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T The negative impact of development on women is. .
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of the .world. The sfructural and historical rrécesses that erode the i, -
power of women and shift the balance of power to men's favor, as well B
as shifting power to fewer and fewer men, are related to integfation 5%
in a world economic systen that demands a mobile labor force and the  ° 7,
alienation of land, which is then used as a commodity rather than a

resource. In earlier days it vag assumed that development, following &
precisely the wvestern model, would be'a good thing for everybody. .
¥cmen, marginal to the whole process;.uopld_of course be ought

along with the men. Now, however, we are convinced that t western N

mode’'of development is fraught with problems for the develdping .
world. Further, women are now seen both as independent and dependent:

} variables in the development process. Women are very often victinms of
"a develcpment process imposed upon them by western %en making western
assunptions about what women do. When women are left\out of the '

“development process, change becomes Iopsided and less effective; as
women lose statusg, future pogitive change becomes endangered. The B
implications of ferritorial displacement of women are crucial in ’ . 3
understanding the adverse impact of development on wonen, -~ '

. Multi-national linkages in development have drawn men away from the

. countryside and made the life of rural yomen ewen more digficult.
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. ‘Woman and DeveInpment ) : p

. . ' A World System ApprOaChv T s \\.
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. If this were the late l950s there would be’ nothing problematic in the

title, Woman ‘and Development. It would belggaumed that development, following
\ L
’ prec1sely the’ western model, would/be a good thing for everybody. Women,'

/ ,
- . N

marginal to the. whole process, would.of course be brought along th\_he men.

W N

Men would be the real agtors in brimging a country to the "take-off" stage:%

’ T X r
Developmént would involve the assimilation of highly complex technologyq i ‘

order for thgs to happen, attitudes of the inhabitants of ""backward" .areas of

s Lo
the world would have to change. They would have to stop acting in the ., ’

&
-

traditional fashion and join the twentieth century

. If this were the late 1960s, we would finally-be beginning to question
O

the efficacy of the western model of development We would have begun to

- ..

. doubt whether or not it could be applied to the less developed countries of\J

T -

e the,world We would also begin td have the germs of doubt as to whether it

¢
would be ébod for everyone if it were’ applieq We would alrejdy have begun

T to sef the greEh revolution make the rich richer, while the poor lost

0
A .

. ground even faster_than before.2 But women would still ‘not ; 4 source of

* . 1 ™ & .

:concern,'because women were only the homemakers and breedersf those involved
~withtthe inner spherés, those who‘somehow provided the spi;;tual calm that
* by £ hd ' * A - +
all;wed their men to seek the best paths toward a perhaps 'less westernized ..
modi of development.‘ ’ ‘ f
i e -
f\ But by the late-1970s, problems of development are redeﬁined We are

nqw convin&%d,/hat the western mode.of, development is fraught with problems

Y
i .

. \
t - - . .
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" status.

fot the developing world. Furthex, by examining our éwn history.we can begin
£ , 2
e 2 *
to see serious inequalities both within and between the sexes with increasing
F ] ‘ ,\l 9' )
industrialization and extension of monopoly capitalism.- Another variable has

. . . ‘.

entefed into our caleulus in examining:the impact of the development process.

Women are no lqnger seen simply as a brake to.khe . development process because

we bear too many children with too little concern for’ controlllng our fertility.

. Women are now seen both as 'iridependent and dependent variables in the

dévelopment process. Women are important in setting their own goals for what
o { . )

.

they view, according to- their own'unique circumstances, -as preferable develop-,
3 by > § .

—

ment goals. But women also are very often‘victims of a development process
]
. -

impjsed upon - them by western men making western assumptions about what women

do. When women@are Ihft out of the development process, change becomes lop-
& ) .
sided and less effective. ?urther, future positive change becomes endangered,
. “t‘ L4
as women lose stat Leaving women out becomes part and parcel of being

incorporated into the world systan, where, hecause of the dominance of

e ' -
<

Judaic—Chrlstlan ideology, womer:' s place Ls defined ‘as.narrow and peripheral

” - .

Despite the problems implicit in development for women, I reject the

notion that somewhere in the rosy past gverything for women was perfect

.

Instead, I am trying to systém;tically,dgtefmine under what conditions women

have the most power ovﬁé their own?lives and when worfen have. the highest

’ P
3 B N .
.

Women's!Status , S L . _ Lo
I will use the definition of-womeﬁ's status given by Bounque and Warren.3

9, . 2 .,

"the degree to which women share equally with men in‘defining society s valued

objects, and the means of their attainment.




[}
&

°

) .4
. ' . v -
As westerners, we cannot, set Egrth for another people what those valued .

2
a . . .
~N N . .

objects are, nor can we, from our ethnocentric distépce, decide for them the

-

‘ - . o
best way fer them to get there. . We can have important inputs to development,

- &

’ . '

) (\’but only when we are sensitiv% to these basic idé;s of self determiqﬁtion_fof

each individudl group. . ‘ * ,

@ . .

