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The, State Board of Education has adopted the nationskMinimum Standards

YoreSchool ‘Bukes, 1970 Revised Edition.”" The purpose oF this document is. -

to specify school. bus minimym standards for AldSka which are in addition to
the national standards. Therefore, When using this ocumént you misthave -
in hand the Yational Stapdards referred to above.” All regular school buses
must- compfy with applicable Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards in
—affect on the date of vehicle manufacture. In case of conflict between the
A?l}tia_ﬂal standards and minimum Alaska standards, the more stringent requiye®
nfenks prevail_uniess application of the less stringent standard is necessary to
comply with “&ctic equipment specifications established in this document.




" MORE THAN SIXTEEN PASSENGFERS -

Seetion 1. This section contains the additional standards requnred for all
school buses having a rﬂanufagturer s rated capdcity of over 16 passengers.

»

1.

The SES Chaszis

Axle The axle specifications are as Féllgws
a) The, front axle or'other type approved suspension assembly
must have 2 gross weight rating at the ground, based on the chassis

_ manufacturer’s rating, equal tc: or exceeding 110% of thaf portion
of the maximum. tﬂtal load which is supported by the front agle or

ather type approved 5u5peﬂslgﬁ a%sgmbly

b) The rear axle must be a ful|- floating type and have a gross weight
rating at the ground, -based on the chassis manufacturer’s rating,

equal 10 or exceeding 110% of that portion of the maximum total :

&

laad which is supported by it.

GEnEfafar or alternator, Wmng must be of heavy gauge and capable
of carrying a minimum amperage output of 90 amperes. A generator

or alternator with rectdfier must have a rated maximum Dufput of -

no Iess than 85 amperes,

.Bumper, front and rear. In addition to national.standards, a bus must

have fwo towhooks which are chassis mounted on the front and two
towhooks on the rear. Towhooks may not protrude beyond the

. “bumper. Towhooks must -be of sufficient strength to vvlthstahd the

StrESS of towing the vehugle whern fully loaded. !

The ELIS Bgdy

1.

Defrgsters The bus muyst be edulpped with defroéters sufficient to -

furnish hot air to keep the entire windshield, the window to the left
of the driver, aﬂd the entrance door clear of condensation, ice and
5?’1'&3w |

Cénsiructmn

a) Floors,” The floor must be of metal at least equal in strength to
=14 gauge steel and have an overlayer of 5p|y 5/8 mch plngad

~2Z-
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a.

5.

~ in Southeast Alaska).

- . .

axtanc:r type: manufactured in accordance with Federal Standard Ccs

45.55 or pther apphcabla commercial standards. '1f wood fs used for .
msulatlpn thaswocid and tha staal rnust ba bdnded so as to prevent °

undar the surface df tha wocxd ﬂccrr
t)) Underbody. The bus unﬁdarhody must be zinc coated. - -

Haaters S o
a) Haatarg must be capabla af rnalntalmng a mlnlrnum |n5|da tam;}‘

tamparaturas for t areas 5arvad as astabhshad by tha LJ,,S._ Dapart=. '
ment of- C‘nmmercé ational Oceanographic & Atmosphere Admini-
stration. The inside’ tempafratura is.to measured midway back i xn the

" bus at tha shou Idar height of seated schom children, '

b) Each bus must have’ four haatars WIth"?mmrnurn capacities as

follows:
lf -

(I} rear heater - 80,000 BTU:
(2) front heater and defroster core - 93,000 BTU
(3) center heater - 46 DDD BTU (not required in Sc)utheast

Alaska) L ,
(4) Stepwell heatervand dafrdstar no minimum (not required

3
c) Heater ducts must have no less than thraa varlabla dIFECfJOﬂ

Jgutlats

Fire Extinguisher. ‘Each bus must be aqulppad with a five pound dry
chemical located within easy reach of tha Saatad driver. .

Insulatnan
a) Overhead ceiling, side walls and underﬂoar must be insulated

‘by a foamed-in-place insulation which forms a high density, non- -
combustible resilient plastic foam. The nominal K-factor rnuat be
0.2 at 70 degrees Fahrenheit.- The space between the inner and auter
panels in the roof and side walls must be completely filled. (Foam

- insulation is nothrequired in Southeast Alaska.).

