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Early in the war, the Whigs attempted to capture St. augustine in

British-held Florida, but failed.
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Editors” Note
. F . o
- One of the early ¢uncerns of the Georgiz Commussion

for the National Bicentennial Celebration was the lack o
matertat on Revolutionary Georgia avadable for use in the
state’s publiv schools during the bicentennial yvears As a

, result. one of the Nirst projects of the Comminsion was the
preparation of asernes of pamphlets un the Amerncan
Revolution in Georgue anmed speaificatly at public school
use With the vooperanion of the Georgia Department of
Educatron. this praoject hes become areality Therteen
pamphlets are wheduled to be published between 473
ard 1974

Our purpase in publishing these pamphizts s 1ePresent

) \ . dclear, voneise prcture of Georgie's history during these
s mportant days We hope that vur effons wil envpurage
, students interest and add to therr knowledge ofGeorgia’s
actvities duning the Smencan Revolution
' Kanneth Coleman
, - Mittore Ready
M ' -
.
.,
¥
Copyright © 1474
- . ‘Georgla Commusion tor the
National Breentenmal Celebration
. and

Georgra Department ot | ducenion
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Preface and Terminglogy

The tollowng i~ g brief general view of the ml-
tary action which took plaee i the volony of
Ceorgia durning the American Revolution In this
avcount there are mentioned several terms, expres
stons and names tamibiar to Georgians of the
revolutiondry persod These may seem unusual to
the twentieth-century reader Most of the places
mentioned are famidiar today as important Iin
Georgly bul g tew are notso well known To ard
the reader in plaging these locations and in better
understanding the terms used, there follows a hist
ot namys and terns and therr meamngs Within the
text there are seversl maps wed 1o llustrate the

dotron and 1ts location

Term

Continentyl
(‘()Ilg]'t.’\\

The Crown

Liberty Boys
Loyahist

Milstia

Patrnot
Revilutionan

ERIC’
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Meaning

Central government of the states
which were Bighung for ther
dependence,

George T was King of England
dunng the Revelution but the
term Crown as used here refers
to roval Englwsh authority 1na
generad sense

Farly supporters of indepen-
dencerwho took actioh against
Brivsh authonty :

Sufuporlcr ot the Crown, Britsh -

smpatfuzer. also called Tony or
Roy alist .

Eocal maditary unnts wythin the
colonies and ghatues
Supporier of the Awgerivan
catise. ¢lso called Whig. Conti-
nental. Revolutionan

Sanme 4v Patriot

Courtesy Georgue Archnes

- Term
Royahst
4

Ton

Whig

<

Meaning - ‘-
. Sume a5 Loy alist
Same as Loy alist

Same as Patriot

\\‘
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Part |
The Struggle for Georgiz [ntroduction’

Dunng the war we call the American Revolution.
Georgla was the southernmost of the colones
which rebelled against George It and English®
authonty Many Georglans were torn between
vpntinuing their support for the Crown and jorming
»&%\{:«‘Q catled the Whig Jause After womé hesr
tatron. however. mgny Georgians romed the colo-
nists to Yhe north and fought for their indepen-

o denve The struggle m Georgia was carnied out for
more than s1x years The tory of that struggle may
be comsidered n several easily studied and under-
stood parts the general conditions in Georgia at
the outbreak of the war the Whig offensive in
which, the revolutionaries tried to capture St

“Augustine in Brtish Florda, the British offunsive
in whroh the Bretish cuptered Sevanhah and Augus?
ts. the hackeountny strugele and finally the re-
wapture ol Savannah dnd the end of the warof
revolation .

+

il

-Simnce its English settlement in 1733, Georma had
been o frentier outpost on the (minge of permenent
English setticrnents Untld 1763 agd the Treaty of
Parmwhich gave Fitrida 1o the Britssh. the lend
south of Georgia was alwa\s a potential hattle-
ground hetween Fagland and Spain Thewe two
wountries were mgor opponents in Europe and
Amenca In the War of Jenkins Ear. 1739-1742,
Georga. under the leadership of James Oglethorpe.
siccessfully withstood a Spanish advance The
hadt of that advance. the Battle of Bloody Marsh on
St Sunons ksland tn July of 1742 inuarked the
beginning of a tong penod of peace in Georgia
After Oglethorpe left Georgra m 1743, for more
than ten years Georgid's defensive posts were
practically gnored !

J

W}lcn royal authorty vdme to Georgid undcs
Governor John Reynolds m 1754, sttention wis
* gnhen to the LO[Q“) s military prepargdness Fol-
fowing the brief and unstictessful term of Gover-

1

+

"

LF]

¥4 ra

. ¥
Henry Ellis. made significant advanges toward the
rebudding of colonial fortifications. When Ellis
left Georgia in [760. his successor. James Wnight.
found the colony 's military preparedndss the best

. 1t had been 1in some ttme However. he:félt that

Georgia was endangered by the Indian and Spanish
threats of the French and Indian War which

" touched on the northern and castern borders of .

Georgia The treaty ending that conflict in 1763

spared Wright and his colonists the very real threat

of attack from the Spanish in Flonda or the Fren h
in Lowsiana Wich English control of Flonda estab-
lished by the Treaty of Panis of 1763, Wright's -
adminisiration was fOﬁUI'led) free from further
mmediate military concerns It was npt unti 1""
that the possibility of military ¢ction arose again

. ¥
. Gasernor Wrnight's successful fiest four years as
gavernor began to be overshadowed by | 765 with
the rise of revolutionary protest and incredsing
opposition from opponenis of roy al authority
Those 1ssues which were inflaming the nofthern
cotomes  the Sugar Act (1764, the Stamp At

