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ABSTRACT ¥ - : . _ o _ R

" To test the assumpticns that children's perceptions -
of a news program affect their learning and that their-percepticns

- are in turn affected ty age and program ccatext, a study sas

_undertaken involving-435 third through seventh graders, Tte EpEElflC
”lndgpénﬂent and perﬁéptuaI variables exarired were: Ltelievakility,
liking the story and prcgram, stary fﬁnctlen, age.'=tary context, and
agesccntext 1ntera§tlan; The children were ass;gnec te cne cf tuo
viewing conditions and shown a ten-minvte videctare in which the .
story context had been manlpulateda In the first ccnditicr a newus
story was presented surrounded. by cartccrn segments and CCﬁmErclals,
while in the second-conditicn the story was enbedded in a regqular
news shov. Follaa;ng the tape, the students ccmplétéd a trief

- multiple choice guiz about the news Etcry. The results shguwed that

. the variables acgounted for a significant gorticn cfrthe variance in

s learning while the manipulation of the story context had ro -
independent effect on -learning beycnd %haf acCEﬂntEﬂ for ty the
perceptual variables Age, hovever, had a very strcng effect on
learning through the,va:iables of -etoxy functicr and liking the’
program. AnD analysis of the agefccﬁtéxt interaction ipdicated that s
while youngertchildren 1éarneﬁ more fxco the stc1y embedded in the
nevscast, ¢lder childtien léafnéﬂ more fram thé Ef@EI‘ln thé cartacn

" context. (FL) . . ;
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Suﬁsfaﬁtial numbers afhgﬁi;ﬁféﬁ'waﬁah Eelevisian-ﬁéﬁS\pfggfa%SQ<v'\‘7f g';h'
Nearly Dnééthird of the kindargarten tﬁzgugh fif;h grade students Eurvpyed

'hy Atkin (19?8) said they watch;a natiﬂnal élevisian'news pragfaﬁ alm@sk

. L} -
: every day'", while abou the same nunber claimed they watch a- lgcal news

A

"
| = L

ﬁfagram‘dailyi Neafly\gne_half Df the sample said they watch In'the News' 7 >3V
- ' I "~,}f;

W

[ e

W

Séfaéé of n statiés for thldrea aired Saturday marnlng on, EBS g lGE“-ﬂj

—

‘Atkin fauﬂd also” that_élde* childfen were more likely::han\y@qngEE!chilﬂrem‘

[

Broadcasters and edu a;grs are showing 1ncreasgd interest Ain- ;his .

[4

you "hfui audience, Eruadcasteta air a number gf news and public affairs

prograﬁs such as "In the News" that are designed for child audiences, and

. & ’ - =
schgdule. It will prcduca prcgram called "3D Minuteg" théﬁ will feature

'CBS plans to add EVEﬁ meE jaufﬁalism VD its Saturday mcrn;gg enter tainment

CBS gcrrégpaﬁdents repurtiﬂg about ‘stories of special 1ntereat to yaung .
peapla C"CBS and NBC" 1978); Educatazsg meantime, seem to be_;?:reasigglx%;g;af
inte ted in. teaehing ahildren ‘to become knawle eable ccnsumérs of

television entertainmgnﬁ aﬂd,news. They of ten use television news and publie

‘ affairs ~programs far autsid ﬁ gnments or topilcs for discussion inside

‘the glaSngﬂm. ’
Although a major goal of broadcasters and educators is learning from

news and public affairs programs, few researchers havgiturﬂed their attention

":; . £ < ] 2 !

to this é{ea. .The research that hag been done deals primarily with manipulstian
of p:qducﬁién variables aﬂd-thegéffects on reeallg Murphy (1976) fgund:that .
‘ghildrgﬁ wetelable to Iecall‘stérieé with film more frequently than stories
‘that ;Gns’isted of a "talkding heaﬁd"g Cahen, Wigand, and Harrisgn (1975) sugga;ﬂ]‘

tha;‘childraﬁxafe better able to fécalL'scasles that contain "emotional" components.

