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Official.Name: People’s Republic of Bulgara,

Location: Southeastern Europe, on the Balkan Perunsula,

Size: 42,785 square miles -

Main Subdivisions: 27 Provinces {Okr™u) and the capnal
city, Sofia, which is a separatg administrative umit

Official Language: Bulganan‘ )

»

Y

Development and International Education . .

*
THE COUNTRY AND THE PEOPLE

Population: 8 7 million (January 1975)

People: 85 percknt Bulgarian, 9 percent Turk, 6 percent
Armenian, Greek, Gypsy, Macedonian, and Romanian.
Literacy Rate: Approximately 95 percent.

Government: Communist P’aplc's Republic
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THE BASIC SYSTEM

Historical Background

Settlement of the Russo-Tlirkish War in 1878
ended the period of about 500 years during
which Bulgaria formed part of the Turkish
Ottoman Empire, and established much of what
is presently northern Bulgaria‘as a principality
under nominal allegiance to Turkey. The unjon
of this principality with”Eastern Rumelia in 1885
brought contemporary B:u}garia into existence,
although its formal independence from ‘Turkey,
was not proclaimed until {908.

Education’ developed /rapidly after Bulgaria's
quasi-independence as/a principality in 1878

From 1879 to 1910 the number of schools
trebled and the number of students increased
fivefold. In 1878 the Nauonal Library was
founded in Sofia, and n 1888 a “higher school”
(which subsequently became the University- of
“Sofia) was established with three facultie®®-his-
tory .and philology, physics and mathematics,
and‘law.. In 1895 a school of art was founded,
and in 1911 the Bulgarian Academy of Sciences
was established. By 1910, literacy had reached
63 percent in towns and cities and 35 percent in
villages, During this post-1878 period, American
missionaries organized a numbBer of educational
institutions, including kindergartens and pre-
school centers, elementary~and secondary
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schools, teacher-training institutions, a college
in Sofia, and theol8gical institutes.

In the Jate I19th 4and early 20th century,
educatibn 1n Bulgdria was organized essentially
according to thé, following pattern. Elementary
education from grades | t0 4 was followed by 3
years’ schooling in the “progymnasium.” Gradu-
ation from this_institution admitted students to
the 3.year “real” school, to the gymnasium
‘(academic general secondary schooly—if their
grades were above average and they passed an
entrance_e€xamination-—or o certain vocational
schools, such as middle commercial schools and
vocational trade schools. After 3 years in the
gymnasium, students could apply for admission
to certain speciali®ed schools, such as the school
for railroad, telegraph, and postal workers, or
any of a number of elementary teacher-training

. schools. After 5 years in the gymnasium, stu-

dents coudd apply for admission to a university
By 1939, despite serious economic and pohiti-
cal difficulties between World War I and World
“War 11, school attendance had become theoreu-
cally compulsory, and the literacy rate was about

. 75 percent In a country with a population of

_only a little over 6 million, over 1 million

» ' pertons were attending schools at all levels., Of

these, approximately 13,000 were children en-
rolled in 254 k’ndergartens. and 9,500 were
youth studying in postsecondary schools.. Also,
three new faculties had been*added to the
University of Sofia, a new Free University for
Economic and Commercial Sciences had been
established in Sofia, and other higher educa-
tonal isututions had been founded. - .
The gymnasium during this period largely

followed the traditional European pattern of

academic general secondary education, consist-

ing of three distunct programs- classical, in which-

both Latin and Greek were taught, semiclassrcal,
in which Latin but not Greek was offered, and
the scientific and “real” schools in which these
languages were excluded and sciences and math-
cmatlcsgressed instead.

The Second World War_generally halted Bul-

rian educational development A Communist-
lgéad coaliion called the Fatherland Front came
tovpower on September 9, 1944 Three years
later, on December 4, 1947, a new Consutdtion
based on the Soviet model was proclaimed

Communist ascent to power in Bulgaria had a
decisive 1mpact upon the Nation’s educational
system Religious influences in the schools, such
as requised, courses in rehigion, were abolished,
and textbooks were written to fresent Commu-
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nist 1deological tenets. Private schools were,
either closed or confiscated and converted 0
public purposes Education was reorganized
from the Ministry of Education down to the
local communal level to correspond in organiza-
tion with the Bulgarian Communist Party and
to plate Party members and sympathizers in
posiions of responsibility The Chavdarcheta (for
childrén 7-9), the Dimitrov Pioneers (for youth
9-14), and the Dimitrov Commupist League (for
persons 14-27) became mass extracurnicular, ide-
ological, social, and educational organizauons
_for young people ' -

In 1949, alichools became coed ucationat At
the same time, the primary and secondar;/
schools of the countrv were consohdated into

«one ll-year unit, with an 8-vear primary cvcle
and’a 3-yeéar secondary cvcle, and a special 5.
year foreign language school (described on p.
11) was established ,

Also during® the immedi3te post:World War
-l period, the number and tyvpes of schools
were increased, with a corresponding rise 1n
enrollments. Camps-for children and youth werg
expanded under the auspices of ihe Dimitroy

" Pioneers and Komsomols, and school boarding
untts were increased and emphasized The num-
ber of chutalishta (reading clubs), museums, and
hbraries also increased All these institutions
and programs helped serve ideological purposes

In 1951, vocauonal schools were reorganized,

“and 1n 1957 a mandate of the Gounal of
Ministers and the Central Committee of the
Bulganian Communist Party introduced poly-
technicalgontent at all grade levels T'wo vears
later, the }959 General l.aw on Educanon cre-
ated a new form of secondary educational insti-
tution, the general polytechnical schaol (de-
scribed on, pages 9 and 10). extended compubson
.educaton from 7 to 8 vears. and mandated that
all students at all levels engage.n “socially useful
activities” that “educate in lahor *
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Structure

The Bulganan educational system (ixrrenlly
consists of a 3-vear ¢rd8e (nursery ,s¢hool), a 4-
year kindergarten, an 1l.vear general poly-
technical school with three stages (a 4-year pri-
mary, a 4-year intermediate, and a 3-year sec-
ondarv), fechmcums and vocational schools at
various levels, and semi-higher institutes and
higher education nstitutions at the postsecond-’
ary level Children enter the geneyal polvle(hm;
adl school at age 7/and must atterdd for &\c‘lrs
(See charton p 4)
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This system 1s in the process of being modi- traimng n the general polytechmcal school (to
fied, however, in response to decisions coricern- be called the umfied secondary polytechnical
ing education made by the Bulgarian Commu- school although 1t includes. the primary and’
nist Party at the end of the 1960's and during ntermediate levels), and (5) upgrading all voca-
the early 1970's. The most notable structural tional-technical schools to the postsecondary

: changes being introduced (outlined in the “re- level. The chart above shows both the current

formed” section of the chart and discussed later and the reformedestructures ’
under “The Reformed Syslem"')‘are (1) shorten-.
ing the duration of the general polytechmcal One of the main purposes of these structural
sctiool fromr |1 to 10 years, (2) lowering the dge changes 1s to’lower the age by which a student

L of admission’ to, 6 years of age, (3) raising the completes secondary education (by the age of
number of years of compulsory‘,sthoolmg' from 16 rather than 18) and thus increase Bulgaria’s
8 to 10 years, (4) providing increased vocational available manpower
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Legal Basis and Requirements

Education in Bulgaria 1s governed by numer-
ous laws and regulations, only a few of which
will be mentioned here Perhaps the most infpor-
tant 1s the following provision 1n article 45 of
the 1971 Bulgarian Constitution-

v

All atizens of the People's Republic of Bulgaria are
enutled to free edycauon in all grades and types of
educational estab{uhgncn'ts, under conditions determined
by faw - . . -
" The educauonal establishments belong to thé State

Educauon s based on the achievements of modern
science and the Marast-Leninist 1deology . .

The, State creates condiuons, for the ntroduction of
secondaryseducation for all v

The State premotes education, improves the general
conditions of work at the educauonal establishments,
grants scholarships s

Citizens of non-Bulgarian extraction. in addition to the
tompulsory study of Bulgarian. also have the nght to
study their own languages )

»?

In addiuon to the 1959 General Law on
Educaton menuoned presiously, other impor-
tant legislauon includes the following -

Order No 631 of December 28, 1971, of the Council of
Manasters, which outhined procedures for involving vouth
who are neither studying nor employed in socially useful
work " Coordinated efforts were 1, be made for their
“scholastic and vocational guidance

Order™o 433 of the Bureau of the Council of Minusters, dated
February 30, 1972, in accordance with Decree No | of
January 22, 1972, which detailed prowisions for a unified
approach to secondary technical education and to voca-
uonal training in general At the same ume, primary
education was 10 be shortefed from 4 to 3 vears, with the
change taking place over a 3-year period beginning in the
1973-74 school year .

v

Decree No 1843 of March 18, 1972, by the State Counal of
the People's Republic of Bulgana, which provided for creavion
of new general counals as governing bodies at higher
education institutions Representation to these councils
includes all levels of staff, student representatives, and
individuals from the appropriate state ministries involved
n the speafic acuvity (e g. transportation, construction,

and agriculture) -

Decree No 907 of the State Countid of the People's Republic of
Bulgara, dated May 9, 1972, which clanfied the activines of
the Higher Ceruficauon Commission 1n cerufving studies
completed at higher education institutions

Decree No P of February 7, 1973, of the Gounerl of Minuters,
which established a unified. system for graduate saining
of speciihsts ’

In additon, a number of programs and poh-

cies concerning education have been advanced -

by Communist Party Congresses, by the Central
Commuittee of the Bulgarian Communist Party,
and by the Dithitrov League of Young Commu-
mists (through' resolutions of 1ts congresses and

-
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declarations of 1ts Central Commuttee). ‘Depend-
ing upon their nature, these decisions are either
implemented directly in, pracuce or are adopted
by the appropriate bodies and given legal sanc-
uon through orders, decrees, or legslation. For
instance, some of the current reforms developed
following a memorandum from Todor Zhivko.
First Secretary of the Bulgar n Communist
Party, to the Politburo of the Cenyal Commuttee
of the Bulgarian Communist Part\and read at
its Plenary Session, held from Jul)\30 to 31,
1969

Administration
The nat}ional level —The Ministry of Public
Educauor{i, ‘headed by the Minister and several

_Deputy of Assistant Ministers, is the most impor-

tant admiistrative body 1n the country for the
primary, intermediate, and secondary education
levels- It encompasses among its many ands
varied functions résponsibility " for ideoclogical
work 1n the schools, teaching methods, and
curricular materials M approves all basic curric-
ulums, courses of study, and school programs,
supervises the writing and pyblication of text-
books and most other curricular matenals and
the preparation of auxihary teaching aids. inst-
tutes standards and procedurés for hiring teach-
ers, establishes school entrance requirements,
determines the calendar for schools of all types,
and can estabhsh or close secondary schools
under its immediate jurisdietion

The administration and operation of most
vocational schools and some technicums are the
responsibility of the Government ministry, eco-
nomic trust (large Government unit responsible
for an industnal sector), or other unit under
whose jurisdicuon the particular trade or voca-
tion falls Each unit administering such schools
contamns one or more educational sections that
are directly responsible for them In the case of
vocational schools, interdepartmental commut-
tees at the national, provinaal, and school levels
also review and administer parﬁ%’ular,\ocduonal
programs These committegs include Yocational
educators, workers from the particular industry,
and representatives from the appropriate minis-
try oF unit On-the-job traiming 15 also controlled
by education committees within the particular
eslabhshmcpls

The Ministry of Public Education. however,
reviews and coordinates all vocational education
and the educauohal requirements for each pro-
gram through a special guidance*counal at the
national level, the Interdepartmentyl Counail

. 5
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for Scholastic and Vocauonal Guidance. The
Ministry also 1s responsible for all’ aspects of
vocational education relating directly to instruc-
uon and methods, for primary and interfnediate
level education courses for J#actory workers at
th ce of employment (under a program
inaugurated 1n 1972), and for vocauonal schools
. not under the exclusive control of other minis-
tries.