. {1765y and the Tewnshend Duties (1767 )--were

s!ower to ahger Georgians than their northern

T
‘

(owf::b Gearga Archttves History of the L nited States by
{ Coodrich p 14

Chark

“nor Reynolds. Georgia's second roydl governor.
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neighbors Yet more and more Georguans joined .
the ranks of protesters against the British govem-
ment Whenoin carly 17750 Governor Wright fost
s control over the volontal assembly . the revo-
lutiondries or Whigs began 10 sevure political and
military control Governor Wright was now vir-
twdlly a prisoner Whig militia units formed.
supphies were gathered. and communications were

gstablished with the Philadelphia meeting of the

Seeond Continertal Congress 4n Apnil. with the
fighting 4t Lewington und Concord, the hkehhood
of mulitary action m Georgia appesred certain
Greorgld wds i a Wnitiegl position as war broke
out Whik on thenerthern boundany South
Caroling was firmhy committed 1o the Whig vause,
Florida to the south provided 4 haven for Tories
At St Adgustine the Governor of East Flonda.
Patrick Tonyn and the mihitary commander
encouraged and protected raids into southern
Georgla for food. espectally cattle John Stuart,
British Tndian superimtendent located at St
Augusti® tried to prevent Whig use of Indians
in thewr Night with the Crown

With the tighting underway in the North neither
the Bnitssh nor the Continental commanders vould
dtord to devote a great deat ab altention o the

South The Whigs in Geoma felt their position w.s

an v ibdl ds Boston Harbor or Fort Ticonderoga hut
4 the hostthities began the battle tor Georgua tell
largely on the shoudders ot Georglns and therr
southern neighbors

*

Part I 'y
The Wiug Offensive. 17761778

With the beginming ot war at Leximgton and Con-

cord, Georgre's Whg clensent hastened phins for
the colony's detersive and oftensive e hion agams|
the Britesh Accorded respect tor s pust popus
labity - Governor Wright was ignored wy hiy advice
to the Whng leaders When word reached him that

6

- patttly s

d British naval foree was hoping to buy provisions
dt Savannah in Januaiy. 1776, Wright appealed to
the Whig leaders to.allow the purchase of some
rive He hoped to avoid o physical confrontation
with his majesty’s forees The Whigs not anly chose
to 1ignore Wright but plaved lum under house arrest.
preparing to resist dll efforts bx the British to do
business in Georga

In Februany, 1776, the expected British vessels
artived at Savannah hoping to purchase provisions
The British were anyious to seeure the nee on .
several vessels i the rver norgh of the a1ty The
favt thai the Whigs had agreed not to sell gc«Qc\ls to
the British made the purchase impossible The
result was Georgia's first battle of the Revolution”
The Coundil of Safety. the Whig executive group.
determimed to prﬂw.m any yapture of the rice On
the might of March 2. British iroops landed on
Hutchinson’s Island. in the river opposite Savanngh.
and got on bourd the nce vewsels On March 3. the
men sent by Counuil of Safets to present the
taking of the vesskls were surprised and vaptured
by the British The Whigs arrested alf royat officials
i the aty when they learned of the'wapturt of
their fiiends Cannon fire fram shore fell short of
the vessels and efforts to burn the rice were only
oful Fourteen or 15 vassels with
between 1, and 2.000 h.arrcl_\; of rive were tuken
by the British The prisonets an both sides were
released and the Britsh lett with the provisions
With this rather awkward begmning Ge OFgId Wan
41 war with the (rnu.n«

3

For the first yvars of the Americait Revolution,
Creorgia was out of majortheaters of action Wil
the war raged to the north 'y Trenton and Prince-
ton Valley Forge and Saratoga. Georgans de-
cided that Fast Flosida shoudd be captured While
Greorgrans hoped and asked for Continental and

< Caroling militi support.thdy would, if necessars,

depend o their own deyiees weapture Iha. Totwes #4
and Brm\h midit ary Florida s

[here was g ~m.rl| Brlmh armisen 9t St Augus-
tne and Flornida wais prodyahing a haven tor thy

ES
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Tones who were flgeing Georgia and the Carolings
The increasing Flortda population put g strain on
food supplies inthat British colony. Southern
Georgia seemed the logical souree of food By

early 1776, hostile Indians. British irregutars. Toriss

¢nd runaway slaves, organized ¢s Florida Rangers.
began to harass southern Georgia. taking cattle
when possible to help feed St Augustine Flonida *
presented yet another problem John Stuart.

- Britssh Indiin supernintendent, worked to keep the

Indians neutral. but Georgans saw His presence it
St Augustine oy a threat to their use of Induns
agamnst the British. These tactors added up to
Greorgra's several attempts to mvade Flornda and
capture St Augustine.

: [

¥n the summer of 17767 representatives from
Georgia met m Charleston with General Charles
Lee. commuander of the Continentul troops in the
Southern Depdrtment. and secured the promise
of finanaial support and command planning in
Georg :
© The Continental Congress in carly 1776 recom-
mended that Georgia along with North and South
Carobina underfake 4 jomt expedibion at.Conti-
nental expense to capture St. Augustine Before
this effort could be carried out. however, barder
wmeidents in/the area of the St Marys River hegan
The Flonidh Rungers raided southern Georgia In
Mayv the Georgia Counct of Safety ordered Captan
Wilkiam Mulntosh and s troop of horsemen to
attack the British forts wy the St Mary s region and
drive south sll Flonida traops in that darea

By August Genetal Lee had settled on the ided
of breakingiup the Britsh settlements and planty-
tions between the St Marys and St Fohns rvers
He believed what Jus troop strength was not enough
to vapture St Augustine That same imenth Coloned
Lachlan Molntosh, Geora's Conunentsl Commuan-
des. raided v nosthesn Flosida and foreed the
British south ot the St Maky <. Lee asked Georgia
leadegs of that were not sufficient But Georgia™s
sights were sblb on St Augustine, and the Council
K : C

.

| 3
L

started «Milecting supplies for an altack. The expe-

,mdition took place 1n September. and some Amen-
~ an troops did get to the S1. Johns but most got

no further than Sunbury. None ever made it 10
St. Augustine Sickness of the troops. insufficient
transportation. hot weather. hostilities of the
Cherokevs agamnst Georgia’s upcountry and lack
of cooperation between Lee and civilian state .
authorities are considered reasons for the failure
of thus 1776 effort -