[

i
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These studies. d@ not, hawever, addia gfeat deal to our undersgaﬂdiﬁg af

]
=2

tﬁg undeflyipg prszesa thrnugh whigh ;hildre learn from television news. ,

\ . S : .
Withpuﬁ an unde:sgandlng of rthis prccess, the researcher faces a myriad‘@f
, o ' - : & ‘
. canEEﬂt;vagiables ;hsﬁ cguld be mauipulaged Ce g. verbal camplexity, visual

v

) camplexity, stﬂty sﬁfucture) and that may imtera;t w1th percegﬁual variables.

. For tﬁis reasan, the pfesent stud facuses Dn tha rocess by whlcﬁ
\ P

childzhn Ieatn frcm a television news stary, The pfaject assumes that 1earn1ng

k)

from the b@gg is depéudenﬁ Dn "a mediating pracess of iﬂEeIprEtatiEﬁ Snd
pefeegzién (HﬁLg@d a@ﬂ Ragves, 1977); andr Eheref@re, examiﬂea a numb&r éf
percepzual vatiabies imgludimg liking the cantent, bEllEVlﬂg thE\cﬂntEﬁt“

© and perﬁaiv;ng the fghcti@m the cantenﬁ i3 désigneﬁ to Berve.

A najor interest 15 the Effect GE news staty EQHtEEt on learnimg

Chi;draﬂ view§naws,staries that are placed in a number af diEEEant tantaxts.f

~SQmE st rieg designed egpecially for ;hildren, (e g. "In the News") are .

® 2

ShQWﬂ in the context of Saturday @Drning cartoons and . fantgﬁy dramag 5&112

Bimilar EEGEIES, designed éqf adults, are presented in the gantexz Df more

seriaus publia affairs formats. It's passiblé‘tha; the dlffering cantexts

& N :
alter pegceptians of the stories and that this af%egﬁs 1eafﬂ1ng.

affect learning, and the ch%ld 8 perceptians afa in turn affectpd by agg amd

Ihis stuﬂv tests the assump;ion that -a Chlld 8 perceptimng af the program

s : ]
j.’\a
program context. I@ “also tests the assump§ian that age has a. d;re&tfefﬁezt B
- P' y . ot \t l‘ .y
inléafuingg (See Figure 1.) o .
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RESEARCH:QUESTTDNS
The iﬂdépendént and pergepguai varisbles 1isted abnve were included
in this study hagause they appear to be lagically related to the depeadent

variable, and some have been useful predlctat$ of effeck? in research

dealing ‘with televis 5 enterta nment pragrsms. Although these predictgfs

i ) _ N

appaar frequently in m=ss communication 1itéragure, they have been tes ted'?

-with dependaﬂt variablas ather than 1earning and -have beea used with sdults

!?

Iather than éhildren This leaves a paucity of emplrical ‘and theﬁtetlgsl

8 ,ppgrt fc:r firm predic:cians about t;hE direczian of effect;s in this study.
;. : : \.‘ : . A
Also, the absence gf rals;ed resaarch E%F t easy ta put fatth canflictiﬂg
- ' y
predictiams Ecr nearly alL Df the indepemdeﬂt and pérgeptual variables used

hQIE' FGr this reasan, ‘the pIESEnt study is explcratgfy in nat%;a and deals

primarily with a series of research questicﬁs rather than hypatheses. The ‘

rationale for, exp oring thESE“pIEdlEtﬂrs fullaws,

2 *

A Eelievabilitz, DFE component of a’ child 8 per;epticn af television news

. &
kY

;‘:
* 4

would Seem tc ‘be believﬁbility, Iﬁ'tha jgutnaliStic setting Eglievability

might be defined as thE :eﬂeiveras pefceptian of the accuraay of a madia

'Iepresemtati@n Df\? rgglmwarld Event. Althaugh numargus studies have déalt

& R

with credibility, they uaed adults as subjects and some measure of attitude

change as-a dependent va*isble (MdGuire (ET’B), prnviding litt]le guldance for

5

v_qthis project. The resear&h questiﬂn pssed herg\begames- What is the ELfEét’

‘Qf*;hilérens' parcepti@ng Gf believabilityng a new gszory on 1 rniﬂgY

2 14 king the pragrétiand story. - A searzh of méssage and learning
flitgyaﬁu%a~sh§§§{1ittle 1ight on the relaﬁianship bEt' en liking thg,mes%age
» - . .

