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i The number of degrees awiuded at the bachelor 8 nnd higher levels increased by 84 1 percent between
" 1965-66 and 1974-75.. By level, these increases were: v -
Bachelor’s/— 77.4 percent ' S T g
First-professional — 85.4 percent S
Master’s — 108.6 percent | - ST : _ ‘ T '
,IvDoct'or’s -, 86 9. percent \ : R ‘ o ' BN
-2 'I’he percentage of degrees awarded to women increased at aii levels By 1974-75,,w;'omen feceived:
454 percent of all bachelor’s qegrees ) . : e
125 percent of all first- professronal degrees ”
448 percent of all master’s degrees ' . ‘ : . .
21 3 petcent of all dOctor s degﬂees - s ' };‘ o
. . . s I
3. 'I’he percentage of degrees awaided by private institutions has declmed at aii levels. Betwee;r 1965-66 and °
C 1974 75, this percentagedechned from: - _ ,
g 40 3 percent to 31.2 percent of-all bachelor’s’ degrees
L 60 6 percent to 57.5 percent of all first-professional degrees ,
;40,1 percent to 33.7 percent of ali master’s degrees g
© 409 percent to 349 percent of ali doctor ] degrees

B

<

~

, Ty S 4 In 1974 75, bachelor s degrees awarded decirned for the ﬁrst time in.20 years. This was primarily due to de-
cline in the discipline drvrsrons of s0cral sciences ,letters, and education. - o .
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i " FOREWORD. o

< ’ ’ " kN .l"
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The basis for this report/1Js the data collected by the National Center for Education

-;Statlstlcs (NCES) on the survey instrument “Degrees and Other, Formal Awards Con-

v

" Theodore H. Drews Acting D1rector

ferred” — a part of the Higher Education General Information Survey (HEGIS) conducted
annually by NCES. The data in this report have been published in annual Teports emltled
Earnetl” Degrees Conferred. N -
. This -report is one in an increasing number’ of pubhcatlons focuslng on trends. and
significance of data co]]ected by NCES. The Centet Welcomes ‘comments on these
reports. - -

‘The cooperanon of the college and university ofﬁcxals who supphed the )hstltutlonal

_data is gratefully acknoy;ledged Their work in prepanng the suryey. responses' has made

o !

this report poss1ble . . -

.. 'Edith M-Huddleston, Acting Chief
Higher Education Surveys Branch
Division of Survey Planmng and Analysis ’ o
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., INTRODUCTION

N Q“

V ‘The 10-year period 1965-66 through 1974-75 was one of notable growth in higher
education. As is discussed in il in section I of this report, the number of degrees
awarded increaséd substantnally every level (bachelor’s, master’s, doctor’s, and first-
professional). It was a time of increased interest in the representation of women in higher

* education, and section II focuses on the number and propbftions of men and ‘of women
at each degree level, In addmon the period®witnessed a decreasing proportion of the
degrees at each level awarded by private institutions. Section III emphasizes the number
of degrees,awarded, by control and level of institution. Section IV analyzes the pattern of
degrees awarded, by d1scxplme division and by level for the 5-year period 1970-71 through
1974-75, Discipline dmslons which experienced the largest change$ in numbers of degrees
awarded are further analyzed in terms of specialties. At .the bachelors level, changes in
numbers of degrees awarded in selected specialties (and thus changes in manpower
supply) are compared with the projected demand for workers in these areas, using ifi* -
formation from the Bureau of Labor StatlSthS
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., . EARNED DEGREES, BY LEVEL
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a - The‘ total number degrees' awarded at the the percentage of- bachelor’s degrees decreased and
bachelor’s, master’s, doctyr’s, and first-professional “the percentage of master’s and ﬁm¢professional de-
s levels durmg( the entjre 10-year period was. ~ grees increased. = -
10,711,130. Of this number, 73.0 percent were , o
. bachelor’s, 2055 percent were master's, 2.7 percent, A BACHELORSDEGR}::ES' o

were doctor’s, and 3.8 percent were first- professional v ' . Co o
degrees. (See table 1) - , . The total nimber of bachelor’s degrees awarded

S during the 10-year period was 7,814,147. Table 2 and "
figure 1 show the number of bachelor s degrees

Table 1 —Number of deg;'ees awarded, 1965- awarded annually increased from” 525,265 in 1965-66

66 through 1974-75, by level L. . t0' 954,376 in 1973-74, then decreased to 931,663 in
— ., 1974-75. Thus, the number of bachelor’s degreez’
Level . Numbel: %of total ~ awarded was 77.4° percent larger in 1974-75 than i

o — _ - 1965-66. (See table 3.) This percentage increase in
_» Bachelor’s 7,814,147 73.0 \&whelor’s‘degrees durin'g‘the 10-year period was the .

Master’s 2,200,310 205 smallest growth rate among the four degree levels.

Doctor’s _ 286,196 . - 27 Apparently, an increasing proportion of the baccalau-

First-professional . 410477 - 3.8 . reate recipients has been going on to earn advanced

Total : .10,711,130 100.0° ~ degrees,

. 24
«  The total n‘umbé'r of cfegrees~ awarded each year B. MASTFWS DEGREES . ¢

increased  from 714,624 in 1965-66 to 1,320,739 in | - o
1973.74, then decreased to 1,315,659 in '1974-75 The total number of master's degrees awarded
{ (pnmanly because of a decrease in bachelor’s degrees ~ during the 10-year period- was 2,200,310. The

awardqd in 1974-75). (See table 2.) The total number fumber of Amaster’s degrees awarded apnually in-
of degrees awarded in 1974-75 was 84.1 percent  Crgased St ily throughput the:pericd, from 140,772

larger than the number awarded in 1965-66, (See - in 1965 6 293,651 in 1974-75. (See table 2 and
table 3.) R figure 1.) The. numbe? of master’s degrees awarded

'The percentage dxstnbutnon of degrees among  Was’ 108.6 percent larger in 1974-75 than in 1965- 6

. levels at the end of the 10-year period differed from - <S¢ table 3.) The percentage increase in mast T
that at the beginning (see table 3) in regard to bache- degrees for the 10-year.period was$ the largest among
lor’s and raster’s degrees, .but not in: regard to -the four degree levels.
doctor’s or ﬁrst-professwnal degrees. . Bachelor’s
degrees were 73.5 percent of the degrees awardedin  C. DOCTOR’S DEGRE
1965-66 and 70.8 percent of those awarded in g ‘
1974-75. This decrease was counterbalanced by an '~ The total number of dbctor’s degrees' awarded
increase in the percentage of master’s degrees, which from 1965-66 through 197475 was 286,196. Table 2
changed from 19.7 percent in 1965-66 to 22.3 per- and figure 2 show the number of doctor’s degrees,
cent in 1974-75. Doctor’s degrees accounted for 2.6 awarded annually increased from ﬁS 239 in 1965- 66
percent in Poth years; first-professional degrees for