The year 1777 brought new leaders and renewed
mdriial uspirations’ to Georgia With the death of
Arctubald Bulloch, Georgia's President and
commander-in-chief. Button Gwmnett became
the state’s Prestdent and muilitary leader Gwinnett
hoped that the new Continental commander in
the South, General Robert Howe. could be more
helpfut to Georgia efforts against Flonda. Gwinnett
and his council were sure that with proper help -
from Howe St Augustine could be captured Howe,
however. refused to send troops except for a single
battahion which he sent to Sunbury Gwinnett
thought Howe did not like the idea of working
with civilians State planmng went on despite the
lack of Continental support

The chances for suvcess against the British were
Jfurther reduced by the fact that Gwinneti and
Lachlan Mclntosh faded to cooperate The two
men fett into dispute when George Mclntosh,
hrother of Lachban, was arrested and accused of
aiding the Britssh. By the time there was any
cooperation the British at St Augustime knew of
Georgia’™s plans In Aprnl when the troops set out,
the dispute between the President and the mibitany
.%udcr flared up again On the gdvice of the
“ouncil of Safety . both Gwinnett and Mulntosh
returned o Savannah Jeaving Colonel Samuel
Eibert to wommand Elbert and ghe Continenfat
troops proceeded by boat vig the inlend passage.
and a4 group of mounted militia went overlgnd
When the two tores falgd to meet on the St
Jahns Ruver as planned., Elbert decided to abandon
the effort and return to Savannall where the foree

ERIC
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arrined in the middle of June .
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By 1778. Georgians had come to expect an
annual assault on St Augustine and plans were
made forjust that The raads of the Flonda Rangees
were Now as nedr Savannah as the Altamaha River
and spies were teported in the ity atsedf, In view
of these. developments and the unsuccessful assarits
on the south. the Whig government guthorized
“roving commissions,” or anyone who could ratse
ds many as fifteen men. to plunder Flonda Under
these vonditions John Houston, now Governor.
prepared to lead the third effort against the
Britsshun Flomda Again there wad to be a com-
bined Torve. naval gnd land. Georgia and Conti-
nental This time the troops reached the St Marys
Rives but jealousy among the commanders and
lack of proger leadership continued to plague the
attackers The effort bogged down it the heat of
the swamps of southern Georga. Jnoving briefly
“mto Florida but never to St Auylsmlc A force
numbering 2.000 and consisting of Georgia and
Carolima Cdntinentals under General Howe.
Grorgia militig under Governor Houston. South
Carohna nutitia under Colonel Andrew Williamsbn
and naval umts under Commodore Oliver Bowen
fatled in the face of the old problem of drided
command The abUndance of commanders con-
fused the effoft to the point that by July. Howe
and the Continentals left the expedition at the
St. Marysand retarngd north Without ths support
other leaders refused to follow the Governor
further and the expedition ended

-

Part I ,
The British Offensive

In the nuddle of November of 1778, news -
reached Georgia that Britssh war plans called for
dn nvasion in the south Given the cholce of
attacking Georgia or South Carobing. the Britsah
decided to lut Georgia first, moving on towand
Charleston The British believed thet once

Q

| el
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Savannah and Charleston were restored to royal
authority and the old forms of government were
reeStablished. there would be a rush back to the
Tory side by Americans, On the strength of this  *
belief and because of Burgoyne's surrender at
Saratoga tn 1 777. the theater of operations in

the south begame much more active 1(1:1 late [778.

The attack on Georgia-was to consist of forces
from Florida captuning the southern coastal area
and then joining a seaborne expedition from New
York at Savannzh British férces under Lieutenant
Colonel L 'V Fuser matrched overland into Geor*
gia in mid-November Fuser’s forces. upon reach-
ing Sunbury. confronted Lieutenant Colonel John
Mcintosh. commander of Georgia forces at Fort
Morns, who. when ordered by Fuser to surrender,
replied. "COME AND TAKE IT ™ Fuser, discover-
Ing that expected British reihforcements under
Lreutenant Colonel James Mark Prevost had not
arfived. dechned Mclntosh's invitation and re-
turned to Flonda Prevost reached Midway. only
a few miles from Sunbury. where he destroyed the
meciing house before returning to St, Augustine
Thus, the anticipated cooperation of these two
expeditions had not matenalized. and none of
Georgia was i British hands as a result

After several false starts caused by bad sailing
weather. the force from New York reached Savan-
nah n December It consisted of 2,000 to 4.000
men undet the command of Lieutenant Colenel
Archibald Campbell The troops included portions
of the 71Ist Scottish Regiment. New York loyal-
its. Hessians and a detachment of royal artillery.

The ity of Savannah lay before the British 1]
defended General Robert Howe of the Continental
army. with a force of less than 1,000 was in charge
of defenses as the British arrived. Howe's strength
suffered not only from a lack of sufficient men but
also from a lack of cooperation from state cvil
hpaders and the head of the Georgia militia, Colonel
CGeorge Walton Natural defenses of lowlands and
swamps surrounded the aty, but an unguarded

' . Qo+

'

1 0 ' N




‘ ' cEoRrciA
The British Offensive. 17781779
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" The Georéia front was relatively quiet durning the for hus efforts, md the subsequent failures to plan
,summer of 1779, but in the fall the. Whags (nitiated together made the rescue of Suvannah impossible.
*an assault on Savannah. hoping to return the uly . W PR,
to the American side. With the en ance into v
. ° the war on the stde ol the Amerlczt;[t?;. there was With the Lcapture-of Charleston .'md Lincoln’s

. Amportant naval support available. Charles-Henrt. entire-army on May 12. 1780. the Whig cause in
Comte d Estaing: Vice Admural of the French navy. the South reached 1ts lowest ebb. Augustawas soon

had come to American waters and had been operat- in British hands British power was strongest N
ing in the West Indies. . around Savannah. but there were in Georgia two

. . areas of significant resistance to royal control.
Whigs around Midway demaonstrated continhed
opposition to British authority, and Georgia’s
greatest Whag strength remamt,g in the backcountry.
With a state government too weak to'aid to the
mulitary. the drganization and support of Georgia's

L]

Governor John Rutledge of South Caroling asked
for d"Estaing’s wid 1n the recapture of Georgia fron
the British. Early in September of 1#79. the French
. offiger appeared unannounced off Savannah with o
A l'lee d about 4.000 troops. General Lincoln backeountry fighting men way mostly up to local %