.éﬁﬁtencfand learning, Oﬂe ccuid‘atgue that liking ;he nessage iﬁEEEESEE

e fad . .
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. " attention which-in tnrnienhances lEafning; Dr it :nuld be argued*that 1iking v'ﬂ

distracts from the infnfmatinnal.nnngéntﬁ%nd reduces leafning_ his study

geparates the énﬁtent of the news stn:yffrnﬁ the content of the 1::1"455351*5;13iE

f . =

/

- be¢ause i; is pDSSi ble a child will like one and not~the other. This’ . sgfp
o - . . . - =

1eafning frnm ‘the news story and what is” he effect nE 1iking the st

learning from the néws~stnfy?

pos ses two regegrch questinns. What is the aff,gt nf,lik ing the program on E;
- .
Ory o

"'L

]
L3 .

* - - .k
. -

»Stnfy funcﬁinn_ Thefe is prnbably a great deal nf va:iance i:k:hildrens

perneptinns of funntinns the news media try to serve, nﬁ% this may be related

=
_ A P ( .
tn thé‘effent of a news story. Bécanse news nan servei§nth Enterﬁainnenta
) 1. ; ’ 15 ~
, . f
and infcfmatinn funntlnns, the.individual's perneptinn of the Communicator 's
. : F

. mntivatinn may help determine tha‘ﬁmnunt nf learn;ng that ﬁakes plane Eethaps

 'mnre frnm At than thnse whn believe it was 1nclndad as Entertainment becanseﬂ__

Ehe fnrme;\}s cnnsistent with Ehe 1earning prnnegs- »This Seems to be

. f 4 y
b :
thnse whn ,think the stnry was, innluded'EQ sérve an iﬁfnfmag;nn function 1eafn

- £ N
= & =

'r
"1

Foaw . . =
&

e

!and g;atskresearéh deals with the jiifaudlenne members use the mass media to.

eiver‘s ﬁerneptibn of "source int'ét

_meet ‘their goals and valués,‘raﬁhgﬁ than receiver's per o t .

& W = . =1 B ' .
" _(Katz, et.al., 1974), Thus, the ‘research questinn becomes: Does the chilnfs

) peféeptinn of the cnmmunicatnr’s purpnse for innlnding a nevs, stnry in-h /Fw%nast

T

£ = ,'

affect learning Frnm that news’ stnry? ' - N .

,g,{ The thild's age should have both a direct and indire t effect on

aaﬂ‘

léarning frcm a television/news stnzy.i Dlder nhildrén shnuld hava mnre effentivg .

znngnitive skills than ynnnger ghildren, and, thergfnre, shnuld learn more from: .

a news stnry than younger childran._ While\there is nn theoretical basis for

3

pfedictinn, age may affect learning thrnugh thevpafneptual variablés.. For examples
2 . . : F 4 .



ic is pasgible that_alder‘gﬂildréh likg tﬁeznews’mcre;‘beliave.the news.mofef~ nan
1 aﬁﬁ ;nders;and th“ tended function of Ehe news.?étter than y0unger Ehildf

gﬂd 'fﬁf these reasons, le arn more from it.' Thij sﬁudy predicts a pcaitive
R relatignship bEﬁWEEﬂ age and learning while\caﬂ5 olIing for the PEfEEptual
o - A , .

variablés and asks tha questian_ éaes age affez 1eazn;ng thfﬂugh che perceg;ual .