‘4.2 percent in 1965-6 3 percent i T5. T colowine d
2 Th Peth al lch 6 and 4.3 pe.rcer'lf m'1974 75. 1The following degrees that contain the term ‘“doctor” are / -
us, the only change in the distribution of degrees  inciuded under first-professional degrees, ‘below: D.D.S., A

-

among levels-between 1965-66 and 1974-75 was that D.M.D, DO, D.P,D.PM,DVM,JD,MD, 0D, PodD. ", ,

o . s &
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Ta?lr)le 2, Number of degrees awﬁrded 1965-66 through 1974-75, by level and year e

Year All levels Bachelor’s - Master s Doctor’s First-prof.
1965-66 " 714,624 525,265 140,772 18,239 "30,348f
1966-67 r 773,375 562,942 157,892 20,621 - 31,920
196768 ¢ 871,832 , 637,337 177,150 23,091 34,254
1968-69 990,286 - 734,002 194414 . 26,189 - 35,681

69-70 11,072,581 798,070 209,387 29,872 . 35,252
970:71 +"1,147,98; * 846,110 ¢ 231,48 32,113 " 38,276
1971-72 1,224,02 894,110 .~ - 252,774 - © 33,369 43,774
1972-73 1,280,022 930,272 ©264,525 . - 34,790 50,435

197374 - 1,320,739 954,376 278,259 % 33,826 54278
197475 ‘ 1,315,659 - - g3, 663 293,651 34,086 56,259
/ 1965-66 o ' - no T '
through 10,711,130 a 7,814';147 2,200,310 286,196 | 4{0477
197475 . ) ' S
L ‘ | R
Table 3.—Number of degrees awarded, 1965-66 and 1974-75, by level ’
1965-66 ¢ 1974.75
\ Percentage
Percent Percent - increasel
Level - Number of total Nuamber ?Stotal 1965-66 - 1974-75
Bachelor’s 525265 7 735 J 931 663 70,8 774
Master’s 140,772 - 19.7 % - 293,651 23~ 1086 .
Doctor’s 18,239 2 26 34,086 2.6 86.9
First-professional 30,348 42 54,259 4.3 854
Total - /4 714624 | 100.0 1,318,659 100.0 . 84.1
. " 1
.toa maxlmum of 34 790 in 1972-73, decreased to degrees As shown in table 2 and ﬁgure 2, the

33 826 in*1973-74, then increased slightly to 34,086
in 1974-75. Thus, the number of doctor’s degrees
awarded in 1974-75 was 86.9 percent larger than the
number awarded in 1965-66 (see table 3), con-
tributing to the widely perceived oversupply of
Ph.D’s in 1975 and 1976. : .

~

D. F IRST-PROF ESSIONAL DEGREES

.} From 1965- 66 through 1974-75 410,477 first-
professwnal degrees were dwarded in the exght disci-

pline specialties included among first-professional

2 .

;9‘

Tumber of fust-professwnal degrees awarded in-

_creased annually from 30,348 in 1965-66 to 35 681

% As used in this pubhcation, a fust-professional degree meets

-the following four criteria:

1. It signifies- the completion of the academic require-
.ments to begin practice in the profession; (2) it is
based on a program tequiring at least 2 years of col-
lege work prior to entrance; (3) at least 6 academic ,

years of college work :F required tp complete the de-
4

gree programy, includifg- prior requiréd college work
plus the length of ‘the professional curriculum itself;

and (4) it is in one of the following specialties: dent{s-

try, medicine, optometry, osteopathic medicine, po-

diatry, veterinary medicine, law, theology.
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Number of Degrees Awarded -

" in'1968.69,

"E. SUMMARY

1974- 5 t.han'm 1965-66 (See table 3‘)°

\' . ~ ' - ’

| _"7' '

. Figure 2.~Number of dGctor’s and first-professional degres awarded, by'year .
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creased slightly to 35,252 in 1969-70,
then, increasefl ‘sharply to 56,259 in -1974-75. The .
number of degrees awarded was'85.4 percent fa argerin

Lmel s

Y

tnbut{mg srgniﬁcantly to the 84.1 percent mcrease in

s . —

Master’s: degrees -more than doubffi during the -
10-year period (1965-66  through 1974-75), con- -

M

/{85'86 68-87 87-68 68-69 69—70 7071 71-72 72-73 73-74 74-75

+degrees. conferred at; all 'levels. The largest numerrcal =

. occurred  at- the .

incréase (two-tlurds of ‘the increase for all” degre@)
bachelor s.level. Yet: bachelor S L
degrees\were increasing at a ]ower rate than degrees at”

any- of the other-three levels. R
Conversely, the percentage 1ncrease'm number of -

: master’s degrees’ awarded (108.6' percent) was larger

than that at each’ of the other levels. Thus, master's -

' degrees accounted for a‘larger. percentage of the total -
_ degrees awarded in 197475 than in 1965-66. The

_mcrease in master’s degrees is not drr’eetly related to

“ ‘i o g
1 . v/' -

.
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é’g the number of bachelor’s awards; probably due to the

- the Ph.D

differential impagt of labor market conditions at
se levels- Fot instance,vmasters degrees may be

'obtamed in order to upgrade quahflcanons in areas in
ospects are poor at the bache- -
lor's degree level. Also, master’s degrees are in--

which employment

reasingly awarded routmely dunng progress towards
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Doctor’s degrees and first-professional degrees-
grew at rates of 86.9 percent and 85.4 percent,
respectively, over the 10-year period. These increases -
were just slightly larger than the total increase (84.4

_percent) in degrees. Therefore, the percentage repre-

sentations of degrees accounted for by doctor’s and
first-professional degrees did not change substantlally
during the period. - .
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/

EARNED DEGREES BY LEVEL
AND BY SEX OF RECIPIENT

Of the 10,711,130 degrees -awarded during the.

440,427\in 1965-66 to 765,529 in 1973-74, then
decreased to 746,588 in 1974-75 (the number was"
69.5 percent larger in 1974-75 than in '1965- 66)

grees awarded women increased each year of the
%year period, from 274,197 in 1965-66 to 569,071

in 1974-75, an increase of 107.5 percent. I

Women earned .38.4 percent of all degrees in
1965-66, and 43.3 percent in 1974-75 (See table 5.)

markedly by degreé level, with the largest’ percentage
representation at the bachelor’s'level (43.7 percent of
all bachelor’s degree reCipients during the’10-year

period) and the smallest percentage representation at .

the first-professional degree level (7.0 percent of -
first-professional degree recrprents dunng the 10-year
period). As indicated in table 5 and in figure 3, the
percentage representation of women among degree
recipients ihcreased at all leve}s between 1965- _6£gnd
1974-75. 7
—

.
/.
s

-~ A. BACHELOR’S DEGREES

The number of men receiving bachelor’s degrees
increased annually from 1965-66 through 1973-74,
then decreased by 4.2 percent in 1974-75 (694 per-
cent larger in 1974-75 than in 1965-66). (See table
4) The number of women _receiving bachelor’s
degrees also increased annually from 1965-66 through
1973-74, then decreased by .1 percent in 1974-75
(89.5 percent larger in 1974-75 than.in 1965-66).
Due to the greater proportional growth in degrees
awarded to women than in degrees awarded to men,
the percentage representation of women among
bachelor’s degree récipients increased from 42.5 per-
cent in 1965:66 to°45.4 percent in 1974-75. (See
table S and figure 3.)