“sggollected Continental troops and militia in Georgia commanders, Occasionally the rregular state-
~ and Soluth Carolina D’Estaing demanded the -+ . goyrnmem arded (n forming local units of militia

o ’

surrender of Savannah whereupon General Augus-  *-- an

tune Prevost, militany commiandér of British forves’
i the wity. begged fqr tune to Lonuger The tide ™
granted by d'Estaing was sufficient to allow for
Bntish reinfercements to arnive under Colonel Johin
Maittand-and bolster the uty'\odcfcnsn <. Limcoln
dppeared about the same time a5 Maitl.ind and the

French and Amenicans attacked October 9 The
Lattyek Failed with an allied loss of m&re than 800

casualties. A little more than o weck later the aege
wuas abandongd and 4 Estaing dgparted.for Frdnce.
The gitack of October 9 was a gallant effort which
vost ghe Life of Polnh Cmuu Castnr Pulas l'lghl-
mﬂor Amencan hberty The Brstish tost
thai £00 giew General Lincoln meturned to° Soulh
Carghing m an tnsuccessful effort ta shore up the
defenses of thatrevolutionary stronghold i
f— L
Orie'more Georgia had sultered trom a lack of
LOOpEFation briwern cummanders whe were -
attempuing 1o overcome the British, DEstaing be-
heved hunsedf to be superior i imihitary matten
to his Amenican allieggnd as a result tended to go
it alone Hhis delay i storming the aity aird the
lack ot cooperation be tween the Frendh amd
Americans allowed Colonel Mathemd to eater
Savgmmah “The surprise arnval of d'Fstaing did not
give the Amenicans time (o prepare proper support

I l

stute troops Thesw units were used In Loopera-
tion with Continentals, Groups of mikitia did
frontier guard duty and Jomed with Continentals
against the British The chief problem for these
fighting men was the lack of supply and pay. ™

a ..

A myjor source of Whig nulitary support Lame
from the Milittamen who remained n the field for
months While indwiduals among this group
demonstrated great valor, the regular Continental
forcescould never besure of the size and depend-
ability of such forves In the backcountry there
wds another potential sourcy of wid for the Whigs
the Indsans Although there were efforts through-

he war to enlist the support of the Indians un

¢ Whig sade. the results were dlx.nppmﬁ'lmg The
Whigs had fittle to offer the Indians in the way of
pay The Brtish expenence s dealing with the
Indians plus their abiiity te supply Indran presents
wgyed the Tory side well methe competiion tor
Indian support ,

“After the Bntish reoccupation of Auguste in
Muy. 1780. Tory Colonel Thomas Brown was
gren command of #he aty! He took a fheavy toll.
of venglance against the Whigs whg had carly in
the war tarred and feathered him his loyalty
to the Crown. Brown launched an exiensve
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" The Georgiu front was relatively quict durnng the
, summer of 1779, but in the fall the.Whags initiated
* an assault on Savannah, hoping to return the city
to the American side, With the entry ance‘into
the war on the side of the Americans, thtre was -
JAmportant naval support available. Charles-Henn,
Comte d Estaing: Vice Admural of the French navy.
had come to American waters and had been operal-
ing In the Wesi Indies. )
N -
Governor John Rutledge of South Caroling asked
for d’Estaing’s wid n the revapture of Georgts from
the British. Early in September of 1979, the French
of figer appeared ununnounved off Savannah with a
fleet¥nd abeut 4.000 troops. General Linvoln
“eggollected Continental troops and militia in Georgla
and Soitth Caroling. D'Estaing demanded the - .
surrender of Savannah whereupon General Augus-

- tue Prevost, military commianddr of British fOFL(,b

tn the ity beggcd far time to -.onslgnr The tirde ™
granted by d’Estaing was sufficient to allow for
Brttish reinfgrcements to arrve unller Colonel John
Maitland-and bolster the aity™s defenses. Lincoln
dppedred about the same time as Maitl nd and the
French and Americans attacked Octolier 9 The
Attgek faded with an allied loss of mBTe than 800
castialties. A Dittle more than o week later the siege
was abundongd and d’Estaing dgparted.for Frdnee
The gitack of October 9 was o gallant effort which
cost ghe Iife of Polish Count Castttr Pulas I'nghl-
mb;‘or Amenican liberty The Brtish lost

thar 200 yred General Lincoln returned o Soulh
Carghing tin an,ansuceessful effort to shore up the
defenses of that revolutionary stronghold

—_ - .

Oriceimore Georgia had suffered from o fack of
*Looperdtion between cammanders who were «
attempting to overcome the Brigsh. D Estaing be-
licved hunsclf to be superior o mditary maters
to lus American allicggnd as a Tesult tended to go
it alone His delay i storming the city and the
lavk_0f vooperation between the French and
Atnerivans dlowed Colonsl Martland to enter
Swvgnnah “The sarprise armval of &’Estaing did not
give the Am:.n:..m» ftmg to prepare proper support

12

fof huis efforts, and the subsequent failures to plan ‘
together made the rescue of Savannah impossible.

- ) (‘Z r ) b
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With the capture-of Charleston and Lincoln’s
entire'army on May 12. 1780, the Whig cause in
the South reached 1t lowest ebb Augusta was soon
in British hands British power was strongest
around Savannah, but there were in Georgia two ¥
areas of significant resistance to royal control.
Whigs around Midway de monstrated continhied
opposition to British authority, and Georgia’s
preatest Whag strength remamz&d in the backeountry
With a state governinent too weak toaid to the
milttary. the otgamization and support of Georgia'™s
buckeountry fighting men way mostly up tologal
commanders. Oceasionally the irregular siate-
government aided in forming loval units of multtia

andstate troops These units were used in Loopera-

tion with Continentals. Groups of ' militia did
frontier guard duty and joined with Continentals
against the British The chief problem {or these
fighting men was the lack of supply and pay. ™

‘.

