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. fleet .and a- res1dence for wealthy shlpouners. Later,vdurlng -the- S
V1ctor1an ‘era, . these areas became™ summer resorts, and still’ later f»J,.f
By became nostly- res1dent1a1xcommun1t1es. The history of’ Black Rock is
"‘1 traced from its beglnnlng in 1644 through ‘the hey-days of its West:
" Indies trade,_1760 to 1815. 'Its declining period ‘tetween 1865 and
1900 is d1scussed, folloved by a report of the port's evolution 1nto
. a regidential community. dur1ng the 20th century. Southport ‘contains.
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B ~early Awmerica.’ From its begrnnlngs Southport had .a simple:, village .=
“atmosphere, malnly ‘die to its. res1dents' successful preventlon of- the.
. development of a- manufacturlng econony. The hlstory of Southport is-
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-

Prom 1800 to™ 1854 it uas a center for coast" tradlng, and‘then' B
gradually evolved more'and more to a residential a;ea. Throughout the
“documernt exlstlng historical landmarks are noted The document also

lf contalns numerous maps and photographs.-(BC)
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THROUGH

HISTORY: THE SEAPORTS OF BLACK ROCK AND S@UTHPORT Ces

HISTORY

Offered by the Falrfleld Hlstorlcal Soc1ety, WALKING THROUGH ’

_ focuses .on -two . areas wul’r .a wealth of ‘historical fabrlco e*’booklet

- . convinced that success would depend upor’t the work’ and enthuslasm of .

~

'together Wlth\ escorted tours durlng October 1977 constlt »the’ heart -
of a program designed for the public. o

In-July of 1976 when I- formed the buddlng ideas “for WALT(ING :
THROUGH HISTORY 1 believed it had an exciting potent1al I was also

- ‘great numbe\rs of ‘volunteers, © - S

Fortunatelx Brldgeport—Farrfleld area is rich in able people w1th a

5 sympathy for | al hisfory: The work of such volunteers gave form and

,“substance to WALKING THROUGH HISTORY. I cannot say how. . -
-*much T apprecrated thelrvgeneroslty, patience, good, humor and .intelli-~ "~

Wlth ‘the f1nancral suppqrt from NEH and locaf institutions, make" 1t., -

gerice 'in over a\ year of. plannlng ‘and working. Their éfforts; togetheér

posslble tor present an outstandlng historical program.. - .
I' hope- many: people are attracted to WALKING THROUGH HIS—

\

TORY If they seei historical chou:es and - changes in Southport and .
: .Black Rock’ from settlement to ‘the present, perhaps they "can, better S

- appr ciate the development of the1r nelghborhoods and areas, no matter- -

how nt e -
. S T o Elizabeth-}ohnson -
S LToow, e Tt August, 1977 -
L / ; ‘ .
’ . < '.l._'. ,..4 ke - ”
| N &
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.. From the time of-its first settlement to the onset of 20th century sub- *
.‘;--'i,pranizatiOnS Fairfield -was ‘an agricultural ‘community, dependent upon
-+ . the soil for its prosperity. and upon the séa for its contact with the out-

side”world. Two. natural:ports, Black Rock- and Sotithport, .were eqii-.

distant' from the .town centér. Both shipped goods and produce from

 earliest times, and both-had. grown from sparsely settled Gutposts into
respectable villages by the.¢lose of:the 18th. éet,itﬁry_. ‘In the early. 19th

" century each h'ad_mément‘s g@ory,‘ Black Rock as a major West Indies -
trading port -and s'hipbuild\iﬂg enter .and Southport as the base for a -

i market- boat*fleet and a resbi‘de‘nce-:"for wealthy ‘shipowners. Both places.

e "' faded into summer resdr.t'sf-in_'the Victdrian, era “‘ah'd later. b'gvtam"éx _?,1“?05{ =

i

3 eiclusivel'y 'res.ic\ier\{tial.._ PRI R
¥ . This guide is dé,sign/efd to. acqudint yisjtors: and residents with ‘the ,
+ i " stages of development:that shaped both-p&its and the way that Fairfield "

«
it

has evolved: through wars, d'epr'essiéns_ arid"."perv'ibdspf prosperity over *
the centuries. The tours are arranged in chronological sequence to enable -

. ~the Ea‘pa'rtici_pafnlt to grasp ‘the fine points ‘of history through _ta"n_g_i_b'le
i remnants of pés_t"_er_as'.".';;_\‘__‘ : ‘i'\,f“_,‘ e N - .
* Numbers ‘preceding addresses refer to the-maps in' the back.of this
©oguidel oo B N I A S
L. \ S o - - ‘ S SR B S v
. e . . S B '
...BLACKROCK "= I TR Y -
. . N . R . : . T . A

' . Black Rock once reigned-as the chief seaport of the influential town of
_Fairfield. Shipping - attivity theré was ‘the source of Much ‘of the com-
" ‘munity’s prosperity. It yemains today more than just another Bridgeport o
-y .. neighborhood, possessing-a sense of tradition rooted in a colorful past -
) . and a community spirit that sets it apart from other sections. The historic
. -houses in the old center, the Pleasant tree-lined biocks of early. 20th cen-
tury developments, and the IUn'_surpa'ng,d. oceanfron{ drive along Eames®
‘Blvd. continue- to make Black Rock a most attractive place to visit.
The harbor:has always been the focus of-the community. It is of un-
~"usual natural dépth. In the 17th ‘and 18th ‘centuries it was the only. -
' Connecticut port except 'NeW‘Lori'don that could accommodate ships-of o
4 300 ‘to 400 tons. By contrast, the largest ships able to navigate .the -
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Connectlcut Rlver to: Hartford and Wethersheld were 30 to 40 tons:
‘Black Rock 'ws one of: the’ few: p‘laces in t‘he Connectlctft colony settled
excluslveJy asia tradmg center; and. | its populatlon ‘until the close of the -
]9th century conmsted prlmarlly of seafarlng famx‘xes e » :
" At the beginning. of the 20th" century, commerce moved away from :
the once.busy---_:vharbor fron ':’but at .theé’ samé time * urbamzatlon ‘was |

sprea?ing to Black Rock. The wholesale destructlon of t~he hlstorrc frame¥ '.

.work that occurred in other old Brldgeport nelghborhoods was prevented
by the | hlgh quahty of the new. residential’ developments Coupled with
a helghtened appreclatlon of old\ architecture. W mains today is
always somethmg of a surprise to'the un1n1t1ated “17th-and: 18th century
"homesteads surfounded by World. W'ar I era two-fami ffhouses a'largely”
~intact; wharf dlstnct w1th storehouses,that antedate._the Wat of 1812; & .
carefully la1d out ‘section of, Greek Rewv : )

-'40s; and some espec1ally flne examples
bu11t m the 18505 B L

o -

BEGINNINGS 1644 1760

“The pomt of land at the foot of. Brewster Street has never- fulfllled 1ts
potentlal as the nucleusof 2 tnercantlle city: Yet its natural advantages—
‘a situation at the head. of.a deep harbor protected y Fayerweather
Island; a hlgh elevation” alo.ng a coastline-that was pr dommantly Tow
and marshy, and' an abund‘ance of: natural mtllsxtes in the. surroundmg 5
countryslde—surely must have ‘attracted notice’ durlng the era:of settle— e
_meént of this’ reglon and may, have mfluenced Roger Ludlowe : L
of Fairfield -as the site for his town in'1639. " : : :

“Black Rock (at’ first known as’ Slmpharbor ) rema1ned unoCcupled ¥
untll '1644. In that.year dlscord broke out among the Puritan con; rega- i
tion_ in Concord.,. Massachusetts "and the dissenters ‘decided to. emrgrate
“to Connecticut. L hey: settled for the most part. along the’ ‘Line nghway
./(now Park’Avehue) that’ separated Falrheld and Stratford ‘a settlement

4 that became kpdwn as ““Stratfield.” - ¢

One among their numbe; Thomas Wheeler apparently felt that the

~advantages of a’good tradlng locatlon outweighed the dlsadvantages of - s

» isolation. He “selected a two and a half-acre point of land: between thp
Harbor and Brewster’s Cove for his house. lot and ‘became. Black Rogk’s
first English settler. Tradition states that- he built:a stone house with a
. flat rqof which mounted. two defendlng cannons—one- almed out.the -

BS

, Harbor for fear of attack from the. Dutch at: New Amsterdam the otheri L

\




" aimed 7at the Indran fort Iocated on a salt wafer. mlet near the present'

“-day intersection. of Fairfield" Avenue' and Ellsworthﬁtreet

. Thomas Wheeler died in 1654, and for: the néxt century Black—Rock_ T

p -was’ almost solely the holding of his children-and grandchlldren Three - *
. homesteads were. eventually erected. along Brewster Street in a medieval

style, wrth steep' gable roofs and :small leaded- -glass casemént W'meWS te

John Wheeler, son of Thomas, was counted among the three or four_- s
wealthrest men.in-late 17th century - Connecticut and represented Fair--
_field in the colonial legislature. The town granted hrm liberty to erect a”

{vharf in ‘the harbor at. thé:blacke rocke” in 1676, the first recorded * -

-usage of the name. It is possrble fhat he Irved in the house strll standing
at'268 Brewster Street R oo )

l(uncos T

The Iohn Wheeler House 26 ~Brewster St) is Black Rock's -oldest’ survrvmg home- : "6'
stead, Alth());gh .3 date of ©720 has ‘traditionally been ascribed to it, the st;:ep roof,
pitch, wide interior summer beams, and a pilastered stone- chrmney top that survnved
into thls century suggest an earller date.