¢ ”- h
valued objects,; depends L

<

.

Woman"s status, her abilify to define society's

!

. N ! - ~ . , “ . .
in large part over command of reszurces. Three resources are available tolw_

women: 1J economicy 2) organizational, .and,3) religious and idepiégical. All
# .

of these are resources that women 7An mobilize to support ‘their points of *
. \ . - * .
q;ug and to give them feelings of worth and dignity, as well as to protect

L
=3 " .':.‘ -~ /

a <

.
. v

ghéﬁ’as individuals and as members of a group. ) .

kY . .

[ )

Df‘ferences In Womeq's'Status . - , : .
. . (. ’ 7 ' ’ .- .
* . Development does not affect-all women the same way. The impact of -
/—\ ) . \1 . . >,
. development varies according'to: 1) the relationship of the pa;tibular ‘

.

setting in which the women are found to the world system, 2). the class = .
structure of the society and the posigiLn df different women in that class -
. * > Ly 2 ) 3

t structure, 3) the degree to which wdﬁen have tradifiBnallylﬁobilized resoyrces,

s - ‘ . N

o . . ,
and 4) the degree of territorial displacement current for womemn, especi&i}y

?, N o ? o

thrpuéh mérriage; - o ‘ d ; . .. PR

K Generall& we find thenmo}erintegr1§gd g_society‘beCDmes in, the world ° ‘ ) g
: economic system, thé more women lose in“terms of:the econog&?\%nﬂthe;r cﬁ:i , v o :‘
trol of land, their ability to sell c_héir own labor, _andfci'agi'r control over. o '

- _ the means of production. They lose in érganiﬁatioh,,asféamilydst}uctu;é ig T .

broken down and the kind of kiﬁéhip supports agéinst cruel or thoughtless " .

* A . . . .
°

husband are taken away by both forced and voluntary ﬁigration; Sng as WOmgn'é ;. %

a

==
an




- groups,fprimarily informal womenés groups, that supported women in times of

their greatest travail, decline. Women also lose in terms of ideologz

- \

B .

_and sngols. The more:gntegrated a society is into the world -economic

. C AN ..

N system, the more in{egrated culture becomes into a larger ideological reli—
. gious system which is male dominated._-ll'folk religidns in Latin America, -
~ a ~

. South As1a, Africa, and the Middle East, the rituals are controlled by women.
ﬂ\ﬂ \

However, as religion becomes more routinized, it ‘becomes mo7e male.\ The gods

™~ - ’ o, A . - LA 4
are seen as nale, the priests are.male, and access to religion then-becomes - .
controlled by. males. . Vo
. K . “ ' .

The position of each woman in class structure. in her own country is
indicative of’diffgre;;ial inpacts_of deveiopment. We fihd that peasants are
influenced differently than the nrhan middle class:. Even among peasants, we
cannot generalize‘}bout women., The women who are landless peasants suffer

v - ~

A 4 . - - ’
much moére in the development’process)than those who own a substantial amoynt

-
LIS

of land.” _ ' " : : '

- P » o \ . - ) ' N\~ ,
) . The degree to which women traditionally have mobiﬁized resources, and e t

particnlarly theiresourcesof\prodnction andﬁgrganiiation;affords differential

. ¢ ¢

- N . . -

. , . t > .
. means'to react to development. In some societies, women were not'very active/

in agricultural production, particularly"as the systems developed. ln,others,
-‘ - . '-
basic food production has been in female hands.? » . ~ ‘ v\

-

-The_iﬁplications of territorial dfsplacement of women are crucial in

. . .
. . - -
~ - - -~ .

. understandingwthe adverseuimpact of development.on women. In societies whéte
0 | e . . N -, . ’i(’,
°, PR ) ’ ) i, ’ zv '\
w0men were forced to marry"outside their own villages, they were cut off from . :

the links of kin and sisterhood that might haves given them tesources to

, Lo

b

<

s

,impact, their fates. Indeed tragic tales are told of China in thé@nineteenth .

.t century, where maidens would commit sucide rather than marry, the person their

.
s - . . 3

° . .,

N . 2 I8
. 14 ~ *r < -
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parents had chosen for them. That unhappy choice, better than any set of .
. " N e .

/ e

statistics, demonstrates the hopelessness such women felt about their fate.

e ‘ ' . A
. —

f}They' were physically removed from resources and power.6 )
. ’ ‘ o *

}’ ) ‘s .‘ gé .--
’ a v / ' - ‘

Resources and Sex Roles s -

' that people were hunters and gatherers. Hunting is‘usually a male activity
.and gathering a female activity, bgcause gathering rec@ives'less_travel and

-is thus compatible with responsibilities of child car§f7 There is much dis-

\
4

cussion now in anthropology about which of those two functions was more
! - PR
important for sustenance. It has been aSsumed that bunting was more impor-
w«g‘p e R
tant than gafhering, and that therefore Qales dominated these situations.