A myjor sour.e of Whig mulitary support vame

. from the Mitiamen who gemaned 1n the f"t.ltl for

inonths While mdividuals among this group
demonstrated great valor. the regulur Continental
forces-could never be suee of the wize and depend-

abiity of such forees In the backcountry there

wds anothuer potential sourve of aid for the Whigse
the Indians Although there were efforts through-
outthe war to enlist the support of the Indians on

¢ Whig side. the results were disapponting The
Whigs had hittle to offer the Indians in the way of
pay The British expenence in dealing with the
Indians plus their abddty to supply Indan prescnts
seiyed the Tory \ld(:‘ well in-the competition tor
Indian support.

“After the British reoveupation of Augusta i
May. 1780, Tory Colonel Thomas Brown wgs
given commind of she vity. He took a heavy toll
of vengéanyy against the Whigs whe had early 1n
the war turred and feathered hun W8T his foy alty
to the Crown Brown launched an extensive

i
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campaign to 1id the ceuntry around Augusta ot ol the Tory vasitors by her daughter to the nearby }
Whigs So suceesstul were hug efforts that many Whigs Taking advantage of theiwrnattention, :
fled mito the mountans of eastern Tennessee Tor Nancy shipped therr guns out ot o erack 1n the
sdfety  Among those who did not eseape was cabin By the ume they discovered her action. the
Cotongl John Dooly who i the summer was TorlJ\s Found themselves fucmg thy barrel of g gun
murdered by Tornes Tradion has ot that the f heidgby therr hostess Two of the men died by her
murderers of Doolby suttered the wrath of Geo- hand before the Whigs arrived to vapture the re-
s legendary “War Woman.” Nanay Han maning three and hang them
. ' .
. In the Lale months of 1780 the Whigs regrouped
. According to tradition, soon atter kailling Doaoly sutficiently to attempt to tahy Augusta from the
five¥ot the Tortes came upon the cabin ot Nancy Britsh A Seprember attack failed resulting, accord-
Hart.in the walds o1 Wilkes County.and «de- g ta teaditiow, i the execution by Thdmas Brown
maided Tood While the Tory guests enlivened” ol several prisoners by haaging them from the
: therfiselves with whishet . Nancy sent out word staieway of the Mackay House
. 14 ~ - '
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Part V
Savannah Regamed 1?81 1782

With the Whig threat in thé upcountry and the
rritations to the south of Savannah. Governor
James Wright-was insecurt in his postion. He felt
that to ignore the frontier wds to 3ubmit to Whig

,,re; apture of Augusta and eventually to their re-
* capture of the eity_of Savannah Wright had
depended on the sﬂ“englh of the Brlmh forces n
the Carolinas and*Georgta undes Lord Corfiwalls
dunsg 1780, but that comfiunder feft Georgia to

' be of hittle importance 1n the ox€rall British stras
fegy w the South Wright $Seared that the removal
of Cornwallis” forces 1@ North Curolina would
msure the résinal of WHig thréats in Georgia and
South Caroling Brifish troaps m Geosga, who
had moved tnto the Carolinas with the capture of
Charleston i 1780, mever returned fo Georgla
Cornwaths, desprie Woght's protests. moved into
North Caroling in the HIE of 1750

»

By the spring of %‘4‘ Wnght's fears were rea-
hized av General Nathana! Greene. latest come
mander of the Continental-Army’s Southern
Department. began plans to take the offensive jn
chrgfu and the Carolmas As a part of this ¢ffort
Augusta. in Jung. 17810 fell to & mixed force of
Georgia and South Carolina nvilitia commanded
by Colonels Elipah (larermd Micagah Wil amson
ardedhy Continental troops under Gaperal Andrew
Pickens and Llculcn.mt Colonel Henry Lee |
Throughout May and June British posts i up-
country Georga and South Carobing surreadered

* to the Whigs The fight i thwe backcountry was
not over. but it was clear that the revival of Whig
spivits and the sigipheant support of Greene's

_cfforts were turning the tede of that regaon and

v that fpeapture of Sevannah wgs n the plans of
the patriots .

L]

Asthe Whigs pr-:s:utl towird Augusia and
Savannah from therr frontier retreats.! more and
more Tones, flecing the advance. sought safety
m Sovannah and the immediate area, adding

.
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© 7 greatly to Waght' s burden there. While the

Goverqor did attempt to make use of these roval

supporters in militsa unitsohe was still m serious .

need of regulagtroop support in view of what

_appeated to b vituble attack by the Whigs.
Apparently the¥Fgh command re d Wright's
plight but-.ould do hitle to help him. ard by the
enid of. 1 78 1% the British commuander at Charleston
was wilfing 1o authorize British withdrawal from
Geor@id if the focal Gommander there felt the
sitiiation was ihdefensible

The fate of Savannah as well as that of the Britssh
posttion 1m Amenca hinged on the defeat of Corne
withis at Yorktown. Virginia, in October, 1781 With
that Amerwan victory new aifention was given o
the Continental posiiion in the deep South Whife
w>  Greene assouthern commander had secured the

backcountry in the Carolinas and i Georga, he
could hope 1o recapture the myor cities of Charles-
ton and Savannah only with proper runiors.cn‘.cmx
Some remforcements came i January 17 852, whent
Brigadier General Anthony Wayvie's troops were
wii to Georgis to help reestablish Amerncan suthor-
ity With the news of this troop movement the
Britssh at Charleston sent 200 troops to Savannah.
bringing the force there to 1,000 to face Wayne's
300 o

[f Wayne was lacking in lroop Strength, he was
not 1t courage dnd deternnnation With g toree

~ hall the ~iz¢ of that of the Savannah defenders,

Way ne attacked. pushing to within a tew mles o
the ¢ity by February of 1782 Sensing. no douhi,
the |mpendum victory. the Georgia Whig mihitia

o jomned Wayne's forees in mereasng numbers To

" Lounterbalance tis, however. South Carolina state

.

