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- AN ANALYSIS SELF CONCEPT AND READING AS
THEY ARE RELATED TO A SELECTED ART PROGRAM

DEWBERRY, William Baxter, Ph.D.
The University of Michigan, 1977

Chstirpersim: Finley C. Carpenter

The problem of this study was to determine the relationship
between a selected art proglarr. and the extent of achievement
in reading and gain in self concept,

The position expressed hi this study was that a high degree
of correlation exists between art and reading. This position
was based on the observation that many of the learning ped-

--cessetrof both-areas are - similar.- -The study focused on the
,-changes brought about by the continued exposure and involve-

ment of students with senior citizens as teaching assistants.
.The ample consisted of seventy-four students from the

fourth and fifth grades.* two schools. The students were in
heterogeneously grouped schools located in a small mid-west-
sin city. A total of seven teachers were involved.

The nature of the study warranted that the sample be divided
Into three components. The experimental school was composed
of the Teaching-Learning Communities (T-LC; art program,
and the control school was composed of a T-LC art program
and a Non T-LC component. The pre and post scores in read-
ing and self concept were collected over a period of approxi-
mately eight months..

The reading achievement and self concept gains were as .
sassed for purposes of testing the following hypotheses:. -
mthesis I: The students who are exposed to the T-LC canoe*
of art will exhibit better scores in reading than those students
"Mare not involved. Sub-Hypothesis 1-I: The sit student"
of Ihiexperimeatal school will exhibiksignifteantly higher P

scores in reading than both groups in the control school. Sub-
. Hypothesis 112: The T-LC art students of the control schW

will elmw greater gains In reading than the Non T-14 art
students., Hypothesis U: The self concept of the T-LC control
student will be more positive than those of the T-LC experi-
mental student.. Hypothesis M: Students in the T-LC explz$-

. mental school will have higher mecn cell ecep (mores than
the students in the Non T-LC
The students from the T-LA control a
mean self concept gains than the students in A-LC art
program.

. Thereafer; no significant differences observed in readingwhea.
the T-LC experimental and UseT-LC control art studintswere
compared with the Non T-LC students When the T..LC experi-
mental ached was comp: ed with the control school there were no
siiatif icantdifferences inreading. How ever, when agrade-by-
grade anAlyslifirtncoitiParirignte same components, the fourth
graders of the T-LC experimental school hadsignificanUyhigher
reading scores than the T-LC control group. The comparison

. to gain between the T-LC control group and the Non T-
LC control group were not signifkant

The analysis of the post self concept scores and the self
ioneept gain of all the groups compared also produced results
that were not significant.

.An analysis of the :ending gain of all groups provides a
more positive perception of the T-LC program's effectiveness.
The T-LC group in each school with the longest amount of ex-
posure to the concept holds a distinct{ e edge in the amount of
reading gain.

Based upon. the findings of this r esearch, this writer com-
Mends that (1) alternate research designs be considered when
assessing the academic value of a program such as this, (2)the
sample should be confined to one nstitution due to uncontrol-
able variables, and (3) that the amount of research in the area
of -art education be expanded to ascertain its academic paten.

Order No. 77 »26,22$,163 Palms.
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CHILDREN'S SELF - SELECTION OF TRADE BOOKS:
MEASURED. BY THE CLOZE PROCEDURE

FitildUSON, Anne M., Ed. D.
.

University ot Arkansas, 1917

Major Professor.: Dr. Irvin L. Ramsey

The major pur pose -of this study was to determineat what
level (frustration, instructional, or independent), as measured
by the close procedure, sixth grade children selected trade
books when a wide selection of books was available. Answeis
were sought to the following questions:, I. What proportion of
sixth. grade children seleettd trade books at frustration, In-
structional., and indepensleett)evels when provided with a wide,
selection of books? 2. Was there a differenobbetween boys

- and girls in the difficulty level of books cseleded? 3. Was
there a difference between high aqd low achievers in the dif-
ficulty level of books selected? 4. What types of literature
were selected? 5. Were specific authors chosen frequently?

Data were obtained from one sixth grade heterogeneous
class that contained sixteen girls and fourteen boys. Titer
principle of self-selection suggests ttat the child will select r

,books of an appropriate level of difficulty. On three different/
occasions, the sample selected trade booksrom the school
library- The close procedure was the instrument utilized to
determine the level of difficulty- (frustration, instructional, or
Independent) at which the sample selected trade books. The °
cloz.e procedure Is a technique.irqplviented by systemiticelly
deleting words from a pro.se passage. The responses, given in
place of the deleted wordd, are then evaluated, thus reading;

_levels can be assessed. Percentage's were computed and pre-
sented for the sample indicating proportions at each level.,
A t-test at the .05 level was computed to test the significance.

between the mean scores for boys and girls and also 1= MO
and low achievers. , 4

h

The following conclusions were derived: I. More than 63
percent of the sample consistently selected trade bookrrat in-
dependent lewd. 9 - -re was no significant difference be-
tween h- the difficulty level of trade books se-

..e a highly significant difference between
achievers in the difficulty level of books se-

lected. 4. Most oft he literature selected was fiction. 5. The
most popular trade book authors chosen were Matt Christopker,
Is legate Wilder, and Lois Lewitt..

Order No. 0-23,378, 95 pages./

A COMPARISON OF TWO DfliFEREiNT PROGRAMS FOR
IMPLEMENTING THE LANGUAGE EXPERIENCE AP-

, PROACH TO BEGINNING READING WITH A BASIC
READER PROGRAM AND PHONIC SUPPLEMENT.
(VOLUMES I AND 2)

FISHMAN, 'Therese Gauthier, Ed.D.
Boston Univt.a.ty St.hool of Education, 1977

Major Professor: Roselmina Indrisano

The purpose of this study was to compare the effet.ts of two
different programs for implementing Me language experience
approach to beginning reading (the researcher's and Alien's)
with a basic reader approach and phonic:, supplement (no formai
language experience program) on reading achievement

?
listen-

ing comprehen'sion, oral language development (mean number
of T-units peg utterance), and attitude toward reading. TM
study silo attempted to determine if there was a difference in
attitude toward approaches used in teaching reading of testcbers.
involved in the study.

'c
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The researcher's inters -based language experience pro-
gram has a built-In phonic/linguistk component and a skills
checklist; while Allen's language experience program; found .
in Roach Van and Claryce Alien, nguage Experiences in
Early Childhood (Chicago: Encyclopaedia Britta,nica, 1989),
utilizes each student's experiences and teaches phonic/lingufs-
tic skills incidentally. Teachers using the researcher's pro-
gram also had aix workshops. in creativity, while teachers
mins Allen's program had six workshops on the implementa-
tion of Allen's program. Teachers using no formal language
experience approach had nowork .hops.

Students and leechers in nine first grade classrooms in
live parochiel schools located within the Greater ioston arek
comprised iliet sample.

The total sample of 257 students was administered:
1. The Murphy-Durrell Reading Readiness Analysis at the
beginning of the school year 2. the Otte-Lennon Mental Alift
Test at the beginning of the school year 3. The "Sap Diego In-
ventory of Heading Attitude' at the beginning and end of the
school year 4. The reading and listening subtests of the emu-
ford Achievement Test at the end of the school year. In in:f
tion an oral language sample was' elicited from each student
at the beginning and end of the scnool year.

The nine teachers particip-ting in We study were adminis-
tered the following: The "San Diego Teacher inventory of Ap-
proaches to the Teaching of Reading" at the beginning and end
of the school yeas.