variables7 Age isfaperationalised Ln this stu/y by using grade. . o

ééf -Stﬁfy gcﬂtext. Thevqantext in Whiﬂh a news~scory is placed shauld have

-z

Y ’ {0
© an indiregt effect on learning thrgugh the p’égep al variables listed abﬂve.
Yaungstgrs who sae tﬁ% news stafy EmbEddéd ié éfﬁDDB%QDﬁtéxﬁ may,likg the S
] Q!_- é;‘ . . . N “ . B . .
pragram and story more and learn more than thgse who see 1it. in the ﬁEWSZESt ) N
* ...
LB

- context. On the other hand, children who %EE he news stury embaaded in the,'

. De scast might be more likely tg tthk it 5§tves as inf@rmation functlcn and

¥

. ratg %t=higher inebélievabillty ;han ghﬂsa wha see it in the’ cartoon COﬂtEEt-r§>

&

9 This-zauli résultﬂié gréate lgarnlng in the newscast ccndition. Bé cause of these.-
, € " L ]
Dl & 's &

ccnflicting passibilities, the question/ﬁegames:, How does the manipulatinn of
= EEWS_EﬁDIy Qontext aifgct the child's pe;geptfgﬁ

¢ffnm'it? T S e N

a::f the Pfﬂgraﬁlaﬁd 1earning

_J

# ontext Interaction*g Hd?ifeﬂietian is made abéut the age. by context
! P E 3 ]

B

interaction because there is no theategical bagis far one. The;passibiiitiesg'ﬁ
'

It 8 possible that the Dlder children will be b@red

—-h@@ever, ‘are iﬂtggesting‘

. T
by the cartoons and 1earn more fram the’ newscast while younger :hildren dG B

E

the uppcsfte* It's alsa passible that ycuﬂger :hildren will be less able to

=

a : y, - F 7
distiﬁguish bétwaen the fangasy cantent of’ the cartcans and the—reality ccntent

o, ] e . - - . § .
af Ehé news story and Ehis cﬁuld affect learning. Tha final research questioﬂ* ‘4.

E‘

. 1Is the:e En interacticn efféct Df age aﬂd c@n;ext on children 8 learning f:om .

a televisimj nevs stary'? L - . v . - s
%oy i ) o . X A _,‘.“‘

#l




‘,“fﬁe‘ Eildren we:e Ehén asked to watch a leminuta vidagtape canta;ning the

“vat the same time in each viewing condition.. . S

. were gi?én ‘a score f ne for each egrfect;aﬂswer and th

o T e T e e

# . s <. . -

o mmop

Y 'Ihe .study was gantiuv:f;ed with 435 third thrc:ugh seventhv graﬂe students f:) '

= =y

L}

in Jaﬁesville, Wisg@nsin in spring of 1577 Eaéh studenﬁ was asked to fill

naire that asked quéétinns abuut televisian and news vigylﬁg.-

*

= I

mhﬂipulafignfof viéwing Etﬁtexti' Fﬂur clas in each grade were :andcmly

f}; * B ﬁ’

_assignad to the twa*ﬁiewing QOnditians, Aftgf watghiﬁg thg videatape all

=" }

i

Vic;hildren agswered ﬁhe same multiplg‘r_‘/hﬁlce questigns abt:ut factual mgat.erial in! -

the’ stary and Ehaif perceﬁtinﬂs of the stary.- ' L; . o r{i ;EQ%

= - B ¢

Indépanden; Variables. The news stcry‘ﬂpnt23§ was gmnipulated by

:fshﬂwiﬁg thldrgnwin the “tiro viewing Eanditians the- same DﬁE and—eneﬁhalf

‘gi it E 1ang news stary abaut a new fine arts museum in Parls, Franze that =\

' was. taken frcm a Saturday mcrning "In the News" pragram. In the fitst

i

? canditinn the stary was surraunded by typical Saturday murﬂing pfogramminge—twa