troops who came with Wayhie soon lett. ther 3

- enfisgments expired. a problem that had plagusd
Contmentad torees all duning the conflict Knowing
the uncertinty of Wayne's troop strength. the
Britnh commander i South Carofing telt no
immediate threat 1o Savannah_ but he tarded to
reckon with the Conunental general’s determana-
tron and the sarge of patnidbiem i Georgia
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In late February Georgf.: Wing leaders-appealed
to the Hessians. professional German soldiers in
British service. to desert Their long duty in the
area together with the influence on them from
Whigs 1 the German community of Ebenezer®
helped pake the effort a success, The German
dcwrd?l hastenced sunilar actions by other fair-
weather loyahsts and soon Wayne's tamp was
overrun with loyahsts volunteering for duty agamns

¢ Crown Through the spring of | 782, the Wi
did hittle but pin the Bretish down in Savannah The
mevitabihty of the siuation prompted Bnush -
mihitary commanders, 10 propose 1o General Greene

1d 10 hostilities The otfer was refused

*

E7R 20 saw an important Jhange m the

1SN i Georgia A new British commander
Aor North America. Sir Guy Carleton. decided to
withidraw Britsh troops from Savannah Governor
Wright protested that with only a small reinforee-
meat the colory could be retiined His appeals f§l
on deal ears. and the withdrawatl from Savannah
hegan )

L
£

in the sgeond week ot Jidy, 1782 the fast of the
British troops was out of the oty and the Whigs
were taking position under Licutenant Coloned
James Jackson.of the Georgia troops Ssattered Tory
clements remamed untill the cnd of the month
before their removal 1o SU Augustme. but the Whig
forces then repgptriated the vty The Whig state
government was back in operation in Savannah two
days after the Bradish left Pighting had now -.ndui
m Georgr

It Apnil. 1783, the Continental Congress decreed
the suspetiston of hostilities and the demobilizgtion
of the army While the Britsh remamed m - ast
Florida. there was g tear that contacts betwhen tor
mer Georgra loyabsts and Bntish sympathizers
there nught resudt moanvasion These fears were

" never reahized. bowever, and the cession of Fast

Fiorida to Spatn m 78385 caded that particular
miitdry concern tor the state The Highting for
mdependence iy Georgia had eaded

16 . L

Part VI

Comments on Sources

The study of the Amencan Revolution in Georgia
may be continued }n several ways. Research into a
particular event m*y fead the student into original
matenals in the form of manuscripts or the printed
editions of ecrtain official records which are
generally available 1n school and public itbranes
Good histones of Georgia dunng the Revolutionary
period are forlunale}y available in several forms.

vand there are more {0 come as part of the publica-
tton program of the state’s Bicentenmial Commis-
sion, Beyond the printed page or wrutten manuscript
there are several interesting po‘iS!glhtleS for students
who want to “get back nto the past.” The com-
ments which follow should serve as a sample of the
materiais avalable tn the ubove mentioned forms.
Hopefully they will lead students along the path of
history and to a fuller understandig of the events
and meanings O of the American Revolution in
Georgia.

The mibitary hustory of the Revolution in Georgia
1s closely tied to, and involved n, the political

s Jintory of that period Georgians are fortunate that

our colenab records are avdilable in a printed, edited
form The Colorual Records of the State nf Georya
i1 20 volumes was prnted in Atlantd in the carly
yedns of the twentieth century and has recently been
reprnted. Volumes .'.'?-39 long unpublished, were
avdilable only in manusenpt form but now as a part »
of the Bicentenmal Program effort they will be ,
pubhished The Revolutionary Records of dhe State
af Georgla, publshed m 190% 0 three volumes, 1s
of course a hasic prumary source

The Georgla Historical Quarteriy, the pubhieation
ol the Georgia Hitornieal Society . has offered from
tine (o time printed versions of some of the impor-
tanit documents of the revolutionary cra such as
“The Procgedings and Minutes of the Governor and
Counel of Geergla, October 4, 774, through
November 7, 1775, and September 6. 1779,
hrough September 20, 1780, i volumes XXXIV
and XXXV (19501981 Manusenpt records from
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the penod oghe rebelhion are available 1n several
locauons m the state. Some of the most important °
documents are to be found 1n the State Archivesin
Atlanta. and th Athens the University's special
cotlections inciude several important pepsonal vol-
tections from that penod Hodgsour Hall. home of
the Georgia Historical Society, 1 Savannah. atso
houses important matenals on the period. Quiside.
the state the Manuscnpts Division of the Librany
of Congress 1n Washington contams valuabie
information about Reyoluttonary Georgia as does
the National Archives and severai other university
collections. notably Duke University and the
Unuversity of North (“.u-olima at Chupel Hill

Histories of Georgia whivh focus on tite Reso-
lutton werg beang written within g few years of

"the end of the event. but some of the most val- -

uable and fortunately most readily available works '
have been written withia the past haff centurny
Probably the best starting place for a study of the
Revelution w Kenneth Coleman™s The Lmertcan -
Revolutien mr Georgie Coleman’s study begins
with the colonial situation in 1763 and varnes the
story beyond the end of the Revalution and inte
the period of the adoption of the Federsl Consii-
tugyon i 1789 The book follows the nise of dis-
content in the colony . mulstary . pohitical. <soutal
and economic ¢¥ents into the Revolution and.
ihrough 1ts voncluston and offers mterpretahions
as well as factoal details about the eniire period
Coleman’s mibhiography provides g readily avad-
able detarled bist of sources for turther conad-
cration .