Higher education 1s directed by a special
Council of Higher Education, which 1s a subunit
of the nauional Committee for Science, Technical
Progress, and Higher Educauon The Counal
coordinates and organizes the programs of all
the various higher educauon-institutions 1n the

z

country, and determines the number ot special- -

1sts needed to fulfill projected state plans  *

The provincial level —A Province. governed by
its Provincial People’s Council or Sowviet. has as
an adjuncl‘ a section for public education with
some of the structural characteristics of the
national Ministry of Public Educauon The sec-
tion implements the regulations and 1nstructions
set down by the Mimistry of Public Education
and the deasions and policies adopted by the
Provincial People's Council or 1ts executive com-
mittee [t also directly supervises and adminis-
ters most general polytechnical schools within
the Province Often a special educanon commit-
tee from the Provincial People’s Counal 1s also
formed to oversee the work of this section

The local level —A local community. also gov-
erned by a local People’'s Counal. may have a
_speaal secuon for pubh‘é education as an_adjunct
if the community 1s Jarge If not, the Xounal
itself assumes the educauonal functions that
would have been assigned to the secton These
include administering and funding some kinder-
gartens in the community and the schools n
which attendance 1s compulsory (currently.
grades 1-8) The schools are administered on 4
daily basis by a director, with the assistance of
the school soviet or council, .

The Commumist Party —The Bulgarian Com-
munist Party plays a major although indirect
role in the aministrauve process because 1ts
members hold most of the key administrative
posiions 1n al levels of educayon A school
director and a number of teafiers are almost
always Party membe\énd toggdther they consu-

tute the Party cell of & schdol The members
of the People’'s Councils’st’the local and provin-
ctal levels and perhaps the great majority of the

educational workers in the edutation sections at’

each respective level are also Party members At

6

' 3

the national level. the Minister of Public ‘Educa-
ton 1s in fact, although not by law. a member of ,
the Central GQummittee of the Partyv  Likewise
most of his statf. particularly those with major
responsibilities. are high-ranking members of
the Bulgatian Communist Party  The rector of
the Unnersity of Sofia 4lso 1s usually a member
of the Partv's Central Committee Althpugh this
refationship between the Party and kev adminis-
trators exists 1n all other areas of Bulgarian
soctety, it 15 especially important in education
because of the deological funcuons assigned to
education Thus educanon pohaes adopted a
national Partv Congresses and by the (,ennj}l/
Committee of the Partv are implemetited by the
Party members résponsible for the Nation's ed-
ucational processes In each school, therefore,
the school party cell 1s involved in carrving out
these poliaies Similarly, education policies-devel”
oped at Party meeungs of a Province are imple- - o
mented in the schools of the particular Province
Educational Planning . .
State planming for Bulgﬁhan education en-
compasses all instructional levels and all educa-
tion nsttutions Education 1s integrated directh
into the various national 5- and 20-vear plans
according to dedisions made at congresses of the
Bulgarian Communist Party and the plenums of
its Central Committee Fach plan includes a

. s
section on education and s coordinated with the

projected economic and antapated socal needs
of the countrs After being tormalls proposed
and adopted by the Party. a plan must be
approved by the State Planning Committee (01
dinarnily the intrating bodv) and ranfied by the
National Assemblv, whereupon 1t becomes law

Local requests tor funding new i1tems in an
education plan are submitted to the State Plan-
ning Committee through a well-defined.net-
work Each education institution in a Province
draws up a plan and esumutes the cost of ‘any
project that 1t seeks to undertake This plan 15
then forwarded to the secuon for pubhe educa-
tion of the Provinaal People’s Counal ‘There
the requests are reviewed and analyzed in_terms’
of the. Province as a whole Subsequentlv, they
are combined 1nto a unified request and submit-
ted by the pyovinaal section for publi educatiqn
to the rfational Mimistry of Public Educauon
This body next prepares an education plan for
the entire nation and submits it tosthe’State
Planning Commuttee. which analy/zes and adjusts
it in terms of the onginal draft ot the Party
Congress and submits it to the Central Comnmur-

4
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tee of the Communist Party and the Counail of
Ministers for rauficaon The final plan and
budget then must be approved by the National
Assembly, as indicated previously

The State Planning Committee subsequently
serves as the coordinating 'bddy for the plan,
gathering statistical data and developing indices

. Ly .
* regarding progress toward 1ts achievement. Tts

powers are considerable, and policies developed
by that body are obhgatory for all ministries,
provincial councils, and insututions, in¢luding
all schools of everv type at all levels below
higher educaton ) .

Plans for higher education in Bulgaria are
drawn up in terms of the projected nauonal
gemand for speaialists 1n a parucular discipline,
field, @r industry The Committee for Science,
Technical Progress, and Higher.Educauon es-
tablishes nauonal education prionities and deter-
mines student quotas for edch specalty as
whole as well as for all higher education institu-
uons and their teaching fields. These quotas
must then be confirmed bv the State Planning
Committee before they assume the force of law
.and actual quotas can be assigned

In certain vocational training programs, the
number of openings allotted to each field 1s
determined jointly bv the Ministry of Labor and

" Social Welfare. the State Planning Commuttee,

and the Ministry of, Public Education—again on
the basis of projections submitted from the
various industries and economic and agricultural
enterprises Since 1972, the Mipustry of Labor
and Soctal Welfare has been responsible for

-~
unitving all acuvities involving retraining work-

ers and updaung their skils This retraining
aspect 1s included in the.total planning program

Financing.,_

Educaton is financed as part of the nauonal,
budget, in harmonv with the long-range state
socioeconomic plan (or plans), and in line with
the general policy decisions of fhe Bulgarian
Communist Party and 1ts leadership The pro-
posed education budget 1s usually assembled by,
the Finance Plan}nng Secuon of the Mimnistry of
Public Education on the basis of needs at the
national level and stated requests from the
various Provinces’ Even certain locally financed
expenditures are integrited into the total na-
uonal plan This projected education budget 1s
then submitted to the Minwstry of Finance for
review and posstble revision 1n terms of the -
total national budget, and finally induded in
the general state budget request for the coming

S
year This projected state budget, of which the
education budget 15 a part, 1s then submitted
for final approval to the Bulgarian, Natonal
Assembly Generally few, 1f “dny, changes are
made during the AssemBly review process

In the educauon budget, the fiscal year corre-
sponds to the calendar,year rather than to the
school year, thus meshing education requests
even more fully with those of the economy at
large.

In 1974, the educauon budget represented
825 percent of the national' budget and 4 89
percent of the gross.national imcome ' It s
difficult 10 ascertain th¢ exact expenditures for
education in Bulgaria, however, because manv
vocational and technical instututions are financed
not by a speafic education ministry, but bv
other ministries or factores, trusts, and enter-
prises related to the particular vocation

-

Academic Calendar ,

All general pbhlechm(al schools open on
September 15 The (losing date varies with
grade level, from May 31 to June 30 School
sessions are held 6 davs a week Usuallv higher
education insttutions also begin work on Sep-
tember 15, although in some cases it mav be on
September | Such schools generally end their
academic vear on June 30, although some may
contnue unul Julv 20, especialiy 1f work experi-
ences are involved

Under the reformed svstem, the school vear
will be divided into  semesters, the first from
September 15 to Januarv 31, and ®he second

from Februarv 5 to the end of the school vear,

There are 3 vacauon periods—from December
31 to January 14, from February | to Februarv
5. and from April | to Apnil 10

Language of Instruction

The language ot instruction in almost all cases
1s Bulgarian Howeyer, children of the Turkish
ethni< minoritv someunjes receive mstruction in
therr native Turkish ip/primary school and study
Bulganan as a second language | here are also a
number of speaial foreign language schools 1n

which the matenale and instructnon are 1 the

foreign language (see p 11)

7 ‘

' People 8 Repubhic uf/Bulgaria, Ministry of Public Fduca
non Fducation in the People's Republic of Bulgana in the 1974-
7S School Year Report presented to the 35th Internauonal
Conference on Fducation, Geheva September 1975 $ofia

The Ministry 1975 p 125
e
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Using a fdreign lanrﬁf;e for a part of infor-'

mal instruction ‘may yin certain instances com-
menge as early as kindergarten. Children may
learn to sing songs in other languages, count,

~ .

Enrollment . "

_ In the 1976-77 school year, Bulgarian Gov-
ernment sources. reported that 1,832,820 per-
sons were envolled in school programs in a

*cal on a 6-point scaléyas follows |

say ‘some phrases, and perhaps even listen to, _Bulgarian_. education institution of some type
and follow directions in these languages. - This This means that about 21, percent out of a total

type of education for preschoolers is encour- population of about 8 7 million attended school”

aged; teachers who can use a foreign language full-ume. Not included in the 1,832,820 are an
may be hired specifically because of this ability, additional 34,495 students ‘in evening courses
and foreign language activities may comprise an and 51,237 in corresppondence programs |

important part of the preschool day. * Although attendance in kifidergarten 1s not

. compulsory, 74 percent of the children betwee
the ages of 3 and 7 were enrolled in school year

Gndm; System ) 1975-76,2 reflecting present efforts to increase
Grading for all levels under both the present |, 4ergarten ‘attendance. ‘Because grades |

and the reformed educational systm Is numerl- through 8 (intermediate level) are compulsory,
pracucally all students who complete primary

school actually do conunue through grade &
Since ‘the new reforms coeasolidating secondany

6 = excellent (otlichen)
5 = very good (mnogo dob’r)

4 = good (dob"r) education have not yet been put into effect,

3 = average (sreden) . ~

2 = poor Glah) graduates sull must de.cnde upon the type of

Iz verv poor (losh) T, educational msutution, if any, they will attend. |
. Presently, about 111,000 students complete the

Under the present system, pupils must obtain eighth grade annually. Of these, 3bout 70 per-
at least a grade of "3" in every subject n order cent, or 78,000, attend vocauonal schools, and
to be promoted. Students receiving a grade of the remaining 30 petcent either begin grade 9
“9" 1n one or two subjects are required to {ake of the general polytechnical school (about 29,000
another examination on the subject at the start graduate each year) or enter the labor market
of the next school year. Suc_cessful completton With the total number of those attending voca-
of this exammaton permits them to continue i, uonal schools of all kinds consisting not only of
the niext grade. No pupil may repeat a particular the approximately 78,000 recent grade-8 gradu-
grade more than once, nor repeat more than 2 ates but also of persons returning to school to
grades duning his entire school career Speaa), learn a vocation, about 25,000 each year com-
intensive makeup classes are conducted by teach- plete a secondary vocational school, 17,000 com-
ers 1n the summer to help failing students so plete a school of less than full secondary rank,
that they may move on to the next grade. and 40,000-a technicum or arrart school.?

