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ABSTRACT

The majority of women enrclled in rcnccllegiate
postsecondary vocational schools in Cctober, 197€, vere tuenty-five
years of age and over and attended school part-time while ucrking
" full-time. The enrollment of women of age eighteen anéd cver in
noncollegiate postsecondary schocls in Cctcber, 157€, vas almost
equal to that of men. When enrollments are examined by age and labor’
. force participation, differences betveen m¢n and wcEen Leccse
apparent. For e1ghteen— to tventy-ocne-year-cldg, tie numker of women
participating in vocational education greatly exceeded ttiat of men,
vhile the participation rate of women cf age tuenty-two to
thirty-four was conezderahly below that ¢f men. Women enrclled
full-time vere primarily in the younger age groups, while ttke
part-time women students were concentrated in the clder age groups.
-Comparing wvomen to men students, sixt'y percent cf the’wcsén versus
eight-three percent of the men held joks, seven percent c¢f the women
and men were uneaplcyed and looking fcr ucrk, and thirty-three
_,percent of the women versus ten percent of the sen were nct in the
labor force. Seventy-four percent cf the esgloyed scmen students and
- nDinety percent of the employed men students were full-tise¢ workers.
Bost vocational students (fifty-one rercent) had comfpleted high
school and thirty-nine percent had some ccllege experience. (EM)
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GWomen mGVocatlonal
- C°Education

~ R by.
) Evelyn R. Kay

The mzjority of women enrglled in noncollegiate postsecondary vocational schools
in October 1976 ,were 25 years of age and over and attended school part time
while working at a full-time job. These and other data were collected for the

. National Center for Education Statistics by the Bureau of the Cemsus. Thig
short report summarizes some of the highlights of this survey on women.

The enrollment of women age 1€ and over in noncollegiate postsecondary schools 1/,
in October 1976 was almost equal to that of men. - Of the 3,066,000 students
enrolled, 1,520,000 were women (table 1j. Although the total numbers of men and
women were almost the same, differences become apparent when enrollments by sex
are examined by other characteristics, particularly age and labor force partici-
pation. T

Young women had the highest participation rates in vocational education.” For
18- to 2l-year-olds, the number of women participating in vocational educatior
per 1,000 population greatly exceeded that of men (43 compared to 33 for 18- to
19-year-olds and 42 to 31 fcr 20- to 2l-year-olds). For women aged 22 to 34,
however, the rate was consideratly below that of men, possibly because of family
responsibilities. For the age group 35 and over, women 's participation rate was
the same as men's. The following tabulation summarizes the distribution of male
and female enrollments by age as well as participation rates:

v

Percent distribution Participation rate
Age group . .per 1,000 population
Total Men Women Total Men Women
Total. . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 - - -
18-19 years. . . « . . 10.1 8.4 11.9 38 33 43
20-21 years. . .+ .+ . . 9.3 7.6 11.1 37 31 42
22-24 years. . . . o 13.0 14.4 11.6 36 42 31
25234 years. . o . . . 33.5 37.8 29.1 33 38 27
35 years and over. . . 34.1 31.8 36.3 12 12 12

—

1/ These schools include public and,private trade and techmnical schools,
.business_schools, nursing schools,.and home-study schools.
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White women, as well as white men, participated in vocaticnal education in
larger proportions than their representaticn in the population 18 years and over.
Ninty-one percent of the women students and 92 p:rcent of the men students were
white ccmpared vith 88 percent and 85 percent, respectively, in the general popu-
lation. Black students, on the other hand, constituted only 8 percent of the
women and 7 percent of the men in vocational education, compared with 11 percent
and 10 percent, respectively, in the overall population. Other students (Asian -~
Americans and American Indians) participated in vocational education at the game
rate as their representation in the population as a whole. Persons of Spanish
origin, including both white and black students, comprised 3 perzent of the
women and 5 percent of the men. In contrast, their representation in the popu-
lation 18 and over was 5 percent and 4 percent, respectively. The following
tabulation compares the percent distribution of the racial/ethnic groups of
vocational students with the population 18 years and over, by sex:

™~

,

S
Total population
Racial/ethnic 18 years and over Vocaticnal students
group
. ) i Men Women Men Women
Total, all races . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0  100.0
_White. . . . . s 0 o 0 e . 88.8 87.8 91.7 90.5
Black. « & o« « « o o o o o & 9.6 10.6 6.7 7.9
Other. . + « « « ¢« « o o o « 1.6 1.6 1.6 1.6
; ;
- Spanish origin .- .
(white and black combined. 4,4 4.7 5.2 3.4