L}
i =

.cartoon ‘segments and fiva 30=sec@ 1d- ¢

#

~ommercials along w:l.th the nfiginal "In
the News" apéﬁ and clcséi" In the SEEDﬂd ‘condition, the ssme story appearﬁd' ﬂ

with én introductlgﬁ by Hughes Rﬂdd as the féuIEh item in a "CBS Marnlﬁg News'

séngﬁti The newscast alsn eaﬁtained zammercials, and the stary appeared
. ’ & "‘i °
. ° . . ‘; ¥ \J

i

Ihe fther independent vatiable, gfada, and the PETEEPﬁuEl variables were

v

'measured by quésticﬁnaife items that the children answered after they had seen

- =5 -
-
. . . i s B

=

the ta g.u : : o . : t

Depéndent Vafiable. The dependent measu:e vas a "10-1item multiple

‘Iaice quiz that ‘asked facgual questiaﬂs sbgut Ehe atimulusgzéws story.
/ : THERE Y

- The gtg:y_deScribedta :angraversy “about .the construction of the new art . .

L o @ ) P ' o : .
mmseum so the questions covered factual matériai such ds the locatdon 'of the

.
i . , &

,new building, its* appe arange, an tha reasan Eét the confreversy. . ,Children :

=

items were summed

™
-

=

- 1
o

w
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: ‘ . : i\,!': i;, f} K ,;. _ ;ig_‘ i
)‘;:fgr a measurs of leariing. The measure of test reliability uging ' '
" “Chronback’s Alpha vas .77. T L - YA

¢ The data were analyzed in two sﬁagas,'éacﬁ’ﬁéing hieraréhi@gi fegféﬁsign.'

1The first set af'reg:essiéu equatlans ptedicﬁed 1éarning fram the televislan :
news stary using all of the indgpeiéent and perceptual varlables 1n the -
= - A va'

‘study. Thé secand pzadicted the percepﬁugl variables using Ehe*twn anteg ﬂe,,

( , s wm L = ,
gﬂ\ variables- grade and context. The analys;s praceéure was designed t '%néiqata .

¢ =
= . . T, PR S 2y, f

4

I"I'

éiwhgthEE the antecedent variables affgct 1earning directly and/or indirectly " |

thr@ugh the pe tual variables. - LT L *?é ' L
5, : 1 i = L L,‘gg
The first reg;essiuﬂ analySis,predlcting lear%ﬁgg,is shown iﬂ 1able L. '
;Jz;‘g; s I - -

QWThe five pergeptual variables werekéntergd as a block ba;ausg they were

;egpezted to have main effects on, 1é§fﬁiﬂg,¥§nd there waé no Ehecfétigél reason

’ fér Drdering. Grade aﬂa zantext were Enteréd in the Equaticn naxﬁ tn see if thay ,
i 3 . —

) pfedttted any additianal variante not’ accguﬁted far by the percepﬂual variables. \
g; L4 J 5(_4 - . 5

The Lﬂtéraﬂticn between grade and context was added ;af;-/ S ;__;* ) e
e . : ) ‘-(, 3 t . Y y [ [ v " " 7 i
T . T TABIE 1 ABOUT HERE -, .- -
’ 1 ) . ‘!v ‘ !J" !§ i

VﬁxThe‘fifst equation in Iaﬁle 1 35&&34

&

p ~ogram, bEliEYahlliEys Story fuﬂpticn, and like taryé-pad signif;caﬁﬁ‘main ,;
effécts anﬂleafning. Stgfy functiﬂﬂ was’ ;he bes ptéﬁiﬂﬁér of learing while:
6 ‘ ' - o

;balievabllity accauﬁted farc%he least amount of vafiance.Ag
i ‘ ' '
The seacnd equatien iﬂ Table 1 indicates that the msnipulatiun of -
o~

’the éDﬂtEKt in which the stary appeared had na;indapendent effect on, learning
S

xbeyand thatJacecunted for by the perceptual -variables. Grade, hnwever; pdeuEEd

v - g; - o o @




,BH ;3 -
a very Egrgng direct eﬁfect on 1E&rning. Théfaﬂﬂitiﬁglﬁf gfade Eubgtantially

degréased the rggressicn cuaffiﬁient for liking the prcgram by making it

a5 ‘e

' Etatistically 1nsf§nifi¢aut It also decreaged samewhat the Beta waigh; C

far func;icn of the stary, indiﬂating that age did a f-ct leatﬁing'ﬁh:aughé'
these two intervening’variables. 7&_: N ’ -, : S
v N . -

he data in Table 1 alsﬁ shﬂw a sta;istically signifi;ant grade by _;

conteXxt ingéfaztiaﬂ.» A clcser lack aﬁ the means shgws that Ehildten in the
v * 3 - é =
4 &

thi:d £ourth and fifth grades learn mpre frumgthe newa gtﬂfy Lmbedded 1n the .

