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CLINICAL DIAGNOSIS OF C IPREE ENSIGN' STRATEGIES:
A CASE STUDY Order No. '7809575

BIGGS, Shirley Ann, Ed.D. University of Pittsburgh, I577.
124pp.

The purpose of the investigation was to explore a mature
reader's use of consciously employed strategies that may fa-
cilitate comprehension. Of specific interest was., the illustra-
tion of theintegrated use of standard procedures to clarify
1) the effect of reader knowledge and a period of practice, on
comprehension, 2) the quantity and quality of strategy shift
that knowledge and practice of strategy may influence, and
3) the determination of productive strategies/for specific
reader:

The method used in the investigation emerged frorn inter-
action with and observation 0,1 the populatio'n in instructional
settings and as a result of examination of /reading comprehen-
sion process literature. The length and number of work 'ses-
sions as well as appropriate interest and difficulty- levels of
the reading materials used were deterMineri primarilythrough
pre-investigation interaction and obserVation. Information'

'gaine,c1 through interaction and- observatiop also prompted a
search of the literatore for viable alternative diagnostic and
instructional procedures. The search yielded several procee=
cines which were used informally with interested students to
determine useability. .Thus the basis for designing the method
employed in the investigatiOnwas established,

The subject of the investigation \Vas selected from the popu
ihatien of two hundred forty-six special-feslimen students on-
rolled in a program at a major!. Ivestern Pennsylvania univer-
sity designed to offer intensive aaciernic counseling arid
specially designed courses to insure :Student soccess no matter
what the academic background." On the basis of score 'patterns
earned on Form A of the Carver-Darby Chunked Beading Test,
More Able and Less Able readers were identified. From the
pool of each of the above mentioned type readers, four of each
type were selected and assigned. F-rorn the eight case studies
one illustrative case study was presented inaelet ail to dernon-
strate use of the various procedUres.

The subject participated in three investigator-directed ses-
sions and engaged in two weeks of independent- silent reading.
During the sessions he produced miscue analysis, doze, intro-
spection and retrospection data which were analyzedifor evie
deuce of strategies and strategy use its a reflection of the func-
tioning of the reading comprehension process. Form B of the
Carver-DarbyRending Test was administered at the end of
the independent silent reading period.

A. description and analysis of the data produced through in-
tegration and synthesis of miscue analysis, doze, introspee-
tion and retrospection procedures formed the basis for generat-
ing spethdations associated with, clinical diagnosis of a _reader's
comprehension strategies.

It can be concluded from the investigation that: 1 Using the
clinical proCedures outlined, the subject was diagnosed as using
the strategies of testing, predicting, seeking and relating infor-
mation, analyzing words, responding automatically and adjusting
itate, 2. The various single techniques within theprocedure ap-
peared to have less diagnostic value than the total procedure or
special combinations of two or three techniques. For example,
data gathered using the traditional doze technique proved U50-
ful foe estimating the degree of comprehension gained. Hoy/4
ever. with the addition' of introspection data, a new thinension
(knowled_ge of specific strategies u_secl to comprehend) was
added. 3. Strategy shifts appeared to occur with knowledge of
strategies and deliberate practice of those strategies. Cone-
prehension appeared to change as a result of knowledge and
practice of strategies. Analysis of introspe'ctionIcilta
caied that knowledge and pradtice of available strategies had
iminediateposItive impact on comprehension.

VOCABULARY ACQUISITION IN THE TWO-YEAR COLLEGE:
A COMPARISON OF CONTEXTUAL AND ACONTEXTUAI,
INSTRUCTIONAL A PROACIIES Order No. 7801215

BROWN, Robert Charles; Oklahoma State University,
1976. 155pp.-

Scope of Study:- Focusing upon the comparison of contextual
and acontextual instructional approaches of teaching vocabulary
to adult students, this study hypothesizes that there is. sta-
tistically-significant difference between the language-acquist-
don change scores of adult students when new words axe intro-
duced organically and dqvelop contextual relationships or when
they are introduced inorganically and develop no contextual re-

ee.e lationships, FM- experimental analysis, the change scores are
grouped for comparison by sex, age, and general ability levels.
This study is limited to adult students enrolled in English Corn.
position I classes in an urbkrutivo-yeaa- college. These stu-
dents were divided into three groups; two groups wire taught
a sampling core of words by using different method:
third group r ecoived no instruction in vocabulary. _
-pre- and posttest measurements were administered
grqups; then artanalysis of yariad-ce was used'to dele rn ne
the\arnount of change present in the scores of, and among e
group,