A campaign has been in effect for some ume  Of those continuing their education beyond
now to decrease the number of repeaters 1n the the secoridary level, about 4,000 will eventually
elementary grades. Teachers are expected to graduate from semi-higher education institu;
tutor therr failing students 1n special, intensive tons and 13,000 from higher education institu-
‘makeup classes durning the summer vacatuon i tions. Of these 13,000, about 5,600 will have
order to bring them up to the mimmum level. specialized 1n engineering, 1,000 1n agriculture,
of their class. In past years, approximaglely. 1Q 2,000 in economics, 1,000 in some branch of
percent of elementary students parucipated in the health sciences, 2,500 in some field of
makeup programs of .this type, and of this education, and the rest in law, physical educa-
perceptage about half were able to. move with tion, and the fine arts.
the rest of their class to the next grade.

Under the new system, pupils in grades | 10 1 Nencho Sla‘nt.-v, Minister, of Publk Education, in a state

3 will automaucally be passed to a higher grade mint published in Slavyani, September 1975, pp 89
at the end of the school Year and will receive a ! Narodna Repubhika B'lgarniya (People’s Republic of Bul-
written rather than a numernical evaluation of %;':)(SSZH:M';“:: ﬁﬁﬂﬁxifj;%?a:m“:[zz’;ﬁ-
. . . slca ear 0, 3 [} t74 -
therr wqu. At all levels, grades will be _ehm'- 1974 ) Sofia Ministerstvo na informatisiyata 1 s obshtenyata
natéd 1n physical education, vocational training, Minstry of Information and Communication), 1974 pp

singing, and drawing. 344-51
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“Table l.—Nurﬁber of schools, studenle, anq

~ \

teachers, by level or type of school: 1976-77

“[—indicates no data given.]

- " Level or type of school * " Schools  Students Teachers
Total ..................... e e T }1,649  1:852,470 118,243
Kindergartens .............. .. .. e T T 7,256 394,716 25,884
General polytechnical schools, day ............ DS 3.607 * 1,070,715 56,035
Primary ................. TR S —  (391,498) (16,392)
Intermeliate .................... TR o e —  (585,300) (32.493)
Secondary.....c.. .. — (99,917) (7,150)
General polytechnical schools, evening . . . . T 40 132740 633
Special schools........... e e 125 17,980 2,341
Technicums, day ............. e 217 94,658 - 9,421
Tefhr;'icums,cvening.'.....................’... ............... 15 . '16,710 426
Other vocational schools ............................... ... . S 818 149,729 9,559
Semi-higher institutes ................ ... ... ... .- 45 219,143 2,325
Higher education institutions ..:......... Pt g 26 11,619

»

- ! There are in addion 18.566 correspondence students
*There are-in addition 3,437 correspondence students.

375,079

“

*There are in addition 1,279 evening students and 27,304 corresbondence students )

Source Adapted from- People’s Republic of Bulgaria, Minustry of Public Education Education in the People's Republu of
Bulgana n the 1975-1977 School Years Report presented to the 36th Internauonal Conference on Education. Geneva.

September 1977 Sofia- The Ministry. 1977 Pp. 143-49

The numbers of Bulgarian schools, students,
and teachers by various levels and types during
the school'year 1976-77 are shown in tahle 1.

PRESCHOOL EDUCATION

Nursery Schools

Infants may be admitted to the nursery
schools (yasli) at the age'of 10 months and
remain there until the age of 3 years, when they

.may enroll in regular preschool education pro-
- grams. These nursery schools are not actually

part of the school system but are under the
jurisdiction of the Ministry of Health. Attend-
ance is not compulsory, the nursery schools
being operated primarily as childcare centers for
the convenience of parents who are both em-
ployed. Some fee is generally charged.

Kindergartens \
Kindergartens (detski gradini) may be auended
by children from age 3 until they enroll in a
general polytéchnical school at age 7 or—in-
creasingly under the new reforms—age 6. At-
tendance in these preschool institutions is-not
required, and a nominal tuitio‘n fee is usually
charged. “
Kindergartens may be of several types. (1)
Boarding institutions where the children_ stay
throughout the week, gQiRg home only on their

.

’

. ' J/ )
parents’ days off from work. (2) haif-day nurs-
ery kindergartens. (3) seasonal kindergartens,

~

»

maintained primarily in rural areas during an-

nual pealﬁ)rk periods (1.e.. generally during
the haQ'est ason); or (4) all-day kindergartens,
open from about 7 a.m. to 5 or 6 p.m. The last
is the most frequent type.

Activities contribute to the development of
language, number concepts, rhythmic and sing-
ing skills, and ethical and political values. For-
eign languages alo may be included, being
taught through conversation, play, and song

. GRADES 1 THROUGH 11

At the age of 7 (or now often 6 under the
reformed system), children begin attending the
general polytechnical school (Sredno obshtoobrazo-
valelno politekhnichesko uchilishte—literally, middle
general education polytechnical school). As
_noted earher, its current 11-year program 1s n
the process of being shortened to 10 years, and
other changes are being ininated that will be
discussed under “The Reformed System” on
‘pages 12 and 13

The general polytechnical school serves a two-
fold funcuon. (1) To provide students‘,wnh
general education in the soaal saences (includ-
ing Communist theory and practice), mathemat-

9

i0 .
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1cs, the natural and’ physical saenggs, and mod-
ern Iang—dﬁges and literature, an® (2) to train
them 1n at least one vocation-at 4 sufficiently
advanced level to qualify them for entrance into
the work force. "Education 1n labor” forms an
mlfgr’al patt of the sehool curriculum at all
levels, from grade 1 through grade 8, and
practical wark experience 1n an industry related
to a student's vocation 1s mandated. In addition,
preinduction mihtary tramning 1s now also re-
quired of upper- -grade Students. The curriculum
*for the 1l-year program of the general poly-
technical school 1s shown 1n table 2.

The balance between general educauon and
vocational traming has shifted since the poly-
- technical school was established in 1959 Ini-

0y

tially, the vocational aspect,was given ?onsidera- .
ble emphasis, but during the late 1960’s and
early 1970's there was a move toward increased
general educauon, with the humanities and go-
cial sciences recenving more attenuon This
change accelerated after the 1969 and 1971
plenums of the Central Cammittee of the Bul-,
garian Communsst Party, which decided upon
the sigmficant reforms of Bulgarian education

The general pélytechnical school is divided
into Three levels or 'schools"—primary, inter-
mediate, and secoyfdary.

‘Primary Schools :
Sometimes refer;'ed to as the elementary
school. the primary ‘sehool (nachalno uchxl!-Shte)

Table 2.—Hours per week by grade leyel in each Qubject in the general polytechnical school
. curriculum: 1977
‘ ; {— indicates zero hours per week]
Grade ¢

Subpect! I 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 1

General
Bulgaran language and hterature 10 10 9 '8 6 6 5 5 4 3 4
‘Russian language . - — 2 3 3 4 3 2 2 it
Western language? - = - = = = - 2 3 3 2
Mathemaucs | 5 5 6 6 6 5 45 5 4 5
Study of the motherland | | ] 2 - - - - = = -
Physics and astrénomy _— - - = = — 32 2,3% 3 4
Chemustry _ = = = = = 2 2 2 3 2
Biology L — 1 — 2 2 2 2 2 -
Geography - - - — ,1-2 2 2 2 2 2 2 =
History and’the consutution - - - 2 2 2 23 2 2 2 2
Psychology and logic —_ _ =t = = = = = 12
Fundamentals of communism _ - - = = = = = = =23
Physical educauomny 3 3 -2 2 3 2 2 2 2 2 2
Fine Arts | | ] 2 2 2 2 - - - -
Singing and music 2 2 2 92 2 2 1 11 = —
Miltary- technical training —_ —- - = - = = = 2 1 —

Vocational?® ‘ ¢

Educauon in labor* . 2 2 2 2 2 2 2 - - =
Fundamentals of agriculture - 2 - - —
Production practice . - = = = = —( — — 3 6 6

'In addiion to the listed required courses. clectives in

coursewark th the Russian language or in 4 Western language. Laun. Turkish, music. drawing

the 5th through 1ith gradc&mclddc the ?llowmg addinonal

stenography. and

automobiles and tractors Also. 2 weeks per year are assigned sn every grade for excursions and “socially useful work ”
Western toreign languageYis obligatory However. where a school offers more than une fureign language. the=student

ordinanly may select the one he will study

YPractical work experience i required of students each year from grade 8-10

‘Ot the hours tor education in fabor. | hour per week

has been allotted 1 work in the ‘educational agncultural field” *
14

of the school in grades 5 and 6. and a total of 20 hours per year 1n grade 7
Source Adapted from People s Republic of Bulgaria. Mimstry of Publi Education Education in the People's Republic of

Bulgara tn the 1975-1977 School Yeary Report presented
, September 1977 Sofia. The Ministry, 1977

10-

to the 36th lmcrna(mnal Conference on quuuon («cneva,

e
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until recently consisted of grades | through 4.
The reformed primary program, which was to
be fully effecuve in school year 1975-76, 1s
shown n table 2. The latter program consoli-
dates into 3 years the work formerly accom-
plished 1n 4 . «

o

a
v

. Intermediate Schools ’ )
Someumes referred 10 as the progymnasium
(progtmnaziya), the intermediate school consists

. of grades 5 through 8 For some students. (about .

4 percent) this stage terminates their formal
education The curriculum s shown in table 2
Students compleung the first 8 grades of the
general polytechnical school are awarded a cer-
tificate (svadetelstvo). To proceed-on to the sec-
ondary school or gymnasium (gimnazya). stu-
dents must pass examinations in mathematics
and the Bulgarian language This requirement
must be met whether they plan to continue
their“studies 1n the same school unit or go to
another one Students who fail these examina-
uons usually either terminate their schooling or
enroll in 2 lower vocduonal school Enrollment
th-vocatonal schools 1s not, of course, hmited to
students who have failed these examinations

~
.

Secondary Schools
Sometimes termed the gymnasium (imnazna),
,\ the secondary school presently consists of grades
9 through 11 Successful completion of the work
at this level earns the students the secpondary
school ceruficate, the matura.
Graduates of the fun\general polytechnical
+school can apply for admission to any Bulgarian
university, higher or semi-higher education insu-
tution, technical, or vocational school

Foreign Language Schools
Another form of the general polytechnical
: school, foreign language schools tramn specialists
in Russian (poltekhnicheshr uchilishta.s prepodavane
. na ruski ezik) and in the major Western European
languages, French, German, and English (poli-
tekhmicheshi uchilishta s prepodaviine na frensk:, ne-
! mashhi, 1t angluski eztk) The curniculum in these
schools 15 generally 1dentucal to that in the
regulaf” program of the general polytechnical
school, and graduates recenve the same cerufi-
cate (the matura) as those completing the regular

s, Program
=% The Russian program is offered for grades |
- through 11, although students in“certain cases

may enroll in 1t at the end of grade 7 The
program i thé other languages 1s offered for

L S . ' \
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‘grades 8 through 11, with a separate year

between grades 7 and 8 devoted to .preparatory
work of 24 hours per week. Thus, the Russian
program is 4 or |l years in length, and in
either case involves the same total number of
years as the regular school program; whereas
the program for French, German, and English
requires 5 years of study, making the total
length of the combined school program for its
students 12 years. Admission to these sch0015}
by compeutive examination. .