Q
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The Wheelers flnlshed the ;ob of clearlng the land started by the o
lndlan(s ‘not leaying a single tree that did, not jbear. fruit’ or serve some S
' other usgful pu(pose The land between Burr Creek and Gro%res Hlll- was”
used to pasture llvestock and to grow crops for barter; . " . : \ !
At First produce ‘was shlpped to nearby market: towns such as New _ '
‘Haven and .New London to’ trade for foreign and: flnlshed goods. Some-
time before 17qo the Wheelers started Black Rock’s profltable trade with - [ .
E "the West Indles Non-pe 1sha51e produce——cornmeal salt beef, timber— -
was exchanged for sugar, salt, rum, molasses, and, 'in’ all' probability,
slaves ‘But still the port. rema1ned a Famlly operation used mostly by
" local farmers. There were: in-fact, three’ other competl g ‘ports’ just
- within the boundaries of Fairfiéld at- -Ash Creék and the-Mill and Sauga-'

tucl< Rivers; Black Rock woild have to wa1t for. more expanslve times -
to realize tts full,p/otentlal i e o o S Tt
'w.’.'...'d‘_:.' L P T “‘,‘ . R .." N o '..'.'. >

\WEST INDIES PORT 1760 1815 SRR \
Bla/l< ‘Rock’ s cotrse of development changed abruptly,dround 17 0. .j-
~The reasoris- are unclear, but within a decade three’ major comm cial."
’ --wharves had supplanted the old lariding placé at the point, eight
. new houses -had joined- the three old Wheeler homesteads, roa
"¢ laid out, ard shrpbu‘lldlng had. become a major occup‘atlon This growth', .
reflected thé 1mportance of Fairfield, which had a populatlon :of)about .:
450§ ‘and was one of the wealth1est towns per caplta in colon1
nec icat. ' :

" 'The Kate Moore Housf, a_fine \,

‘ " example. of early 194/ century- .

, . Federal period archigefture, stood. o

_ . T .7, -across the street from the He- * 4

e .+ . . zekiah Osborn House Tt was . h
' - .. demolished around r930 L

i .
P
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o ,='“gP/;haps ‘the imprvé;vel_"'r.'\ént's'_'W'éré‘ preci itated by the construction of’ .
'+ .. the Penfield tide mill 3n-‘Ash Creek in 1¥50. In 1753 the town proposed
..a bridge across the creek (the' remains of it are still viible at the foot of
"3 - Balmforth St.) which shor'tene‘d co_nsiderabl'y the distance to Black Rock.
.~ Grovers Ave., which prior to this time had been a cartway to pastures /| .
~.on Grovers Hill, became a“full scale highway to connect with .the .new Q
~ bridge.” - . T = ' T S

lf.ntex;p;rising David Wheeler III réalized the new potential of his fam- _ -
e ily’s lands. He laid ou't.h'd.use,l_g,t_s' in’the vicinity of Beacon Street for sea . .
S , captaids ‘and. enticed thirteen prominent Fairfield. citizens to put up
~ " money for a_new wharf. Thus:in 1767 Middle' Wharf joited Squire’s - !
oy Whar' to thg south (1760) and the new Upper Wharf to the north (1762)
. and lot.sales were assured. For the first time-the Wheeler family shared .

\ .

¢ control df thevort of Black Rock. .-~ S S ‘
. The’ R_evol&o‘né‘;y ‘War brought increased activity into the com-
““munity.” As the'base for several sucgessful privateérs, Black. 'Ro’ckaas

.. . -'‘considered -important- enough t6 warrant the ‘constiuctian of ‘a' fokt at .
. * the entrance to thg ‘Harbor, and Va».la‘rge_ cannon was secured to giard - |
~ the Upper Whart. aptain’ Caleb Brewster used the port as the’point of
embarkation for his' whaleboats on spy missions to'Long Island, a key -
" link sin the famous “Culper Spy Ring.” N\ -, "= SRR
R * The. Briti,shls‘a.iled past the hamlet on their way. to burn ‘Fairfield in
779, after being fired on f om the Black Rocl\§\fort.-William‘Whe'eler, a/
schoolmaster. who kept a §ournal of Black"_'Rocl‘g happenings ‘between
'Revolutionary times and the 1840s, was-inland tending cattle, on Toil-
" some Hill-when he observed the British landing. He.noted “’Black Rock .
* + people/assembled on:Grovers Hill .. . You might from Black Rock seé -
the fife: shine through the: windows .& presently the. fire on’ the outsidé -
.. Isdac ']ar\}iS'-coihm'anded 'a't-‘thel' battery. Had he beeh a coward, ten .
" mote houses would have been buvrI;t:.-'Squir.e’s, Burr’s, Silliman’s, Hol- -
= burton’s, FoWlexL’s,- Chauncey’s, Widow Whesler’s, Ichabod Wheeler’s, "
’s.” This-was probably the entire population of the village at.

-~ . Bartram’s.

. the time! . S . SR , R

A short depression followed the war, after which Black Rock began .

" to. boom.” Timothy :Di_lvighl“, Yalé president, observed in the first years of .

" the nineteenth century that “Not withstanding.the excellencé of the har- *

. bor and the convenience which it furnishes forcommerce,-Black Rock. '
“has long been neglected . . : Business is now commencing ,.. . with a fair’

' promise of success.” e ' R o

o~ R
et 2

S 3
L



Bu’sir\ess “¢ommenced” at the énd -of .Bfewster Stre_Jt, where stor:
‘houses went-1ip one’'by one in a new commercial center that soc
- attracted farmers from as. far_away as forty miles. Here also were t
general storé, and the blacksmith -shop. William Wheeler noted in h
journal in April, 1803, that “We now. expect that. Black Rock.hnll flouris
" as a place of trade, as there are 6 stores now built & 5 wharves &
vessels - . 16 families, 15 dwellmg houses & 54 mhabltantg . exclusiy
of about 20 boarders.” The reason for the large hiumber of boarders -
. suggested by an entry in December, 1803, which states. “Moved to-m
house Lewis Gdodsell & family to buﬂd a vessell” . s
"~ Across the street from the wharves and storehouses merchants bu1
- elegant. Federal style"houses :(all were demohshed or bumed by 1960
The. goverfiment built a hghthouse station in the Harbor in 1808, an
"in 18%2 Black Rock Turnprke was laid  out to New Milford in an ‘effo
“to dfaw business from that fertile section of’ the Housatonic Valle*
Fortunes were also made in the-West Indies and new:. ‘China trade
Fortunes declined with the tsade embargoes of the early 1800s : d tt
- disastrous: War of 1812. Thereafter Bridgeport usurpe d”Black Rock
place as the new. center of Falrfleld County commerqe

““The old. Black Rock wharves at the foot of Brewster St as they appeared in'tl
latter part of' the 19th’ century,

s o . i
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" The same’ view in the 1950%s, . +. .. - .. e \ EE PR

oy

« " AStopping Point: <« vt o s T
..-. UPPER WHARYES, foot ;bf\Brewster St. This 'was the commercial center.
~.". of cld Black Rock, which ranked in the thiee top trading ports in“the *

7 statefn the-pdsQRequlutipv_n'ary-pgriod..' Wharves had “been’ constricted

. here as early as the 17th centiiry; but 'most of. what remainsitoday-is’the’;
' resultof a town improvement program in %802.: At that time ‘the road '
- ‘'was laid outin jts preserit form, and three stone piers-were built to serve. . .

*six flourishing ‘stores:. Market. boats and West, India sloops visited the .

, .. . -Harbor ‘and-their vtr'_ad‘éi‘.contributéd a large’ share. of ‘the prosperity of -

- Fairfield. © - " .0 S T . w T T

. -

" BL PORT 5 "YACHT CLUB (circa 1807), 75 Brewster St “This former
f.'-.étox@hoqf&se}»hdw-'abnsidgxfably" remodeled, was built by Joseph Bulk- ., .
-, ~ -ley-and his son Uriah: Originally it-was a simple barn-like structiire -
- with, few windows. Uriah. Bulkley’s house stood next door on the .-
. .- site of the present condominiums. It was'moved to 89-Grovers Ave, -
' on Grovers Hill in.the 1880s.” . .~". YT

“B2. FAYERWEATHER YACHT CLUB (1772), 51 Brewster &t This Qs

© “'Black Rotk's Qldesf.reinaining.§thehqﬁse._.H..w'as'btilf..a?s a joint
venture by Samuel’ Smedley .and “Samyel, Sturges, two pi'omin'eh‘t' )
Fairfield Revolutionary" patriots. The gable" xoof . portion” with. the "
dormer :windows. is the origin R TR

al-structure.” <.+ "7

~ T

(. T T




\. 8 . | ) IR ¢ _- i '
Bs HEZEKIAH OSBORN HOUSE (1801), 39 Brewster St Old photo- : _
a graphs%{now that a three- story warehiouse was formerly attached Lo
to- the: "Water side of this house, one of the few left in the old ’
commercxal dxstrxct o
-
s o T R

-_; . The Hezeklah‘ Osborn House is the on]y survwmg_
“rearly: homestead in, the old wharf dxstrlct I’hoto-

graphed here in 1939 f

The Davnd Penhg]d House, erected in 1768 stood K
at the'northwest corner of Beacon St and Sea-
bnght Ave. untll its destructlon by flre m 1875
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" B4. WOLCOTT CHAUNCEY HOUSE (1769'), 150 Seabrrght Ave. Thls o
" houseis a valuable survivor of a- lower class 18th century dwelling."
So - - "Most other examples dxsappeared durxng the 19th" century when 3
= .. colonial architectuge was: held -in low. esteem. An article. in. the ..
R Brxdgeport Standard of 6 September 1875,. descri ing "the destruc- .
. .7 . tion-by-fire of the ad]acent Dav1d Penf:efd house, stated .. we
L . have heard no-expressions. of regret on account of the fire whxch .
Tae o was doubtless the work of:an 1ncendxary No: alarm was given, and =
‘but few of the citizens gathered to: witness ‘the conflagration. No
~ attempt was made to stay the progress of the flames. The property

e . A gratulatxng himself upon' the disposition of it.” The Chauncey_
: - House was the hirthplace of Commodore Isaac Ghauncey, American’
- forces commander on the Great Lakes in the War of 1812.:

E f( |

LONG ISLAND SOUND PORT 1815 1845

v -

Black Rock became a self—contaxned backwater area after the War of :

_ belonged to Mr. George A. Wells, and we: understand he is con-"

‘1812 ‘Building. activity almgst completely ceased for twenty years, and

‘ the Wheeler )oumal contmually makes mention of nexghbors and friends
movxng west or to more promising commercxal centers, There weére var-
ious reasons for the decline $f.the _port, most of which can be tied to the

. emergence of neighboring Bridgeport and Southport. = . s SR
. stastroﬁ‘s hurricanes in"1811 and 1821 proved that the lack of ade-"
- qitate protectron in Black Rock ‘Harbor. could bring. calamity. Wheeler

' recorded o 3 September 1821 that “Every vessel went ashore in this .*

- harbor ... _the Lxghthouse laid- flat,” ‘Bridgeport and Southport harbors,

although shallow, were almost completely landlocked and offered far N

. - greater- sheélter in a storm.” D
. * West:Indies produce, the maxnstay of Black Rock’s trade, fell sharply o

in price af this time. Many small shippers_were wiped out. Perhaps.the - .~
* final blow came with the opening of the Erie Canal, when cheap Western ...
- corn whiskey . flooded Eastem markets and replaced West Indlan rum as

. the. favorite drink.- . ,
Architectural; evidence shows that Black Rock blossomed agaxn in the

18305, but on a lesser scale. Alanson.Allen’ moved here from Westport - »

o in 1827 and purchased the old- John' Wheeler homestead (268 Brewster
St) and surrounding acreage. ‘Soon’ afterwards his daughter Elizabeth..
“marriéd David Smith, a housewright .from" Greenfxeld Hill.: Smxth laid-

. .+ Gut-“Smith’s Lane” (now Calderw00d Court) across the street frog hrs .
. father-in-law’ s house L
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’ "'Between 1838. and 1843 Smlth burlt e1ght dwellmgs and a carnage
_ ;.manufactory here, “all reflectlng a transrtlonal Federal- Greek Revival -
“: s style. The highlight of this: development was the. ”classrcal compOsrtlon”

~ of three houses facing Brewster St. Smith’s own h&?se was in the middle; -
a center-entraficed side gable’ structure,- with twin' chimneys '(259-61 .

Brewster St:)¢ It was flanked - by, two temple-fronted houses with oppo-.

.| "sité side entrances. To the left, the Captaln Thomas Ransom house (237 -

- Brewster. St.) reflects the proportioning.of the Parthenqn, 'whlle to the
'rlght the George Palmer house (283 Ilgﬁrewster St.) shows the influence -

of .the" Malson Carre in Nlmesl France ,Even -the orlgmal window sash

(six-over- -six pane in the Ransom and Palmer housés and ‘twelve- over-

twelve in Smith’s) shows a careful attention to detail arid. grouping.

" These houses ‘taken together demonstrate the 19th century ideal of good

architecture,- leadmg the eye from the lower left side to the upper right.

"While burldlng 1nd1v1dual houses for proflt Smlth was also ach1ev1ng a -

#

d
4

",harmonlous streetscape Jeo o : AR TR L

" The shlp chandlery and carriage 1ndustr1es attracted some new people

to the village dur1ng thls perlod but o ma]or expansron occurred at thIs- e

"tlme T UL . o oo .

The Brewster St front. of Davrd :
Smrths .Greek Revival. develop-.
: ment as xt appeared in 1934

‘

- 'Stoppmg Pomt' e ' : ' o : :
: _l"CALDERWOOD COURT DEVELOPMENT At its 1nceptlon in the
.- * 183Qs ‘this street was carefully planned as an 1ntegrated village center. -
-.. " Along its’ short length wete multi-family housing, a school and a factory
. Upper-class houses. faced Brewster St. Burl}drngs ongmally were wh1te-
washed-and yellowed as; they aged;’ bllnds were painted French green '
. that aged to Persian blue. Shade trees, mostly elms and sycamores, were

Lo S IR
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- planted for thé flrst trme along ‘the dusty roads to relxeve the starl<r\ess
“The elongated attic: Ean windows seen in tlus area ‘were probably the
burlders trademark oL Co :

[ S

BS CARRIAGE FACTORY (1830) 5-7 Calderwood Court Buxlt by."

. Captain Thomas Ransorh, a local merchant, this bu1ldmg represents e =
- one of the first attempts to bring manufacturmg into Black Rock.. '

" " Carriages were shipped from here to New York and.-the West

" Indies. The factory was converted into- a dwelling about’ 1870 ,
" Bé6. ‘'WILLIAM BOUTON HOUSE (1838) 4 ‘Calderwood Coiirt. This

: typrcal mrddle class: hoUse was the frrst to be erected in the new. )

C development Lo -

B7. CAPTAIN THOMAS RANSOM' HOUSE (1839) 237 Brewster St '

* This elegant Grecian-style 'home was bu1lt for a prominent busmess-‘ '
- man who founded the private “Select School" on Calderwood Court.

. BS DAVID SMITH HOUSE (1843)°259-61 Brewster. S’c This house’is : ._
**  -thought to.be the home of the housewright who deslgned 3nd b“’lt .

L | _the other structures listed in this. section, - JEe
S B9 ‘GEORGE: PALMER HOUSE (1840) 283 Brewster St Bullt for a
- Black Rock oysterman, ‘the. unusually high basement of- tlus full-

' pedlmented Greek Revival house was ‘probably used to store oysters., o ,

- for shrppmg by packet boat to New York

The George Palmer House '

COURTESY OF FELIX BURGOS )
LU LT e




'f's present 51te and uséd as a washhouse for a botthng
as; converted mto a dwelhng in the 19205-" '

The‘ Davxd Lockwood House
(191 Ellsworth- '5t.) was built by:
" the vxllage shoe{maken in 1837

Capl’ ]ohn Bnttm,,a shxpyard
owner, buxlt ‘this - :Grécian * style
_ house (140 Ellsworth St) .
1836. It was photographed about
#1870 :before chtonan addxtxons
were:made, E -

Q
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;'SHIPBUILDING CEN}'ER 1345 1865 e e o

Ma)or developments came to Black Rock in the Jate: 18405 The village
- forgot its dreams of regaining lost shlpplrfcommerce or nvahng Bridge-
“port as a manufacturmg center and concentrated on ‘what it knew best; . "7
shlpbuxldxng R S SRR
The stern of the Charle; Cooper
" as xt appears today

‘Ad- frqm the Nov. ‘14th, ‘1856 B
issue of the Brxdgeport Republi- -
can- Far.mer e e ‘

- -

T The Fith Téom o the Srnarog
133t Semant, will commemen an Wedies
Now. 127 This institationis very als
ducted, amlis now jo n very flonrishing’ cm

s ditioni. “Lhe prineipals ned bath viang men
of energyy and, lenve u|||||u, nlony’ that
will tend to aidtheir pugiils in their stnd.as,
LEAVINL is the matter with ‘tho gas 1—
Ciinnnt o lietter duality bis nfforded for the
prics thaf is nvked ! 0F unt, we recommend #
o every une who put gas pipes in their houses
- “hereaftee ta iave duplieatelurners. . Thon
they ‘enh I|ght ond-tn eo tha ﬂ:unn of the

g./, * othér,

° I‘?‘.\\ Boston. Yaukve, wated lnhn l.
Govan, hae contrneted with the Esperor of
v Rusdn to ruise the fifty-two shijé of war sunk
) in theshnrharof Sehnstopal. " M. € ’
st wha raised the U, 80 Stomper \l"-ﬂ\lrl
wunk $n the harhar nf(uhrnhur
ST A fine hip, ealled: the Chinrles ('nnlnr L
Cwas Inwiehed in glmd style, thiv furenom, nt
Hall's Ship Yagliu Blnek. Rock. . She mens. .
res whout ten’ hundred fong, nid s dn-lwllcv]
__'for the Autwerp tnale, i
3™ The Froayntvis it \n-“ Hnn W m)t "f‘
n spuricns Denuserntie ticket, with the M
nf the: Frimont Electors on iti, and sueepodel

in getting nnmvnf tln'm(-ﬂ'npou l’)nnmcr.mr gou;ﬁ-‘;sy OF THE ggwru STREET u;Apgm- MUSEUM' . ~
volters, K

1 Pl llxn\]»\», Esq.. nf husluu. Tiny The Charles COOpEY, buxlt‘ at the Black ROCk Shlp--' o
T rent us  couple oE'the handsomiest leets we - yard of-Capt. William' Hall, is the solé remaining-
- Tlmva seen for a kg time——wa doubt if sy’ .
-7 7.+ oue can show us o better. Tnoking.inir. -. example’ of the once’ extensive North. .Atjantic ',
coon s LT Greelny in ontin & Inng artiele ngainst packet fleat. Now - at POH Stanley in the Fa’lkland a

ot l!cmnu. the father. of ~Jissec.y . Cruso .
i v Freamn “'m u“} it for - Islands, it has beén acqulred by the' South’ Street

‘ ll’rumlvnl L . . Seaport Museum for eventual restorahon ,gqm'