Seventy percent of the women students attended school part time; the proporticm
of men enrolled part time was 75 percent. Women constituted 55 percent. of the
full-time and 48 percent of the part-time enrollment. The following tabulatiom
shows the distribution of students by sex and enrollment status:

Enrollment status, Total Men Women

Total . . . . . 100.0 ." 100.0 100.0

Full time . . . . 19.6 17.5 21.8

’ Part time . . . . 72.8 75.2 70.3
Unknowr: . . . . . 7.6 7.3 7.9

Totadl . . . . . 100.0 50.4 49.6°

. Full tfkme . . . . 100.0 45.1 54.9

Fart ©ime . . . . 100.0 52.1 47.9
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As would be expectecd, worzen enrolied full time were primarily in the younger
age groups: 55 perceat of the women enrol’ed full time and 43 percent of the
men enrollad full rime were becweer the ages of 18-and 21--the ages when vqung
people are usually preparing for jobs. Only 15 percent of the women and 11 per-
cent of the men enrolled part time were in these age groups. In contrast, part-
time students were concentrated in the older aze groups: 32 percent of the
women and 40 percent of the men were between Z5 and 34; 41 percent of the women
and 36 percent of the men were 35 and over. The following tabulation summarizes
these data: /

. Full time Part time
Age group i

Total Men Women Total Men Women *

Total. . . . . . 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0

18-19 years. . . . . 31.1 26.3 35.1 5.2 5.0 5.5
20-21 years. . ... . . 13.0 16.3 19.3 7.7 p.1 9.6
22-24 years. . . o+ . . 13.2 16.0 11.2 " 13.0 13.7 12.2
25-34 years. . . . . . 24.& 30.4 20.2 35.8 39.5  31.7
35 years and over. . ., 12.38 11.0 14.2 38.3 35.7 41.0

Sixty percent of the women students held jobs, 7 percent were unenrpgloyed and
looking for work, and 33 percent were not in the labor force. Amd>ng the.men,
83 percent held jobs, 7 percent were unemployed ar? looking for work, and 10
percent were not in the labor force (table 1). The unemployment rate for women
in the lLabor force was' 10.8 percent compared with 7.8 percent for men. PRath
men and women under 25 experienced higher unemployment rates (9.5 percem #nal
13.3 percent, recpectively) than those 25 years and over (7.2 percent am:!l 8.
percent, respecti-rely). ’

Seventry-four mersemz of the employed women students and 90 percent of Iec
emplovied men smedits were full-time workers 2/ (table 2). Women stucmhi= in
each .age growyp wemre less likely than men to hold full-time jobs. Only %8 per—
cent ©oif®*the weme _'n the 18-to-24 year age group and 77 percent of ths: womemn

25 amd over haigi- :l11-time jobs, compared with 75 percent and 96 perceemt,,
tespactively, »f & men.

There appearss © - no pattern in the fulf—time/part-time school/work -méiation-
ship of ~wmplw¥=q . udents. For example, one would expect a full-time smrudent
not %o huwys w rlme to work full time. However, 55 percent of all emsioyed
student . wer: to schwol full time afd were employed full time. Of ine students
18 to Z4 vitars of agw, 4% perceﬁ? of the men and 52 percent of the women were
in th#fs categorv. ©O: thase 25 and over, 58 percent of the employed men and 55
percemnt #f the emploved women were full-time students with full-time jobs.

2/ Fiall-- dme workers are those who worked 35.hours or more during the survey
week. - Part-ttime workérs are those who worked 1 to 34 hours. No definition was
provisled #=rs finill-time students. .
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Men and women vocational students had completed higher levels of education tham
the general population 18 years and over. Most vocational students (51 percent)
had completed high school and 39 percent had some college experience (table 3).
Over 21 percent of the men and 14 percent of \the women had completed at least

4 years of’college, compared with 17 percent and 11 percent, respectively, in
the popalation as a whole. However, there are sharp differences in the educa-
tional levels of men and women in vocational education when age is taken into -
consideration. Of students under 25, women were more likely than men to have
higher educational levels; of students 25 and over, educational levels of men
were higher than those of women. For example, nearly 24 percent of the men and
28 percent of the women 18 to 24 years of age enrolled in vocational schools
had completed at least 1 year of college. In contrast, 50 percent of the men
and 41 percent of the women 25 years and over had had some colliege experience.
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Tablg 1.—-labor forge status of vocationzl students, by sex and age:
United States, October 1976