Findings and Conclusions: Sta.tistical analysis of the experi-
mental data produced in the study revealed that there was great
statistically-significant difference lietween the lanvage-accpii-
sition'change scores cal adults taught by the two different nieth-
ods. Those taught new words directly through inorganic methe
ods demonstrated greater change in pre-'and posttest measures,
Analysis ale_ r evealed that female adults demonstrated greater
vocabulary a uisition than male students and that those stu-
dents classifi d as average and high in general mental ability
demonstrated :realer gain than those of lower ability, There
was no statisii eally-eignificant ,difference in the change scores
of students wh -n compared on the 'basis of age. These findings
allowed the/e. -erimenter to Reject three of his four hypotheses
and tO cotilude that adult students can increase their recogni-
tion vocabularies through the direct study of instructor-pre-
pared wordlists which have essentially,no relationsili to the

while a
sarn e

Loll

remainder of the class work,
Iteferen ces that have possible aoplicatitm to future research

-are-i,11) A population more representative of the two -year col-
lege would contain significantly greater percentages of -Black
and other minority representation. (2) In several cases, the
sampling of vocabulary words Intleciduced for study might in-
clude words more immediately applicable to the average adult.
(3) While the experimenter chose two methods of vocabulary
instruction with rather broad bases 'end inherent in several
popnlae methods of stimulating vocabulary acquisition, per-
haps other studies utilizing different methods might provide
more comprehensive comparison data, (4) There is a possibil-
ity that With the same experimenter directing vocabulary study
In both groups, some degeee of instructor bias is operative on
the reSults obtained through the experiment.



AN INVESTIGATION OF TWO lilE7rHODS OF TEACHING
READI NG AND STUDY SKILLS TO SPECIALLY ADMIT.
774Er FIRSTeYEAR COLLEGE STUDENTS

Order No. 7730780

BUTTON, Jay Ed.P. 4Syracuse Unive 1977. 168pp,

This study investigated the effects of thefts of teach=
big, reading and study skills to specially admitted first y

tog* siudomt Effects on student's reacting achievement,
Their achievement In an istroductery psychology course, their
attitude tot, rd and point average were
studied. The two methods were the All ectit-ely Oriented Meth
(ACM) which tc i t coon chug oriented. stbdrt-centered apm
preach and the Cognitively Oriented IN.Iethed.(MI) which was
a traditiennl. teac"lier7clonnmited approach.- Both approaches
included similar !ri:iratolOos for helping students become more
effeetire With reading and studying. This study also sought to
generate doscviiptivo' rnalor lags about the methods (AOM and
COM) and to present informationdescribing the organizational,.
approach used.

Thefollowie hypotheses were -posited: 111: TreatmenteProup-
mean scores will riot be difierellifrom the control group on
rending nchieVetneel- Treatnient group mean scores :Will
not be different front Use control group on netitovorpCnt in psy
e holo;rgy H,, Treatment croup wean score,: will not be different
from the Control trbup on athetude toward reading-. FI,:_Treat-
mt;rit group grade point averages will not be different from the
control group.

Forty-two Office of Speeial Proerems students h volun-
teered to parncipate in a six.i.rcot.. summer program were the
subjects of thig study. These 42 students were randomly. as-
stened to two experimental- groups and one control grouP: The

'reading and study methods (AOhl and COM)..w4e-cicliyered to
the exnerimental stvderts within the cot texa of \a these credit
hour courseeach taught by the instructor who develOped=the
method. The control group students did not talc-ell'eacling and
study skills course. Instead, they enrollcd in sonic bitter three
credit hour course. All students took the same introductory
psycliolot course, at the same time:, from the,serne professor.
The psychology class met first each dayand was followed by the
reading and .study skills class for the experimental students:.
The control group students may'have attended their second .

class either before, or after the psychology class.' Each class
required six and one-quarter hours of weekly contact.with the
instructor.'

A factorial ANOVA (repeated measures) was used to test
the first three linmtheses. A comparison of scores' indicated'
no significant differences among groups on any of the variables
-investigated. thus failing to reject each of. the null hypotheses
1, 2 and 3.

A.facterial ANOVA was used to test the fourth hypothesis.
Comparison of score_s indicated no significant difference among
groups, thus falling-de reject the'null hypothesis.

Hypothesis two dealt with achievemat in art introductory
psychology course, It was found that the three groult , when ,

considered together. made significant improvements from pre
to.posttesting.