Howpver, anthropologists, primarily female anthropologisti and female aégheo—

-

. ‘ 4

logists,~ are beginning to question this view.8 They péf&%-out that ancheo*

’
i

logical evidence is biased toward bones, and since bones are gained from
C

R hunting, arcl@ical evidence ispiased toward mefiv They argue hayon_ly
vy ~ o \) N .N - . . .2
with the newest techniques can we begin to see the impact of‘gathering and

-
\

. N . . : 4 1] ¥ +
female roles,for sustenance,‘.Roles_were much more equal than previously
.

recognized, but:on a, complimentary basis. There was a balance between the

.
Y P B 3 )

' P~ . * * ° ‘ *
* jobs of men éné;of women. Divisio f labor by sex occurred; but men were

interchangeable with,other men, and women were interchangeable with other

&
.

r

wqmen. Thus indiyiduals wefg not tied to any particular work all the fine.

‘ !'hrough gha /ring ®f f\emale work, great camaraderie was formed.
. 1 L9 .

In these traditional situations, men would never do .women's work al-

.t e ,
a2 » L

L though women sometimes. did men's work. The work that men “add in one society
’ . . y . . ‘ .

may have been the work'that'wOmen'did in another society, so division of!

"labor was more social than biological._ Womenfhad input ingo the decision

|

| .
| .

|

|

|

|

% . . In the early days in most parts of the world, anthropologists tell us "\<:




~
-

' penetration in Latin America all had in common a distinctly nnequal, subor-

]

¢ LN

making, although in many cases men controlled land nse, the important secret
> . N \

societies, and the final deoisions in the ritdal of‘worsgip:loy\

" Colonizatidn .and Women ' : “ ‘ ‘,
Tnet tra@itional complim:ntary system gave hign status to women.J.Imperial
oominetion caused a najor break‘with the‘pést. \gritish, French, German and.
o PR
“Portyguese oolpnization in Afric\:g§ the British Rsﬁ in India; and Iberian

»

dinate view of women which was then~dmposed on the subject culture.
Spain made jts, initial advances into\tétin.America right after they
: ' [

thréw off the Moorish occupation. The Moors introduced to the Spanish :

Catholic culture. the Islamic ideology of verguenza (shame and honor), where ~

it is men's duty to protect their women. A woman's virginity was equal to

the man's honor. A man's honor depended on sexual conquest of other men's

v
'

woten and sexually shielding the women "belonging" to him. Youssef does an

excellent job of showing the transition from Islamic to Catholic views of ° }

women . )
. ’ . T ’ '[
. This view OZN:ZEzn when brgught to the new world had none of the socia
- ‘ N, N o Fs i‘

” f M « -’

structural balancds favorable to women that was present tp women in the

Middle Eastf' While often we think of women in Purdah as tremendously op~?f
Coe ki |

-

.presseo’/their separation from men éan serve as a form of protection. Ofﬁfn

lom

5&; ~ 2
those same women secluded from male society were able to ‘command a large‘.
¢ .
number of resourCEs. Islamic law, unlike Roman law, allowed women to in‘b%it

o~ i . s
12

s ?3
Informal female networks and their own folk éeligious ideology'gave women4-
'5!‘ - L4 L3 ~ 2. A

great importance in these social settings: However, none of these structr
v & s . '8 Ss

supporting women was transferred with the ideology to the- new world, and L

v s DR
&)‘

property. In traditional Islamic societies, women had close female frie {s

3
aiy
:
5‘
A

!
i

.
-
-
LY
-
o,

’ . .\~ T » C ‘v - 4 ) ~: \ ,' %
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e new setting those symbols became oppressive to women. Indeed, even in
N , ’1 * N o ~

he Middle Eastefn Eoﬁnﬁries; the ideology which once hblped.wqmen began to |

¥ 8. .’

hinder them as tbe’mare western notions of propérty prevailed. .
. = o

w < R l\z}\ ’ ’ %

In Africa, colonization occurred during the Victorian-era. \ In that -

e 7

- ~ L3
view, women 5hould be in the home: Modesty was the great virture; and wofteh

4 -

were "developed" by putting on as many clothes as possible: Because, of this

view of megn's_proper place,- men were employed by'the white colonizers as

-

héuse servants and field workbrs. While neither of these were particularly

pleasant jobs, that division of labor gave men technical training and accéss

. ~

to education not availaQI: to women.”

“

1

Men were encouraged in growing cash crops while women were not. Men

-
.