14°

the representation of women differed -

.
- o

-'__B. -MASTER’S DEGREES N
10-year period, 4369 SI3 (40.8 percent) ~were o
awarded to women. (See table 4.) The number of
degrees awarded to men increased annually, from

bt

The number of men and th‘e number of women
receiving master’s. degrees increased annually from :
1965-66 through, 1974.75. (See table: 4). Master’s -
degrees 'to men increased by 74.0 percent between -

. 1965-66 and 1974-75. Thé number of women re-

ceiving master's degrees was 176.4 percent larger in

- 197475 ‘than at the begmmng of the 10-year period. \

The larger proportronal increase in the numbers of
women'’ receiving master's degrees resulted in-an in-

- crease in the percentage representation of women

among master’s. degtee recipients from 33.8 percent
in 1965-66 to 44.8 percent.in 1974-75. (See table S-
and figure 3.) Whereas women received-a niuch lower

“proportion of master’s than of bachelor’s degrees

awarded in 1965-66, in 1974-75 women accounted
for nearly the same proportion of master’s degree®
recipients as of bachelor’s degree recipients. :

In [
.

C. DOCTOR’S DEGREES

The number of men receiving doctor’s degrees in-
creased afinually ‘from 1965-66 through 1972-73,.
then decreased by 4:2 percent in 1973-74 and by
another 2.0 percent in 1974-75, resulting in a 66.4
percent increase in 1974-75 over 1965-66. (See table
4.) In each year of the 10-year span, the number of
woymen receisng doctor’s degrees increased, and was
243.1 percent larger in 1974-75 than-in 1965-66.

Women received 11.6 percent of doctoral degrees in 'Bﬂ

1965-66 and 21.3 percent in 1974-75. (See table 5
and figure 3.) . o

L v o Ty
D. FIRST-PROFESSIONAL DEGREES

The number of men receiving first-professional
degrees increased each year of the 10-year period
except 196%70, when the number was 2.1 percent
smaller than in the previous year. (See table 4.)



Table 4.:Number of degi-ees awarded, 1965-66 th:ough_1974-75 , by lével, sex, and year

All levels Bachelor’s Master’s - Doctor’s First-professiohal; '

Year Men - Women Men Women Men Women Men Women, Men .Wbmen

1965-66 440,427 274,197 301,969 223,296 93,184 47588 16,121. 2,118 29,153 1,195
1966:67 476,643 296,732 324,710 238232 103,179 54,713 18,164 2,457 30,590 1,330
1967-68 526,764 345,068 360,163 277,174 113,749 63,401 20,185 2906 32,667 1,587
-1968-69 591,567 398,719 412,864 321,138 121,881 72,533 22,753. 3!436° ‘34,069 1,612
196970 638,987 433,594 453,605 344,465 126,146 83,24] 25,892 3,980 33,344 1908
197071 680,344 467,641 478,423 367,687 138,590 92,896 27,534 4579 35797 2479 .
/. 197172 - 722,832 501,195 503,631 390,479 . 150,085 102,689 28,095 5274 41021- 2,753 -
" 197273 751,936 528,086 521,534 408738 155000 109,525 28,575 6,215 46,827 3,608
197374765509 555210 530,907 423,469 158,344 119915 27,374 6452 48904 5374
» v 197475 74688 569,071 308,424 423239 162,115 131,536 26819 7267 49,230 7,029

.7 196566, ~ o o | ) T
. through 6,341,617/4,369,513 4,396,230 3,417,917 1,322,273 878,037 241,512 44 684 381,602 28,875
"L 1974757 ' , w, _
% Increase * s e o0 S .
1965-66 - - 2 et -
through ~ 69.5 - 1075 684 895 740 1764 664 2431, 689 4882 -
197475 o - T :
- [y . . - N A .
L . . + - g o - r3 )I’\‘(J, .
- ‘ . p— N . N ) i ‘. ‘ IR . ' ¢

4 . : .
¢ . ' o . .

Table 5.—Percentage of degrées aWardg_d to_'wbmen, by level and year .

o

Year ‘ All levels ‘Bachelor’s - "Master’s R Docto;\’s: First-prof,
: . - : F
196566 = 334 » 425 T 338 .. 116 T3y
1966-67 384 . 423 34.7 o 19 42
1967-68 396 435" : 35.8 R VX , 46
1968-69 - - 403 ' 43.8 3737 1311 R
1969-70 ¢ 404 432 39.8 - 133 Cs54
" 197071 40.7 ., 435 40.1 143 6.5
1971-72 _ 40.9 S a371 40.6 : 15.8 6.3
1972.73 41.3 , 43.9 . 414 179 . ' 7.2
1973714 42.0 . 44.4 43.1. 191 - 9.9
1974-75 ' 433 . 45.4 44:38. 21.3 125
1965-66 . E
through - 40.8 : 437 ‘399 . 15.6 T70
1974-75 : <t ' : :

10
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- Among first-professional degrt/ae recipients, there were - whxch the percentagLs of women were ‘smallest in
1965-66. . ’

68.9, percent more men in 1974-75 than in 1965-66,
- while the number of wop¥n increased annually from
1965-66 through 1974-75 (a 488,2 percent inérease).

The percentage representation of women among

- first-professional degree recipients-increased from 3.9 -

- percent in 1965-66 to 12.5 percent in 1974-75. (See

table 5 and figure 3; see also Women’s Parnczpanon in

~ First-Professional Degree Programs in Medicine, |

- Dentistry, Veterinary Medicine and Law® for more

. detailed analyses of these four- ﬁrst professxonal fields
for the penod 1969 70 through Ic974-75 ) .

E SUMMARY SR “"
- At each of the degree levels, the percentage repre-
~ sentation of women increased dunng the 10-year
period. The rates, of increase in numbers of women
awarded degrees were inversely related to -the ‘per-

. centage representations of women.at the individual .

degree levels in 1965-66. That is, as may be expected

_the rates of increase were largest at- those levels in

 3NCES' 76-023. Avallable from_the Natioml Center for °

Education Statistics. . e

" master’s degree recipil

r
/

In 197475, the percentage of women amon
nts nearly equalled that amo 1g
bachelor’s degree feci ients. Moreover, both levels/are -
approaching equal representations of men of
women. At the doctir s and first-profession

continued- increases 1? the percentages of wémen m’

current enrollments f I degrees indicate th t the per- -

number of ehﬁed women applymg
,Jgrams contmues to in- .