Data provided by testing the 257 students were statisticall y
treated using analysis of variance -analysis of covariand, and
the Wolfe test a appropriate to ;he task. Data provided by
testing the nine teachers were analyzed by stating mean change
in attitude toward approacties'used In teaching reading.'

The flndingiwere: 1. There was a significant difference
(rc.05).among adjusted treatment group means W reading
achievement, using reading readiness as a covariate. Results
on a Scheffe test showed this difference to be in favor of the
researcher's program. 2. There was no significant difference
among treatment group means in listening comprehension,
using reading readiness as a coyariate. S. There was a sig-
nificant difference (pe002) among treatment group means fa
**nude toward reading (post-test), using reading readiness
and attitude toward reading (pre-test) as povariaths. Using a
step-wide analysis of regression, pre-test attitude toward
reading was found to be the more-important covariate. While
all mean attitude toward reading scores decreased from the
September to May administration of the inventory, studrels
using either the researcher's or Allen's programs decreased
fewermean points. 4. There was a significant difference
(pe.001) among adjusted treatment group means in oral lan-
guage devblopment (post-test), using reading readiness and
oral language development (pre-test) as covert:des. Usinga
step -wide analysis of regression, pre-lest Oral language de-
velopment was found to be the more-important cove:late
&heti test results showed this differ ent° to be in favor of the
researcher's and Allen's programs. 5. There waiest mean dif-
Jerome in attitude,toward approaches used in teaching reading
among teachers in three treatment groups on the pre- 11M1
post-experiment administration of an attitudeloward approaches
used in toaching reading inventory. It was concluded that teaeh
ers.using the researcher's program changed the most, particle.
laxly On those responses which measured attitude toward basic
reader and language experience approaches.

It was concluded that the researcher's program produced
reading achievement scores bitter than those produced by
either Mien's program or no formal language experience pro-
gram using reading readiness at a covariate. In attitude to-
ward reading and oral language development both language ex-
perience programs produced more-favorable scores than those
produced by no fOrrhal language experience program. Teachers
veins the researcher's program exhibited the highest mean
change in attitude toward baste reader and language experience
approaches of all three groups.

Order No. 1941,640;404 pages.
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AN ANALYSIS OF THE VACABULARY OF WRITTEN DIREC-
TIONAL STATEMENTS IN GRADE ONE LEVEls' MATERIALS ,
O} THEME BASAL READERS

ICITCHENER, Anna Marone, Ph.D.
Kahsas State University, 1977

The Problem t e,

"The purpose of this study was (1) to determine whether the
words fused in written directional statements of the workbooks
and worksheele of three basal readers had been previously in.,-
traduced in the controlled vocabulary; (2) to determine whether
the vocabulary used in written directional statements of each°
series was substantially different (50 percent) from the written
vocabulary of each of the others; and (3) to determine if vocab-
ulary used in written directional statements of each reading
series was substantially different (50 percent) from the con-
trolled vocabulary introduced in the other two reading series at
grade one Level.

MethodcAsr

The three seriessrandomly selected from a group of eight
=Or publishers of instructional materials in reading for young
children were the Ginn Zteeding 360, 1973, 1969; Scott Foresman
New Open Highways 1974, 1987 and Houghton Mifflin Readers
1974, 1971. These series were also found to be included in the
reading curriculum of three adoption states (Texas, California
and Florida) agd other schpol systems across the United States.

The method of implementation was by means of an actual
word`coitnt of each series. The words which made up the con-
trolled vocabulary of each group were then analyzed to deter-
mine whether these same words were included in the written
directional statements of workbooks and worksheets accome,
PanYing the texts.

Conclusions

The conclusions reached in this study were: 1. That dispay
sties do eAilit II. the quantity and vat union of words uscd ma a in
len &e ama! state:tic tits and those to which the learners have
been introduced. 2. That disparities existed among the written
vocabulary of the three series which exceeds 50 percent. 3. That
disparitms =Sled mous the written vocabulary of one series
and the controlled vocabulary of another which exceeds 50 per-
cent. 4. That some series make minimal use of written direc-
tional statements for first grade reading materials - and de-
pend mostly on oral guidance from the teacher for the delivery
of instructions with iedield41 exercises. 5. That those nertes
which make little use of written directional staietnents - have
not provided 'uniform statements" to insure familiarity with
vocabulary employed in the directions given. 6. That "concep-
tual,comprehension" on the part of learners could still be a
problem for first grade readers who experience diffiduity in
following directions with academic tasks.

Recommendations

On th; basis of the experience of this study, it is recom-
mended: 1. That creators of textbook reading materials for
first grade learners continue the use of w' .:ten directional
etatemen.s in wcrkshectin and other iudopndent learning nut
teriais - but to Insure that ail vocabulary employed in written
dtrectionat statements have been introduced prior to using the
worksheets. 2. That those creaforo/publishers of first grade
reading materials who use the methcd of 'oral teacher &rec
don" provide specific statements for 'he teacher to use. Vo-
cabulary employed in the speedic statements should be that
which also has been lntroduced to the learner prior to the aca-
demic exercise. (This recommendation would helealthidate the
problernsmssociated with conceptual comprehension difficid-
ties.) 3. 'that those creators/publishers of first grade reading
materials develop a system whereby there is a commonality of
controlled eocabuiniy from which directional vocabulary is de-
rived which exceeds 90 percent.

Order No. 77-26,045, 193 pages.
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,THE EFFECT OF A READING ACTIVITIES PROGRAM
UPON THE SELF-CONCEPT AND READING ACHIEVE- °
MENT OF PRIMARY GRADE PUPILS

litIPEC, Patricia Ann, Ed.D.
University of Pittsburgh, 1977

-X

.
44

Ilan)! ec.ucatbrs have demonstrate) tl .: importance of ac-
tivity in the learning process but there has Iron little research

, that has been conducted on the relationship between the use of
an activity-based program and the self-concept and reading
achievement of pupils.

, The intent of this study was, then, to determine whether
primary grade pupils who participated in an activity-based
reading program exhibited a higher levet,of self-o?ncept and
reading achievement than did those pupils who did not partici-

. pate in such a program. ' " .
A total of four hundred sixty-three pupils in grades one,

two and three participated In the self- concept phase of the study
and three hundred fourteen pupils In. grades two and three par-
ticipated in the reading achievement phase. The pupils were
equally distributed among the grades and in the control and ,

- experimental groups. s

The pupils were enrolled In the classrooms of -Pittsburgh
Public School teachers who participated in an in service in-
crement credit workshOp designed specifically to develop II*
"Reading Activities Program. Participants in the study were

° randomly assigned to the experimental group or the control
group. Teachers and students who comprised the experimental
group used the "Reading Activitiei Program' in conjunction
with the adopted basal reading program immediately upon com-
pletion of the workshop; teachers and pupils In the control group
utilized only the basal reading system and used the Reading
Activities Program" only after the completion ofhe experiment.i T Mhe SCAMIN Test of Self-Concept and the Metropolitan
Achievement Test were administered to all of the students at
the onset of the experiment and these scores served as the
pre-test scores. After approximately one semester the same
to were adminittered and the results served as the post-test
su

hypotheses dealing with sex, treatment, grade and two- and .
three-way interaction were tested through a three-way factorial
analysis of variance of mean gain scores with an alpha ley 1 of
US. The criterion variables of self-concept and readin
achievement were subjected to this analysis.