In the Russian prdgram, Russian 1s the sole
gedium of instruction from the very beginning.
In the other Janguage programs, from the 8th
grade on, an increasing number of subjects are
taught in the respecuve foreign language, wnul
in the |1th grade all subjects (except Bulganan)
are taught in the foreign language

[

VOCATIONAI;:TEC HNICAL EDUCATION

Since about 1960, vocational-technical educa-
tion has been provided in a ntmber of ways for
students who have completed 8 years of study
Also, students who have completed the full
general polytechnical school (11 years of study)
and desire to specialize in some trade or vocation
often can enroll 1n a technicum or n a less
advanced vocauonal school and complete the
course of’study in as httle as 2 years This réute
15 sometimes pursued by youths who are not
admitted to a higher educauon institution Since
the mid-1960's, enrollment 1n the various voca-
tonal schools has been more than twice that fn
the secondary level of the general polytechnical
schools .

Changes now being made in vocauonal edu-
catton will be discussed under “The Reformed
Svstem” on page 13 . ’

In terms of purpose, program, and structure,
these vocational insututions can génerally be
divided into three types—lower vocational
schools. middle vocational schools, and techni-
cums. )

N
&

Lower Vocational Schools - y
Operaung on the trade, or perhaps even sub-
trade level. the lower vocatonal school (profesion-
alno-tekhnichesko uchilishte, Inerally, professiomal
vocational-technical schooly provides students

* with basic and practical skills that can be applied

'nprfrcdnatcly and directly on a job Students
generally enter after cqu)leugn of the eighth
grade. although some mayv be admitted after
the seventh grade and some transfer from ather

< 11
120 .
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secondary or vocational programs The amount
: of general course work included ip the curricu-
+  lum 15 limited. The course of study in most of
. these scho,(ys 1s 2 years in duration, and students
“ 5 oo?npletmg 1t receive a vocational schoolBleaving
certificate and usually enfter the work for
. _ Middle Vocational Schools -

.Providing vocational education of a somewhat
more advanced nature and more general course
work than ghe lower vocational school, the mid-
dle vocatiofial school (sredno profesionalno- tekhni-

. chesko uchilishte, Iterally, middle vocational-tech-
nical school) generally offers programs of 3 or
more years. At the end of the program, students
are required o pass a matriculation examination
(both written and oral) in Bulgarian and mathe-
matcs and -a quahficatién examination on their

. special subject of. study and its related practical

work. Successful students receive both the ma-

+ tura and a certificate or qualification (kvdlifitsiran

rabotrisk) listing their level or grade of proficiency
and enutlmg thenr to work at their particular

“trade or vocation. They may also occasionally

apply for admission to a“higher education insti-

tution if their academic program has been sub-

stantially the same, in courses and content, as

that of the géneral polytechnical school.
¢

Technicums '

The purpose of the lechmcum (lekhmkum) is
to train students to be technicians (rather than

" semiskilled-or skilled workers) for various tech-

nical, econdyiic, medical, and agricultural fields.

The-program is usually 4 years in dufation,

although some are only 3'z years and some as

long as 5 years..All students in technicums must
not omly take course work in a'specialized
vocational-technical area, but also complete,a
spe¢ified number of hours on the following
general academic subjects,’which comprise about
¢ 35 percent of theytotal number of hours in the
technicum program; .

-

3

-

L4

.

- AJ

Hours
2 35
T 142

76

e 142
o , 457
‘ 142
270
178
142

Sub]ecl -
Bulgarian languagc and lllcralurc
Chemistry
Fundamentals of communism
History .
Mathematics .. .
Military-technical cducaﬁon “
Physical training .
* Physics
Russian ... . . ...
Western,language .,

L

t Total . o . eee . * +2042

Q 12 -
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_ "2 in 1974-75, and grade 3 in 1975-1976, thus
. . 142* completing the period of transition. Grade -5

1)
[
s

A state examination in Bulgarian and mathe-
matics (both written and oral) is required for
graduation from a technicum. In addition, a
_diploma project is necessary, which usually in-
“volves solving a pr.acucal problem in the stu-
dent’s area of specialization. Las,tly, the student
must pass a practical examm/auon urhis or her
specialty,

‘Students suc‘gessfully completing these re-
" quirements receive the ma!hra and a’ certi
Jof quahﬁcauon as teghmuans in their par
specialty. They are, furthermore, entit
apply for admission to any higher educatior
institution. Again, because of the relative
greater emphasis on .vocauonally oriented tech-
nical subjects than on general academic s,ubjects
most graduates of a technicum who elect to
continue their education do 'so at a specialized
higher ‘education institute in lhelr particular
technical field.

-

OtHer Vocational Education®

Vocational education qfSh lmited nature is
also provided by the general polytechnical
school, since all students are required to study
some tradé or vocation 1n addition to their
academic studies: Vochttonal_training is likewise
available in secondary-level music and art
schools, the State Choreographic School,” the
Theological Seminary.ef the Bulgarian Ortho-
dox Church, and various similar schools.

Y - . »
THE REFO:RMED SYSTEM ¢
ThRe reformed syslé will introduce changes
both in, the structure of general and vocational
‘education (as outlined under “Structure” on p. 4)
and, concomitantly, 1n lhe curncuqium*of the
geheral polytechnical school, which will be called
the *“unified secondary polylechnlcal school.”
Begun in 1973-74, these changes are being
instituted gradually over a number of years.

.

e
2

/
e

Length of Program L~
The course of study in the general polytech--
nical school will be shortened from 11 to 10
years. This change is being effected by reducing
the length of primary educatfon from 4 o 3
years. The content of the primary grades has
been redistributed over a 3-year cycle. Grade |

camé under the new program in 1973-74, grade

has become grade' 4; although the tontegt is™
b 4 ey 5

13 ) 3 .
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generally the 'same as before, so that the final
grade will be grade 10 instead of grade 11.

~

4

.Age of Admissionff N
Plans call for lowering thel
to-the/general (or unified)
to 6 from 7, the generally®®
:?e under the old systefmAltholigh grade 1 is
ow under the/reformed sy gpf, the lower age
of admission has not been fully effected. Thus
most young people will complete their secondary
Seducation by the age of 16 and either enroll in

admission-

in the Bulgarian language and gathematics.

This reform of the examination process in Bul-

garia is currently in a state of flux and may be -

changed somewhat in the hear future.

Vocational Edu{ation )
Under the new reforms,’ vocational schools
“will gradually be upgraded or replaced by’ post-
'secondary institutions. This mgans that much of
the voeational preparatian now occurring 1n
vocational schools at the “secondary level will
either be provided in the general polytechnical

**  a technical school or higher edutation institu- school or be deferred to the postsecondary level.
tiof, or enter the work force at an earlier age.; The name of the newly restructured nstutution
This has the effect of increasing Bulgaria’s has been changed to “unified polytechnical
available manpower, which is one of the main. school” (edinnoto sredno poluekhnichesko uchilishte,
purposes of the reforms. - literally, unified secondary [or middle] poly-
technical school) to reflect the new aims and
" Compulsory Attendance . functions set for it, namely, providing all the
The number of years of required school at- -varied secondary school programs fMerly o”f-
. tendance will be increased from 8 to 10 years, fered by a great number of different institutions.
or until the age of 18 (for students who because Persons who for one reason pr another drop
of {ng"had to repeat”one or more grades out will be required to qualify for some occupa-
hav t graduated earlier). Thus, since students tion through on-the-job training or other more
will begin, grade | at 6 years of age: attendance inform;:fl, but organized, vocational courses out-
will generally be required throughout the new_ side the regular school program. ,
10-year program in the unified polytechnical” Those who continue vocational education 1n
school (Note that aflhough the new\ pame in- the technicums may be “trained production
*  cludes the term “secondary,” the school includes Workers” at the age of 17 or 18, and those who
the primary and intermediate levels as well as elect some form-&f university level studies “will
the secondary level.) be specia‘fists ith a higher education diploma”
‘ . 'zs'llgor20.‘
Requirements "{ The training leading to qualification in
*  The curriculum of the unified polytechnical vocation or skilled trade generally will take place
school will be divided into three broad areas— at the postsecondary level either (1) in programs
nature and mathematics, the humamities, and ©f industrial education supported primarily by
< manual-polytechnical training. Within each area, factories and _othgr enterprises or (2) in techm-
" there will be both required and elective courses. cums. The technicums will be organized as a
- Stiddents completing’ grade 10 with no grade Separate’ independent subsystem in the total
lower than “3” dyring the last year of school €ducational structure and will be mostly of
will be permitted to take a series of final exami- Postsecondary rank.
nations in the Bulgarian language (oral and
- written), mathematics (oral and writtep), and
Russian, physics, chemistry, and Bulgarian his-
tory (all oral); if they pass, they will be awarded  The goals for Bulgarian higher education
a diploma that will qualify them to apply for have been stated many times in numerous offi-
admission (G any vocagional/technical school or ¢ial Government and Communist. Party docu-
, _higher education institution. Those students ments. The main tasks of the umversity include.
who are not allowed to take these examinations,
elect not to take them, or fail them, will simply
be given a certificate of graduation (suidetelstvo)
and @ill enter the labor pool. Pupils with an
average grade of at least “3" during their entire -
st;con‘dary school career are exempt from 4ll * Todor Zhivkov (Communist Party First Secretary) Rabot-
examinations except the written parts of those michesko Delo (Labor's Cause.) Aug. 1, 1969, p 1.
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{training) scholarly cadre and speciabists .  capable of
discovering the most direct, most effectual, and most
economic paths for the practical application and utihzation
of new research discoveries in the different areas of
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soaalist life. . .. It requires ... Marxst-Lemimist principles

. a highly developcd consciousness of the social calling,
and a tesponsibility of the scho[al‘ and specialist as the
builder of a new social order. . . .

It thus requires a per'son who is both Marxist
and a specialist—a pgrson who adheres to Party

,principles (whether or not he is officially a

member) and who at the same time possesses
high vocational competence with. which he can
contribute to the Bulgarian socialist society.
Higher education in Bulgaria is provided in
what are known as semi-higher institutes and in

‘higher education institutions. 1

Semi-Higher Institutes

-Postsecondary educational programs of 2 to 3
years' duration are previded by semi-higher
institutes (Poluvisshr instulutr) for studems who
have received the matura. Graduates qualify at a
lower level in their, particular specialty than do
graduates ‘of the full hlgher education institu-
tions. .

Semi-higher institutes include those for train-
ing primary, intermediate, secondary, and voca-
tional teachers; railroad personnel; and post
office, telephone, and telegraph workers. Sotne
of the more tmportant Bulgatrian institutes in
this category are the Insitute for Librarians,

.with a 2-year program, the Winter Institute of
"Agriculture and the Postal, Telegraph, and Tel-

ephone Institute, each wyi)h a 3-year program,
and the various institutes for teachers (uchitelsk:
tnstituti, with 2- and 3-year courses for future
teachers of the primary and intermediate school
le\(eis, respectively. .