~ representation of .degrees awarded by private ingtitu-
", tions was smaller at each degree level in 1974-75 7‘
in 1965-66. :

- v ; o )
A *BACHELOR’ S/DEGREES

S

EARNED DEGREES BY LEVEL

* AND-BY CONTROL OF INSTITUTION /-

Of the degrees earned during . the lO-year penod

+3,783,022 (35.3 percent) were awarded by privatg

institutions. (See table 6.) The number of degrees
awarded by public’ institutions increased annually

. from 1965-66 through 1973-74; in, 197475, the
number decreased by.0.8 percent from the previous -

year, but constituted an increase of 109.5_percent

over 1965-66. The niumber of degrees awarded by pri-
vate institutions increased each year of the 10-year

‘period, but, at a slower rate than for public institu-
- tions. anate institutions awarded 47. ’

cent more
degreesin 1974-75 than in 1965-66. = *

- Private mstituttons awarded 41.1 percent of all
degrees in 1965-66. (See table 7.) Each year from"

5-66 through 1973-74, the percentage representa-

tlon of degrees awarded by private institutions de- .

creased reaching a low point of 32.7 percent.of-all
degrees in 1973-74. In 1974-75, however, private
institutions showed a small increase, awardmg 33.0
percent of all degrees.

-

As indicated in table .7, the percentage of degrees
awarded by private institutions varied by level of -

degree for the 10-year, period: approximately 35 per-
cent of bachelor’s, master’s, and doctor’s degrees‘, and
58 percént of first-professional degrees. Furthermore,
as indicated -in table 7 and figure 4, the percentage

han

2.

number of bach

both public and

1965-66 through 1973-74. (See table.

creased by 2.6 percent it.public institutions and 1
S e .

ivate 1nstituuons each year fro

~

é) It then def .

i
f &

percent at ptivate institutions 1n 1974-75 The
number of degrees awarded at public institutions was
104.3 percent larger in 1974-75 than in 1965- 66

. while the number awarded by private institutions was
.only 37.5- percént larger. Thus, the proportion of ,

total' bachelor’s degrees awarded by private 1nst1tu-

 tions decreased from 40.3 percent in 1965- 66 to 31.1

~percent in 1973-74, then'increased ‘slightly to 31.2

. percent in 1974.75. (See table 7 and flgure 4) '

44)['\

- , B
B MA?SFI'ER’S DEGREES
From 19656 through 1974-75, U.S. institutions
awarded 2 200,310 master’s degrees,

stitutions, The number of master’s degrees mcreased'

‘annually throughout the: 10-year period at public and
at private institdtions. (See table 6); at public institu-
the . number was 130.9 "percent larger in |
- 1974-75 than in 1965-66, as compared with a 75.3 . .
percent increase at private institutions. The propor.
tion of total master’s degrees from private institutions - -
. decreased from 40.1 percent in 1965-66'to 33.7 per-

tions,

cent in 1974-75, but most of this decrease occurred
prior. to 1971-72, ard the proportion of master’s
degrees  awarded by private institutions gas been
fairly stable since that t1me (See table 7 d f’igixre

C. DOCTOR'S DEGREES = _ -

. Of the. 2'86,1“196 doctor’s d&rees awarded during
the 10-year period, 104,241 (36.4 percent) were

awarded by privKtl}ninstitutionss Doctor’s degrees|

awarded by publio Institutions increased each yea
from 1965-66 through 1972:73, decreased by 2.5 per

cent in 1973-74, then increased in 1974-75, but tod -

level below that of 1972-73. At public institutions, t
number was' H05.9 percent larger in 197
1965-66/:t rivaté institutions it was 59.5 per

5 than n'”

[
Z

of which : o
"769,415 (35'0 percent) were granted by private in- ¢




Table 6 -Number of degrees awarded 1965 66 through 1974-75,' b¥ lex;el, control of iﬁs‘titution, ‘
and year : , co ' - .

L3

v

- L All levels ' Bachelor’s ) Ma'éter’s " Doctor’s .First-pfofessioml“

Year Public Private Public - Private Public ! Private - Public Priva'te -Pu?)'lic | Private

Z

Y

1965-66 420,595 294029 ' 313,555 211710 . 84,313 56,459 10,774 7,465, 11 953 18,395
1966-67 466,278 307,097 ' 343,393 219,549 97,395 60,497 12 438 8,183713 052 18,868
1967-68 535,014. 336,818 393,851 243,486 112,624 64,526 \14157‘ 8,934 (4,382 19,872
1968-69 623,194 367,092 466,133 267,869 125,568 68,846 16,455 9,734 15,038 20,643
1969-70 692,715  379,866-" 523,442 274,628 135351 74,036 19,189 10,683 14,733 20,519
197071 751,785 396,200 562,345 283,765 -152,305 79,181 20,794 11,319- ©16,341" 21,935
197172 812,929" 411,098 604,471 289,639 167,949 '84,825 21,782 11587 . 18,727 25,047 -
1972:73 856,072 423,950 636,378 *7293 894 .175,220 89,305 22,370 12426 22,104 28331
1973-74 888,250 - 432,489 657,455 296,921 185,504 92,755 21817 12,009 23 474 30,804
1974-75 * 881,276 434,383  640,524. 291,139 194,666. 98,985 22,179 11,907 23,907 32 ,352
. 1965-66 ) S - ;
through 6,928,108 3,783,022 5,141,547 2,672,600 1,430,895 769,415 181 ,955 104 241 173,711 236,766
1974-75 " \ : o o P :

Percent?’ge .

increases - - ' L

1965-66 A _ : ' e
through  109.5 477 1043 375 1309 753 1059 " 59.5 1000 75.9

'1974-75 | ,
N | - a ‘ \\ 3

_ Table 7..—)Percen2§g of degrees a;varded by private institutions, by level and year
T . . _ , ]

« Year: - Bachelo:’a ,/ 'Master’s ‘ Doctor’s’ o First-professidnal .
1965-66 a.1:%% 403 . Faon . dog . 606
1966-67 39.0 . 383 97 . 59.1
© 1967-68 38.2 364 38.7 580
1968-69 36.5. 354 37.2 } 57.9
1969-70 - 34.4 354 . 358 . 582
119707 . . v 335 . 34.2° C 352, - 513,
1971-72 ) .. 324 -7 336 - 34.7 y 157.2
1972.73 31.6 v 7.338, 357 .- 562°
1973.74 311 - 333 35.5 56.8
1974-75 : _ 0312 - 337 49 . . 51
1965-66 . - L -
through T ~353 o 4342 ~ 350 364. 57.7
197475 \_j N O { : :
\ N
. 3 . )5 .
» " L, 9 . ) i ) . o 'a
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larger m‘]974 5 ‘than in’ 1965: 66; “réflecting an'in- -+ E. SUMMARY - . e
crease ‘tdch year from 1965-66 through -73, a N ‘ o
0 decrtase by 3.3 percént in 1973-74 and an?uonal' " As indicated in table 8 the per?%htage repre:
- 08 percent decline in 1974-75 Although e propor-  sentation of women mcreased dunng the 10-year
. tron of doctorates awarded by private’ institutions period at both. public and privaté institutions at each
- dropped from 40.9 percent in 1965-66 to 34:9 per- dEgree level. For the total period; however the per
- cent in 1974475, the proportlons awarded by private  centage representation of women degree re_aplents

