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.The paucity of'material dealing with' academic .

Pfogram or the health professions in two -year colleges its .reflected
in this .er of studies and reports which show great variety in
their pri 7r- focus and in the disciplineabinvolved. Cited in. this
literature vier are: syllabi for courses in anatcsy physiology,
and chemistry; a report on biological course prerequisites at a .

Variety of institutions, including tbcge granting.ncrsing, Medical
technology, and pharsracy.degrees;' a compilation of conference papers
dealing with biomedical education; destriptions of nursing curricula
and Audents; discussions of'the aged and aging, death and dying, and
student motivation; several stediem concerned with ethics in the
health professions; and descriptions of.ftterdisciplinary programs. A
bibliography is included. (AEC)
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ACADEMIC COURSES FOR THE HEALTH PROGRAMS
Searchingjhe literature for reports on academic

courses-16r tiC'.":"*Ith professionals is a bit like Ltoitie
hack into time. During the 1%0%. tort little was
written 4.041,:itieally about two-year college,: BlOck-
er. Plumukr and Richardson% The Iwo- Year C01-
lege .4 .Sfl'iul Si 'alOis 11465). iCohen's Dateline
.74 Heretical Concepts for the Cnmmulfttv College
11%41. and Thornton'. The Communitv .Inniin-
('olleme 114nto stand out like oases in a barren'
desert. Aside from these books. material about thg
community junior culler t was hpicall% published
in the literature of four-sear colleges and unkgr,
cities.

Since the earls I irffs. the literature has swelled.
Reports ha e been written about students. facidt).
fiscal matters. and goveTnance town extent sof-.
ficient that this facet of education can now claim a
respectable literary base. When it eonie;. to matters
of curi'iculutn and. especia11%. to academic courses
in tec nological programs, Mwever, the material

.

1%461 parce. Our search of the ERIC tiles netted
very few titles.'and other data bases-also 'ire notable
for their significant omissions.

,At the same time. strong ties are vyident between
courses that are yerx.much in the main stream of the
liberal arts and certain technical fields pal-lieu-
lath allied health programs. With the exception of
.'anioccasional journal and the studies of hurnaniti ,
and science curriculums currynth being conducts
by the,Center for the Studs of Community College,s,
little attention is being paid to these i;suesi let,
their significance siriNests that this is, indeed, a
fertile area for study.

The kw publications that do pertain to academic
courses iJi technology programs for health pro-
fessionals serve to introduce this Junior Colle,Qe
Resource Review. While all the, reports deal with
sotme aspect of training for her th professionals.
then differ in terms of their prim r% focus or the
discipline involyed. For example, s% abi for career
courses in allied .health were deyeloped in the fields
of human anatomy and physiology (Cohen, 19 -t*
For both a one- and a hm-semester eotirse, tans
syllabus% designed for the two semester course. tug-,
filled the basic hurvisn h1 logy requirements of

3

- .
students enrolled in the two:year allied bialth
career program. The other syllabus was dexlsea fOr
a condensed one-semester course-for students who
were enrolled is the shor cr. one-vear program.
Each syllabus includes in notional obtectiyes-lo
each < emester as well as a topic outline, that
organiied into units. with each unit terthinating i
a prescribed laboratory' experience.

Other aspects of the biological sciences , are
stressed in two other reports. one of which provides
data resulting from a surybv ssnd the other presents
papers delivered at a coMerence.' the qtinnal
Science Foundation'x Corninission oft Undergrad-
uate Education in the Biological Sciences.:1Roos.
19h91 reports findings Kim .a questionnaire sent to
all medical. dental. Yetefinary, and public health
schools in the United St*s. as well as to selected
degree-granting schools clf nursing. medical tech-
nology, and pharmacy. Important to our concerns
w it h two-year colleges are the data reported about
the types of biological prerequisites for each school
and the role of preparatory courses in graduate
admission policies.

A number .of papers emanating from.a British
conference on the biological sciences in advanced
tiirther education are compiled in another report
(Coombe Lodge Report. WS), which is, of periph-
eral interest to twq-year college c,ttrirtkolum de-
signers. Although OF: majority of these paperaeal
with areas unrelated to community junior colleges.
three issues covertd are pertinent and Orpotential
usefulness: a review of the range of courses and,
qualifications in the advanced biomedical sector,
the kictors affecting biological teaching in the face,

of limited resources. and the ways that biology de-
partments could respond to a call to assume wider
respollibility for paramedical training.

Brief discussions of the academic curriculum as
it relates to nursing education arc also of interest,
One stitch of ten nursing programs in six states re-
ported that all of the ten nursing programs sur-
%eyed in six states combined nursizig courses with
sonic supportive college courses - Blackstone. 19741.
Recommendations for add itionaJ courses, in mathe-....
nutty., and hits-chcmistry and for in-class teaching



techniques wete.offered as a result-Of a follow-up
slimy sidininiatered to graduates of South Georgia
Callege's Pirition o Nul sigh (Kondwros. 11977D.

The ioneer* aged and aging that are
now se frequinttly rtrAilltisted were also in
oui Searchsocorfzertinci4edrial. Pensacola Junior.