1.

5'*1newsgast than they, did from tha ‘story in thagﬂazﬁuaﬁ ccntext. On tha cther

¥

hand, the gixth and sewgﬁﬁh graders learﬂEd mare ffﬂm the story ;n tha cart@aﬁ v

. £ X ,.,'1‘5 - L , .
' context. {Eeé Figurg fﬁggar D . o ; D 5
- ; :95_ k: * # _' El , - i\. i ‘ ) ) ) ;. :,_, °
© - PIGURE 2 ABOUT HERE . _ Co
‘ The regresgion equations for the second stage of the analysis are -~ . o
y i ; , _ second %4 : _ are . - -

?ﬁGWﬁ,in‘TaElE 2. Grade and cagﬁex}-wazé regressed Sgaiﬁsﬁ the fburAgefgepﬁua{x-

o K o ) . . =

g variables to see if -éither accounted for aﬁy]af'tha variances of the perceptual

° ;?—" ’ * R ’ L= 7 * g * n ,: = ‘3 )
variables. =~ S R |
¢ - ’ i !:- s ) "’ ,."A ) ) B 5 \ R 4 -
- T e . s *,7:. 'x"f; T == ’ 3 : - B
v f o TABLE 2 ABOUT HERE .- ' :
: e e .
5 . T s i g‘ T . - .
Althaugh ganﬂéxt was. ekpected to affect a nuﬁbet of the perceptual .

vgfiables it accnunted Ear a slgniﬁ;;ant pattimn Df tha varianqe in. n,%g

aﬂe,liking the pfugram" Aé'ﬂ%ﬁht be exgéctgd ychildren 11ked the stimulus
: ATy

Eape with-the ‘cartoon more than they liked thg»ane wi&h the ﬁewscagg. It is 5

iDtEfEEtiﬂg ta nate, hewever, that cantext did not affect how much they = . °

> . . -t 4 B
= . . F

liked the, news sﬁary itgelf T - Ce ."",,J

]

Grade ptedlgtéd two -of the per:ePtual variables=sliking the prggfaé.;gd

' o

' stgﬁy fuﬂ@tiﬂﬂ; This m§§ﬂ$ that the older children liked the entire. stinulus

¥ : L . : e -

P
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package less than tha ygugger childrén,-and the, nl&e: thldren were more °
l- x

_1£kely to perceive the stgty functioﬂ “as Beingtnﬁaaf iﬂfarmatian rafher  ¥~

i . . . v
L. : T ’ S .o c J‘
] o - ; - . - : . R

;f

han éntertaimmentiA

= _\B aﬁse canﬁext did nét have a main Effe:t on l

P y

iﬂg; and %t predicted%,;.”

anly gné petceptual variable==likiﬁg Ehe pr&gfams—which did ngt affect

lgaruing, it appearg Ehst cnntext had neither d direat nor’ iﬂiifEEE Effect .