. “and by public mstltutrons have been f{arrly stable  was larger at the bachelor’s, master’s, and- first-
. simee 1970-71. yerooon > professional levels at public- institutions than at -
' Lo e T . prlvate institutions. Conversely, the percentage
D’ FIRST-PROF]?.SSIONAL DEGREES repr‘esethlon of women among doctor’s degree =/
v .y - . fecipients’ was larger at private than at public mstxtu-.‘ -
Dunng the lO-year penqd Us. . msututrons tions.. The reasons for theRiffererices in percentages
gianted ,410,477 "deprees in- fifst:professional ~ Of women by-control of i “:ution are - béyond the *
spemaltles of whrch 236,766-(57.7 percent) were _scope of thispublication. * f
from private mstrtutlorE) “the only. degret levet at - The proportion” of, degreés awdrded. by private .' "

whl@ private institutions exceeded pyblic fastitu- - institutions decreased front 41.1 percent in 1965-66
-« ~tions. The number of ﬂrst—professrdn degrees in- " - 10 33.0 pergent in 1974.75, because the Jate.of in-
creased annually at_both publit ‘and private institu-", ~ Crease in-de ees “awarded was sybstantially Jlatger at - —
- tions, gxcept for degreases in. 1969-70 of 2.0 percent ' public institutions (109.5 percent) than at private
/ at public institutions aod 0.6 percént at privaté in- - institutions 417 percent). The greatest. decreasyelm
stitutions. (See table 6.) Al pubhc 1nst11utrons§ the ' percentage of degrees awarded by private mstrtutlons
number .of first- professmrml ‘awards was .100.0 per- owas atsthe baclelor’s degree level; however; the rate
cent larger in 1974-75 athan in 1965-66; at private ‘of decrease has slowed at all lgvels during the past 5
institutions; the rgcrease was-75.7 percent. Fhus, even . - Years, leading to the expectation that private institu-
~with regard_to- first- professnonal degreés, thé- propor- ‘tions will continue to award a significarit propo’ttlon
tion of degrees awarded=by privaté mstntutxons de . of degrees f°l' the f;dreseeable future, .* : coL
' creased dunng the 10-year period from 60:6 percent : o R 0 PV
-'in 1965-66 "to 57.5. percent‘m 1974-75. (See table I ———
. and e 4) Howeer,th poporion o ll i 152 Bt n s, DUEN pbltonfraie
:+ " professignal degrees. awarded'by private, 1nst1tut10ns Through 1974-75 (Washmgton DC, Uis. supem‘pndentof |
has been farrly stable since 1970-71 - Documents, 1975).

¢ \*,C, . . . AN

- . ' Y ~ . . - -, 7 . -
. a 4 . * . . . .
. . o . -
] . - . «7
. (RS “vn L. oa . v "
NG A E ' . : oo - . .. .
. « R - « - .

~ ~

Table 8 "Percentage of women - among degref recrprents by degree ljvel and- control of

mstrtutldn, 1965- 66 and 1974-75 S S 1,
e T - 1965-66
A . - L ' through
s - 1965- 66( 0 - 197475 f - 197475
" Level - - Public - - Private - Public ° Private ° . Public.. Private
Bachelor’s 30 419 - " as9 445 445 423
Master’s . 339 337 "7 468 o 408 . S 415 . 370
Doctor’s C 102, w1360 %, 208 223 145 17.5
/ Flmt-pl’o- V: ’ . r,' ) ’ ) . - r ) i
/ .fessional ' 3.9 40  ® 129 122 12 .69
Alllevels ° 92 372 o 445 406 . 42.1 '38.3

N . . . i i
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. g "i* ] \(’ .
In 1970-71, a new taxe ony of drscrphne divi-
signs.and specraltles for the earned degrees survey was

O~ ’ v

- ' taxonbmies, the analysis by discipline division will
cove
1974-75

dlci;?nes and specialties using the old and the new

‘A BACHELO_R’S.DEGREES'

| ¢ B

>\ The total number of bachelor’s degrees awarded in
.1974.75 was 101 percent larger than the number

introduceg.«Due to problems of noncomparability. of.

only—the 5-year penod 1970-71 through -

“awarded in 1970-71. In 1974-75, there were more

bachelor’s degrees than in 1970-71 in all but’ eight

,,drscrphneé divisions. (See table 9.) The largest de-

‘creases were in social sciences (-19,925), letters

(-15,465),

the percentage and numerical ‘decreases over the 5.
year périod and shows that in"éach of these eighit dis-
ciplines, there were also decreases over the period.in
“the proportion of total bachelor’s degrees awarded.

"~ All other fields showed at least marginal incréases in
both thé number and -the proportion of bachelor’s
degrees.| The largest increases in bachelor’s degrees
_were in Pealth professions (+23,992), publrc affairs
and services (119,294), business and management
'(+18,746), and biological sciences (+16,203).- \

> Within each of the four disciplines which expe-
rienced the largest decreases in numbers of bachelor’s
degrees awarded annually, most of the ‘decrease was
accounted for by a few speéaltles “history”” and “sp-
cial’sciences, general” within the discipline division of

social sciences; “English, g¢neral’” within lewers; “ele-

: mentary education, general” within education; and
“mathemiatics, general”” within mathematics. All these
specialties are likely majors for students who wish to
becqme_elementary or secondary school teachers, and

= _ . T ‘~ . .

education (-8,889), and mathematics -
(-6,572). Table 10 presents the eight disciplines and *

. /.QR

L EARNED DEGREES BY LEVEL .-
.+ AND BY DISCIPLIN]
oo 19701 THROU

DIVISION, ' .
(1974757 -
g - = |

-~

_ thus the decreases in these specraltres and divisiony at

 the bachelor’s level are probably telated,to decreasmg- B

opportumtles for employment in e]ementary and sec-
* -ondary schoal teaching, . .-

» Within the four discrplmes which expenenced the
greatest increases in, numbers of bachelor’s degrees:
awarded annually, certarn specraltles accounted for.
most of the increases. Within health professions, half -
of the increase was in nursirlg”
incfeases were found in “speech pathology and au- -
drology,” “medical laboratory technologies,” and

in’ “‘pharmacy.” Within the discipline division of pub-
_,hc affairs and services, major increases occurred in
““law enforcement and corrections” and in ‘‘social
work and helping services.” A smaller but still sub-
stantial increase occurred in degrees in ‘“‘parks and
recreation mandgement.” Increases in the spécialfies -
of “business management and administration” and

© “accountjng” were larger than the net increase in the

division of business and ‘management. Finally, most
of the increase in biological sciences was in the
speciftity of “biology, general,” ‘possibly . due to
increased career interest in medicine and dentistry.
Schools often classify premedical . and predental
programs within the survey category of “brology, ,
general.”