The findings on the criterion variable of self-concept in
cated that pupils In all three grades Of the experimental gr up -

achieved a higher level of mean, gain scores than did those
pupils lii the control group. pupils in grade one of the expe i-
mental group, particularly boys, exhibited the greatest mea
pin scores. The analysis of variance, also indicated a high y
eignificant three-way interaction of sex by treatment by gr do.
It was virtually impossible to separate the effects of these
variables or to evaluate the %Mew' chat any one or any c m-
bleation may have exerted on another. -

The findings on the criterioif variable of reading ache -
wont indicated that experimental group pupils In grades tw
and three with the exception of mates in reade three, Mai d
higher moan gain scores in reading than did those students in
grades two and three of the control group. In the examination
of the main effects of the treatment, that is the experiment
and the controlron the measure of reading achievement it Ivas
found that there is a highly significant difference with p o '. 12,
In addition, there was a significant two-way Interaction on he
pin In reading achievement for sex by grade big there was no.
significance attached to the interaction of lex by treatment, .,

>_-- treatment by grade, or sex by treatment by grade. t.....--.114
-- -''. The data indicates that the treatment was highly.sipificant.

ThWflhthniesuggests-that-readitiractistilleLi tin the classroom
"are meaningful and beneficial In promoting readhii Tickle-W:1 ne--
for both male and female students.

. Older No. 77-21,248, 124pages.
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RELATION BETWEEN COMPUTER-ASSISTED INSTRUcTION
AND READING ACHIEVEMENT AMONG; FOURTH, MTH), .
t.ND SIXTH GRADE STUDENTS . . 4t '"

4

LITMAN, George Howard, Ee,D,
Northern Illinois University, 1977

The general purpose of the study wag to determine the effete.
that participation in a drill-and-practice computer-assisted
instruction (CAI) program had on reading achievement. Spe-
tifically, this study sought to reaffirm the current theory,that
there wad a positive relationship between CAI participation
and reading achievement at the end of the year of kiatruction
as well as two years after instruction. Previous studies had
Shown thisreiallonship existed at the end of the yeai of instruc- - '..

tion but longer term results were not available,
The Iowa Tea of Basic Skills (ITBS) reading achievement

scores at the end of the year of instruction and two years after.
instruction of students in the miadie grades who participated
in CAI were compared to ITBS reading achievement scores'
of similar students not,participating in CP.I. These raw scores
were converted to z scores before the comparison since the
students took a variety of levels of the ITBS. A factqrial co-
variance procedure was used to allow the simultaneous etanp
prison of scores of male and female; fourth . BM. and sixth
grade; CAI and nrn CAI participants.

In the analysis of covaria ice procedures of reading-achieve-
Intent adores at the end of the year of instruction, statistically
sigilicani F values were found on the instruction method and
scx main effects -is well as the instruction methdd and grade
lord Interaction. In the analysis of dovarianca procedures of
the reading achievement scores two years alter instruction,
statistically significant .F values were fund for the instriso.
Lion melba( and grade level main eflects cis Well as the instruc-
tion method and sex interaction. It was concluded that fourth - t
and filth grade CAI participants scored higher on the test oe 4

4 leading achievement at the end ol the year of Instruction than
did non -CAI participating students, It wan also concluded that
male CAI participants scored higher on the test of-reading
achievement two years after the year of Instruclionthan did
mast non-CAI participants. .

Additionally, the ellectiveness of CAI as a viable instruc-
tional technique was promoted for three reasons. The in-
creased reading achievement scores of CAI participants was
not only statistically significant but when converted to grade
vquivaient scores was apparently important and desirable.
This increased achievement of CAI participants was obtained
at relatively low cost. Finally, this achievement was accom-
plished by middle grade students who have been considered as
hopelessly unsuccessful in special reading programs.

Order No. 77-20,883, 79 pages.

.

.

,
A LONGITUDINAL STUDY ON THE EFFECT OF READING
INSTRUCTIONAL METHOD ON THE WORD IDENTIFICA-
TION RESPONSES OE CHILDREN ACQUIRING READING

LOPARDO, Genevieve Susan. Ph.D.
The University of Chicago. 1977

Chairman: Rebecca Barr ...
,- . - ....

Put cpse, The primary purpose of ihts study was to investi-
gate thc effect of instructional method on children's word
identification responses as the children wer acquiring reading
skille,A secondary purpose was to study ih usefulness of
error types as fial'ariliEtifCelitIct's-use-of ngung. informe-
tion In word identification,



°. Three types of language Information were studied: gfaphic
Information (sound-symbol association), contextual informa-
tion, and the use of the word sample (the set of reading words
taught to the children): The child's usp of language infornia-
tiqn was inferred from segmented errors, nonsense errors,
and errors that were graphically sintilar to the text; the use
of contextual information was.inferred when the error was con-
textually appropriate to the text; the use of the word sample
wits Inferred when the error was fropt among the set of read-
ing words taught the child.

Methodology. The comparative case'study method was
useiWdy the learning of three average aptitude, non-read;
ing kladeigarten girls instructed by three different reading in-
structional methods: combination, phonic, and whole yord.
To investigate the effect of instructional method on children's
word identification responses, detailed anecdotal records were
kept for each subject during instructional sessions, monthly
tests on isolated words and contextual material were adminis-
tered,,and transfet of reading skill development to non-in-
structional material was tested, 0

Conclusions. The following conclusipns were drawn rela-
tive to the primary purppse of the study. (la) Instructional
method was associated with advantages and limitations for be
ginning readers at different stages duiing reading acquisition.
During the initial stages, the blending within the phonic method
caused diffituity. which was overcome in later stages. How-
ever, oral reading was less fluent for the phonic-instructed.
subject than for the'other two subjects. The combination
method was difficult at initial stages apparently because the
method involved whole word learning and word parts. After
the initial difficulty was overcome, few subsequent difficulties
'were encountered within the combination method. The whole
word method was initially easy but became increasingly diffi-
cult as the number of words taught and the similarity between-
words increased. 014 A phonic emphasis exceeded a, coMbina-
tion approach which in turn exceeded a whale word approach
In facilitating children's identification of novel words. (le) In-
structicutal method was neither related to use of contextual in-
formation nor the tendency to draw words from the word sam-
ple

The following conclusions were drawn relative to the sec-
ondary purbose7of the study.. (2a) The segmentation error was
founddo be a good Indicator of the child's use of sound-symilot
association; the graphically similar and nonsense errorwere
problematic as indicators. (2b) Although all subjects produced
low proportions of contextually appropriate errors, transfer
test evidence indicated all subjects were able to use contextual
information to identify words. Therefore, reading errors are
problematic indicators of children's use of contextual infor-
mation. (2c) The word s:mple error iuse<I in past research to
infer a whole word approach to word identificatioll) was used
by all subjects. Therefore, this error type was not an indi-
iator of method but may be related to the type of material used
hi instruction.

O
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FIFTH-GRADE CHILDREN'S PREFERENCES FOR ILLUS-
TRATIONS IN MIDDLE-GRADE BASAL READING
MATERIALS

LUCAS, Daniel JOc, Ed.D.
Montana'State University, 1977

The purpose of this study was to: (a) inVestiiat4 prefer-
ences among fifth graders for itlustrativ4 style found in basal
readers (i.e., realism, cartoon, abstract, innfrespipnistic,
photographic) when the illustration accompanies a particular
literary form (I.e., legend, pbem, biography); (b) examine Ohms'
tradiens from ail the selections of tht five major basal reading
seriefo,Leats_wriiten for middle grade children In order to clue-
,sifit the type of -illiistratiye styles/4mnd in them; (e) read, eval-

. -

uate, and categorize as to literary form, the approximately 800
selections from the same five basal reading series texts written
loc middle grade children,

The problem was investigated by: (a) a review of literature
related to the problems; (b) a review of the five major middle
grade reading texts: *(e) an Investigation ot52I fifth grade chil-
dren's preferences for illustrative style; and (d) a tabulation,
analysis and comparison of data gathered.