( dev three general cat
'pries of invOisiment ineducational programs
the. aging. one'. .of .Which7;41ie Para-Professio
Gerontology Program. is- particularly rekva
our concerns here.' Special seini nars on the a
greater emphasis on existing iuriinipicourses- t at
deal with older people, a two-year associatcdegree.
and certificated prograpis in geriatric care were
urged (Tamburello. t97:51. Cots in The coun--
selingand psychology Of' the aged were also empha.-.
sized. How much academic content prevails in
these courses or programs is presently unknown:
but surely a considerableamount could be incorpo-

.--,rated in almost any paramedical training for'the
aged.

Closeiy,related to concerns for the aged are
cou;lopthat deal with death and developed
for le in various paramedical programs. Coun-
selors. teachers. nurses. doctors. clergy and -social
workers a.,s well as their aides could put to
goodkuse courses in thanatology. whether offered
from 'the standpoint of anthropology. physiology.
sociology. or psychology. Crosbie and Garlic (1976)
address some of these concerns and review the liter-
ature on the current state of training for hialth pro-
fessionals and on their attempts to cope with death
and dying.

The scope of ethics in family practice medicine
including values and other philosophical ques-

ti is related by Keller (1977). who cites six
educational objectives as well as the precie instruc-
tional methbds that form the basis of our ethics/
human values curriculum in one medical school.
The emphasis here is obviously on a program thia is
only peripherally related to the two-year colleges
paramedical training but in tan indirect way, the
material included is of potential usefulness.

A similar situation applies to a study' by Hendrix
(1977). Data from questionnaires mailed to eery
college and university in the United States ascer-
tainedithat 26 percent of the 223 responding major
institutions offered .a bio-ethics course. Presented
most frequently by-the biology department. this was
generally taught by professors of ethics and philo-
sophy. Roush's (1976) report of medical anthro-
pology in the curriculum is also pertinent to para-
niedical programs in two-year colleges.

Moying from medical and paramedical students
-to nursing students in particular. a report by
Aroskar (1977) suggests that while most of the
iliucators surveyed by her supported the teaching
of ethics for nursing students. few program% pro-
vided a planned curriculum that includes such a

t

course. Suggestions for implementing rricithins
changes to incorporate this are noted.

Nursing students arc also the target Population
for an introductory chemistry courseAeseribed by
Jones (1976). while a science protram
Community College (Maryland) was developed for
ursing and other paramedical students (Zubairi.

14973). This program recognizes and :attempts to
remedy the weak science backgrounds of many stu-
ents who are training for paramedical carvers.

Moving into another sphere of concern, we note
problems centering around motivating stu-

ts to learn are probably as old as man himself.
way of dealing with this concern has been de-

oped.in an effort to Bring allied health students
to college ,level reading abilities. Based on the
theory that adult learners will be.' more motivated to

rove-their reading skills if the reading materials
assigned their related to carter preparation. a Sti-
nee Reading Program was designed. implemented.

evaluated (Beitler. 1976). Students enrolled in
this program were first tested for reading level
ability and programmed instruction, utilizing serv-
ice related materials, was then developed for each
person.

Less specific than such prescribed programs but
of growing interest in many colleges are interdis-
ciplinary courses. In the studies of the humanities
curriculum in two-year colleges that are currently,
being conducted by the Center for the Study of
Community Colleges (Cohen and Brawer. 1977).
interdisciplinary courses have been found to be
among the few hwanities courses that show in-
creasing enrollments (Canter. 1978). Yet, only three
references to such courses-were found in our search
of academic programs for the health professions.
An interdisciplinary approach/0 family health care
emphasizes thE principles and procedures of team
development, stressing group dynamics and com-
munication processes (Sumner and Others. 1978).
The development of an interdisciplinary course and
practicum for social workers and nursing students
stressed the need for collaboration among\health
care professionals in several fields (Rusnack. 1977).
Although'the difficulties in implementing such a
program are rampant. the results could be signifi-
cant.

The development, content, and emphases it an
interdisciplinary course called "Science and Soci-
ety." offered at Central Piedmont Community Col-
lege in North Carolina. were described by M lex-
ander (1976). This course. which ffers tdit in
either science (with laboratory expo ) or hu-
manities (without such a requirement). deals with
the role of science and technology in, everts that
have shaped the past: and with their roles in pro-
viding alternative futures. Its objectives are *make
students more scientifically literate. have them
learn about the role of*science as a cultural influ-
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ewe. end'eneoursie diem to observe the trends of

rk out Post-hrtlustriat' Society 'and extrapolate its
0 future. These 'Bali, which say something to all sup

certittfig are jorrtinet to the engaged in
alheitheattbiSrograms..
_,,,-Itarlir-thinreviewlhoted the-paucity of material

,,..---"dealing With aeademiCiprorams for the health pro-
ik fessions; One study appears here: another report.

there. The haphazard 'nature of this literature is
interesting; particularly in view of the numbers of
students ware enrolled in health technology 'pro-
grams. Certainty many of those students would be

better served if they were exposed to a broader cur-
riculum than that which they 110w face, a curri-
culiin that is founded on the-principles that since
health professionals are dealing with people in
some capacity or another. they-musk understand-
ifle111,SeiVeS and.theiiconstituents from several per-
spectives. 4ntegration of selected.tourses from the
liberal arts into 'allied health programs can help
supply some of this understanding.

Florence B. Brewer
Staff Writer
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