- It is interesting to cohsrder the prOJected demand
for new workers in the fields in which the decrease or
increase of graduates with bachelor’s degrees has been
largest. To do so, we will employ two sources pub--

" lished by the Bureau -of Labor Statistics (BLS): the

Occupatxonal Qutlook Handbook, 1974-75 edition
(OOH), ind Occ'épatxonal Manpower and Trammg
Needs, 1974 revision (OMT!Q)

In terms of the specialties in which the largest dg-
creases occurred, the B ategory of elementary and
secondary s¢hool geach'ﬁ%ﬁpears most’ appropriate.
In these aregs, BLS projected that *teacher training
could be. unarled sharply and manpower require-
ments still be met.” (OMTN -p 43) '

< . -~

; other substantial .
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Table 9.—Bachelor’s degrees conferred, by discipliné division: 1970-71 and 1974-75

1]

-

5
P 197071 : 197475- Percentage change
Discipline division Number} % of total Number % of total 197071 to 1974
. Agficulture and ngtura?r' ] . » ‘ -
resources 12,710 15 17.573 19 ° 38.3
Architecture and - S R o C ‘
environmental desigh . 5,578 07" 8,238 0.9 477
Area studies 2,497 . 03 ~ ....3,066 0.3 328
Biological sciences 36,033 43 715223 ., 56 =450
Businessand management 116,709 13.8° 135,455 - 14.5 16.1-
Communications™ . 10,802 1.3 19,249 2.1 . 782

- Computerand. . < = _ - foos ' ~ ‘ , -, S
_ infofmation sgiences ~ . 2,388 - 03 5,039 o bs o - 111.0

- Edycation * S ¥77,638 210 168,749 181 , - y . 5.0
Engineering , © 150,357 60 47,303 51 - v 6T
‘Fine and applied arts 30,447 © .- 3.6 41,061 44 - 349 1§

- ., Foreign languagés 20433 - 24 18,172, .20 #11.1
.~ Health professions 25484 30 . " -4%476 " 53 94.1
Home ecbpomics . 11,271 13 16,873 1.8. - 497

Law ‘ -545 01 7/ 436 - ¢ * -20.0

- Letters .- 73,398 87 . 57,933° © 62 % ap
.Library science ' 1,013 0.1° 1,069 0.1 55
Mathematics 24,918 29 - 18,346 v 20 -26.4
“Military sciences 357 - ok K 390 o Q2

. ‘Physical sciences 21,549- 25 , 20,896 22 - -3,

" Psychology 38,154 45 51,436~ 5.5 3438
Public affairs_and services 9,303 1.1~ 28,597 3.1 " 2074
Social sciences 156,698 185 136,773 T 147 -12.7
Theology , 3,744 0.4 4818 0.5 28.7
Interdisciplishry studies 14084 - 11 28,479 3.1 102.2
Total . 846,110 - 100.0. 931,663 100.0 101

Percentages may not total 100.0 due to rounding.
*Less than .05% of total degrees,

.

cial science, English, and
outside of secondary edu-

s

Considering history,
mathematics employ
cation, one finds: .

(1)Graduate ‘education is usually necessary for em-
ployment as a historian. The number of master’s de-
grees in history awanded in 1971 exceeded the pro-
jected average annual openings for the period
1972-1985 (OMTN-p. 71). T

(2)BLS does not give. projected demand informa-
tion for persons with bachelor’s degrees in *‘social
sciences, general” or in English. v

(3)in  mathematics, although BLS projected an
oversupply of mathematicians based on increases in
supply projected by the U.S. Office of Education

(OMTN-p 57)', the actual situation is one of a de-
crease in degrees beneath the levels which BLS states
are needed to-meet demand.

. The- decreases in bachelor’s degreés in these fields
. will probably help to adjust supply to decreasing de- -

mand for teachers at the elementary and secondary

. levels. In terms of employment outside of education;,

18

the picture is not very clear.
We will now consider the outlook in the specialties
with the greatest incréases in bachelor’s degrees. A%

ceéd projected demand for registered nurses (OOH.p.
503) and for speech pathologists and audiologists
(OMTN—p.’ 70). Within medical laboratory - technol-

'-c%r;ding to the BLS, the expan'sion in supply will ex-

»
S -

T \ o .
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_Table 10.—Percentage.and numerical decreases
in numbers of bachelor’s degrees awarded in
1974-75 vs. 1970-71

" Numerical

v v .  Percent

Discipline division " decrease " “decréase
== :

Mathéiatics - " 264 L457
)feim : 217r\L 15,465

La ’ 200 . 109

Social sciences - 12.7. 19,925

Foreign languages 114 Y 17" 2,261

gineering \g.l ' 3,054
Edueation $ 30 8,889
Physical sciences * 3.0 ' 653

a

R

¥ ogies' BLS does not separagé out demand for college
expansion in demand is |

- graduates, although a mil
projected: for this  category as a whole (OOH -p.491).
" For pharmacy, the outlook: is expected to be very
good through the mid-1980’s, with demand expected
to exceed the ?t(pply (OOH-p. 524). Thus, the out-
look for graduates”in these expanding specialties in .

’ t.he health professions is mixed.

Although ‘BLS does not discuss the specialty of
law enforcement and corréctions as such, the increase
in this area may be:due to increased demand from law
enforcement agencres_ for upgrading of qualifications.

*

Thus, the areas of greatest increase in bachelor’s
degrees present a very mixed supply and ’dfmand out-
1o0k for educated manpower. However increases do
terid” to be in areas where increased demand is still
likely. . a - '

B, MASTER'S DEGREES . SR
T Jﬁ

Master’s degrees awarded'in 1974-75 exceeded by
. 269 percent the number awarded in 1970-71. In
1974-75, the number was larger in all but six disci-

- pline divisions. (See table 117) There were substanti

~

Rapid expansron “in“demand (OOH-p. 572) should
. provide favorable’ employment opportunities in social

work throughiout the 1970', but.rapidly increasing |
supply may well increase competition in the 1980’s.

In parks. and recreation managementf(employment '

“opportunities are expected to 1be -excellent (OOH-p.
567). Reductions in government expenditures, how-
ever, could reduce the need for additional ‘personnel

“ ingach of these areas.

The specialty of “business management and ad-
ministration” as such is not discussed in the BLS pub-
lications. In accounting, employment is expectedsto
,increase rapidly through the :mid-1980’s (OOH:p.
129). However, the growth rate in,accounting degrees

between 1970-71 and 1974-75 was larger than the

“projected rate of increase in demand for the period

. 1972-1985 (OMTN-p. 37). Thus, if the growth rate

doesnot moderate, oversupply may result.