A few nuditary events i the Resolution in
Georgh have received speaial attenfion One such
event was the attempl 1o recapture Savannah
from the Batishin 1779 Ajexander A Lawrence’s
Starm Qver Savannah s a well documented accouni
of that unsuccessfud attempi Other

sodes hiave been covered in articles inethe Georgla ¢
intorcal Quarierh

Once the written stones have been read. many

»

Q
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students may find 1t interesting and informative 10
fook for themselves at the location of Georgia's p
Revolutionary sgruggle Savannah is. of course. a :
fine place to start and within the pasi few years

the <1ty has done much to recapture the charm of

the colonial period. Markers and monumenis per-
tainng to the Revolutionary penod abound and in

the older parts of town the visitor ¢an easily be
transported back into the period-of Sdiannah’s
famous seige South of Savannah old Sunbuiy and
Midw ay are centers arognd which war-time
strugglesstook place Midway Church and Fori

Maorns are sites of interest The region around

Augusta and into the backcouniry provides seseral
sites of imporiance 1o the story of Georgsa in the
Revolution In Augusta the Mackay House 1s one

" of the proudest possessions of the Georgra Depart-

ment of Natural Resources The legend of Thomuas
Brown's ¢xecution of Whl’gs sdys thal from the
back stair of this house the Tory hapged several
of the Georga patnots

The Georgra Department of Natusal Resources,
tegether™with other state ageéncies, the Georgia
Hisioneal Society and the fine hibraries of the
Uniseraity of Georgla and Emory University pro-
videemformation and ghimpses of the past from
which Georgians inay build 4 betier undersianding
of the events that 100K place 1n those yedars between
[775 and 1783 Georgians are fortunate in the
wealth of their historical resotirees and the private
and publiv agencies which promote the Study of
the re<otirees )

-
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The purpose of this Teacher's Guide is"to help you make better use of the pamphlet. Rerolutionary
*Georgla The Miitury History . 17761750 Behawo:aﬁ?ctwes. topics, teaching strategids, activities.
guestions and resources will be descnibed. However, o you the teacher van make the teaching effective.
The suggestions in this Teacher’s Guide are not meant to descnibe the only way to tdach about Revolu-
tiohary Georgia You should create reptacement or supplemental activities for your particular students.

Behavioral Objectives

¥

Il

I Each student will match the te.rms described at the be'gmnlng of the pamphlet with ther meanings

2 Each student will be abie to descnbe maJor mititary events after participating in making and
studying a timeline of events, . .

N .

A
3 Ejch student will demonstrate an understanding of the various political posittons by writing a short
v egsay desunibing whether he would have chosen to be.a Loyalist. Whig or have remained neutral 1f
fic or she had hved In Amenca duning the Revolution -
4 Each student. usmﬁ the pamphlet. will Iist al least six rcasons why Whig attempts to mvade Ftorda
failed .
%

which fragmented Ihelr icadership.

: S Eah student will desenibe ienther in wniting or orally ) the three powerful forces among the Whigs

Q
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f Each xtudcnt will do one aetivity of hus or her choree Dsted under the section on depth opportumties

2 r

You mdy want to <,l,xm"]cméni these with skill or affective objectives of your OWn in order to meet the
needs of your students : _ N
Suggested Topics . L . ‘

Rather than teaching about Revolutionary Georgid in the typieal. hronologicdl fashion. thes Teacher’s
Guude will be designed to use the pamphict Iike o resource book rather than as o novel Actnities wall be
described In order to perform these activities. szudnnls\.lll have to use Revolfutfonany, Georgia The
Vivhieary Histurs however. 1t iy not necessyfy for eveff dewrabled Jor them (o read the pamphlet straight

—t

through from pdge one to the ¢nd e

.

Suggested Aciivities '_ _‘ ‘ .

1 1tis necessary for the students 10 have some feeling for the “'big prcture.” If your Lass has not
stydied the Amerivan Revolution as ¢ whole. you should provide some background so they have an
overvicw 1n which 10 glace the mibitary history of our state during the era of the Revolution One
exnevllent resource I the American Herltage Book of the Revelutton

You indy wdnt to usv g Kodak Instamatie vamerd. flashoubey and shidé film to take Qaetures of some of
thie ifhustrations m this book, The resultmg ddes could then be used 10 svcompany o bfef lecture An *

20




v

~ r

alternative to the slides would be to use the opaque projector, however, this would interrupt the flow of -
your presentation. Another alternative would be to show a filmstnip which covess events leading to the  *°
Revolution and the waq.ltself(A list of filmstrips 15 mcludqd ln the blbllograp hy.).
- i

2. In the above presentation you should be sure to introduce the lerms described by Dr. Gun’ at the
beginning of the pamphlet |n addttion.you can make and d;stnbpte copies of the following puzzle
to aid studenis in tearning the terms Or. this puzzle can be used as z test to evaluate the students’
understanding of the terms.*

3 You can point out to the students that Dr. Gurr refer to the “Pres:dent of Georgia and ask them
how Georgia could have a President

4. Place students in groups of 3 to 4 Have each group make a timeline for the years 1776-1783. The
tumeline should show ‘the major military events in Georgia during the Revelution .

S Ask sludents to pretend they are citizens of Georgia in 1776 They must make a decision about &
thear commitment in the American rebelhon

They could choose to be a Loyalist and supporter of the Kutg. ’.
They could choose to be a “"patriot” and take up arms against the forces of the Crown

They could choose not to whoose ‘any colonists {perhaps as mahty as 1,3) did ncIl take sides”
in the Revolution

[n order te pool their 1deas. students should be placed n smail groups Their task 1s to list the advantages
and dssadvantages of each of the three chowces Then. mdependently, each student 1S to write a one-page
essay discussmg which choice he or she would personally make

This can be followed by general lass discussion of why students made the «.h €5 fhengl]y, you
may want to ask some of the following questions ‘ -

(1} Why do you suppose some people chose the British side while others chosg the Amenican side” What
makes people. in simijar sttuations. make different choices”

12) The following peoplermade different dbcisions . N : .

K . Toa

Note to Teacher P

With the aduption uf the Dedlatation uf Independence British wontrol technically ended The ‘United States came 1nto
existence with 3 wedk ventral guvernment in the Cuntifiental Congress Central disection of-the war effort and foreign
affairs were under the cuntrol ul the Cungress. but couperation with the central govcmglem in domestit affairs was 2
deusion of 1pdwviduad siates *

[y
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Acaoss

I Cizen Army (Militia) )
3 Fust part of the name of the governing body. nickname of the colomals 1Contidental)
6 Anyone n favor of the Revolution { Revolutionary )

7. Another name for a colonist who suppotted the Revolution sWhig) o,

9 Second part of the name of the governing body. name of igday’s legnlative branch (Congress)
10 Supporter of the Royslty {Royahst) N

DOWN ' ‘ .
Y Supporter ol Amnerican |iu1cpcndcuw, today . someone who foves his country (Patriot) -
4 Amencap-born supporter of the Crowa (Lovalbst) .