AN

e ,,h_'-"' -y

thpyards had been in exxstence in Black Rock for cl.ose toa century—
" Ichabod Wheeler’s*in the 18th' century had been succeeded by Captain -
““Daniel Wllspns in the early 19th. With the growing. demand both for
-large shlps and canal. boats, a specxallzed industry grew up along lower -
_.‘Brewster St,, and by 1850 four yards were.ih operation. Théseé ‘were :
. ownied by Captain ]ohn Brittin, Verdine: Ellsworth Sturges & Clearman,_ Ce e
2 and Ehzabeth Wllson (an apparent successor to Captaln Danxel) R
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houselots carved from' famlly holdlngs Ellsworth St.” (first called slmply
“’the new.street’’, later Wheeler St., and after 1849 Church Street) had
been cut through b}) the town' as eay as 1802, but the’ parcelllng of lots ~

o /ygaln the’ Wheeler famlly stood/readg to. cash in on the demand for

.dld -not begin until 1836. In the.first few years. William Wheeler solda

*. few ‘half-; -acre lots to home- bullders such as Capt -John' Brittin, but most,
were sold to spectlators for. prices. betWeen $50 and- $100. ‘Many of these
" were- resold as: the..village grew in the 1840s and “50s for. $150 to $500

In 1849 Black Rock built its'own Congregatlonal Church at the corner

Falrfleld Center.. At about the same time’ Capt. William Howes moved

" from Sag I-Iarbpr, Long Island, and started'a coal yard on. Seabrlght Ave

" which. brought additional commerce to the village. - -
~‘Black- Rock’s second golden age" d1d not feally dawn untll 185.6, how- o
. ever, when: Capt.-William Hall moved from Maine and bought up all

four slmpyards He built an impressive home for h1mself on Ellsworth St
overlookmg his entetprise, and in the. four short years'before. his. death

" turned the village into one. of Connecticut’s foremost sh1pbulld1ng cen~ |
- ters. He was succeeded in 1860 by the’ somewhat less ambitious - firm'of " :

I-Illllard & Rew, Whlch later became Rew & Walker The shlpyard

degenérated during: the' Civil War and the busmess afterwards concen- -
: trated solely en chandlery ' ' w

StOppmg Point:

o LOWER ELLSWORTH ST ThlS area was bullt up dur1ng one. of BIack

Rock’s most prospérous. periods.. The specialized workers-who built their

" of Ellsworth ‘St. and Bartram' Ave., endlng the need-far a Sunday trip to.

.

" homes:; here could afford to-be style consc1ous, and the early’ Vlctorlan S

villas on.spacious lots reflected a growing' COsmopolltan taste. Grounds’

" were well landscaped so’ -that bUIldlngS appeared to be continiiations, of
the" natural environment. This. effect: was helghtened by the orlgmal E

eafth tone” pa1nt colors of the hous’es

Bll WILLIAM WHEELER BOUNDSTONE (1847) corner Brewsterrand

‘Ellsworth Sts.. This.stone marked the southern boundary of Wllllam
© “Wheeler’s development of Ellsworth St. house-lots. - -
BIZ CAPTAIN WILLIAM HALL HOUSE (1856) :87 Ellsworth St The

a

".village showplace of the ante- bellum period, this Italianate-Gothic f}-_"-'-,'r
" mansion was built. by the owner of a- shlpyard complex Its design, i

probably influenced by a plan published-in A. ]. Downing’s A¥chi-, - :. :
- tecture of Country. Houses, an early bullders handbook is 51m11ar B

to” houses on Falrfleld’s Old Post Road

043

Ty
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._YThe schoq EIIa Jané was the "}
“.fastest’ paeg\; boat on the Sound. “§
The pennint " at. the masthead
‘was won in'a race. It was owned
by Capt. Charles.  Allen; ‘who
built his homestead at. ZE ElI's-
oy .worth St about 1854 .

- . - X '..‘_..

A nnop cumcmo SEE THE nacz....

. L e T Y1 rominudions uchmuwr Enn.Jane, Capt, Al-
' B - . ql lon, will leave her dock the oot of State.
’ treet, At 10% A. M., and wifgallow the oalsover

e T T | Boat. lmio_'_l_uhem,munnq e .h!:..
313 CAPTAIN CHARLES ALLEN and ISAAC ]ONE'S HO' ES (c1rca_ .
1854) 213 and 227 fillsworth St.- Tl'iese Ttalianatef/hbuses were

" originally identical in appearance (the Jones. house- B

“around: 1910). Wrap- around porches opice complemented~the floor- B

- -'to-cellmg parlor windows.. Bt

B14.STURGES -SEELEY . HOUSE (circa 1851) 259 Ellsworth 5S¢ Thls"

modest Early Vlctonan cottage was built by a shlp 5 cakgenter and

'stﬂl remalns in’ the hands of hls descendants. S

Q
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SR R U e whole course, giving a il view or (he'whote

vas. remodeled: -+




N B15 ELIPHALET WALKER HOUSE (c1rca 18‘55} ZSU’ Ellsworth St
«- , ~ Built for a \shrpyard and’ marire rarlway owner,: th.ls flamboyaht~

' * . Ifalianate house- has suffered few. alterahons over the~years While " -+
.no larger than® contemporary' “Box Victorian’ houses nearby, the
exceptronal desrgn of thls one reveals the prosperlty of its’ orlgmal

~

:occupant : S S S

K L cuunrr-:s\v _or Feux aunc_os .

Ehphalet Walkers house, bg«rlt around 1855, remains the. Vrllages T
most sple;?. example of the Itahan Vrlla style o -

Sturges Séeley built hrs house across Erom Ehphalet Walker shortly
after he purchased the ot in.1851. - o

£
[
%,
¥
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- Th'e. Oliver Burr~l—ipu_5e ‘was ‘_l‘guilt. by a v'ill_age'.hous_e\.a

.

s poTT

816 OL'IVER BURR HOUSE (circa 1853), 259

by a carpenter, this middle- class Early

;. typically’ ornate veranda wh1ch adds contr
facade T LN

PERIOD OF DECLINE 1865 1900

Black Rock suffered a perlod of decline afte1
proud shlpyards"*'were reduced . to_ Mhaulu
stores that had managed to stay in busrness \
Rock snmply could’ not ‘compete in’an age of i

Brldgeport was now-" the undisputed hub of
railroad. connectlons ‘and ‘newly.deepened. har
sindustries by the’ score, and IandSAWthh could

o needed:for expansion. In 1870 Bri gepory petiti

to cede the section of the town of Fairfield lyin

i ~Ash Creek.’Part of this sectlon had been’ known
. the residents’ {including P. T, Barnum) receivec
" from’ Brldgeport but paid low: taxes to Fairfielc

“ It was with only slight. reluctance that Black

""_”famlhes had been dying off and were being

.Irlsh laborers 1n need of cheap hvmg corpp}g

P . . -~
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N “

he Civil ‘War. “The once”"

and repair yards; .the”

re finally closed.@lack '

n 5h1p5 N .
he ‘region. Its excellent -
r- were” attracting new -

. taxed.by the city were" .

éd the State Legislature

between Park Ave. and -
“Sneaktown because

nost mumcnpal 5erV1ces ;

ack ]omed the c1ty. Old
slaced by German and

ations. Ch_ar_\ces for an- . -
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:bers of the ‘community took their own lives i the 1870syincluding Albert -
* Burr and Capt ]ohn_ Brlttln,_who told family members that he- dldnt
_ want to ““die poor.’ ’ .
. But a revival of sorts did start almost 1mmed1ately The George Hotel -
-+ . on Grovers Hill, billed: as ‘the most elegant “along the coast. betweeri,
=+ Newport-and New York ‘was opened in 1876. Village residents obtalned
. o employment as groundskeepérs and sefvants, lessenlng for a time the *
.+ .7 dependente on Brldgeport for )obs An influx of M(@althy New Yorkers
CxL . as .summer; re51dents also’ helped the local economy._ o

o

2 'I'he George Hotel built on’'Grovers Hill 1:1,1876 attracted affluent
T Summer vxsntors to the, vxllage . N

A comblnatlon turpentlne factory—acxd works was burlt on the site of
" the old shlpyards in 1870, but this proved to be a dismal failure almost

. 1mmed1ately By 1877 the Brldgeport Standard reported “The 6ulfunc =

acid "'works’ havxng been a. drug on the market, it was’ approprlate that
- rour popular drugglst L. F. Curtis, Esq.; should buy them as he has and, -
moregver as he always sells ‘cheap, it was ‘essential that he should buy
_ them at-the cheap price ofr $8, SOO whlch 15 cheaper than the dirt of,rts

_* .7 “numerous acres ought to bnng L
o - Another lopg- -standing village- 1ndustry, a ‘winery on upper Ellsworth

other 1ndeperxdent revwal appeared slim; Several once-promx?‘lent mem—s.‘

o\ o

IS

S

-St.; failed” in the ‘80s when rarerads Jbrought in cheap California wines™ -

" with whlch it could not compete, For the’ rest of: the 19th century the

old v1llage center remalned a~decadent nelghborhood RS

.-
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© Stopping Poimg: 0 % o
CORNER ELLSWORTH and HACKLEY STS. The three. houses at ‘the .
. southeast: corner were virtually. the only ‘6nes erected in' Black: Rock .
"'\}illage'_bé_tweeri,:_'the end of the Civil War and the beginninggpf the 20th
‘Gentury. All were probably constructed-by the Gould ‘brothers; of Black

'.."Béacb_r;..'St. ‘lc.;d.lcv_iﬁ"g}"eas_f""f._rdm _ihé -.Caﬁt. !}é;ij_z}x_t'i{iﬁfl_’eﬁf_ielci Hou'sé‘ .in'. the _la.te- 'J_.9t_h .

s

.- Rock, who: were responsible fbx@zund:red's, of buildiigs*all over Bridge-., .
- .port. Probably most.of their employees were neighbors sinte almost half -

. the Black Rock names in Bridgeport city 'dir,e_c'tg_:_iés'b_f.this,_ 'pe_rliod_r were. ..