#n terms of*biology, BLS considers the larger cate- °

gory of life sciences, which includes degrees awarded
in agriculture and natural resources and in biological
sciences. Large increases in supply in the life sciences
are expected to exceed increases in demand dunng
the period 1972- r985(dMTN -p. 56). .

)

~"decreases in five fields: engineering (-1,098), foreign
lafguages (-953), letters (-870), fathematics (-863),
and physical sciences (-556). In addition, no degre
‘were awarded in military sciences in 197475, Th

“'six discipling: divisions, as well as ggnculture and nat- _ .
ural resources area studles biological sciences, fine,
and applied arts, lrbrary science, social scignces, and "

cXer_iod in’

-the proportion of total master’s degrees awarded. In "

theology, experienced decreases over the

all other disgipling divisions there weré increases in
both the num

public- a fairs 'and services (+7 ,099), and health pro-
fessions (+4 ,940).

_ “Specialties dccounting for the largest part of the
numerical decreases.in the. discipline divigjons were:
, engineering (largest decreases were in * elecsﬁcal elec-

tronics, and communications engineenng”), other

and “‘mechanical’ engineering There were also sub-
stantial decreases in “aerospace; aeronautical and as-

tronautical engineering’y and “industrial and manage- }

ment engineering”. Although demand for engineers at

the master’s level is not discussed in the BLS publica-

tions, the demand at the bachelor’s level js expected

to exceed the supply for the 1972-85 period (OMTN -

p. 55). In foreign languages, the largest decreases were

in “French,”.*“Spanish;” and “German”. In letters,
the decrease. in “English, general” was larger than the
_net decrease in. the discipline divrsron as a whole.
Most of the decrease in mathematics was in mathe-

e®and proportion of master’s degrees -
4 awarded./The largest numerical inct¥ases were ingdu-,
catidn (+$1,166), business and management (+9,796),

N

N

matics, general.” Finally, substantial decreases within _
- physical sciences/were in physics general” and to a

lesser extent in “chemistry, general.”

Within ‘each of he four discipline divisions that
accounted for the largest numetical increases in mas-
ter’s degrees, certain specialties experienced large in-
creases. In_education, increases of 2,700 or more de-
. ‘grees occlx.}':ed in each of the followmg ‘elementary
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Table 11.-Mastei’s degrees conferred, by. dif‘c‘iﬁlirre division: 1970-71 ér/r;\j 1974-75
M 197071 , 1974-_75 : Percen) change
' D'Egipline division ., Number % of total \Number % of total - 1970-71 to 1974-75
= Y . . 3- : v e
. Agriculture and natural o “1.1 o . 'L
resources ST 2,458 11 3,076 - Lo - - 25
: . gArchitecture and’ ‘ . . ) i
v environmental desrgn 1,724 . 07 2,953 1.0 71.3
Area studies 1,017 ° 047 1,140 04 - 1211
.. Biological sciences L 5,756 25 - 6 591 222 14.5
Business and management 26,654 . 115 «36450 - 124 - 1368
““Communications . 1,856 0.8 - © 2,79 . 10 7 506
‘-« Computerand * - ’ ’ = k) R ‘ Vs B
information sciences - ., 1,588 0.7 . 2299 -0.8 Tt A48 .
¢ Education -, 89,067 - 38:5. ~ 120,233 - 409 3s. 0"
Engineering v 16,457 7.1 —~15,359. - , 2 4 % 6.7
+ _ Finé and applied arts " 6678 | 29 8363 28 . 25.2
" Foreign languages 4779 . 21 B 3,826 1.3 -19.9
Health professions 5902  _.2:5. 10,842 3.7 . - 83.7
" Home economics_ '1,453 . 0.6 1,501 06 308 .
Law 955 04 “1,245 0.4 . 304
Letters ) 12,743 55 11873 -, 40 68 .
- Library sciences - .17,028 3.0 . 8,123 "2.8 15.6
Mathematics . ‘ ‘5,201 2.2 4,338 1.5 © . 166
- Military sciences =~ sen2 * ~ .0 .00 -100.0
Physical sciences N . 6,386 2.8 . 583 . - 20 - 8.7
Psychology 4,438 gj © 7,104 . 24 60.1
Public affairs and services - \8 ,406 . 15,505 5.3 84.5
Social sciences . 16,522 B 5 16,942 58, 2.5
Theology S 2710 12 . 3,230 11 19.2
Interdisciplinary, studies . 1,706 . 07 03,632 1.2 1129 :
Total ‘ 231,486 100.0 293,651 100.0 26.9
“*Less than .05% of total degrees. - N
- - .education, general,” “education, general, “student degree ‘is preferred Although BLS pro;ects a per-
* personnel,” “reading education,” “special education,. . centage increase (OMTN-p. 38) in the demand for -.
general,” and “educational administration.” The in- city managers, it is far below the percentage increase
crease in elementary education degrees at the master’s  in the number. of degrees ip_public admmrstratron
level may result from th® severe competition for ele- “However, positions 'in State and Iocal government are
mentary school teaching positions among individuals expecteq to confinue to inérease t.hnough the mid-
~with only a-bachelor’s degree in this area. Thus, in- - 1980’s: Public Administration programs prepare stu-~
. dividuals may attempt to improve prospects by ob- dents fora wide variety of positions in these areas of
y  taining a master’s degree. In business and manage-  government. As.stated in regard to bachelor’s degree :
" ment, the largest part of the increase was in “business recipients, opportunities in social work are expected -
managemént and admipistratign.”” In pubhc affairs - to be favorable through fhe_ 1970’s, with increased:
and sgrvices, “public/administration” and “‘social . competition in the 1980’s (OOH-p. 572). Finally, in"
work and helping services” accounted for most of the  health* professions, the Iargest increases were in
increases. One, type of employment in public admins- “speech pathology and au}i'cflogy,” “*public health,”
L -tration s as ci}y mangger, an area in which a master’s - afid “rrlursing.” In two areas the outlook for in--

. - r
‘
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dividuals with master’s degi'ees i expected to be

favorable. Public heklth as such’is not discussed in the
BLS publications .

- L

-

h—-::n\

. the propomon of total doctorates awarded.,All other
fields experienced incréasés in the number and pro-- " -

.’L?w

portion of dogtor’s degrees awarded. The largest-in: "
creases in numbers of doctor’ 5 degrees awarded:were .
in education. (1,045), psych logy\ (661)) theology ,
. (560), and social sciences (550; . o
Af the~discipline specialty level .the décrease in T
physical sciences was primarily accounted for by de- .

'I’he number of doctorates awarded in 1974~75 was ,\/ creases in “‘physics, general” and in “chemistry, gen-

only 6.1 percent larger than the number awarded in
1970-71..In-1974-75, the numbey was larger than in
1970-71 in all but five discipline dms;ons (See table
12) The two divisions with the largest decreases were
physical ‘Sciences (763) and engineering (530). In ad-

-/ dition, biolagical gciences, matheniatjcs, and agricul
ture and rﬁtural resources also experienced decreases. h

) Furthermore these five divisions as well as fine ind
applied arts, law; and letters experlenced decreases in.