- grew cotton ahd cocoa and were given'the technical assistarice needed to
_develop it. \Epmen, who have always in the African situation been in charge

7] \ ! ) . . - *
of stibsistence agriculture, had more ,subsistence-work, to do. The men who had

previously helped;;hem in- cutting and burning the, land in preparation for
. I

pléntiﬂg had gone to mdre lucrative jobs;where they received cash income.

4 rd
Men received the mone&, which they used for beer and recreation.or plowed

- back into their farms. When they réinvested, they did so in the male areas'i

. . N . - -

of the Farm, which were cash crops not usable for food. The food prod&cérs,
. « ’ - ! - . v

the women, could maké no improvements in lafid quality.. Men achieved more

’ [

control over the land as the western legal system of land tenure was intro-

tﬂ

duced. Communal land, which assured women their right to that very important

K resource for production, was systématically distributed to individualsf—almost
. ! . " . ¢

N always males.15 The liberal administrations of Africa, Oceéniégand Latim °
| ‘ . : o ' ' .
i America alienated communal land and gave property Fitles to men, who tould

o ~
N ‘ . [ — ’
. y . /

‘ « | .
. * - -
. S . «
i
\
|




N . ‘. Al . . >
¢ . - - ¥ \ '
» . A} . Y . .

then sell them to the highest biddefl Women‘§ use rights to land wdre ig-

" nored in-this liberal c’levelgpn;ent,inove.16
L N . -~ N t
Women and Agrfiuflurél Development '
. T e .: . .o A
In most less deézloped -countries, women have traditionally been pro-

AX 4 - .

' * . . . -I
preservation, and preparation/ They care . !
- < . '

e . 8 ' . 2

for livestack and poultry.‘ They are'vftal in provid{ng food ot themselves, -

prodqétion, processing, storage,

their children, and often their husbands. Multi-natidnal kages in'develop—
* = ' * ° r

-,

v

women “than is intended for the countries as a whole.

-~ ‘e P - *
We insist on our western model .of capital'inteésive technology and capital.

.
[N

- . B . . . ot '
intensive agriculture. For decades the method of development imposed by the
; . .

% :
western world on less developed.countries has been-b

~

gger and better macpines:.

on large scale industries, to a very large degree leave out women. It is not T

<

-

that women are incapable innately of using such industries. It is that women

w

iﬁﬂaeveloping couﬁtrieSfare less likely than men/to be literate.
N . A " . .

N .o
- ] .

>0
R (3

i




F . . ‘ ' oo s BRI
_ The n%%fformal education given to\girls.emphasizes cookery,‘embroidery, -
.,sewi;g and handicrafts, while h?owledge and skills of" agricultbre, animalo
husbandry, markkting, cooperatlves, environmental ‘hygiene, food_ preservation,
famlly llfe and, other subiects are rarely part of their formal schoolidg 18
. Furthermore, the extension service istivided by sex on” éhe western

model., Men, who are marglnally engaged in subsistence agriculture or only

/ . 4 ~
-

raise cash crops, are given access to’ credit, technelogy and cooperatives.

]
- ' . e -

Wogen, who are concerned w1th food production, are 1eft an exténsion serv1cé

L3

that teaches them how to better organize their kitchen or‘how to, bake macaroons Z:}

/

7 and other'skills appropriate'for middle-class housewives in England and .the’

- . [
- .
"

United States, but downright ludicrous for women to attemptain a developing
19 - ' v e : L .
settin -, . . N
. g. o . . . . ’ . 3
Not only is technology and development policy as relatgd to agriculture i

LY

detrimental to women and detrimental to production *of food for’ local popula— .

' tions, it‘has also furthered’the profit—making potential of the large interr
: national capitalist enterprises.. The development of colonial prosperity
. P

b
_ depended in large degreevon womqp and women as agriculturalists.. The high

profits made by companies in Africa, Asia, and Latin Americaﬁzere due to the

fact thatewages could be lpw because.the money earned by the, men did not have

¢« amount
to be the totaﬁﬂneeded for reproduction of theilabor foree. The men\we(é -

o

-\

C

'S
subsidized by their wives in subsistence agriculture. Women grew,the crops
il
’and fed the families, while the men, employed in multinational enterprises,

brought in very'little ‘cash relative-to what’ they produced. >,

r .

o~

Women, sing traditional farmang methods; subsidized colonial development K

)
in. the mines,éﬁhe plantations and even in some of the early industrles.

- \

Often the low wages paid by the international conporations split,families. >




— . At o .. . d L Q N - R . L‘/ I N
"Men migrated from rural areas, to gain.cash wages. But thosé wages'were not~—-- o
r , ° N - .

‘high enough t support their entire families, so, _the e women remained to dp the i '

« . - -
subsistence griculture.while the men went to the urban*centers to'make I -Eﬁ?-
a . \ . : v 2 ' ,-. QU_ N ¢
. prdfits for he large companies.%P ' Vsl . * et
[ - ) * \ / ' ¢ . '

k] -
by the so—called developmental agents, the women dld ‘not have ('/ -

. ——-— -

V' JIgnore

~ ]
-

: ,access to echndlogy to improve agricultdre through, investments. Soils were -

. * e _4_,.4'\

d living -became harger and Harder tro eke Qut of the traditional "

- o

depleted

- .