It was discovered that it iv-as difficult to locate detailed de-
scriptions of treatment procedures within the literature. It
waSlyiet an easy in atter to provide the details of the treatments
within this study. The organizational approach to this study
resulted in effective deployment of staff and facilities. In large
par t, this was possible because of prior cooperative success-
ful endeavors of the parties involved.

%Was concluded that the effects of the effectively and cog-
nitiveli oriented methods were about the same as one another
and no inetAod when senores related to reading achievement,
achievement in psychology, attitude toward reading and grade
point average were considered. '` 1

A STUDY OF me EFFECTS OF A ClITtRICULITM-CEN-_
TERED COLLEGE READING COURSE AND AN AFFEC-
TIVELY ORIENTED CURRICULUM-CENTERED COURSE ON
READING ACHIEVEMENT AND ATTITUDE TOWARD READ-
ING Orderr Na. 7806160

GRIFFIN, Edward Joseph, Ed.D. Hofstya University, 1977.
124pp.

There were two major purposes in this study. The first,
to examine the effects of college freshmen's verbalized

attitudes toward reacting on reading achievement: the second,
was to compare the effects of-two similar curriculum-centered

-tructional approaches on reading achievement and verbalized
anode toward reading. -The experiniental curriculum-centered
preach differed from the control group approach in that it
ized an affective treatrriOti Consisting of multiple teacher-

nitiated, individual studentene.taets diisinned to present the
instructor as a genuine, caringtond empathic person. To this
limited extent, the experirnentSiet. reatment reflected the think-

- Mg of Carl as ten the kint:1 of teacher-student relation-
ship that best facilitated learning.

The sample consisted of four intact class sections of Read-
ing 100 (N.68), assigned to the investigator as part 0f his fall,
1976 teaching schedule at Nassau D,ommunity College, All of
these students had scored between the 10th and 20th percentile
on the reading section of the college placement test and had
registered for Reading 100 after having been strongly counseled

to do so.
Trgours intact class sections were randomly assigned to ,

the experimental and the control treatment groups and then
pretested in verbalized attitude toward reading (Estes Attitude
Scale) and reading achievement (Diagnostic Reading Test:
Survey Section, Upper Level, Form A) in order to determine
group equivalency. The experimental and control treatment
groups we re again tested at seniestdr's end in order to deter-
mine mean group differences in attitude toward reading and
reading achievement. Both groups were also posttested to &-
termitic mean groupdifferences in final class grade and gtu 7

dent perception of the Instructor's affectiVe approach (Rola- ..

honship Inyentory).
Eleven null hypotheses were established to implement the

Purposes of the Investigation. All hypotheses were analyzed.
Airough the use of a two group, experiniettai-control group
design which utilized a t-test of the significance of the differ-

. ence between means. Rejection of the null hypotheses required
a mean difference- with a level of significance of .05 or better.

Analysis of the data generated by this investigation resulted
th e following findings: 1. The experimental and control
ups did not differ significantly in either verbalized attitude

toward reading or reading achievement as measured by the
Estes Attitude Scale and the Diagnostic Reading Test. 2. The

'; experimental treatment group perceived the instructor to be
significantly more affectiire in his instructional approach than
did the control treatment group. 3. There were no significant
differences between the experimental treatinent group and the
control treatment group in either verbalized attitude toward
reading or reading achievement as measured by the Estes At-
titude Scale and the-Diagnostic Reading Test: .Survey Section,
Form B, given as posttest. 4. When treatment was disre-
garded, however, students scoring in the top 25 percent or the
Estes Attitude Scale, given as posttest, scored significantly
higher 'in reading achievement and final class grade than stu-

. dents scordIng in the bottom 25 percent. 5. When treatment
was disregarded, students scoring in the top 25 percent on the
Relationship Inventory, given as posttest, did not score signifi-
cantly higher in reading achievement or final class grade, than
students scot-ding in the bottom 25 percent. They did, however,
score significantly higher in verbalized attitude toward reading,:



The following conclusions follow from the findings a! this
investigation: I. An affecivaly oriented curriculum -c entered
Instructional red!hgpproach, bseed to a limited degree on
Rogerian prjnlo[ effectige Inter-personal relationships,
was not significantloge effective in producing positive at-
titude toward reading'ajid hlghir reading achieveme,t than a
similar Curricu1Um-Cerzteredjnstruc tiojal approch without
the affective inpul 2; When treatment was disregarded, atti-
tude toward resding appasred to be itositively related tu
achievement in readlng. 3. When treatment was disregarded,
student perception of'se irtsti-tjctar's affectiveness appeared
to be slg7lificantly related only to attitude toward reading. No's)
students perceived their instrucicr in terms of his genuinniess,
caring, k.nd empathy did not appear to significantly affect per-
Formanc in reading.