Table 12 —Doctor s degrees ;conferred by dlscli)hne lelSlOl’l 1970-71 and 1974-'75 ,'f

- “civil, ‘const

eral” In engneenng, the (decreases were greatest in
“electn&k electronics, énd communications engineer-
ing,” followed by “mechﬁical engineenng"’ and
ction nnd"transportation engineering.”

Dechnes at .sdoctoral level for both these sclentiﬁc‘-. | :

" and- ?igsneermg fieldg &re, in eontrast to the employ- -

It i3 Posgj-* *
unfavor-

ment dutlook: which.is generally favorabl
ble that thesg declines are are(l;ctionof
aBle outlook for college teaching posmons !

N

I , - ’
co. "*-f, Tl Lo 197051 1974-75 Percentage change .
Discipline"d\iv),iixion " Number %of total Number % of totalf’-' ©11970-71 10 1974-75°
- Agnculturc and natural S L e o
resourcés )y 1,086 * . 34 991 2.9 T 87 L
Architecture and R a .
environmental design ~© 46 o1 6 02 9LT *
Area studies 149 .05 " 166 - 0.5 11.4°
Biological sciences . 3645 114 3,384} 99 -T2
Business ang managemsgt 810. . . 25 1,001 3.0 o ' 24:8
Communications 145 .05 165 » 0.5 o 13.8
Compliter and . < T o . ’ } Lo
_information sciences £ | 128° 0.4 . SERE 0.6 . 664 &
Education* , . 6398 199 L7443 - 218 5 o n 163
. Engineering - - o 3,638: 113 * 3,108 9.1 I Y I
Fine and applied’arts . 621 \ 19 649 . 19 M5
-Foreign languages 781 . 24 , - 857 ... 25 T .97,
Health professions , » ‘466 c . 15 . - 618 \'-1.8 -~ . 336
* Home eéonomics - : 423 04 - 156 505 - 26.8
" Law L I N 21 0. 5.0
- Letters / < - o28l6 T15 2,498 /7.3 ; 34
Library science . o S 0.1 .56 0.2 ' 7 43.6
Mathematics ' o997 37 \ 975 29 .18.7
Physical sclences 4,391 13.7 ¢ 3,628 1066 17400y
71,782 5.5 2,442 72 370
N~ 178 . 06 285 - 08 601
369 - 114, 4209 - 1123 150 '
. 312, 10 . 872 2.6 . 179.5.
* Interdisciplinary studles o 91 ° 03 270 .08 , 196.7
Total 32,113 1000 34,086  100.0 L 6.1

-



increases at. this leve!,” as at the master's, could be . -
attributed to the. desire of many people currently in o
.the field of educgtion to upgrade, thel education to ~  E. SUMMARY ' ' ’
© <'help retain. theirydositions: . o ' { ,‘y( i
‘ The increase in psychology was p Changes in numbers of degrees awarded alnong‘the
“ psychology, general’* followed by “clinical psychol- . \discipline divisions and spegialties during the period
-ogy.” The outlook for psychologists is favorable for ~ 1970-71 through 1974- 75" differed by degree level.
“““~>«~the next few years. " .These diffexences may have resulted, in part, because
In the social sciences the largest increases were in poor employment prospects ‘at: the. bachelor’s level in
.uithropology,” “history,” “sociology,” and *eco-  a field discouraged Some - persons from obtaining a
.« nomics.” Competition is expected in sociology and bachelor’s degree in “that. field and 4t the same time
keen competition in anthropology and history; doc- encouraged other persons; already in the ﬂ'eld to ob.
_ torates in economio® will face less competition. It is - tain a higher level degree in order to retain their em-
_imposslble to explain why these four, with such dif- - ployment:- Furthermore employment prospects at
: feﬂ%.OUthOkS show such large increasés. . the doctor’s level are fairly independent of those at
: .~ the bachelor’s level even within a given discipline divi-
l)"FIRST—PROFESSION\AL DEGREES slon or specialty. Contractions in faculty and research
positions in universities, make the employment pros-
Among the fou{'aegree levels, the ﬁrst professronal . peet generally poor for all those expecting a doctor-
level had the greatest: percentage increase (47.0 per:  ate to provide the basis- for obtaining a positfon in
cen9 between 1970-71 and 1974-75. (See table 13.) . higher education. Under such, conditions it becomes
- More’ ﬁrst-professr(fnal degrees were awarded in each impossible to determine why doctorates- should "’ln- e
discipline specialty in 1974-75 than in 1970-71. How- crease in. fields where most of the pOSltlons are in_ ‘
"ever, only “law” (with a-11,845 increase) accounted colleges and universities. In general, as the availability
for a' larger proportion of the degrees awarded in of positions in particular fields declines to the point
1974-75 than in 1970-71. The increased supply of  where newspapers and magazines feature articles on
lawyers will exceed ‘the demand, if the number of employment prospects, we should expect declines in
_ degrees awarded in law stays at the current level. The " bachelor’s degrees in those fields. Individuals already
L L |
2 : o '” . y - T
) Table l3 ~First-professional degrees conferred, by drscrplme specralty 1970-71 and 1974-75,
- ' ) 1970-71 o | 197475 Perceitage chnnge
. - Discipline specialty - Number % of total Number % of total 1970-71:tq 197475
Dentistry : . .3717 9.9 4,809 85
Medicine . 8,986 235 12,550 223 .-
Optometry ~ * 531 1.4 792 14 %
o+ Osteopathic medicind " a72 12 ? 665 12 ™
" Podiatry or podiatric medicine 240 - 06 351 - 0.6 -
Veterinary medicine .= 1,252 33 .. 1415 25 .
Law, general : 17,652 46.1 29,497 . 524
_ Theological pyofessions, general 5,055 13.2 .5,098. 9.1
-Other . 31 - 08 1,082 fo
_Total - ) " 138,276 100.0 - 56,259 100.0

lncreases in educatlon degrees were prlmarlly in . outlook for the other ﬁrst-profess'lonal areas varies
*educational admlnlstratlon" “curriculum, and ins from favorable to véry good with the exceptian of
structidn,” *‘educational psycholoﬁ,"and in “indus-  theology. In theology, the demand for Protestant
trial arts, vocational and technical education.”” The ministers and for rabbis has been declining.’ \,
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in the field may take advanced work to maintain their  pects for future employment ih most ﬂrst-profes-
' _positions, . thereby causing increases at the master’s  sional ‘flelds are favorable, we should-expect in-
level. créasing competition for the limited places for enter-

Unless the outlook for employment in colleges and - ing students. The possible exceptlon is law, but since
universities improves, we should expect to see de- legal trainlng is useful in a variety of other occupa-
clines in the number of doctorates awarded in a tions, the number of J.D.’s awarded may contmue to

variety of fields. On the other hand, since the pros- increase for several more years.
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