' ﬁ% leaning ffam a ngws scazyi Grade alsa predicte& liking tha prégram, which
did nat affecﬁ leafﬁing, aﬂd stﬂty EUﬂEtiﬂB, ﬁhi:h had a pasitive relatiaﬂshlp

= £ &

with leafning; Thus, ~it appgars that Grade agted n Learning dirggtly and e
indifectly thfnugh stary function. B ‘ﬂ*i S . :,2 
v Yy . s

’h- The . gradg by zcn;ext intetsctign‘di; Aot predict aﬂy “of the pet;e?tual*
vériéﬁ;géi ‘J_'% “ g -:_‘“11'  ‘b-,Q§ ’ '

T - : £ : - i

N |

'DISCUSSION - R

:The véfigbles in-this study sscgunt for a significant portion of the
‘variance. iﬁ learning (37’ paraent) ;aﬂsidaring that nérintelligénae measures
{ f
yere used, - Beliévabiliﬁy; Liking the st,ry and u dersgaﬂding EhE function

‘of the stnry gll predicted 1earning. Ihe strangesﬁ and most iﬂEETESEiEg
- predietar was: functLan ﬂf stcrws indicating that thnsa who understaod that .

;.“Tthe ﬂewssstary vas preseuted for” infgfmacian father thaﬂ entgrtaiﬂment

B Alearned Ehe mast fram it R T e s : o

%!I I'. ! . X - ) . . . . . o _’f" ° F ) ,__,-» - ) . o
Yo Even thaugh prggfam cgntext had no effegt an.thrge ni the perceptual ot

vaziabies in. the study, 1c dd- predict liking the ptﬂgram, as ig should - have.'s

3"‘Children liked the cartoon prggram ma:e than the. ﬂews prngfam. Although this ,?

ooy T .

o Adid fiot affect 1éarﬁing Ln Lhis study, it may have a ong impact in i

- nan—expérimantal secting. Childgen in this study had 1ittle §i§e:natiﬂe ,fhx'}

=

tp watchingmtheEElEViSimiprgIam thé experimenterg pfesen;ed ‘aven though,

A £ L . : s
- & - =
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they cauld have been inattentLVE.\‘Iﬂ thedr own living rooms, they migh&

have watched ‘the "In thé NEWS" programs and ignared regglar nevs prog:ams

In ;his ease, caﬂtéxt wauld have been immgrtant.
C

Thé data do not really Explain the weak age by ﬁantext interaﬁtian

, . o ~ =~ ,
an 1earﬂing ShﬁWﬁ iﬁiriguré 2 WE gungnt that ‘most gf the children parceived

w

the ﬂews as being sariaus but thé older ﬂhildran were more bored byfit thau

ithé'YQUEEEZ*thldqen. " The yo upgeT’ cﬁildren may havé paid more attention to’

A C o

the newscast becguse they thou ght ‘it was sgricus and, therefare, 1earned

é ]

p*mgré frcm iti' The 31dgr Cbildfen Eaj have been bnfed by the newscast t the

- - 3

iextent that it inte:féfed with' 1gsrning§ o R ‘é PR .

The multiple R reparted in this study (. 61), prﬂduced by zeg:essing

* 'S

percéptual variables on the leatﬁing scgres,is mﬁch largar thaﬂ Ehat repgtted

' in a' number of tElEViSLGﬂ Entertaiﬁment effegts studias uSlng thesg variables -

&

siﬂgly. This may iﬂdicate Eha; charé 1s valué in using an agtual pragrammiug

in the classfnam to egtablish & spaﬁific referént for measuring children s

=

reaction to gFlevisign. Far gxample Ehildfe 's pegneptlans of ‘source .
mgtivatinﬁ wasg .a particularly st:ﬂng pIEdiEth of learning.‘ if5ﬁay have been

much easier E@r the ghlefen ta feact ta a spacific massage rather than answer

& . —
(g

a ﬁuggtiﬂﬁ about a’categéty'af messages. o 7

The data about perceived saurce mativatian are, alsa iﬁtEfEEtiﬂg in terms
: !

of uses and gratifieations fESEaECh- Eff ts may be depeﬂdent on cansistency

Gt ingaﬁsistencyggetween the use of the<ggssage by'the feceiver and the intent

i

-af the SDUEEE. Peréeived intent QE the sggrze may influeﬂce ;he use that ;
¢ .

o= \ N )
people make af a message. . o j. ’ R

Ehé &E ta aI i digate chat aﬂythimg angrﬂgram produger can do to

’ |
enhamce eithe: liking tha news sﬁﬂzy or believing the sﬁory would imptave :

{ A : !
- learning. It may be, hcwever, that these perceptual vatiables are-not Ehat

O ‘ , . : ) ‘ ‘EL‘? = . A - . ] T f. .
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_.easily manipulated by Eaﬂteét. It's iﬁtéresting té note that likinguthe . .f

1pragram d : redigt 1éafﬂing wh11é‘1ikiﬂg‘the stary daes, -and- theré - S

a pasitiva relatianship between liking the story and liking news in gerieral.