The major conclusions of the study indicated that: (a) the
rank order of literary selections in fie major middle grade
reading texts was: informational article, poetry, reading ac-
taveties, contempot'ary re:elistic fiction, traditional literature
(Including legeN1), biography, modern imatasy, historical fiction,
and drama; (11) the laahesa percentage of illustrative styles for
legend, poetry, and biography ni the same texts was impres-
sionistic, photographic, and photographic respectively; (c) there
was a preference among fifth graders'Tor illustrative style
when the illustration accompanied the literary forms legend,
poem, biography; (d) there were significant difierenccs between
the following %%ten the illustration accompanied xparticular
literary form; male and finuate fifth gi auers' prefercii;e-l' .

poem; Mexican American andCaucasian fifth graders' prefer -
ence -- biography ; Natives American and Caucasian fifth graders'
preferencelegend: non-Caucasian and Caucasian fifth
graders' preferencelegend.

The major recoinniendatlons of the study were (a) all per-
sons reponsible for the purehasc of material to use in the
teaching of reading to middle grade students should rdreire
training in critically evaluating Illustrations as well as the text,
due to the large amount iof space and dollar ouelay committed 9.
to illustrations and the resulting expense to school districts;
(b) photographs were utilized highly by publishets and students

_ in theltudy-tended to choose photogrilihic styles for poem and
biography. Personnel who are eraluating reading texts for use
with middle grade students should be aware of these prefer-
ences. The trend in published anaterials lb include more pho-
tographs should be encouraged.'

Order Nc. 77- 25,832, 225 pages.
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TRAINING FIFTH GRADEOS TO TEACH: THE STUDY Or
A CROSS-AGA EXPERIMENT

MYERS, Edward Joseph, Jr., RD
Boston University Schoolof Education, 1977

Major Professor: Ralph L. Mosher

, The purpose of the study was to examlneltile issue ofotrain-
Ing for cross-age teaching and to study the effect Of training on
a group of fifth grade students. Thd study grevy out of the cur-
rent interest in cross-age teaching as a vehicle for psycholog-
ical education and the realization thatlhd question of training
had not been.well 'researched.

The study was conducted at the Valentine Aimy elementary
school in Cranston, Rhode Island. Filth grade students in the
Experimental grOup were trained to tutor first graders who
needed assistance in 'sight word vocabulary. 'The fifth graders
in :lie Control gAnifi'also tutored first graders but dict not par-
ffelpate in any training other than the use of sight vocabulary
word cards.

The study utilized aspektri of both experimental and clinical
research. A two group, pro-test, ;lost -test, control group de:
MP was used. Both Experimental and Control groups started
with twelve students. The study was designed to answer the
questions: 1. What are the-teaching kphaviors of Witt grade
students prior to any ttalning? How do they react in typical tug-
toring situations? t As a result of the training experience,
do fifth graders demonstrate a knowledge of recommended
teaching practices as measured by thelryerformanee on a tu-

es



taring simulation' test? 3. As a result of training prior to tutor-
ing, do fifth graders exhibit improved elassreom behavior as
measured ey teacher ratings? A related question so: -ht to de-
termine if the experience of tutoring resulted in a measurable
change of their classroom behavior. 4. Do first grade students
instructed by Veined fifth graders demottrate an increase in
their knowledge of sight voct.bulary grey r than first graders
instructed by untrained tutors?

A training program consisting of eleven one Hour sessions
was developed. the content of the training program was based
on research as towhat constituted geocreteaching, clues kola
theliterature on arose-age experiences with elementary pdpils
as tutors, and relevant factors in the development of the child
that could serve as a guide.

The instruments used to assess the effects of the training
program were: a Tutoring Simulation Test developed by the
experimentei; the Devereux Elementary School Behavior Rating
Scale, and a word test consisting of 200 sight vocabulary words.

The results of this stuby indicated that the teaching behav-
iors of fifth graders prior to training was characterized by a
tendency to use very authoritarian behavior in dealing with
problems. They tended to react very hars,hly when their posi-
tion was challenged. It was also found they did not initiate in
struction welt, but they did employ social reinforcement tech-.
niques to some extent. Analysis of variance results of the
Tutoring Simulation Teseindicated theExperimental group

showed significantly greater knowledge of recommended psy-
chological and pedagogical techniques after training. Sigeifl-
cant melts (P :.01) were sustained in a post hoc analysis of
the nieariscores by the Scheffe method. Regarding the effects
of the training and tutoring on classroom behavior, neither the
training nor -the tutoring had any significant or striking effect
on the way participants themselves behaved as students intheir
classroom. First graders who were instructed by trained tu- °

tors learned more sight vocabulary words than those instructed
by the untrained tutors. Although tne raw score difference was -
largo. it ai.-kliffo 'rand tt be at a level of statistical significance.

Rees, mendations were made to: (1) closely supervise ele-
mentary t tors if they are 'utilized in cross-age programs
where the cunger children are inclined to challenge authority
or to test emits; (2)carefully study the issue of training in
planning a 1 cross-age programs so that the needs of both tutor
and tutee re addressed; (3) assess the teaching behaviors of
participating students before cross-age teaching is undertaken;
(4) consider the use of simulation techniques as a way of deter-
mining how students may react in prescribed situations.

Order No. 77-21,685, 170 pages.

SOME EFFECTS OF EXPERIENCE - RELATED READING
1NSTRUCI1ON ON THE WRITTEN LANGUAGE DEVEL-

...OPMENT OF FIRST -GRADE CHILDREN

QUINN, Anne-Marie Vickers, Ed.D.
University of Maine, 1977

.Adviser: Robert E. Lowell

The purpose of this study was to determine the effects
the written expression of first-grade children when the chtle-'
dren's own spoken words are used as the basic material for
teaching reading. it was the researcher's intent to clearly
explicate a method, influenced by the developmental stages of
ErikErticson,.for teaching experience-related reading, and to
provide some evidence of its effectiveness.

The population for this study consisted of the 483 Grade
One children in the seven elementary schools of the Bangor,
Maine, Public School System. Experimental and control groups
of seventeen pupils each were drimm from the three Grade One

.

glasses in Fruit Street School, the elementary school Identified
as being most completely representative of the population of .the city. Two of the Grade One classes were taught by conven-
tional basal reader methods; the third was taught with a last-

..

guage-experience approach. Subjects fOr this study were ran-
doinly &min add randomly assigned to the...experimental or the
control group. -4.

The experimental group received experience-related read-
ing instruction for ninety minutes, twice a week, for a nine-
week period. Beginning reading materials were based on the
experiences of the children, the children helped the teacher .
create the reading and writing material, and vocabulary words
were taken fro', stories composed by the children.

Written language samples were collected from both experi-mental and control groups near the end of the pine-week pre-
gram. instrumentation for the study included the Carlson °Ans..
lytical.Originalitt Seale and the Sur,* of School Attitudes. 4
Data was analyzed by the Mann-Whitney U Test.