p ] ) 4
A . : (Ig thousands)
—
Labor force status - Men Women
. and agq) . &
Number Percent Number Percent
. LY -
Total enrollied, all ages . . . . . 1,545 100 1,520 100
In labor force . « « = o &+ « « = o« o « o 1,393 90 _ 1,011 67
Employed . . . « ¢ ¢ ¢« o o ¢ o o = o 1,284 83 901 60
Unemployed . . . ¢« « « « ¢ « o s o & & 109 7 110 7
Percent of labor_force . . . . . . . 7.8 - 10.8 -
Not: in labor forcg . . . « . « + « . .+ . 153 10 509 . 33°
Total enrolled, 18-24. . . . . . . . 470 100 525 100
In labor force . . « o & o ¢ ¢ o o o . 399 85 315 - 60
Employed. « « o ¢ ¢ o = o o s o o o o o 362 77 - 273 . 52
Unemployed . . . v o 4 ¢ o o o = 5 ¢ 38 8 42 8
Percent of labor force . . . « « . . 9.5 . -— 13.3 = --
Not in labor force . . . . . . « . . . . ® 70 15 211 460
. .
Total enrolled, 25 and over, ... . . 1,076 0o 995 100
In labor force . /o ¢ ¢« ¢ o o o o o o & 993 92 696, 70
Employed . « v ¢ ¢ « « o o o o o o o » 922 86 628 63
Unemployed . . +. o o o o o o o o o o & 71 7 68 7
Percent of labor force . . . . . . . 7.2 - 3.8 -—
Not in labor force . . . ¢« « . « « . . . 83 8 - 298 30
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Table 2,--Full-time and part-time employment and enrollment status of vocational
students, by sex and age: United States, October 1976

-
(In thousands)

. . Employment and ’ ,
: gnrollment status o Total - Men Women
S .
- Total employed, all ages ¢« o « « . . 2,185 1,284 ..901
Employed full time ... . . . . . . ¢ . . . 1,826 1,159 ° , 667
Percent of total . v v v v ¢ o o o o o 84 90 J 74
Employed full time and
enrolled full time . . . . . . . . . . 1,197 T 712 . 485
Percent of total o « i v o v o v o o o . . 55 55¢® , o
Total employed, 18-24 . . . . . .. 635 362 273 '
Employed full time . . . . ¢« &« ¢ ¢ ¢ o« « o« . 457 272 185
Percent of total . v v v« ¢« ¢« o ¢ o o « 72 .75 68
Employed full time and ‘
enrolled full time ¢ ¢ ¢ + o + = « o 318 176 142
Percent of total « v ¢« o ¢« ¢ o o o o o &« 50 49 62
Total employed, 25 and over. . . . . 1,550 922 628
Employed full time . . . « . « « ¢« « & . . 1,369 887 428
Fercent of total . . v « v o« o ¢ o o o - ° 88 96 ./ 7?7
Employed full time and . )
enrolled full time . « « o « . . .« . . 879 536 343
Percdent of total « v v ¢« o o o o o o o 57 58. - 55
+ .




Table 3.—Comparison of years of school completed between population
18 years and over and vocatioral students, by age_ and sex:
United States, October 1976 )

3

Total population . , i
pop Vocarional students

Years of school 18 years and over

leted
comple Total Men - Women To&al Men Women
. (In millions) K&zgzthousands)

Total, all ages . . . . « . . . 146,3 68.9 77.4 3,065 1,545 1,520
Percent « « ¢ ¢« ¢ ¢ ¢ « « » » 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0
Non~high school graduate, , 32.3 32,4 32.3 9.9 9.1 (;2.7
High school graduate. . . . 37.7 .33.8 41,2 50.9 48.9 .8
College, 1-3 years. . . . . 16.2 17.0 15.5 21.6 20.8 22.4

' College graduate. . . . . . 13.8 16.8 11.8~ 17.6 21,2 14,1

-~

Total,. 18-24 years. . . « .. . 26.9 13.0 13.9 995 © 469 - 526
Pereent « v o o o o «-.o « « » 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100,0
Non-high school graduate. . 19.3 2Q.8 18.0 8.3 8.5 8.3

High school graduate. . . . 45.0 43,1 46.8 65.5 68.0 63.3

. College, 1-3 yearse . « . . 27.5  27.6 27.3 19.8 17.1 21.7
College graduate. . . . « . 8.2 8.5 7.9 6.4 6.4 647

Total, 25 years or over . . . . 119.4 55.8 63.6 2,070 1,075 995

Percent ¢ ¢ ¢ o o o o o o o @ 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100.0 100-0

. . Non-high school graduate, . 35.2 35.1 35.5 10.6 9.4 -12.0
" High school graduate. . . . 36.1 31,7 39.9 43.9 40.6 47.3
College, 1-3 years. . . « . 13.6 14.4 12.8 22.6  22.4 22.8
College graduate. + « « . & 15,1 18.8 11.8 22,9 27,6 " 17.9