E) Body posts and roof channal,cavitias'must be insulated as in (a)

‘w‘ ’
&
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A(TF thlS paragraph or by use of clused :ell fgam rubber material.
Insulatmn material must meet FedEral M ator Vehnile Safety Stand-
ard No. 302 where applicable. -

6. First Aid Kit. (All first aid equipment must L»e ‘nc)uﬁted withi éfasy
reach and immediate control of the seated driver. The minimum ¢ Gntent
requirementsare: .~- - - - ’

Bandage compre},s (sterile gauze pads, 4*") ~ 7 2 each

’ -Bandage compress (stéri]e gauze pads, 2°') 1 each

e Adhesive absorbent barldage (adhcﬂswe tape, 177} 2 each’
: Triangular-bandage, 40" . I each
L ~-Gauze bandage, 4" - : ' + 1 each
Absarbent gauze E;grnr_)réss y ) 1 each

7. Idenhflcatmn “
a) School bus bodies must bear the wnrds SCHOOL BUS in blar:k
* igtters on both the front and rear of the bady. This lettering must be -
at:least eight inches high and at fbast. % in stroke.
b) All school buses must show ownership identification with mini-
mum five inch high lettering on the beltline or durectly belcsw the
rwmdcwvs on each 5|de Gf the bus
2 _ i All
¢} There must be a sign lm:ated below the rear window of the bus
which reads, “Unlawful to Pass Wheri Red Lights are Flashing.”
The sign must be black letters on a white background. Black letters
~must be no less than four inches and not more than six inches high.
d) All school buses must be painted school bus yellow., g
8. TIdenfification Plate. A metal plate must be secured directly on the
rlght dash immediately forward of the entrance door of the bus
upon which is stated the moior number, chassis weight, GVW rating
(ready for installation of bady) and the rﬁanufat:turer srated seating
Caﬁacﬁty ﬁF the bus, :

O 9, Lamps. : - ‘
a) All schoo] buses must. be Eqmpped with four amber eleg:trn:
: warmnq famps which work in.an autarmatic mtegrated sygtern with
N N ; o
o ' —" |
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“ four red traffic control lamps. The amber warning lamps and the
red traffic’ ﬁcntrcﬂ lamps must be a type appraved by tge Alaska
Deﬁartmént af F‘ubhc Safety. : 1 :

b) The amber Iamps aﬂd red |EFT’IDS must be installed as follows:
© Limps must be in pairs, one amber and onered on the left and right _
frant.and the left and right rear. Each pair must be located approxi-
-mately six inches below the top of the bus, with the lamps as near
each other as possible. The “amber lamips must be on the same plane
*{Ss the red lamps, or as close as possible, and closer to the center than

" the red Iamﬁs The face of each lamp must be in a true vertical, and

) ) 'OD

hgnzcntal axis-when the bus is ona smooth level surface. iR
c) The amber Iamps must be controlled by a switch Iacated to‘the
Ieft of the driver and within easy reach, Closing the entrance: door

must cut off the red lamps and recycile the syster automatically for: L

the next stap A pllcrt Ilght systerﬂ mdmatmg that the Iamp systern

plannly vmble tc: the. dFIVEF g

Directional- Signals. Each- {chool bus must be equipped with seven
inch amber turn signals that meet specifications of the Society of
Automotive Engineers. These signals must be mounted to ccmfc:rrn‘
to the fc:nllawmg SDEt:If!CEtIGFIS : , , .

a) each school bus rnust be equnpped with signal units guvmg s:gnals )
tg the frant aﬁd tfj ThE Tear and 5O arraﬁged that fn:mt aﬂd rear

T

b) s’ignal units Qﬁ.the front and on the rear must be spaced as fa:r
apart Iaterally as practicable butnot less than three feet: '

c) the location of the font sugnal units must be such that they can
be clearly dlstlngmghed w en the head|amps are ||ghted '

Py i

e) signal umts must be rﬁnuﬁted so that the signal fr m.the Iarﬂp

. is visible ff‘rﬁxghra:tly ahead of the front lamps and difectly behind
the reat Iamps and 45 degrees 1o fhe left and rlght of both front and

_ rear;



f}  within the hmlzantal angles specified -all su;nals must, be’ vus:ble .

from 10 degress above to 10 degregs belaw the hgrlzantal

?

g) there must be a wisible or audible devn:e which gives-a Elear and

unmistakable mdu:atu:xn ‘to the driver that‘ihe signal . is: turﬁed

and’ Do ’

h) there rm_:st be turn signals mounted.en the f|rst body “section .
- behind the driver and the first bady sectn:\n behind the entrance-

daor.

Q
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12.

13.

.

errars An’ extermr convex mirror, 7-Yz mches in d|arﬂeter rﬂust be
located on the left front side in such a manner that a seated driver
may observe, through its use, areas-to the front or side of the bus
whgre direct observation is not possible. R
Ef{uipment : / :

a) Skid chains must be available for use when needed.

b) All buses must be equipped Wth front and rear -mud flaps.
Stop Arm Signal. The national standard for stop arm signals applies



el e)ﬁ:gpt that'all signs must t::é Gctagnna! m S‘ﬁ'ape and have fEﬂEEtIVE T a
|ettenng All'new buses piirchased after April 1, 1977 must alsa '
have two Sequentual red flashmg lights on- the stop arm 5|gnal

14, Rear StoP I_lghts ‘Rear stop Ilghts must be no less than seven -
inches in diametEr : . TN

- : - . a

) 15. Rub Rallﬁ The national standard for rub rails applies,"except’that
they musi be Painted black, _ C ] -

- 16 S,Er\ﬂgg pagr- The service dacr hinges must be covered with a fiexi-
b, o ble material. Entrance steps into the vehmle behind the service door
must havé a rubber tread . '

17, Rear Emergency Daurr. “The natibnal standard for this exit applies.