SELF=PEIICFIVEI) RIiADING STATUS OF ZN'fIUNG
COLFG-E FRESHML'N, CEIlTRAL COLLEGE, PELLA,
'CtV., l°Th

1-IUIZEIt, Jo'e Buarda, EdD.
Drake Gnivurity, 197'l

Adviser: Pr. Paul' Plakely

A survey of current lite?ature indica,ed clearly that there
was a natiwids decline jn reading achievement levels for en-
taring ccilegg freshmen, It was considered Sppropriate EQ curl-
duct a study clontributing to htter understsndjng. of college
reading improvement progtamris. Tti aspect of such ,rogt-atns
chosen for study was the selection and diotivatió of students
entering tliam. -

Thu .,Tlne question investigated in this study won:
I the entering Central College freshman's self-perception of
his/her status freding abilities and needs valid as related to
a standardized measurement of reading performance?

Procedure, Data cjection'included information frn the
American College Test (ACT), the Nelson -DenpyReading Teat,
and a nnn-tsrdized Survey of Reading Skills SRS). The
subjects werC divided into two groups fr comparative lurpoaca.
The Self -Referr5l Gtoup consisted of subjects who had re-
sPonded positive'y to the ACT Statement 21, 9 need help in
reading speed and comprehension." The Non Self-Referral
Group had resnnded negatively to khe above stalCmCOt. Matched
pairs were sectioned into subgroups according to self-rating
ranges on hid 5TS. A two-way analysis of variances, acith the
Nelson-Denny Reading Test scores serving as the dependent
variable, vaa selected as the 1-niost appropriate statistical
model for the data

Findinnas. 'The findings include: ii Thr was's significant
difference betwel-nn NelgonDttinv composite raw scores fur tine
Self -Hefrral Group and the Non Self-Referral Group. 2) There
was a sllitttcally significant difference in nierali Nétsbn -Denny
Iluadinig Test scores fnr students who elf -cafe at the "high"
"middle anti lw' ranges cnn the Su rvcy.nnf lte:tciinig Skills - -

) Cr'nsidernnig then Nelson-l1':ngveonnpnntte ri-nv scLiroa.)tiure
was not -t;td-tically nnnifns dot innternictien butivicin the Ainnr-
irinnCol-eeTnr;L Sclf-ltc'frr:Nnni Self-ITlefrnr sort Inc n'esnnnn'se's

-di the S:nrrcv of Rnidhniç Slcilli,
('nnnnclni'i na 11w concicnvtonns Igoin the study follow: 1) Eu-

dnit -n-n ho djd nun( aghF-rnsfr'rfrr help on the Student Profile
SOeItiln of tip A:rr'rin'ni Cello Test scored gitgtfi cannily
hinn' nn Nelson -Dernn Itwltng Test than ti self -refer
raIn. - rn'n ''hichi '!f-r nt-;nl 'tech' nfl tine illS nirnnrcni

i:;nnifirantiv higher' on tine Niso-Prninnv Ileantin Test l-h5u
thnoal. who s)'lf ranked in the nnictdlci" and the 'low" ranges cf
the 5115, The group which self -i",Lnl:erl nit the niiddla" lavOl of
the iRS scare-ni significantly higher cnn the Nelson-Danny 11usd-
in Test mt-nan the group which soil -scored 'Slow" a te SItS,
3) lioth he ACT Self-Referral Group an-nd tIre ACT' Hors Self-
Referral Gro-nnp scored from .9ow" to 'Inigh" 1-anges on the -Sur-
ray of [leading Skills and urn thi Nelson-Denny Reading Test.
Ttrerafos'e. it was not c-ni:cludrlct ltit all students who say, 'Yea,
I need help ira reacting speed and comprehension, -, ill achieve
at low levels on a standardiactl reading- achievement tot or on
a non-standardized self -evluative inatruniennL
-

icunnnaer1dationE Recommendations resulting from the
study are: 1) Corroborative ink'estigatinns involving the valid-
ity of American Upgge Teat Student Profile Serthondata are
needed, 9) Furthe'r validation of Ole Survey of [leading Skills
appearsnppreriwte. 3) In the survey rif literature, he inVeti
gato fou5d documenecI evidence thac reading scores of ehter-
ing college students have declined in recent years. However,
studies which ases the specific reading needs of college
freshmen are lacking. 4) Since-the investigator found data In
the literature which challenge the effectiveness of the reading
lab on the college campus, other methods tor teaching reading
skills at the college level need to bereearched. 5) Although
,the study has shown a highctegree nE validity in students' e1f-
referral ann the ACT, there are nevertheless sonic tudCnt
hang low reading achievement scores wha do not self-refer
on the ACT. Tire reasons for this phenomenon warrant ex-
ploration. Order No, 77-28,815, 106 pages.