£

(r=.25, psi}DDl)i >Eelié?iﬁg the story also tends to be related to believ ;,g

télgvisian néwéﬁiﬂ genefal (r=.33, pﬁi@@Ol)-

" In éthefgwgrds, it might be more éfféctive to try to imprgve learning
by altering children's perceptlans of the media rather than manipulsting
Egnteﬁt variables. If CBS wants ta increase léarning*far its "In the News
geries, it might be ;ble to do this best by designing instructianal maﬂerials

- for schools that axplain the function of the Ealevisian nevs media.

These findings should also suppﬂ:t educators in their effarts to .
teach children ,to become knawledgeable consumers of the news msdia. 1f
‘teachers can encourage children to 1ike the. news, believe the BEWE, and

.=

I understand .its intended functions children may learn more from news and public

affairs programs.
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- : TABLE 1

Heirarchical Regession Analysis of Seven Predictors of Childrens'
- I :

s I
Learning from a Television News Story. (N=435)

¥

- — =
. B s B B B ) - B .
= — = — = R = R — - = — =8

g
Predictor | egression . Regressio
Variables \ - .1 2 \ 3

— i — e e = = — e —— = ——e—

Like Program
Believability - .10 % W11
Story Functiond . ¢ 139 han 629 ®AE
.Like Story - o 25 wER . W21 R

Context® . ; . -.06
Grade . 30 feRE

& = -

Context/Grade Interaction
. L .

Multiple R | U546 RER 609 Aw \615 *#k

Increment im R = © 073 ank .006 #

) . . e

= T . * *‘P f!QS B
FrpgL .01 ,
: N ﬁﬁﬁpé ;DD]. v ) , =

8Beta wéights are not, shown for the equation in yhich the interaction term is

in¢luded bHecause they are not empirically meaningful. The best measurement of

impaftancé of the interaction term is the increment added to RZ2 by the inclusion

of the product term (Allison, 1977) .- -
S . 7.

bgtory function was. measured anfa four-point scale rapging from no information

function (l) to high information function “(4).

Cyiewing Context was coded: news context=(-1); cartoon context=(+1) .
= .




FIGURE 2
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Plot of the Experimental Ccﬁditian By.Grade Interactiaﬂ in Relaticn to’
Childrers' Learning from a Televisian News Story ;
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“ aAn index représentiﬂg lgarning from the news story vas created by summlﬁg
the number of quest;ans out of mine each child answered Egrracﬁly about
the story




* TABLE 2 -

]

:

" Heirarchical Regreas;un Analysis of Grade_and Stary ancext as Predictors
of Childrens' Perceptions of a Tele¥ision News Story
(N=435) ‘

1
: . .
- . El

1

= ——— = = —— e e c;k’ e i = =
‘ - ~ Regression / L. gress;an .

Dpndncvnbl Believability S (\
tory Context
Grade - ' . =.02 , o

ﬂ\ m

[ =

A .
Story Context/Grade Interaction

R ' o ’ S .05 — .07
Incremént in R ‘

&

Story Contexs - T .00
Grade . : ' L35 wRx

Story Co ntext/Gfade Interaction

.35 Rk | L35 RRs

Stoty Context . - 04 ».g .
Grade 4 L i .01 7

Story Context/Grade Interaction 3 ;

#¢ .Increment in R . , , I i L

Dependent Variable: Like Progfam . .

Story Context ’ 35 #w=
—.29 uk# -

" Grade .
’ Story Context/Grade Interaction ’ : i
R | 45wk J45 Hrx
s Increment in R .00
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