% ~,areas.’ len machinery and technology were introdueed they were on}y fgr the. . .
{ ! )

' ' .men. Often the mechanlzation that was introduced meant that women lost the

« N t . s,
women oncé’ did to prov1de them with $ome petty cash\yas now taken .over by o A ¢

‘ ) - M * ' ‘. .ok

w mach es.- Women bedame more @nd more economically dependent upon 'men. ‘Lower «
. , A Lo o

. e ’ wl " ) ' ’w R

: The,technology that\came in was very seldom aimgd at/helping women with : .
— ) i . - .
he major- tasks they faced. Traditional women spend a great deal of time

/ . o b - .‘ .’ . c o,

,in,co g and washing. Central piped ater. is ‘seen as -

- A2

e‘use. Rﬁ/nwafer’catchm“nts and solar cookers to eut down . ¢

r
ofi time and energy used '’ in collecting fuel and wate\\haVe .never been, viewed
t’ .

as a priority item in deyelopment technology '_ > .' o , o s

-

unally to. aid wopen in

L . * D‘\
. . their work. Irene Tinker p01n/s out that small .mpl ments such -as presses,s.

) v . N
¥ ]
. 7 ° .

T grinders, and cutterg generally ?ave been introduced to men even when_ the ) .

. N . S ..‘a\ "

=7, . work.for which.they substituﬂ!‘l&aditionally have “been done by women.,' hi l;' K\
/v . . " . e . . I“‘Q




»

v .
The availability of corn grinders in Kenya, for. example, clearly saves women

a
Pl

many hours of manual effort though they also spend many hours going to the‘
grinding centér and standing in line. - But why are women - themselves not

taught to operate these grinders? Oil presses in Nigeria, tértilla making.

-

machirds in Mexico, and sago processing.machines in Sarawak also are pur-

.
E)

chased. and operdted by men, because only men have access to credit or money.
/

"Historically/African women' have been active in provisioning of their °*
families, This is a role which they play today although they are being

restricted in their efforts to feed their ﬁamilies by multi-national'cor-

porations and food plocessing agri-bu51ness as well ag by national land 9
£ )

reform in crop programs. 22 Development\alongaghe lines of the liberal U.S.
model has marginalized Women from their major source of income. and left them

without the means to provide for their families' welfare. ?hey are made more -
' 23 . .
dependent upon men. X ’
¢ - - . . ‘

j -~
Boserup demonstrates that in rural areas women became victims of develop-

Eent and their stdtus declined as their productive role diminished. Develop—
: &

'

Q%%ent technology in rural areas, particularly in the\:Ereen Revolution," has
dﬁtrimental to women as it’ has been for all poor groups in society. 24
‘i €§‘7‘ t‘).v_ymn . R .
That the "Green Revolution,' which introduced nexc high yielding rice varieties,
l ]
hulling ma%hines, expensive pesticides,‘and fe*tilizers, which did indeed ___\;\\\ .
increase agriculture production, increased rural income inequalities and also

.

incredsed women's dependence on men and women

~
‘o LI - .4

5 N
It has been the poorest women. who were forced out of agriculture and forced.

[

'3 alienation ‘from production.

3to seek non—agriculture employment.25 B ,:";j ot ’ ” \

o ¥ . te Wy - R
y * . » e
TN As WOmen are foIZEH‘ont’%f [Aagtculture, they loseé control of economicm

«

. resources.w,Women must migrate as ‘they are forced to seek new. ways to support
theﬁselves and their families. They Jlose the territorial’stability that

Tt




allowed them to rely on communal éroups.26

through hard times and adversities.

- 12 -

More settled

provided kinship networks, give women emotional,’social,

Those important kig'

communities, which

and economic support

groups and female

ax

carear and their family responsibilities.

together.3
ol

"networks were destroyed as a resource for women by the ecenomic circumstances
L]

which also deprived them of a chance for access to resources.27 Foreign

«
L4

legal norms from the developed world also reinforced the separation of wnpen

28 . N
from resources. v

Women and Commercial Development :
/ .
When women are driven off the land, what kinds of occupations are

available, what sorts of jo traditional job

for_women has been petﬁé trade.29 In much of the cholo ‘'society in the Andes,

o - ' 3
petty trade is an important source of access to resources for women.}o‘ In