.. listed as carpenters. = - 7. T

s T e B
4 )

1930, a Federal’ period structure with Victorian additions..- . .- ol X

E

i

.Luﬁmmnu.ﬁ: i
ﬂ'l'u“ Hitt bty
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“The ‘wharf. Bu'il‘dings- were“in.a sta

. tion by the end

te of dilapida- -
‘of the 19th century. s . .

v

“The' H(_';eorg’e_‘.Géuldb..-‘.‘Hbuée (110 . Ellsworth St.);

biiilt in 1896, was one of. the+f
tirres built “in- th

v

e Qillage - cenl

ew Victoriarf struc-; "™




¥ "’317 ARTHUR SMITH HOUSE (1893) 118 Ellsworth St Brldgeports -
‘ ublqultous “shingle-style’” house w1th a corrler octagdrial tower‘was .
.-+ built here for the ownér of. Smlth's Express 5, Company. Smith was a ,.* L
7% Black Réck’ native’ who “made g good1 in. downtown Brldgeport and S
‘ -T"' " returned to his old neighborhood. ..+ - * %«
BIB GEORGE GOULD HOUSE (1896), 110 Ellsworth St Orlglnally
= owned by.an oyster dealer, this house complements but does not
- overpower the’ ad]acent Smith house by the clever pLacement of its -
: . srmllar tower. . - S
.-B19. HENRY BUNCE HOUSE (18935- 34 Hackley St. Thls "bael( street"
27" yersion of the other houses was. built for the Bartram farmly s head B
“gardener. ~ . .- T . R WU B

o Q. .. e LT
S . R -

=
STREETCAR SUBURB 1900 1920

Wi
T

European 1mmlgrants moved into Black Rock in full force durmg the SR
first: ‘years of the.20th century. Hungarlans and Slovenlans spilled.over o
- .‘:from the crowded West End teriement district seeklng a better life. - . ‘
" Swedes settled here in espec1ally large ,numbers founding Lutheran and"_-' o
'1-.Baptlst churches and several social . clubs These and other natlonalmes S
- found employment at the new Bullard Company plant on Ash Creek or . -
__the’ _numerous factories that lined the railroad tfacks in the West End: .- R
" The ‘streetcar brought profound changes to Black‘Rock: The old center * L
. was bypasséd and new busmesses were. located along-thé line’on Faxr—. ' e
" field Ave. The few remaining Gnion- and vegetable farms gave way to Tt
. building lots for two- famlly hduses. In the years lmmedlately precedmgt_ St
, World‘ War L. Brldgeport s populatlon 1ncreased by almost 75 000. Al




- though large houses contlnued to be: bu1lt on the Pomt the old part of'-,

 .Black Rock village was now too accessiblé to Brldgeport to be useful for
o anytlung but lugh den51ty housrng o . o g

S cAm el .l J— o i e i P
» 1 T - e -

' Stoppmg Pomt E
=’HA(.KLEY ST.:The flavor of early ZOth century Black Rocl< permeates"-':"_
‘o this street. The’ ‘well- appointed' Greek ‘Revival housés at either end recall =
.a- self-assured past, but those in betweéen suggest a nelghborhood of -
"'1nexpen’51ve bu1ld1ng lots further devalued by. a proximity'to. the c1ty
' np and gas works and the long distance from downtown.
" Two of the-houses along this block are earlier structures moved here -
='and’ remodeled, orie (*70) @ former auxiliary schoolhouse which had in '
© turn been converted from a carriage barn, and the other (¥33) the de-" - . .
tached kitchen wing of the house at-the corner of Ellsworth St. The rest . .
of the structures. from- this period are built in an unadorned _post-_

‘Vlctorlan style typlcal of any outlylng worl<er5 nelghborhood in the.-_"
',clty S _ S '

.The old Black Rock Aux:liarv School (above,
c. 1900 and below, as it appears today), once'an .’
outdated structure, ‘has been converted ‘for reSl- ¢
denhal use"‘, .

TN

Ia,' . Lo
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the early 20th century.

¥3

AT

| -,'BRIDGEPORT NEIGHBORHOOD 1920 1960

ed for housmg dlmlmshed in Black Rock as the cxty s popula—b
tion stabilized sorhewhat after World. War 1. The last of the old busi-

The old * carnage factory (5-7
Calderwood * Court) also was. .
M adapted for resxdent;al ‘use in .-

R nesses, coal yards and fish markets, left the harborfront. Their places: -

were taken by prestigious yacht clubs such as. Fayerweather, Bridgeport,

and ‘Black- Rock Yacht Clubs Wthh attracted” a new class of people to .

. the rundown port. _
" Grovers Hill replaced Sea51de Pﬁrk as the home of Brldgeport 5. ellte_,
at this time, and. the middle class was not long in_claiming the’ adjoining -
, terrltory Builders hke Carl Anderson put up. hundreds of medium priced -
- English, Dutch, Callforma, and ‘American- -Colonial-style. houses. A fe-

- verish boom penod resulted until the Depresswn put an end" to the. L

. prosperous 20s. v " -
Black Rock became. establlsh;d a§‘” one of Brldgeport’s top: resxdenhal

....'.dIStI'ICtS, and: successfully survived the 19505’ f]lght to the suburbs. The . v'

" high quahty ‘of ‘its_ buildings: (many houses built in poorer times ‘weré
" -upgraded during this penod), its' feeling of community 'spirit and sep- -

o arate: identity. {only one major road ties it to the rest of Brldgeport) and

"hood

T s ! L . T e

its general physu:al attractlveness have helped to° stablllze the nelghbor- KR,

Y



Stoppmg Pomt T o
BARTRAM "‘AVE. Thls block is one of the most pleasant in the ent1re

_ city, an- expression ‘of 1920s urban aspiratiéns: It -was laid out. by -the’

Bartram famiily, descendants of -a> wealthy ‘West India merchant, whose '. ’

< homeéstead (erectéd 1801) can be-seen- at-the .opposite end: of-the street.’

L

Q
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: B.artra'm.‘Av‘e. in 1934,

- The oldyBlack .Rock Congregational. Church was located on the north-

. ’west corner ‘of Ellsworth 'St., and. huge elm trees (note the spaces ra-. ‘

ma1n1ng in. the sidewalks): formed-#n arcade to the Bartram House: The
“setback of each house: enhanced an open, spaclous fe,ellng and added
focus to the landmarks at” e1ther end :

CURRENT TRENDS 1960 PRESENT IR

"'Black Rock began to’ feel some unwelcome c?ianges in the 19605.
Investors began eyeing-old homesteads surrounded by large pieces of '
. land for ‘the development of -apartmerit houses and condominiums. Be-:
- cause residential complexes have for the most part been excluded from™
"the suburbs, .attention- ‘has been focused on still-appealing city neighbor- .
" hoods like Black Rock to provide housing for those who do not wish to- "

* own a house.. Zoning battles have been fought in recent years by those-
who w1sh to preserve the area 5 character

Lo




} Lo ¢ -

-.An'. hlstorrc dlstrlct ‘has : lJeen proposed as part of the Blcentennlal
. 'celebratlon whlch ‘would' protect ‘the major part. of the old village.. A~
" vote, of the property : owners probably will ‘take place late in 1977. In
'addltlon, a newly: formed: Black Rock Commumty Council i¥ explorlng'
‘means of malntamlng the nelghborhood s unlque character a

' :Stoppmg Point: - - ""_WT ' T,
‘ELLSWORTH EIELD \now a publlc playground was onge the slte of the

o 18th century Capt Caleb Brewster homestead

. 3 BZO HARBOR HOUSE APARTMENTS (1965) 15 Ellsworth St. This".
was:the first large apartment house to be bu1lt in what had been an
¢ .. area of one and two family homes. - :
v B2l FAYERWEATHER TOWERS CONDOMINIUMS (1972) 155
S .Brewster St..A new coricept in Housing was brought to Black Rock
with the construction of this building. .Although somewhat out of- . -
 “scale with the surroundlng nelghborhood the highrise - structure
| offers spectacular views of the harbor and has become -a much'
- _sought after address S

The harborfront site-of the 1807
Uriah. Bulkley House (moved-to
89 -Grovers ‘Ave.) is now occu-
. pied-by the Fayerweather Towers-:
Condomxmum .
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_Despite similar -origins, Southport today- logks very different ‘from .
" Black Rock: Here ofie. can feel immersed in-a virtual stage set from the
19th century, a place:wheré some of the finest architecture and street- "
" scape design ‘produced: in. egrly . America ‘continues to resist intrusion. .
" Southport seems always to have led a charmed existence. Its harboris = -
", . - small and shallow, but_this-did not limit the horizons of the early mer- "
- chdnts and sea captains. The world was . their marketplace, 'and a home -
*_here was often by choice rather. than economic neeessity. In the early
.. Victorian period summier visitors from New York, Philadelphia and other "
- ¥ large’cities began to arrive. They were intent on maintaining the status’
: . quo énd-pre\}enting the em»etg_'e_nq-her.e of the manufacturing economy .
© . they had leftbehind. . . - R
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The 20th century saw-a - contlnuatlon of the drlve to. preserve the

: v1llage s .simple- charms as wealthy busmess and. professnonal families,
able to live. where they pleased due to a good transportation’ network, .
- chose a Southpbrt ‘address. The village was one' ‘of the earliest desngnated.-. .

e

~ historic dlstrrcts 1n the state, and its fubure seems as assured as its past SR

A
\ . - o L 4

» '_‘FARM COMMUNITY {661-1800

. Unllke Black ROCl( Southport s existence as an lndependent center d1d'
' -not begin until more than a century after its. first settlement.- The land"
" west of the Mill River was farm country, w1th a minimum of slupplng L

. "~act1V1ty and:a gnstmlll

First_notice of the exceptlonal fertlllty of tlus area by wlute settlers‘_‘-
- was probably made at'the time of the ‘Great Swamp Fight in 1637. This -

battle, which was reputedly fought at a site-along the Old Post Rd. just

. west of ‘the Penn Central tracks, brought soldiers from Massachusetts
~' Bay and' the Connectrcut Valley to defeat the:Pequot Indians, the last.

" ‘major threat to ‘English settlerient of ° the coast. Some of these men

returned to the area in 1639 to. settle the towns of Falrfleld Mllford and

"' Stratford. .