The experimental group wrote a :larger number of complete
sentences than the control group, the difference being significant .at the .01 lovel of confidence. The experimental group used a°
larger number of difficult words than the control groin) (i.e.,
words not listed in the Dale List of 769 Easy Wordsl, the differ-
ence being signifiCant at the .01 level of confidence. The exper-imental group wrote stories that were more original and ere-
ative than the control group, the difference being significant
beyond the .01 level of confidence. Vf.een the writing samples
of the experimental and control children who were member of
the language- experience classroom were excludedlrom sta-
tistical analysis, and only the u riting samples of the experimen-
tal ane control children who were members of the conventional
basal reader classrooms remained for analysis, the following
results were obtained: the experimental group wrote a larger
number of complete sentences than the group significant
at the .001 level of confidence,the experimental group used a
larger number of diffiCult words sigelficant at the .001 level of
Confidence, and the experimental group wrote stories that were
more original and creative significant at the .001 level of confi-
dence. Therewas no significant difference between the children
in the experimental group and the children in the control group
on th& Survey of School Attitudes.

Ordir No. 77-21,854, 196 pages.
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THE EFFECTS OF CONSERVATION 'TRAINING O REi.D-
DIG READINESS IN KINDERGARTEN ,PUPILS "

Oa

ROBERTS, Kathleen Piegdon, Ph.D.
The University of Oldihoma, 1977

Major Professor; Dr. Richard Williams

This study concerned the analysis of two methoers etlread
big re4liness training. ?earliness training using the Distar I
reading program, and readiness training using the Dis.ar-=Fro2
gram and conservation training.

The purpose of the study was. to determine the effects of.
two programs of training on hailing readiness. By comparing
gains In reading readiness seals, It was determined which of
the techniques Mr readiness had been more effective during
the time period involved, and with the kindergarten, students
Included in the study. The effectiveness of conservation train-

, sing orreading readiness was examined by,these results.
;Sixteen classes of kindergarten students in Edmond, Okla-

; homa were selected for ti.e etude. The classes were randomh
assigned to experimental and control grops. The experi-
mental group had 188 students, and the control group had 197
students. AU students were administered Form A of e Mete
ropolitan Readiness Test as a pretest Measure of ee ding readi-
ness. Both groups thew received eighteen *eeks of tar I '
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training; The experimental group also received thiee weejis
of conservation training in conjunction with thesDistar I pro-
gram. form B coigns Metropolitan Readiness Test was admin-
istered as ,a posttest at tale end of the eighTql:77:lcvee period.

The data was used to compute mean, standard deviation,
correlation, and regressed gain scores. Then a 2x2x2 analy-
sis of variance was computed on the group mean gain scores.

Coliclusiens drawn lrom the study were 1. There was
equal Acitrantne rn Wing readiness training vIa the Dieter I

.epro.gram as in giving conservation training and readiness train-
ing. 2. There was equal advantage in giving readiness training
via a combination of Distar I and conservation training as in
giving just readinessGTfling, 3. Therwas eleal advantage
in giving readiness training to both males and females via the
Dieter I program as in Wing a combination of Distar training
and conservation training. Order No. 77-21,4111t9 pages.
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THE EFFECTIVENESS OF TEACHER-GRADED NORM-
REFERENCED AND CRITERION- REFERENCED TE.§TS

'AND GRIODED INDIVIDUAL RESULTS ON THE READ-
ING CeMPREHENSION OF SECOND `AND TH1PD GRADE
PUPILS

ROBINSON,Vesie Ray, Ed.D.
University of Houston, 1977

Reading has long been a major concern of persons pro-
foundly interested in the effeetive Advancement of eeircation.
The educational decision-makers of the Colonial Period empha-
stied reading as a means of enriching learning. Boyd Win-
chester expressed this idea in 1900 in the following lines:

A love of reading has a most ennoblinraied refining ten-
. deney;.. . . It is essentially a pleasure which is net only

, good in itsell, but enhances many oth fs. By extending
the range of our'knowledge, by en1 ging our powers of

enthy and appreciatie it add incalculably . . . to
the !Merest we take in the licit of events which form
the great workhdrama arouu .as. The love of reading .
is the, richest and happiest gilt o the children of men.

The Issues rcgardimethe most,profitable modality to enable
pupils to realize' these experiences through reading became
the vnaguard in a national consciousness toward reading km-
provement.

The Problem
0

The purpoef of this study was twofold: (1) to compare the
reading achieelmcat of three groups of second grade pupils
designated as Group IA. Gjoup 11), and Group lc according

"to the teachers knowledge of th4flitspils mdividual rending
competencies and limitations in 6ecific reading skills at the

-1 beginning of the :tin nier and (2) to compare the wailing
achievement of ti rev groups of third grade pupils designated /
as Greet) HA, Grutip lift, Group ilc according to the teachers'

..),knowledge of the 'nimbi' individual, reading competencies and
litnitations in specific reading skills at the beginning of the .

semester.

The Study, e

The subjects were:4000nd m trattiracie pupils who were
enrolled In' ten schools in Galveston, Texas. The table ofIlan-
die Nun 'bers was used to yield sixty second grade pupils 4c1
sixty third grade pupils from a population of 1,312 pbplts who

e.

' A.
-
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were enrolled in sixty -five classrooms.- the 126 study subjects
consisted.of boyhiind girls who representell approximately
eighteen racial grouPs. The sixty study subjects on each grade
level were derided into three categories: Group >A, Group B,
and Group C. There were twenty pupils in every group on each
grade level. The Table of Jeindom Numbers was used to select-
twenty-nine second grade teachers andthirty- Six third grade

.teachers as study participants.
'Two instruments were used to yield the data for.tlus inresti- CNA

gatiom lowaTests of Basic Skills and Competency Skills est,
,The former jest is a norm-referenced achievement test w

rest,,

was used to ascertain the pupils' grade level.growth. The
latter test is a criterion - referenced test which was used to
identify the pupils' reading skttl deliciencies in specific areas. - ,

The statistical, treatment of the,data revealed the following:
1. the results Or the Iowa Tests of Basic Skill's posttest vat
highlf significant for Groups A an B on the secorkil and the

, third grade level, 2. the...tests results.on the Iowa Tests of
Belie Skills Posttest were statistically significant for Groups
B and on both grade levels, 3. there was signiiicant.dif-
(armee in the posttest results of the Competency Skills Test
on "Word Meanings" and "Reading Comprehension" for Groups
A and C on Ihe seconcLand the third grade level, '4. the post-
test results of the Competency Skills Test on 'Reading Com-
prehension" for Groups A alid C on the Second and the third .

grade level was,statistically sigAilicant, 5. there was sails*
cal significance in the posttest results of lb. CompeteneySallis

- Test on 'Study Skille.for Groups A arid t oe both grade
levels, 6. the posttest rem-as-Or& Competency Skillb,Test -

on "Study Skills" for Group B and C on the secolici and the
third grade level differed siimticantly, 7. the dillerence in the
posttest results of the Comeeney Skills Test en the, foiir
tested areas for the second and the third grade groups was .

statistically significant, S. of thethree second grade groups,
Group C made the lowest mean store On the Iowa Tests of
Basic Skills posttest and the highest mean score on the Com-
petency Skills Test posttett, and 9, of the three third gar;
groups, Group C made the loweittnian score op the Iowa
Tests of Defy Skills posttest and the highest men score on
the Competency Skills Test posttest.