EFFCTS OF WORD KNOWLEDGE AND SYNTAX ON Tj'IE
REAlING COMPREHENSION OF HIGH RIS? UNIVERSITY
FRESIMEN . Order No. 7804278

KOWAL, Patricia D., PhD: Southern flhinai University -at
Carbondale, 1977. 95pp. Chairman: Dr. Margaret Hill

This study was designed to test the folloring hypotheses:
1. Students instructed in difficult vocabulary contained in a
standardised test pf reading comprehension will perform sig-
nificantly better in reading con'rprhenian than students not
receiving that instructIon. 2. .Tdere will be a, positive corre-
lation between scores on a tt df English snta,x and scores
on a standardized test of reading comprehension.

One hundred fifty-three high risk university Irerlhmen, en-
rolled in University 101, spring semester, 1976 wéi'çiricluded
in the study. /

till students took Psrts 1 and S of the MeG ra'w-Ntll Basic -

SkI1l System, pn Test, Form B; a vocabulary pre-tst
testing words identified as nintth grade or higher according to
the Thorndlke-Lorge frequency count which appeared on the
alternate form of the McGraw-Hill test; and a syntax test
similar In format to, the Tes'tof Epglish as a Foreign Language.
Students in ti-ne experimental group (N100) then received in
struction (n the words On the vocabulary pre-test while students
tnt the control group (i'R53) received inStruction in skills not
related to a'eading (writing and library research).

Following completion of the instructional period, all,.students
were adnniriiste red thrl vocabulary post-test covering the same
words as the pre-test and the McGraw-Hill Basic Skills System,

Farm A.
The testing program was ana1yz with the following results:

1. Students inn the e,cperirnentai group scored significantly
-- higher on the vocabulary post test than did the control group.

2. There was no difference bdtween the experimental and con-
tral groups-on the reading comprehension post-test, 3. There
was no sig'Tlificaot difference between pre- and pOst-test gains
in vocabulnini and ?re- and post-test gains on tine reading com-
prehension sub'-tet. 4. Therewas no significant correlation
between reading comprehension scares and scores on he test
of English syntax. -

i -'I



Based n tiese results, the investigator concluded that stu-dentslifth 1,experPnental
group did learn the difficult Vocabu-lary tatighVuring the experimental sessions but this learningdid not p4uce an increase in the reading comprehension ofthis group. .

In addition, the.experimeriter
concluded that the syqta.x testwas not suitable fox'high risk college freshmen although sixconstructions appeared on the test which caused difficultiesfor atleast'20% of the students taking the test.

'A SURVEY OF NEW JERSEY STATE. COLLEGE et 'ADING
PROGRAMS AND RESULTING RECOMMENDKITONS

Order No 7732777

LYNN, Jo'eAnn M., Ed.D Roston University School of Eiluca-
Lien, 1977. 129pp. Major Professor: Thomas E. Cuiliton, Jr.

Purpose

The purpose of thi., investigatiori was to develop recom-
mendations reflecting the beliefs and preferences of reading
personnel in conjunction with the literature in the fie in rela-
tion to selected aspects of college reading program:, The--
areas considered were student selection; advleeci,
or mandatory participation; academic credit; grading r yetenis;'
evaluation of student performance; major objectives,, tailor
components; and suggested areas for improvement of I ii, rend-
.Mg program.

procedure
The investigator conducted an interview at cool eight

colleges comprisipg the State College System of New jt:rEcy.
The participant at each institution was questioned in terms,of
lhecurrent status, the ideal situation, and the rationale for the
ideal situation for each of the areas being investiglied. The
findings of these interviews,7as,well 'as the pertinent literature,
were utilized to offer recommendations for the programmatic
aspects included in the survey.