' The local Indlans relmqurshed theu; clalms to Southport in. 1661 for'_ '

"“13 coats, 2 yards a piece, and ye rest in. wampum”. A ‘small:reservation

. ‘was left- for their use at Rosé Hill until 1703, The minutes of the Town . '

- Meeting .for 20 ]anuary, 166 1state that “The' Towne hath this day
.-ordered that .whereas it appears that ‘many inhabitants of thé Towne - -
want land’ for a'present 1mprovement the Towne hath- voted that. there_

“shall be- a new planting field or fields laid out over the Mill River-

: The early farmers of Sasqua (Southport) were rioted for their wealth ‘

" Hundreds of horses and cattle; were pastured in the meadows niext to the

. o

salt marshes, .and salt hay was readily available for winter fodder. Qats, :.

. rye and corn, both for local consumption-and for. barter; were ground at
Perry’s Mill on the Mill River, startmg in 1662. At least 80% of Fairfield’s ™~ -
'_Apopulatlpn in fhe late 17th century were farmers, the. average farm._ -

~_consisted .of 75 to 200 ‘acres.-

Like Black Rock Southport (lo.r Mlll Rlver, as 1t was then known)“

- began to'grow intp a village around '1760. Although-the harbor was con- = =~

51derably smaller, it was still of sufficientdepth to handle slups of up to

1100 tons.' A shipyard was started in 1763, and- the one surviving house -
facing the river suggests that the beginning of the community dates from

N

_ -this tm}g There was a growmg demand for 1mported goods (lncludlng

. .-
» .

W
<o
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luxurues such as tea sugar, and East Iridxa spxces) ina wealthy provincia :

town like Fairfield; local resxdents ‘found rnew .vocations. as merchants, g

_sea Captains and" shxp owners, thus diversifying the economy:

" - The,British’ largely oblxterated the fledgling port when :they’ ,attacked

" Fairfield durmg “the. Revolution; On: July 8, 1779 they burned 8 houses ‘i

" and outbuxldmgs destroymg furniture and’ whatevér. they could‘lay. tllelr S
hands on.” Only one buxldmg is known to-have survived the’ conflagra-
"tion, and it Wwas ‘some years before the vxllage regamed even a modest '
‘degree of prosperxty : S o e '

:Stoppmg Point: " R :
The MILL RIVER WATERFRONT- was. the bxrthplace of Southport S
: Along the present Harbor Rd laid out i in the 17th century, stood most
of the’ early homes whxch were destroyed in 1779. : S

-

(

51 WILLIAM BULKLEY HOUSE (cxrca 1760) 824 Harbor Rd Thxs
house, almost certamly the oldest. now standing on Southport Har-‘- .
bor was erected prior to 1766. It is of an 18th century type called B

three-quarter house”’ (four bays across: the front instead of the £
usual five). It _was rehodeled in the Federal period, probably upon
its purchase by David Banks in1816. A fan Window was installed "¢
~'in’ the attic gable and’the- elaborate cornice* with triglyph" orna-: .
‘mentation was added. 'Victorian embellxshments were removed when',""
the house was' recently restored f. T E :

Wllllam Bulkley House (824 Harbor Rd. ), Southport’s only survnvmg pre-Revolu%—
tionary homestead on the harbor as it appeared at the tum of the century o

Q
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COASTING PORT 1&00-1831

Southport awakened with the blrth ) the Fede;'al era. Families that -

had been burned ‘out of Fairfield cent, duru]f the Revolution gave
| serious con51deratlon to rebuilding thejf. shops and dwelhngs in what
* was sure. to-becorne an influential pla s of trade. '

A- 19th century history reported that

_larly, to Boston, -dnd 10-vessels were registere] in the port. Four small

shlpyards were operatlng by 1803, and the arbOr ‘was periodically'

-~dredged by oxen.

The embargoes and the War of 1812 had as dlsastrous an effect on'-
Mlll River’s shipping as on'Black Rock’s, A smallvearthwork known as -

"Fort Defensa was thrown up at the mouth of the harbor to defend the
port.. Many mtally owned boats were destro&d or captured by the
enemy — the “Rising Sun” was burned; the ’

However, the village’s’ fortunes began to increase ‘after the war. The

1nner breakwater, reputedly the first one ever; Lonstructed at government .

expense, ‘was bullt in 1815 By 1825- Mlll Rlver had 20 bulldlngs, and'

R4

_ 96 only 8 houses'
stood in Mill River village. In October 1799 itv was voted .. that a

_lottery be granted by the General Assembly for the purpose of sinking " .

‘the channel of Mill River Harbor . . :” By tha@r a sloop ‘sailed regu-

se” was. captured and -
' sent to Bermuda and the “Filanda”. was. captured and sent to Halifax.

. Nmeteenth century view of Main E
St lookmg toward the.. harbor :



31
-_.1 brlg, 5 schooners, and 20 sloops wrth a total gross- tonnage of 1900

coasting’ trade with Boston, New-York; and the Carolinas. Local produce,
- “along with New England manufactured’ goods, was shlpped south, and
- raw cotton ‘was frequently the cargo for the tr1p north
- Stoppmg Pomt- ' RO ' L

- This sectionof. the HARBORFRONT began to take shape as the v1llage s
commercial district in the early 19th century By 1830 it was llned with -

wharves, - stores and warehouses, and Mill- River began to- usurp Fair-

- field’s., pOSlthn as the buslness center of the town
N i

" These early commercial store- . G
* ~houses occupied the site of Perry g
.- Park anng Harbor Rd

- fsz oD STOREHOUSES (early 19th century) 789" and 835 Harbor’:f

~ Rd. These, two' bulldlngs now. remodeled and converted to re51dence5
are, rem1nders of.a time when this part—F the harborfront was totally

'_‘devoted to marine commerce: 789 served as a_clubhouse:for both.',
the Bachelor’s Comfort and’ Marr1ed Men s Rehef and Pequot Yacht .

L "Clubs .

"~ 83, GURDON .PERRY.'HOUSE (circa 1330) 780 Harbor Rd, This

K “ tons were owned in the village. Business was generally restricted to the ’

'vhouse is. typical of a ‘wealthy merchant’s home in’ the first- part of

the 19th century. It§ stateliness is enhanced by the long_setback
frorn the toad, but its arch1tecture lacks the- pretensron of houses of =

- the samie class built a few Vears later..

"84 AUSTIN PERRY HOUSE (circa-1830), 712 | Harbor Rd.. Orlglnally_".. -
. "v".'thls was a.simple. Federal-style merchants home -across: the. road.. . *

" from the warehouses “The Corinthian portico, one of thefi f

its type on an American house, was probably.- added in the 18405.
These’ two houses with 750 in between (bu1lt in 1837 at a cost of

.~ $5000-on the site of ‘the ‘original” 18th century Perry homestead) T

form a Neo Cla551c composmon unparalleled in Fa;rfleld County, an -
Acropohs of Southport :. o SR
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Many towns can pomt to a smgle year durmg whlch the lmpetus for

“ growth overcame the inertia of the status: ‘quo. Fairfield can trace its R

emergence. back to the town- plan of 1639 Brldgeport became a major -

" contender for the tradmg cénter of the region after the downtown streets -
“were laid ‘out in 1795, and Black Rock started its most important period
‘of development after the town wharf and street improvements of 1802. ;
“In 1831, the combination of several’ important factors opened an era of -

. explosive- gquifor Southport that lasted for almost 20 years

1831 is théyear Mill River’ v1llage was mcorporated as “"The Warden,

Burgesses, & Fredmen of the’ Borough of Southport" The new_ form of

government was thought necessary in order to better regulate fire pro-- -

“tection, stray animal’ 1mpoundment, road construction, collection of
- shellfish, and seaweed (used as fertlhzer) -As the new commercial center,. "\ -
Southport was flexing pohtlcal muscle, perhaps takmg a fxrst step toward AR

_ mdependence from Falrfxeld - Lo T

A

‘Lookmg txp Church St to the
8 old Methodist-Episcopal 'Church
8 (demolished 1897-8). A corner.of . -
the Old Acddemy.(95- Mam St) :
.can-be seen at left .

i




In that same year the Federal Goverr
construction of the -outer breakwater,

S ‘creasing: number of wharves in the hi

© . Bridgeport’s Connecticut Bank was open

to'the pillared brick building which is nc

" Olivér Perry’s imposing Greek .
Revival mansion,: built in 1837,
- reflects the: prosperity ,of village’
shipowneérs before the Civil War. -
.« . At the-right, an 18505 portrait
-y .7; ‘of:Oliver Perry and“his -family
on the side. porch of thexr home. )
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The grOWth contmued By 1838 60 to’ 70 buxldlngs wel
Southport 3 times the. numBer of 10 years before; Eight
office, a church; and an .académy’ completed~ the vxllage- Itn
ithat ! more shipping was owned in Soutﬁport in proporti
than any: -other. port’ between Boston and.New York:" St
vested: wisely, and several Séuthport residents’ acqulted fle

. that never enfered Southport but sailed ‘from lﬂl’ew Yor]

Eyrope, South Amerxca, and the Far East

Omon fields, which’ once covered the slopes of.
i Sasco Hill, prdvided. a- majot source of income for °
“-the town. ‘Below, “.workérs loading "onions into
* barrels.in the late.19th century. At right, market
, boats éamed onions to. New York City and re-
turned with fertxhzer for local farms.
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'-Money was also made m the market»boat trxe orlgmatmg o)of- -
' Southport\ Local’ produce —.com,’ flou,r,_ t and potatoes -— was’

ar 'ock fertlllzer were

'Per’th Amboy for coal and

rials’t o’ther Ports up the

shlpped back fo Southport Boats also wen

to Albany for lumber and dellvered these m
New Erigland coast’- _
- Onion farmmg, tay, of the town for
.the re»mamder of. the cerrtury, began Ja.rge—scale p'oduchdn af

3 19th cen ury prosperrty was due 'tof this’ Iowly vegetabl
: he:##ign “plant ‘wa$- 1deally sutted to' the fertile-'soil of__Southport,
Greenﬁe d, ahd’ Greens Farms' ; _labor-mtensrve crop,it’ neede consfant
weedmg and careful handllrtg' Local farmers developed the ngwicdttimon
“globe-sha omon \ to replace the oId saucer-shape in order. to facrhtate
shlpment X

York market The average amount pald to local~grower5
er barrel: In $oﬁithport onions were cured in‘shieds rather -
' thelr perfect color. Around 1860, at
im ted‘lOO 000 bushels were shlpped from
%r{ad as the “Onion’ Capltal of Amerlca.