-

\addition, women petty traders maintain, their own female solidarity groups and

are able to see the iﬁeological importance of women as separate actors working

4 [

Petty trade is whére. women on the streets and in the markets

sell goods for resale, surplus from their food production, or the crafts they
-

make that can be used readily by their fellow women and men. Through their ,

petty trade they provide food for their children and husbands and clothes for

K X w*"“ s,

their children. Furthermore.petty trading allows women to combine their t

Children come with. their mothers

- . \ 3
to the market and travel around the” trading circuit. In Africa, even with
N )

o ——— the introduction of qore stable office jobs, wo%gn still seek out the kind of

I

~ .
- -~

4

‘2
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$

.cash stake needed for petty trading, because petty.tradiﬁé provides'the

N independence and flexibility that women who see themselves as whole human
\ . . .
. beings need.3% 4

But here again we find development impingesnegatively on women. The big -

' < \
*“““¢ommercial enterprises force’these traders-out. The women have no income and
\ ,

family welfare suffers. We have seen that when mechanization provided commeite
(.in the domestic sphere, it yas men that did it throﬁgh their control of -

: ' tortilla mgkers gnd’other mechénical}devices. The traders who are taking
over the markets are not only,male, but often foreign'hétiohals as Well.33
CF ’ s , . oL

Women here are being doubly exploited by commercial development because

the. kind of products introduced are often inferior to the ones that women

were previodsly sellfﬁé. Wonfen are Sut off both as producers and\bieders of

native-produced products. ‘ . . o

Selling unneeded, inferior goods to women in the less developed coun-

tries is most notorlous in the area of bottled milk for babies. It is well

.
- . %
- - . . - .

known among middle-class mothers ih the United States that breast milk is far
- t o, -

superior to bottled milk for infantsg in. terms of nutritional content of the

wg

milk.and digestibility for the baby. Breast mifk's nutritional advantage is,

<

compounded in developed countries by the fact that few facitilies for hygenic
storage for milk are available and that high price of bottled or powdered ’ ‘

milk makes it prohibitive for mothers to use in the strengths necessary for
' good child nutrition. ‘Nevprtheless, it is sold by the multi-national cor- ‘
o poretions through the new outlets that are replacing the traditional traders. °
As a resuit, child nutritioh is declining and infant mortal;ty‘in such areas ?‘ S
is oégthe rise. ﬁomen again spffer. Further, as women stoh breast féeding

.and go to:bottlgd feeding, fertility goes ‘up, as does the ‘rate of .induced.

N . _— . > : ) B
: .

~ .o .
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. A$ petty trading declines women

co

abortions and deaths from septic abortions

<
-

"lose not only the economic resources thaE\they mustered from their income. N

.

. ’ v . ' ) ’ |
earning capacity, but they lose as well the informal female groups that were ,{

e

so important in teaching each othér skills and in supporting each other in .

. ‘ . . - . ’\
. times of need. : Lo L, .- .

r

, -
' .8 N “

Agdin womeh are defiied a chance to :mobilize resources due to'the . ' !
s . T |
|

imposition of mechanisms of multinational capitalism. Because of the

. { . *

unequal raste of éevelopment among the men in iheir societ§ due to social

-

class differences, most women can not fall back on- & man to support them,’ .

»

-even if they feel it the desirable thing to do.

—— - . - ; « . .
. . . LN Lase .
o~ Women ‘and Urbanization ; , . . .

. ..
A ! i ¢

|

|

. : |

We see womgn‘goving from the rural farms, ‘to the villages,.and ulti- _ {

mately to the cities. This urbanization, ofter used to measure development, \\' ) o
. "% - L : . [

can be seen as a.reversal for the situation of women, anéther step in ,
' s 2 . ) ’ e : -

- -

removing them from the resaurces that allowed them to make concrete decisions

~ over their own lives and the sohiezy,xhat cdntaiqs'them.j’4 . [

- . v - . !
- ‘Women very.often moved to, the ¢éities following their men, altbough it. is
- \ . : I - -- - » N 3 R

- -

hard to generalize about urbanization, because thé circumstances in Africa, ot

. - , oo s

- . . o v ~ - oy e . Kl Py
«-Latin America and Asia are often very very different., In most traditional , . \\\:
gg%icultuéaf areas it is the med who move firsf seeking the cash income jobs, -+~

while the women reﬁhin_on the }ang conducting the agficultural.subsistence

.. -
t M .

. activitieé-so necessary to supplement the male wagés.35 The ' men *cannot . /((
P " . . . 4 A

afford to %ring their famiiies to the cities. \Théf send back a pi%tance each

-
>

' month for their families, if hdeed they 'do not acquite a new mistress in the

r 1

+ city and i;se their noney througp drink and gambling. Thqt Behaviqr, while . N
v - : > R ’\ i
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making §0man's life more difficult, is qﬁite an understandable resphnse of

‘ o

men ‘taken out of a, familiar supportive environment and placed in an exploi-
N ‘l

l N . . .« ™ .
tative, alienated world. . ' . s, L
o M ¢
- v o+ N B \ . <~
-}>._ - Soon women\followéd the men to the cities, and. the phenomenonon oi\{
. . A \ . . . 7

" Atrican women in towns and Litin American women entering the cities became

» . -~ ~

ngie and more marked. ‘With urbanization women lose their ability to contri-

.-buté econéhically to the:fapily. Life is a little easier in the cities,
. & . .