Order No. 7744,447, 140 pages.44 r

4

A DESCRIPTIVE AND ANALYTICAL SWOT OF THE
LNSTRUCTIONAL COMPONENTS FOR ELEMENTARY

' SCHOOLS IN THE S1X-YEAR READING PLANS OF
THE SCHOOL DISTRICT OF PHILADELPHIA, 1970 -1976THE
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4

SCHAAF, Albert Karl, Ed.D.
Temple University, 1977 V A

The purpose of this studywnks to describe the elementary
grade instructionkUmponents of the six-year reading plans
in Philadelphia. (1970-76), tokether with their goals and ob-
jectivei, techniques for evaluation, and r sults; critically .
analyzing their consistency with central goals and guidelines -01
and their internal consistency; analyzing also their,relation-
ship to curiently accepted essiimptionzin reading instruction;
and identifying possible reasons for their success. Analysis
was also made of the commonalities and differences between
and'aMong the eight plans, changes in the plans during the six
yedrs, and the extent lewhieh goals and objectives were real-
ized, both city-wide and by district.

4"
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Conclusions

1. In vibe/ of the fact that achlevenfent scores were dectildng
city -wide prior to 1970 and,ristig in 1976, the improvement
In reading achievement seems frhe attributable to the six.
year reading effort.

a. The Philadelphia reading effoct may be regarded as success
ful,at the elementary school levb1 because in the seri:1;1ot

. 01976 theredgas an increase in the percentage of students
scoringsin thelunctional reading range (above the aixteenth
percentile); achievement levels of pupils in grades one and
two were sigtrior to national norms; and achievement ...

tavelitof ,pupils In grades three to six were closer to na-
tional not than in spring, 1971. Thus, the goal of June,

973, was largely realized.

'3: The success,of the reading plans appears to be due to the
organization of the Project on emanagement by objectives
basis, because that organizationTequires all personnel to

. operate in terms of a clearly defined plan without which
)even arch. vital consideratiods as commitmentotew mate-

rials, money, and staff development programs could be. wasted.

4. Under a management by objectives approach, district and
schogl personnel can exercise a large aliment of autotxry
in the development of reading plans while remaining con- .

, foisted to guidelines and limitationsnet by or negotiated' '
with central administration.

.

5. No one instructioal approach or set of materials can be
,regarded ph superior to anothetin the Philadelphia reading

. 'plans because the rate of progress during the six years was
approximately the same in all eight districts. For the same
season, no one overall district plan can be regarded as
'superior to the others. -

6. The fact that thi rate of growth in grease K-2, as measured:
by achievement test scores, was greater than that In grades
three to six.vms probably due, at least pally, to the city-
wide emphasis on early childhood education-

?. The eight district plans became more simila; to each'other
' in the sixth yeathan they we're in the first; especially in

terms of objectives, which were more behaviorally stated
in the sixth year, and readies Programs, the number of
Which increased by the sixth year.

S. The most common characteristics In all plans were oblec-rn
tives and evaluative procedures related to standardized
tests, pupil competencies, and criterion-referenced tests;
and instlectional components based upon a desire to pro-
vide individualized instruction appropriate to the needs o1
the children, employing programmed materials and com-
binations of materials utilized on the basis of a prescrip-
tin approach, with a decoding emphasis for slow learners.

t. The idea of determining instructional strategies 'as part of
a diptria plan is either not fully understood or not .
prded as important by school personnel. The defhdtion
of the term is brief, with no elaboration; the lietinp In
the plans Are wry generaL The request for such Hating
appears only in the plan for 1976 -76.

10. District plans appear to Have beeneen baud only partially on
assumptions which-derive from major reading research of
the 1911.0's. Order No. 77- 21,786, 2a5 pages.
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A STUDY Off' THE FREQUENCY WITH WHICH- THE
DOLCH BASIC SIGHT VOCABULARILTOCCURRED
IN THE LANGUAGE - EXPERIENCE STORIES OF

. FIRST GlittDE CHILDREN

STEPHENS, France's Driskeil, Ed.D.
'the University of Oklahoma, 1977

fitiajbr Professor:. Richard P. Williams

0

Although :Le language-experience approach has oven recog-
nized as an effective means of teaching beginning reading, this
point of criticism persists: the approach provides insufficient
exposure to basic sight 'words and Infrequent opportunities to
practice recognition of them. This shifty represents an at- ,
tempt to test thevalidity of the criticism. - .

The data of the study were 16,000 lapguagb-experience
words dictated or pefsbnally written, bhtween 1970 and 1970,
by 120 firs( grade boys and girls living in four central AlLia-o
home communities.' The communities varied In population
she from 15,159 to 369,37? and the socioeconomic, strata of

..tba children ranged from high to low.
The frequency with which the words of the Doti+ Beale Sig

Voeabu occurred in the 16;000 language-eWetTencewor-0-'
of study y was compared with the frequency with which the
wards of the Dolch Basic S Vocabu occurred in first
readhr words Enng aran:dlor to 94 and h) prior. o 1970..
The 25 most frepentlymecurring woods of the Dolch Basic /

Vocabilary 'in this study were ranked and compalaTrith
itscmost-irswently occurring words of the Dolcb Basic
Si it Vocabulary as ranked by Dolch, with the rankiniM fn
both lists. The first 23 words of this study included 9 vied*
not included by Dolch. The first 25 wordeas ranked by Dolcb

. included 8 words not Included in the first 25 words of this
study.

Conclualoits drawn from the Dialogs of th ntudy suggest
that the Dolch Basic .8,.,yocabulary and th.. Johns Hui»
Mon of the SR Basic Vocabulary ass equally use -R.
rffilanguage-experiesce approach provides sufficient ex-
posure to, and adequate opportunities for the practice ot, the
words of the bet. basic sight vocabularies; 3) the language-
experience approach provides an effective means of presenting
basic sight worsts to first grade children; 4) the language
experience approacb provides basic sigh; word traiping coon-
parable to that provided by recently published first readers;
5) changes in language usage hale occurred during the last sp
wars; 6) the frequency of occurrence of basis sight words in
the language - experience stories of first' grade childr,kliving
'in central Oklahoma is Influenced neither by socioeconomic .

nor by population size; and I) the actual form of ex-
pression, whether dictated or personally written, usod in the
production of the stories mikes little difference as to the fre-
quency of occurrence of hasidaight wads-

Order No. 77- 21,411,.193 pages,

A COHORT ANALYSIS OF ELEMENTARY HEADING
ACHIEVEMENT SCORES DI TWO SCHOOL DISTRICTS
WHICH IMPLEMENTED THE INDIVIDUALLY GUIDED
EDUCATION PROGRAM

SZYMCZUK, Michael, PhD.
Iowa State University, 1977 . 4

flupervisorek Dr. Trevor 0. Howe and Dr. Bay Bryan 4

The purpose of this Snyeatigateon was to study thb long
term-effects of the Individually Guided Education (IGE) pro-
gram and the school differences relative to the amount of 10E,



A

concept implementation on elementary grade-equivalent read-
ing achievelnent scores in two local school districts. Through
an experimental design referred to as a cohort analysis and
A Survey of Effective School Processes. an instrument which

. measures the amountGot IGE concept implementation, this
investigation examined the reading scores of 875 thilciren in
the Ames school district and 711 children :n the Indianola
school district. Using made level :is the repeated measure
and using schools wiev different amounts of [OE implementa-

, tton.as the random variable or treatments variable lwcesplit-' plot analyseawere computed for each school district. Other
main effects were sex and cohort. One analysis employed
students' scores as observational units, whereas the other
analysis utilized the cohort by:sex by glade within building
mans as the observational units.