Result nd Conclusions
The range of responses to the interview varied act.oeling

to the areas of concern. There did not appear t6 be an aware-
ness of other programs concerning the areas of investigation;
there was also no indication of an awareness of the kleaiized
goals of other institutions in relation to these areas, he in-
vestigator recommends that a standing channel of coxmenice-
tion be developed to foster awareness between the inveivee
personnel at the State Colleges of New Jersey.

Recommendations were based on the stated preferent_es of
the polled faculty in concert with the relevant literature in the
field. Programmatic decisions were made within the contex4
of compatibility of individual segments with each other and with
the total program.

The researcher recommends that student selection be made
according to a combination of SAT scores, additional testing,
and Belt-referral; the program be mandatory for those students
scoring below a pre-determined level; academic credit be
granted to students successfully completing the program; the
ereigram be graded on a pass/fall basis; student performance
be evaluated according to individualgrowth as determined by
teacher evaluation supplemented by examination; the major
program objectives: be improvement of reading and study skills
and IMproVement of academic performance; the major come
ponents he improvement of comprehension and study skills;_.,
and that further individualization and greater incorporation of
acadernic area materials be the primary areas for iniprovike
mont.

A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF THE EFFECTS OF THE USE
OR NON-USE OF SUSTAINED SILENT READING ON READ-
ING SMILE -PROFICIEKY AND SELF-CONCEPTS OF
COLLEGE STUDENTS ENGAGED IN A TRADITIONAL
DIAGNOSTICS PRESCRIPTIVE _PROGRAM Order Ne. 7802927

HARDY, S.Sp.S., Sister Mary, Ph.D. University of Southern
Mississippi, 1977. 131pp.

Purpose pf the Study

The purpose-of the study was to determine the effects of
Sustained Silent Reading (SSR) on the reading-study skills
habits of college students as a facet of adiagnostic and pre-
scriptive reading skill development course, Specific purposes
were:- (a) to determine if students using the daily SSR showed
a significantly different pattern in the specific skill-areas of
comprehension, vocabulary development, and reading rate than
students not using SSR as a practice technique; (b) to deter
mine if the students in the high, medium, and low achiever
categories who engage in SSR scored differently than do high,
medium, and low students not in SSR; (c) to determine if col-
lege students' self-concepts in several areas related to school
stu y, and sell differed after exposure and non-exposure to the
SSR ctice condition.

Methods

Fifty -f - college students enrolled in the University of
Southern Lissippi's Fall Quarter Reading Improvement
Program (CIF 334) were administered the California Reading
Test (CRT) and the Nelson -Denny Reading Test (NDRT) (pre -
and poSttests) and the Semantic Differential Self Concept In-
ventory (SDSCI). The three sections of students were divided
into control and treatment groups. A probability level of .05
Was required for establishing statistical significance of the
hypotheses.

Hi, 'evaluating differences in control and SSR groups, was
tested using 3 t tot analysis on the.generated series of reading
skills in the form of their related subhypotheses. For 1-12, a t
test of significance between the group mean= of.each subtest-
of total scores (CRT and NDRT) was computed (Or each treat-
ment and control grouniea (hich, medium, and low achievers).
Ali ancilliary investigation was conducted to determine relative

,-gain of both groups taken as a whole over a quarter.of
hem and, also, to determine if no-gain might perhaps be mask-
ing treatment effect. To test H3, each of the eight subcategories
of self - concept as measured by the SDSCI was correlated and
the correlation conipared between treatment and control groups.
NSSR and 5SI1 group means t tests determined if differences
in attitudes existed.

Results

(a) Na significant difference existed between (SSR) and
(NSSR) groups on each of the CRT' and NURT subtests and
total scores; (b) No significant difference was found between
the means of each group's subtest scores in 39 out of 42 pos-
sible comparisons. An exception toothe overall research hy-

NSSR group, surpassed the SSR expeitmental group
noted when the group mean comparison of the

NSSR
NDRT total. The other two exceptions were misleading,

since they actually reflected cells with no variance. Although
the specific treatments of SSR and control appeared to pro-
dace no significant effect when posttest scores were considered,
the reading skill development course itself 'seemed to reflect
a pattern of significant gains throughout the quarter. In re-
gard to 113, SSR students reflected more positive sterns on the
SDSCI than did students in the control group as shown by a
higher mean score of positive attitudes toward the program,
Improvement of Study. Correlation analysie, however, indi-
cated significance for the NSSR group w\ith four semantic
differential stems (myself, mysif to be in college newt se-
mester, like myself to be, ancb len I am writing) and none for-
the SSR group total scores when they were correlated with the
eight semantic differential variables and the CRT mid
subskills scores,



Conclusions

None of the 3 hypotheses was totally accepted. However,
combined treatment and control scores indicated significant,
gain for the quarter,

le analysis of the data indicated 'no treatment differ-
s between NSSR- and SSR groups, subjective . expressions
t student evaluations,indicated extremely positive affective

cha toward reading. A question still remains concerning
the measurement of.the reading process and the effect that
SSR would have on an adequately ineasirCed process.