~

— .
options for econofiic resources they have are very few. In Africa the main .

., o
K

gpptions are petty trading,,making Beer, and prostitution.36' In Latin America

the ‘options are becoming&a maid or a prbstitute. Needless to say prostitutidn

"~ .

% .
-is wide spread. Women who seek’ to support themselves and their families '
[ 4 Al f‘:
become victims again as they seek ant_for resources.

. . v ..

‘Women and Industrialization , e

4
.

Industrialization, another form of development often'associated With‘Zr-

.. . : ’ . ~
‘banization, also does not benefit women as much as men and leads often to the ‘

detriment of yomenu37 WomeR ind%strial Qorkers have been\shown to be the .
expehdaﬁle ones.'38 They'york ;ery hard,'butéénlyﬁtemporarily.' Women have

- more, trouble adapting to the urbanized industrial setting for feur major
reasons, according to Bosernp. (l) They have family obligatiqns which make
them less mobile than men sQ they cannot move as, quickly from, job ‘to job

(2) Their occupational choice is more narroﬁlx limited by custom. There are

7 jobs women don't even think of applying for because women have never done

X v 3 " L) .
them in the past. (3) Thexﬂpsually'have-less/edpcation'and trainidg, and, as

.

) ' ) w
» . -

discussed previously, edugation and training of women in less developed
; . "

- - - S . ' L
because often' the long walks for water and fuel are not necessary. But thé

r/"'
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countries has been perverted by the western_ideal of.the cult of true woman-~

" hood. And (4) even without these handiéaps they often face sex discrimination

in recruitment and thus theygane engaged in traditional occupations and face
X . -

traditional obstacles in change. BN C L

39 ¢ ' . Lo K . en . @ . :‘.

»

"Chinchilla™” has shown that poor uneducated Guatemalan women, particularly

AL

A\

in the large cities, are increasingly.confined to‘the°tertiarv s%ctor, Largely

. . ) , ©
aggdomestic servants, In Mexico, poor women who do not become servants

<

remain in what Arine40 has termed the informal sector, which includes menial

-8
and poorly paid jobs such as peEty vendors or domestic servants. Even with
< -

education, Arizpe has’ found, women cannot move out of the ¢ycle of poverty at_.

_"._ < X .

’

»

the same rate as men can. ! ‘ L '

/ . . ’ ‘ .
For women of higheér social class, howevet, urbanization has some bene-

41 . .

fits. Again we ‘are forced to remember the different impact_of developmen?\

on women b& social class. The same economic faq}ors that greatly expanded
the white collar labor force in the Ugited States, Japan and western Europe

L]

‘ has also had its.impact on the developing world. Many of the same jobs that

u

drew north American women into the labor market are also draying third world '

_ women--when they have the family hackgrouhd and education to acquire those

e’ A\ ) .

jobs. These women become clerks, office worhers,’and professionals, .although

' ir ercentage of the total female labor force in the third world is still
P J . .

much smaller than in the United States. It is projected to‘remain much +*

EID § .

smaller unless the world economic order is changed.42 ’ 4/

~

-’ g T e
traumatic as it has

‘o, L

' Nevertheless, f;? the middle class woman#development'has not been so
or the urpanized woman who cannot get jobs, who is torn

" from her family networks tdha very large degree, and who loseé the femaﬂe

.

solidarity groups that traditionally have sﬂpported her. Religious institu-

'tions have become/more cold and more hierarchical although in some 'urban

- & e ) ‘

- 18 N s
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, creasimg number of\women’heading'households.

.
L4

=17 -

-
’ ° v

parishes, for example, in Latin America, we see the women again asserting

, . .
themseiVes as religious leaders. Such status through religious symbols ang’ ;
. organizations tends tq be a class phenomenon where middle—c&ass women gain
~. 5 . t e
43 44,

the most within the Catholic church,

5
.
-
0

-
)

but women gain among religious ‘sects.

~ ’
' ® . : ‘

As we have\seen, it is a massive
‘problem in the rurdl areas when the men leave for the mines and the, factdries
and the women are left-ih charge‘of subsistence prbd\\}ion Female headed

households are increasing d&amatically in the urban areas, as old support
s T )

systems that allowed men and women to live in a complimentary fashion decline

,and nothing emergeé to'take their place.45 ' ,

An increasing number of urban families'are’headed by women.46§ Even in

~

-~ Ll

, male-female households, a minority are legal, long-term male—female relation-

T,hat suggests that the old forms suppor ted by the old systems no

*

longer work and as yet nothing has been established to take their place.