The results of the Ames analyses foupd none of the null hy-
potheses significant. Hence, as measured by this study IGE
implenientation was ineffective with Nerd to reading achieve- .
ment in the cooperating schools. Further, necaifse the amount
of IGE concept implementation.vras both small and inverts
among schools po conclusive evidence regarding its effect
formed. .)

Unitise the.Ames analyses, ope of Indidnola's as ys ed re -,
jected a null itypothesie, which was that schools varied across.
cohorts. A study of the efot for the school by cohort interac-

t tied means revealed th3t after a school implemented the IGE
program its immediate succeeding cohort's readint score

- rose. Ihis was.egnsestent across schools. ilifortunately the
eared not to related to the amount of 4.

ntation nor were the znaintenance.and ma-
res consistent across schools. In

rats of incredse
1GE contept !mg
hanceinenl of reading
-addition, the sex'by cohort interaction was significant. An ex-
avilnationof.theplat for the interaction revealed that as all of .
the Indianola schools implemented the ME program the male
reading scores increased. Hence, males seamed to benefit

:from IGE program implementation.
Another aspcc: of thieineestiption was se compare ama-

teur anexpert raters on several scales of A Survey ofEffec-
ffee School Processes in therAnigs and Indianola school dis- '
tr,icis The results tddieatetkinit white expert and amateur
raters scoredeqUally on the average, individual experts were
more homogeneous in their storing.

In. summary, the IGE program had not affecteceleacling
achievement scores in the cooperating schools of the Antes
school district, -The Indianola school district implementation .s

" of the IGE program was beneficial for immediate succeeding
Cohort. groups and male reading scores when students were
used as observational wits. However, maintenance of IGE's
effect upon readinescores was inconsistent among schools.
Finally, no conclusive evidence iegardingtheamount of IGE
conceptimplementation's effect upon reading scores was made
because of its small, invariant amount among schools.

- - °seder No. 77- 26,014, 121 pages.
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,A COMPARISON or PRIMER LEVEL PUPILS' COM-
PETENCE IN PHONETIC DECODING WHEN AUX0MATED
INSTRUCTION IS SUBSTITUTED FOR TEACHER PRESEN-
TATION IN' A DIAGNOSTIC PHONETICALLY ORIENTED
BASAL READING PROGRAM

WILEY, James William Ed-p
University of Houston, 1.77

The purpose of the study was to compare the effectiveness
of automated instruction with teacher instruction in increasing
first-grade pupils' skill in phonetic decoding. Both.approaches
used the phogetic decoding materials in the primer -level text

_:.Creen Feet, Published by Economy Company.
. , .

.

,

The sample consisted of eighty -one pupils from the three
highest of /lee ability groupings in the Marlin Elementary
school in Marlin, Texas. Each group was divided into control
and experimental subjects based on race, sex, and tg letter
rating of the Metropolitan Readiness tests.

The experimental erogram consisted of 35mm slides and
audio cassette tape presentations of tha phonetic decoding skills
in the thirty-three plans of Green Feet. A.-Singer Caramate
was used to present the synchronized slide-tappresentations
to the experimental group. The control group was taught by
the teacher. The experiment lasted seven weeks.

The Metropolitan Achievement Tents, Primary I, 'Forms
F and G, and the Essatency Skills-Test for Green Feet were
the measurement instruments uesd iu tl.e study.

Based on the findings of the stk.* the following hypotheses
were not rejected: (I) there would be no significant differences
between the meangain ofthe phonetic decoding shill attained
by primer-level teactier-instructed pupils and that of primer-
leeeis:mils instructed by an automated, instructional program:.
(2) t e would be no significant differences in achievement
between the control and_experimental.groups bar each of the
ability groupings represented in the instructional organization;
and-0)_ffiere_would_b.e no-significant differences in-the-compe-
teas); levels between the control and experimental grobps as
measured by four subtests onahe diagnostic test accompanying'
tbe.bas5rreadingprogram The two remaining hypotheses --
(1) there would be no significant differences in achievement
gains within the control and-experimental grpups related to
ability grouping in the instructional orpnization, and (2)there
would be significant relationships for the control and experi-
mental groups between thg measures of achievenient and the
Metropolitan Readiness Tests letter ratings and the selected
demographic variables: ability grouping, free lunch, kinder-

1'g:erten, race, and sex -- were not decisively rejected.
Based on the study's findings the following conclusions

wcre made: I.-Primer-level pupils can learn phonetic degoding
sicills through automated instruction as well as pupils who
Ceiveleacher instruction whin each approach follows_the same
sequence and utilipes the same instructional aids., 2. The ef-
fectiveness of automated instruction as conpared to tedcher
Instruction of phonetic decoding Skills is not affected by ability
grouping at thfirst-grade primer reading level. S. Achieve-
ment gains may be attributed to innate pupil activity rather than ,
the result of either automated instruction or teacher instruc-
tion. 11. The phonetic decoding skill competency levels of
pupils tend to be similar "whether automated instruction or
Teacher instruction is used topresent the skills. 5. Potential
biases such as race and aocioeconornic status tend to be re- ;
diced by the use of'automated instruction.

The following recommendations were based on the findings
of this study: I. This study needs to be expanded on a Iongitu-
dlimi basis, beginning with the primer-leyel reader andliViti-
uing through the !second grade, to determine the long range
effects of emigrated instruction:on pupils' Mastery of the
phonetic decoding.skills: 2. A study shouldbe conducted using

- various sized, groups iebotiOtomogeneous and heterogeneous
settings to determine the most advantageous grouping arranges
meat for automated instruction. 3. This windy should be replt-
cated using different pppula.lions.,,f, Studies 'Concerning thee
impact-that variables -such as race and socioeconomic status
have on pupil performance ender automated Instruction and
teacher instruction need to be conducted.

Order No. 77-24 440 134 pales.
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THE DEVELOPMENT OF A lidERARCHY FOR TEACHING
pliOttEME-GRAPHEME CORRESPONDENCES IN THE
MIDDLE GRADES 4.

WOLINSFil, John Thomas, Ph.D.
The Florida State University, 1976

Major Professor: Billy M. Guice

The purposes of this study were: I. To extend a previously
developed hierarchy of phoneme-grapheme correspondences in
beginning reading into the middle grades, and 2. To determine
at what specifid readability level, between 5.0 and 9.0, the 121
graphemic options assigned to readability level "above 5.0"
were likely to occur:

A list otwords for each specific phoneme-grapheme cor-
respondence was compiled. These lists were compiled by ex-
tracting words from the followiqg four word list sources: ARe-.
eased Core Vocabulary: A Basic Vocabulary for Grades 1-6,
An Advanced Vocabulary for Grades 9-13 Basic Elementary
Reading Vocabularies; Computational Analysis of Present-Day
Americus lungfish; and Word frequency Boot. Webster's New

......1-Collegiate_Dictionary_(19761 -was_usetta.s.a.gstidelet all
jounciations.-

Each word on the iailou's lists was graded as to its read-
-0- ebillti level. Words determined to bereadability level 10.Q or

'dove were net.includect-on the.final- lists;
"- The level of placement for each specifiC phoneme-grapheme

correspondence *es then determined by ascertaining the lowest
level Mier below which, a total of five words occurred. mother
words, the readability. level at which the fifth word containing
a specific correspondence occurred determined the level of
placement of that correspondence in the hierarchy. A specjfic
eorrespondence must have occurred in a minimum of five words
in older to be placed in the hierarchy.