THE 'IMPLICATIONS OF STUDENT LEARNING STYLES FOR
PRESCRIBING READING SKILL DEVELOPMENT STRATE

%GIES FOR COMMUNITY COLLEGE STUDENTS

ROBERTSON, Pledad F.', Ed.D.
Florida Atlantic University, 1977

Major Adviser: Dr, Joe Cook

This study established the effectiveness of matching pre
scriptions In an Individualised reading program to the learning
styles of students at the Community College level. The Stull+
was made at Miami -Dade Community College (South) during \
the Winter Term, 1977 Two questionnaires were administei\ed
to measure the experimental and control group 1 students' per-
ception of the learning experience and to measure the experi-
mental and control group 1 instructors' perception of the stu-
dents.

Several hypotheses were tested: (1) Would the experimental
group have significantly higher posttest scores than the control
groups? (2) Would sex, age, and ethnicity significantlydnflu-
ewe scores? (3) Would the attitude of the experimental grou
toward the learning experience he significantly different from
the attitude of control group 1? Instructors' percePti5ns of
student progress in the experimental and control groups were
examined but not included in a statistical analysis because of!
the small number involved.

The literature was reviewed before selecting a reading test
and a learning style measuring instrument. Also examined I
were other studies that established affiliation, modality and
content dimensions of a student's processing system as impor-
tant individual learning characteristics.

The Nelson7Denny Reading Test (1974) was chesen to mea
sure the effectiveness-of the study in terms of pretest and post-
test scores. Students with a mean score of 47 or helbw were
assigned to Block I and those above 47 were assigned to Block

2, All diagnostic testing was done during the first weeks of
the term,

, The Learning Style Inventory (Canfield & Lafferty, 1974)

was selected to determine the students' learning styles. Stu-
dents were selected for this study whose learning style was
teacher affiliation, with either an iconic or a listening mode
of learning, and with a-preference for numeric, qualitative,
inanimate or people content. Subjects were classified accord-
ing to six combinations of these styles.

Students enrolled in the college Reading Laboratory were
randomly assigned to the experimental group (113 students)
or to one of three control groups (302 students). For students
in, the experimental group, learning styles as well as reading
levels were matched to reading materials that had been pie--
viously classified according to modality and content. Instruc-
tors were informed of the studeqW styles and were asked to
establish a close-working relationship with the students inClud-
Mg frequent opportunities to discuss progress; select goi115
and give personal encouragement. Learning Styles,of control
group 1 students, although known by the researcher, were not
shared with instructors, and,-therefore, were not used in pre-
scribing reading materials, Control groups land 3 were net
subjected to previously matched instructional stn

The major findings of this study showed the signing
effect of blocking as well as the significant interaction effect
of blocking and matching of modality and content preference
materials.' Sex was found not to have a significant influence
on the scores at the students. On the other hand, the effeet
ethnicity, as well as age, was significant in some instances.
The experimental students' responded more positively to their
learning experience, as reported in the student questionnaire,
than did control group 1 students. Instructors of the eXheritne
tal students were positive about their students' progress but

reported a need for more, materials in their responses to the

Instructor questionnaire.
It was concluded that the tests selected were valid and re-

liable for this study. The results obtained by the experime
group students showed that matching produced higher means
In posttest scores. The sex and age factors did.not influence
the students' final scores to the degree that the ethnic factor
did.

It was recommended that further similar research be done

in the matching of student learning style and reading materials,
Order No. 77-26,784, 349 page&

THE TWOYEAR COLLEGE READING PROG A1vIt A RA
TIONALE, A REVIEW, AND A- PROGRAM DESIGN.

Order No. 7807381

SCOTT, Neil Anderson, Ph.D. The University of Tenets at
Austin,, 1977: 1130pp. Supervisor: CharleS It. Paine, Jr

This study had three objectives: (1) To establish the ra
nale that due to excessive heterogeneity in the two-year col,
student body, instructional needs of students are diverse and
unique, necessitating specially-designed reading programe:
(2) To identify common elements in current two-year college
reading programs, and (3) To supply guidelines for 'designing
and operating a two-year college reading program.