.
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o provxde'omons for the Umon Army to hglp preV
“dmong the troops. One resident-at the time. related. that"On's
the streets of the vlllage would be almost’ 1mpassable from t
ox and horsé carts loaded with produce waiting their turn-at the:
- ‘The rallrdad"between New Haven and New York was complétedzin,,
-1848. Although a statrop was built here, the new major ‘market tern’uhals:
were, located in Norwalk and Brldgeport Wthh caused a declme ins

e The ‘Tnmfy Ghurch Rectory (678 Pequot ve‘) s o*of two South--
_-port houses built in the 1830s with EWe columns rather than the :
more usual four or"sxx columns~ O : .

i ,but Southport s h“arbor proved too small

i fa accomn;odate tF\em. 'Agj tlon for complete separation from Fairfield, ""‘
vomed tﬁxoughout thé’ea cly” “40s, was. heard no more, ahd - the borough oL

governmgnmtself was dlsbancﬂad in 1854 . : '

StoppmgaPomt : : : ) ' A
THE SQUARE,,corner Mam St and Harbor Rd. Thls mte’rsecnbn was .
.once. Southport s business center. The surviving ‘old structures glve only
“’ famf clues to-the- fo'rmer character of the bustling waterfront... .- . .
55 PEQUOT YACHT CLUB (circa. 1835), 669. Harbor Rd: Now vir-.
e tually unrecogmzable as- such, this bu1ldmg was once a warehouée 0
ng from the' pgrt’s. .commercial heyday. A third stofy was lost in .
th& mo§t recent remodehng This buxldmg was the first home of the

Jelh
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‘The Southport Nahonal Bank
(227 Mam St) erected in’ 1833

s&, JENNINGS $TORE BUILDI

. _"‘? much earher) 668-70 Hart

housed one of the town's"
ofﬁce In the Victorian era th

wmdows were added. At tha

the Southport Readmg Roo

57 SOUTHPORT NATIONAL

private _residence, ' this " trai
bmldmg was originally a a bra
port becommg an mdepend
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" “;GARDEN VILLAGE 1354-1900

Southport s ante—bellum economy was based on. New York: shlppmg'

~interests and local fruck garden produce, so thére was no declme similar
. to Black Rock’s’ when dts shipbuilding industry collapsed in the. later- .
" Victorian period. Southport was close enough.to-New York and yet far
_ enough from .industrial Brldgeport ‘to attract’ wealthy new! reslderrts Lo
‘Many who had moved' to: New' York ‘or had Southport roots retumed-
summers seekmg the solace of an old fashloned v1llage

..Tnmty Eprscopal Church réburlt in 1862, was a. tnumph of "Car-'
'penters Gothrc" archrtecture Lo .

Mentlon should be made of the town’s mstltutlons whlch e1ther cam.e .

+ into "being or were expanded durlng this era.. Two churches, both of -

which had opened their doors during. the boom "years: of the “30s and -
'40s, constructed new Vrctoglan edlflces ‘The wooden: Trinity Eplscopal

Church was ‘built in 1854 using an early Gothlc style Destroyed by'a - .-+
ornado in 1862, it’ was rebuilt 1mmed1ately in an almost identical de51gn -
Not to be coutdone, - the Southport. Congregatlonal ‘Church “erected its
. present stone building in 1875, replaCmg a slmple Greek: Revrval meetmg'
.-house built in 1841. . -, 2

The Southport Chromcle, a monthly newspaper, started publlcatlon in

- 1867 Dealmg largely W1th soc1al news, its’ pages contam fascmatmg ln- .




.

. 40 : . i ‘ LT - s “//
51ghts 1nto Vlctorlan hfe reflectlng the Eears of a. tlme when 1ndustr1a11za-.
. tion and’ urbanlzatlon were making major, changes in American llfe In.
Southport- there was’ anx1ety about these changes: and a ré51stance ‘to
. them, as in ‘many-other" small towns 1n Amerlca o S
An 1868 editorial asks: " . - . i ‘ o e
“What shall be done with those lazy, dirty, thieving ’bummers that daily go tramp-- :
“ing through our village? Two days' ago’' we counted some 15 or 20 of them Thexr
- lostensible-business is beggxng but their real object is to steal . :
v ~The young men of the vxllage should form an: ’Antx-Bummer Assocxatxon and
_horsewhxp, -every tramp found. w1th1n the limits- of ‘Southport.” . -
Bu1ld1ng act1v1ty in® the vxllage was gonstantly descrlbed as 1n thls 1867 .
-story:- L :
. "Noththstandmg the hlgh pnce of matenals, a good deal of buxldxng and \remodel-
" ing has been going on this. season! #Messrs. Jelliff and Northrup say they have their.
hands full, and ‘work’ engaged‘a long way ahead. The French roof seemns to be all
the rage. Captain Wade was the first to try it. Mrs..Wakeman has nearly completed
her French roof palace, and Captaxn Godfrey has put the same kxnd of roof on. each
of his dwellings....". s v T
Social mores were also- targets ‘for. edltonals l BRI
."Socxableness in our village is at a féarful dxscount Twenty years ago and less you
fould hardly find -a. more social place. Nobody just ‘drops in’ any more, all .invita- - .
_ tions are formal . . . People aré too. concerned with what is “fashionable’ . . . Children
.grow up too quxckly‘ erls adopt as much false ha1r and probably m‘ore false

e The Tnmty Chuirch. Parlsh House as 1t 'a.pl':-:eared i
y. WL T with 1ts ongxnal dark color scheme o

e
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., airs than thexr mothers Boys thxnk they know more than thexr fathers and-“ ‘
: / grandfathers together ln times past young ladxes and gentlemen did riot have to
. .be so careful.about being seen ‘together for- fear of being reported engaged:” ' ¢ .. .
' Another article gives a possnble insight into the reasons for Southport 5.
. fallure to attfact-any ma]or 1ndustr1es' .
”We hear it reported ‘that a’ company recently offered $4 000 for the‘rt of 8 acres '
' opposxte ‘Hawkins’ grogery: They intended to- -bliild there a rubber manufactory, the -
" location just suiting for that purpose About 300 hands would have been employed.
Of course they could not. buy ‘éven.at that price, for. we Southporters seem deter-r
P Jl-tmned to keep out anything that wxll build up the place.”” -
.~ "There are accounts of. Southport residents taking- the train to Saratoga ey
T+ . 7 or yachting to-Newport-in the late ‘60s:and ‘70s.-.- . © .« S
C “William Nichols,. Esq. of Brooklyn will! soon brxng into our harbor his new yacht )
" 'She is ‘about 60 feet in length a perfect ‘gem of a craft, and wxll take down anythxng o
_inithe 'yacht line ever seen in Southport.” ... " : _ "‘
 The’ Sasquanaug Association -for Vlllage Ig\provements was founded =
by a group of 1nfluent1al women of the’ tqwn in- the 1880s. They pressed
‘for: parl<s sndewall<s, the elumnatlon of eyesores, and other civic im-
.l .. . provements. An artlcle in the: Chromcle gives an' example of their efforts:
' ‘.. “We have. petmoned ‘the Legxslature in regard to the unloadinig at our whatves anid
i carting thraugh:our sﬁ'eets\bf evil smellxng fertilizer. A Committée. .. went to Hart- ...
ford~and testified as to their experience . .. A bill restrxctmg such unloadxng and o
cartxng to. the colder months of ‘the year was passed o :

o The Sasquanaug ‘Association also was responsrble for havm&_the fu;st' .
flagstone sidewalks 1n5talled in the village, replacing the often mudd¥ “ars
}-du'sty dirt. pathways and later, ‘the fustg&ampposts for: mghttuh e
llt’mﬁn‘atno’n. : 3 :
‘The heirs of Fredenck Marquan \ 2
Romanesque Pequot lesary bunldmg,tg. ke citizens of Southport. It }\ad.v o
" .been de51gned by a forme,t.sl;udent of' H. H. Rlchardson in1894. Located_
.at. the 1ntessectlon of WestWay and Pequot Roads, 1t was bmlt at the

N R

’

The Pequot .Library. j 3 Lo ,
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i of the Pequot lerar'y readmg
Lt room in its early days. . -

S DT R AR

e =

‘o The harbor business district:as
“ - .7 it appeared in the late 19th cens
. tury. At the lower left, lookmg

.up, H“bor Rd: -are the present
; builqus of - the’ "Péquot. .Yacht -
o. fit Vlctonan .
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'The Southport Savmgs Bank

" (226 Main St.) was™built across

the street. from . the . Nahonal
Bank in '1864-65. -

"-'l."':;".. ‘:Below is " thie . Hall Block thh
-."" -announcements of coming events
posted in the windows. :




510 OLIVER BULKLEY HOUSE (1859) 176 Ma.m St What is probably
" Fiirfield’s. best example of an .adte-bellum Gothlc v1Ha is still sur-

" rounded by harmomous landscapmg The square tower was "added

in the.’80s, and the original ‘paint’ color’ probably would not have

i been white. Now a private residence, this house became the "Pequot .