118, Othe; Reduirements. Each bus must haves—
L a) A static roof exhaust vent; o
© b) -aisle joint moldings; and

’ c)* ared Painted arrow no less than 12 inches long and 6 inches high,

pointitgto theemergency door handle.

_s-.
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o © TENTOSIXT EEN PASS}ZNGERS L@
Section JI.- The following standards apply 1o vehicles used to traﬂspgrt stu-
dents wuth a r:apamty of 10- 1 E studenis Eac:h bus must: ’

-5 L=

=

s A carry a Slgﬂ |r1 black Ietters at” least eight in hes high on a wh|te
backgréund, both Front and rear, stating, S S 00L BUS. The.sign
must ‘be a Scmchllte type material. WHeneéver the vehicle is not
‘being ysed as sihmjl “bus, the sngn rnust be removed or mvered '

_ ‘ B Carry a ﬁrst alcj Kit, ﬂags and flareg and fire extmgmsher rﬂSIdE the’
BN yehiclg, as requecj for buses over 16 passenger (manufacturers
‘rating); -

C. bée&:{uipped with directional tum signals;

" D. bE a hard tfi\p vehncle .

E.' have four red Flashi lng traffic contro] lights FﬂCJUﬂtEd on top Gf the

 vehicle,” These red flashirg lights must be secured to the roof by

either a kit which straps on top of the vehicle in the same manner as

» .. a lyggage rack, of be mounted directly-to the- I'tij In sparsely

settléd areas, an exception to this requirement rriay be granted by the
Cammi nssmner of Ed ucation:

F. have a b't’::dy color 0f sch ool bu’:s yellow;

G- have a rear erﬂergeﬁc:y door; - ,"L‘F"‘*sﬁ

“H. have amber Ilghts r’nc:unted Qﬂ top W|th the 4ed lights Dperatmg in
" conjunction with the four Ted traff:c CDﬂthl lights; :

) . . ?
1. have a stop arm signal as requiréd in Sezti@n I.B.,13; and

ey
Form No.05-126-18, exzeﬁt the fgllaw:ng

, C S
©. a) service door; :
b) cross-over mirror. = CL

J. meet al safety items listed on the Rep ort of School Bus Inst:sftzmz
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- LESS TH}Q,LS TEN PASSENGERS

ng';tz"an‘ 1. F’assenger s and other vehicles, m;:ludmg ‘boats and airplanes,
wﬁ:h a seatmg capacnty less than ten which are used to traﬂEDDl’t students. -

standards of the Alasla:a Dapartmﬁnt of Publu; Safety in a;co;da_hce .
- with ‘the School Bus hzspﬁ:timz Rgptm Form No. 05-126-18,
except the following: - - :

'alterﬁate‘}{:lashing red and amber lights;
school bus signs;

stop arm signal;

service door;
" emergency door (all items);
cross-over mirror;

no partif:ula}’ color is required.

I\

“ﬂmm%wmﬁ

B. Loadlng .and unloadmg Vehu:les in this, class must pull completely
off the raadway when loading or unloadmg chl!dren .

C. Gerleral r:haraite,r‘rsjtit:s: ‘Vehitzles in this class may be of any general-
ly accepted type and conjguration, including but not limited to .
snow “Machines, ®track-type ‘vehicles, air cushion (surface effects)
-vehicles (ACV’s), all terrain vehicles (ATV's) and other amphibious
vehicles. " : .

This SECtIDﬂ does not apply to parents who transport their own children to
school or who transport children to school without remuneration.




A(T[VITY ELJSFS '

Sfftmn V. Activity Buses. Actlwty busas r’nust rr\eet all of the safety require..

"ments .applicable to other school vehicles of théSame seating capacity as

Staféd in Sectlans I, il and 111 above, W|th the following exceptions: . -
: A

A bu5 used solely fc:r actwme:; and used only tcr trangpgrt students fFGFTl!
school to“a deéstination and back without staps along the roadway to
Iaad or unload children need not have (1) the flashing red or amber .
warning lights; " (2) the stop arm signal : (3) the rear UNLAWFUL TO
PASS"WHEN RED LIGHTS ARE FLASHING:- (4) school bus yeliow
exten;‘jr palﬂt '

i

i
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