-

Women are without resources, yet canﬁbt depend on men to provide them the
~
respurces they so desperately need. While tradicionally women have been able

’ to mobilize.power indirectly through their family organization by using what

AN s &
H

.ships.4z
.
- -urban setting.
J— ’

rapidly.
Q

Stevens calls.harianismo,ﬁg,evén”thislindirectnpowerﬁof.women;-which:is—l-*‘*”
» » N * N . —” .

basically comtrol by guilt, becomes -less and'less available in the transitory

I
. ( -
- ‘ ?

Lu.
Urban women: have low access to economic resources as well as low access

to organizations "and ideology thatxmight allow them to incggase their status.
Purther, in the urban enVironment the chances of having an input into

-

society's valued objétts .and the means toward their attainment ‘decline very

-

The social disorganization that is.present in many rapidly urbanizing

K

19

“

Another phenomenon that we find affecting women in development is an in- \TX

.
/
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£ areas of the world means that very few pegple have an input, and as usual
° . (’ - 1 ’
> women, who mobilize the least resources, have the least chance td have a say.
! o - .a. ’ \ - . | '{\ ) ' .
h .3 @daclusions [ L ‘ ‘
' ¢y & N . . ' . . .
L. The‘negative impact oft development on women\is wide.spread‘in a variety _xf ;
v v N &

of areas across<classes in. different parts of the world. The structural and

. . ///historical processes that erode the power of women and shift the balance of :

. power to men's favor, as well as shifting power to fewer and fewer men, are

& - A L3 9~.’.
related to integration in the world economic system that demands a mobile:
[~4

‘
N L
v

labor forcekand the alienation of land, whith is to be used as a- commodity

|

|

\

|

|

. . |
¢ . ' .. R N . |
s - rather than a resource. . . . o . . J
‘ ’ . e . N v . |
Factors‘that contriBute to women having less access to resources include o

kS ~ ~ J
|

' 1) the. territorial displacement of women through marriage from one groupw}o
. . 5 ; . b\
another, 2) orthodox religions, 3) coloni2ation, 4) capitalism with its
A . 1] \ -
competition for scarde resources, 5). migration, 6) industrialization,

7 male~oriented moderni2ation stratégies and 8) nge{opment according to the

) P

western model «Those factors allow the symbols of male superlority to be

routinized- as\}ﬁéjone stable set of circumstances in the unstable. chaneinev

<
N - < . 4

,ﬂgxldeeAMale_ideological dominance is supported by women 's dependence )

»

P [}

on‘men,—because women are cuk off from economic resourgces. “But the ideology g

- =
! [% e .\,,
of male dominance is also necessary for ‘men to support their own feelings of ' C

.
[}

' helplessness in an uncontrollable,and often hostile.system. ) .(’T

\
.

DeveIopment then presents a paradox for women. By moving out of tradi-

tional areas int the urbanized industrialized sector,.women havé\a chance at

e . greater cash resdurces than they had in the traditional_areas where their e

- . ‘. . N

position has been undercut by paSt'so-calleg development. .Indeed, often




: né9 "

.. - s
urban women have higher incomes than do rural women when they can find work.
. e i : ] . . 1d

- . . .-. . w o . v ) . v
HoweVer, Elmendorf points out .that.even as they enter the cash economy, they -~

hd )

still do not have the same opportunities that fen do, nor the same freedoms
<

and status they had in the traditional‘setting

-

"They are still’ in the :

kitchen doing their séx &efined chores but experience neither the dignity nor

L L ‘

the status they wouId have in the village.. What happened to the Mayan

wgmen that she descgibes happens to women all over the world. Development.
3!

N

) .
. they cannot control forces gbem from an environment that,. at the least,

M7

is not hostile into pone which is. Particularly if the. Momen is working or . -

A .

R 1ower class, she does thg samt sex—typed ‘work in the informal service sec=

. L o - ~ f “ 'y e,

‘tors that she traditionally did 'but she has even less-control over%her work

. ‘and the profits from it than she previously had Further sne is cut off from

¢

/.
. .the organ?éatiopal ideological supports !ﬁat allow her tb consider herself _an

e | N . T

, effective and complete human being. .. g s P '\’ .
- . > ', .. o . .
Integration into the world System, when land becomes a commodity and -
- .« )
labor becomes proletarianized almost always 'serves to disadvantage Women. /

«

- : / e
;he'demands of world capitalismvfor an easily moved labor force, .the need
. o ' . o ) ] \
for the costs\of'geproducﬁive labor'to_be'borne by women to an ever=-increasing °

~

degree,'and the reaiity‘of women ad a reserve, low paid Jlabor force all break

.down traditional sources of_female’ﬁower and privilege and leave litt&e'to

. 3
[} N ~ ’ v -
. . "

replace it. - L. K ;o ’
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