L4

c

Higher Education Institutions

With 4- to 6-year programs of study, higher
edueation institutions (uvissh: uchebn: zavedeniya)
may be divided mnto two categofies: (1) universi-
ties and (2) specialized institutes in various tech-
nical areas such as agriculture, finance and
economics, art, music, physical education, engi-
neering, mathematics, and medicine. As table 3

shows)ﬁﬁ 1973-74 there were 28 high::ﬁuca.

3 Todor Zhivkov tCommunist Party First Secretary). “Nau-
kata 1 obrazovanieto v sluzhba na zhwota” (“Education and
Scholarship 1n the Service of Life”), Izbran: s"chinenya_(Col-
lected Works). Sofia: Paruzdat, 1971. 8.375 Speech given on
Oct. 14, 1971, at the opeming of the Umversiy of Vehko
T"rnovo, Cyril and Methodius Translation by the author.
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tion.institutions in Bulgaria.® Of these, 14 were
located in Sofia, 5 in Plovdiv, 3 in Varna, 2 in
Gabrovo, and 1 each in Ruse, Burgas, Svistov,
and Veliko. Turnovo. (Sources diffet on the.
number of higher education institutions, which
is carried as 24 for 1974-75 in most sources.
The situation appears to be in flux.)

Of all the hlgher educauon ms}ltuuons, only
three are termed “universities” and provide a°
more general liberal ‘arts offering. The oldest
(1888) and largest (17,000 students) is the Uni-
versity of Sofia, Clement of Ohrid. Fhe other
two, the University of Plovdiv, Paisii of Hilendar,
and the Umversnty of Veliko Turnovo, Cyril
and Methodius, were founded in 1971 as exten-
sions of higher pedagogical institutes and to-
gether have less than half the enrollment of the
University of Sofia. All other institutions of
higher learning in Bulgaria provide specializgd,
technical, or professional (career) trammgv of
some type. :

Since 1973, the new education reforms have
reorganized various institutions in an effort to”
promote interdisciplinary programs of study and
research. Areas currently receiving emphasis as
a result are agrophysics, agricultural economics,
computer technology and mathematics, ergi-
neering and economics, and interdisciplinary
teacher-training programs. The trend is toward
broader training in a field ,and elimination of
some highly specialized programs.” »

Specific examples of this reorganization in-
clude: (1) consolidating the Bulgarian Academy
of Sciences, historically an administratively inde-
pendent research institution in a large number
of scienufic and humanistic fields, with the
University of Sofia; (2) establishing the George
Dimitrov Agricultural Academy by amalgamat-
ing two colleges and a dozen research and
experimerntal centers for the advanced training
of agricultdiral specialists; and (3) organizing an
Academy of Medicine that integrates thrée for-
merly independent medical schools and the In-
stitute for the Post-Graduate Training of Physl
cians.

-

» ‘Insututions of university rank not usually listed in Bulgar-
1an informational materials for overseas consumption also
include (1) G Benkovsht VNVVU (Visshe narodno voenno
v"zdushno uchthshte) (G. Benkovski Higher People's Air Acad-
emy), (2) G. Dvmitrov VNVAU (Visshe narodno voenno artilerusko
uchtlishte) (G Dimitrov Higher People's Artillery Academy).
(3)V Leuski VNVU (Visshe narodno voenno uchilishte) (V. Levski
Higher People's Milnary Academy), and (4) N Vapisarov
VNVMU (Visshe narodno voenno morskt uchilishte) (N Vaptsarov
Higher People’s Naval Academy).
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Takle 3.—Higher eéucatioqigsﬁtutiops, with location and date founded: 1973-74

/
B ~ &
L/, " Name ~ ",*  Location A Da%‘founded
i o { .
U Universities o . .
“ Sofiski universitet “Kliment Qhridski” Sofia 1888 as a pedagogical insutute. Be-
(University of Sofia, Clement of came a university in 1904; granted a
\ i Ohrid) ) ‘ e = charter in 1909, T
* Plovidivski umwyersitet “Paisii Hilen- .  Plovdiv 1971. Formerly a }ﬁgher pedagogical
. darkst” institute of the same name. ‘
« (University of Plovdiv, Paisii of ’ ’
L Hilendar) ‘ : .
. © Veliko T'rnovski umwersitet “Kinnl 1 Veliko Turnove.  1971. Formerly a higher pedagogical
‘ Metodii” : institute of the same name.
(University of Veliko Turnovo, . I -
' Cyril and Methodius)
. »
Specialized Institutes - - A
Vissh institut za 1zobraztelm 1zkustva Sofia 1896. Reorganized in 1921, raised to
“N. Pavlovich” . ( present status and title in 1954.
(N. Pavlovich Higher Institute of S EN '
Fine Arts) N .
B’lgarska d"rzhavna konservatora Sofia 1904. Reorganized in 1921; acquired
i (Bulgarian State Conservatory) . present status and title in 1954,
» Vissk meditsinskr imstitut ; - ) Sofia = 1918 as the Faculty of Medicine of
(Higher Medical Institute) . . .the University of Sofia. Detached and
reorganized as a separate institute in
1950,
- . . . ..
Vissh thonomichesk anstitur “Karl Sofia . 1920 -
Marx” ,
(Karl Marx Higher Institute of ’
Economics) )
Vissh imstitut za narddnoto stopanstvo, Varna » 1921 as a-~school of commerce. Be-
“Dimi’r Blagoev™ . »  came a Faculty of Economics in 1945;
i (Dimit"r Blagoev ngher Institute - established "as an independent insu-
‘of Natiohal Economics) e " tute 1n 1953.
Vissh selsko-stopanskr nstitut “Georgr . Sofia 1921. Reorganized in 1948.
Dimitrov” -
. (George Dimitrov Higher Inst- >,
fute of Agricultural Economics) : \
Vissh vetermamomedztsmskz mstttut Sofia - +1923 as a Faculty of Veterinary Med:-
“Prof. Georgt Pavlov” A cine of the University of Spfia Be-
~  (Professor Georgi Pavlov Higher . canfe part of the Institute of Agricul-
fnsmule of Vetermary Medicine) ) ture 1n 1948; reorg'anized as a
i r\& e separate institution in 1953 {
\' Vissh lesotekhnacheskr institut- ° D"rvenitsa Sofia  1925. Reorganized in, 1953,
(Higher Institute of Forestry) '
( Vissh finansovo-stopanskr nstatut D Svistov 936 as a sghpbl of commerce. Be-
] mitre A. Cenov” - ‘ came a school of economics and socal
(Dimitre A. Cenov Higher Instis - science in 1948-49, reorgamized in
tute of Economics and Finance) ! 1952-53 1n 1ts present form. :

P L ’ : 10
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. Table 3.—Higher education mstltuuons, with locauon andsdate founded. 1973-74 (conuﬁ/ﬁd)

-

ﬁ., 3

>

Name ,

l omhon

Date jounded

‘.
Vissh ingenerno-stroutelen institut

‘(Higher~{nstitute of Civil Engi-.

neering) . .

Vissh anstitut za ftszche.ska kultura
"“Georgr Dimitrov”

(Georgi Dimitrov ngher 1n ti-.

tute of Physical Education) &%

Vissh mashmno-eleclromcheskt instilut
“V. I, Lénn”

(V. L. Lenin Higher Institute of

Electrical and Mechan)cal 'Engi-

neering) , .

Vissh khimikotekhnologecheskr institut
{Higher Instuitute of Chemical
‘Technology)

-

Vissh meditsipskt institut “lvan P
Pavlov”
(Ivan P.P;
of Medici

ov Higher Insutute

_ Vaussh sebsko-stopanski institat “Vasil

Kolarov” ] -
(Vasil Kolarov Higher Institute of
Agricultural Economics)

Vissh nstitut pochranitelna 1 vkusova

promishlenost K
(Higher Institute of the Food and
Tobacco Industnes)

Vtssh indaitul za teatralno i1zkustvo
“Kristu Sarafov”
*(Kristu* Sarafov ngher lnstnute
for the Theatrical Acts)

Vissh mino-geolozhkr mstitut
(Higher Institute of Mlmng and
Geology)

Vissh institut po mashinostroene, mehan-
wzatsia 1 elekinfikataa na selskoto sto-
panstvo ) !
(Higher Institute for Machine-
Construction, Mechanization, and
» Electrification’in Agriculture)

Vissh meditsinske inshtut ’ .
(Higher Institute of Medicine)

Vissh khimikotekhnologicheskr institute
(Higher Institute of Chemical
Technalogy)

16

. Sofia o

Sofia

So fta

Sofia
‘ Plovdlf
Plovdiv
+ Plovdn

Sofia

D”rvenitsa Sofia

Ruse

Varna

Burgas

1949 as-a‘technical school Constituted

as a polytechnical ipstitdte i 1947,

acquired 1its present status 1n 1953,

1942 as a school. Reorganized 1n
1944; acquired 1ts present status and
utle 1n 1953

' . ’ ~7

19492 as a faculty of mechanical engi-
neering Reorgartized as an institute
n 1953 s

-

1945 as a¥Department of the State
Polvtechnical Institute Became a fac-
ulty in 1951 and a separate nstuitute
in 1954 :

1945 as a faculty of the Unnersity of
Sofia Detached 1n its present form n

<1950

1945 as a part of another insutution

Reorganized 1n 1ts present form 1n
1950.

[

1948 as a department of agricultural
techmology. Became a faculty of food
technology #n 1950; raised to the sta-
tus ard utle of an institute in 1953

1948

1953

1954

/‘o -

1961

1963 .