In compliance with the first of these objectivhs, a needs aa-
sessment study`traced the origin and development of the two- ,
year college to examine the nature and edUcational pale of tWo-
year college students today. '

To comply with the second objective, a review of current
trends and practices in two-year college reading inStructiOn
establishes that certain commog Characteristics exist In two-
year college reading programs. The review treated objective5
and course deqcriptions, materials, teaching personnel, pre-
grain evaluation, and instruction...

In achieving the third objective, the writer presents a proto-
type for a college reading program desig-n which includes guide-
lines for the development and operation of a program fretn its
Inception. Features of the design include preliminary prece-
dures, pro'grarn planning, purchasing, physicalklayout, and Im-
plementation and evaluation of ate program: The design 10 based
on an actual two-year college reading program.-

The study concludes -with a discussion of benefits of 3 tlizor
year college reading program such as the one designed here.



T CiF "QUESTIO ING ST TEGIES ON [DRAWING

ES -111' RE ADIN G Order No. 7808492

elyn D., Ph.D. New York Llnlversity, 1977. 12ipp,
Josephine P. Ives

3st predicted that there would be both..mdin
id an Interaction effect for methods of instruction and

tot vocabulary knowledge in the ability to make inferences
reading; A two-way analysis of ariance was calculated with
Otipl arid vocabulary, as the independefrit variables, 'and the

eiwt7e on the Reading for Understanding Test as the dependent
%int.:Ale, The hypothesis -was only partially confirmed.; The F
Altus, for the main "effects were significabt, brit the F ratio to

st tNe interaction was not significant.
4 series eif).tnultiple contrasts between the groups, using
effe's test vliit the regressed differsce score as the depen-

variable, we ccimputed to test hypothes'es 2,` 3, 4, and-5.
enhd hypo _esis, which.predicted that the treatment '

sidered as a whole would be more successful in their
aice inferences in reading than the control group,

firmed. The third hypothesis, which predicted that
Rig% tons based on convergent production would produce more
soctess itt the e,bilf-ty to make infezaricesiir. readiqg than gues-
Polio based on evaluation, was confirmed. The fourth hypothe-
00, which predicted that questions based on convergent produc-

,tion.' would produce more success in the ability to make

infnMices in treading than questions based ontlivergpnt procluc-
llcut, Was confirmed: The fifth hypothesis, which predicteclOe
citt,sliorip based on evaluation would produCe more success in. .

the ';iility to make trJerertoe's in reading than questions based.
(Jilin-gent production, was rejected., t ,

The purpose of this study was to inve9tigate the effect of
different kinds of written questions, used to'stimulate specific
kinds Of inferential thinking, on inferential comprehension in
reading, The study was,corklucted at York College, City Unix
verssity of New York,'using entering ,cbllege freshmen who were
lirog,rarnroeci for a basic reading skills course as participants.
five hypotheses were tested to determine the effect of different
kinds of written questions On inferential comprehension in read-

ing,
tirsino Guilford's theory of the Structure of Intellect, three

lventinent groupi 1.v e re formed to correspond to three of Gull-
turd` operations -- convergent prciduction, evaluation, and di-
"verent production. The 183 participants were randomly as-
Aigned to the three treatment groups and the control group.
4flo.t.;ate sets of questions were written for,each treatment'
,mot), The questipns for the convergent production group were

truetured.so that was directed toward the generation
one onsWe'r. The questions for the evaluation group we're °

tired to encourage the making of decision by checking

The facts to delermi_np the best conclusion from a group of atter-
natives, The questionsifbr the divergent production group were
4tructorAd to allow for the generation of a variety of responses,
`I'lle inateriald,were self-instructional accompanied by prepared

-sins sheets with n o t 9-l'acti_ intervention. The control grOup
en exercises related a the identification of topics; no
°s were involved in th_ ,e exercises.

sed on the findingsthe following conclusions were drawn:
(1) s for ieferenceS is a teachable and a measurable s_kill,
(2 ) WoWord knowledge doe's not appear to interact with methods of
!halm c.tLOri..(3).Questipns can:structure the learning situation
Itintgeide Ai:Wenis to make the correct responses in making M-
iele/Ices:in reading .(4) A structured .0ep-by-step procedure-sceins to produce success in making inferences in reading.
(S)Sell-instructional materials can be effective in teaching the

and feed-bao is adequate.
IlbalKitig of trtferenee Deadin'g when the instructions are ex-
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