“Inn” for summer- boarders in the 1920s.

511 CHARLES I\@ GILMAN HOUSE (1873) 139. Mam St. Buxlt fo:: a
promment Brldgeport attorney, . this house i§ an unusual combma~ :

B L

tlon of Itallanate and Goth-xc Sthk styles

¥ r D > . .
. -1 . - N o . Kl . .
T Busmesses flounshed in the har-
mm.in\m- ‘.»!" . ¥ious, | X, V. BYDEB &BON borfront’ area before the new
TG, 4 SPECIALTY., hﬁuhmmbrhh&-a. center. developed alonig the trol- . .-
TTATER SF. sooTE =T, QMK mmmg’ Ity line. The Southport - Chron-,.'_
GO.TO .~ .~ f.X oTicm’ . ‘icle, May 4, 1893, -
mroh‘m ""‘"‘"m"""?“‘“"- - ‘ R
. . -WOILED, AND GRARAY [ , '. Bosdgeatefox - - : Below is the Gothnc style South-/;
e e S &m‘ﬁm “port "railroad station as it ap-
po -MORXDNG, "peared in the late 19th century,
S iy x oF duam “MM W Ocai, showing the First Congregatlonal

e mvu-n,nn-um
« | ZABY MAIN BY., SOUTHPOET. .

K J DAMTOF'I'

Church m the background

.’»' - ’
DEY AND FANGY. 600D ot
smmu notms
et Tty and it Dot &301010&1{. o
A nmnomm-mcm i . 470 GP.E
7 Mrs, Goorge’ Eiwond. . sou'mron'r. CONN
: momonmoux. . | You can save money by calling
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. whenoffered.”” A5 in most New Englarid Jtownd, the, e
i réceived-.only limited ‘acceptance at first.: | gt e
. "% Precipitated by the trolley lifie as in Black Rock rew blsiness center
3 ?ori ‘sprouted. at - the intersection of ‘Pequot’ Ave!.-and Main St.. Where

“gnly .a livery stable and scattered small hb‘usé's.,héc'i:ﬁe:én. béfore, a-drug

" store, telephone‘exchange, grocery, and eyen:tii_a]‘liy't_héfvillag'e post office

", and fire déepartment replaced ‘the old’ Harbor Rd: ‘commercial center.in
. 'short order.. The ]elliiff-‘M'ahufactﬁrirfé,Co;np,a_ny,_ which-had its origins: . ..
“+in ‘the -1880s- manufacturing onion' seed sieves,. located its. .wire'_g-o:ods_"; e

... manufactory there in 1907, providing jobs for scores ‘of employees. New -

E Woil;ers"'hbusMed?thos;e'_‘-_already_inexistexﬁcé AT o

. . - - o . oo RN

The ﬁro]_l’e){.?;!_;?ia'as responsiblé for major changes in Southport, connecting ‘it with'.
, the.la;gﬁej\f:{g"t_as;.‘gf Bridgeport arid Norwalk. T o R

Stopping Point:” 7 o e
"The INTERSECTION of PEQUOT AVE. and MAIN ST. Southport’s. .
. 'new”” center contains small specialty shops that.date from the beginning
of the 20th century; L P P CoERL L,
"S12. OLD"ACADEMY: (1827), 95 Main’ St. This  building is a -prime
4§ example of adaptive reuse in the village: Originally a private school, o
3 it was used for Borough-meetings between 1831 and 1854. In.1828 . ' ;
Southport’s. first church services (Episcopal) were held here. It was. . °,-
. turned into a dwelling in thg late. 19th"century, and-was renovated

© i in the early’_ZOtﬂ(not the riew side chimney). ~ . .

R R - ’
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- This ofnate Gothic il (17 Miain 5t) wis buil by Oliver Bulkley in 1059, "

v

- l_:AFFLUENT SUBURB 1900—1940

e

The trolley lme reached Southport in 1894 followmg closely the tele-‘_‘ B

, phone and gas lmes and precedmg electric lmes by only a few- years. By -

... 1900 the town. was no-longer ‘an. isolated seaport ‘but rather was be- .
commg a fine resldentxal ‘suburb and an’ rattractive - sh1ppmg center for:

__the owners of ‘the new. estates bemg built atop Sasco. Hill ancl along the . .-

. shore in. Greens Farms. The:last market boat left the. port in 1903; soon.. ..

.-.;afterwards the Pequot Yacht Club took over. as the harbor 5. center of I

: . “interest.” o e

o A few forelgn resldents had dlluted Southport s Anglo-Saxon popula-.-r

-tion by the' turn of the century. The Trish ‘began: settling in the town by.

..~ 1850, and: were followed around 1880 by new arrivals from Southern

p:and Eastern Europe “The.. Fmrfteld .Adverhser reported that- ”Twenty- L
. seven Italians arrived “ir town' and ‘took . up’ their residence “in_ Hall’s .*

. Block:: Their Ppresence is: known to. the ‘citizens 'largely by a llttle gu‘l

’"sellmg pin ‘wheels. adomed with ' elegant rosetfes. Her conversation is

.':somewhat lmuted But she can say 5’icénts “fake up the same sum
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o
\
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_‘ . d. Mar-
" fied. Men’s Retreat”, a: Sticial -
< €lub; took over one of. the onion: R
-~ warehouses i the early 1900s; "%
" pictured. are some bachelors.: Thes."}
- lasY of the market boat Eleet was
'phased 'out in. 1903. k -

: '513 S(%yTHPORT GROCEKY

- building ‘is an, example '-of_
. the’ ‘needsof busmess.. ‘8
R resxdentlal to commercial wi
-’.514 C. ’O ]ELLIFF 'MANUFAC]
'quot Ave: A stq,ndard New
: of townto: take,. advantage
” whlch mcluded the ﬁd]acent
».515 LIVERY STABLE dirca:185¢
-ing. with a newslife (gs‘an a
‘non resxdenhalvbuxldmgs in.
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MODERN SOUTHPORT 194.0-PRESENT;' '

- Southports "charmed exlstence conhnues, thank to strlngent zonmg ;
‘tegulations and conCerned’ populace Changes in the .appearance of : the:
VIInge always: seem'to enhagce-its ‘charm.—'stich as the renoyahon of’, -
‘brick tenement, blocks in the old center ‘as luxury apartmients'in-the late

. '1950s.. The v1llage s outstandmg contentration of early Amerlcan archl-f, ’
tecture was offncnally recognized in 1966 when it begame-a State Historic
7. District and Iater whe i Was named to the Natnonal Reglsten of Hnstorlc
. _'."i ‘Places. ; ' ' . :
. " = ‘There, have. been zon}ng problems to be sure —— a condomm_um de-
velopment on Pequot’ Ave., for example, was: constructed q{espnte fnerce
. local opposmon‘ In 3eneral however, Southport 5. position  as! the. most
preshglous address algng the Falrﬂeld County told Coast seems--safe
for. the future ‘ i T R ,

Stowmgroint-« R I St R
2 PEQUOT AVE. epltormzes Southport 1n~the affl’uerﬁa automoblle age.
-Houses. along thlé‘(tstreet include. Iovnngl-y
g chtormn homesteads, small workers 'cottages renovated mto tow.n-




‘. 5,1,5_ EQUOT MEWS C,QNDOMINIUMS (1971), mtersectron Pequot T

" Ave: ‘and Chester- Place, These structures: are"burlt in a modern. '
“adaptation of C‘plomal Greek Revival stylé and’ represent an entlrely s
" ‘nev?&cogcéﬁt in Southport home OWnershlp '
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L UBLL R
B FAYERWEATHER YACHT CLUB
B3, -
" B4.
. BS.
B
LB
.. B8,
©ool B9 T o
7 B10.BLACK ROCK SCHOQOL' S SRR
. B11.WILLIAM WHEELER BOUNDSTONE Lol
" Bi2.CAPTAIN WILLIAM HALL HOUSE I
B13.CAPTAIN ‘CHARLES ALLEN ~ o
. and I5AAC JONES. HOUSES . .
* Bu. STURGES SEELEY. HOUSE ~ .~ .'
o B15.ELIPHALET WALKER HOUSE -+ .-
" B16.OLIVER.BURR HOUSE R
.- B17.ARTHUR SMITH HOUSE ..

. B18.GEORGE GOULD. HOUSE: ' SRS
~ BY9.HENRY BUNCE HOUSE " . [, ="
. 'B20.HARBOR. HOUSE APARTMENTS -
o B2, I-'AYERWEATHER" TOWERS CONDOMINIUMSZ-“

. '119] MOJABEE - . .

WOLCOTT : CHAUNCY HOUSE
‘CARRIAGE FACTORY '
“WILLIAM BOUTON' HOUSE -
.'CAP’I’AIN THOMAS RANSOM HOUSE
.DAVID SMITH

PORT 5 YACHT CLUB

HEZEKIAH OSBORN HOUSE

GEORGE PALMER HO USE
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: S9.

Slo.‘
-, S1L.
812.
L ;_1,\.513.
S,;,S;

R .,;'si's;"pEQUOT MEWS CONDOMINIUMS

. ‘OLD STOREHOUSES eV T
"GURDON PERRY. HOUSE P
'AUSTIN' PERRY HOUSE . L A
" PEQUOT -YACHT. CLUB' ; ,, =
JENNINGS STORE: BUILDING : L=
'SOUTHPORT NATIONAL BANK .. - =~ S
“HALL BLOCK and CHRONICLE BUILDINGSA -
"SOUTHPORT SAVINGS BANK .7, % .',ﬁ'
'OLIVER' BULKLEY HOUSE | - . ﬁ‘f‘f R
'CHARLES M. GILMAN HOUSE R

WILLIAM BULKLEY HOUSE

OLD_ ACADEMY -

‘SOUTHPORT GROCERY" Tl
C.O. JELLIFF MANUFACTURING COMPANY

LIVERY . STABLE

e e BQ
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