; Name Location Dale fou%ded )
Lg ‘ -
Vissh mashino-elektrotekhnicheskr insti- Varna 1963. . ‘
tut ) ' - ’
(Higher Institute of Electrical and
Mechanical Engineering) *
Vissh mekano-elektrotekhnichesk: nstatut Gabrovo 1963, .
{Higher Institute of Mechanical
and Electrical Technology) -
Vissh obshto:tekhmcheskz zadochen nsti- - Gabrovo p 1964.
tut ' C )
(Higher General Technical Ex- L. T .
tension Institute) . i #
Vissh pedagogichesk: institut po muzika: Plovdiv 1972,

. v
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Table 3.—Higher educatio‘r) institutions, with location and date founded. 1973-74 (continugd)

(Higher Pedagogical Insutute of
Music) \ ’ :

Sources Adgpted from Internanonales anmZ—Handbu(h .Munich Verlag Dokumentaton. 1971 Vol 1. pt. I,

»
N .
<

International Handbook of U niversities and Other Institutions of Higher Learmung, 6th ed Panis The Internatonal Association of
Untversiues. 1974. and The World of Learming, 1975-1976, 25th ed London Europa Pubhcatons Ltd , 1975 Vol 1

Admissions.—In practically all cases, the stated
requxrem'enls for admission to higher education
include the secondary school “certificate (the
matura ). and sausfactory grades on the particular
higher*education institution’s entrance examna-
tions. ‘Theoretically, except .for certain highly
specialized categories; anyone who has received
the matura may apply directly for admission to
any higher education institution, but in:many
cases this"s not possible because he or she
would lack many needed speaalized vocauonal
courses. . -

Each higher educauon institution has an ad-
mission quota and employs a point system in
ranking candidates. Using a‘somewhat tnvolved
formula, both the points scored by a candidate
on the matura examinations and also his or her
scores ‘on the largely written entrance examinay
uons ¢f the admitting institution are taken 1nto
account in determining this rank. For admission
to institutions in the fine arts, performance-
based Criteria are very important

Preference 1n admussion to all higher educa-
tion institutions (except those speciahzing 1n fine
arts) is given without competiion and outside
the admission quotas to “candidates who are
active fighters against fascism and capitahsm.
heroes of socialist labor, [and] children of per-
sons who perished n th&"anufascist struggle
and PalmouWar."’ Preference also without

" Durthaven vestruk (State Journal). No 30, Apr 16, 1971,
pp 1-6 )

P 4

€ompetition® but inside the admssion quotas_is
given to the following categories of applicy"\ts
rd

Candidates who are winners of the republic apd inter-
nauonal olympiads [i e , contests] in mathemaucs. physics,
and chemistry and the holders of government and Kom
somol commendatons [the gold emblem] for scienufic

and technical creauwty, (and] those who have completed
. mathematics high gchools with excellerfy grades in the
specialty of mathematics "

* There are still other special categories. One
consistg of persons or children of persons in a

*particular vocation when applying to specific

vocationally related institutions, e.g., miners or
miners’ children applying to the Sofia Higher
Mining and Geological Insttute. Another cate-
gory includes “children of workers and peas-
ants,” who compete argong themselves for a full
50 percent of the opentags 1n the higher educa-
tional mstitutions in the arts. Although ostensi-,
bly not a selection criterion, a good recard n
the Dimitrov Commumist Youth League and
involvement in Party-approved activities are de-
sirable and very helpful.

Most institutions accept students for regular

study who are not over 35 years of age, although -

40 yeérS\is the cutoff point 1n some 1nstances,
espemally\ for correspondence study. However,
the Higher Physical Culture Institute sets 27
years as the maximum age, while the Higher
Insutute for Theatrical Arts makes 25 years the’
maximum The higher miltary schools set,the

’
.
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age limit at 23 years of age, except the air force
academy, which sets it at 21. In almost all cases,
however, “active fighters against fascism and
capitalism are adiitted as students, regardless
of age.”® -

Students admitted to higher ed ucational insti-
tutions who have participated in preparatory
courses organized by Provinces must also sign,
upon admission, a statement that they will work
for a period of 5 years after graduation within
the respective Province.

In Bulgaria’s planned econswmy, the admis-
sions quota at a higher education institution in
a particular field of study is'determined accord-
ing 10 the state’s projected need for qualified
personnel irf that field, as reflected in the var-
.o ious state plans for technical-socioeconomic de-

velopment of the country, Since the number of
applicants is much larger than total state plan
quotas, this procedure has resulted in a large
number of students being refused admission to
higher education institutions. In 1972, for in-
stance, only 22,000 students were admitted out
of a 1otal of 80,000 applicants, or roughly one
.1 four. This situation poses a particularly diffi-
cult problem fot students because a student
may apply to only one msuluuon
.« With about 73 percent of the applicants un-
successf@l, a large group annually must either
seek employment or try again the ‘next year. In
1972, the Government began rigorously to en- -
force the laws against "idle youth;" forcing
approximately 40,000 young people durmg a
few months ellher/o find employment or to
receive training in a lower level skill or occupa-
ton.

+  Adminstration.—In a Bulgarian university or
other kigher education instituuion, officers in-
clude a rector, who is elected by the General
Assembly!® for a 4-year period, one or more
associate rectors, also elected for the same length

-of time, a chief administrative officer, a chief
ﬁnanaal officer, and other administrauve per-
sonnel, The election of the rector and associate
rectors, none of whom may serve more than
two consecutive termis, must be raufied by the-

e

N
-

* Durthaven vestnik (State jox'xrnal). No 30, Apr 16, 1971,

4-5
pp . s

1* The General Assambly of an institution is usually

. composed of all senior professors, representatives of the

Junior staff, représentatives of the students, and profession-

als in the field(s) for which the insutution prepares students

The General As¢embly of a school or faculty ns similarly
\’\ocgamzcd . -
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chairman Ofllhe Committee for Sqen/ce, ech-
nical Progress, and Higher Education, who then
appoints them formally to their respective of-
fices. {In some specialized technical schools un-
der the direction of a ministry, ratification 1s
given by the appropriate mimters with; the
approv®f the Commuttee for Scienfe, Techni-
cal Progress, and Higher Education.) (,
There are’also deans of schools (or faculties)
and associate deans, elected by LZe General
Assembly of the respecuve schools or faculties.
The eléctions of these deans must be raufied by
the rector of the instusution, who then proceeds
to appoint them to office. Likewise, the term of
office for deans and associate deans 1s 4 years,
and they may ot serve more than two consecu-
tive terms. .
Responsnblhly for most administrative func-
“tions and routine decisions 1n operaung an
institution fa¥s to its chief administrauve offacer,
whose position 1s more or less permanent. Major
policy decisions in most cases are made by the
instituon’s Academic Council, which usually
includes the rector, who'serves as the chairman,
the. associate rectors, faculty deans, four to six
members of every ' faculty, the secretaryyof the
institution’s committee of the Bulganian Com-
munist Party, and the secretaries of the institu-
tion’s committees of the Komsomol and the
Trade*Unions. The rector 1s ulumately respon-
sible for the funcugnmg ‘of the msutution and
represents 1t before the Commtiee for Science,
Technical Prg;gress. and Higher Education and/
or the appropriate minister
The major academie ranks 1n higher educa-
ton institutions are profesor (professor), dotsent
(docent), glaven asistent (chief assistant), starsh:
asistent {senior assistant), aswstent (assistant), starshi
prepodavatel (sentor lecturer), prepodavatel  (lec-
turer), and mladch: prepodavatel (Junior lecturer).
The rank of assistant professor (asistent) may
be granted to a person with a diploma from#a
higher education insutution who 1s no‘older
than 35 years of age, unless he also has a
graduate degree of Candidate of Sciences or >
Doctor of Sciences, in which case the maximumy

. age limit 1s extended to 40 years,

Curnculums and diplomas —Most full higher
educauon |nstitytions provide 5-year programs,
although.as a result of the recently naugurated
educational reforms, most courses of study In
both the higher educauon insututes and the
universities will be shortened 1o 4 years This
shortening will, become possible because of the
trend, menuoned earlier, toward broad training

1()
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in a field and elimination of some highly special-
ized programs. BulgarianGOfﬁciaIs have. ex-
pressed the view that much of higher education
was 100 specializéd and hmiting, stressing mas-
tery of innumerable factual,data and informa-
tion which students did not need or which was
dated by the ¢ime they entered the labor force.
Emphasis will henceforth be placed on broad
theoretical principles and creative thinking m
the field of speaalization. Thus students will be
able to finish their university education by age
19 or 20 and then either enter the professional
work force, take further speaalized work for |

Sor 2 years, or enrofl in graduate training for up,

.to 3 more years. &

Currently, law has a 4-year coutse of study, .
dentistry and the nstitutes of economics, 4'/2,
the agncullural nsututes, 4'2 to 5, pharmacy,
5, and medicine, 5'z. The curricalums differ,
of course, depending upon the institution and
subject of study. All include intensive study and
practical work experience in a student’s own
subject area. In almost all cases, they have
several other aspects in common. A study of the
history of the Bulgarian (and sometimes also
the Soviet) Communist Party is always included,
even for students in ‘engineering and the sci-
ences. In -addition, students in "some programs
may be expected to wke other related 1deological
courses, such as political economy, philosophy,
scientific communism,, or dialectical matenalism
(as a branch of philosophy) as par{ of the core
requirements. Depending upon the program of
study, as much as a semester of the total pro-
gram_may be devoted to courses of this type.

Also required are physical education (1n many
instances) and a course in avil defense for all
Bulgarians. Foreign students, on the other hand,
are required by some institutions to pass a last-
semester course in the “Intgrnational Working
and National Liberation Movement.”

A diploma and utle are awarded after a
student completes thefugher education program
of studies and passel prescribed examinations.

. Graduates in the field of economi® recewve the

professional title tkonomust or tkonomistka; tn en-
gineering, inzhener or inzhenerka, in medicne,
lekar or medusinsk doktor or doltorka, 1n phar-
nacy, aptekar or aptekarka (sometimes magister
pharmaciae),.and 1n dentistry, zabolekar or abole
hkarka. ?

University diplomas name the insfitution,
date, field of study, area of concentration (profil),
and/or specalty (spetsilizalstya) within the field
The/ various faculties may describe their diplo-

R,

\)

.

mas differently, e.g., the University of Sofia
faculty of physics awards a diploma Nauchno-
prowzvodstven profil geofinka indicauing that the
program was for industrial work in geophysics,
and the faculty of biology gives lhe Biologrya-
pedagogicheskr profil for a program for léathmg
biology.

Upon completung lheir studies, st gradu-
ates are required by law to work m%)e location
assigned- to. them by the Government f6r a
period of 3 years. Although this procedure has
enabled localities that would otherwise have
difficulty obtaining specialists and ;frofesslonals
(such as teachers, doctors, and“engmeerS) to
obtain ‘the services of such qualified personnel
it has also meant that these communities ofteff

are served mostly by mdltlduals with limsted .

experience who must be replaced, if and when
they choose to leave after their requlred 3 years
are past. 4
Subsequenlly, an indinidual may continue his
or her studies on a graduate basis, write a
lhesls,@nd .re_celsyct the degree kandidat na naukue
(Candidate 1encej. Usually the addimiona
amount of time needed for all the requireménts,
to be met 1s a minimum.af 3 years beyond the
iniual diploma. A further degree, doktor na
naukite (Doetor of Science], may be awarded
someone of ‘considerable stature and profes-
sional experience 1n a field who has presented
still another thesis, highly onginal and of signif-
icant scholarship. It. may also be awarded w0 a
person whag has shown partdular distincuon in
his or her profession or contributed to progress
in the national economy . .
The new Law Governing Saenufic Degrees
and Titles which was adopted in 1972 expands
the basis by which advanced degrees may be
awarded According to the new provisions,

only sadnufic research, but creative achieve-

. TEACHER EDUCATION g

Teachers for nursery schools, kindergartens,
and primary grades generally receive their prep-
aration m 2-year programs of sem:-higher teach-

ers msttutes (poluvissht uchutelskt institutr) after
< i

' Sava Ganovski Vechermi novim (Evenuig News), May 117
1974. pp 1 and 4 (U S Joint Publications Rescarch Service
translajion) Sece also. Durzhaven vestnik (State Journal), No
36. May 9, 1972

n
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complegdon of secondary education. (Formerly, and hterature and the Russian language, (2)
such preparatlon was given in 5-year institutes Bulganan language and literature and one West-
after elementary school, but this program was ern language, @) phy$ics and mathematcs, (4)
discontinued on a gradual basis beginning in chemstry. and biology, and (5) geography, his-
1964.) " tory,and preparation for work with the Pioneer
Students enrolled in the preschool teacher organization of schools. -
education program may elect one of three ma-  To teach in secondary schools, graduation
jJors: (1) Kmdergarlen nursery, school teaching, from a hlgher ‘educanon institution 1s, usually
(2) kindergarten-nursery school teaching in mu- requnred Teachers of “academic sub_]eCls take.
sic, and (3) kindergarten-nursery school teaching their lrammg at one_ of the three unnersities A’
in the Russian language. Students taking the teacher education stitution of unmversity rank
primary-school teacher education program also . was recently_ blished in the city of Shumen
have three majors from which to choose. to prepare affditional teachers for the secondary
(1)Primary school teaching with Russian lan- schools. Thq program of academic subjects for
guage as a specialty, (2) primary school teaching secondary te che;sns called a pedagogicheshs profil,
with music as a_specialty, and (3) primary school or education major and is 4 years in length It