S Term refernng to Royal Enghvyauthonty (Crown) -

X English-born person. Iiving tn Amenica and g supportes of the Crown (Tory)

El{fcl - 2
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George Johnson was a merchant. Sinve there were very few finished products made in America.
he rehied on selling products he bought from England. George ecided to be a Loyalist to save.
his business. Was this a good decision?

Willilam Smith was a lawyer. He believed 1n liberty. independénce and self-govemment, He chose
to be a patriot - Was #ng a good detision?

C o ¥ .
Angus McDonald was 3 frontier Farmer The gosernment didn’t mean much to him. Whoever won
“the war would charge him taxes and spend the money on the vities Angus didn’t care who won.
he wasn't going to fight for erther side Was this a good decision for Angus?

Why did these men make d:ffercnl choces”
6 In 1776, 1777 and 1778 Georgia Whigs attempted 1o invade Flonda and capjure tis capital. St.
Augustine. These attempts all failed Students should be dinided into small groups. Their task 15 to
read the portiohs of the pamphlet which descnbe these attempted invasions and make a list of the
reasons the invastons fuiléd Upon completion. cach group van share its findings dnd a master hist can
be put on the board Then the students should be asked What conclusions van we draw about the
orgamiZation of the Revolutionary forees n Georgla"_ 3

-

7 There were three groups attempting to control Whig nubitary actions n Georgia.

The gontmental army commanders such as Charles Lee. Robert Howe. Benjamin Lincoln.
Nathanael Green and Anthony Wayne +

-k

* Georgla mihitia conunanders such®as Wiliam McIntosh. Lachian McIntosh. Samuel Elbert and
George Walton

Cevihian government Jeaders such as Button Gwinnett and John Houston
Ask students’to skim through the pamiphlet and list occasions when two or three of these groups failed
to cooperate and whal wils the TLSUII of the fack of cooperatign This can be followed with a teacher-led

discussion

8. Give students an outhine map of Georgia, including county dgvisioms. Ask students 1o volor in all
counties named after men mentioned 1n the pamphiet.

9. Give students the following suggestions for depth opportunities

Create a recruiting poster to entice people to enlist for one of the opposing military groups.

Take some revolunonary\evcm fsuch as the capture of Savannah by the Brinsh)} and draw two
politrcal cartoons. one from the Whig point of ylew and one from the Loyalist point of vicw.

Make an oral or written report on any indivedual mentioned 1n lhc‘pamphlct a
X ’




,;
Make a report on any Counly named after a Revolutionary ﬁg.ure .
Wi a three- -page report descnbmg either the pohtlcal social or economic results of the
' Anfertcan Revolution. s
Research the weapons or Life of the h1|||tary men Huring the Revolution and make an oral report
to the ylass. (If an oral report 1s done on weapons. 1t should be accompgnied by lustrations.)

Make a large chart on postef board shc;\;ung the penod; of time (in months) that Georgia was
controlled by the Whigs and by the British. . &

}

Resources . . ’ -

Bool;s for Teachers

Coleman. Kenneth The Americun Reiofittn in Georgia Athens. Ga.. University of Georgra Press. 1958

. Coulter. E Merton. Geurgia A Short History Chapel Bil. N C. University of North Carolina Press. 1960

Books for Teachers and Students o
S, s -
Bonner. James O The Georgia Story. Oklazhoma City  Harlow PublishingCo . 1958

Bowen. Cathenne Drinker. John Adams und The American Revoliion N Y Grosset and Dunldp._l95f)
(Excetlent for social history as well as biography )

Brown. Wallace. The Good Nmerieans The Lovalists i the Amercan Revolution (Can be purchased from
Sacial Ztudies School Service, 10.000 Culver Blvd . Culver City. Calif.,90230)

FI\I Howard. Aprd Morn N Y. Bantam Books I%" tlntngumg novel of Lexmgton and Concord. }

Ldn-.dster Bruwv andJ H Plumb. The American Herttage Booh of the Revolution. N Y Ameru.an
fHemdge 1958. (Test in paperback. Dell Books. 1963') “

Martin. Joseph Plumb. !’murc Yaukm' Doudle N'Y. P-opuldr Library. 1963 (‘Dlary of asoldier.)

H

Preston. John Hyde Revalution 1776 N ‘r Washington Square Press. 1962. (630 Fifth Ave \N. Y.)

> - oana

Pullen, John. Parrmrmn in America N Y Amenc.an Hewitage Press. 1971,

Scheer. George and Hugh Rankm Reboly um!Rcu’: oy N.Y  Mentor Books. 1959 {501 Madmon Ave,
N Y
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Filmstrips. ) . . ‘ <
American Revolutiem - Time-Lafe Inc, o -
Early Colormal Day s ) :
¢ . ) s ..Schloat Productions
The Revolutonary War } =150 White Plains Rd.
""' e . | Tamytown, N.Y. 10591
The Declaratient of Independence . , _F : ;-
/‘ L
Bachground of Apieric an Reaolution Socal Stud;eS‘SCQOOI Service
« "
+ 4 ) '
¢ s '
. %
’ .
Premary Source Documents from the Georgia Department of Archives

l;and Map and Deed for Button Gwinnett’s Land

Announcement of Protest Megting (1774) h

Governor Wright's Proclamation ForbiddrI;; Protest Meetings (1774)

Georgia's Provm-.‘lal_(“ongrcss Orders All Trade With f}reat Bni;;m to Stop (1775)

Letter of Explanation Why Georgia's Delegates Did Not Attend the First Contimental Longress

Instructions for Recmmné Continental Soldiers . ¥

Advertisements for Recrinting Loyabsts

Description of Mihitary Life

Letter From Governor Wnght Cominenting on the Situatton in Georgia (1776) '

Constutution of the State ofGeoréla (1777) ' i
' Internal Secunty Act (1777) “An Act for the Expulsion of Internal Enermes™ |

< Reeord of « Du;'l Befween Cl,wmnetl and Lachlan f-\‘iclmosil

Map of Revolutionary Georgia with a List of Military Activities ¢t

The Role of Women in the Revolution
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