Based on an analysis of the data collected in thisetudy, the
fidiowinf conclusions were drawn: 1. A hierarchy for extending
the.thaehing of phoneme-grapheme correspondences into the
middle grades does exist. 2. There were twenty more graphemic
options eppearing below readability level 5.0 than had previously
been determined- 3. A sizeable, number of graphemic options
(541it the 121 imrestiptedi could not be placed that') hierarchy
due primarily to the fact. that the number of words in which
they occurred was too small (lens than five to wevraat teaching
the phoneme- grapheme correspondence to students at the r-
Mauler grade levels in question. 4., Certain graphemle*Iopns

- may cigeyr in many words beyond the readability level at which
that option was placed in theiderarshy. containing-
a spacifri-griperiiioptlon may not appear on the lists included

_ -
loafs study due to the restrictions on word placement and the

- exclusion of words above readability level 10.0. S. The method
, ei determining the readability levels of non-graded frequency-

ranked words by utilizing the adjusted Thornlike and Lorge
ponveksioeformula

Reconaneadations tot-fustier stud,/ were hellcats&
a Order 210., 77-12,173, 130 pages..
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suited in the completion of a greater,aurnber it individually-
prescribed reading objectives (10s). The selected reinforcer''
included both intrinste End extrinsic rewards since the apperi
oritypfone over the other has not been prawn. The three
reinforcers chosen were: (..i) a tnken economy using a variety
of tangible -items, (2) winning free time for friends, and
(3) teacher-selected incentives. These reinforcers were tested . -

while controlling such factors as sex differences, chrontiegr
teal age, reading level, 1.Q. level, socioeconomic status, and
teacher differences.

_ *review of the literature had demonstrated coriflictinr
elect regarding the superiority of different types ofrein-
forcers used with children. There appeared to be a need for
further research regarding the following factors: feasible,
inexpensive reinforcers for use in large group settings- re- "-

search on peer approval rather thah peer competition; and
research on teacher-selection of reinforcers.

The design of this study included three experimental groups.
The subjects were grade four students who were one or more
years below grade level in reading, who were enrolled in High
Intensity Reading Centers in central-city schools (MC) which _
are funded under ESEA Title 1. This is a Criterkih7referenced

----management-system-btavhich.intermediate grade_studeplciaLend_
-'40 minutes each day working on predetermined individunily-
'written prescrip(ions fat reading %kill development. When a;
reading skill has been matered, the student is awarded a
certificate of proficiency for that particular individual, objective;,

- (10). For his study, subjects were awardedorie of the three
different reinforcers--tangibleituns, free time for friends,
or leamher -chosen incentives--to determine which resulted in-
the completion of the greater niimber of tOe.

, The findings of the,etudy indicated that teacher-selected
incentives were superior to tangible items (p<0001) and su-
perior to free time for friends (p<.0001). .Free time was sig-
nificantly better as a eeinforcer than were, tangible items
(p<0001). The largest amount of-ivarianee was caused by

- teacher differences, while the variables sex, chronological
,age, and time of day students attended the center accounted for
vpxy little criterion-variluice. Also, since treatment.groups
piere matched, there was little difference in socioeconomic
le- vel, J.4 level, and reading levels.

. 4
. The most significant implication which resulted tronithe

! findings of this study was that tangible rewards, whiciehave
' been shown in studies to be a powerful reinforcer with ceritrat-,_

MALTS= OP MOVATIONAII, READING TASK

ci
USED IlittlEbTZD. GRAD! ?OUR

Aasis
_

WOO, Lenora Mae, Ph.D.
11* University olAkron,.1977 .

Thisitudy With denigned to measure motivational ette4s
thrit positive rein fokere oft neutral -itti grade four sea-

was_tadeterinins which.roirdosters re-

_ . clty students, were found to be less significant than the In-
tarigible reintore era of winning free time for friends, and the
te,acher-selecte.d incentives. This seems to indicate that re-
inforcers can be cost-free. The results concerning tclicher
variables supported the position that perhaps varieties within

- the affective domain were operating, and it is recommended
that these should be examined in future studies. It is also

- suggested that there should.'be further resew lh with stronger
controls, with other grade levels, considering raciakisejors,
sad to determine it the gains made affect classroom acadentie
achievement. Order Na 7743,45 1 146 pages:
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THE EFFECTS OF VISUAL SEQUENTIAL MEMORY TRAIN-
ING UPON VISUAL SEQUENTIAL MEMORY AND READING '
ACHIEVEMENT IN FIRST, GRADE

'!,1*

ZuWALLACK, Raymond JOhn, EdD
Clark University, 19T7

Supervisor: Dr. David Zern
. o

Reeent'years have seen,consicierahla'interesti speculation,
and research directed toward short -term visual sequeptial
memory arid it* possible rote in the reading prOcess. Past

'; literature contains studs* that yield impressive correlations
between visual memory and different aspects of reading achieve -'
meat, including word recognition and paragraph 'comprehension.
Conceptually, it is poisible to envision both visual setsiential
memory and reading as being dependent upon several under-
lying factors, including visual discrimination, sequencing abil-
ity and mediation (e.g., visualization, inner verbalization).

Unfortunately, there exists virtually no research onovtiether
short-term visual sequential memory can be affected by sys-
tematic training and whetherantervention raatertalizes in post= .

tiee transfer to readiagachliveinent Yet, In recent years
many source books and training kits, providingpsycholinguistic
t`iirdiselilbsiFadn" laity burpOiting to `stren'g'then" visual -

sequential memory) have toad thole way Into the schooliand
are being used by teachers with increaitig frequency. With
the-above in mind; the research described in this study was
designed to teat the validity or effeetheness of visual sequea-
Oil:memory exercises when used developmentally infirst
'grade. e . --

The cutrent investigation encore passed 189 first grade chit-
dreg locin. four schools inTour SoutheasternIdassado7, ' .
setts towns. The chit', -n in eight participating classrootiii

.
. : were divided randoinli, nto experimental and control group'

The experimental groups underwent visual Sequential memory -
---exereises on a-weekly' asis-forthe-greater-partof a school

. year. Concurrently, thecontrol groups experienced
exptessien exercises (Callinefor largely routine imitative be- *-

haelorand gross bodily mevementS). Judged to be farrremoved
from 'reading andtepossiss little or no potential for transfer *-
td reading achieveitent.

'Ilia regular classroom 'teachers administered the training
exercises to the first graders. They were agitated by twenty". -
one teacher-aides. Procedures were established so that the
teachers aedleachei-aides had equal amounts of contact-with
an experimental group and with a control group. Posttesting
*eluded both the Visual Sequential Memory_and_Auditory
quentlail Memory sulitests of the Illinois Test of Pacholinguis-

_ tie Abilities and the California ReadingAchievement Tests.
777%ilata were treatedby an analyst of variance design,
_geared to assess both the main effects of method (i.e., exposure,
to the visual memory exercises) and possible interaction ef-
Seats of method with sex,_ege,A.O. (or) attendanceNat one of.the

Schools in the study.
Without exception, statistically. insignificant findings ware

obialised. The visual seqUential mernory,exerciscs,
.tered to the children on a 'systematic basis for most. of a school
year, apparently, lacked sufficiente-iransfer width' not only,to

*.. affect reading bat Also visual and auditory sequential memory.
Certainty, the unequivocal nature of the results must raise
serious questions regarding the value of systematic and exten-
sive school use of visual memory training programs similar
to that employed in the study at hand. 4

Order No49-26,586, 334pages.
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Copies of the:diOsertations may be obtained by addressing.
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, thriyersIty Microfilms Internatipnai'
100 North Zeeb Road
Ann Arbor, Michigan 48106
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