_teaching with drawing and educaton-in-labor ag “includes specialized subject-matter courses as

a specialty. Certain higher education institutions Wwell as %ork in educational methods and psy-
also have 2-year primary teacher preparauon chology. : s
programs. Secondary school teachers m physical educa-
The program of study for students preparing uon are prepa\ed in the George Dimitroy
to teach 1n primary schools includes ideological, Higher Insttute of Physical Education in Sofia
professlona'l and general courses. In common (Vissh institut :a ﬁzwheska kulthra “G Dimitror”)
with most*students in higher and semi- hlghgr Secondary school art ‘teachers ggcerve their edu-
insttutions, prospective primary school téachers €ation mn the N Pavlovic Higher Insutute of
have to take such ideologically related courses Fine Arts i Sofia (Vissh instutut a 1zobrazitelny
as the history of the Bulgarian Commumst tzkustra “N Pavloru™) Music and voice teachers

Party, djalecucal and h«toncal materiahism, po- recéive their preparation at one of three institu-
litical economy, ethics, and scholarly commu- tions—the Bulganan State Conservatory/in Sofia
nism. They take such professional courses as (B"lgarska d"rzhavna konservatonya), 1ts branch mn
child and edutational psychology, history of Plovdiv, or in the Department of Voice and
education and Bulgarian .education, dramaucs, Music in the new Higher Pedagogical lnSUlule
children’s literature, intfoduction to education, 11 Shumen {
educational technology, practice teaching and Teachers of industrial arts and crafts (1.e , the
classroom observation, and the methods of so-called program of:education in Iabor) for
teaching’ such subjects as arithmetic, physical grades 5 to 8 are prepared 1n'one of the semi-
education, drawing, school hygiene, Bulgarian, higher nsututes 1n a 2-year prégram And
history, geography, and science. Their gereral teachers of practical vocational courses are pre-
education 1ncludes Bulganan language, history, Pared in semi-higher pedagogical institutes after
mathematics, geography,and natural science completing a secondary vocational school them-
Courses in education in labor and civil defense selves.
also form part of the curriculum. Teacher education for the elementary and
To teach the intermediate grades, graduation secondary levels 1s also provided by correspond-
from an msulu;lon of umversity rank is pre- ence (zadochno) by some of the semi-higher
ferred, but lhrq: semi-higher teachers insttutes Pedagogical nstitutes in 2- and 3-year programs
also prepare teachers for this level in a 3- yzZr Inservice and preservice teacher training (espe-
program. This program 1s considered a tempo- ‘cially for vocational teachers) s also given at
rary expedient to provide teachers for rural three insututes for the Improvement of Teach-
areas, and plans call for its eventual disconun- ‘N8 (nstitutt 2a zavershvane na uchitelr)
udtion. Students major in one of five broad
instructional areas (or related subjects) rather
than in specific subjects, so that they may be i
adequately prepared to teach 1n the departmen-  Adult and contnuing education programs of
talized program in the intermediate grades. considerable magnitude exist in Bulgaria in ad-
These five areas are. (1) Bulgarian language diuon to those carried out in regular day school

29 . RN . 21

ADULT AND CONTINUING EDUCATION.
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settings. These include geﬂe}al polytechnical
evening classes at the primary, intermediate,
and secondary level as well as technical evening
education in technicums and secondary voca-
tional schools. )

Some industrial enterpnises’also provide on-
the-job training as well as training 1n industry-
affihated schools. Schools of this type generally
are under the junsdiction of the state ministry
under which the particular industry falls rather
than under the Ministry of Public Educaton.

Likewise, most semi-higher insttutes and
higher education institutions provide so-called
correspondence courses (zadochno-) fok students
empliyed full ime. Students prepare Tor exam-
inations on the basis of the syllabus furnished to
them by the insututuon In some cases, they may
also meet with instructors from the school at
certain “correspondence centers” before taking
the examinatuions. Passing or failing 1s deter-
mined ‘solely on the basis of these examinations

Successful candidates have exactly the same

nghts and pnivileges and obtain the same diplo-

_mas and ceruficates as those enrolled ih regular

daytime courses. The institutions providing such
programs extramurally include the universiues
and most other higher educauon instututions as
well as the following specialized semi-higher
institutes. Insututes for nursery-kindergarten
school teachers, prnimary school teachers, inter-
mediate school teachers, and teachers in produc-
tion training. respectively: the institute for Li-
branans, the Postal, Telegraph, and Telephone
Insuitute, and the insututes for internauonal
tourism

SPECIAL EDUCATION

Bulgaria maintains a number of special
schools for physically or mentally retarded chil-
dren Included in this category are “chimatc”
schools (for children with pulmonary, cardio-
rheumatic, and other related diseases). which
are modeled 1n some wavs along the hnes of the
ofder American open-air schools. schools for the
mentally retarded. schools for the phvsically
disabled; schools for the deaf-mute and for
children with defecuive hearing: schools for
stammerers, schools for the blind and for chil-
dren with defective sight, and schools for juve-
nile delinquents (so-called problem children)

BOARDING SCHOOLS AND EXTENDED
DAY SCHOOL PROGRAMS .
~

¥

Three important education-related programs

in Bulgana are (1) boarding schools Gnternati,

\.

~

oftety translated” "hostels™), (2)‘semn-bpard|ng .

schools (poluinternatz), and (3) study halls (zam-
malni). The first two serve as,adjuncts to some
schools, with the first providing room and board
to students who are unable to hve at home
while attending school,.and the second provid-
ing board and funcuoning as a type qf center
for children after classes. In 1977 approximately
one-third of all school children attended these
semi-boarding schools The third simply offers
guided play and learning acuvities for children
by persons who are not, regular classroom teach-

ers These tutors (v"zpalgtels, hiterally, "trainers”.

help students prepare their assignments for the
next day, direct work projects, and orgamzeé
various games, sports, and other recreational
acuviues

EXTRA-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

L]

_ Networks of extracurngular actiniues for chil-
dren and youth comprise a rather extensrve and
very important element 1n Bulgana's educauon
program In most cases, they are located in the
school and are a supplementary part of thé
total schooi program In other instances, the
activities are carried out In separate insututions,
but neverthelé¢ss remain extensions of the school
program

The Dimitrov Pioneer Organization
Children entering the primary grades at the
age of 6 or 7 are inducted into the Chavdarcheta
(lnerally, “Little Chavdars™), so named after a
medieval Bulgangn hayduk (patriouc brigand)
&R0 fought against the Turks This 1s the junior
branch of the Dimitrov Pioneer Orgamzation
Third graders become regular members of the
Dimitrov Pioneer Organizatuion "Septembrists,”
perhaps the mostimportant of ‘the vouth orga-
nizations becauge of 1ts almost total inclusiveness
and conséquent size Founded on September
22, 1944, at the direcion of George Dimitrov,
Premier of Bulgaria at the ume and First Secre-
tary of its Comnrunist Party, the organizatuon
has as its primary purpose the ideological teach-
ing of vouth In:the process, it provides an
extensive and varred program of acuviues for
children from grades 3 through 8, at which
ume most stullents become members of the
sentor organizaton, the ,Dimitrov Communist
Youth League, to which thev can belong unul
age 28
Much of the work of the Pioneers takes place
in study groups tkr "zhocht) (c\tuyid on a specific
. ~
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field of study, topic, or hobby. These study
groups meet once or twice a week under the
direction of_a teacher or dther person’qualified
in the particular area. As members of such
circles or of school classes, Pioneers engage in
conservation efforts. (e.g., planting trees)-and
recycling projects (gathering waste paper, scrap
metals, etc), visit geographic landmarks and
historic sites significant to the nation or the
Communjst Party, take field trips to state and
_collccuve farms and industrial enterprises, study
music, dancing, literature, art, history, geog-
raphy, and dramatics, and participate in chess,
checkers, and other games. In recent years,
particular emphasis has been placed on sports
and on technological and®scientific projects in
fields such as model building, woodworking,
mathematics, electronics, astronomy, physics,
chemistry, agriculture, and biology

Each school has at least one Pioneer Battalion
{druzhuna) —two 1f 1t operates in two shifts. Each
druzhma is governed by a soviet and 1s divided
into companies (otryads, plural of otryad) that
.generally are identical to the classes in a school.
Finally, each company i1s formed Into units
termed zvena.

Supporung the school Pioneer work are sev-

Jal auxthary instituions In the Palace of the, toring agd sports include the Bu,lgarlan

Plo'neer{ (Dyorets na pronenite) 1n Sofia and in
about 100 Pioneer homes (Pionerski domove),
school children are trained as Pioneer leaders n
the various activities, study groups, and pro-
grams of the Pioneer movement The chorus of

Sfrzicheska lzultura t sport)

for the age group enrolled. In addition, it 1s
especially active in involving youth in brigade
work (brigadi) during summers and school vaca-
tion periods. Brigade work 1s of many different
types but most often involves general construc-
tion, road building, or farm work. The League
serves as one means for screening and training
future members of the Bulgarian Communist
Party.

