical school.
The emphasis here is obviously on a program that is
only periph®rally related to the two-vear colleges —
paramedical training — but in an indirect way. the

* material included is of potential usefulness.

A similar situation applies to a study by Hendrix
(1977). Data from questionnaires mailed to every
college and university in the United States ascer-
tamedf‘(hat 26 percent of the 223 responding majer
institutions offered .a bio-ethics course. Presented

most frequently by-the biology department. this was

generally taught by professoms of ethics and philo-

sophy. Roush’s (1976) report of medical anthro-.

pology in the curriculum is also pertinent to para-
medical programs in two-year colleges.

Moying from medical and paramedical students
a report by
Aroskar (1977) suggests that while most of the
. #ucators surveyed by her supported the teaching
™ of ethics for nursing students. few ‘programs pro-
vided a planned curriculum that includes such a

changes to incorporate this are nowd ‘
Nursing students are also the tatm plopulatlon
for an introductory chemistry course-described by .
. Jones (1976), while a science program a8 Catonsville® -
o Community College (Maryland) was developed for
pnursing and other paramedical studebts (Zubairi,
B 1973). This program recognizes and attempts_to
g rcmedy the weak scierce backgrounds of many stu-
dents who are training for paramedical cargers.
Moving into another sphere of concern, we note .
pt problems centering around motivating stu- -
pits to learn are probably as old as man himself.
Shc way of dealing with this concern has been de-
Sgoped.in an effort to Bring allied health students
1o college level reading abilities. Based on the
8. gheory that adult learners will b€ more motivated to

‘
"y

.25 tmprove their readmg skills if the reading materials
; @ assigned them related to career preparation. a Sti-
jecnce Reading Program was designed. |mplemented

fMind evaluated (Beitler. 1976). Students enrolled in-
“this program were first tested for reading level
ab|||ty and programmed instruction. utilizing serv-

" ice related ‘materials, was theo developed for each
person. '

" Less specific than such prescribed programs but
of growing interest in many colleges are interdis-
ciplinary courses. In the studies of the humanities
curriculum in two-year colleges that are currently,
being conducted by the Center for the Study of
Community Colleges (Cohen and Brawer, 1977),
interdiscipkinary courses have been found to be
among the few hynanities courses that show in-
creasing enrollments (Canter, 1978). Yet. only three
references to such courses.were found in our search
of academic programs for the health professions.
An interdisciplimary approach to family health care
emphasizes thé principles and procedyres of team
development, stressing group dynamics and com-

. munication processes (Sumner and Others, 1978).
The development of an interdisciplinary course and
practicum for social workers and nursing students
stressed the need for collaboration among \health
care professionals in several fields (Rusnack. 1977).
Although'the difficulties in implementing such a
program are rampam the results could be signifi-
cant. .

- The development. content, and emphases ip an

" interdisciplinary course called ““Science and Soci-
ety.” offered at Central Piedmont Community Col-'
lege in North Carolina. were described by MgAlex-
ander (1976). ‘This course. which Qlﬂ'ers :fcdlt in
either science (with laboratory expe ) or hu-
manities (without such a requirement). deals with
the role of science and technology in evenls that _
have shaped the past. and with their roles in pro-
viding alternative futures. Its objectives are 4 make
students more scientifically literate, have them
learn about the role of ‘science as a cultural influ-

1‘ - -



B : - : = .
o . ence. andmm to obsetve the trends of -
K - ouk post-imdustrisk- society “and extrapolate its -

g,, * future. These gaals, » wlnch say something to all ssg-, - ;
. detils, certainly are pertinent to those engapd in

.- alited health programs. -

b Earlier, this review-hoted thrpaucny of material
//Juhm with academié p ms for the health pro-

fessions, One study ap;)ears here: another report,
there. The -haphazard ‘sature of this literature is
" interesting. particularly in view of the numbers of
students whio are enrolled in healthr technology ‘pro-
grams.. Certainly many of those students would be

5
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better served if they were exposed to a broader cur-
riculum than that which they now face, a curri-
culgm that is founded on the-principles that since
health professuonals are dealing with people in
some capacity or another. (hey-must understand.
themselves and their’ constifuents from several per-
spectives. -lmggrauon of selected éourses from the
liberal arts into allied health programs can help
supply some of this understanding. .

. -~ N

Florence B. Brawer
Staff Writer
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