The organazauon is centralized amd structur-
ally similar t8the Bulgarian Communist Party.
Units of the League are found in almost all
secondary schools and higher education insutu-
tiops and i1n many factories, industrial plants,
and state and collective farms.,

Other Organizations

For secondary, school students, college stu-
dents, and working youth and adults, there are
additional organizauons devoted to specific in-
terests. Those ®promoting sports and physical
training are perhaps the most important The
overaftf-administration and coordination of
sports 1s previded by the Bulgartan Union for
Physical Cielpur&3hd Sport (B'lgarsk s"uz za
Other organizations
ndi-
nion
of Tourisé (B’ Igarskr turistichesks s"'uz [BTS)), the
Nattonal Hunting and Fishing Union (Narodniyat
lovno-nbarski s"uz), and the Paramiltary Organi-
zaton for Assistance,in Defense (Dobrovolnata .
organizatsiya za s deutvze na otbranata[DOSO])

imvolved in activities relating o physcal

the Palace, named Bodra Smyana; the children’ sﬁhls last ofgm;lzauon created in 1951 by merg-

ballet, and the szmphony orchestra are outstand-
{ng 1n their technical expertise and perform-
ances, although many composiions and much of
the, choreography selected 15 of an ideological
nature. Related institutions devoted solely to
encouraging promising students 1n technological
and scientific studies are the Station of Young
Techaicians (Stantstya na mladute tekhmtsi) in Sofia
and a similar one in Pernik, an important
indu#trial and mining town An institution hav-
ing like purposes in the field of agriculture 1s
the Station of Young Agriculturists (Stantsiya na
‘mladute agrobiolozhi) And for children and youth
“with an interest in literature, there 1s the Home
of Children’s Literature (Dom na detskata kniga).
The activiues of the Dimitrov Jreague of Com-
munist Yputh, the senior organfzation, are simi-
lar to dlose of the Pioneers; hut are appropn317
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‘division.

ing the Union of the Fighters Against Fascism
and Capitalism ($"uza na boutsite- protiv fashizma 1
Rapitalzma [SBPF); and the \auonal Union for
Sports and Technology (Narodni s"uz za sport 1
tekhnika [N5ST)), has both quasi-miitary and
educational functions. It conducts ptograms of
applied education 1n a great variety of fields
through an extensive network of clubs devoted
to automechanucs, electronics, radio, tiffery and
marksmenship, boating, flying, motorcycling,
ghding, signalipg, etc. Other extracurricular or-
ganizations include. The Bilgarian Red Cross
(Blgarskr cherven kr”st [BCRK]) and its junior
the Bulgarlan Union of Espcrantlsts
(B"lgarskr esperantskr s"uz) and various language
study centers, and reading clubs (chttalishta) with
their varied literary, cultural. ideological, and
recreational activities
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A T . Doklad ) Report, lecture, paper

e

Agronomcheshs fakultet School (Faculty) of Agniculture  Doktor na naukite Doctor of Knowledge (or
) Science), awarded to a holder
Ahkademicheski sﬁcl Academic counctl of a higher of the Kandidat na naukute after
. education ingtitution an additional thesis and
’ professional recogmtion as a N
Asistent " Graduate appointed to assist a . scholar, may also be awarded )
. professor, often supervising for dmmcuo(nfm a profession .
.’ - - the students’ pracucal mork, or cont.nbuu n o progressin R
. . . . a® assistant lecturer 1n a the national econiomy
.o, . higher education instituuon

' . Dotsent Lecturer in a higher education

Asprrani™(masc.), asprrantha  Graduate student _ tnstitution
(fem.) .
Druzhina Battahon, a unit of the
Asprrantura Gradpate study, research, or Dimitrov Pioneer
courte work Organtzation, often
) comprising an entire school
Alestat Certficate, diploma .
E
B
Edinnoto sredno ) Unified polytechnical school,

Bogoslovsh fokulter School {Faculty) of Theology poluekhnichesko uchiishte comprising grades 1-10 under

‘ . the reformed structure
B"lgarska akademrya.na Bulgarian Academy of ’
. naukile - Sciences

- F

B"lgarsh: obsht naroden Bulganan Generat National -

. " studentsh ynz Stugent Union Fabrchno-2avodsk: uchitishta  Factory and plant schools
- 7
C . " Fakultet Facuity or school (primary
, 0 ' subdivision) of a higher
Chavdarcheta Little Chavdars, members of N education institution, group of -

the Junior branch of the
Dimitrov Pioneer Organization

professors in a higher
educauon institution

Chualshte Reading room or club Fakulteten s"vet Faculty Counail

" . .
D Fakultet za stopanshs 1 School (Faculty) of Economics’
sotssalng nauks and Soaal Sciences

~

Detska gradina , Kindergarten for.children
aged 3 to 6 (lterally, children's

garden) l

Dimutrovsh komunistichesh League of Communist Youth,

' miadeshks s"yuz the country’s major genior, ..,
v organization for agj:ﬁg to 27  Fuucheska kultura Physical culture

Filologichesks fakulter School (Faculty) of Philology

f?la(avskx'uwmlmb Jakultet  School (Faculty) of Philosophy
P and History

Dimyrovsha pronersha
organuatstya
“Septemvruche”

Dimitrov Pioneer Organizauon  Fizko-matemanchesks fakultet  School (Faculty) of Physics-

“Septembrnist,” the major junior
youth organization, enrolling

Mathemaucs
%

children from the ages of .
about 10 10 14 G

~

. e
Gymnasium, or sccondary
level of the general (or
unified) polytechnical school

Drrector na uchilishte Director of a school

Drsertatstya Dissertation

23

RS

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:




o

Q

ERIC

Aruitoxt provided by Eic:

Tkonomucheski u@hnmm

Instutut

Intethat

Iopnd

Jash

Kandidat na naukite

Kandidat na lechmchnk;u -
nauk

Katedra

Khudoz]mtvn% akademrya
A

Kolokyrum

Komutet = nauka, 1zkustvo 1
kultura

Komsomol

Konkursen 1zpu
Kr"zhok

Kuabfilsiran rabotnsk

Lektor

24

’

Secondary level (literally,

upper course) of the general v
(or unified) polytechnical Matura
school

I

Technicum of Economics

Matunteten u.pu/

-

Ingtitute, a higher educatjon
or research institution that
speaiahizes in a particular field

such as agriculture, medicine, ~ Malurieten predmet
economucs, or technology - .
Boarding school Meditsinsks fakultet
’ )
Examinauon Mekhano-tekhnichesko .
uchilishte

J

Nursery schools for children
under 3 years of age

Mmustersh s"vet

Mimusterstyo na narodnata

K prosvets

Candidate of Knowledge (or
Saence), a first graduate
degree awarded to a holder of ' -
“the imual university diploma
after completion of at least 3
additional years of study and a  Nachalen uchutel (masc ),
thesis; also the holder of the
degree *

Nachalno uchilishte
Candidate of Technical

Sciences, a-graduate diploma, , Nauchno-pedagogchesk

also the holder of the diploma profil
Department of a fakultet .
+

Academy of fine arts

Obshtestueno-politichesk:
Preliminary oral examination nauks
Committee for science, art, e uchibishte
and culture

Otryad

Komsomol, the Dimitrov
League of Communist Youth

Competitive examination .

Study group
) ! . Puwmer (masc ), pionerka
Certificate of qualificauon for (fem)
a vocation
Pismen 1201t
L

Politekhnichesko obrazovanie

Lecturer, reader, teacher

Mladezhhs otechestven front

nachalna uchuelka (fem)

. Wntten examination

M

Cekificate of graduaton from

the secondary level of the
general (or unfied) -

polytechnical school, required

for admission to higher

cdumuon,%uulwns '
A3

\ .
School-leaving examination for .

the matura - i
1

§ub_)ecl included 1n the final

examination for the malura
,

School (Faculty) of Mcdlélnc h

Mechanical and techmcal
school

Council of Ministers (of which
the Minister, of Public .
Education 1s a member)

Ministry of Public (Nauonal)

Education
-

Fatherland Youth Front >

N

Pnmary school teacher
. -~

Primary school

Professional cdumuon’ﬁcld

Social sciences

Elementary school, grades 1-8

Company in the Dimitrov
Pioneer Organszation, usually
a school class

P ¢
Pioncer, a member of the
Dimitrov Pioneer Organization

Politechnical educaton or
training
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Polutekhnschesko uchibshie s Foreign language school tp Sredno obshtoobrazovateino General polytechnical school,
prepodavane na ruski euk  train specialists in Russian boluekhnichesko uchilshte compnsing grades 1-11 unders

f the current structure

Po'lxtekhnufm/w uchibshte s Foreign language school to

prepodavane na frensh, train speaalists in French, Sredno profesionalno- Middle vocational school,
nemashky, 1h anghish euk German, and English tekhnichesko uchibishten, s offering a program of $ or

‘ - more years leading to the

Polu-internat Semi-boarding school, ) ] matura and a certficate of

. providing board and care for Quallﬁcatlon'm a vocation

children after classes . -
' Sredno uchilishte 2~ Intermedate school, offering
L}

Poluvissh 1ostuut Semi-higher insutute, post- 4 years of schooling between

secondary school offcnr;g a2 . the pnmary and secondary
‘ to $-year program ’ levels
Poluvissh uchitelski msotute  Semu-higher teachers institute  S/87sh asustent Senior assistant
’ ’
Popravitelen 1zput Makeup examination Slepfn Degree, rank, level, grade
. N . [ ,
Prakticheski uprazhnentya Pracucal work in a seminar | Suidelelstvo Ceruficate of graduauon
-~ »
. Prepodavatel (masc ), Teacher, nstructor, lecturer - T
prepodovatelra (fem ) ’
Prumen 1zpu Entrance exatnmation Teknikum Technicum, currently used for
R L certain specialized secondary
. 1t l
Prrodo-matematicheshs . School (Faculty) of :;:f'v':l’l'l’abe;:::'f:o;;hf:: ary
. Jakubet . ;:athcmauca and Natural institutions in the reforme
tences educauonal structure, offers a
' ‘ - 4- or 5-year course leading to
Profesionalno sbrazovanie Vocational education or the matura and a certificate of
. training quahficauon 1n a vocation,
’ . more advanced training than
Profesinaino-teknichesko Lower vocational school ~ that of the middle vocational -
< . - ~
uchihishte (Inerally, vocational-technical schqol
school). offering 1- or 2-year ) A
<ourses at the secondarv level  Tep Thests
. . R - SN )
. . Trudove obuchente Education 1n labor
Redoven profesor (ilrdmayry profet:)ssor. holdm: d  Tyntralen institut 2 Central Institute for the
», chairin the subject he teaches us™v"rshenstvuvane na Advanced Training of
g uchutelite Teachers
Rektor Rector, head of a,university. : N
d:C;;d ?g:hc:?;cm'c;:fﬂ Tsentralen komitet na Central Committee of the
usually for a 4-year pen « Dimuropsht s"yuz na Dimitrov People's Youth
s narodnata mladezh League . -
,(\
Sekretar ‘ Secretary, the chief executive "« . U "
v administrative official of a 3
- higher education wnstrution -,
. Uchifishte wa trudowt reservi Vocatonal school
Septemvruche Septembnist. a member of the . ' .
+  Dimitrovska Pionersha .. Uchitel (masc ). uchitelha Teacher
Grgaiatsiya "Sep}f"j’mthe" 4 ffem) ~ » ’
Shhola School Usten 12pu Oral examinauon
L
" Softvski drzhaven umiverstet  Sofia State L'mvcm;y. an -
" alternate name for the v
University of Sofia. Clement LN -
” of Ohrd . Vishe bogoslovskt uchilishte Advanced Theological School
S 1Y
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- Visshe "rgousko uchitishtd

1
+ -
.

Higher School of Commerce,
which provides courses in

acct.)ur}ting, economics,§ :Eadochno obrucheme -
business management, artd .,
den'fography . Zanimalna
Visshe uchebno 2avedenie * Higher eduéation institution ’
- of university rank .
. N _ ; Zhelessp'tno uchilishte
Vissheto uchilishte zd stopanski Higher School for Economic ,
i sotsialni nouki and Social Sciences .
- Zrelosten izpnt .
8 ¥ : '
. . Zyeno
Yuridicheski fokultet  * S’chool (Faculty) of Law
1 [y ’ : -~
~ 3
- 4 ¥ L
vh !
. “
. . . - J
AN , Lo
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School for Training Railpoad

Correspondence courses

Study hall, offering guided
play and learning activities fog
children of working parents

Employees {literally, Rail%ad
School)
Final examination

Aunit of children within a
Pionéer otryad, or company

—s?
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